


Baluchistan District Gazetteer Series .. 

VOLUME VIA. 

KACHHI. 

TEXT AND APPENDICES. 

BOMBAY: 

PRINTED AT THE Tll\IES PRESS. 

1<)07· 

Digitized by M. H. Panhwar Institute of Sindh Studies, Jamshoro.
پاران ایم ایڇ پنھور انسٽیٽیوٽ آف سنڌ اسٽڊیز، ڄامشورو.



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

KACHHI GAZETTEER. 

CHAPTER I.-PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 
PHYSICAL AsPECTS-

Situation and dimensions 
Boundaries 
\Vestern boundary 
Northern and eastern boundary 
Southern boundary 
Configuration 
Mirage 
Hills 
Banh or Pabb hills 
Rivers 
The Nari ••• 
The BQ!an ... 
The Sukleji 
The Badra 
The Mula ... 
The Lahri ... 
The Chhattar 
Minor hill torrents 
Geology 
Botany ... 
Fauna 

CLI~fATE, TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL

Climate 
Seasons 
Raia fall 
Wir.ds 
Dust storms 
Earthquakes 

HISTORY-

Ancient history 
The Arabs ••• 
Sumras 
Sam mas 

.... 

•... 

... 

PAGE 

I 

ib 
ib 

2 

ib 

3 
ib 

4 
ib 
ib 

5 
ib 
6 

7 
ib 
8 

9 
ib 
10 

ib 0 

II 

ib 
ib 
12 

ib 
ib 
13 

ib 
IS 
ib 
ib 



ii CONTENTS. 

The rise of the Baloch 
The ArghUns 
The Mughals 
The Kalhoras 
Nadir Shah 
Ahm~d Shah 
Visit of Masson 
British connection 

ARCH.IEOLOGY-

Ruins of a fort in Khari 
Mounds of Chhalgari ••• 
Budhist seal impressions 
Old coins ••• 

POPULATION-

Ethnographical history ••• 
Density · 
Towns and villages 
Migration and immigration 
Age and vital statistics .•• 
Comparative number of sexes .•• 
Marria:ge customs and ceremonies 
Bride price .•• 
Punishment for adultery 
Thaestatus of women and inheritance .•• 
Language •.• 
Baluchi 
Races, tribes and castes 
Tribal constitution of the Baloch 
The origin of the Baloch 
Rinds 
Magassis ••• 
Dombkis ••• 
The Lasharis 
Dlnaris 
Tumpanis ... 
Chuks 
The Jatois 
Umranis 
Mugberis 
Kaheris 
Buiedis 
Minor Baloch tribes 
Khosas 
Kuchks ... 

PAGE 

16 
ib 
17 
ib 
18 
19 
ih 
ib 

i!J 
28 
ib 
29 
ib 
ib 
ib 
30 
ib 
31 
ib 
ih 
i!J 
32 
ib 

34 
36 
39 
40 
ib 
41 
ib 
ib 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
i!J 
ib 



Chhalgaris 
Br,huis 
Iltazais 
Jats 
Sheikh 
Rind Jats ••• • 

CONTENTS. 

... 

The M!an Sahib family .•• 
The camel-breeding J ats 
Saids 
Hindus 
Religion 
Tliibs 
Social life ••• 
Food 
Dress 
Dwellings .•• 
Disposal of the dead 
Amusements and festivals 
Shrines ••• 
Haft WaH 
Plr L'kha 
Names and titles, rules of honour, system of 

prisals 
Blood compensation 

CHAPTER H.-ECONOMIC. 
AGRICULTURE-

General conditions 
Soil 
Conformation of surface 
Rainfall 

re-

System of cultivation in relation to rainfall, soil and 
conformation of surface 

Population engaged in, and dependent on, agricul-
ture 

Seasons of the year. Sowing and harvest times 
Agricultural calendar ••• 
Principal crops ••• 
Staple food-grain. Juti1' 
Jua, sowings 
Varieties uf Judi' ••• 
Weeding ... 
Jud, in irrigated lands 
Diseases ... -

iii 

PAGE 

46 
ih 

47 
ilJ 

49 
so 
i' 
ill 
5I 
ib 
52 
53 
ib 
54 
ib 

55 
ib 
ih 
s6 
ib 
ib 

57 
ill 

59 
6o 

. ib 
61 

ib 



iv 

Outturn 
Uses 
Wheat 

CONTENTS. 

'Wheat in unirrigated lands 
Mixed barley and wheat 
Varieties 
Diseases 
Manure 
Outturn 
Subsidiary food crops. Barley ..• 
Outturn 
Jfttn[[ 

.:lfath 
Brijri 
Oilseeds 
Til (sesamum) 
Fibres, cotton 
Cleaning .•• 
Indigo 
Manufacture 
Price 
Stimulants, bltang 
FodJer crops, Kin"11g 
l\Ianure ana rotation 
Fruit and'vegetable production 
Extension of, and improvements in, cultivation 
Agricultural implements 
Agricultural advances ••• 
Indebtedness of the cultivator 
Mortgages .•. 
Domestic animals 
Camels 
Horses 
Cattle 
Sheep and goats ••• 
Flockowners' calendar .•• 
Average value of each kind of animal 
Pasture grounds and difficulties of feeding cattle .•• 
Fairs and classes engaged in horse and cattle 

dealing ••• 
Cattle diseases 
Irrigation ••• 
Water mills 
Indigenous methods of irrigation ; streams and 

division of water 

PAGE 
72 
73 
ib 

74 
ib 

75 
76 
ib 
ib 
ib 

i7 
ib 
ib 
ib 
ib 

79 
ib 
81 
82 
8J 
g4 
ib 
ss 
ib 
ib 
86 
ib 

87 
ib 
FS 
Sg 
ib 
go 
91 
ib 

92 
ib 
ib 

93 
94 
95 
g6 

ib 



CONTENTS. 

Division of irrigable lands 
Kdrt:::es 
Wells 
Artesian borings .•• 
Gandhds or dams and their sites 
The great Gadi dam 
!\Jethod of its construction or repair .•• 
Supervision of work 
The rd:;a ••• 
The minstrel 
Distribution of labour over villages, &c. 
Distribution of yokes 
Recapitulation • 
Distribution of cost of material 

RENTS, \VAGES AND PRICES

Rents 
Gandava nirlbat ... 
Kotra, l{hari and Kunara 
Nas!rab{ld nidbat ... 
Bhag nidbat 
Lahri nidbat 
Dadhar tJidbat 
Jhal 
Shoran 

... 

PAGE 
100 

ib 
101 

ib 
102 

103 

104 

ib 
ib 

105 

ib 
106 
107 

ib 

ib 
108 

ih 
109 

ib 
ih 
ih 
ih 
ih 

~~ ~ 
Sanni ·•· ih 
Bolan lands, Bala N ari, Kaheri and Dombki t~ibal 

lands ib 
\Vages, general labourers uo 
Shepherds ... ih 
Cattleherds ib 
Camelherds 
Measurer (dharwdi) 
Kardwas, tolzas, darbcins, "dibs, jagus 
Skilled labour : masons 
Blacksmiths 
Darklzdns (carpenters) 
.1/ullds and Saiads 
Saiads 
Other village ~;ervants and artisans ... 
Prices 

\\'EIGHTS AND MEASURES

Troy weights 
!\Ieasures of grain 

, ... ib 
ih 

Ill 

ib 
ill 

112 

ib 
ih 

IIJ 
114 

JI 

ib 



vi CONTENTS. 

Measures in tribal areas 
Miscellaneous measures 
Linear measures .•• 
Superficial measures 
Measures of distance 
Measures oftime 

MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE 

FoRESTS 

MINES AND MINERALS

Sulphur 
Salt·' 
Method of manufacture ••• 
Annual outturn 
Taxation ••• 
Limestone .•. 
Saltpetre ••• 
Ferrous sulphate .•• 

ARTS AND MANUFACTURES

Pottery 
Leather work 
Arms 
Kka, , 

TRADE AND COMMERCE-

Trade with Sara wan and Jhalawan ••• 
Trade through Sind 

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 

Roads 
Tracks and paths 
Post and Telegraph offices 

FAMINE--

Periods of scarcity 
Protective measures 
Famine food 

CHAPTER 111.-ADMINISTRATIVE. 

PAGB 

116 

ib 
II7 

ib 
ib 

II8 

II9 
ib 

120 

121 

ib 
ib 
ib 
ib 
ib 

.... 122 

ib 
ib 

123 
124 ,. 

ib 
ib 

125 
126 

ib 
127 

ib 
128 

ih 

ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF ... 129 

Tribal administration of the Baloch tribes,:Dombkis 130 
Kaheris 131 
Magassi and Rind tribes ib 

]UDICIAL-

Prevalent crime 133 
Kdzis · ... 134 

FINANCE ib 



CONTENTS. 

LAND REVENUE-

Early revenue history 
Modern revenue history 
Land tenures 

vii 

PAGE 

1 35 
137 
138 

Irrigated areas ... 141 
Custom of periodical distribution ib 
Remuneration to headmen, etc. 142 
Character of assessment 143 
Batdi 144 
Gandava nidbat ••• ib 
Batdi'ot fodder ••• 147 
Assessment, on special crops ib 
Fixed assessment, Kalang, and moksali ib 
Revenue of Khliri village 148 
Other fixed payments in some villages on irrigated 
~~s ~ 

Unirrigated lands ib 
Fodder in unirrigated areas 149 
Miscellaneous services .•• ib 
Nasirabad nidbat irrigated land ib 
Unirrigated lands ib 
Fodder 151 
Bhag nidbat ib 
Lahari nidbat ib 
Dadhar: n£dbat. Irrigated lands ib 
Special rates on certain crops .•• 152 
Fodder 153 
Variations of rates of revenue in certain villages ••• ib 
Fixed assessment 
Kalang 
Wazfri rasum 
Malang 
Bddskdki lekdka 
Unirrigated lands in Dadhar nidbat ••• 
Government or Crown lands ••• 
Crown lands in Gandava nidhat 
Crown lands in Dadhar nidhat 
Water mills 

' ... 

155. 
ih 
ih 
ib 
ih 

156 
ih 
ih 

157 
ib 

Revenue free grants or jdg{rs ••• ib 
Revenue levied by the Ma~assi chief 158 
Unirrigated area... ib 
Irrigated land : Panjuk ib 
Other streams 160 
Revenue of Iltazais at Kotra. Irrigated land ifl 



viii CONTENTS. 

Unirrigated land ... 
The Mullazaijagir Kunara 
Jag{r of the Zahri tribe ... 
Cess on minor crops 
Fodder 
Other payments to the chief 
Gavera and slri ••• 
Sursat ... 
Miscellaneous contributions from revenue collec-

tions 
Revenue levied by Rind chief ... 
Unirrigated lands 
Fodder 
Irrigated land 
Shoran 
Sianch 
Isubani 
Kalu Mabesar 

...• 

Brahuijagfrs in Bala Nari and Bolan lands 
Bolan lands 
Revenue-free grants in the Bhag niahat 
Revenue levied by jdglrdars in the Dadhar niahat 

irrigatecl lands .. 
Unirrigated lands 
Indm lands 
Unirrigated lands 
Revenue levied by the Dombki chief and others 
Assignments to others in the Lahri nitihat ... 
Men gal jag{rs in Chhattar Phuleji 
Jdg(r at Shah pur .. 
lliscellaneous revenues· 
Sung 
Intoxicating drugs 
Distilleries of country spirits 
Consumers and consumption ••• 
Stamps 
Salt ... 
Jisya • 
Badi Hawai 

. Miscellaneous revenues of the tribal chiefs : Ma-
gassi chief 

Zahri chief 
l{ind chief ... 
Jatoi headmen 
Jaglrddrs in Dadhar niaJat 

PAGE 
161 

ih 
162 
163 
164 

ih 
ib 
ih 

177 
ib 
ib 

178 
ib 



CONTENTS. 

Rais4ni and Shahwani chiefs ••• 
Dombki chief 
M~ngal Jagfrdars, KaMri headmen and others· ••• 

PuBLIC WoRKs ••• 

LEVIES-
Khan's levies 
Amla 

ix 

PAGE. 

178 . 
179 
i!J 

180 

i6 
i!J 

Services maintained by the British Government 181 
jMU a 

Caftle-pounds 
EDUCATION 
MEDICAL ••• 

Prevalent disea.ses 
Epidemics ••• 
Cholera 
Vaccination and Inoculation 
Indigenous remedies 
Village s~nitation and water-supply ••• 

SURVEYS -• 

CHAPTER IV.-MINIATURE GAZETTEER. 

182 

i!J 
i!J 

. 183 

i!J 
i!J 

184 

ib 
185 
186 

Bbg ~~ 

Dadhar ••• 190 
Gajan ib 
Gandava... 191 
H~ ~~ 
Jalal Khan 193 
~al ~~ 
Kotra 195 
Labri \g6 
Mithri 197 
Panjuk · ib 

Sanni 198 
Shoran 199 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 201. 

APPENDICES-

APPENDIX !;-Route Lists 202 

APPENDIX 11.-Deed of compromise arrived at between 
the M~ngals and Kah~ris in the matter of their dispute 
regarciing revenue (batdi) in the jag{rs in Chhattar 205 

I 



CHAPTER I. 

PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 

K ACHHI forms the easternmost division of the Kalat 
State, and is situated between 27" 53' and 29° 35' 

N., and 67" u' and 68" z8' E. It consists of a flat trian
gular plain, with its base- on the Upper Sind Frontier Dis
trict of Sind, and the Nasirab<id tahsil of the Sibi District, 
and is enclosed by the Marri and Bugti hills on the east, 
and the ldrtbar and the Central Brahui ranges of the Jhala
wan country on the west. On the north-east of its apex 
lies the Sibi tahsil. The total area, including the Lahri 
nidhat(I,282 square miles); which is under. the Political con
trol of the Political Agent of the Sibi District, is 51 310 

square miles. _ 
The boundaries of the district have not been defined, but 

the following is an approximate description thereof:-
The western boundary commences in the south at Panj

khabar, a point at which the Sind-Kalat boundary meets. It 
runs in a northerly direction to the mouth of the Mula pass, 
a line of hills known by distinctive local names and roughly 
marking the boundary separating the Magassi tribal coun
try on the east from the jhalawan tribes on the west. 
Northwards, the line follows the eastern face ofthe northern 
portion of the Mula hills as far as the Sukleji, and thence 
still running north leaves the lower spurs of the eastern 
slopes of the Nagau hills in Kachhi, and separates the tribal 
area of the Lasharis and the Rinds of Kachhi from that of 
the Jattaks of jhalawan and the Lahris of Sarawan. Pro
ceeding further northward, it goes along the foot of the hills 
as far as Sibri village in the Da.dhar valley and separates the 
J atois from the Lahris and the jurisdiction of the Dadhar 
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nidbat fr6m the Nagau and Bhaur hills. From Sibri, it 
turns northward to the village of Rindli through the Maur· 
jlk hills, in the neighbourhood of which it strikes the Bolan 
river and continuing north-eastwards m.eets the Sibi boun
dary at MushkM. 

From the above point, the Mushkaf nullah forms the 
boundary between llritish and Kalat State territory to the 
point where it joins the N ari, whence the latter forms the 
boundary between the two territories. The boundary line 
then leaves the r\ciri on the south~west by matlsa Kach and 
runs in a straight line over the Pirak Pir Takri (mound) to 
the bank of the Dhora 1zullah. This portion of the line 
is marked by masonry pillars, which were built under the 
orders of the late Sir James Browne. From the last pillar 
on this line, the Dhora nullah forms the boundary which 
runs to the south as far as the site of Mr. Bruce's boundary 
pillar laid down in 1882 in the south-west of mausa Darig, 
where a new masonry pillar has recently been built, From 
this point the iine runs to the GMzi nullah about 23 miles, 
assuming different directions, and along this portion of the 
boundary masonry pillars have been erected. From Ghazi 
nullah, the boundary runs almost in a south-easterly direc
tion along the Marri and Bugti hills, including Shahpur, 
within the line and meeting the northern boundary of the 
Nasirabad tahsil near that point. 

The southern boundary is also not defined, but it is for 
the greater part conterminous with the northern boundary 
of the Nasinibad tahsil of the Sibi District, formerly a nidbat 
of Kalat. In the Agreement,* dated the 17th of February 
xgo3, by which the management of the Naslrabad niabat 
was handed over to the British Government, the northern 
boundary is laid down as follows :-
" . . . . ""' 
It follows the foot of the Bugti hills running in a westerly 

direction to their nearest point to the Shah pur road, near the 
Manak Garhi nullah. It then follows this nullah as far as 
the Shahpur road, then follows the Shahpur road south as 
far as the Deh <:;hattan lands (generally known as Dodaika) 
and then turns west following the boundary of Dodaika to 

• Clause II of the Agreement, printed as an Appendix to the Sibi 
District Gazetteer. 



CONFIGURATION. 3 

to the Nurwah channel above the point to where the water 
reaches. It then follows the N urwah as far as the junction 

'of the latter with the Dur Muhammad Wah, which is shown 
in most of the maps as the Shahiwah, a continuation of 
the main Desert canal. From this point it follows the Dur 
.:\luhammad Wah right along its course to the west and 
~outh-~est, crossing the railway at mile 368, five miles north 
of Jhatpat station, until it meets the line of pillars erected 
about four years ago by the Magassis and Jamalis as their 
mutual boundary. It then follows this line of pillars south· 
wards to the Sind border, passing about 500 yards to the 
west of the point where the Son wah has been closed." 

From this point the southern boundary of Kachhi runs 
almost due west for about 10 miles and joins the western 
boundary at Panjkhabar. 

The district, as described by Holdich, is a flat triangular 
desert inlet from the Indus valley running from s.outh to 
north penetrating the hills at the entrance of the Bolan and 
Nari routes to Quetta. Its chief characteristics are its level 
surface, excessive heat in summer, and at times its great 
sca'rcity of water. Except within the influence of irrigation 
or after successive rains, it is little better than a desert. 
The desert portion of the country is locally called pat or 
potho. This covers large desolate tracts, which, being be
yond the reach of water brought by the rivers after floods, 
contain no vegetable life, whence they are known in verna
cuhtr documents as dasht-i-amwat or desert of death. The 
largest of these pats is the central or that portion of the 
district which is traversed by th~ Sind-Pishin railway. 

It is in these tracts that a marked natural feature of 
the district, the mirage, occurs. '' The phenomenon, a 
gossamer-like film undulating just above the surface of the 
land, appears in the distance like a broad sheet of water. 
Its cause Wlll be found in the resistance offered by the cool 
atmosphere to the ascent of the scanty moistures from the 
O\'er-heated earth. It will invert images precisely as water 
does and often brings within the vision the depressed and 
low-lying land." It is locally known by different names~ 
and stories are current of people having lost their lives by 
the deceptive impression conveyed by it that a stream of 
running water was within their sight. 
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The surface of the country, generally, is of extremely low 
elevation, no part of it being much higher than soo feet 
above sea-level. The slope, which is, however, impercep
tible, is from north to south. Numerous hill torrents issu
ing- from the hills cut deep channels, which are divided into 
countless artificial channels and which are eventually lost in 
the plains. On the west and east the district is surrounded 
by lofty barriers of hills, those on the west being the 
Kirthar and the Centra• Brahui ranges and on the north-
east the Marri and Bugti hills. 

As has been already mentioned, the district consists of 
, an alluvial tract devoid of any mountain ranges. The 

chains of mountains running al0ng .its western boundary 
have been described in the Sarawdn and jhalawa•l Distri'ct 
Gasetteers. Through these ranges the district has communica
tion with the hilly r~gions, principally by means of the Bolan 
and Mula passes. Other important tracks along these 
mountains from north to south are (r) Bhaur, (2) Judusk, 
{3) Zagh-na-kasar, (4) Nalani, (5) Hurro or Rod-na-kasar, 
(6) the Suklt~ji route known by the Brahuis as the Kachhi-pa
Jhal route; all leading to Sarawan, and (7) the Takari and 
the Narilak tracks from Gajan to Zahri, (8) the Ledav route 
from Kotra to Zahri, and (g) the Mt1la. 

B.:l.nb or The only hills other than the skirts of the surrounding 
Pabb hills. 

Rivers 

mountains consis~ of the low range called Banh or Pabb, 
which separates Dadhar on the north from the Bolan lands 
on the south. They are of a brownish colour, very rugged 
and utterly barren. 

A few hill torrents, which are entirely dependent on rain. 
issue from \these hills and afford some irrigation, chiefly in 
the Eri land~ of Bala N ari. 

The princi~al rivers are the Nari, the Bol.in, the Suklt~ji 
and the Mul~ on the west and the Lahri and the Chhattar 
on the east, b~sides a number of hill torrents. The general 
direction of th~drainage of almost all of them is from north 
to south. On entering Kachhi, all these rivers are dissi
pated into nu 1berless natural channels and spread over 
the great alluvJal stretches of which the country is composed. 
· A marked feature of these rivers is the construction on 
them -of enorn.~ous dams, or gandhas as they are locally called, 
for purposes/ of irriglttion. Such dams are thrown across 

' 
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almost all the streams. These dams are liable to be washed PHYSICAL 

away during floods, and then require to be reconstructed. AsPECTS. 

1 Being mere earthen structures, they cannot resist violent 
floods; but are very effective when a flood comes. down the 
river gradually. An account of the construction of. these 
dams and how irrigation is afforded by their means is given 
in the section on Agriculture. 

The Nari originally takes its source near Speraragha and The Nari. 
has a total length of about 300 miles. It is known in the 
Loralai D1strict as the Loralai and the Anambar, and in the 
Marri country as the Beji ; and on entering the Sibi Dis-
trict, where the whole of its perennial flow is utilised for 
irrigation, it is called the Nari. It debouches into the 
Kachhi plain at a point some 3 miles below the railway 
bridge between M ushkaJ and Sibi and about 5 miles from 
Nari Gorge. It has a tortuous course through the BaJa 
Nari and Bhag niabats. After entering the latter, it branches 
into a number of channels, and, passing through the 
Magassi tribal area, eventually reaches Sind. 

The river is subject to violent floods, and it is only the 
flood water which is utilised for irrigation in Kachhi by 
means of dams or gand!za.... A number of these dams are 
thrown across the river, the principal ones being at Mithri, 
Eri, Gadi, Haji, Takri, Gulab or Tuk-Chandhar and Gamun. 
The great Gadi gandha is the most important of all dams in 
Kachhi, and it is on it that practically the whole of the Bhag 
and Nasirabad nidbats depend for their supply of flood 
water. 

Lower down in the Bhag niabat there are 26 gandhas, the 
last one being the Sahibdina gandha. Near Bhag a branch 
is taken off the Nari, known as the Bashkwah, on which 
there are 9 dams. 

The Bolan river rises near Kolepur, but the water only The Bolan. 
makes its first appearance at Sar-i-Bolan, and disappears 
again near Ab-i-gum. At Bibi Nani it is joined by the 
Dardan or Sarawan river, and from this point a perennial 
stream appears, which is used for irrigation in Kirta in the 
Bolan Pass. On entering Dadhar a dam is constructed 
across it 4 miles north-east of the village for purposes of 
irrigation, after which the water takes a subterranean course 
but reappears near the Mir Bhag village and exists in a 
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large volume after tJassing through the Ban h hills. But 
here, owing- to very high banks, about 40 feet, irrigation is 
only taken for a few plots by means of lifts with the help of 
the Persian wheel, the water being arrested by a dam and 
diverted into a channel excavated in the wall of the bank. 
The river then continues its course southwards entering the 
Bolan lands just after its exit from the Banh hills. In its 
course in this area, it has no tributaries on either side and 
it is the flood water only of the river which is utilised here 
for irrigation by means of dams. 

Passing about 2 miles east of Mahesar, it joins the Gadi 
about It miles to the west of the Ali Sber village. The old 
channel of the. river, which lies between its pr:esent junction 
with the Gadi and the village of Jalal Khan, carries now too 
a considerable volume of ~ater, which is utilised for irriga
tion by means of g-andhas and small channels known as wtihs. 
The principal dams constructed are at (I) Mahesar, (2) 

Khanpur-Nau-Thulwala, (3) Bagai, (4) Rustam and (5) Hanbi. 
In the neighbourhood of Jalat Khan the river splits into a · 
number of channels ; that flowing to the west, called Mian 
Dhor, enters the Rind Chiers territory, while the main stream, 
which runs southward, is utilised for irrigation at Jhok Gul 
Muhammad, Nasirab:l.d, Khudabad, Shikarpur, Khalil and 
Dadu in the Nasirabad nitibat. It then loses itself in the 
plain, and the surplus water, if any, finds its way into 
the Bhag and Gandava nidbats. 

Unlike the Nari, which has a level bed, the current in the 
Bolan, especially during floods, is very violent owing to its 
steeper bed and shorter length. During these floods, which 
usually come in March, May, July and August and do 
much damage, the current is very rapid and strong and the 
river then becomes impassable. After the flood has passed, 
water remains in pools and is utilised for drinking. 

The Sukleji (known to the Brahuis as the Kachhi-na-Jhal) 
·ris~s in the Harboi hills in Sara wan and traversing a large 
areainjhalawan, in the Gasetteerofwhich it is fully described, 
discharges itself into the Kachhi plain. It debouches into 
the Kachhi plain at Chari Bhut and runs in a north-easterly 
direction, passing south of Shoran, where several channel,. 
are cut from it for irrigation. The permanent supply of 
water is divided at Chari Bhut, and led in equal propor_ 
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tions by artificial channels to Gajan and. Shoran. After its PuvsicAL 
exit from the hills, the flood water flows in two branches, AsPECTs .. 
the Bari nain and the Mithi nain, the latter carrying. the 
greater volume of water and forming the main channel. 
The Bari nain also takes a considerable volume of water 
and irrigates the village lands of Khulloi Hasilan, Khulloi 
Karam Khan, Isubani, Khulloi Baloch Khan, Khulloi Lash-
kar Khan, Shaho Marri and Allah Bakhsh Ramezai. The 
::\1ithi has several wdhs or small channels taken out for irri-
gation, the principal being Yabru-wah, Chal-w~h, MahbUb-
wah, Sher Muhammad-wah, Leghari-wah, Sanahra-wah, 
Burra-wah, Misri-wah, Machhi-wah and Manju-wah. Eac4 
of these branches has also a small perennial stream of 
water which is utilised for irrigation, the Mithi giving per-
manent irrigation to Sianch and the Bari to Isubani·village. 
After affording irrigation as ab~ve, the flood water flows 
through the main channei, the Mithi, and is arrested by a 
big dam called Purdnr built about 7 years ago by the Rinds 
at a cost of Rs. 3,5oo near the village called'Tandra Gulab 
Khan, and is utilised in irrigating lands of severai villages. 
The surplus water then joins the Badra stream to the east 
of Tatau village, irrigating also a part of the lands of that 
name. 

The floods in the Sukleji are of unusual rapidity and 
violence, the dams often not standing the force of the 
current. 

This stream may be said to be formed by the junction of The Badra. 

the surplus waters of the Sukleji and the Mian Dhor branch 
of the Bolan rivers at a point to the east of the Sianch 
village. Running in a southerly direction, it leaves the Rind 
tribal area about 4 miles to the south-east of Tatau and 
after irrigating the Badra lands, enters the Gandava m(fhat. 

Irrigating the dry-crop tracts in the latter, it passes into the 
Magassi tribal cou.ntry, where it also irrigates a number of 
villages, and at a point to the east of Jhal it is joined by the 
~hila, whence the combined stream runs into Sind. 

The Mula rises in the Harboi hills and runs over a length The MUla. 

of ai.Jout 18o miles in the Jhalawan country, in the Gasetteer 
of which it has been fully described. It enters Kachhi at 
Panjmunh, where the bed extends over a large area and is 
cut up into a number of channels which eventually run into 
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Sind. A broad channel runs in a north-easterly direction to 
Gandava and affords considerable irrigation in that nilibat. 

The permanent water of the Mula is brought in a long 
channel from Guth, the rocky point which juts out into the 
river opposite Plr Chhatta. This channel has, by much 
labour, been made exceedingly strong in the course of time 
and forms a divide for the flood water of the river, most of 
which, however, goes to the south. The permanent water, 
wheri appro~ching the divide, which lies at a short dh:tance 
above the Kandori village, drops over two big boulders. 
The divide contains three large divisions and three small 
ones, named Panjuk, Fatehpur, Naushera, Chth or Rahuji, 
Zorgarh and. Pach, the Zorgarh ~hannel having been taken 
off by force by the ex-Khan Khudadad Khan. The Panjuk 
bel,mgs" to the Magassi Chief and irrigates lands of the 
village of the same name. The other channels are utilised 
for irrigation in the niabat of Gandava. After affording 
irrigation in the above lands the stream runs SOIJthwards 
and is joined at a point east of Jhal by the Badra from the 
north, whence the united stream runs into Sind. 

The flood water of the Mula river brings vast tracts of 
land under irrigation in the Magassi country ; the only two 
dams of importance are at Mamak and Hathiari, but the 
former is now (1906) broken. 

The bed of the river, after it has entered the Kachhi plain, 
is covered for some distance with tamarisk. 

The L>.1hri, a considerable hill torrent, rises in the Marri 
hills and enters the Lahri nidbat of Kachhi, a few miles 
south of Tank Pusht and about 8 miles north-east of Lahri 
town. Further on in its course, many smaller hill torrents 
also flow into it. About 1! miles north·east of Lahri town 
near Baghdar, two large channels known as M urad-wah and 
Khan-wah are taken out of the river at a short distance 
apart and run in a westerly direction. A large volume of 
water is diverted into these channels, especially into the 
Khan-wah, which, after irrigating the Dombki Chiefs lands, 
flows into· Bala N ari. 

Lower down in the Lahri niabat, several minor dams are 
thrown across the river and water is taken off by means of 
channels for purposes of irrigation. The river eventually 
takes a southerly course towards Temple Dera and beyond 
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the Katohar village the surplus water, if any, flows into the 
Nasirabad tahsil of Sibi. There is a Ion~ standing dispute 
between the Dombkis and the Khan's ulus of Lahri nidbat 
over the water. 

The Chhattar hill torrent rises in the Bugti · hills and 
enters the Kaheri coufitry near Teghaf. Between Chhattar 
and Shahpur a great deal of lan..1 is irrigated by its flood 
water. It also receives water from several smaller hill 
torrents from the Bugti hills' which irrigate lands owned by 
the Saiads of Shahpur. The greater part of the cultivation 
of Ch'hattar is on the right or west bank of the :river, the 
trend of the ground being in that direction. Disputes con
stantly occur among the Kaheris as to the right of making 
dams in the river. The first dam in Kachhi limits is situat
ed within the lower hills and, in spite of its great strength, 
is liable to be washed a~ay in case of a sudden .and violent 
flood. This is th~ case with almost all the dams. There 
are a large number of dams in Chhattar and much irrigation 
is done by means of them. They are made of sand taken 
from the bed, and strengthened 'with brushw~od. The 
river, after providing some irrigation water for the Shori 
lands, h'ses itself in the plai'n. 

There are a number of minor hill torrents, most of which 
rise in the hills to the we-t of Kachhi. Some of them have 
a small perennial supply of water. Among these may be 
mentior.ed the following : -

The Rodi is made up of the Hushk Rodi, Tolo Miss, 
Judusk, Chakkuli Khaur, Lajjani Khaur, Daranjan and 
N alani streams, and its water is used for irrigation in Sanni ; 
the Khaur, made up of the Panch, Sohr Khaur, Hauru or 
Hurro, Chalak and Kandari streams, irrigates some flats in 
Sar ,:)anni, and lower down its flood water is used to 
irrigate the Jatoi lands, after which the surplus water, if any, 
goes to Mall in the Rind country ; the Bbathari ; the 
Kashok, known at its source as Madagin, is joined by the 
Kalatak, Lond Machhi, and Bothli streams, and irrigates 
the Kunara lands, the surplus water being used in 
Gandava; the D~oriri _is formed by the junctio.n of 
the Karu, Sabzkani and Dadhor hill torrents, and irri
gates the lands at Abdulla, Bakhir, Kabbargir, and Shehak 
'·illages. 
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Mr. E. Vredenburg, of the Geological Survey of India, 
gives the following account of the geology of Kachhi : ''The 
Kachhi plain is entirely occupied by recent alluvium. The 
hills which border it and which locally just reach within its 
boundary, consist of conglomerates, sandstones and bright 
coloured gypsiferous clays of SiwaJ)k age, that is, upper 
miocene and lower pliocene. The sulFhur mines of Sanni 
are situated in these rocks." 

Except along the foot of the hills, the general aspect of 
the country is desolate and bare. The flora is thorny 

·and scant and ~onsists of a stunted scrub. The principal 
trees occurring ip the district are prosopi's spicigera (Randi), 
capparis aphylla (kirar), salvado1'a oleoides (khabbar), and 
sysiphus jujuba (bir). The latter as a tree is important in 
some of the irrigated localities. Its fruit is of so great a 
value in Dadhar that it is assessed· to revenue. Tamarisk 
occurs profusely in certain river beds. Calotropi's gi'gantea 
(ak) grows everywhere but is especiaUy noticeable in the 
Bolan lands, in BaJa Nari and in the neighbourhood of 
Gajan and Shoran. Along the artificial channel carrying 
SukJeji water to Gajan and in the upper reaches of some of 
the hill torrents on the west, nlrium odorum (jizur) grows in · 
some quantities. Acacia (chighard) occurs here and there 
and af!adirachta Indica (nim) and dalbergia sz'soo are few 
and far between, and a few date trees are found in Dadhar, 
Kotra, Pir Chhatta, and in the neighqourhood of Shcihpur. 

Ofthe smaller bushes and sQ.rubs found scattered in the 
district are rhasya stri'cta (heshwarg ), the barilla plant, panfr, 
kanderi, mundheri, senhwar, · ghorewal, goragh, buramber, 
gorari', afabantf, and lanri. lsabghol or plantago ovata, which 
is a"medicinalplant, grows spontaneously in the sands on 
the banks of the rivers in BaJa N ari and Lahri. After good 
rains, mushrooms, chibbar~ and similar other plants sprout 
up and are much relished by the people. Common plants 
are calotropz's.procera and many saltworts such as haloxylou 
salz"cornz"cum. Rz"ghit or suaeda monoiea, from which carbonate 
of soda is made, is found in the "Gahelav forest near Gajan. 

During the rains several kinds of grasses grow and form 
good.pasture. Among the most commod are drab, kabalz, 
khiv, si11r, gam, mitera, danuh, puhi, gandher, chhabbar 
and sawari. The grain of gamh or gam (panicum antidotale) 
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forms the famine food of the poor. It grows abundantly 
on land subject to floods in Kachhi, the parts best noted 
for it being the Bolan lands and that in the neighbourhood 
of Sanhri or Hara in the Rind country. 

The wolf, jackal, hyena, fox, porcupine, hedgehog and 
badger. are common throughout the district, and so ar!! 
the deer and hare. Deer are numerous in the mountain 
ravines on the western border, in Chthri, in the' Bolan lands 
and in the Banh hills. 

Of game birds, bustard and sandgrouse, which migrate 
from the highlands during the winter, are the most import
ant. Partridge, quail and pigeon are also found distributed 
throughout the district, while waterfowl are to ·be found 
during the cold season only. The· commoner birds in the 
district are the dove; sparrow, Indian crow, vulture, kite, 
eagle, hawk, lark, hoopoe and starling. 

Among reptiles, various species of snakes are to be found. 
Some of them are• venomous and cause some loss of life. 
Scorpions and lizards are of common occurrence~ 

During the floods, fish of the common species are caught 
in running streams. 

Qwing to its low situation and to the fact that Kachhi is 
· surrounded on the west and north-east by ranges of high and 
arid mountains, the climate is, as a rule, excessively dry, 
and during the hottest part of the sumwer season, April to 
August, very oppressive. "0 God when Thou hadst created 
Sibi and Dadhar, what object was there in conceiving a hell ?" 
says the 'native proverb. From November to the middle of 
March the climatic conditions are pleasant, the air being 
crisp and cool. 

As no statistics exist for the district, the average figures 

January 
:\lay 
July 
November 

S8'Io 
94'7° 
96'zo 
69'10 

of temperature for Jacobabad, given 
in the margin, may be taken as typical 
of the conditions in the Kachhi plain. 
The average d1fference between the 
maximum and minimum temperature 

of each day in these mo~ths is 29·8, 33'1, 23'9 and 35·8 
degrees respectively. 

The seasons in Kachhi are not well marked as in the 
highland districts of Baluchistan. In fact only two seasons 
are r~cognised, the summer and the winter, a greater portion 
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of the year being reckoned in the former. The latter is 
short and lasts from the middle of November to the middle 

- of March, when th~ climate is cool and pleasant, though the 
sun is hot at mid-day. 

Rainfall, The rainfall in Kachhi is extremely small, averaging about 
three inches, most of which occurs in July and August. The 
winter rains are received about January and February. 
Some rain also falls, as a rule, at the end of March and 
beginning of April. · There are no stations in the district at 
which rainfall is recorded. 

Winds. The direction of the winds is never constant in any 
particular season, and the ordinary winds have no material 
effect on the climatic conditions. They have distinctive 
local names in different localities, but those prevailing at 
Gandava and Bhag may be taken as typical for the district. 
In winter, the generally prevalent wind'> in Gandava are 
northern (uttar or kumbi), north-eastern (gadria!) and 
western (aulho), while, in Bhag, the north-western, or kumbi, 
as .it is there called, blows. The north wind is cold and 
piercing. During the summer, scorching winds blow from 
the south, which at .times take the form of the deadly 
simoom, locally called jhola or luk. This is s~id to be 
caused by the generation in the atmosphere of a highly 
concentrated form of ozone by_ some intensely marked 
electrical condition.· It is sudden in its attack, destroying 
the vitality of animal and vegetable existence, and is some
times preceded by a cold current of air. It occurs usually 
in June and July, and is attended by a well-marked sulphur
ous odour. • The eastern wind called obharva in Gandava 
and hakarwdl in Bhag also blows in summer and cools the 
atmosphere. It is supposed to be a precursor of rain. 

Dust storms. Dust storms occur frequently during the hot season in 
Kachhi. According to Dr. Cook"" they are attended 
with peculiar phenomena in the form of atmospheric dust, 
dust columns and dust storm~. They are caused by a 
highly electrical and accumulative conditio~ of the atmos
phere. They frequently last for many hours, entirely obscur-

* The Country of Baluchistan, by A. W. Hughes, F.~.G.S •• 
F.S.S., . 1877, pp. 1oo-1o2 et seq. 
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ing the sun at mid-day. Dust columns may be noticed rising PHYSICAL 
in the atmosphere in little circular eddies on calm, quiet AsPECTs. 

days when hardly a breath of air is stirring. and the sun is 
pouring down its heated rays with full force and catching up 
and whirling round bits of ~tick, grass, dust and sand until 
a column is formed of great height and considerable dia-
meter. This usually remains stationary for some time and 
then sweeps away across country at great speed, and ulti-
mately, losing by degrees the velocity of its circular move-
ment, dissolves and disappears. 

The district has been subject to very severe shocks of Eartbquake!Oo 
earthquakes in former years. About forty years ago a 
severe earthquake is said to have occurred in the Lahri 
niabat, which· caused heavy damage to buildings at Lahri, 
Trehar and other villages, and resulted in the loss of several 
human lives. Shoc.J<,:s, resulting in destruction of. property 
and c ... ttle, are also said to have been felt at Gandava and 
B:Ha N::l.ri about the same time. The latest earthquake of a 
severe nature occurred at Dadhar on the 2jrd of December, 
1903. About 6o houses were razed to the ground and 
many others more or less damaged. The loss of property 
was estimated at about Rs. IS,ooo. Some human' lives 
were also lost. ' 

The history of Kachhi centres round the two towns of HISTORY. 
Sibi and Gandava or Kandabil as it is called by the Arab Ancient his

geographer~. From the earliest times, both places appear tory. 
to have formed part of the same district. 

It is perhaps likely that the province of Kachhi ·once 
formed part of the ancient country of Sewistan, which 
appears to have also included Sibi, though authorities differ 
as regards the accurate definition of its boundaries. Dr. 
Duke is of opinion that Sewistan included within its limits, 
besides Kalat and the adjoining territory, the part of the 
country known as " Kach of Gandava as far as the Indus 
river on the east and the Lakki pass on the south, " and 
formed part of the once pQwerful Hindu kingdom of Sewas 
who ruled over· Kalat previous to the Muhammadan inva
sion. As Baluchistan did not come under Muhammadan 
influence till about the seventh century, the date of the. 
Sewas must, therefore, be assigned to a much earlier 
period. • 
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The first authentic record which we have of the early 
history of Kachhi is when Chach, the ruler of Sind, marched, 
from ArmabtH (BcHa), apparently via the Jhalawan country 
to Kandabil and afterwards encamped on the banks of the 
river .Sini or Sibi, which is possibly the Nari of the present 
day. There can be little doubt that KandabH is identifiable 
with the modern Gandava. It is said to have been founded 
by the Persian King Bahman between the confines of the 
Hindus and the Turks. The Arab~, on their arrival in the 
country, found the Turks holding the district between 
Khuzdar and Gandava at the foot of the Mula pass . 

. Kaikan, which has been identified with the modern Nal, 
formed part of this district and was an imporrant place in 
those days. Biladuri tells us KandabH was situated on a 
hill or elevated site, and that the Arab Amran, after taking 
the town, transferred the principal inh~bitants to Khuzdar. 
Gandava, as it now stands, is on an elevated site in the 
middle of the Kachhi plain, which tallies with the above 
description. KandabH wa-s also described as the capital 
of Budha (or ~udha according to some geographers) 

· and is situated .ten marches through the desert from 
Multan. 

There are good reasons for thinking that the correct name 
of this country, which is frequently mentioned by Arab 
geographers, was Nudha not Burlha. The inhabitants are 
described as Budha (Nudha) and Mand and as residing in a 
tract between Turan (the modern Jhalawan), Multan and 
Mansura. Its inhabitants wereJats, as they are to the present 
day, and they lived in huts made of reeds and grass just as the 
jats of the present day live in huts of matting made from the 
date-palm. Then, as now, travellers remarked on the 
excellence of its breed of camels, but in those days ·these 
camels had double humps and were in great demand in 
Khurasan and Persia. · 
· Following Chach, we find that in his march to Kandabil 
(Gandava) he prepared to make a sudden assault on the city. 

· The people took refuge in the fort,- but being soon reduced 
to straits they agreed to pay him an annual tribute of wo,ooo 

• dirams and 100 hill horses. A treaty having been made, . 
Chach returned to his capital at Alor. The date of this 
event may approximately be fixed at about 63S-636 A.D., 
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in which year Chach led an expedition into Kirman and HISTORY. 

, immediately afterwards marched on Kandabil. 

The Brahman dynasty founded by Chach ceased to exist 
in the reign of its third ruler, Dahir, son of Chach, and was 
overthrown by the Arabs in the eighth century. 

Several expeditions were made against Kandabil during The Arabs. 
the time of the Arab invasions. It was despoiled during 
the reign of the Khalifa Abdul Malik, A.D. 684-705, but 

·its entire conquest was not effected till some years after-
wards by Muhammad Qasim. Later on during the Caliph-
ate of Yazid II, 720-724 A.D., the sons of Muhallab took 
refuge in Kandabif and were subsequently slain there. · 
During·the reign of Al Mu'tasim billah, 833-841 A.D., Kan:. 
dabil was taken by Amran, as previously mentioned, who 
removed the inhabitants to Khuzdar. Al Istakhri, who 
wrote about the tenth century, mentions Kandabil, and Ibn 
Haukal, who wrote somewhat later, shows it in his map. 
We also find that under the Arabs, Kandabil appears to 
have been one of their principal canton.ments. 

Several centuries now elapse before either Sibi or Gan
dava are traceable in history. Following the history of 
Sind, the Brahman dynasty was replaced early in the eighth 
century by the Arabs under the Ummayids and then revert
ed to the Abbasids. From the latter, Sind passed under 
the Ghaznavids in 1025 A.D. 

On the downfall of the Ghaznavids and rise of the Gho- Sdmras. 
rian monarchy, a tribe named Sumra declared its independ-
ence in 1054 A.D., and secured the Government ·of the 
country. According to Elliot, the Sumra power could, at 
no time, have been extensive and absolute, and this is borne 
out of the fact that early in the thirteenth century during the 
time of. Nasiruddin Kabacha, Sibi is mentioned as being 
among the 7 kingdoms of Sind that were tributary to Mul_. 
tan, and one Wakia, son of Pannun Channun, was establish-
ed in the valley.· 

The SU.mras were succeeded by the Sammas in 1351 A.D. S<\mmas. 
These rulers took the title of Jam. The Sammas reigned 
till r 521 A.D., and it was in the rt:ign of one of these rulers, 
Jam Taghlaq (1423-1450 A.D.), that the Baloch appeared in 
Sind and are recorded as raiding near Bhakkar. 
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HISTORY. In the fifteenth century the Baloch seem to have extend-
The rise of ed thdr power to KahH, Kachhi and the Punjab. Their 

the Baloch. history forms the subject of legendary ballads, and Mir 
Chakar, the Rind, is said to have ruled in Kachhi peace
fully for about 30 years. Hostilities then arose between 
Mir CMkar and Gwahnl.m Lashari, wh<1 were rivals for the 
hand of a.Jat woman named Gohar, and the series of wars 
were waged between them f~r about 30 years, which are 
so celebrated in Baloch verse. At first the Rinds were 
defeated and seem to have called on th~ Arghuns for aid. but 

, after various fluctuations, Chakar, with most of the Rinds, 
left Sibi and made for the Punjab. The Lasbaris remained 
at Gandava and some Rinds maintained their position at 
Shoran in Kachhi. The Lasharis appear to have also 
accompanied Shah Beg Arghun in his wars against Jam 
Feroz, the successor of Jam Nanda. whom he pursued 
towards Gujrat, as the legend represents them as invading 
Gujrat an<i afterwards returning to Kachhi and obtaining a 
grant ,,f Gandava from the king. The Magassi tribe, a 
branch of the Lasharis, still occupy that neighbourhood. In 
the wars th~t took place between the Rinds and Lasharis a 
great part was played by M lr Zunn{m Beg Arghtm, who was 
Governor of Kandahar and North-eastern Baluchistan under 
Sultan Husain-Mirza of Herat about 1470 A.D. 

The Ar- The Samma dynasty reached the summit of its fame in 
ghUns. the time of Nizamuddin, better known as Jam Nanda, who 

succeeded to the throne in 1461 and reigned 48 years·; but 
towards the close of his reign, the Arghuns be;gan to 
threaten Sind, and the Arghun Chief, Zunnun Beg, annexed 
Pishin, Quetta and Mastung to his dominions, while 
his son, Shah Beg, invaded Kachhi by the Bolan in 1485 
A.D. and took Sibi from Jam Nizamuddin after a battle. at 
J aluglr. · After· Zunnun Beg's . death in war against the 
Uzbegs, Shah Beg, who had succeeded him, found it difficult 
to maintain Kandahar against Babar, and in ISll A.D. he 
set out from there to seize the territory of Sibi. On his 
arri~al at that , lace he invested the fort. The descendants 
of Sultan Purdil Birlas, who are sai..t to have ruled in 
Sibi at this time, ad,vanced to oppose him with 3,000 Ball'ch, 
but the army of Shah Beg proved completely vit:tor.ous. 
Having appointed Mirza Isa Tarkhcin, one of the most 
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distinguished of his nobles, to be Governor, he returned HisTORY. 
to Kandahar. But in I51J, Babar marched upon Kandahar 
with a powerful and numerous army, and Shah Beg, after 
negotiating a peace, withdrew to Sibi. Here he raised a 
force of 1 ,ooo horse and despatched them to Sind and they 
tookKakanandBa~hbanin.1514. In 1517, Kandaharfinally 
passed into the hands of Bar,ar, upon which Shah Beg 
made warlike preparations for the con.quest of Sind. About 
1518 Mirza Isa was removed from Sibi ; and Shah 
Beg left Sliltan Ali ArghUn and Zibak Tarkhan with a 
number of men for the protection of the forts of Sibi and 
Gandava, and by 1520 completely overthrew the Sammas 
and established his power in Sind. 

Writing in r6oo, Mir .Masum of Bhakkar gives a descrip
tion of Sibi and states that it included the district of 
Korzamin, Chhattar and Gandava. At that time. the district 
of Kachhi appears to have been constantly laid waste by 
marauding bands in the same way as it has been so many 
times since. 

In the time of the Emperor Akbar, Sibi was taken in 1594 The ·Mu

after an arduous siege and assessed to revenue. · Gandava, ghals. 

which had been besieged in 1570 A.D. by Mujahid Khan the 
grandson of Abkar's general Muhib Ali Khan, was pre-
sumably included in th" maluil of Fatehpur, which is not 
separately mentioned but which lies close to Gandava. 

In 1658 A.D. at the time of the struggle b~tween Aurang
zeb and his brother Dara Shakoh, the latter, after retiring 
to Cutch, made his way to Sind. He thence pas~ed 

through the C~"untry of Chandia Baloch and took shelter 
with the Chief of· the Magassis at Jhal, proceeding after-

. wards to Dadhar. 

About the commencement "f the eighteenth century, the The Kalho, 
Kalhonl.s began to assert their power in Sind, which was ras. 
being ruled by Governors appointed from Delhi. Under 
Din Muhammad, their lawless proceedings roused the 
court at Delhi to great indignation. An officer, named 
Sheikh Jah:in, was despatched from Delhi against them, 
but was killed. Prince M ulzuddin, eldest son of the 
Emperor Bahadur Shah, and GtJvernor of ~tultan, there-
fore, took the field against the Kalhoras when Dlo Muham-
mad was killed. His brother, Yar Muhammad, who had 

:II 
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HisTORY. sought refuge at Kalat, submitted at a later period. He 
eventually received the title of Khudayar Khan and was 
appointed Governor of Sibi. Yar Muhammad died in 
1719 A. I)_ and his son Nur Muhammad was admitted by 
the Emperor Muhammad Shah to all the offices and dig
nities which his father had enjoyed. By.I737. the Kalhoras 
completely established their power in Sind. 

As the Mughal power decayed, the Ahmadzai Chiefs of 
Kalat found themselves freed in some degree from external 
interference. Mir Abdulla (1715-16 to 173o-3I), who was 
the contemporary of Nur :Muhammad Kalhora, turned his 
attention to Kachhi, and having assembled a force, invaded 
the district, which at that time was a part of the dominions 
of the Kalhoras and governed for them by their naib Murad 
Ganjah. The men of Jh:i.lawao and the Iltazais were 
ordered to assemble and to march on Gandava by way of 
the Mula pass, while Mir Abdulla himself descended into 
the Kachhi plain by the Bolan. Dadhar was taken 
and . plundered (and the Khan · advanced to a place 
called Jandrihar near Saooi. Before the Jhalawao forces 
could join him, the naih of Gandava marched against him, 
accompanied by all the available troops from Sind and 
Kachhi. A fierce battle ensued at Jandrihar, and though 
the Khan's army was much inferior in numbers, he 
fought bravely, but fell in the action. This occurred in 
17Jo-JI. 

Nadir Shih. In the early part of 1739, Nadir Shah invaded India and 
occupied Delhi. In the treaty made by the Emperor 
Muhammad Shah the greater part of Sind was ceded to 
Nadir Shah. N ur Muhammad Kalhora, · on learning this, 
revolted, but on being attacked by Nadir Shah, fled to 
Umarkot. He was captured by Nadir Shah, but was soon 
after released. Only a part of his former territory was, 
however, restored to the Kalhora ruler, Kachhi or Kach 
Gandava being made over, in 1740, to the Brahuis in com
pensation for the death of Mir Abdulla, the Ahmadzai Khan 
of Katat, at the hands of the Kalhoras a few years pre
viously. Hence Kachhi is always spoken of as having been 
acquired for Kalat by the blood of Abdulla Khan. After his 
expedition against the Kalhora ruler of Sind, Nadir Shah 
returned to Kandahar, marching through Kachhi. 
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By the acquisition of Kachhi, the Bnihuis obtained good HISTORY. 

culturable lands and certain tracts were distributed to the 
tribesmen by Muhabbat Khan and his brother Nasir Khan 
on the condition of their finding so many men-at-arms for 

· the Khan's body of irregular troops. At the same time 
. much of the revenue-paying land was retained for the Khan 

himself. • 
On the assassination of Nadir Shah, in 1747, Sind and Ahmad Shab. 

Kalat became tributary to Ahmad Shah Abdali. After the 
· death of Nasir Khan I of Kalat and under the rule of his 

successors Mahmud Khan and Mehrab Khan, Kachhi pre
sented a scene of great unrest owing to the depredations of 
bands of the Baloch tribes from the adjoining hills. 

Kachhi was visited thrice by Masson between -the years Visit 
0 

r 
1827-41. On the first occasion, on his way from Kabul and Masson. 

Kandahar to India, he ·passed from Dadhar down the 
western side of Kachhi to Rojhan in the present Nasirabad 
tashil. On his second journey he made his way via· Sannat-
tar, Shadia, and Kichi to Ghaibi-Derah. 

The third occasion on which he visited Kachhi was after 
his imprisonment with Lieutenant Loveday by the Brahuis 
at the time of the first Afghan war. This was at the begin
ning of 1841 and he made his way from Dadhar to Haji 
Shahr and Bhag to J ani Derah. At this time, Dadhar was 
held by the 2nd Bombay Grenadiers. 

On the first two occasions the country appears to have 
been suffering from tk:e weak rule of Mehrab Khan of Kalat. 
Round Dadhar and Haji Shahr, the country was populous 
and well cultivated, but further south many of the standing 
crops were lying uncut, and trade was at a standstill and 
abandoned owing to the depredations of marauders from 
the Jhalawan hills. 

On the outbreak of the first Afghan war the political British con
relations of the British Government with the district were nection. 

for the first time established. In 1838, Lieutenant Leech 
was deputed to Kalat to make arrangements regarding 
supplies for the army about to proc~d to Afghanistan. 
Situated, as it was, at the base of the lines of communication 
on which the British army depended during its operations in 
Afghanistan, Kachhi was of great importance and from 1839 
to 184:z was held and administered by the British. 
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HISTORY. In March 18391 the Bengal column of the army and the 
troops of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk assembled at Dadhar, having 
marched via Barshori, Mlrpur, Bh:lg and Haji. Later, on 
the 21st of March, the Bombay column reached Gandava, 
having marched along the western sile of Kachhi. From 
here it had been hoped that the column would have been 

• enabled to march up the Mula pass and so reach the 
highlands about the same time as the Bengal column, 
but the Mula route was pronounced impracticable, and, after 
some days spent at the mouth of the pass, it was decided to 
march yia Shoran, Sanni and Naushahra and to follow on 
tht" heels of the Bengal column in its passage up the Bolan. 
Neither force fol:!ght any actions of particular importance 
on its way through Kachhi, but the predatory tribes along 
the route busied themselves in cutting off convoys and in 
rendering the lines of comm1:mication absolutely unsafe. 

On the advance of the army, some companies of Native 
infantry were left to garrison Dadhar at the mouth of the 
Bolan pass, and military pol-its were later on established at 
Lahri, Phuleji, Chhattar and Shahpur and subseq~ently at 
Sibi. • 

Shortly after the advancing armies had passed ~p the 
Bolan, all the jdgirs in Kachhi which had been granted by 
preceding ,Brahui governments to the various tribes for 
services rendered were ordered to be confiscated and one 
Saiad ·Muhammad Sharif was appointed as the ntiib of 
Kachhi. This official, who· was not reputed to be trust
worthy, was largely responsible for the confiscations, the 
result of which was to inflame many chiefs of great power 
and influence among the Brahu•s, such as Kamal Khan Iltazai, 
the brother-in-law of Shah Nawaz Khan of Kalat, Rahim 
Khan Mengal, and others. These men, whose protests were 
not listened to, retired sullen and dejected to the hills and 
were soon at the head of bodies of insurgents. 

Among the tribes who caused most trouble on the lines of 
communication were the Marris, Bugtis, Dombkis, and 
Jakranis*. Blbrak)- chief of the Bugtis, and Bijar, chief of 
the Dombkis, were the most notorious of the leaders of these 
plundering expeditions. No manwassafeand the troops were 
harassed beyond endurance. Early in I8Jg, Mr. Ross Bell 

• jakranis are a clan of the Dombkis. 
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of the Bengal Service was appointed as J:'olitical Agent in HrsToRv. 
Sind and Baluchistan and it was determined to send an -
expedition against the Dombkis, at the first opportunity. 
Accordingly, in October 1839, a force under Major 
Billamore, of the 1st Bombay Grenadier Regiment, pro-
ceeded to operate against the predatNy tribes of eastern 
Kachhi and the neighbouring hills. The detachment 
arrived at Phuteji early in November, but Bijar Khan, 
with illl his followers, had ahandoned the plain country 
and with their wives and families taken refuge in the 
Marri and Bugti hills. Major Billamore followed them 
into the hills and defeated the Bugti tribe with severe loss, 
capturing their chief, Bibrak, whom he sent prisoner to Sind. 
Kahan in the Marri country was _abo entered and the expe-
dition was entirely successful. British troops were then 
posted at Lahri, Pbult~ji. Chhattar and Shahpur. 

Meanwhile the authorities had determined to punish the 
Khan of Kalat for his failure to provide supplies in Kachhi, 
and General Willshire's division, which was on its way to 
India from Kandahar, turned off from Quetta and took 
Kalat on November 13, 1839. Mehrab Khan was killed 
and Shah Nawaz Khan installed as Khan of Kalcit. 

The district of Ka.·hhi was, however, severed from Kalat 
and annexed to the territories of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, under 
the administration of British officers: Sub!<eq·.Jently the 
Brahui tribes rose against Shah Nawaz Khan in favour of 
the young N asir Khan, son of Mir Mehrab Khan, who on 
the death of his father had fled to Kharar.. Kalat fell into 
the hands of Nasir Khan and Shah Nawiiz Kha~ was • om
pelled to abdicate. The British representative at Kalat, 
Lieutenant Loveday, was also taken prisoner. Nasir Khan 
then made overtures to the British representative at Quetta, 
Captain Bean, but finding them fruitless and learninl{ that 
the recovery of Kalat was resolved upon, he moved down 
into Kachhi vi, the Bolan Pass, taking with him Lieutenant 
Loveday as a prisoner and a1tacked the British post at Dadhar 
on October 29, 1840, but was repulsed. Desultory attacks 
were made on the two following days, but reinforcements hav
ing arrived under Major Boscawen, the troops moved against 
the Khan, whose forces withdrew, leaving on the ground 
the still.warm body of the murdered Lieutenant Loveday. 
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About the same time that the Khan was advancing through 
the Bolan to Dadhar, Kamal Khan Iltazai had collected 
a force of 4,ooo men and had reached and plundered 
Gandava. It was apprehended that he would advance 
thence on Bhig, which contained large stores of grain 
and was defended only by a few irregular horse. Moreover, 
the Governor, Muhammad Sharif, was in league with the 
Br.ahuis. Fortunately reinforcements arrived at Bhag in 
time from Lahri and the place was saved. Shortly after, 
Major Boscawen encountered the Brahuis at Kanda. The 
Brahuis lost 130 men in the engagement which followed. 

After the discomfiture of the Brahuis at Dadhar, the 
Khan's army was reinforced and took up a strong hill 
position at Kumbi about 8 miles from Kotra. Here they 
were attacked by a small "coree consisting of 850 bayonets, 
6o sabres and two guns under Colonel Marshall. After a 
stubborn resistance the Brahuis were eventually defeated 
with the loss of some 300 men, whilst Mlr Bober with seven. 
other chiefs and 130 followers were taken prisoners. 

These operations secured the lines of communication. 
through Kachhi. 
· Mr. Ross Bell died and was succeeded by Colonel Outram 

in August 1841. Acting on the advice of this officer, 
the British Government reversed its former policy, and 
Colonel Stacy was deputed to try and induce the young
Naslr Khan to come in to the British authorities. In this 
be succeeded and N aslr Khan waited on Colonel Outram 
and was confirmed as Khan of Kalat. Kachhi, with all 
other forfeited portions of his territory, was restored to
him. Sibi had been taken possession of in the name of 
Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk and a Political Officer was now appoint
ed to reside there. British troops were withdrawn from 
Lahri. Henceforth the Brahui tribes and those of western 
Kachhi remained in peace but the predatory tribes of 
eastern Kachhi, the Dombkis and Jakranis and the hill 
tribes, the Marris and Bugtis, remained at open war with 
the British. In December 1841, Colonel {)utram selected 
Captain Jacob for the command of the Sind Irregular Horse 
and the political charge of eastern Kachhi. Captain Jacol> 
with 250 men of his own regiment, a company of native in
fantry, and 2 field pieces made his headquarters at Chhattar. 
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The principal leaders of the predatory tribes, notably the HI!iTORY. 

Dombkis and Jakranis, were won over to the British service 
and attached to the Sind Irregular Horse. Shortly after
wards, Turk Ali Jakrani, one of the oldest and shrewdest 
of the tribal leaders, proved treacherous and deserted to 
the Bugtis, where he collected a body of outlaws numbering 
some 1 ,500 men, but on Jacob advancing against them 
at Uch, the robbers dispersed. Throughout the trying 
year of 1842, Bijar Khan and- other chiefs proved entirely 
faithful and exerted themselves honestly and actively in 
preserving the peace of Kachhi. 

By the end of November 1842, the British had entirely 
evacuated Afghanistan, Baluchistan, and Kachhi, and the 
service of the Baloch chiefs and others under the British 
Government came to an end. Then came the war in Sind 
and the annexation of- the province to British India in 
March 1843. Kachhi became a refuge for all the dis
contented and lawless characters who had b~en driven 
out of Sind and became more disturbed than ever. This 
state of affairs continued ti11 in January 1845 Sir Charles 
Napier in person, with Generals Hunter and Simpson at the 
head of an army of about 7,ooo men of all arms and 
accompanied by Mir Ali Murad of Sind with an auxiliary 
force of some 4,ooo Baloch, proceeded against the robber 
tribes of Kachhi under Bijar Khan Dombki, who fled to the 
Bugti hills. The Marris having been prevailed on by Major 
Jacob to refuse them passage,- they surrendered, and Bijar 
Khan, the Dombki chief, with his son Na~ir Khan, remained 
State prisoners till 1851, when Bijar Khan having died of 
old age, his followers were released at the request of Major 
Jacob and allowed to return to Kachhi. The Jakranis were 
deporteJ and settled in J anidera. At the same time the 
Kaheris were reinstated in the lands round Chhattar-Phu!eji 
which had been taken from them by the Dombkis. 

After this campaign, two companies of infantry, a troop 
of cavalry and a fieid piece were posted at Shahpur. The 
Jakranis and Dombkis remained quiet, but phmdering ex
peditions into Kachhi by the Marns and Bugti~ still con-. 
tinued ; and, in September r8.t8, Captain Jac·ob reported that 
" the whole province of Kachhi is being overrun by the 
Marris and the peaceful inhabitants are fast leaving the 
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coun.try with their families and property to reside in Sind. 
The tract of country in the Nari river is almost entirely 
deserted." The treaty made in 1854 by Major John Jacob, 
C.B., on the part of the British Government with Mir 
Nasir Khan, Khan of Katat, placed the relations between 
the Khan and the British Government on a sound footing. 
Both the tribes were subsidised by the Khan, but their 
conduct showed no ·improvement. Mir Nasir Khan died in 
1857 and was succeeded by Mir Khudadad Khan, who in 
1859 was compelled to lead an expedition against the 
Marris. Kahan was occupied, and the expedition, which was 
accompanied by Major (afterwards Sir Henry) Green, was 
successful. It does not, however, appear to have had any 
lasting effect, as a second expedition had to be undertaken 
in 1862, also apparently without much beneficial result. 
The state of the country became more and more disturbed, 
and it. was at this juncture that Captain (afterwards Sir 
Robert) Sandeman appeared on the scene. His first 
mission to Kalat in 1875 was not entirely successful, but 
in the following year, by his tact and firmness, he succeeded 
in bringing about the Mastung agreement, the Magna 
Charta of the Brahui Confederacy, which effected a settle
ment between Mir Khudadad Khan and his rebellious 
chiefs. To make the influence thus acquired really effec
tive for the future, the British Government now accepted 
the respons•bility, as the paramount power, of preserving 
the peace of the country, and a fres!I treaty was concluded 
with Mir Khudadad Khan in December 1876. At the end 
of 1878 the second Afghan war broke out, and Sibi, 
which had continued to be hetd by the Baruzai chiefs as 
Governors of the Afghan rulers, was occupied by a detach
ment of troops from J acob:ibad at the request of the sardars 
afld people. On the close of the first phase of the war, Sibi 
was finally ceded to the British by the treaty of Gandamak 

·(May, 1879). This treaty was shortly afterwards abrogated, 
but at the close of the war it was decided, at the strenuous 
inst~nce of Sir Robert Sandeman, to retain the areas origi

. nally ceded by the treaty. though final orders for permaC"',nt 
retention were ·not passed till J882. 

During the reign of Mir Khudadad Khan, Kachhi was 
long a scene of anarchy and raiding, and at Bhag in March, 



ARCH£0LOGY. 

18g3 the Khan's Mustaufi, or chief accountant, with his HisTORY. 
father, his son and a follower were murdered by the Khan's 
orders. The Khan appears to have suspected the Mustauft 
of treachery and alleged that the latter had made an attempt 
on his life. Khuda-dad Khan's abdication was subsequently 
accepted by the Government of India in favour 'of his son, 
Mir Mahmud Khan, the present Khan, during whose reign 
the country has remained peaceful and its administration 
has ~reatly ·developed. 

Kachhi forms part of the Kalat State and the system of 
its administration and political control is the same as in 
Sarawan, but the lands through which the Sind-Pishin 
Railway passes form part of the Nasirabcid tahsil of the 
Sibi District, the Political Agent of which district also 
exercises control over' the Dombkis and Kaheris who· are 
settled in the Lahri niabat. 

Archreological interest in Kachhi attaches chiefly to the ARCHJBOLO
existence of various dambs or mounds which are found GY. 

scattered throughout tlie district. Several of these. mounds 
are attributed to an infidel king, named Dallu Rai, who 
appears to be a half mythical and half historical personage 
and to whom no definite place in history can be assigned. 
Such mounds as are known after this king are to be found 
in Jhal, Gajan and Shoran and appear to be the ruins of old 
cities and are strewn over with pieces of pottery. Similar 
mounds or tumuli exist in Kotra and Kunara. In the 
Bolcln lands· are the ruins of the old city of Khcinpur, those 
of the old Baruzai town of Mirzapur near Mithri, of Gujrat 
near Dadhar and of Chakar Mari near Sar.ni. 

At a distance of about 4 miles to the north-east of KhPri, 
there are ruins of a very large fort, the ramparts of l1<hich 
are still in existence but in a ruined condition. The western 
side of the fort touches the skirts of th~ Madagin hills. The 
northern wall has been carried away by the Kashok stream. 
Inside are the ruins of many houses, while a road i~sues from 
it and runs in an easte~ly direction. 

The old mounds of Chhalgari which lie about 8 miles to 
the south-west of Bell pat station were visited in 1904• by 

• For a detailed account see R~pot't of A"chtEologico.l Suroey Wo"i 
in North-West Frontier Province and Baluchistan, 1904-os, by M.A. 

Stein, Ph.D., Peshawar. 
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Dr. Stein, Archreological Surveyor, North-'\Vest Frontier 
Province and Baluchistan, whe is of opinion, from the 
evidence a~·11ilable, that the mounds contain debris, accumu
lations of a pre-Muhammadan settlement. The mou.nds lie 
to the north-east of the village, the main mound extending 
south-west to north-east for about 175 yards; its greatest 
breadth on the top is only about 20 yards and there are seve
ral small terrace-like shoulders jutting out from its sides. 
To the west of this mound and parallel to it, at a distance 
of about 120 yards, there stretches a smaller mound about 95 
yards long and only 10 to 12 feet high. Both mounds are 
thickly strewn with pottery, generally fragments of very 
small size, among which little figurines in burnt clay are 
also found after rains. Buddhist remains have also been 
discovered at Chhalgari and Tambu. 

Two Buddhist seal impressions were found at the village 

of Tambu in Bbag in 1903. 

They bear a Buddhist formula in Brahmi character, above 

which are representations of five stupas, surrounded by a 
varying number of chaltras or "umbrellas", such as are 
usually raised above objects of Buddhist worship. Both seal 
impressions are identical and Dr. M.A. Stein, who examined 
them, considers that ,the characters of the legend are not older 
than the eighth century A.D. nor much later than the ninth. 

The formula• is that weti known in the Buddhist creed in 

Sanskrit:-

-( 1) "Ye dharma hetu prabhava, Mtun teshan Tathagato 

hyavadat. 

(2) Tesh<in cha yo nirodha, evam vadi MaM Shara

mans. 

(3) Sarav papasyakarani (?am), kushalasyopasa pra

dam. 
(4) Sva Chittam paridamanam, etad Buddhanushasa

nam." 

• Reproduced from an article entitled "An Excursion to the Ruins 
and Site of an Ao1cient City near Bakhra, :3 cos north of Patna and 
6 north from Singbed. (Extracted from the Journal of .Mr. J. Ste
phenson) with a Note by James Prinsep." Uournal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, Vol. IV., page IJS-) 
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Its translation is as follows:-
"Whatever moral (of' human) actions arise from some ARCH.IEOLO· 

cause, 
The cause of them has been declared by Tathagata : 
W~t is the check to these actions, 
Is thus set forth by the great Sramanas. 
No vice is to be committed : 
Every virtue must be perfectly practised : 
The mind must be brought under entire subjection : 
This is the commandment of the Buddha." 

Such seal impressions which were used as votive offer
ings, h.ave been frequently found in the United Provinces 
and also in other parts of Northern India. '· 

Two clay-mo~lds for casting coins were found in Khari. 
Professor Rapson of the Brl.tish Museum identified them to be 
two varieties of a forced ·currency which was issued by Mu
hammad bin fughlak about 1330A D. The coins, he remarked, 
were an evidence of one of the most iniquitous attempts 
'in history to force a debased coinage on a people. They were 
issued at a fictitious value out of all relation to their intrinsic 
value, and it therefore paid unusally well to forge them. 

As described in the section on History the ancient name of 
Kachhi, according to Elliot, was Nudha or Budha. Jbn 
Haukal in his book Kildh-ul-Masalik-wa-mamdlik, which 
was written in the tenth century, mentions it as lying 
between Turan, Makran and Multan, and adds that its 
capital was J(andabtH or Kandail, the modern Gandava in 
the Kachhi plain. Mr. Hughes-Buller says•: "We may 
therefore infer that the kingdom, of which it (Kandabel) 
was the capttal, included that plain and, perhaps, also some 
of the hills to the east and west and a part of Sind. The 
inhabitants were called Nudha and Mand. The Nudhis, or 
Nudhites, are described as resembling men of the desert and 
living in houses made of reeds and grass. They are sub
sequently shown to be Jats, who still constitute the majority 
of the population." 

The Jats are a collection of Muhammadan tribes without 
any common origin, and it is possible that some of these 
may be the descendants of the Hindu inhabitants who were 
converted to Islam at the time of the Muhammadan 

• C~ruus of/,.dia, 1901, Vol. V, chapter Vtll, page 83. 
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PoPULATioN. conquest of Sind of which Kachhi was an integral 
part. Many of the Jats, however, such as the Bhattis, Sia.l, 
Awan, Rids and others described later on, came about two 
centuries ago from Multan, Dera Ghazi Khan and Bahawal
pur in the Punjab on account of a severe famine which pre
vailed in that Province, and some are said to have been im
ported by Nasir Khan· I (175o-1 to 1793-41 to aid in a~ricul
ture. The earliest of the Jats are said to be the Channe, 
Wadhe, M4nke, and Rawahi, but the Mankcs are not now 
found in the district. Buddhist archreol0gical remains have 
also been found in the district and, according to the Chack
nama, Buddhism, was the dominant religion in Sind in J:he sev
enth century. The great ·influx of the Baloch from the west
ward took place during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

Density. The fir~t census of the district was carried out in 1901. 
Rough estimates of population were made through the head
men of the tribes. The results arrived at gave a total po
pulation of82.909, which included 19,542 persons censused in 
the Dombki, Kaheri and Umrani c<>untry which was classi-' 
fied as a division of the Thal-Chotiali (Sibi) District. The 
incid.ence of population was 15 persons per square mile. 

Townsaod The number of permanent villages now (1905) is 6os, 
villages. including the towns of Gandava, Bhag, Dadhar, Lahri, 

Shoran and Jhal. The number of villages has .consider
ably increased since the British advent, as formerly the 
country was subject to depredations and the Baloch tribes 
lived a predatory life. Besides the places named above, the 
most important villages are Mushkaf (about 397 inhabitants) 
in Dadhar ; Mabesar (42 houses) in the Bolan lands ; 
Sanni, Mithri, Haji, Gadi and Sachu (1oo houses) in Bala 
Nari; Tunia (400 hou!ies),- Chhattar (1,976 persons), 
Phuleji Hasan Khan (565 persons), Phuleji Yar Muhammad 
(565 persons), Tahir Kot (628 persons) and Sbahpur (3oo 
houses) in the Lahri niahat; ]alai Khan, Chhalgari {345 
persons)Jhok Kasim, and Kanda in the Bhag nt'ahat; Mirpur 
{627 persons), Khudabad (502 persons) and Shikarpur (305 
persons) in the Nasirabad nzahati Shoran {28o houses), Sianch 
(120 houses), Hara (16o houses), Tandra Gulab Khan (150 
houses), Bhathari (200 houses}, in the Rind tribal area ; 
Gajan, Kotra, Khari {1,450 persons), Pach (304 per:,;ons), 
Ronga (314 persons), Udhcina (366 persons), Maulvi {549 
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persons) and Abad (229 persons) in the Gandava nuibat; PoPULATION. 
and lastly Jhal, Panjuk, -Hathiari and Shadihar in the 
Magassi tribal area. . 

The indigenous population is settled, but the failure of 
crops in years of drought drives the bulk of the population 
to Sind in search of labour. A small migration of the 
poorer classes to Sind also takes place early in the autumn 
for about two months to find labour there. A large influx 
of the Brahuis takes place in October and they return to 
the highlands on the approach of spring. 

No detailed record of age· or vital statistics was attempt~ 
ed in the census of 19oi, adults being merely distinguished 
from minors. Out of a total population of 82,909 there 
were 43,836 males, inlcuding 28,549 adults, and 38,073 
females includin·g 25,624 adults. 

Migration 
and immi
gration. 

Age and 
vital sta tis
tics. 

Among the J ats who formed the bulk 
the proportion of females to males was 
among the Baloch 8u to x,ooo. 

of the population, Compara-
862 to I,ooo and tive numbers 

of sexes. 

. The marriage customs of the"Jats and the Baloch are 1\larriage 
similar in the main. Three principal systems are known : the customs and 

ceremonies. nang or shan, when no stipulations are made ; the payment 
of bride price or lab ; and the kanowati or system of exchange 
of girls. The leading families among the Jats depre<;_ate 
the two latter systems and it is said that lab was unknown 
to the Jats before the last thirty years and that they have 
borrowed it from their neighbours, the Brahuis and the 
Baloch. Among the Baloch, a declaration to give the hand 
of a girl is binding, but among the Jats the ceremony of 
shirwata usually renders the betrothal binding. For; this 
ceremony the l'elations on both sides assemble at the 
house of the bridegroom's father who provides a quantity 
of milk ; . the cllp is served round and the bridegroom's 
father drops a few rupees into the cup of the bride's father. 
The next day, the bride's father invites the party to a feast 
of sweet cakes (bhusra). The feast over, the bridegroom is 
presented with a lungi or a piece of alwdn cloth by. his 
father-in-law, and congratulations are e~changed. Until 
marriage, the bridegroom supplies a suit of clothes half~ 
yearly for the bride. The ceremony of buR.i is performed 
before the marriage, as follows. As among the Hindus, a 
coloured thread (gdna) with a ring is tied to the wrist of the 
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bridegroom (ghot) and he is given a sword or knife to 
protect himself from evil spirits. Seven women who have 
married for the first time and whose husbands are alive 
(soluigan) grind a quantity of corn for the use of the couple 
after marriage. A similar ceremony takes place at the 
house of the bride (konwar) when' her hair is dressed for the 
first time like that of a married woman. On the evening of 
the marriage day, the wedding procession (j'anj) moves off to 
the bride's house. A sheet (panwan) with cloves, cardamoms 
and other articles tied in each corner is held over the bride
groom who is conducted to a kand£ (prosopis spicz"gera) tree 
and is called upon to lop a branch with a single stroke of 
the sword after going seven times round the tree. Thence 
under the same canopy he is taken to the bride's house 
where, after a feast, the n£kah is read by the mulla. Then 
the bridegroom is conducted to the apartment of the bride, 
where the following ceremonies take place. The women of 
the family give a pinch of salt to the bridegroom, who places 
it in the bride's hands ; theO a small lump of cotton is placed 
on the head of the bride and the, bridegroom has to pick it; 
then a piece of gur is placed in the clenched fist of the bride. 
and the bridegroom is required with one hand to take the 
gur from her and on his inability to do so he declares himself 
to be a slave of the bride, who then opens her hand, and 
1astly the women place the heads of the couple together 
(ldno or sarmel) seven times and then leave them alone. These 
cermonies are collectively known as the Unwtin. Among 
the J ats, the custom is for the bridegroom to take the bride 
the next day to his house on a bullock, camel or horse and 
seven days afterwards the young wife goes to the house of 
her parents with her husband whence they return with 
presents and resume the usual avocations of life. 

The rate of bride price (lab) is not fixed ; it varies from 
Rs. lOO to Rs. 700 but more com,monly it is Rs. 150 to 
Rs. ?!oo. The amount is paid before the nz"ktih. A widow is 
generally valued at a lesser amount. Among the Jat camel
breeders, the bride price is from 5 to 200. 

Xhe punishment for adultery among both the Baloch and 
the Jats is death, when caught flagrante deliCto, and nc 
compensation is payable when both the culprits are killed. 
If they escape, a compromise is made and the compensation 
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among the J ats usually consists of a girl or Rs. 100 to 
Rs. 400 in cash ; among the Baloch one or more girls and 
some cash, Rs. 100 to 200. The code of morality among 

·the camel-breeding Jats is low. 
In respect of dower (haq-i-mahr) the Baloch custom 

' follows that of tlae Bnihuis. Among the J ats, the dower 
· is usually Rs. 7· 

The status of women among the Baloch is similar to that 
among the Brahuis. :The Jats follow the Muhammadan Law 
in matters of inheritance and although a widow should, by 
custom, preferably marry one of the brothers of her de
ceased husband, she is by no means bound to remarry any 
one against her will. She receives subsistence allowance, 
but if she chooses, she may inherit one-eighth oi her late 
husband's estate. 

The language used in correspondence in the niabats is 
Urdu; Persian is used by the natives of the country in docu
ments. The principal dialects spoken are Jatki and Baluchi. 
The former is by far the most extensive, and is spoken by 
the Jats, and some of the Baloch tribes, viz., the Kah6ris. 
Mugberis, Buledis and Umranis. Two forms of it are 
recognised : Sindi or Siraiki, which is the form of the dialect 
used in Sind and is spoken by the Hindus and that portion 
of the J ats, such as the A bras and others, who have come 
from Sind; the other is known as the Punjabi Jatki or. 
Lahnda and is spoken by those sections of the J at tribe 
which originally came from the Punjab, such as the Rids and 
others mentioned later on. 

Baluchi is technically described as belonging to the l~anian 
branch of the Aryan sub-family of the Indo-European family. 
The form used by the tribes in the district is known as the 
eastern dialect as opposed to- the western or Maknini dialect, 
and the words in use for common objects and acts are nearly 
all pure Baluchi, the remainder of the language being 
borrowed from Persian, Sindi and Punjabi. In Kachhi, 
Baluchi is spoken by some of the Magassis, Lasharis, Rinds, 
Jatois and Dombkis. 

The indigenous population of the district may be 'divided 
into two main classes, viz., the Jats and the Baloch. Others 
are Hindus or the trading class, Saiads, and menial classes. 
The latter were all classed as J ats at the time of the census. 
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By far the most numerous are the Tats, who form the bulk 
of the population. Next come the Baloch and then follow. 
Hindus, Saiads and others of less importance. ·• 

The following table shows the strength of the principal 
tribes as censused in 1901 in the district of Kachhi 
itself:-

Rind 6,zsz 
Magassi -··· 9,658 
Dombki 3,684 . 
Urn rani '49 
Kahthi ••• 763 
Buledi ••• 635 
Khosa ••• 396 
Jat ••• 39.499 
Saiads ••• 917 
Hindus... .... • •• 10,784 

The constitution. of a Baloch tribe resembles that of the 
Brahuis. At the head of the tribe is the chief or wadera or 
tumanddr with whom are associated the mukadams or heads 
of clans and motahars or heads of sections. The mukadams 
and the motahars are the wadera's executive officers, and their 
offices are hereditary, except in the case of inability, in which 
case the next rightful heir in the same section or clan is 
selected. 

The origin The following account of the origin of Baloch is given by 
oftheBaloch. Mr. R. Hughes-Buller in his Census Report for 1901 :-

" There is ample evidence to show that the nacleus of the 
Baloch tribe& now to be found in 1the Indus Valley were 
origi~ally settled in Makran and Persian Baluchistan to the 
sout~ of Kirman. Take, for instance, their names:-the 
nuclehs of. the Bugtis traces its origin to Bug, m Persian 
Balu~histan; the Buledis to the Bul6da valley in Makran, 
near,! which some of them are still to be found ; the Domkis. 
oth~rwise written Dombki, from the r•ver Dombak in Persian 
Baluchistan ; the La&Mris from LasMr ; the Gishkoris 
from Gishkaur, i.e., the Gish stream, which drains the Bu!E~
da ( valley ; the Kulachis from Kuianch, also situated in 
Makran; and the Magassis from Magas in Persian Baluchis
tan. A·gain, there is to be found a strong tribe of Rinds at 
Mand in Makran, from whom the Rinds of the Kachhi plain 
are drawn. Elphinstone states in his history that the Baloch 
were occupying the mountains of Makran at the time of 
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the first Arab invasion in 664 A. D., and lbn-Haukal, who PoPULATION, 
wrote in the roth century, tells us that the Koch and Baloch 
inhabited the 'IniQ Zamin, bordering on Hind and Sind'. 
Like Kochi or Kochai in Pashto and . old Persian, . the word 
Baloch simply means ' nomads' or 'wanderers'. 

• .. It is previous to their settlement in Persian Baluchistan 
and Makran that th~ origi"n of the Baloch is bMried in obscu
rity and that authorities differ, some holding the story of the 
Syr"ian origin to be true and others alleging them to be of 
Turkoman stock. Sir Henry Green, who was the Political 
Superintendent ~f the. Upper Sind Frontier, found tribes 
bearing the same names as those now common among ·the 
Baloch of the Indus valley in the cours~ of his travels in 

·Syria.· On the other hand, Muhallab the Arab invader, 
encountered eighteen Turki horse nen ·riding crop-tailed 
horses in 664 A. D. at Kaikan, *which lies somewhere between 
Kej in Makran and Khuzdar, a fact which. would indic-tte that 
the theory of the Central Asian origin of the Baloch is· not 
"without foundation in fact. When we considt:r the_proL;ess of 
affiliation which has gone on, or is going on among the 
Baloch of the present day, it would not be· surprising if 
enquiry were to show that they consisted both of Arab and 
Ttkinia!J stock. · 

" The authenticity of the tradition among the Baloch of· 
the Indus valley which centres round jalal Khan, generally 
called Jalalhan, from whom sprang four sons-Rind, Hot, 
Lashari, Korai-and a daughter, ·Mai Jato-may well be 
doubted, especially as the Hots of Makran are universally 
credited with being the aboriginal inhabitants of the country, 
and themselves claim to be a distinct race fn,m the 
Rinds, and from the various Baloch tribes who inhabit the 
country noJw. It is possible that they are the, representa
tives of the Oreitai or Horitai, who were met with by 
Alexander in the course of his prog.ress westwa~;d through 
Makran. 

'' The great influx of the Baloch from the w~stward ap
pears to have taken place during the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, as by the sixteenth century there .is authentic 

• ~Jr. Hughes-Buller in a later work, considers Kaikan as iden
tifiable wilb tbe modern Nal in the }balawan country.-Ed. 

3 
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. .PoPOLAtiON.· evidence that they were numerous and were making raid,; 
and forays in all directions.''"" 

'The origin and history of the Baloch is fully discussed in 
Mr. Dames't Balock Race. 

The princioal Raloch tribes are described below in the order 
of their numerical strength. · 

Rinds. Including tMJ atois ( 1989), Lasharis (8,49). Jamalis (3,931 ), 
Khosas. (3,883), and Chcindias (756), who were enumerated 
with the Rinds in 1901, and all of whom form independent 
units, the Rind tribe numbered 18,693 (t0,134 males and 
8,559 females), of whom 16,376 (8,889 males and 7,487 
females) were cens11sed in the Katat State. The remainder 
were censused in' Las Bela, Quetta-Pishin,. Thai-Chotiali, 
Zhob and Chagai. The tribe occupies the country round 
Shoran, which is their head-quarters. Elsewhere in Kachhi, 
a few are found in the Dadhar valley, while branches of the 
Kulloi clan live in the Sarawan district in Lop and Munga
char. The clans closely allied together and under the imme
diate control of the chief, wadera Sardar Khan (1go7), num
ber fourteen, viz., Mirozai, Hotanzai, Godhri, Kaheri 
Nakhezai, Kulloi, Ghulam Bolak, Siahpad, Chciwlani, Azdi, 
Buzdar, Ramezai, Majhbi and Isubani. 

After being driven from Kirman, the Rinds lived in Kej 
·and Kolwa, and here they are still to be found. Thence 
they migrated into Sind, and are now scattered. through 
that province and the Punjab. In the latter province, so 
many as 21,154 were found at the last census. However 
pure the tribe may have been when it left its home ·in Mak
ran, it has not preserved its homogeneity, and the present 
chief of the Rinds is said to be a Babi Afghan~ although he 
himself is able to trace his genealogy for 17 generations to 
Jalal Khan, son of Mir Rind, the traditional anc~stor of 
the tribe. According to the most popular accounts current 
among the tribes, the Mfrozais or the chief's section, and their 
collaterals the Hotanzais,are descended from Bijar, who came 
eight gener~tions ago and ousted the Godhris from the chief
ship of the Rinds. The Godh::is, it is said, had ousted the 
Mandwanis, ~ow a clan of the Bangulzais. The nucleus of 

. • Census of India, Vol. V. pages 94·5· 
·t The Baloch Race by M. L. Dames, London, 1904· 
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the present tribe consisted of the Godhri, Nakhezai, Kul- PoPuLATION. 
Joi, Ghulam Bolak, Siahpad, Chawlani, and IsuMni 
clans : also the Majhbis and Azdis, who are described 
as being of low origin, the former being the servants and 
the latter the freed slaves of the Baloch. A,mong aliens 
who joined :n later times, are three sections among the 
Godhris, viz., the Shaheja from the Marris, the Dinaris from 
the Lashans ; and the Kambraris from the Brahuis. Others 
are 1 he Buzdars, who are a branch of the Buzdars of. Sind 
and Punjab, and contain among t}letn also Chandias and 
Bugtis ; and the Hazaragh section of Kullois, who came 
from the Pandrani Brahuis 

The nucleus of the Kaberis claim to be descendants of the 
Haft Walz"s or seven saints, whose shrine at Bathari is 
described below, and who were Saiads who came. with the 
Baloch. They have, however, been joined by the Raminrani, 
who are Babbur Jats, and Rehanzais, who are Rahunja Jats. 
The Kaheris, as guardians of the Haft Walt" shrine, are held 
in respect. The Ramezais and the Azdis each constitute a 
half tukkar. The Mirozais and Hotanzais, on account of 
their position, are held in great honour by the tribesmen. 
Special mention may be made of the )Jlrge clan of Kullois, 
a most turbulent clan among the tribe. Those living in the 
Lop in Sarawan are distinguished as Koh Kullois and hold 
lands in common with their brethren of the plains. The 
Kullois of Mungachar have been described in ~he Sara'1l1an. 
Gasetteer. 

., 

When the Brahui confederacy ·was at the zenith of its 
power, the Rinds became members of it, and are reckoned 
with the Sarawans. They supplied I,ooo men-at-arms. 
The tribe is devoted to agriculture, and on the whole well
behaved. They have given up their old habits of cattle.: 
lifting from Sind, for which they were once notorious. The 
Ramezais and Koh Kullois supplement their income from· 
the produce of their flocks, and ~early all sections more or 
less possess camels. The tribe has long been at feud with 
the Magassis, and an account of the fighting between them 
is given under that tribe •. By far the severest' fight was 
that known as Sher Muhammad Rosh fought' near Jhal in 
I8Jo, in which the Rinds were completely defeated and many 
of them fled to Sind, 'where. they are still settled lit' jahngar 



KACHH/, 

. PoPuLATION. Bazar near Sehwan on the Begari canal, at Ratto Dero, 
and in the neighbourhood of Larkana. Wadira Sardar 
Khan, the present chief, has been, since 1895, in receipt of a 
monthly allowance of Rs. 300 from the Katat State. He 
possesses great influence in his tribe. His family has matri
monial connections with the Raisani and Bangulzai sardar
kMls. He keeps in his service a body of men called sepoys 
for the control of the tribe and the management ~f his large 
jagir. These men receive fixed grain allowances at each 
harvest, and their servict:s are utilised when reqi.lired. · They 
numbered 61 in 1904. Other leading men in the tribe are 
Mir Arz Muhammad and Mir Khan Muhammad Mirozais; 
Kadir Bakhsh, headman of the Godhris ; Bughra Khan 
Nakbezai; Amir Jan, headman of the Kullois, living in 
Narmuk; Dil Murad Buzdar and Haji Khan and Kambar 
Ramezais. . A few sections of other tribes, although possess
ing no share iri the tribal land, yet join the tribe in good and 
il.l, and look to .the chief on all occasions. They include the 
Marris (about 53 houses), Golas (140 houses), Chandias, (8 
houses), Khosas (4 houses) and Rahejas (8 houses). 

In 1901, the Magassjs, including the Lasharis (3,036) and 
Magassis. . Mugheris (1,181), numbered 10,340 (5,758 males and 4,582 

females). Of these, ~0,263 (5,718 males and 4,545 females) 
~ere enumerated in Kahit ; the remainder were censused in 
Quetta-Pishin, Thal-Chotiali and Las Bela. 

The Magassis are also known as Lasharis, and, according 
to Dames, derive their name from Mag, who was sixth in 
descent from Lashar. · The principal sections into which the 
ti-ibe is divided are Bhutani, Mirzai or Mirzani, Nindani or 
Nindwani, Rawatani, Sobhani, Shambhani, Sakbani, 
Raheja, ·Mugh~mani, Khosa, Hasrani, Katyar, Khatohal, 
ilisbani ~r lsbani, · Ahmadani, Marri, Chandraman, 
Umrani, jattak and Jaghirani. The Lasbaris and Mugheris. 
are described ~eparately below. · • 

The whole tribe lives at Jhal and its neighbourhood, but a 
good many of the Magassis have separated from the main 
tribe and settled with others. These include some. Shamblinis 
who live with the Bugtis and many Magassis · belonging to 
other clans who are found in Miizaffargarh, Liah in Mianwali, 
the Chenab canal, ~ankera and Kot Dhingaran in the Punjab; 
l_lnd at Jung Shahi near Tatta, Shah Pania in Larkana, in 
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Khairpur, Mehar, Jacobabad, Ghotki and Shikarpur in Sind PoPULA'I'lON. 
and at Khanpur in the Bahawalpur State. The nuCleus of 
the tribe claims to have come from Magas in Persia. This 
nucleus consisted of the LashJ.ri followers of Gwahram. The 
BhUtani (to which the chief belongs and who take their nante 
from Bhut I, fifth in descent from Lashar), Nindwani and 
Rawatani claim to be the direct descendants of Gwahram 
Lash:iri. :rhe Shambhani, Sobh:ini, Hasrani, Nisbani and 
some 9f the Sakhani are derived from the followers who 
originally came with Gwahram from Magas, and from this 
nucleus the Mfrzani, Ahmadani and Umrani are descended. 
Among 'affiliated sections are the Rahejas from the Bugtis ; 
the Mughemanis from the Chandia Baloch ; the Khosas 
from the U mnini Khosas ; the Khatohal,. the J attaks and 
the J aghiranis are Brahuis ; the Chandraman are Chhuttas ; 
the Marris came from the Marris ; and the Katyar are com-· 
posed of groups from the Puzh Rinds, Buledis and Bugtis. 
It may be mentioned that many of the Magassis are popu-
larly believed by others to be Jats. Except the Marris, who 
live in the hills to the west of Jhal, all the remaining sections 
are settled and are engaged in agri'culture. The Magassis 
have been sworn enemies of the Rinds from generations, 
and severe fighting has taken place between the two tribes 
from time to time, the most important engagements being 
that fought at Takri in which the Magassis numbered 700 

and the Rinds 1 ,ooo ; that of Mihan Mandhan, and the en-
gagement of Shoran, which took place in 1:he time of the 
Magassi chief Bhut II, who, together with his ally Sobha 
Chandia, was defeated by Mfro Rind. In this the Magassis 
1oM about 120 men and the Rinds 30. Sobha Chandia was 
also killed. Eleven days afterwards, Bhut II defeated the 
Rinds, but was himself killed. A very severe engagement 
between the two tribes took place at Khanpur near Gandava 
in the time of Mfr M~hmud Khan I (1793-4 to I816-17) and 
resulted in the complete deteat of the Magassis. The res-
pective strength of the Rinds and Magassis was 7,ooo and 
z,ooo and the losses 220 and so. The Dfnaris of Khari 
and the Lasharis of Gajan took prominent part in this fight 
on behalf of the Rinds, on whose side were also some 
Buzdars, Marris, Kuchks, Eri and Sianch Jats, Jamalis, 
Dombkis, Khalpar Bugtis, Jatois, Bute.dis~ Umranis 
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PoPULATioN. and Golas. The whole force assembled at Khari, where they 
were entertained for 24 days by the Dinari headman, WadrJra 
Kalati, and thence advanced on Khanpur, which was stormed 
and taken. ·The Magassis fled to Jhal, which became th~nce
forward their head-quarters. The next engagement 
took place at , Lebo about 1829 in the time of wadtfra 
Ahmad Khan Magassi, in which the Rinds lost 220 men and 
the Magassis .7, including Ahmad Khan. Elev~n months 
afterwards, another battle topk place at Bhunga, ab~JUt ri 
miles from Jhal,,which is better known as Sher Muhammad 
Rosh or Sher Muhammad day. The Rinds numbered 7ooo, 
and were led by their chief, Sardar Khan, and his brother 
Sher Muhammad. ·The Magassis numbered I ,goo only in
cluding Chandias, Khanzais, Musianis, Taingizais, Baduzais 
and others .. The Rinds suffered a severe defeat and lost 700 
men, the Magassi loss being only x8. According to Masson, 
the battle took place in r8Jo, and a vivid description of it 
is given in Masson's Narrative (If a journey to Kaltit. 

Six months after the Sher MuhaJ,llmad Rosh fight, x,2oo 
Magassi sowars looted Shoran and are said to have kille.d 
6oo men. The Rind sardar fled to Abad in Kashmor. 
These feuds, thanks· to the British supremacy, are now· at 
rest, but tbe Rind and Magassi chiefs still regard each 
other's positions with the feelings of extreme jealousy, and 
the long and deep-rooted enmity still lingers on. The 
Magassis were admitted into the Jhalawan division of the 
Brahui confedera'cy in the tima of Nasir Khan I, and with the 
Dinaris and Lasharis supplied a contingent of x,ooo men-at
arms. The present (1907) chief is Nawab Kaisar Khan, who 
is fourteenth in descent from Lashar, and who takes his 
place with the Jhalawan sardars. He is in receipt of a 

. monthly allowance of Rs. 300 from the Khan. Nawab 
Kaisar Khan possesses great influence in his tribe. He was 
granted the title of Nawab by Government in 1903. 

Besides Jhal, the chief holds l~nds in Kikri near Nuttal, 
Mewa, Bangui Palal near Kanda, Lal Gandha and Dur in 
the Bhag nzabat; and in Sh::ihdadpur taluka. in Jacobahad 
and at Kambar in Larkana. Other leading men in the tribe 
are Mohfm Khan, Allahyar Khat1, Allahna Khan, Miro Khan 
and M{tsa Khan, headmen respectively of the Mirzai, Nind
w~ni, Rawaiani, Sobbani and Sham bani sections. 
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The Dombkis, an important Baloch tribe who occupy a p . . OPU~TIO •.• 

Part of.the Lahri nidbat, numbered 4,9o:: persons (males · "' Dombkis. 
2,683, females 2,222), the number of adult ma~es being 
1 ,614. Of the total, 4,096 were recorded ~n the Kalat State 
and 8og in the Thai-Chotiali (now Sibi) Di!>trict. 

The principal clans are Miroza.i (149), Wazirani. (28), Mu
hammadani (314), Brahmani (549), Baghdar (521), Dinari 
(28o), Shabkor (386), Talani (349), Soliriani (255), Bhand (95i~ 
Gabol f.Sl): Jumnani (14), Khosa (169), Lashari (351~ Sangi
ani (t2s), Gishkauri (426), Gorgej (228) and Ghaziani (i69j. 
Others are the Jhakranis, Galoi, Galatta and. Fattwani, all 
li\·ing in Sind ; the 01Hy sections of the Jakrani living in 
Kachhi are the Dirkhanis (213) and Rodnani. Another large 
dan of the tribe, the Gishkauris, were classified as· a separate 
tribe in the Punjab at the last census, where it numbered 
3,642 persons. The following clan~, vis., Mirozai, Wazirani, 
Muha.rnmadani, Brah'mani, Galoi, and the. Nodmani and 
Hammalani branches of the Talani represent the nucleus 
of the tribe. The first four claim descent from Mir Hasan,· 
uncle of Mir Chakar. ·The others joined later, but are 
mostly of Baloch origin; The Baghdar and the Gishkauris 
are Puzh Rinds, the Dinaris are Lasharis, the Shabkor 
came from the Legharis and Kbetran, the Anamani 
branch of the Talanis and the Sangianis are Rawahi jats, 
as also' are the Ghazianis, who are said to be the freed 
!->laves of these Jats; the Sohrianis and Shand are Buledis; 
the Gabol are mentioned in the ballads as one of the slave 
tribes given by Chakar to Banari, his sister, and set free by 
her; the Gorgej are Nubani Rinds ·and the Jakranis and 
Galatta are also Rinds. 

In the days of General John Jacob, the Dombki tribe was 
famous for its marauding- propensities, the most noted 
section in thi~ respect bein5 the Jakranis. The most 
notorious man of the day was Bijar Khan Wazirani, who. 
was able to combine under· his command the whole fighting 
strength of both the Dombki and Jakrani tribes. Darya 
Khan, chief of the Jakranis, was also a well-known man. 

Dy grant from the Khan, the Dombki chief holds a Jagir 
in Toghachi and Muradwah ;halfrevenue.rights (nisfamhtir) 
in Khairwah and Khabba; three-fourths of revenue rights 
in certain other villages. The chief in re~nt years has 
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risen to power and influence. The tribesmen are cultl\·a-j 
tors. The present sarddr (1907}, is Chakar Khan, who 
succeeded his father Mehrab ·Khan on the latter's death i~ 
1go6. He belongs to the Jalal Khcinzai section of thel, 
Mirozai clan. Other leading men are Miro Khan Mirzai,' 
Gul .Muhammad Wazirani, Hazar Khan Muhammadani, 
and Nur Din Khan Brahimani. • 

The. Dombkis hold levy service (1905} of 1: risaldar, 
1 duffadar, 5 sowars and a muharrir under the Deputy 
Commissioner, Sibi, and there is a thana at Lahri, the chief 
being the risaldar; some Donibki ievies are also employed 
on the railway line between Mithri and Jhatpat. · 

In Igor, the Lasharis numbered 3,847 (males 2,097 and 
females 1 1750). Of these, 811 (426 males and 385 females) 
were enumerated with the Rinds and 3,036 with the 
Mag-assis (1 ,671 males and 1,365 females). Their connec
tion wi1h either is indefinite. They are scattered in different 
localities, each group independent of the other and under 
its own headman. In former times they supplied men-at
arms to the Khan with the Magass'is. The principal groups 
into which they are divided are the Muhammadani, Tawakal
lani, Goharamani and Alkai, living at Kotra, the Pachis of 
Pach, · the Dinaris of Khari, the Tumpanis of Kunara, and 
the Chuks of Gajan. Those in N ari belong to the -Bhang
rani, Mianzai Sumrani, Tajani, Wasuwani and Gullanzai 
ections. They are claimed like the rest by the Magassis 
chief as part of his tribe. The Lasharis of Kotra pay 
revenue to the Iltazais and to the Khan of Kalat and side 
with the Lasharis of Pach in tribal combination. The 
Pacbis hold lands at Pach, a village close to Gandava. 

In 1901, the Dinaris numbered 676 (380 males and 296 
females). They are descended from one q,amed Dinar and 
the principal sections are Mir Khanzai--:-the headman's 
section-Safarani, Bijjarani, Rahwani, Zangejah and 
Zanglani. In former times the Dinaris occasionally came 
in conflict with the Magassis, for which purpose they were 
in alliance with the Lasharis of Gajan. Their headman is 
styled as wadera and the present incumbent is Zawad Khan, 
son of Afzal Khan, other leading men in the clan bdng his 
cousin Tamas Khan, Bibargh, his uncle, and Abdul Kadir- ' 
and Safar Khan. 



THE CHUKS. 

The Tumpanis in 1901 numbered 486: 305 males and POPULATJON. 

181 females. The principal branches are Narizai, Rashkani, Tumpaois. 

M ustafazai and RJ.hatzai. · They hold lands in the jdgir of the 
Mullazais of Surab, to whom they pay revenue. The pre-
sent Tumpani headman is wadera Mautadad of the Narizai 
section. A few of the Tumpanis live near Jacobabad and 
Kambar in Sind and are said still to retain their shares in 
land at Kunara. 

The Lasharis of• Gajan are known as Chuk Lasharis and Chuks. 

consist of about 231 families living in Gajan, Kazi Somail, 
GahcHav, Patri near Kunara, and Akhundani near Gandava. 
The name" chuk means • infant,' and, according to local 
tradition, they are the descend.mts of the posthumous sons 
of the Lasharis killed by an Afghan governor named 
Kochali at Patri, or the posthumous descendants "f the 
Adhianis killed by the Rinds in a fight at Naliwala.. They 

. are divided into five sections :-Haibatani, lnsufani, Gang
l:ini, Shebani, and Akhundani, and their headman is wadera 
Kamal Khan, son of Shahwali, who belongs to the. Haiba
tani section. The Chuks are good cultivators and their 
sole profession is agriculture. They all pay revenue on 
their lands: those ofGajan and Kazi Somail to the Zarrakzai 
chief; those of Patri to the Mullazais of Surab ; and the 
Akhundanis to the Khan of Kalat and the Iltazais of Kotra~ 
Some of the Gangl:l.ni Chuks have, in recent years, settled 
in Sind on the Begari canal and at Khaira Garhi. 

The Jatois enumerated with the Rinds in Ig<>I numbered The Jatois. 

1,979 in Kalat ( 1,025 males and 954 females). Their head-
quarters are at Sanni, and they also possess land in the 
Lop valley in Sarawan. They are also found in the Muzaf-. 
fargarh, Montgomery, Dera Ghazi Khan, Dera Ismail 
Khan, jhang, Shahpur and Lahore districts in the Punjab 
and in northern ·Sind near Shikarpur. The J atois are a 
powerful clan and are devoted to agriculture. Their con-
nection with the Rinds is completely severed. The common 
saying about them • yak :sanni haft sarddr'; one Sanni and 
seven Sardar:s ; indicates their being grouped io one place 
under several headmen who number four, and each of 
whom styles himself :sarda,.. The four sections which they 
represent are Bul:ini, J amalani, Perozani aod Katatizai. 
Each is further di,•ided into a number of sub-sections. 
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Poi!>Ut.A'tlON. ,The nucleus consists. of the Gwahramzai, a branch of 
the Bulani; the Alihanzai, a. branch of the Jamalani, 
the Hajihanzai, a branch of th~ Perozani and the whole 
of the Kalatizais. These are the leading sections and 
are . directly ·descended from Haji Murad, nephew of 
Jalalhan or JalaL Khan, ancestor of Mlr Chakar, who 
married Mai Jato, daughter ofJalalhan. Instances of out~ 
siders who subsequently became affiliated are the Jarzais 
and Legharis among the Bul<inis who came from Bhanar in 
Sind and from i:he Legharis respectively"; the Umranis from 
the·Umrani Baloch and the Mlrozais from the Phugs of 
Khajuri among the Jamalanis; and lastly among the Pero
zanis the following: the Shahizais from Channe Jats.; the 
Shahejas from Marris ; the Dehpals from the Panni Afghans; 
and the. Ramezais and Khalpars from the Bugtis. Jn for
mer . times, the J atois were a predatory clan. During- the 
Baruza_i rule they committed a raid on Sibi under their 
headman Katati, who is abo known as Kalati Bandbojh and 
whose deeds of valour form the theme of tribal hallads. In 
reprisal, the Baruzais. burnt Sanni, and Kalati fled to Nar
muk and died at Kaltach. In lah;r times the Jatois fought 
on the side of the Kalhoras against Mir Ahdulla Khan of 
Katat .. In old days they hacl a hitter feud witt. the Kuchks 
of Kirta, and in more recent times with the Marris and the 
Lahri ~rcUmis. In one of their raids, which extended to 
Sanni, the Marris numbering 750 sowars were pursued by 
the J atois in co-operation with the Khan's troops, and an 
engagement took place at.Bhag, in which the Marris were 
defeated, leaving many dead on the field of t-attle. The 
heads·of those killed were hrought to Bhag hy the Khan's 
mlz'b Abd~l Azlz, and hung up on the gates of the town. 
There is at present (1905' some friction hetween the Rind 
chief and the J atois over the possession of the Bazdan lands 
between Shoran and Sanni, and in their disputes the Jatois 
have occasionally in the past looked to the Raisani chief' 
for, support and help. The principal headmen are· Mil;: 

Umranis. 

Azim Khan and Mir Isa Khan Bulanis, Mir Allah Bakhsh 
Jamalani, Yar Muhammad Perozani, and Gauhar Khan 
Kalatizai. 

The Umranis enumerated in the Kalat State numbered 
I,og8,-males 575 and females 523. In addition to this, 498 
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were dassed as a clan of the Magassi tribe. The Umranis PoPULATION'. 
claim descent from Umar, brother ofGhazan,.son of Ali, who 
is believed to have been one of the sons of Jalal Khan. Mr. 
M. L; Dames, however, thinks that, like the Buledis, they 
probably joined the Baloch confederacy after the formation 
of five main divisions. 1 

A geneal,>gical table furnished by the present U mrani 
hea.dman wadera Sher Muhammad, who claims to be fifteenth 
in descent from Ali, shows that· the tribe is divided into r2 
sections: Ta~giani, Balachani, Ghaniani, Malghani, Paliani, 
Nodkan"i, Jonghani, Sobhani, Sethani, Buriani, Misriani and 
Dil:iwarzai. All these claim a common descent· and· derive 
their riames from certain leading men, the Burianis, for in
stance, being descended from orie Hasan Khan who lost his 
nose in a fight and was nicknamed Buri:ini. The last seven 
sections reside and own lands in Deb Tani'bu in Bhag 
Nari under their leading man wadera Khudai Khan Dilawar
zai, and in IJeh Mlrpur in the N aslrab:id niahat. The other 
sections are" spread over the Upper Sind Frontier and the 
main body lives in the Naslr:ibad tashll of the Sibi District: 
They hold nisf ambtiri rights from the Khan in Tambu in several 
...-illages. They are good horsemen and horse-breeders. 

The total•number of Mugheris eimmerated in the Kal3.t Mugberi&. 

State amounted to I, 181 (males 649 and females 532) enu111e· 
rated with the Magassis, and 269 (154 males· and 115 
females) with the Rinds ; they are, however, branches of 
neither tribe, but in tribal combinations join the Magassis. 
The· principal sections are B'anberani, Bhand, H:ijija, 
Kalani, Khor, Mlrozai, Reh:inzai, and Sarajani, living 
in the BM!f and Nasirabad nidbtits, and Katohar living 
nE:ar Shoran as cultivators of the Rind chief •. Some 
M ugheris are settled in Sind in Kambar taluka in Larkana. 
In the Nasfrabad nitihal the Mugheris live in. the villages 
of Saraj:ini, Mugher:ini and Mitha Mugheri. In ~hag 
ru(ibat the Mugheris hold 11isf ambari rights in the tract 
called But.~dkar and say that these rights were ·granted 
to them by Nasir Khan I, in compensation for the lives of 
two men named Mian Ahmad Khan and Daler Khan Mugh
eris who were killed at Delhi while fighting for Nasir 
Khan I. The principal villages held by the Mugheris in 
the Butedkar are jalal Khan, ReMuzai, Bhand, \Vagah and 



44 KACHHI. 

POI'ur.ATJON, Hasan. The headman (1906), wadira Jatal Khan, an 
influential man, lives at Jalal Khan near Bhag. 

Kaheris. The Kaheris, who were classed as Baloch in 1901 number--
ed 789.: males 421, females 368. 'They speak Sindi and 
occupy: the central part of the Lahri nidbat, the principal 
localities held by them being Chhattar, Phuh~ji, Tahir Ko.t 
and Kunari. The tribe is divided into four clans: the Mora
dani (2o8),: · Tahiram (3o6), Kalandarani ( 1 79} and Bulani 
(7o); each is.sub~divided into a number of sections. Owing 
to their . alleged Saiad descent, the Kaheris are much 
respected by the Baloch. The Kaheris of Bhathari near 
~horan, though some of them claim a common descent with 
the KaMris 'of Chhattar Phuleji, have nothing to do with 
the latter •. The foiiC'wing description of the tribe is given 
by Mr. Hughes-Buller in his Census Report of 1901:-
. "The Kah~ris are a small tribe, but it is doubtful whe
ther their classification as Baloch is correct. At any rate 
they are described by Mir Ma'sum of Bhakkar in Sind, who 
wrote a history about 1600 A. D., as Saiads, who acquired 
their name of Kaberi from the Kaner or wild medlar tree. 
bn which one of their ancestors mounted as if it were a 
horse. . In the earlier part of the last century the Kaberis 
were driven. out by the Bugtis and migrated to 'Bahawalpur 
bqt they were restored to their former settlements by Sir 
Charles Napier in 1845·" 
· They themselves ,:laim descent from Shah Umar Katal, a 
contemporary of the Prophet, and allege that they migrated 
with the Baloch from Makran under their leader Niamat 
Shah, and purchased their present lands from the 
Kupchcinis, the price paid being a camel (Chhattar) .load of 
money, hence the name Chhattar, the present Head-quarters 
of the tribe. Niamat Shah, also called Niamatullah Shah; 
was one of. the Haft Wali's or seven saints, whose shrine at 
Bhathari is described under shrines. 

The Kaheris pay revenue to the Men gal · Jagirdlirs or 
Nal and Wad in Jhalawan, but there has been a disput~ 
among them since 1900, which is partly still (1907) pending. 
The headman of the tribe is Muhammad Baka Khan, who 
lives at Chhattar. He belongs to the Mirzai section of the 
Moradanis. Other leading. men are K. B. Hasan Khan;
wactera ltbar Khan and Honde Shah Moradanis, wadertl 
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Nawab Khan Tahinini, Bahram Shah and Shah Ali Kalan- PoPULATIOI.'(. 
dranis, and Nihcil Khan Bulani. K. B. Hasan Khan is an old 
man of great influence, and for his excellent services to 
Government ·received a title in 1879· His son, Jan Muham-
mad, is a thanadti:r in the Khan's levies at Gandava, where 
the tribe has been granted service. Under the British 
Government the Kaheris hold a Levy thana at Phuleji under_ 
th~ Deputy Commissioner, Sibi, consisting (1905) of one 
ris:Hdar, five sowars and one muharrir. In the days of 
General jacob, the Kaheris, to the number of 200 men; were 
in the' service of the British Government. 

The Buledis, also called Burdi~ numbered in 1901 5,769 Butedis. 
(males 3,114 and females 2,6ss). The clans were classed 
as Gola(5,134), Jafuzai (14\, Kahorkani (36), Kotachi (19), 
Laulai (68), Pitafi (485) and Raite (13). 

The tribe derives its· name from the Buleda valley in 
Makran, and traces its descent from one Abu Said who set
tled in that place. 

The m<ljority of those recorded in Baluchistan are Golas. 
The word gola mt!'ans slave in Sindi, and the Golas are 
looked upon as not pure Baloch. The Golas enumerated 
in 1901 were mostly those found in Nasirabad, now a 
!ahsil in the•sibi District. In Kachhi, the Golas are found 
as tenants-at-will in the Rind and Jatoi tribal areas, where 
they amount to about I so and so families respectively. 
Practically they have nothing to do with the Golas in N~sir
abad and live, as a subject race, under the local chiefs in the 
said areas. The Laulais, who are also said to be of J at ori
gin, live in the Rind country as tenants, and number about 
20 families. The principal villages held by the ·Buledis in 
Buledkar are Sher Khan, Gujar, Lalu, Gamb, Giddar, Mah
mud Aulia, Suma_r and Madat. Of these·, Sher Khan is held 
entirely revenue-free, while in others they have half revenue 
rights (msf ambdn) . . It is said that these rights were given 
to them by Nasir Khan I for services rendered to him at 
Delhi and as <;ompensation for .the lives of those killed. 
The principal headmen are wadera Ghulam Ali Khan, the 
headman of the tribe, who lives at J afarabad near .J acobabcid 
in Sind, and Gul Muhammad, who lives at Shtk Khan near 
Bhag. The Buledis are also known as Mir Ali, and in many 
pf the ballads are known by that name. • ' 
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Among minor Baloch tribes may be mentioned the follow.,. 
ing, which occupy an isolated position, viz., the Khosas, the 
Chotais and Jalambanis of Dadhar, and the Chhalgaris of 
Bhag, 

The Khosas live at Mushkaf, where they hold lands .sub.,. 
ject to payment of revenue to the Khan. In 1901 they num

_bered in Kachhi 396 (males 228, fem:tles 168}. The principal 
headman is fltJadera Habib Khan. Many Khosas are found 
in the Nasirabad tashll of the Sibi District and in Sind. 
Those living with the Rinds and the Dombkis are mentioned 
under those tribes. The Khosas claim descent frorrl Hot, 
one of the five children of Mlr J alai Khan, and according to 
local tradition, the founder of the tribe was one Kohsar, 
whose name became corrupted into Khosa. 

Kucbks. The Chota is and j alambanis, who are septs of the Kuchk 
Rinds of Kirta in Boian, i:mmbered 521 and 204 respec
tively in 1901. Both hold lands in the Oadhar 1tiahat. The 
Chotais are distributed over several villages in Dadhar, viz., 
Rindli Kohna, Chhori, Soni, Chotai, Kot Saleh Muhammad 

- and Ghausabad. They also hold a re\'enue-free grant in 
the M ushkaf dry crop area. There are ~4 families of J alam
banis and four of Chotais in Kirta, where also they own 
lands. The headmen are wadera Akal Khan, who lives near 
Dadhar, his son Islam Khan, who represents him in Kirta~ 
and Bakhty~r Khan Jalambani, who also resides in Kirta. 

Cbbalgaris. The Chhalgaris, who are estimated to number 345 {225 
males and 120 females) live in Chhalgari and Arbani villages 
in the Bhag ni'4bat, where they hold lands. Their headmen 
are Rais Rasul Bakhsh and Khuda Bakhsh. They claill! to 
be Baloch, and say that their ancestors named Kaubla, 
Mehr Ali, Fauja and Muhib Ali came from Dera Ghazi Khan 
about two hundred years ago. They are subjects of the 
Khan.and are of lit~le importance. 

,Br.ihuis. Several of the Brahui chiefs reside in Kachhi during the 
winter, where they hold Jtigirs. Thus the Raisani chief 
resides at Mithri, the Shahwani chief at Haji, the Bangulzai 
chief at Gullanr in Bala Nari, the Muhammad Shahi chief 
at Dandor, . the Kurd chief at Mfr Bagh in Dadhar or at 
Takri in ·BaJa Nari, the Lahri chief at Sachu near. Bhag> 
and. the: Langay. chief at Badra in Bhag N ari.' The . Zarrak
zai chief comes to Gajan near .. Gandava. In addition to 
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these, there are many others who hold grants of land and PoPULATION• 
are scattered in different parts of. the country, Each is 
accompanied by a number of followers. The only import· 
ant cases in which the Brahuis have permanently settled in 
Kachhi are the Raisani sardarkhels (Sarajzais) at Mithri~ 
some Garninis and Gwahramzai, Bangulzais at Gadi and its 

. neighbourhood, and II families of Hasilkhci.nzai Shahwanis 
at Mahesar in the Bolan lands. The principal Shahwani· 
headman is Mir Hazar Khan. The Garrani headman is 
Misri Khan, living at Gadi, while. that of the Gwahramzais 
is Behram Khan, living at Gullanr. Of others may be -m~n
tioned a few families .,f Zoberani Lahris, living near Sianch 
and in Deh Bpathari in the Rind country, where they have 
acquired land by purchases. 

A brief reference may be .made to the lltazais, who in xgox Jh<l .... ;_ 

numbered 25 persons ( 14 males and II females) in Kachhi. 
They are the collaterals of the Ahmadzai ruling family of 
Katat, and a further account of them is given in thejhalawdn 
Gasetteer. 

In Kachhi, the Iltazais reside at Kotra', where they hold 
iagirs, in adJition to which they also hold similar grants in 
the Lahri, Bhag and Dadhar nidhats, and in the Jhalawan 
country they possess lands in Khuzdar, Bagbwana and 
Zahri. The most important members of the tribe in Kachhi 
are Mir Karam Khan and Mir Gauhar Khan, two brothers, 
whose mother Bibi Fateh Khatun is sister of Mir Khudadad, 
the ex- Khan. They are descended from Sayad Khan, one 
of the four sons of Kamal Khan, son of Iltaz. Bibi Fateh 
Khatun is an aged lady, and lives with her eldest s.on Mir 
Karam Khan. Mir Karam Khan's eldest son is named Mlr 
Muhammad Khan. 

The nucleus of the Jats would seem to be one of the most Jats. 
ancient stocks in the province, and it is probable that some 
of them are the descendants of the original Hindu inhab
itants, who were converted to Islcim at the time of the 
Muhammadan conquests. But the Jats, as recorded in the 
Census of 1901, may be said to represent a congeries either 
of Muhammadan groups, who 'are not Afghans, Baloch, 
Brahuis or Saiads, .or of representatives of those races whr. 
have fallen in the social scale and lost their nationality. 
Thus it is found that the Arains and Gujjars, who constitute 
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PoPULATION. separate castes in the neighbouring provinces, many Loris, 
who are gypsies and a number of other races, are classed 
under the generic term of Jat. The admixture is due to 
artificial as well as to natural causes, as an examination cf 
the figures shows that there was undoubtedly a tendency to 
class as Jats all those whose origin was doubtful and about 
whom nothing particular. was known. Hence the term 
came to be used in the Census in some cases as equivalent 
to" Others and Unspecified."• 

For generations the Jats have been subject to the Brahuis 
and Bal"ch. They: form the cultivating class and pay a 
portion of the produce to the overlords. The tribesmen look 
upon them as their social inferiors, and the position is gen
erally accepted by the jats themselves. Some of the jats 
are of fine physique. The general level of intelligence is 
low, but ·on the whole the jat is a good cultivator and is 
less extravagant than' his Baloch neighbour. The J ats are 
not con-;tituted on a tribal basis, but live in small groups, 
choosing one man from among their number as a leader to 
act for them in their dealings with the owners of their lands. 
In the Census of 1901 the total number of Jats in the Kalat 
State was s6,68.J. (males 3o,62o and females 26,o64), the num
ber of adult males. being 19,230. They are distributed all 
over the district. By far the most numerous of the local 
Jats are the Abras 31,917 (males 17,365, females 14,552). 
They were divided into 81 sections, the most important ones 
being the Machhi~ {4, 118), Sumra (1,761), Bamban (1,386), 
Chukhra (1,331)1 Burra (1,014), Hanbi (88r), Bubar (7oo), 
Mastoi (789), Dandor (595), Kalwar (5u), Ataria (485), 
Drigh (458), Maiha (454l, Hara (373), Rahoja (151) and 
Panhwar (322); 5,666 Abras were classified as" Unspecified." 
The Abras are Sindi jats, i.e., one of those clans which 
originally came from Sind, and several clans who had come 
from the Punjab were wrongly cla!;sified with them as 
sections of the Abra clan. They include Bhatti (1,645), Sial 
(1,201), Khokhar (1;084), Arain (534), Joya (336), Rid (331), 
Gujjar (2841, Awan (199), Kalas (126), Dhandu (82), Kharal 
(56) and Dher {42). · The leading family among the Abras of 
Kachhi is that of the headman wadera Haidar Khan, who 

• Census of India, 1901 1 Vol. V, a!{es 1o6-7. 
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li,·es at Mungur near Bhag, where the Abras of that place PoPuLATION· 
hold a revenue-free grant from the Khan in recognition of 
services rendered to Nasir Khan I at Delhi. Mungur was 
the name of their ancestor, who came from Sind about 200 
years ago, and brought lands under cultivation. Another 
leading man is Ahmad Khan of J~ok Kasim Shah. 

Among other clans may be mentioned the Katpar (x,283), 
Bhangar (1,279), Tunia or Tunjia (1,105), Manjhu (x,o12), 
Pechuha (8~2), Chachar (68o), Eri (6oo), Kurar (482),' Samith 
(422), Detha (376), Siahpost (353), Dharpal (319), Sapar (291), 
Bareja (275), Palal (250), Jatani (217), Waja (213), .Meman 
(168), Masan {165), Oteran (164), Kori or weavers(153), Lehi 
(I I 3), Gagra or sweepers (99), Sianch (So), and Odhana (38); 
all of these are Sindi J ats and originally came from Sind. The 
following clans in the tribe are said to be of Baloch origin, but 
are now classed as Jats: Kehar (566), Bhand (323), Dasti (237), 

· Gola (212), Mabesar (187), Kechi (7o), and Hadkri (4o}. Of 
these, the Golas and Hadkris were classed as sections of the 
A bras; 4,865 Loris or gypsies (males 2,525, females 2,340) 
were also classed as Jats. The leading men among the Jats 
are the arbdbs and raises, titles. given to individuals by the 
Khan or other owners of land from time to time to distin
guish their holders as officials. These titles are invariably 
hereditary. The chief arbdb in Kachhi is the arbdb of Bhag. 
He supervises the cultiyation of BMg l':Jari and occupies 
a position of considerable influence. Other arbdhs in the 
.district are arbdb Wali Muhammad and Muhammad Hyat of 
Bhag", Abdur Rahman and Rasul Bakhsh of Dadhar, Sheikh 
Muhammad and Mulla Pir Muhammad of Lahri, Muhummad 
llyas Jan Muhammad, and Rahim Khan of Gandava, and 
Muhammad Atta, Rasul Bakhsh and Sber Muhammad of 
Nasinibad. Among influential sections of the Jat tribe, 
special mention may be made of the Sheikh of Bhag, the 
Rid jats of Nasirabad and the Mian Sahib family in Lahri 
11iabat. 

The Sheikh, censused as a clan of the Jat tribe, num• Sheikh. 

bered 1,049 (males 544, females 505). The principal sections 
included were Qureshi (232), Sheikh Ansari (34), and Thamlm, 
all of whom claim to have come from Arabia: By far the 
most important Sheikhs are those who reside in the Bhag 
IC'wn. They are the descendants of two Hindu converts of 

~ 
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Bhcig named Moti Ram and Mang~l Dass, who embraced 
Islam about 200 years ago. Some of the Sheikhs of Bhag 
have, in the past, held responsible posts under the Khan 
and have consequently acquired wealth and influence. The 
present leading men are Mulla Muhammad Akram ex-ntiib 
of Bhag, and Mulla Muhammad Hyat ex-naib of Lahri, 
both descendants of Mangal Dass, and Mulla Nasrulla, 
naib of Nasirabad, and Mulla Jan Muhammad, formerly 
kdnfa,. in the Bhag nziibat, descendants of Moti Ram. 

The Rid· Jats 've mostly in the Naslrabad niahat. It 
appears that the total number of the Rids (331) was con
siderably under-estimated in the Census of 1901. Like the 
Sheikhs of Bhag, the Rids possess much influence, and have 
held important posts under· the Khan in the past. They 
hold large tracts ot land, and the principal men among them 
are arhab Sher Muhammad of Saidu, Rasul Bakhsh of 
Nasirabad and Muhammad Ata of Khudabad. 

The Mian Sahib family reside at Katpar, about 8 miles 
south of Lahri. They consist of a few families and are held 
in great respect both in Kachhi as well as in Sind, where 
they command a large number of followers or murid among 
all classes of people. The family is descended from Mian 
Muhammad Kamil, who came from Ghotki in Sind, five 
generations ago. The leading members of the family are 
Maulvi Muhammad Hasan, son of Mian Taj Muhammad 
Ghota, and Mian Muhammad Panah, Mian Azlzullah and 

· Mian Dad Muhammad, sons of Mian, Ghulam Haidar. 
There is, however, a long standing quarrel between the two 
brothers,Azlzullah and Dad Muhammad, over some ancestral 
property. Maulvi Muhammad Hasan is a well-known ex
ponent of Muhammada;1 religious law in the district, and 
many cases are referred to him for decision by shariat. 

Mr. Hughes-Buller has explained, in the Census Report of 
Igoi, that a distinction exists among the Jats themselves. 
The camelmen and graziers among the Baloch are shown as 
a Jat. clan within the tribe of the same name, but their name 
is pronounced with a soft " t" (Persian =) as opposed to 
the hard " t". These camelmen speak a different language 
to other Jats, and many of their customs vary. In origin, 
too, they are· distinct from the ]ats and claim to have. come 
with the Baloch as their graziers. In 1901 they numbered 
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3,245 (males 1,7521 females 1,493). They live a. nomadic life PoPULATION•' 
in mat huts (ki'ris), and supplement their means by the 
manufacture of dwarf plam mats and ropes, Their women 
are noted for their good looks. The principal sections are 
Mir Jat, Lashari, Bharani, Majidani, Bhund, Lanjwani, 
Babbar, Waswani, and Baladi, The principal headman is 
Rustam of the Mir Jat section. 

In 1901 the Saiads in the district numbered 917 (males Saiads. 

497, females 420). The principal groups are those living in 
Dadhar, Gandava and Gajan. The Saiads of Dadhar are 
c.:>llaterals of the Chishti Saiads of Mastung and Kirani near 
Quetta. They are descendants of Mir Haibat Khan Dopasi, 
whose shrine near Dadhar is described below. The Saiads 
of Dadhar are held in much veneration by the Brahuis and 
the Baloch, and their influence extends into Sind. They hold 
r~venue-free grants in several villages in Dadhar, The 
leading man among them is Saiad Charagh Shah. His 
brother Saiad Bahcir Shah is in receipt of a monthly 
allowance of Rs. so from the Bolan Levy Service, and is often 
no~inated as a member of ji'rgas. Other influential Saiads 
of Dadhar are Saiad Lal Jan, whose wife, the Bibi Sahib, 
commands a large number offollowers and takes precedence 
over her husband, and Saiad Taimur Shah. The Saiads 
of Gandava are Bukhari Saiads and possess considerable 
influence in that part of the district. They live at Gandava, 
Fatehpur and Kot Muhammad Shah, and the principal me~ 
among them are Safar Shah, Muhammad Shah, and Rakhal 
Shah. The last named is a poet whose verses (kdfis~ are 
very popular among the people. He is held in great esteem, 
especially by the Lasharis. The Saiads of Gajan consist of 
about 20 families, Bukhciri 7, and Jilani 13 families. Their 
headmen are Haidar Shah and Lal Shah. The Saiads of 
Shahpur are Bukharis of the lsiani section. The leading 
man among them is Saiad lnayat Shah. 

During the census of 1go1, the total number of Hindus Hindus .. 

recorded in the district was 10,784 (males s,684, females 
5, 100). They all belong to the Arora caste and the principal 
clans represented are the Bajaj, Kathuria, Bhateja, Chhoda, 
Gureja, Mundreja, Utradi, Sandura, Kanjan, Pahuja, 
Khattar, Sukheja, Pujara, lchhpulani, Rakbeja, Kalre, 
Nangpal, Chawla, Sachde, Chhabre, Karra, and Brahman. 



KACHHI. 

· PoPULATION. They are immigran.ts from the Punjab, mostly from the 
Dera Ghazi Khan and Multan districts and from Sind. 
Most of those from the Punjab are said to have been 
imported by Nasir Khan I, after Kachhi became part of Katat 
in 1740. Their religion is an admixture of Sikhism and idol 
worship, but, as described in the Gazetteer of Sarawan, they 
have been greatly influenced by their Muhammadan sur
roundings and have great belief in Muhammadan shrines, on 
which they usually shave their children. In manners and 
customs there is little to distinguish them from the Hindus 
found in other parts of Baluchistan. In Kachhi they form 
a large and an influential community. They are chiefly 
engaged in trade, and finance the people and in several cases 
have acquired land. In each important place there is a 
pancluiyat, a body that governs the social and the commer
cial affairs of the community. The headman is known as 
mukhi and next to him is the c_howdri, other elderly and 
influential men being called ·paryamunrs. .The Hindus pay 
fisya or poll tax in some places either to the Khan or the 
tribal chiefs, a subject which is further referred to in chapter 
III. The leading men in the district are RtHu Mall of 
Gandava; Mangal Mall and Lakhmi Chand of Kotra; Topan 
Mall, .. Jodha and Jadham of Gajan; Motan of Shoran; 
Tirath Ram, Ail Mall and Kishna'Mall of Dadhar; Muraj of 
Bhag; Hazari Mall of Nawshehra ; Ishi Mall of Mirpur and 
Brij Mall of Lahri. The Hindus of -Kachhi hold bi'sakhi 
(new year's) fairs at Tang on the· Lahri stream, Gahtor near 
KMri, Sibri in Dadhar, Ghaib Plr spring near Khajt1ri in 
Sarawan, and the Hari Sar pool in the Sukteji. At the last 
named place, which is situated about 18 miles' west of 
Shoran, many pilgrims come from Kachhi, Sind, and Hindu 
Fakirs even from Marwar in India and different parts of the 
Punjab. The local Hindus throw the bones and ashes of 
their dead in this pool. 

Religion. Of the total population of 82,909 censused in 1901, 72,125 
or 87 per cent. were Muhammadans of the Sunni sect. The 
religion, as practised by the tribesmen, is described in the 
Jhalawan Gazetteer. Superstitions are common. Among 
the most peculiar may be mentioned the following :-

The Rinds do not eat camel's flesh, the Hajija Butedis do 
not eat the kidney of any animal; the Lasharis have an 
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aversion to the alro plant, the Wagah Jats will not eat the POPULATION, 

dove, while the Kalwar Jats do not eat the heart and the 
liver of any animal. 

Special mention may be made of a sect called Taibs or T~ibs. 
penitents. On account of their shorn head~, they are known . 
as tharu or shaven-headed. The sect was founded, about 
1875, by Haji Muhammad Fazil, a Raisani of Dadhar. The 
present leader of the sect is his nephew Mian Abdul Hayi, 
who lives at Durkhan in Dadhar ni'ahat. The Taios are 
found scattered in Gajan, Kunara, Shoran, Sanni, Dadhar 
and Mithri, but their stronghold is Sanni, where most of the 
converts have been derh•ed from the Jatois. They follow 
the Islamic faith in its purest form. ' 

Social customs among the Baloch, relating to hospitality, Socia' life, 
the custom of hal and the system of co-operation among the 
tribesmen are similar to those described in the Gasetteer bj 
fkalawan. Among the Baloch, socia~ precedence takes a 
more definite form than among the Afghans. The .. tribes 
taking their names from the five children of Jahil Khan-Rind, 
Hot, Lashar, Korai, and Mai ]lil.to-are looked on as socially 
superior to the rest, and as Mir Chakar, the hero of all 
Baloch legends, was a Rind, the Rinds are the most respect-
ed of the Baloch tribes. 

Among the Jats, social or class distinction does not exist. 
The more well-to-do, on account of their wealth; hold a 
superior social status to that of their fellows. The arhdbs and 
the ralses, among their respecti.ve people, take precedence and 
are naturally the spokesmen of the rest. In their absence, 
precedence in aJat assembly is given to the eldest. The Jats 
have already been mentioned as occupying an inferior posi
tion, and in the lowest grades are to be found certain subject 
races consisting chiefly of occupational groups and gypsies. 

The Baloch chiefs and other leaqing men keep guest
houses (mehnuinklzana). Those kept by the Rind and 
1\fagassi chiefs are very large, and are in charge of a· regular 
establishment which is maintained for this purpose. The 
Saiads of Dadhar and Fatehpur also maintain guest-houses, 
in which all strangers are accommodated. The Jats have 
no system of co-operation like the Baloch, but they combine 
for any common purpose such as the construction of the 
dams (gandhas) described in chapter II. 
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The majority of the people have only two meals daily, 
one in the morning and the otherats~nset. The staple food
grain is judr which is cooked into cakes and eaten with 
vegetables or butter-milk. F1ock-owners and camel
breeders use milk and its preparations, generally butter-milk, 
with their meal. Wheat-flour or rice is eaten by the 
well-to-do. 

Meat is eaten when it can be obtained. Roasted mutton, 
sajji, "is a speciality of the Baloch tribes. The use of intoxi
cating liquor is not uncommon among the Baloch and Jats. 

A Baloch wears a long jama like a smock frock down to 
the heels, shahDtir or loose trousers, a long chadar or scarf, 
a pagri of cotton cloth, and shoes narrow at the toe or 
sandals of leather or grass.. He wears nothing but white, 
and has an objection to colours of any kind, and will wear 
nothing coloured except his clzogha or overcoat. The pre
judice is, however, beginning to break down, and coloured 
and embroidered coats are sometimes worn by the leading 
men. The Jatois, who belong to the Taib sect, generally 
wear trousers dyed in indigo. A Baloch woman wears a red 
or white cotton sheet over her head, and a chota, or long shirt 
resembling a night-gown which reaches down to the ankles, 
and is prettily embroidered in front. The hair is worn in a 
long queue, and the ordinary ornaments in use are bracelets, 
a nose ring, a riecklet and earrings. All Baloch men of full 
age carry a sword and sometimes a shield made of leather 
and studded with silver or brass. Among the Jats a great 
change has taken place within the last thirty years or so in 
the matter of dress, especially among the well-to-do. For
merly a man. bad a tehhand or sheet wound round his waist 
:instead of trousers, a short shirt, a turban with a small 
skull cap and a spotted white or red retu or sheet to wrap 
round his shoulders. . The dress of a female consisted of a 
choli or shirt with short sleeves and open on the back, a 
chhz"t or petticoat, and a wrapper or ~carf, all made of the 
locally manufactured coarse cotton cloth. This is still the 
dress of the poorer classes among the Jats, but the well
to-do have now adopted the dress of the Bra~uis, both 
for males and females and use finer materials. The tot~~:l 

cost of the dress of the male, inclusive of shoes, is about 
Rs. 5-8 and that of a female is Rs.· 5-2. The ornaments are. 
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generally.the same as those of the Baloch women; they are. PoPI!LATION. 
mostly of silver and few can afford them. 

The majority of the people live in mud . huts, consistil:}g: Dwellings. 

generally of a single room, I5to3o feet long and 12 to 15 feet 
wide. The roof is flat and i~ made of mats of dwarf-palm 
covered by brushwood and plastered over with mud.· Be-
hind the main room, but under the same roof, is usually a 
small compartment used as a storehouse for utensils. 
Outside the main room (kotha) are generally two sheds, 
called m.annak and litavr or bapavr ,- the former is meant for 
use by men in summer, and the latter for cattle. The 
dwellings are dirty and heaps of filth accumulate in the 
front. A feature of every house is a number of earthen 
receptacles for grain called gu1tda1 which are of several 
descriptions and a stand· called tanwan for fowls, consisting 
of a log of wood fixed in the courtyard. The Baloch living 
outside large villages live for the most part in mamzahs, or 
open sheds, both in summer and winter. .I~ large places, 
such as Dadhar, Bhag and Gandava, the houses are better 
and consist of several rooms surrounded by · a courtyard 
with separat~ sheds for cattle and stores of grain. The 
houses of the wealthier classes have greatly improved. The 
Hindus have in most cases storeyed buildings, and the 
bazars in several places are roofed. · 

The method of burial has 'been described in the Gazetteer 
of Jhalawan. Among th~ J ats, mourning lasts for three days, 
and among the ·Baloch, from 3 to 7 days, during which time 
the womenfolk of the former, with their heads bare and 
their wrappers tied to their waists, express their sorrow 
every morning by breast-beating (osara) and cries of lament-
ation (par). 

The amusements are generally the same as those of the 
Brahuis. Many of the Jats are very fond of wrestling 
(mal) and practice hard at it. It ha~ great similarity with 
English wrestling. The matches are arranged and are 
looked forward to with a keen interest, especially .on festive 
occasions. Another most popular amusement of the Jats 
is the singing of kti/is or religious poems ; large parties are 
arranged and the performance is done by turns or in chorus. 

Disposal 
of the dead. 

Amuse- · 
m.,nts and 
festivals. 
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Of the many shrinee in th~ district the following are the 
most important:-

The shrine of the Haft Wali, or seven saints, is situated at 
"Bhathari, about 8 miles north of Shoran. The seven saints 
are Shah Umar; his .three sons, Niilmatullah, the ancestor ·of 
the KaMris, Mahmid Shah and Shah Isuff; and Shah Amin
ud-dfn, son of Mahmid Shah; Shah Isuff; and Shah Wana·r, 
son of Shah Amin-ud-dfn. Of these Shah U mar and Shah 
Wanar are buried in Kech and Sind respectively, the rest 
are buried at Haft ,Wali and their shrines consist of hand
some lime built domes, standing on hills, amid clusters of 
khahbar trees. Many miracles are ascribed to these saints. 

The shrine of Pfr Ukha is situated between hills about 20> 

miles south-west of jhal. Pfr Lakha, whose tomb is in the 
Mula pass, was the son of Pfr Shahbaz, Kalandar of Sehwan 
in Sind, and according to tradition was born of a Hindu girl 
by miracle. The father came to see the son, and the meeting 
took place near the spot where the memorial shrine now 
exists. Lakha performed several miracles in the presence of 
his father, he tuJ"ned the ak leaves into bread and produced 
water by his foot from the ground in such a large volume 
that it flooded part of Sind; the spot where this took place is 
still marked by two tanks which contain fish which are pre
served. An annual fair is held ·at the shrine on the first 
three days of the month of Chit which attracts a large num
ber .of pilgrims from· Kachhi and different parts of Sind. 
Another shrine dedicated to this saint is situated in Leghari 
Kot in· the Bar khan tahsil of the Loralai district, where he 
is considered to have miraculously produced three springs 
of water, and a revenue=-free holding of about xg acres is 
attached to the shrine. 

Other important shrines in the district are the following 
in the Bbag niabat (1) Kbanqah-i-Shahidan, being the shrine 
ofMian Ghulam Muhammad, a native of Rohri, and his disci
ple Hafiz Abdur Rahim, who were killed by order of Zaman 
Shah, the Afghan king;, as being sorcerers ; {2) Pir Sabir 
Shah, also called Pir Roshan Zamir, a native of the Punjab, 
who came to Bbag and died in 1210 Hijra; (3) Pir Ti<ir 
Ghazi, who came from Uch about two centuries ago. His 
real name was Israiluddin and he was surnamed Tiar Ghazi, 
as the word tidn was always on his tongue; (4) Pir Nohan 
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at Mungur. His name was Rab Diona and he was a POPULATION. 

Nohani Baloch. A small fair is held on his shrine in the 
month of Z£lkaj; (5) Pir Mahmud Aulia, about 10 miles 
south of Bhag. He came from the Punjab about two hundred 
years ago; (6} Mir Haibat Khan Dopasi and (7) Pir Tangav 
also called Sakhi Tangav in Dadhar; (8} Pir Allahyar Shah 
in the Bolan hands ; (9) Pir Mauj Din, a descendant of Hazrat 
Ghaus Bahawal Haq of Multan, and Pir Amin Shah, a Saiad 
in the Lahri mabat; (u) Kazi Somail at Gajan and (12) Pir 
Chhatta near Kotra. Mir Haibat was the ancestor of the 
Saiads of Dadhar and was surnamed Dopas£, as any prayer 
made by him was granted within two pas or six hours. His 
shrine, about 3 miles west of Dadhar, is held in great respect. 
Plr Tangav was a Kuchk Rind, who was killed by thieves. 
Pir Chhatta produced the springs at the place bearing his 
name. A small annual fair is held at his shrine during the 
hot weather. The two saints in Lahri have the special 
merit of restoring eyesight to the blind and manly power to 
the impotent. 

The conditions relating to names and titles and rules of ~ames and 

h d "b d · h G tte ,/:" Tl.-, • 1 • h tttles, rules . onour escn e 111 t e ase er f?J J'ut<awan app y Wit of honour 
slight modifications both to the Baloch as weil as the J ats of system of' 

K hh. Th J h k b reprisals. ac 1. e ats are not, owever, so een a out aveng~ , 
ing blood as the Brahuis, and have also no system of 
reprisals. 

The system of blood compensation among the leading Ba- Blood com

loch tribes of Kachhi is also the same as is prevalent among pensation. 

the Brahuis. As a rule, in cases decided by a jirga, the 
rate of compensation is Rs. 1,5oo. Among the Dombkis, 
compensation paid in kind usually consists of one girl, one 
mare, one sw"rd, one gun and Rs. 400. In the case of 
other Baloch tribes, the basis is one girl and weapons to the 
amount of Rs. soo, and Rs. soo in cash. There is no fixed 
rate for the Jats. The compensation in their case is usually 
a girl or Rs. 300 to Rs. 500 in cash. · .. 

As a special feature of the rules of honour observed by 
the Magassi tribe, it may be mentioned that while among 
other Brahuis and Baloch tribes, adultery is punished by 
the death of both the adulterer and the adulter.ess, in the 
case of the Magassi tribe if the adulterer escap~s, a relative 
of his is killed instead. The custom has been considered 
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Poi>ULA"i'toN. an unjust one, and in the case of Allah Rakhia, son of Mehr 
Ali Khosa, plaintiff, versus Saifal, son of Shakar and Kullu, 
son of Afzal, accused, regarding the charge of murder of 
the plaintiff's brother, decided by the Sibi Shahi }i"rga on 
the gth February 1906, it was ruled, with the concurrence of 
the Magassi chief and of the tribe, "that if any such murder 
be committed in future in the Magassi tribe, it shall be con
sidered illegal, and the murderer will be liable to punish
ment. If the real adulterer absconds from the territory of 
the Magassi Nawab, his relatives, such as his brother, 
uncle or any of his family, will be liable to pay compensa
tion to the complainant in accordance with the custom pre
vailing among the Baloch tribes, such as the Rinds, Marris, 
Bugtis, Dombkis, etc. If the relatives of the adulterer be 
willing to settle the case and come to terms with the com
plainant, and the latter rejects their overtures and contem
plates the killing of one of the adulterer's relatives, it will be 
essential to force the complainant to come to a settlem\!nt, 
and it shall be the duty of the Magassi chief to arrange for 
the prevention of bloodshed." The award of the }i"rga was 
accepted by the Political Agent, Kalat. 



CHAPTER II. 

ECONOMIC. 

T HE plain of Kachhi is generally spoken of as an awful AGRICUL
TURE. 

desert of which no good is to be hoped, but this is far 
General 

from being the case If the great level expanse be watered conditions, 

its soil is so fertile that it immediately becomes a vast field of 
waving corn. Cultivation cannot be said to depend to · n 
appreciable extent on rainfall, and only a fringe of per- · 
manently irrigated lands exists near the hills. The largest 
proportion of the crops are raised from the floods • which 
disgorge their waters on to the plain, the chief sources of· 
irrigation being the Nari, the Bolan, the Sukleji, the Mula 
and the Dhoriri. At the same time it must be admitted that 
cultivation is precarious, for, if the summer rains fail in the 
hills, the centre of the country femains bare of crops, and 
most of the population migrate to find its means of liveli-
hood in Sind. No means, moreover, exist for any systematic 
distribution of flood water, much of which is annually wasted. 
Thus the whole cultivation of a particular tract may depend 
on a dam far up the river. For instance, the great Gadi 
gandha or dam was reconstructed in 1902 at great expense 
and labour, but was washed away again _in the spring of 
1904, and had to be rebuilt once more. During the four or five 
years previous to 1902, it had been occasionally repaired, but 
had given way, with the result that the water of the Nari 
poured down the Gadi channels into western Kachhi, a part 
which is atr,ady sufficiently irrigated from the rivers and 
hill torrents of the Central Brahui range, leaving the central 
portion, principally the Bhag nidbat, a desert. In 1903, 
however, as the dam withstood the force of the floods,. the 
Bhag mabat was well cultivated. When the fact of the 
immense fertility of the soil and the large amount of water 
which runs to waste in Sind is remembered, the benefit 
which might accrue from the introduction of systematic 
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means for husbanding and distributing the flood water over 
the country becomes apparent. An area, much of which is 
now uncultivated, might be transformed into a productive 
plain. 

The soil is alluvial and on the whole extremely fertile, espe
cially in those places which are subject to the spill of the 
rivers. The best is a light loam mixed with a moderate 
amount of sand. The cultivators generally call it matt. 
Next in fertility to matt comes khauri with mtigh, i.e., a 
light clay surface which cracks, but possesses a sub-soil 
having a quantity of sand. This land holqs moisture well 
and is especi~lly good for jutir. A dark loam, resembling 
matt and khauri and suitable for the cultivation of indigo, is 
known as mithz: Gassar, _also known as hhandur, differs 
slightly from kliaun·, in that it does not break up into clods 
when ploughed. The next class of land consists of a medium 
clay, ~nd is the soil most commonly met with. Next follows 
sarh, a stiff clay, and very suitable to the oilseed known as 
jtimha. Sarh; which is also cal_led kharch, is generally to be 
found in water-channels in which water has collected, and · 
may be identified by the large cracks in the hard surface 
which are caused by the h~at of the sun. Other soils are 
pat or potho, those hard, verdureless uncultivated tracts of 
clay described in documents as dasht-i-am'11:tit or lifeless 
desert, which the life-giving floods fail to reach ; khararha 
i.e., soil scoured out by the rush of water and retaining none 
of its good qualities, and kallar or saline soil. / 

The first two classes of soil are to be met with along the 
river beds injhal; oo the north of Gandava; at Gadi, Rindra 
and Arain in Blla Nari; at Chhalgari ; and Makhan Bela in 
Bhag; at Shoran; at Sianch and its neighbourhood; at Khari 
near Kotra; at Tughachi in Lahri and near Chhattlir. Dadhar 
and Gajan have an unenviable reputation for Aallar lands. 

Outside the fringe of stony -ground which surrounds three 
sides of the Kachhi plain, the prevailing" featur~ of the land-

. scape is a level plain seamed at intervals with deep ravines 
and channels caused by the rush of water issuing from the 
hill torrents. The volume of water in the rivers at flood
time is so great. that it hollows out deep channels near the 
hills, but as these proceed further into the plain, the channels 
become shallower, and ten or fifteen miles from the hills they 
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are not more than six or eight feet deep. The constant con- AGRICUL· 

struction of artificial dams and the natural softnes~ of the soil TURE. 

have caused the appearance, in the course of ages, of innu-
merable minor channels, and it is through these that the 
precious fluid is drawn off to the thirsty land which only 
requires the erection of lower surface embankments about 
two or three feet high, called lath, banna or banno, to hold 
up the flood water and turn the whole country into a tempo-
rary swamp after floods. 

The rainfall in Kachhi is extremely small, averaging about Rainfall. 

three inches, and were cultivation wholly .dependent on it 
the country would indeed be a waste. The air is dry and the 
summer temperature abnormally hot. In July and Aug.ust, 
the cultivators say the heat is sufficient to burst the pup i 
of a crow's eye; Ploughing is carried on after nightfall, 
and no one can be out after ten o'clock in the morning. . In 
the cold weather, which lasts from the middle of November to 
the middle of March, the morning and evening air is crisp and 
cool, but the sun is hot at midday, and crops cultivated during 
this period of the year are forced into strong and early growth. 
Frosts, kn<,wn as chor, may be expected early in November 
and cau!?e damage to late juar. The Shor;in J ats have a 
proverb-" If frost does not fall.on the leaf of the late juar, 
the husbandman will be busy throughout the winter in 
taking home the grain." If the juar crop escapes the first 
frost, it is believed not to be affected by later ones. 

As has been already explained, cultivation depe~ds almost System of 

entirely on the floods brought from the hills by the rivers of fnu~!~::ii~: 
the area. The sources of those rivers which are situated on to rainfall, 

the north and west, that is to say, the Bolan, the Mula and ~~~f~~!ation 
the Sukleji lie in areas which are largely dependent on the of surface. 

winter rain and snow. This falls about January and February, 
and, whilst bringing down floods at this time of tbe year, also 
has the general effect of maintaining a fairly large permanent 
supply of water in them. In the warmer climate, on the 
other hand, in which the central part of the course. of the 
western rivers and practically the whole course of the 
eastern rivers are situated, the rainfall occurs at tw~ periods 
in the spring, that is to say, the end of March and early 
April, and in summer, that is, in June, July and August. 
Of these two falls, the latter is the most copious, and it is 
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in this that the cultivators place their greatest hopes. The 
falls which occur in winter, occurring as they do in the form 
of light snow, near the sources of the rivers, do not 
generally bring down heavy floods. The spring rainfall 
again is scant, and though occasional floods often occur at 
that time of the year, they do not last long. In the summer, 
however, abundant rainfall (abundant, that is to say, for 

· Baluchistan) occurs, and hence July and August, the hottest 
months of the year, are those in which the Jat cultivator 
looks anxiously for the water which will provide him with 
subsistence for the coming year. At this time, the largest 
river, the Nari, generally contains a constant flow for some 
six weeks or two months, and much water runs to waste in 
Sind. Next, for consideration in copiousness of flood-supply, 
comes the Labri stream, and after that the Mula. Flood 
and rain crop areas are known as lur. The Jat describes 
them as'' the honey of the- ak," for raising a crop from them 
is as easy as obtaining honey from the ak plant (Calotropis 
gi"gantea). 

In addition to the flood cultivation, the permanent water 
near the borders of the bills is conducted in artificial 
channels from the rivers and streams for purposes of 
irrigation. Round Jhal too, and in one or two other places, 
ar~o be found a few springs. Except at Dadbar, Sanni, 
Sborcin, Gajan, Kunara, Khari, Kotra, and Gandava, the 
cultivation on these permanent sources of supply is 
inconsiderable. Where there are permanent sources of 
irrigation, both san'liJllnn." - and sarav crops are culti
vated, but owing to the decrease which takes place 
in the permanent supply of water in summer, the area 

• under the ta'tter much exceeds that of the former. In the 
case ofland dependent on flood water, the san'llJann." crop is 
by far the largest, but if late floods occur, oil-seeds and 
wheat are also cultivated for the spring harvest. 

Population 
engaged in, 
aod depend
ent on, agri . 
ul tore, 

Except the Hindu hanias, almost the whole population is 
engaged in agriculture. The cultivators consist of Jats and 
Baloch. The Jats are the original cultivators and are much 
superior to the Baloch as husbandmen, some of the latter 



fTRIBE~ ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE. 63 

have apparently only taken to cultivation in later times, 
whilst others consist of cultivating sections of Jats which 
have been absorbed into the Baloch tribes in the long lapse 
of anturies. In proof of this may be noted the almost 
entire absenc~ of agricultural terms from the Baluchi 
la'?guage. The position of the Baloch, socially, politically 
and economically, is superior to the Jats, who occupy an 
inferior position as a subject race. As · a rule, the Baloch 
hold revenue-free lands, and Baloch cultivators frequently 
engage servants to help in their agricultural work, to 
thresh the corn, or to tend the cattle. Whilst the Jat 
cultivator is enduring the sweltering heat· of the sun, the 
Baloch is sleeping in his house.- The J at, on the other
hand, asserts that .he has been associated with the noble 
profession of agriculture from the time of Adam. Kheti 
sir seti: " Cultivation and personal effort "is his motto, and 

he has a great contempt for the Baloch with his lazy, 
thieving propensities, and his lack of knowledge of the art 
of agriculture. The J at's land and his home constitute his 
single interest and delight, and, in spite of his careless 
hand-to-mouth existence, he is, on the whole, contented. 
His love for the soil and predilection for agriculture are well 

indicated by the following questions and answers which are 
commonly asked in the countryside =--: 

" What flower is the best in the world?" '' The best 
flower is the cotton flower, for it covers the naked limbs." 
" What footmark is the best in the world ?" " The mark of 
the water is the best footmark in the world." " What 
colour is the best in the world?" '' The colour of earth is 
the best in the world." " What voice is the best in the 
world'?" " The voice of the water-mill is the best in the 
world." " What beak is the best in the world ? '' " The 
beak of the ploughshare· is the best in the world." 

The poorer Bnihuis, who visit Kachhi in the winter, are 
engaged in tending their flocks, in collecting fuel or in the 
carrying trade, their more well-to-do brethren live on the 
crops which the Jats have raised during their absence in the 
highlands (Khurasan) for the summer months. So intense 
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is the feeling of these wild highlanders towards Kachhi 
as the " land of plenty " that they usually speak of the 
district as their '·' mother , . 

The cultivator divides the year into periods by the sowing 
and cutting of the different crops. He recognises the 
"commencement of each season by the periodical appearan~e 
of certain well-known stars. There are three principal 
harvests, viz., sanwanri, which includes the crops 'sown in 
the months of Stbzwanr (July) and Bhadra (August) and 
reaped by the month of Poh (December); sarav, which 
includes the crops soVIIn in the months of Katti (October), 
Manghar (November) and Poh (December) and reaped by the 
month of Vt"stikh (April); and arhart', i.e., the crops sown in 
the month of Chetr (March) and reaped, by the month of 
Arhtir (June). The agricultural calendar given further on 
shows the months into which the year is divided by the 
cultivator and the identical period accor~ing to the English 
calendar. 

The following are the chief crops produced at each 

harvest:-

· Sanwanri. Sarav. 

I. Juaf' (Anrlropogon Wheat (Triticum 

Arlui,i, otherwise 
known as Cht!tri. 

sati~ Jud" (for fodder). 
sorghum). vum). 

2. Mung (Phaseolus Barley (Ho,rleum vul· Cotton (Gossypium). 
mungo). gare). 

3• Moth (Phaseolus Sireh (Brassica cam pes- Water melons (Citrzel-
aconitifoliusj. Iris, var: Sinapis Ius vulgaris), 

dichotoma). · 
4• Bdjra. (Pennisetum Jdmba (Eruca sativa). Kiring(Setaria ltalica). 

typhoideum ). 
5• Ti"" or Til (Sesa- Bhang (Cannabis Indigo (lndigiff!'1'a 

-mum lndicum). sativa). tinctoria). 
6. Water melons (Ci

trullus vulgaris). 
7• Chaha (Lagenaria 

v,.lgaris). 
8. Meha (Citrullus fis· 

tulosus). 

It is principally on the sawanrt' and sarav harvests that 
the Kachhi cultivator depends. The arhan· harvest is ot 
comparatively small importance, except for fodder, but, it 
the arhan· fodder harvest of juar receives moisture in the 
summer, it will give a good return of grain in Decembe-r. 
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The greatest reliance of all is placed in the Sanwanri juar 
crop. The cultivator cares little or nothing for the floods 
of Chetr (March) if he can get them in Sanwanr (July). He 
believes too that one affects the other, " chetr utho, sanwanr 
mutho," says the proverb of the countryside ; "if cMtr has 
its fill, sanwanr will be nil." The stars by which the culti
vator is guided are katti, known to the Bnihuis as paur 
(Pleiades), whose appearance in the early morning in June 
heralds the period when floods may be expected ; treru or 
trangar (Cassiopeia), which appears about the 27th of San· 
wanr (July) and bids the cultivator hasten ·his preparations' 
for sdnwanri sowings ; ludho, known to the Brahuis as 
ludav, app~aring about the 15th of Bhadra (August), a 
signal to the cultivators that the season of juar sowing is 
over; and soMl (Cimopus) with its forerunner or. witness 
(shakid or agawan), which warns the cultivator that the end' 
of summer is near, and that his buffaloes will shortly cease . 
to soil in the water. Thus katti and trtru govern the juar 
cultivation, the principal sanwann: crop, whilst ludho and 
sohel are the stars which guides the cultivator in all matters 
relating to the wheat, the principal crop of the sarav bar- · 
vest. 

AGRICUL-
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SoMl is believed generally to bring three showers of rain 
in its train. These showers are known as lassi, i.e., a 
shower which covers a las or tract. The cultivators believe 
them to be universal on the whole of the earth. No heavy, 
clouds gather as in the case of the July and August storms, 
nor is there any accompaniment of thunder or lightning. 
The lassi is highly beneficial to the wheat, and each of the 
three showers has a distinct effect on that crop in its 
various stages after it has been sown on the sanwanrt'ftoods. 
The first shower generally occurs at the end of the month 
of Katti (October) and the cultivator knows it as lass£ hare 
hadht', i.e., the lassi which falls at the time of making the 
plots ; the second is said to be lass£ radh par4dhi, · i.e., the 
lassi which makes the whole field green ; the third and last 
!ihower is spoken of as lassi btlre hadhi, i.e., the lassi which 
m~kes all the'plants bushy. 

s 
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The following is a calendar of the principal agricultu~al 
operations:-

Enl gldish !vernacular. I 
ca en ar. Work. 

January Mann (J.) 
Mdhng(B.). 

February Pnaganr ... 

March Chltr 

April Visdldl 

May -· Jetn 
June Arndr or 

.Alutr. 

July Sdn'IJJanr ... 

August -· Bnadra ... 

September ... Assu 

October Katti 

November... Mahngar ••• 

December ••• Poli 

Unirrigated lands are embanke) and pre
pared for summer floods. Sdn7Danri crops 
are threshed and harvested. The wheat 
and barley crops in irrigated lands arc 
watered. 

Great change of temperature, days bot and 
nights cold. Same operations as above. 
The sdn7Danri harvest is complete. 

Arlutricrops are sown. Barley and oil-seeds 
are harvested. The wheat crop is half 
ripe (dh14). Construction and repair of 
dams and embankments is undertaken. 

The wheat crop is reaped. The water 
melons sown with the arndri crops ripen. 

The wheat harvest is threshed and finished. 
Arndri crops are reaped except cotton 

which is-plucked in December. If floods 
occur in this month, sdn'ZJJanri crops are 
sown, but they are liable to damage from 
insects in September. . 

The busiest month of the Kacbhi cultivator. 
Ploughing and sowing takes place for the 
sdn111anri crops on the summer floods 
with all speed, as late crops sown in 
August are liable to damage from frost in 
November. 

Sdn7Danri sowings are completed by the 
middle of this month.. Lands irrigated 
by late floods are prepared for sara11 
crops. 

Bdjri is harvested and ~nana and mena 
ripen. 

Sara11 sowings commence and the cold 
weather begins. 

Sara11 sowings continued. San71Janri water 
·melons are over. The sdn'lllanri harvest 
commences at the end of the month. 

Sdn'll.'anri cuttings completed. Sara11 sow
ings do not extend beyond the tenth of 
the month. The cotton crop is plucked. 

The cultivator's busy season lasts from July to the follow
ing January. February to June is a period of comparative 
leisure, unless late floods have occurred in the previous year 
and a large wheat crop has to be harvested in April. 

The July (sdnwanrJ floods bring the moisture on which 
all the cultivator's hopes are fixed, and if they fail the hus_ 
bandman's· outiook is dark.· It is indeed round Sdnwanr 
that aU his hopes centre and "a cultivator who sleeps in 

Note. (J.)-Jatki; ,(B.)-Bahicbi. 
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Sdnwanr is neither a· man nor a dog." The husbandmen 
say that if a man's mother die in Sanwanr, he has no time to 
bury her. The Augus tfloods are sudden and overtake the 
cultivator unawares when he is not quite prepared to repair 
his embankments. The heat too is intense. "Bhadra is 
terribly bad, Sanwanr is better than it." The heat continues 
in September (Assu), "Assu melts the silver necklace and 
makes the wild ass stay in the shade." The beginning of Octo
ber heralds the approach of winter; " Seven days once, seven 
days again, seven days more, and seven days once again. 
Now fires are burning in every house." Both October and 
November (Katti and Mahngar) are busy 'months, for the 
sarav crops have to be sown and the dayc; are growing all too 

.short for the work to be- done. In the following month, 
December, the cultivator says: "In Pok eat one meal and 
grind corn for the next." In January (Mdkn) there is little 
agricultural work except threshing. With the advent of 
February (Phaganr) a change takes place in the weather 
and grumbles are heard•at the wind and heat:-" Phaganr 
has puffs of wind: the nights are frosty, but the days bring 
perspiration." The cultivator now recruits preparatory to 
the CMtr so wings. In March ( CMtr) the barley is ripe and 
the wheat is ripening: "The month of Cketr has come; let 
us go and see if the wheat and the barley has become ripe." 
The Hindu festival of Holi occurs at this time:-" Holi 
adh galoli," t.e., "Holi and the grain half ripe." In April 
( Vzsakh), May (/etk) 1 and June (Arkdr) all the arkdri crops 
which have been sown in Cketr are reaped with the exception 
of the cotton, which is not ready till December (Pok). 

A full list of the agricultural and flock-owner:s' terms in 
ordinary use will be found in Appendix I of the Sarawdn 
Gasetteer. 

By far the largest and the most important crop is juar 
(Andropogon sorghum). It forms the staple food-grain of 
tbe people. Of other food-grains, bdjri (Pennisetum typhoi
dellm), mung (Phaseolus mu11go), and moth (Pkaseolus aconitz"
folius) are also cultivated in small quantities in summer, 
and wheat and barley in the autumn. The oil-seeds culti
vated include rape, mustard and sesamum (til). The only · 
n hcou& crop is cotton. Amongst miscellaneous crops may 
be meationed coriander (Coripndrum satzintm) and melonll 
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(Cucumis melo) ; vegetables include the pumpkin, meha 
(Ci'trullus fistulosus), and chaha (Lagenar£a 'lJUlgar£s). Hemp 
(bhang) is the only intoxicating drug produced. It is grown 
in Khari and is largely consumed both by Jats and Baloch. 
Italian millet (k£r£ng) is grown in a few places as a fodder crop. 

· juar is sown if floods occur at any time between March 
and August. Having repaired the large river dams, known 
as gandhas, towards the end of the cold weather in the way 
which will be subsequently described, the cultivator eagerly 
waits for a flood to come down. He has meanwhile raised 
and repaired the embankments (lath), which will retain the 
flood water when it reaches his fields. This is done with 
the kinr, a broad plank harrow drawn by two bullocks. 
~mall plots are known as gahn or pann£, medium-sized 
ones as hanna or bamzo. A large tract of embanked and 

· cultivated land without subsidiary dams is known as a ba£r. 
When the floods come, be it night or day, all is excitement 
over the filling of the fields with water (ahdari or pan£jhalna). 
Care has to be taken that the embankments do not break, 
and immediate repairs are done to weak spots. When the 
field has been filled, it is allowed to absorb the water and it 
is then in rij. Ground which is still muddy and soft is 
known as ala, al£ or gapp, and is not ploughed till the water 
has been fully absorbed, when the soil is adh. Ploughing 
is now commenced (har wahna), and when the whole field 
has been .Ploughed it is sawa or sao, otherwise known as 
kheri. No harrowing takes place. The usual method of 
sowing is broadcast (chhat). Drilling (nalz) is seldom used 
except when the moisture has sunk deep into the soil and, 
in this case also, the sowings are not so successful as when 
scattered broadcast. In other cases of deficient moisture. 
the seed is steeped in water during the night and sown 
broadcast next day. The seed germinates four days after 
sowings (wadha) and by the seventh day the young plants 
show above ground (salla), and the farmer sees whether his 
seed is good or bad. If the first seed fails, the plot is resown. 
At this time the sprouts have two leaves (heh pannz), when it 
is four to six inches high, it makes three stalks and is known 
as ganar or tr£khar bhaga. When it reaches a man's calf, it 
is pz'nnz', and when up to his knee, goda; when up to the 
thigh, sathar, and when up to t.he waist, chel. 
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The crop generally ripens in about three months. The.r~ AGtucuL
is a proverb "maklna panne: mahina ganne: makina anne:" TURE. 

"one month leaves, one month stalks, one month grain." 
Before coming into ear the plant is said to be "ckonk. '' 
When the ear has formed but has not burst, it is didk. As 
soon as the ear expands and begins to sprout, it is called gal 
phdr, nisarna or nisara. When the ears begin to bend over, 

·they are ji", and when the grain swells, kkira. The grain 
then matures and becomes fit for eating (sang). The culti
vators now pluck the finer ears and half parch them on the 
fire, when the grain is separated from the husk. This is dbu 
and is much relished. At this stage, too, pieces of the 
young green stalk are cut and eaten like sugar-cane. They 
are very succulent and are called kana. To obtain specially 
good !lana the heads of the st~lks are sometimes cut off at 
the time when the plant is didk. Earless stalks, whether 
artificial or natural, are known as kukk. When ripe, the crop 
is called kudur. 

Harvesting the ears is known as lab. After the ears have 
been harvested, the stalks now known as tdnda, kdna, or 
hkannar are cut for fodder. The root stalks which remain 
above ground, are known as ndr or sundka. They are then 
collected (bar karna or ·dkonrdn) in the threshing floor (dera) 
and for five or six days they are constantly turned over 
(utkalna) with a four or six pronged fork { ckaugz" and 
ckhiggz" dandan) in order that they may dry. When dry, 
they are threshed (gak karna) in the usual way. The ears 
when threshed are kanda and are separated from the grain· 
with the pitch-fork. The grain heap (dkaro) is now win
nowed by the village sweeper (gagra) throwing the grain 
into the air with a spade (dkallz). The chaff (hun) is- used 
for fodder. A line (rakk) is drawn round the clean grain 
heap (rak) with a sword or spade to keep off evil spirits. 
When the time comes for division, this circle is only entered 
by the ·cultivator after washing, and the first measure is set 
aside with the cultivator's own hands for the prophet as 
rasul'llJai. The rest is measured by the village measurer, 
generally a bania. Each shareholder then puts his grain 
into the earthen receptacle (ganda or gundz), which is to 
be seen in every courtyard, and has a hole near ·the bottom 
to allow the grain to escape as required. 
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·. Juar sowings are distinguished as arhdri, i.e., JUdr sown 
in Ckitr (March) and harvested by Arhdr Qune), j'ethi, i.e., 
the crop sown injeth (May), andsamvanri, also-called agetri 
or agatri, i.e., j'udr sown in July or on earlier floods. 

Arhdri j'uar, which requires moisture for the second time 
in May, is cut in feth (May) and Arhdr Qune) a.nd used as 
fodder for bullocks in June and July, as these animals are 
particularly hard-worked at that season. The term is also 
applied to the grain crop obtained from judr stalks which 
were left in the ground from the previous year's sanwanri 
crop and which produce grain if they receive a spring 
watering. 

The stalks of an. arhdri crop which have been cut for 
fodder in May and June, sprout again and are known as 
thadda. If they receive moisture from July floods and a 
further watering in Assu (September), good grain produce 
is obtained about November. The crop is much affected by 
the westerly wind known as hathi.Ji" and the stalks are 
therefore cut as near to the surface as possible. 

Thadda,·which has received no second watering, is very 
noxious when cut green and is not used as fodder until 
after it has been dried. Among the thadda, as "~ as 
among other jutir crops prior to the month of July, few 
plants appear which are called patha by the cultivator and 
which are generally fatal to cattle. The ordinary cultivator 
cannot identify the patha, but Labcinas from Sind are said 
to be experts in doing so. The Jats have a curious supersti
tion that the shadow of ·a patha stalk falls towards the SUD 

instead of away from it. 
Jethi jua,. gives the largest produce in grain. Indeed 

the jethi crop has many advantages. Sown on early floodst 
it derives much llenefit from those of July, and is little 
affected by the extreme heat of August or by disease. 
Once the seed is sown, a .lethi j'uar crop is considered to 
be as good . as garnered, whence the saying : .lethi ghar 
'lllt!thi, i.e., ''jt!thiJUar is already ,in the house." Jethi is not 
given as fodder to horses, as it produces it<;h. If it has 
been cut as fodder for bullocks and again recei.ves moisture 
in July, it will produce a crop of grain. 

Ajethicrop, however, is by no means an assured event 
in any year, and much more reliance can be placed on a 
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sanwanri crop, as copious floods are generally received in AGRICtTJ;. 

the mont!:} of Sanwanr. The crop requires further moisture TURE, 

in August and September. It is seldom used as fodde~, but 
fodder is grown from it on stalks that have received mois-
ture from February rains. Such fodder is injurious to 
horses but b~neficial to cattle, especially to milch cows. 

A fourth kind of juar crop is known as packhlltri. It is 
sown in August and reaped in December and January, and 
requires a second watering in September. It is not regarded 
as a satisfactory crop, and is only sown by necessity in case 
of late floods. 

jua1' grown on flood cultivation in Kachhi is said to be far 
superior to that grown on flood cultivation in Sind owing to 
the excessively fertile properties of the soil. As characteris
tically put by the cultivators, •• the stalks of Kachhijudr are 
equal for feeding purposes to the grain of the Sindjuar." . 

Juar fodder is divided into two classes, turi and kdnga,., yarieties of 

Turi possesses a succulent stalk, which is compared with Judr. 

sugarcane for the saccharine matter it possesses, whilst 
kdngar is hard, dry and makes poor fodder. The same names 
are also applied 'to varieties of juar grain as will be presently 
explained. The following varieties of juar are cultivated : 
turi,' sathri, mithri or mithra, gahri, kdrtuhi, toh1' and kiln-
gar. Turi is t}:le most widely cultivated. The graio is dark 
brown in colour and is much relished for its substance. It 
grows with little moisture an4 is especially suited for rain 
and flood crop lands. The best kind of tun' is known as 
chaubuhbi, as the ear has four little nipples at the 

0 
end. 

Chaububbi is well known for the sweetness of its 
0 

stalk. 
Turi commands a good price in the market. SathP'i is so 
called because it gets ripe in sixty days. The grain 'is light 
in colour. It is much sown on late floods as a pachhlltri 
crop. Mithri or mith1'a is a very sweet variety as its name 
implies. It is somewhat brown in colour and little culti-
vated except in small patches from which the grain is taken 
when half ripe (dbu) and parched. Gahri grain is reddish 
and is the largest of all the varieties. It is considered an 
inferior sort and the stalks make poor fodder. Kartuhi is 
said to be a sub-variety of turi and possesses a long stalk. 
l t is recognised by the bend of the head from the stalk and 
the dark colour of the ear. Toh,. fetches a poor price in the 



AGRICUL
TURE, 

Weeding. 

Jwd,. in ir• 
riga ted 
lands. 

Disea·ses. 

Outturn. 

KACHII/. 

market, though it bears a large kind of grain. Kdngar is 
the most inferior kind. The plant, though high, possesses 
little saccharine matter, whilst the grain is small. The 
poorer class of cultivators alone cultivate it • 
. 'The juar crop requires little weeding (ktimbo). Small plants 

and grasses are taken out as fodder for the cattle. The 
field is sometimes cleaned by reploughing. This is spe
cially necessary when fresh irrigation has been received by 
the thadda stalks of an arhtiri crop, but it is also carried 
out in the case of other jutir grown on irrigated lands, 

Only two crops of juar are grown on irrigated lands, viz., 
arhtiri and sanwanri. Arhtiri juar is generally mixed in 
S\lCh cases with melons, cotton and moth ; moth is also 
mixed with sanwanri j'uar.. It is never drilled in irrigated 
lands.· Owing to the great fertility of rain and flood crop 
lands it is usual for several kinds of seed to be sown at 
once, thus, melons and cotton are sown in flood crop areas 
with arhtiri juar, mung and moth with sanwanri Jitar, gourds 
being cultivated at the same time on the embankments and 
'sesamum (tu) in the depressions (llanoel) below them. 
Water-melons are also sown in the same field as sanwanri 
juar. The pdchhtitri crop of juar is mixed with sireh. 
· juar is. subject to little disease and it generally makes 
strong healthy growth. Owing to the extreme heat of 
August, an insect (kznyan} sometimes appears in the stalk 
which gets red and rotten and produces no .ear. Excessive 
heat in August also causes the young plants to wither, a 
disease which is known as bukhra. Kanri is another disease 
·and is a kind of rust. The ear becomes whitish and the 
grain produces a black dust. An ear affected with llann 
is at once recognizable and is generally considered unfit for 
consumption, although some of the poorer Brahuis eat the 
ears after parching them. juar plants suffer from the effects 
of a south wind if it blows in October, the disease caused 
thereby being known as bagg. A. north wind, however, 
counteracts the effect of a south wind, and, indeed, a north 
wind, blowing in September or October, is considered almost 
as beneficial to the crop as a second watering. A north 
wind after October is injurious. 

No experiments have been made in Kachhi from which the 
outturn of the fuar crop can be estimated, but experiments 
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made in different villages in the Sibi tahsil in 1904 gave 17 
maunds 16 seers as the average produce obtainable from 
an acre of irrigated but unmanured land which had been 
left fallow in the previous year. 

As the staple food grain of the people, juar is made into 
cakes and eaten with spinach or chopped mustard leaves. 
Gourds are also much relished with juar cakes, "meha. 
makhanjiha ": "gourds are like butter." ·The grain only 
retains its full taste up to forty days after harvest. After 
that it gradually loses its quality, and in six months it 
has an unpleasant smell and is known as bhuttl. The 
poorer Brahuis are in the habit of taking wheat from the 
highlands and exchanging it for sour juar, whence they are 
taunted as hhutti khor. 

When half ripe, the grain is pounded with a pestle and 
mortar and the juice obtained by this process is mixed with 
cow's milk and taken by the well-to-do classes for the sake 
of its strength-giving properties. 

The dry stalks and leaves make excellent fodder for cat
tle and horses and are known as karab, The uses of the 
green stalks have already been mentioned. A good deal 
of honey is obtained from bees' nests in ·the high juar 
about October when the crop is at the bur stage. 

Wheat is most cultivated .on the west side of Kachhi, 
where irrigated lands exist. In flood crop areas, it can only 
be successfully grown if floods occur in the latter part of 
August or in September. The soft matt soil, which retains 
moisture well, is considered most suitable. Irrigated lands, 
which have been cultivated with wheat, are allowed to lie 
fallow for two years. 

Irrigated land is ploughed for wheat and barley crops 
early in October. It is usual for such land to be sown in 
long strips, and with this object, four long parallel lines are 
drawn with the plough.· These lines, called tlr, may be of 
indefinite length. They are afterwards crossed at right 
angles by other lines, known as pansar, at intervals of 
ten paces. Plots are then formed by digging round the 
lines with the dhall. Each plot is known as a btira and 
its entrance as warun. A line of plots running between the 
long parallels is known as pes. The water channel at the 
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.head of several pes is called sar-ganh, and the channel, taking 
water to a second set of pes, is known ·as shahwdhi-IJanh. 
Parallel to the sar-ganh, and leading to a second set of pev is 
the wichun-ganh. 

Watering is known as re1: When the moisture has been 
fully absorbed and the earth is ddh and will not stick to 
the plough, the ground is ploughed and sowings are done 
broadcast. Irrigated lands are never harrowed. The seed 
germinates in four days. It is known as angztr whilst still 
underground, but, on sprouting, it is said to be salta. 
When the crop is about three inches high, it receives a 
second watering known as paun, and the crop requires con
stant watering, generally, about once a fortnight, up to the 
harvest. Much, however, depends on the quality of the 
soil, a good soil requiring a small number of waterings and 
a poor soil, a greater number. If a crop is ready for har
vesting, but there is delay in reaping, it is always watered 
in order to strengthen the straw. Early in Cluftr (March) 
the strength of the west wind (kumhz} has a tendeHcy to beat 
the crop down when it is known as drath. The only remedy 
is watering. Sowing~ continue from October to about the 
loth of December. Late sowings always give inferior 
produce both in straw and grain. Poh hathain kho : "Sow 
in Poh and reap with the hands '? is the saying of the 
countryside. 

In unirrigated lands the moisture brought by the late 
floods . of August and Septem her is retained by ploughing 
the soil and harrowing it smooth, after which the seed is 
sown with the drill in October. 

Both in irrigated and unirrigated lands barley is some
times mixed with the wheat. In the former case, it is 
generally put along the sides of the water channels, but in 
flood crop areas it is sown with the wheat. Barley thus 
sown is known as jowali kanak. It is ·seldom allowed to' 
ripen, but is used as fodder. 

Wheat makes little growth in winter, but in February it 
starts again and just before coming into ear is known as 
gahh. The first ears that .are seen are known as tinrk. 
When the grain is half formed it is called khlro and when 
ripe enough for eating it is dhu. This dhu is sometimes 
parched and eaten and sometimes parched and kept to 
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be eaten as pulse ; it is then known as dadhari. When fully 'AGRICUL• 

rip~ it is kudur. The cultivator expects the grain to be ripe TIJRE. 

by the first day of Visakk, when the crop turns ted. Visakki 
ka1trak nandki waddi lakki: " With Visakk the wheat, 
great and small, becomes red." Harvest (lab or ldhdro) is 
commenced on a Sunday, Monday or Wednesday, as these 
are auspicious days. Even if labourers are not immediately 
available, the owner will cut a small patch (chagg) on one of 
these days and complete the work later on; Harvesting 
is done on the lai system, the rates of wages varying frorn 
one-twentieth to one-sixtieth of the produce cut. In some 
places two annas a day is paid to the labourer. A small 
patch of the crop is generally left for the labourers them-
selves to take and is known as drako. The labourer's wife 
and children collect the gleanings (ckuno). The stubble is 
known as nar or kdngar. A heap of ears on the threshing 
floor is called val. These heaps are collected in an enclo-
sure called Mr, /okra, or wara; Threshing (gdk) takes place 
in the usual way; the ears being spread under the feet of 
the bullocks with a five-pronged fork. Winnowing is done 
with a fork known as trz'ang by a labourer whose wages 
are from two to two and a quarter kdsas on· every grain 
heap (puri). A second winnowing is done with the dkallt~ 
and the grain, when cleaned for measurement, is called rdk 
or htir. A circle is drawn with a sword round the heap and 
a ball of half dry clay (bkitar) with some ak flowers is placed 
on the top of the heap in tl:ie superstitious hope of increas-
ing the amount. 

The varieties of wheat cultivated are the waru, tkori, Varieties. 
kkuda£11 and rakmtara. The first two are those principally 
cultivated. Kkuddin and rakmtara only grow here and 
there. wa,.u is'a bearded red wheat, which makes excel-
lent bread. It is a delicate crop, however, and requires 
much water, whence it is little cultivated on flood crop 
areas. Its beard is believed to protect it from the winds. 
Tkori is a good flood crop wheat. It is white and beard-
less and very hardy. Bread made from it· has not so 
much taste as that made from uxiru, its ears ar~ highly 
productive. Kkuddin, which is believed to have been mira-
culously sent from heaven, possesses a small grain and has 
been recently introduced, It is beardless. Rakmtara resembles 
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barley in appearance and is preferred for parching. It is very 
easily threshed, the grain falling out at the slightest stroke. 

The principal diseases from which wheat suffers are 
known as luhzri, ratti and angan·. The crop when suffering 
from kanri produces a black dusty ear which yields to a 
slight touch. It differs from the kdnn" from which the judr 
crop suffers, as juar, when suffering from kanri, looks like 
good grain and can .be parched. Kanri wheat, on the other 
hand, is quite useless except as fodder. Rattz" (rust) attacks 
the crop if much cloud prevails when irrigation is going on 
rendering the days hot and dull. The stalk gets pale in 
colour and the grain smells unpleasant. Plants, suffering 
from angdri, dry up and wither in March owing to the 
heat. In dry crop areas this disease is known as murai and 
occurs earlier, in February. . 

Wheat is only manured in irrigated lands and manuring is 
not common. Bat's dung (chamra), which is collected from 
caves in the neighbouring hills, is sometimes used by placing 
a small amount at the entrance to the field at the time when 
the ~rop is about a foot high and allowing it to be spread by 
the irrigation water. Pigeon's dung is also used as a sub
stitute for bat's dung. 

No statistics of the outturn of wheat in Kachhi are avail
able, but experi~ents made in different villages in the Sibi 
tahsil, in 1904, gave 12 maunds 17 seers as the average 
produce obtainable from an acre of unmanured but irrigated 
land which had been left fallow during the previous year. 

Barley is not extensively grown and is hardly ever found 
in Hood crop areas. If sown on flood crop lands, the drill 
is used, whilst in permanently irrigated lands it is sown 
broadcast. Sowing takes place in October and the harvest 
is about a fortnight earlier than the whea~,-ai: the end of 
March or beginning of April. The principal use of barley is 
as a fodder crop. If watered every fortnight, it is fit for 
fodder in January, and when used as fodder at this time and 
in February, animals derive much benefit from it. But in 
March the •straw is hard and dry and of little value. 
" A handful of barley fodder in Mahn," says the country 
proverb, ~· is equal to a load in Phaganr, CMtr barley is 
no fodder." Before being used as fodder in March, the 
beard is generally removed by the process known as satna. 
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No statistics of the outturn gf barley in Kachhi are 
available. A single experiment made in the Kurk circle 
of the Sibi tahsil, in 1904, gave 13 · maunds as the produce 
of an acre of unmanured but irrigated land which had been 
left fallow during the previous year. 

Mung, moth and bti;n: are cultivated as subsidiary crops 
with juar. All are sown broadcast. Of these, mung is most 
popular and extensively grown. A mung crop grows best 
on khauri soil in flood crop lands. In irrigated lands it 
is generally sown as a fodder crop. Sowings take place 
in July on the lcind ploughed for juar, and harvesting about 
the middle of November. In fields in which the water has 
pcnded for a long time, the plants grow very rank, have 
no ears and are indigestible as fodder. A disease called 
nzahla also attacks the plants. The ripe pulse is used 
boiled whole for food. The well-to-do, however, crush, 
husk, and clean it before using it as pulse. The crushed 
stalks and leaves (kattt) fo~m a good fodder for bullocks • 

· and camels. They are not given to horses. 

AGRICUL• 
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Mung. 

Moth is mixed with both arhtiri and sanwanri juar. If Moti. 

sown with arhtin'ju.O.r, it is injurious to horses, but sanwanri 
moth, when in ear, makes excellent fodder for these animals. 
It is cut in September, when wisps are rroade of it, as 
with lucerne in the highlands, and it is kept in its dry state. 
It flourishes best on sandy soil. It is less extensively 
grown than mung, and its pulse is little esteemed. It 
is mixed with fuar grain and given to horses, arid if it 
is crushed before this is done, horses benefit much by it. 

Bdjri is sown in a sandy soil called wdri in August, Bdj'ri. 
and the crop is harvested in November. It is not cultivated 
on irrigated lands. The stalks are not generally used 
as fodder. Two varieties are recognised : btijri, which 
possesses a small fine grain, and nar haj'ri, which has 
a bigger ear. The flour is made into cakes and eaten 
by the poorer cJ-.sses. The cultivation is small. 

Oilseeds are represented by two varieties, sireh (Brti.ssica Oilseeas. 
campestris, var. sinapis dichotoma) and jamha (Eruca sativa); 
which are grown in flood crop areas. Kara1' is a lately 
introduced mixture of .rireh and ;amha. 

The oil extracted from .rireh is less bitter than that of 
;amha, and both the s~ed and oil sell at a better price. 
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:. s,~ek oil, for inlitance, is generally sold at about 3 seers to 
the rupee andjiimha at about three and a half seers. Sirek 
sowings take place late in August or in September and 
extend up to October. That portion of the field, which 
lies near the embankments, is generally lower than the 
rest and is known as putk, the higher surface is the mohr. 
The putk retains most moisture and is generally, therefore, 
retained for wheat, whilst the mohr is sown with sirek. 
The land is ploughed but not harrowed and sometimes a 
little j'udr is sown with it. as fodder for the bullocks in 
December. Sirek seed germinates after six days and as 
its leaves increase, becomes ·do panni (two-leaved), tre panni 
(three-leaved) and char panni (four-leaved), successively, by 
which time it is about a month old and is used as a vegetable. 
Up to the beginning of January, the crop is pastured by 
camels, goats, sheep· and bullocks to cause the plants to 
spread. Soon after the grazing is stopped, the plants make 
shoots (gandal or gannar), whic,tt are much relished as a 
vegetable, the cultivator comparing them to mutton. The 
blossom comes about March, when the plant is said to be 
pkundani. It is harvested in April, when the outer skin of 
the hu"sk has become dry and the crop is keldari. The gaj 
variety of sirek, which has a brownish white seed, is grown 
only as a vegetable. 

Harvesting oilseeds is regarded by the. cultivator as 
unpleasant work and is compared to the skinning of a donkey, 
for ther~ is nothing for him to eat as he works, as in the case 
ofthe juaror wheat harvest. Threshing is done in the ordinary 
way with bullocks and winnowing with the fork or the reed
made winnowing baskets (ckhaJ) . . A curious superstition 
prevails among the J ats that when the St·rek is in blossom, 
fairies inhabit the flowers and children are therefore prevent
ed from going near the field lest they should be caught. An 
insect called ulli sometimes attacks it, and hard frosts in 
January and February sometimes cause immens~ damage. 

Sirek is most extensively grown on the western si.de of 
Kachhi, but jamha is more frequent in the centre, round Bhag 
Nari. It is said that, in the days of Mlr Khudadad Khan, the 
sirek crops were much damaged by the Khan of Kalat's 
camels and that, in consequence, cultivators took to the 
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cultivation ofjamluz, which 'these animals do not care for, 
jamba is very hardy, grows in very little moisture· and can be 
sown broadcast without even ploughing on sar/J ·or ·klzarch 
soils. 

Oilseeds are largerly exported to Sind and oil is also extract~· 
ed in local presses called gahnra. The refuse (klzar or nart) 
is mixed with chopped straw and given to cattle. A ktisa 
weighing 10 seers, 14 .chittacks of sireh is estimated to 
yield 2! seers of ~il, whilst the same quantity of jamba see~ 
produces 3 to 2! seers of oil. 

Tt'l, known to the Sindi-speaking J ats as tirr and to the 
Brahuis as kunchid, is a sanwam·£ crop generally sown in 
July or August simultaneously with bdjrt in dry crop lands, 
especially along the depressions below the field embankments. 
The extent of cultivation is insignificant. It is sown broad
cast, but owing to the minuteness of the seed, it is genera~ly 
mixed with dry earth before sowing. The land is ploughed 
after the seed has been scattered and t_he crop ripens in 
November .. Owing to the fear of losing the grain through 
the opening of the pods, it is generally cut when somewhat 
green and tied in bundles .(mur£), which are set up in a circle 
to dry. When dry, the grain is extracted by carefully 
shaking the bundles into a cloth. The stalks are useless 
as fodder. A mixture of both black and white varieties is 
generally sown. The grain is largely purchased by Brahuis 
on their return to the highlands. Before his return every 
Brahui lays in a small stock of groceries, a system known as 
clzuka£, and among them is generally included a small bag of 
huncht'd-hugra, that is, sesamum and parched gram, which. is 
used on the march, especially for the children. These bags 
of kunchUJ-bugra are also much appreciated as presents by 
friends in the highlands. The price of sesamum varies 
from 6 to 9 seers per rupee in ordinary. years. When 
exported, it is used for making sweetmeats c~lled rewari in 
Sind. No oil is expressed locally, 

That cotton has long been cultivated in Kachhi, is indi
cated by the following suggestive extract from the history of 
Sind written by Mlr Maasum of Bhakkar about 16oo A.D." 

"In Kor-zamln and Chhatur, which ~redistricts of Siwi, 
cotton plants grow as large as trees, in so much that men pick 

• Elliot's Histor_7 of India, Volume l1 page 237· 
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· the cotton mounted. On each cotton plant th&re are one 
or two hundred snakes, of a span long, so that men are oblig
ed to brush them off with sticks and drive them away before 
they can pluck the bolls. If any one is bitten by a snake 
they immediately open the wound with a razor and suck out 
the poison, otherwise death would supervene." 

Cotton is known as 'lDdr by the Jats .. The crop requires 
a good deal of water and labour and is not a favourite one, 
but a fairly large cultivation is to be found at Jhal, Kotra, 
Khari, Gajan, Shoran, and Dadhar. It is an arhan· crop 
cultivated both on flood crop and irrigated lands. Most of 
the cultivation is done on the latter. Two systems of culti
vating cotton are in vogue, sowing broadcast and sow-

, ing in ridges; the former is known' as chhat and the latter 
as garpi. If floods occur in March, cotton seed (kakra) is 
sown by the chhat system immediately after the aYhan· jutlr, 
~he seed having been well rubbed in earth. The land is 
then ploughed. Sometimesjutlr, melons and cotton are all · 
sown broadcast together. Sowing in ridges on the garpi 
system differs from this process. On the night followin~ 
the day on which fuar has been sown, the cotton seed is put 
into a hole dug knee-deep in the ground and water is sprink
led on it. Next morning the wet seed is sown in ridges 
situated at about four or five feet from each other .. The 
direction of these lines is' at right angles to the furrows 
made in the first instance for judr sowings. The seed is 
sown in pinches about three feet apart. The pinches of 
seed sown are called thadda. After being covered with 
earth, the seed germinates in four or five_ days and the field 
is now said to be sd'lDa, i.e., green. In cases in which 
the seed does not germinate, a second sowing takes place, 
but this time the seed is not wetted but is watered after 
sowing. Seed, which is to be sown ill irrigated ll~nds, is 
first rubbed with a small quantity of asafretida, which is 
efficacious in keeping off a di&ease called murai, which is 
mentioned further on. · 

In April, when water can be spared from the wheat crop, 
it is. given to the cotton, and is generally allowed to remain 
in the field for about 24 hours. In flood crop lands, waterings 
may be expected from the floods of June, July and August. 
The weeds, which grow in profusion after these waterings, 
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are cleaned (kambo) and used as fodder for the cattle. The AGRicul.,, 
plants begin to blossom in September and are then said to TURE. 

be gul. On the petals falling off; the plant is btlkz"ti. The 
ooll now formed is called gofra. In October the boll bursts 
and the cotton which appears is known as phutti. Picking 
takes place at intervals of 8 or 10 days, commencing at the 
end of October, and, owing to frost~ generally ceases iti 
December or January. The process is called waro, and is 
generally done by women and children, who receive xfsth, 
1j8th and I/Ioth of the total produce as wages. This 
system of produce wages is known as bMni. The empty 
cotton bolls are known as sungari, and they are gen~rally 
put to no use, except in cases of necessity, when they are 
used as fodder tor cattle.- The dry stalk (·warathz) is used as 
fuel. After the final picking, sheep and cattle are let into 
the fields to eat the leaves. A ~ingle crop lasts for· three 
years. The first year's crop is known as neri or rop, the 
second year's as mundki, and the third year's as trek-
mundhi. The second year's crop is proverbial both for its 
productiveness and quality: "mundki cotton,. a buffalo 
with twisted horns, a house built of mud, a camel among 
all animals, a bullock with horns twisting outwards and 
backw~rds, and a left-handed man are the best of their 
kind," says the proverb. The only disease, to which cotton is 
subject, is mzlrai, and this only in irrigated lands; The 
disease is caused' by an insect which appears when the' 
plant is in bloom and causes it to wither. The only known 
remedy is rubbing the seed in asafretida, as already des-
cribed. Cotton sells at 10 to 12 seers per rupee, cotton 
seed at R. 1-4 to Rs. 2 per maund. :rhe latter is given 
to milch-cows and goats. 

The cotton is cleaned and the seed (kakra) se'parated Cleaning. 

from it .by a simple but ingenious native implement called 
aitri and known to the Punj::ibi Jats as welanri. It is made 
locally and costs from R. 1-4 to Rs. 5, according to its 
design and ornamentation. It consists of a wooden frame-
work about two- feet broad and 18 inclles high, which is 
fixed \·ertically to the grou.nd by pegs, and is also supported 
against a wall by two wooden poles (adddn). At the top of 
the frame two rollers are fixed hprizontally into the side 
pieces I munna), the upper one (kanrka) of iron and the lower 
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('<Velanr) of wood. Each of the rollers is provided with a 
handle by means of which they are revolvfid in opposite 
directions by two women, one of whom at the same time feeds 
the. space between the two rollers with unclean cotton, which 
must be thoroughly dry. The dirt is removed by the attrition 
of the rollers. The machine is more primitive than that in 
use in the Punjab, which can be worked by one person. 
The womenfolk of the Hindu hanias generally work the 
machine. If labour is employed, the usual rate of wages is 
one anna per seer of clean cotton. Two women can 
generally turn out 6 to 8 seers of cotton in about tweh'e 
hours. The machines are sometimes let on hire at one anna 
per day. . 

Dr. Watt has arrived at the conclusion ·that the cultiva
tion of indigo in India had its home in Gujnit and Sind, and 
it is interesting, therefore, to find that the cultivation and 
manufacture of indigo is still carried on in the little nidhat of 
Dadhar. 

A soil known as mithi, something between matt and kkauri, 
is generally chosen for raising the crop, which is only grown 
on irrigated lands. Before sowing, two years' fallow is 
considered necessary. Two ploughings take place on the 
dry land in March, but no harrowing is done. After the 
seconcl ploughing, the ground is divided irito plots for 
purpos~s of irrigation. The seed is then sown on the dry 

·ground and the field flooded. This ensures that the seed 
sinks into the ground and that none remains exposed to the 
sun or north wind (kumhi}, which is especially harmful. 
Indeed, so harmful are the effects of the kumbi that if it 
rises whilst the seed is still in the dry ground, watering is 
deferred. Sowings can be made every year, but a second and 
even a third year's crop can be obtained of the same 
plant. The first year's crop is known as rop, the ~econd as 
mundhi, and the third as trekmundhi. After harvestii:tg, the· 
stubs,. which have been kept for the second or third year's 
crop, do not require water till the following March, but, if 
rain falls, it is ben.eficial. Irrigation generally takes place at 
night for fear of the plants rotting from standing in the heat 
of the sun • 
. Three or four days after germination, the second watering, 

.called !Jaun, is given, and afterwards the crop must be 
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watered every eight or ten days. When the plant is a .foot AGR.ICUL• 

high, rain and great heat do it much good. Harvesting TUR.E. 

takes place in August when the crop is in flower. Plants 
reserved for seed are cut later,-in September. About two 
feet of stalk are left above the ground for the second year's 
crop, which is considered to give the best produce ; a third 
year's crop is seldom raised. . 

The cultivation of indigo is decreasing, and the decrease, 
it is to be feared, is taking place very rapidly. In former times, 
the traders of Shikarpur exported a large amount of Dadhar 
indigo to Central Asia, but In Mir Khudadad ·Khan's time, 
owing to the delay of the Khan's officials in dividing the 
produce and their claiming the right of prior sale to the 
dealers, thus preventing the cultivator from choosing his own 
time for selling, the cultivation of the crop became unpopular, 
and it is said that not more than 200 maunds of indigo were 
produced in Dadhar in 1903 and 'that the outturn had fallen 
to less than one-fourth of this amount in 1904. 

The crop when cut is either manufactured into indigo or Manufacture. 
the leaves are retained dry for hair-dye known as kes. For 
the latter purpose, the cut stalks are spread in the sun and 
the leaves are beaten off with a stick. Exposure to the night 
air is believed to do much damage to kes. For dyeing the 
hair, the leaves are pounded and mixed with water and 
applied to the hair, .which is always soaked previo~sly in hena 
(Lawsonia alba) if a deep fast colour is desired. Dry indigo 
leaves are generally sold at about Rs. 2 per maund. 

Every village possesses vats for the manufacture of 
indigo. They are constructed in pairs, the larger one being 
known as haud and the smaller as haudri. They are 
connected by a channel (chatho). The haudri is seven feet in 
diameter and contains about two bullock-loads of green 
plants. . The plants are steeped for 12 to 24 hours and, after 
they have been removed, the liquor is lashed with a beater 
called mdhndani. Thi~ beating should not be violent or 
spasmodic, but light and continuous. The froth is kept from 
:-ising by putting small quantities of mustard oil in the water 
from time to time. The liquor, which becomes reddish in 
colour, is allowed to settle and is then drawn off. The 
residue, or rntil, is then put into the haudn', from which any 
remaining liquor is remo\·ed. The mal remains in the lzaudri 
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for about 24 hours, after which it is. taken out and placed on 
cotton sheeting (bhathi), spread on porous earth. It is then 
made into small balls (tillki), and left in the sun to dry. 
Before being made into balls, sand is sometimes mixed with 
the mdl in the proportion of. one to eight, with the object of 
increasing the weight. This is chiefly done by cultivators, 
who have to make over their indigo to banias in payment of 
debts. 
· Prior to the British occupation, Dadhar indigo is said to 
have sold a..t as much as Rs. ·3 per seer. Since then the 
price has fallen owing to the competition of Punjab indigo 
and of aniline dyes, and good indigo. now sells at about 
R. x-8 per seer or, if slightly adulterated, at R. 1 to R. 1-4. 

Bhang is a sarav crop and is cultivated on irrigated 
lands. Its cultivation for the market takes place only at 
Khari and Gajan. Elsewhere, a few plants are grown for 
domestic use only. Land selected for blzang is generally 
left fallow for a year1 but if manure is used, a crop can be 
raised every year. The land is first ploughed, when dry, in 
July or August. This ploughing is known as sukahari, and 
immedi~tely afterwards the field is manured at the rate of 
one bullock-load to every four or five paces. In November 
the fi~ld is irrigated, the manure being well spread at the 
same time; After the moisture has been absorbed, the seed 
is sown broadcast and the land is again ploughed and 
formed- into plots for purposes of irrigation. The seed 
germinates on the sixth day, and the land must be watered 
every fortnight after germination. Any male plants in the 
field are taken out when the ~crop is about waist high. The 
male plant can be ea·sily distinguished from the female by 
its scantier foliage and the early fall of its leaves. By 
leaving the male plants in the field, the flowers and twigs of 
the female plant fail to become charged \Vith narcotic 
principle, whereby the crop is spoil~d. In June the female 
plant-s begin to lose their leaves ·aad this is the 'signal for 
cutting. The bundles are taken to a place called pir, where · 
they' are allowed to dry for four days. . The stalks are then 

. collected and· beaten with a stick, and the twigs and fruit, 
which are thus extracted, constitute the· bhang, which is 
ready for·use and is sold at Rs. 3'to Rs. 4 per maund. No 

·.drugs are:manufactured from bhang, only t.he seeds are used 
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as a beverage. The natives have a curious superstition 
that th~ bhang plant was c~eated from the excreta of 
Pharaoh on his having a dispute ·with Abraham. Its 
cultivation is also considered to bring bad luck, and in 190-l 
the people of Khari talked of abandoning it. 
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ltali'ca). The cultivation has been recently introduced an Kiring. 

is to be found only al~ng the western side of the country, 
on irrigated lands. After the embankments have been 
flooded, the seed is sown broadcast and plough~d in, but the 
land is not harrowed. The seed germinates four days after 
b~ing watered, when the plant is called angu~. Another 
watering takes place when the young plants are a little 
above the ground. They are ·then called salta. The crop 
requires further watering every ten days or a fortnight and 
is first cut in June. Second and third crops are cut in July 
and August. The first cutting is considered to possess 
most nutriment, but the crop is not greatly esteemed for 
fodder and, when given to horses, is believed sometimes to 
give them mange. 

It will be seen from the above. that, except for wheat in 
irrigated lands, manure is seldom used. Flood crop areas 
require no manure, whilst the amount of land available in 
proportion to the water is so large in irrigable areas that as 
a rule the same land is only cultivated every third. year. 
Irrigated land, which is left fallow for two years, is called 
aitlla, and when again ready for use is nahwar. In flood 
crop areas, land from which the crop has just been taken is 
kluJri, a~d after a year it is nokh. 

Gardens are few in number. Here and there, where there 
is permanent water, gardens are to be found which indicate 
the fertility of the soil by the rapid growth which they' have 
made. That at Kotra, for instance, which was planted not 
more than 45 years ago, contains large trees, sweet limes 
and mangoes pn:pondera£ing. Dates are grown in a few 
places, but no speciallttention is paid to the trees, as in Mak-
ran, and the quality of the .fruit is poor. Owing_ to the 
poverty of the cultivators and the absence of a permanent 
supply of water, no great advance in this direction can be 
looked for. Good vegetables are produced, including 

· cauliflowers, spinach and radish~s. The latter are frequently 
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cultivated in a small portion of a plot assigned to oilseeds. 
For summer use the chdhtl (Lagenart"a vulgarz"s) and meha 
( Ci'trullus jistulosus) are Sown with the stinwanri' fuar. The 
seeds of both are inserted in holes made at intervals six feet 
apart and covered with earth. The plant when growing, 
trails along the ground. With arhdr£ fuar, melons are 
sown, and water-melons \\;ith sanwanrz:fuar. The fruit of 
neither is of good quality. · 

There has been a great increase in cultivation in. 
Kachhi since the advent of the pax Brt"tannz"ca. The life of 
General John Jacob and the general history of Kalcl.t have only 
to be studied to show how, previous to the advent of the 
British, the country . was subjected to constant rairls, no\\· 
by the Brahuis, now by the Baloch, and now by the Khan's 
army. No comparison can be made between the state of the 
cultivator a quarter of a century ago and at the present time. 
His life is safe, and, so long as nature is favourable, he is 
certain to enjoy the produce of the seed he has sown. 

The cultivators are on the "hole ignorant· and their 
methods of cultivation are old-fashioned and exceedingly 
simple. There appears to be no reason, however, why 
improvements in the methods of cultivation should not take 
place, if means are taken to provide instructions to the 
tillers of the soil. Vegetable culture is already increasing. 
and experiments with sugar-cane at Gandava have been 
encouraging. 

The cultivator's principal implements are the plough. 
which is known as har or Jml.- the plank-harrow or scraper. 
(kinr), with which he makes embankments; and the clod
crusher or log used in place of a roller for breaking clods and • 
smoothing the ground, known as mala. Among minor 
implements may be mentioned the ramha or spade ; the 
kodar or mattock ; the shappt"nr or chanfur, and vahola 
for weedirig, and the datri or ddtra for reaping. A rake 
(pdhora) is used for removing manur~iii tlie byres, and the 
dhall or wooden spade worked by two men with a rope, for 
making small. embankments. Carts, known as gad£, are 
either imported from Sind or are made locally near Shoran. 
They cost from Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 and carry as much as IS, 

maunds. Owing to the cheapness of iron,. all implements. 
for making which this metal is utilized, have been improved. 



. 
INDEBTEDNESS OF CULTIVATORS. . 87 

and iro~ chains have been substituted for the leather ropes, AGRICUL-

with which the kinr was formerly drawn. 
No recognised system of giving advances to cultivators 

exists, but in years of unusual scarcity or absence of flood
water, the Khan of Katat and the more wealthy landholders 
have sometimes made advances of grain or money to the 
cultivators. Such advances are recovered in produce by 
instalments at the ensuing harvests. Advances to the amount 
Ctf Rs. 28,879 were made by the Khan of Kalat to his 
cultivators in xgoo. 

Generally speaking, it may be said that, owing to the pre
cariousness of agriculture as a means of livelihood, nearly 
the whole of the cultivating classes are in debt. Such 
debts are generally contracted with Hindu hanias. ·In the 
Gandava nidhat alone, lands are reported to be mortgaged 
to the amount of nearly a lakh of rupees and mortgages to 
the value of Rs. s,ooo are reported to have taken place in a 
single year in Bhag N ari. The ~ustom of selling land and 
water to Hindus is undoubtedly gaining ground, but at pre
sent the majority of the cultivators obtain loans by the 
mortgage of their crops rather than of their lands. That is 
to say, the mortgagor remains in possession and at each 
harvest the hania recovers his interest in kind and such por
tion of the principal as the cultivator is able to spare~ In 
certain areas, such as J hal and Shoran, the tribal chiefs 
object to the acquisition of land by Hindus and have prohi
bited their acquiring it. But, whilst the Hindu hania plays a 
very important part in the social and agricultural conditions 
which prevail in Kachhi, it must not be imagined that the 
tultivator is entirely in his hands, for in the proprietary .right 
of the soil the cultivator possesses a very valuable asset 
which he is not prepared readily to alienate. 

Moreover, there is a certain amount of "give ·and take" 
in the transactions between the cultivator and the lJani'a. 
\ Vhen the time for collecting revenue comes round, it· is 
usual for two items to go to the nwdi, as he is called, who 
is attached to every village. These are known as damhuri 
and mahtai or modpa. The damhuri system only prevails in 
the Khan's tu'dhats. The modi usually keeps an account of 
what is known as deh-kharch. Deh-kharch consists of the 
expenses incurred by the cultivators as a body. If a repre-
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sentative of the Khan's ndih or the naih himself or a weal
thy landholder in other tracts comes to the village, he and 

:. his followers and horses have to be fed, the cost being pro
vided by the village modi. Or it may be that the villagers 
are called on for a subscription to the construction of a large 
embapkment, on which their whole cultivation depends, and 
this again has to be advanced in cash by the modi. The 
expenditure thus incurred is repaid in part or in whole by 
deductions from the grain-heaps of the villagers when harvest 
time arrives, but, as an inducement to make advances for the 
purpose without interest, the village modi is given damhziri, 
which generally consists of one Iuisa in every kharwar. 
Mahta£ 'is another deduction from the grain-heap, at rates 
varying from one ktisa to three kasas per kharwar, which is 

·given to the modi as an inducement to advance small loans to 
the· cultivator on easy terms. Thus a cultivator, who pays 
makta£, can generally obtain a loan at two annas per rupee 
pe~ annum, whereas the cultivator, who does not pay mahtai, 
will have to pay interest at l:he rate of four ann as.· · 

Loans are generally made in grain~ Wheat is given on the 
panjot system, i.e., for every four measures of grain five 
are· recovered. In the case ofJuar the value of the advance 
is converted into money and recoveries are made in grain 
after a similar conversion plus two annas per annum in the 
rupee as interest. In some ofthe-tribal areas the intere~t on 
cash loans is limited to four annas in the rupee, however 
long the loan· may remain unpaid. In others, a settlement is 
always effected when the interest amounts to so per cent. 
of the principal. 

Mortgages. The system of mortgage usually in vogue is for the mortga• 
gor td remain in possession and cultivate the land mortgaged, 
the mortgagee taking one fixed share of the crop towards 
interest and another towards the repayment of the principal 
at each harvest. In such cases the mortgagee also finds an 
amount of seed proportionate to his share in the produce. 
·In other cases the mortgagee receives nothing towards 
·repayment of the principal, but retains his right to a share in 
the produce as interest until the capital is repaid. In a third 
class of mortgages a term of years is fixed and the mortga
gee receives possession, but this is uncommon. In almost all 
cases a running account goes on, fresh advances are taken 
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and fresh liability for interest is incurred, so that the AGRICUl
TURE. cultivator's land, when once it has fallen into th.e grasp of 

the money-lender, seldom escapes again. 
Camels, bullocks, horses and donkeys are the principal Domestic 

animals. 
domestic animals. Large quantities of sheep and goats are 
also to be seen in th~ winter. They are brought down by 
the Brahuis from the hills. Most of the sheep return to the 
hills in summer, but many of the goats are indigenous and 
remain throughout the year. The J ats also rear a good 
many fowls. Eggs cost about one pice each and chickens 
from four annas upwards. At the time of the Sibi fair they 
are collected for export by Jat pedlars, who wander from 
village to village with· reed-baskets (khdra) on bullocks in 
which to pack them. 

The principal breeds of camels found in Kachhi are knowo Camels. 

as krichhz", wz"laz"tt" or mulkt". The double-humped breed, to 
which much attention was given by the ex-Khan of Kalat, 
Mir Khudadad, has now almost entirely disappeared. 
Camels from Makran, known as Makkuran£, are also to be 
seen here and there, and are used for riding purposes. The 
krichhz" breed is said to have come from Cutchin the Bombay 
Presidency and is generally used for riding. The w£laiti or 
mulkt" camels represent the indigenous breed and possess fair 
carrying capacity. The principal breeders are the Baloch of 
the western border, the Rinds, the Magassis and the Usha-
ris. The Raisanis and the Garrani Bangulzais of Bala Nari 
also keep a few camels and the Kaheris of Chhattar Phu!Cji. 
During the wint~r nearly all the highland Brahuis bring their 
camels to Kachhi, where they are to be found throughout the 
country. The principal centres where indigenous camels are 
to be found are Dadhar, Sanni, Shoran, in the country round 
Gandava, and at Jhal, but the herds move from place to place 
in search of pasture at different times of the year. 

The owners mentioned above do not themselves tend 
camels, but emp(oy professional camel graziers known as 
J ats or ?\llr J ats, the ' t ' • being pronounced soft. They are 
experts in camel-breeding. Each tribe or clan has a separate 
group of these Jats attached to it and all female camels 
(d_dchis) remain in their charge for breeding. As wages, the 

• The Persian =-
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owners generally pay R. 1 per camel per year, a system 
known as pandra. They also take in female camels coming 
to Kachhi in the winter. On weddings or other occasions 
when a large amount of transport ha~ to be found, the 1ats 
a~company their animals and are fed at the expense of the 
owner. They also take charge of animals hired for transport 
both locally and on expeditions to Sind, and receive one-third 
of the total earnings as their remuneration. 

No detailed information is available as to the number of 
indigenous camels. At a rough computation there are not 
more than 4,ooo animals, excluding those brought by the 
Bnihuis in winter, Most of the indigenous animals are 
females. 

Riding camels are to. be found almost everywhere, and a 
good many of those used in Quetta for Government pur
poses are obtained from Kachhi. Dealers are to be found 
!lmong the 1 atois of Sanni ; the Babbar 1 ats of Bhag ; the 
Machhi 1 ats, and Kulloi Rinds of Shoran. 

Information about the different breeds of horses in Balu
chistan, their rearing and training will be found in a Mono
graph published in 1905 under the authority of the Revenue 
Commissioner in Baluchistan. • The chief breeders in Kach
hi are the Magassis, Dombkis and Rinds. The best horses 
are to be found at 1hal among the Magassis, whose chiel 
takes great interest in horse breeding. By mating, Govern• 
ment stallions with Autralian mares, which he has purchased, 
many of his foals are practically of pure Australian blood 

' and show great quality. Among indigertous breeds, the 
Magassis own some good shehdnrzai and kahzUarsai mares. 
The hirzai breed, belonging to the Rinds, is famous among 
all the Baloch and another breed, of which the Rinds are 
proud, is the geri'zai. The Dombki mares are of fair quality. 
The Kaheris of Phuleji own some good racing mares, their 
favourite breed being the kafalsai. The Garninis of Bala Nari 
also have some good animals. A good many animals are 
owned on half share with Bnihuis of the highlands, the Kachhi 
owners feeding them in winter and the highland owners 

* Horses, llorse Breeding and Horse Management in Baluckista" 
by R. Hughes Buller, I.C.S., with an appendix by Major H. M. Patter
son, Army Remount Department. 
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The bullocks bred in BaJa N ari and "Bbag N ari are well 
known and suitable for agricultural, siege-train and army 
transport purposes and are much sought after by dealers 
from the Punjab. The bullocks of other parts of the country • 
are also fine animals. Kachhi bullocks are of •two distinct 
types. The higher ones are s6 inches at the shoulder, white 
or fawn in colour and with horns growing upwards and in
wards. The other type is smoky white with black legs and 
neck, 42 to 48 inches at the shoulder, and with horns grow
ing slightly upwards and backwards. Both these kinds 
fetch good prices, a pair selling for Rs. xoo and over. The 
cows are fine animals and some are good milkers. Bulls· 
are not usually castrated, but they are thrown and the scro
tum is crushed with a wooden malle~ As a result the· 
animal quickly grows stout and fat. Formerly buffaloes 
were common, but nowadays only a few are to be found in 
Dadhar. 

The indigenous breed of sheep is known as kukki and the 
animals do not possess fat tails. The sheep brought by -the 
Brahuis in the winter are known as kkurdstini. The liri, 
buiJi' and barbari are the principal breeds of goats. The 
bt'Jji' are the goats which come to Kachhi in the winter from 
the highlands. They have short ears and much wool, and 
are generally black in colour. The leri and the harbari are 
the indigenous breeds. The former have long ears and 
little wool, their hoofs are soft and they cannot stand stony 
ground. The barbari is more prized than any ·othet breed. 
These animals are generally brown and white with short 
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and erect ears. A goat produces about 12 ounces of wool 
each year. A 'sheep two to three pounds and a camel about 
2 pounds. Goat's wool, known as dds, was selling in 1902 
at about Rs. 7 to 13 per maund; sheep's wool at Rs. 10 to 
17 per maund, and camel wool, known as milis, at Rs. 5 to 
Rs. 10 per maund. It is only for sheep's wool that there 
is a large market. 

The Bnihui flock owners divide their calendar year into 
four seasons : hatam corresponding with March, April and 
May; bashsham c~rrespondirig with June, July and August;· 
sohet corresp.onding approximately to September and 
October; and selh, i.e., November, December, January _ 
and February._- Hatam or the spring is the flock owner's 
paradise, for he has r~tunied to the highlands with his flocks 
doubled by the lambs, and his ewes and goats are full of 
milk. In March too he shears his sheep, goats and camels. 

, Bashsham is th~ shepherd's period of res~ and he is 
preparing for his descent to the plains. In July his animals 
cease giving milk, and are covered at the end of the month, 
the goats generally a fortnight earlier than the sheep. During 
sohel the flocks move down towards the plains and spend selh 
feeding among the freshly-cutJUdr fields. In November the 
second shearing of the sheep takes place. Camels and goats 
are s}:!orn only once a year,-in March. The lambing -season 
takes place in January· and February and is known as sank. 
By the end of the latter month, the shepherds are moving 
upwards to obtain the spring grazing in the highlands. 

Male camels vary~n price from Rs. so toRs. go; ordinarily 
one can be purchased for about Rs.'6o. Fem~le camels fetch 
from Rs. 30 to Rs. 6o. Ponies can be purchased from Rs. to 
to Rs. 100; the price of horses varies considerably, good 
ones fetching Rs. 300 or more.. The price of a pair of 
bullocks varies from Rs. 6o to ~2o; and of a cow from Rs. 30 
to 6o. A cow buffalo fetches from Rs. So to ·Rs. 130. 
Sheep fetch from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 ; lambs R. 1-8 to Rs. 2 ; goats 
Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 4; kids R. 1-8 to Rs. 2, and donkeys from 
Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 each. 

Pasture 
grounds and 
difficulties of 
feeding cat
tle. 

The principal pasture grounds are to be found near Jhal, 
Chhattar, Kotra, Khari, Kumira; and Shoran. Those 
known as Darabi, Mall, and Bhathari nearShoran, Gabelav 
between Gajan and Shoran, ~nd Lundau near Sanni are the 
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best. A part of the Mall pasture ground is reserved by the AGRICUL
TURE. 

Rind chief for his private use. The pasturage of the rest is 
common to the tribesmen in whose area they lie. 

Bullocks are fed on the plants and grasses known as gam 
or gamh ( panicum antidotale ), mitera, khiv, damzeh and 
pulzi ,· sheep and goats like gam and khiv and browse on the 
kandi tree ( prosopis spici'gera ),· goats alone eat the kirar 
( cappari's aplrylla ). Khahbar ( salvadora oleoides ), katttli 
( prosopis spi'cigera ), kirar ( cappari's aplzylla) and lai (tamar
ix) form the chief food of the camel together with the lrlnri 
plant ( halox_vlon multijlorum ? ) and the grasses called ·gam, 
uambo, ltithi'a and popat. As might be expected in a country 
dependent almost entirely on flood cultivation, scarcity of 
fodder frequently occurs. Juar stalks compose the fodder 
principally used. For this purpose the j'uar when cut is 
stacked and kept throughout the year ; but it frequently 
happens that i"r spring floods do not occur, the supply of 
fodder runs very short, and the cattle are moved to the irri
gated areas in Sind. The grasses already mentioned, which 
spring up with rain or floods, make good forage. The sup-

. ply is also supplemented by the collecliion.of gr.asses from 
the hills, those known as luindar, a thorny shrub which has 
to be wetted and pressed before it can be used, puttar, sinr, 
ktishum and bhzlkar being most utilised for this purpo~e. 

No fairs are held actually in the coul:!try. The fairs held 
annually in winter at Jacobabad and Sibi, however, offer a 
ready market to horse and cattle dealers of Kachhi. ' 

The Kalwar and Arain Jats of Bhig are the principal 
horse-dealers, and collect and take horses to the Sibi and 
Jacobabad fairs. The Chhalgari 'Baloch, Garrani Bangut-
zais and Rehanzai Mugberis are also engaged in the busi-
ness. Some of the Jatois are engaged in camel-dealing, 
especially in providing the. numerous riding camels which 
are required by officials and others in the highlands. 
Punjabi cattle-dealers, who generally come from Multan 
and Amritsar, are known locally as chotela. Their visits 
generally take place' about March and they have collecting 

• centres at various places, generally in the villages of· 
Khokhar, Arain; Berghari and Tangoti near Bhag. Middle
men, called datal, are appointed by them, who are paid 
R. 1 on every head of cattle purchased by them, half of the 
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amount being borne by the seller and half by the purchaser. 
Some of the Jats also take hullocks to the Dera Ghazi Khan 
District, where prices for Kachhi bullocks are high. They 
go in August and return in March. They have a curious 
system of recovering half the price of their bullocks 
immediately after the sale and the remainder on their return 
to Dera Ghazi Khan in the following year. 

The operations of the Civil Veterinary Department do not 
,extend to Kachhi. A ·few of the more common diseases 
known to the cultivators are mentioned below with the 
object of assisting any one who may undertake their scientific 
study in future. 

Amongst the bullocks and cows the most common diseases 
are foot and mouth disease (mohara) ; sihar. the symptoms 
of which are free discharge from the bowels, watering from 
the eyes, want of appetite· and the appearance of pustules ; 
and kaliwa or ktlriwa. Branding on the forehead or back is 
usually resorted to in cases of sihar and mohara. Whey is 
also administered internally for sihar. An animal sick with 
luiliwa generally succumbs at once and no treatment is 
known; Diarr\lre'\ (rlk) and phiphar (cough) are also not . 
. uncommon but are seldom fatal. In both cases branding 
is the usual remedy. Fever with ague is known as bar and 
tamarisk (kirrzl branches are applied to the mouth and back. 
Inhalations of tamarisk are also said to be effective. Cases 
of pathamar from eating the poisonous stalks of judr are 
usually fatal. Other cattle diseases are known as thzenga, 
giddhdri, gihand and sukk sehr. 

In camel diseases, segregation is generally resorted to, 
especially in the case of khullok or khang (cough), and of garr 
(itch). Ulcers (chhalli) on the head and boils or phoro are 
not uncommon. A camel, which is fat and has suddenly to 
go on a long journey, is sometimes attacked by a disease 
known as sinahand or bhari.J~ probably due to overfatigue. 
-Human urine, molasses (gur) and liquor are the usual remedy. 

· In case of the itch, the cam elm en burn the branches of the kirar 
tree (capparis aphylla) and boil the ashes, which are applied 
to the body, mustard oil being subsequently rubbed in. 

Among goats, husmarg, mohdra, pasechau and garr are the 
most common diseases. Busmarg generally affects the 
lungs, which swell, and the animal dies in a few days. Segre-
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o-ation is resorted to and the goatherds sometimes practise AGIUCUL-
t> asrected an1'mal TURE. a c1,1rious kind of inoculation, the lung of an w 

being excised and a piece inserted into a .slit in the ear of 
each of the remainder of the flock. Mokdra appears to be 
a species of foot and mouth di5ease, for which judr bread 
eaten hot is used as a remedy. Paseckaucauses enlargement 
of the spleen and swelling of the stomach. For the itch, 
a cobra's body is cut into pieces and boiled in fat, and 
the ear or tail of the sick goat is then dipped in the boiling 
mess. About half a pound of soup made . from a jackal 
is also sometimes given. The teats of a goat, which has 
eaten the frost-bitten leaves of the ak bush, sometimes swell 
and prevent milking. 

Owing to the scanty rainfall all crops depend either Irrigation. 
on flood or permanent irrigation. Compared with the area 
un.der flJod irrigation, that under permanent irrigation, 
which lies along th~ western side of Kachhi, is insignificant. 

The largest area under permanent cultivation. is pro
bably that of Dadhar, Gandava coming next. Permanent 
irrigation is also to be found round Shoran, Gajan, and 
Jhal. The principal sources are the Bola~, Suk!t~ji and Mula 
rivers, but springs and luirezes are also to be found. Almost · 
every year the water in the Mula and Sukleji dries up in 
the middle of summer, or a mere trickle only remains, 
and the same may be said of most of the supplies. So far 
as can be ascertained, the number of springs is 32, of which 
23 are dry, and of kdrezes 431 of which only 17 are running, 
but there is generally a failure to differentiate between 
springs and Mrezes, owing to the fact that the latter are 
frequently nothing more than open channels, and it is possible 
that the number of luirezes should be reduced and the number 
of springs proportionately increased. Jhal has 6 !"prings 
and 11 kareses, Kotra, Khari and Shoran each one spring, 
and Kunara· and Shoran 5 and 1 karezes respectively. No 
irrigation takes place from tanks, and irrigation from wells 
is scarce. The total number of wells, in 1904, was 21, of 
which 2 were dry and 7 were worked by the Persian wheel, 
known locally as jaltir, at Khari ; 4 at Kunara near Gandava; 
2 at Sanni ; and 6 at Lahri. Along the skirts o( the hills 
where water is close to the surface, there seems no reason 
why cultivation with the Persian wheel should not be 
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extended. In the central portion of the Kachhi plain, water 
is so far below the surface that there seems little prospect 
of any increase in the number of wells. 

Mills are worked on the permanent supplies of water 
at Dadhar, where there are seven mills, at Shonl.n, which 
has one mill, and at Kotra, where there are two mills. 

The mills are ingeniously, though simply and roughly, 
constructed on the same principle as those found in India, 
at an initial cost of about Rs. 200. A position is selected 
where a sufficient fall can be obtained by making an 
artificial embankment about I2 or IS feet high. A wooden 
shaft furnished with flanges (charkh) is placed in position 
beneath· a platform, on which are two millstones (pur), the 
lower being fixed and.the upper or runner being attached. to 
the shaft. Over the millstones is fixed a wooden receptacle 
(dol) for the grain of _the shape of an inverted cone, which 
is connected ·with a hole . in the upper millstone through . 
which the grain passes. The revolutions of the millstone 
cause this receptacle to vibrate and shake the grain into 
the mill. · The proximity of the stones to one another is regu
lated by an ingenious arrangement of a lever, thereby varying 
the quality of the flour. The flour after being milled, is re
ceived in ·a small ditch which surrounds the millstones. Over 
all is constructed a mud roof as a pr~tection from the 
weather. Millstones are generally obtained from the 
Madagin mountain to the west of Gandava, and last f~r six 
or seven year~. 

The mills are ei~her let at cash rents to bani'as or are placed 
in charge of servants, who are paid in cash and kind. Thus 
at Kotra a cash payment is made of R. I per kharwdr, one
third of which is taken by the miller, who also receives one 
sark in every kharwar as shagt'rdana. 

The water of all streams, such as those at Panjmunh neiu. 
Ga~diva or Buhari near Gajan is divided by a notched log 
placed across them. The divisions in the log (kath) are 
measured by the breadth of the four fingers'(musht). A musht 
is again divided into four parts or fingers known as angusht 
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Great care has to be taken in placing the kath in the stream. 
The bed on either side is made perfectly level with mud and 
pebbles for some distance both above and below the 
divide. 

The part above the divide is known as garhiata. To keep 
the surface about the divide level and in good ordet a guard 
(toho) is appointed either generally on behalf of all the villa
ges interested or separately for each village. His business 
is to keep the channel constantly clear and to see that the 
flow of water is accurate. The dividing log is fixed with 
pegs, the central one being called mutta and those at the sides 
dorna. Round the side-pegs, circular barricades (kulla) .are 
made with smaller pegs and filled with brushwood, the object 
being to hold up the water at the sides of the channel and to 
force the current towards the centre. Below the divide, the 
channels, or wdhis, into which the various proportions of water 
are drawn off, are divided from one another by small embank
ments made of brushwood and filled with earth. These are 
known as mor. 

The accuracy of the work is generally decided by throw
ing dried camel dung _(kakh) into the centre of the channel 
some distance above the divide, and watching to seP. if an 
equal number of pieces. goes through each channel, and 
whether they are carried down on a level for a distance of 
some So paces below the divide. A second test is made by 
cutting a level. cross-channel, known as tardJi·, across the 
dividing embankments, to ascertain if the water of the one 
channei passes into the other. 

The water is re-divided in the same way in the different 
wallis at selected points, known as sannahri, until it has been 
distributed into sufficiently manageable quantities for 
partition among individuals or small groups. The cultiva
tors generally recognise their shares in the water by the num
ber of dahanasor channel mouths which they possess. Either 
it is known that the dahana carries sufficient ~ater to irrigate 
land ploughable by a fixed number of yokes or . bullocks 
(.lora) or the stream is divided into certain recognised 
shares. For this purpose a night or day is reckoned as one 

7 
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'bel and each 'bel is distributed into four pds•. The first pas is 
called the peski pas, the second do pas, the third seh pds, and 
the fourth guddi pas. The pas is ·divided into four ghari. 
The ghari is again subdivided into four. chothai, and the 
chothai into four pa. The following table gives the value of 
each division in common use:-

Bt!l 
Dopds 

Ver. name, 

Pds ••• 
Doghari 

' Gha.-i •• 
Nfmgha7'J 
ChotiJai 
Nim chothai ... 
Pa 

••• I 

Value in EpE:"lish. 

one day or nig-ht. 
~ day or f night., 
i of a day or night. 
l of a day or night. 
hth of a day or night • 
hnd of a day or night. 
·hth of a day or night. 
:rhth of a day or ni~bt. 
;lath of a day or night. 

In most places the pas is the unit of distribution. Else
where, whilst a nim chothai and a pa are recognised as units, 
the lowest in genera[ use for practical purposes is the clzothai. 

The distribution of the water is generally in the hands of 
an expert time-keeper, known in some places as agawdlzidar 
and in others as mirab. His business is to see that each 
owner gets his share of water at the proper time. He is 
generally paid by ·a special share of water, and also receives 
money to buy clothes for the cold nights. In some places, : 
such as Khari, he is assisted by a munshi, who keeps an exact· 
tally of the water distributed day after day, and who receives 
certain payments in kind and cash from the ~ross produce. 
The time-keepers live a hard life and instances are known in 
which their duties, which involve constant looking towards: 
the sun, have ended in almost total blindness. , 

The system, on which water is distributed, is not so com
plicated as that in vogue in the highlands. Where no 
smaller unit is in use than a pas, a simple m~thod of dis
tribution takes place by dialling with a man's.shadow. Thus 
the first and the third pas are over when a man's shadow is 
equal to his he_ight with the sun in the East or West as the 
case may be ; the second pas is over when the sun has 
reached its meridian and the body casts no shadow at all. 
The fourth pas lasts till sunset. 

----~--------------
• A pds is also known as pahr in Gandava. 



DIVISION OF WATER. 99 

In the Gandava nidbat a somewhat different. system is AGRICUL· 

A 
TURE. 

followed in determining the various pahr of the day. 
stick, equal in length to the breadth of about 12 fingers, is 
placed upright in the ground, at· right angles to another 
about 8 fingers long. When the shadow of the upright 
stick is equal with the shorter stick, one pahr is· considered 
to be over. When the upright stick casts no shadow, the 
second pahr is past. At noon the order of the sticks is. 
reversed, and when the shadow of the shorter stick, which is 
now upright, becomes level with that of the longer, the third 
pahr is over, whilst the last pahr lasts.till sunset. 

In places such as Khari, where more minute divisions of 
water are held by individuals, the distribution of water by 
day is effected by the time-keeper noting the position of the 
sun in the heavens. Thus in winter the first chothai is con
sider"ed to be over when the sun appears to have·risen five 
hansh• above the horizon and a similar method of reckoning 
is followed for each chot!aai, until the sun reaches its meridian, 
which is determined by the time-keeper ·racing south and 
observing the sun between his two eye-brows. The cliothais 
thus obtained sometimes are verified bj the number of respira
tions made by a man in a g-iven time, a man being assumed 
to take 24,.000 respiratjpns in one day of twelve hours. The 
chothai thus equals 375 respirations. The five harzsh measure 
is adopted in winter. Allowance is made for the longer days 
at other times of year by calculating s! harish for a chothai 
in spring and autumn, and 6 in summer. The results obtained 
are wonderfully accurate when tested by the watcp. 

At night the time-keeper works by the $tars. Some star or 
constellation is taken for each month in the year.· The 
difficulty of the stars not occupying the same position 
at the same time every night, but appearing somewhat 
earlier, is negotiated by making an allowance of about half a 
clwt!aai dai"Iy. Where a star disappears in the west before 
the night is over, another star in about the same position is 
substituted and followed. 

The accuracy of the system has already been referred to, 
and considering the state of the country, its results indicate 

• A harish is a measurement taken from the elbow to the end of the 
middle. finger with a little bit more •. It is equivalent to rather Jess 
than :a feet. Five harish are equal to one ·cnothai or about 10 feet. 
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·marvellous skill.·· The time-keeper is sufficiently expert to be 
able to early on his work by guess-work on the few cloudy 
days and nights that occur. 

of · The irrigable lands of a village are generally divided into 
portions, each of which is cultivated in succeeding years. 
The principle of such di,·isions depends on the proportion of 
water to land. Generally a three years' cycle is followed, 
but in some cases land is only cultivated once in every four 
or five years. 

The 'land to be cultivated is divided into strips of given 
breadth in proportion. to the amount of water available. 
Thus in Gandava one anguskt of water is generally 
represented by a strip of so karam"' in width. The length 
of the strips is indefinite. The strips are apportioned to the 
different owners by throwing lots called kunra or panna. 
The internal division of each strip is also distributed by lot. 
The cultivators generally divide each strip into three 
portions, the upper one being known as mohr, the second as 
'IIJick and the third as putk. Each of these is c'ultivated by 
them jointly, the seed and produce being shared according 
to the proportion of each owner's share in the water. 

Owing to the insignificance of the kares as a permanent 
source of water-supply in Kachhi, t11e reader n~ed only 
be referred in this place to Mr. Oldham's explan..ationt of its 
working. He finds that the kares is an underground tunnel 
driven into the great inosculating fans which spread with a 
slope of three hundred to six hundred feet per mile from 
the mouths of the hill ravines into the valleys. These 
tunnels have a slop~ less than that of the :;urface and, acting 

_as a su~-soil drain, carry the water out to the surface. It is 
only round ]hal that a certain number of kareses exist 
c~nstructed on the same principle as those in the highlands. 
In the majority of cases the kareses of Kachhi consist of 
open channels driven like the covered kareses, into water 
bearing strata, which in the proximity of the hills are not 
far from the surface, but open to avoid the difficulties caused 
by the rooffalling in. It follows that much more labour is 

• A leat'am is equivalent to 5 feet 6 inches. 
t Paper on the Sub-Recent and Recent Deposits of Quetta, by R. D. 

Oldham:· Reco,.t/s of the Geological Survey of India, Vol. XXV, 
part I, _pages 41 to 44· 
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• 
involved than in driving an underground adit. Open 
kal'ezes are known as mackhi chir. Ghilzai labour is generally 
employed for Mrez-digging and the men earn· up to 8 ann as 
per diem, but the Baloch and Jats have now .also acquired 
some skill in the work. The sites are chosen generally 
where a hill torrent debouches into the plain, and the work 
is generally carried out in winter. 

Wells (]alar) are of two kinds,-bricked (pakRa) and un
bricked (kacha). The fol;'mer are only to be found at Lahri 
and the latter on the western side of the country. A paklla 
well is estimated to cost Rs, soo or upwards and a kacka 
well about Rs. So. It is only from the wells at Khari 
and Kunara that grain crops are cultivated in small patches 
of an acre or two. Elsewhere, well-water is used for grow
ing vegetables. The wells at Lahri are worked by pairs 
of bullocks, an4 in other places by a single camel. In 
the Bolan river the permanent water is utilised by cutting 
channels in the bank, about 40 feet long and 9 feet wide, at 
right angles to the bed. A low dam is then constructed 
across the bed of the stream to bring the water into. the side 
channel, from which it is raised by a Persian wheel. In the 
spring of 1904, fifteen wells of this kind were being worked. 
A some~hat similar s>.'stem is followed at Bhag and Eri, but 
flood·instead of perm'anent water is utilised, generally for 
raising vegetable crops. 

The following extract• gives information regarding the 
depth at which water was found in a bore-hole made at 
Bellpat. No borings for artesian water have since been 
attempted, but-it appears not improbable that they might be 
successful if tried at the foot of the western hills. 

"We found water at the depth of 85 feet from the surface 
and at various depths corresponding with the loose and 
quicksand strata -afterwards. At a depth of about 250 

feet the pipes used would not resist the blows necessary to 
force them further down, and this, coupled with the fact that 
the water obtained in the last sand stratum was as salty as 
that of the first, caused me to suspend oper&tions until some 
other programme could be decided upon. While I have 

• From a letter No. 37, dated 22nd February 1889, from the Superin
tendent o£ Petroleum \\'orks, Baluchistan, to tbe District Traffic 
Superintendent, Norlh-\\'eslern Railway, Sukkur. 
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always believed water would be found to underlie the whole 
of" that region known as the pat, I did not expect to find it 
so high up in the strata. · Much less did I expect it to be 
of such a salty character. It is· probable that. this salty 
character will accompany the water, at any rate in the locality 
under consideration, to an unknown depth, or until gravel is 
reached, and if gravel is reached (I think such a deposit does 
underlie the pat) it is impossible to say if, in the presence of so 
much salt-charged soil above it, the water found in it will be 
of a better and fresher character. I am unable to give an 
opinion on that point backed by any satisfactory argument." 

But the feature of irrigation in Kachhi consists in the 
enormous dams, .or gandhas, as they are locally called, 
which are thrown across the streams and the co-operative 
syste.m by whic~ they are constructed. All streams possess 
them. In the· Mt'lla river there are only two dams of 
importance,-at Mamak and Hathiari, but the former is now 
broke'n. In the Nari there are ma~y, the principal ones 
being at Mithri, Eri, Gadi, Haji, Takri, Gulab or Tuk
Chandhar, and Gamun. Except the Gadi dam, most of 
them are either washed away or cut' away each year, and 
have to be reconstructed. As they are only earthen str:uc
tures they are unable to withstand a violent flood, but they 
are very effective when a flood comes down the river gra
dually. An important decision on the question of the 
localities in which dams might be built was given by Sir 
Robert Sandeman in November, 1883. A dispute had 
occurred between the Khan'sJanashin and the Garnl.ni Ban
gulzais over the Gadi ·dam and, in connectioft with the case, 
a representative Ji'rga of Brahui chiefs and deputies of the 
Khan . determined that the following places were those 
at which dams had been constructed from ancient times : 
Bakhra, Mithri, Zahrowah', BMri, Eri, Musawah, Haji, Gola, 
Dandor, Takri, Gamun, Chandhar, and Badda. The first 
twelve, it was stated, belonged to the Brahuis, who were at 
liberty to construct new. dams on the same sites when they 
found it necessary. Below Badda it was customary for the 
Khan to construct other dams. 

The site for a dam having . been selected, the ndib or 
principal landholder and the cultivators, who are repre
sented by their f!rbab or rals, determine how many pairs 
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· d k h d The cult1'vators AGRICUL-of bullocks are reqmre to rna e t e am. TURE. 

then depute as many of their number as are required, and 
these men assemble with their bullocks at a selected point. 
They bring.with them food for themselves and their bullocks 
for a given period. Meanwhile an engineer, called rdza, 
is appointed, whose business it is to direct the work and to 
distribute the men and animals at convenient centres, as the 
earth. for the construction has to be . brought from some 
distance. The agricultural implement most used is the 
kltJr, or wooden plank drawn by bullocks, with which earth 
is moved from one place to another. The extent of these 
enormous dams may be determined from the fact that the. 
Mamak dam in the Mula, when last con'structed, took 7oo 
pairs of bullocks two months. The dimensions of this dam 
were roughly 750 feet long, 18o feet ·wide at the foot, and 
about .so or 6o feet in height. The employment of 100 pairs 
of bullocks on certain of the dams for a month is frequent . 
. But the most important dam in Kachhi is the great Gadi ~~~igJ:~~ 

gandllll, on which practically the ·whole both of Bhag 
and of the Nasirabad nidbat depend for its· supply of flood 
water, and, as its construction is typical of the co-operative 
system followed in building all the great dams in Kachhi, a 
detailed account of it will not be out of place here. . 

It must be explain,ed that the Gadi is a branch channel of 
the N ari, and that the dam is constructed to prevent the 
water flowing down it. If it does so, much of it is wasted, 
as the Nari water then joins that of the Bolan, which itself 
brings a supply that is nearly sufficient for irrigation purposes 
in the western side ef Kachhi. 

Immediately after the sarav harVest, about March 
or April in each year, the cultivators begin to make 
preparations for providing their respective quotas in 
connection with the construction or repair of the dam, and 
at the beginning of June they proceed to the dam with 
their bullocks, anQ taking provisions and fodder sufficient to 
last·for a month. The whole dam has not, of course, to be 
constructed every year, but annual repairs are required. In 
the flood season if heavy floods happen to wash away the 
whole of the dam, in spite of the efforts of the party of culti
vators, which is generally deputed at that time to watch the 
dam and do urgent repairs, they are required to go to the 
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place at once. In such cases if the rainfall in the hills has 
been heavy, the flood water sometimes does not diminish in 
volume for several days and the men have to wait until the 
force of the torrent has subsided. 

To reconstruct the dam or to repair a breach, work is com
menced on either side simultaneously. In case of reconstruc
tion a new site is gen!!rally selected. Each portion is conti
nued from the sides towards the centre, until the whole 
volume of water is brought to flow through a narrow stream 
about 15 yards in width. The depth of *ater in the channel 
varies from two to four feet and the difficulty of construction 
varies accordingly. As soon as the channel has been reduced 
to a minimum width, a large log, about 2 feet in circumference, 
called passel, is placed horizontally across its mouth. This is 
strengthened by another two-legged support called ghandh 
resembling an inverted pair of tongs. The ghandk is again 
supported by a wooden prop, which rests on the ground, the 
upper end being let into the neck of the ghandh. If the 
volume of water is large and the mouth of the channel 
consequently too wide for a single log, one or two more are 
added. They are supported in the same way .. Stout poles 
made of tamarisk or kirar, are then placed in position on the 
upper side of, and resting against, the horizontal log. 
The framework thus made is covered with bushes, 
gunny bags, cloth, old carpets, rags, etc., strong enough 
to prevent the water from percolating. The lower 
part of the channel is now almost dry and is immediately 
and speedily filled with dry earth from heaps previously 
collected. It is a matter of no little danger to drive the 
first pair of bullocks across the bottom of the breach 
and the first man, who crosses, is greeted with shouts of 
applause. 

The naih and the aroab of Bhag remain on the dam through
out the operations. They exercise general supervision 
over the work and take steps to prevent friction and to dis
pose of other matters connected with the arrangements 
of the gathering •. They are fed at the expense of the 
cultivators. 

· The raza, as has been already mentioned, attends to the 
engineering part of the business and receives one rupee per 
diem in addition to his food; This consists of one seer of 
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atta, one-eighth of a seer of gh£, and the same quantity of 
sugar. If he chooses to live with the cultivators, he gets 
cooked food in lieu of the ration-allowance. The cross log 
and its supports, etc., are found by the cultivators, and are 
shaped by the village carpenters, whose wages are paid 
from the grain heap at the time of harvest. 

In addition to these men, a minstrel (mz"rdsi or domh) 
accompanies the cultivators, whose business it is to beat his 
drum, when the work of closing the mouth of the channel 
begins, in order to excite the workers to special exertion. 
He is paid a lump sum of Rs. 2 toRs. 5, and is fed by the 

I 
cultivators. His services are requisitioned only for four or 
five days. 

Petty repairs are carried out by labourers engaged for 
cash locally under the orders of the arhdh of Bhag. As 
soon as floods come down the river, a certain number of 
cultivators are told off to live near the dam and see that it 
does not break, or to repair any small gaps that may be 
made in it. The impounded flood water is taken off in 
canals (wahz), from which it is led into smaller channels to 
the fields which have previously been embanked. In the 
Nari, but not in the Mula, it is usual to break each dam as 
soon as sufficient water has been received to irrigate all the 
lands under it. The water then ·passes forward to the ~ext 
dam, which is broken in its turn. 

The distribution of the labour which is required on the 
erection of these huge dams will now be described. The 
distribution, which is known as gham* is calculated by first 
determining the number of pairs of bullocks required. 
The total number of pairs is then distributed over .. the 
cultivators holding lands under the Brahuis of Bala Nari and 
those of Bh:ig Nari holding from the Khan of Kalat. 
The former contribute one-fifth of the total and the latter 
four-fifths. The share of the Bhag Nari cultivators is 
again distributed on the principal divisions of the ni'ahat. 
These are Tali-Bhag two shares, Mirpur Manjhu-Wali one 
share, Tambu one share, and Kanda-Palal one share. Each 
of these shares has now to be again subdivided according to 
the number of villages comprised in each division. The 

• Among the Jats it is known as bddsluihi-trappar, the king's rug 
or carpet. 
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vast extent of country thus included in the gham may be 
gauged from the fact that Tambu lies nearly seventy miles 
south of the site of the Gadi dam. 

Since the construction of the numerous dams along the 
upper course of the Nari there has been a good deal of con· 
troversy between the cultivators of Bala Nari and Bhag 
Nari as to the proportion of pairs of bullocks to be found by 
each. The Bhag Nari cultivators assert that their brethren 
of BaJa Nari should contribute equally with themselves, but 
no settlement has yet been arrived at. 

' The distribution of yokes which is now in force in Bhag 
Nari dates from the beginning of the reign of Mir Khuda
dad Khcin of Kalat (I857-I893), and was arrived at by a 
Committee of Elders. A copy of the agreement, dated 1oth 
Ramzan, 1276- H. (r85g-6o A.D.), is still in possession of 
arbtih Wali Muhammad of Bbag (1905) signed by repre
sentatives from lower Nari and Tali-Bhag. The distribution 
of the four-fifths assigned to Bhag Nari has always been in 
the hands of the headmen of the divisions comprised in the 
Bhag niahat inclusive of the revenue-free villages. The 
internal distribution among the cultivators depends in its 
turn upon the decision of the arbtih of Bhag, the malik 
of Mirpur, the wadera of Tambu and the arhtih of Kanda
Palai, who are now guided by their personal knowledge in 
determining the share of each of the villages in their charge, 
the general supervision being in the hands of the arbtih of 
Bhag, to whom the last three are responsible. Formerly, the 
amount of ·land in each village ~as calculated by seers, 
paos, chittacks, etc., down to the lowest unit, which was 
known as a dukka. This was considered equivalent to 
soojarihs, whence a· seer would have been equivalent to 
32,000 jarihs. The system has, however, now fallen into 
disuse. The revenue-free villages appear seldom to con· 
tribute their full quota in spite of repeated representations 
of their fellow-cultivators to the Khan's representative, the 
ntiih. The actual distribution among the cultivators, which 
is settled by their representative headman in conjunction 
with the arbtl.h, malik or wadera, varies according to the 
material condition and number of cultivators of each village, 
and is generally apportioned among individuals on the 
amount of land possessed by each. 
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Let us now suppose the total number of yokes required AGRicut. 
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from Bhaa- Nari for the reconstruction of the Gad1 dam at ~ R :t 1 o ecap1 u a-
particular time is 100. According to the five equal shares, tion •.. 

this number will include 40 yokes from Tall-Bhag, and 20 

yokes each from MirP,ur, Tambu and Kanda-Palil. The 
! 40 yokes found by Tall-Bhag will again be divided into 
six equal shares for each of the six groups of villages 
included in the track. These yokes will again be distri
buted proportionately over each village. by the aroab of . 
Bhag under the guidance and orders of the Khan's nato. 
The distribution of the share of each village among the 
various landholders in the village rests with the headmen 
concerned, each of whom bases his calculation on the amount 
of the land to be brought under cultivation by each cultivator. 
For villages, the cultivation of which may have suffered, 
allowance is made by the headman at his discretion. 

The cost of material i~ recovered from the cultivators in 
the same proportion as the number of yokes. Small sums 
are advanced at the time by the village modi and debited to 
the fund known as deh kharch, and when the work is 
finished, the total cost. is calculated and recovered propor-
tionately from each grain-heap at harve"st time. The 
expenditure on material for repairing a bad breach sometimes 
amounts to Rs. ICJO or more. In years of scarcity, when 
the cultivators have lost or been forced to sell their bullocks 
and cannot afford to provide the number of yokes required of 
them, the necessary yokes and drivers are hired in the 
surrounding country and the cost, which is generally at the 
rate of R. 1-o or 1-8 per diem, is distributed among the 
defaulters. 

A reference to the character of tenures and tenancies in 
the district will be found in the section on Land Revenue, 
in Chapter Ill. In some instances such as the Baloch on the 
western border, the proprietors of land are themselves the 
tillers of the soil, but in the majority of cases, especially 
among the Jats, lands are cultivated by tenants-at-will from 
among their poorer brethren: Rent is almost everywhere 
paid in kind, and a division of the total produce of the crop 
is made between the landlord and the tenant in accordance 
with the chief requisites of cultivadon, viz., the land, seed, 
bullocks, and labour. The rates yary in the_ different parts 
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of the district, and a brief account of rates of rent prevalent 
in each area is given below. It must be noted that in all 
cases the revenue, cesses and wages of village servants are 
invariably paid from the common heap. 

In unirrigated areas in the Gandava niabat, where a ten
ant supplies all requisites of cultivation, and cultivates fields 
already embanked by the landlord, he pays one-fourth to 
one-third of the net produce as rent, but if he has to embank 
the fields himself, the rate of rent is about one-fifteenth of 
the produce. In Kotra the prevailing rate of rent in the 
former case is one-third, while in the latter case it varies 
from one-sixteenth to one-eighth. In Khari the proprietors 
are themselves- the tillers of the soil, but when a tenant 
is engaged he provides labour and plough oxen and the 
rent is about one-third of the produce, the seed being 
supplied by the tenant ·and the landlord in tile same 
proportion. 

In irrigated lands in Gandava, besides revenue, cesses 
and wages of village servants, the seed is also taken out of 
the common heap, and the balance is equally divided between 
the landlord and tenant, the latter P.roviding plough oxen 
and labour. 

In Kotra th!l rent is paid at the rate of one-third of the 
net produce, the tenant finding all requisites of cultivation. 
In Kunara ,the tE-nant, who finds bullocks and labour, pays 
at the rate of one-third or three-fourths in different areas to 
the proprietor, 'Yho supplies seed. In other areas, where the . 
tenant also supplies seed, the rate of rent is one-fifth of the 
net produc~. In the irrigated areas of Khari and Kumira, 
when water belonging to one~ turned on the lands of another, 
the shares of produce between the owner of water and that of 
the land are three-fourths and one-fourth respectively in 
Khari, seed being supplied by, the former and bullocks and 
labour by the latter. Should a tenant be employed in such a 
case, he gets three-fourths of the share .of the owner 
of the land for' supplying bullocks and labour, the rate. of 
tent payable to the owner of land therefore being one-six
teenth of the total produce after. payment of revenue. In 
Kunara the rent of land is generally fixed in a lump sum in 
cash. The system is called bhung in Khari and pr!ro in 
Kunara. 



RENTS. 109 

In unirrigated lands in the Naslrabad niabatthe rent varies 
from one-eleventh to one-eighth when the tenant finds all 
cequisites of cultivation, but. when he cultivates a field which 
has been embanked by the lanAiord, he pays one-fourth of the 
produce to the landlord. 

RENTS, 
WAGES ANll 

PRICES. 

N~sfrahid 
nidbat. 

' Tenants invariably supply seed, bullocks and labour in Bh~g nidbat. 

'unirrigated areas and the rent payable by them varies from 
one-twelfth to one-eighth of the produce. 

When a tenant undertakes to supply all requisites of Lahri nidbat. 

cultivation, the rate of n~nt in unirrigated lands is generally 
one-seventh, but if a landlord shares equally in finding plough 
oxen, he receives about one-third of the produce. 

In the Dadhar nziibat the tenants, engaged in the cultivation Dadhar 

h nidbat. of dry-crop lands, supply seed, bullocks and labour, and t e 
rent payable to the landlord is usually one-eighth of the net 
produce. In irrigated areas the rent is one-sixth, when all 

·requisites are supplied by the tenant, but when the seed is 
supplied by the landlord, the produce is equally divided 
between him and the tenant. . 

In Jhal the Magassi chief levies from his tenants one-fourth Jhal. 

to one-half of the produce, which includes revenue as well 
as rent ; the tenants find all requisites of cultivation. 

Similarly in Shoran, where rent also includes revenue, Shoran. 
the rate is two-fifths, and the tenant takes back from the 
common heap the seed supplied by him. 

In the irrigated areas of Gajan the produce is equally di- Gajan, 

vided between the tenant and the proprietor after also deduct-
ing the amount of seed ; labour and bullocks being found by 
the tenant. 

In Sanni when a tenant reclaims waste land and brings it 
under cultivation, he obtains a right of occupancy for a term 
not exceeding seven years, t)ole rent 'Payable to the J atoi land-
lord is one-seventh, one-sixth, one-fifth and one-fourth re-
spectively during the first four years and one-third during the 
remaining three years. In unirrigated area the proprietor 
supplies seed, and the tenant, who only finds labour and 
bullocks, pays five-sixths of the net produce as rent. 

The tenants of dry-crop }ands generally supply all requi
sites of cultivation and pay one-eighth to one-twentieth in 
Bolan lands, one-twentieth in Bala Nari, one-eighth in the 
Kaheri country, and one-tenth i~ the Dombki country. 

Sanni. 

Bolan lands, 
BaJa Nari, 
Kaheri and 
Dombki 
tribal lands. 
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Wages. 
General 
labourers. 

Shepherds, 

Cattleherds. 

CamelLerds, 

Measurer 
(dharzvdo), 

110 KACHHI. 

No regular cooley class exists in the district. In the 
larger villages labourers can, however, be had at a daily 
wage of 3 to 5 annas. A field labourer's daily 
wages vary from 3 to 7 annas,· the reaper (laigar} is general
ly given a share varying from one-tenth to one-twentieth of 
the crop cut. In some places the laigars are paid at the rate 
of I2 dhungs (24 ears} ofj'uar and 2 sathlz"s of wheat daily. 
When the reaper is paid in corn, he gets about .a topa (If 
seers) ofj'uar and a sheaf (bhdkur} of wheat containing grain 
worth about four annas. The reapers are also allowed to 
graze their cattle free on the ·stalks left in the field. 

When the sheep and goats belong to one person, the 
shepherd engaged gets about R. I per mensem besides his 
food and clothing, but if the animals belong to different per
sons, the rate varies from nine pies to one anna per mensem 
per animal. The wages paid by Brahui flock-owners to shep
herds. have been given in the Gazetteers if Sarawan and Jha
lawan, and apply also to the Bnihui population of Kachhi. 
In the Dombki country a shepherd is sometimes engaged br 
a term of four years, at the end of which he is gi~en ~ne
fourth of the entire flock which he may have in his charge. 

The cattleherd gets about Rs. 2 per mensem with food 
and clothing from the owner of the herd, but if the animals 
belong to different persons, the rate is about 2 annas per 
milch cow and one anna for every other animal. ·In the 
Dadhar niabat, a custom also prevails under which the cat
tleherd is paid at one topa of grain per month pei animal, 
fuar being given for six months and wheat for six months 
in a year. In the Dombkiji.Zg{r, a cattleherd generally gets 
3 annas a month per cow. 

The camelherd generally ·gets one rupee per mensem 
besides his food and clothing for all the camels belonging to 
a single person. The camel graziers are generally the 
J ats, who use the milk of the camel, appropriate wool, and 
can employ one camel from the herd to bring pish or dwarf 
palm leaves for sa~e. 

The Hindu who measures the grain at the time of harvest 
is an important official, and is indispensable at the time of 
the batai or division of the grain heaps. His wages con
sist of a share of produce at rates varying almost in every 
tract. or village. They are gener lly paid either on each 
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kharwar of grain or on each grain heap measured by hi.m. 
In the former case, they vary from one-sixth of a kasa to 5 
kdsas per kharwb and when paid on the grain heap (neh), 
rhey are one-fourth of a kasa to one kasa per neh, but the 
latter rate is less common. In addition to the above, 
a dharwai is also entitled at some places to a pay-
ment called newdru, which consists of a small quantity 
of grain twisted up in ·a sheet and placed on the 
threshing flo9r to separate. the cultivator's share of 
the grain heap from the State share. The village modi 
or the money lender re(;eives certain payments described in 
the section on Agriculture. 

RENTS, 
WAGES AND 

PRICES. 

Persons appointed to ·watch crops are known under Kard71Jds, 

different names. Their wages in certain parts of the district tbo~as, dda~b-. ans, n J s, 
are given below. In Bhag ·.the darbdn, keeping watch at jdgus. 

the threshing floor, gets two kasas per kharwar, but in some 
cases well-to-do sami~tdars engage their own naibs to watch · 
the crops, who are paid from 2 to 4 kasas per kharwar . . In 
Nasirabad the kdrddr, appointed by the tzdib to watch the 
crops, gets from the agriculturist's share I kasa per kharwar. 
In Dadhar the toha, who also supplies water to the zamindars 
while threshing, gets from 2:> to-40 kasas from each thresh-
ing floor. In Gandava a single toha is appointed to watch 
the crops of. the village and gets Rs. 2 to 4 per mensem. 
In BaJa Nari the karawa gets two topas per kharwtir. · In 
Gajan owners of every dahtina (1o shabanas} appoint one 
~uard (Jiigu} during the threshing operations, who is paid 
four ktisas on every dahana of cultivation. 

Masons' wages vary from 7 annas in BaJa Nari to R. 1-4 Skilled a 
a day in Ganda\'a. 

The blacksmiths formerly sold guns and swords in large 
numbers, but now the sale of such articles is very limited. 
They are in maqy places paid in cash for their work. A 
blacksmith can earn from 6 annas to Rs. 2 a day when 
work is available. The agricultural implements made by 
him .are sold for cash prices. In some parts of the district, 
wages to blacksmiths are paid•in kind at the harvest. Thus 
in Lahri and the Mirpur Deh of the Nasirabad nitibat they 
amount to 1 ktisa per kharwdr; in Jhok Gul Muhammad and 
::-\asirabad 3 lltisas per kharwtir; at Gajan 1! topas per 
/.:harwtir ; in Gandava (irrigated area) 4 ktistis on every grain 

bour. 
Masons. 
Blacksmiths. 
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Da,.khdm 
(carpenters). 

Mulldsand 
Saiads. 

Saiads. 

. KACHHI. 

heap, also a sack of wheat and a man's load of judr ears. 
In· such cases the blacks!Jlith makes new, and repairs 
old, agricultural implements of the samlnddrs, the iron 
for the new ones being supplied by the latter. 

The c·arpenter is a useful village servant. His cash wages 
vary from 5 annas to one rupee a day. In many places he is 
paid in kind and the rates vary from t kdsa to 2 kdsas . per 
kharwdr in different places. In Dadhar one kdsa is paid on 
every bit of hnd and water. In some places, such as in 
Gandava, the carpenter i~ also entitled to a quantity of the 
harvestedjudr ears and of the wheat crop at the time of 
reaping. He is required to make new implements and repair 
old ones, the wood being supplied by the saminddrs. 

In several parts of the district the mulld, who reads niluih, 
officiates at daily prayers, teaches Muhammadan boys and 
gives charms to the villagers, gets no specified share of the 
produce of the land, but in other areas the portion allotted 
to him is generally I kdsa (rasulwdi or rdsz1l arwdhi) from 
every grain heap. In the Dadhar nidhat this share is 4 
kdsas, made up as follows:- 2 kdsas for his ordinary duties, 
I kdsa in the Prophet's name (rasz1lwdi) . and I kdsa for 
bringing a Koran which is placed in the threshing floor 
to ward. off evil spirits. In Mithri the mulld gets on the 
total produce I ktisa out of every 6 kha,.wdrs, and I dari 
per kharwdr in Haji. 

In the Kaheri country the Dadpotras (descendants of 
Sultan-ul-Arifin-Mashuk Allah) receive a kdsa of grain from 
each threshing floor in the lands watered by the Chhattar 
hill torrent. In Nasfrabad, Saiad Saleh Shah, whose prayers 
to remove crop diseases are considered efficacious, Blbi 
Sahiba and the Saiad family of Chiragh Shah and Bahar 
Shah of Dadhar each receive a ktisa from every kharwdr of 
the produce. In 1\tithri the two Saiads, one of Mithri and 
the other of Sang an, get each I kdsa per kharwdr. In the 
Shahwani jagir the Saiad gets I tapa per kharwdr. Saiad 
Lal Jan of Dadhar receives in the Gajan dry-crop area 1 

kdsa from every grain heap; iR the irrigated area this share is 
paid to the Saiad from the chiefs mowtijil;. In Shoran 
Saiad Rasul Bakhsh of Gandava gets I kdsa from ev~ry 

threshing floor. ·In the Bolan Lands, Saiad Bahcir Shah gets 
.I ktisa per kharwdr •. 
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In GaJ·an the local disciples of Pir Baha-ud-din in Sind RENTs, 
WAGES AND 

rec'eive thuk at the rate of 3 tcpas on every grain heap. In P"rcEs. 
addition to the above, thuk or fixed contributions are set 

, apart from grain heaps in every village in the name of 
, several shrines in different parts of the country. 
: Among the other village servants and artisans are Other villagde . servants an 
included the mirdsi or minstrel, the kon or weaver, the artisans. 

• mochi or cobbler, the gagra or sweeper, the haJam or 
barber, the potter, the bricklayer and the daya. 

The mirasi performs menial services at marriages and 
other domestic ceremonials and is paid iq cash or kind. 
He also begs alms at the time of harvest. 

The kori, who manufactures coarse cotton cloth, charges, 
· as his wages, about 5 annas for a piece (fori), which mea

sures about 12 yards. 
The cobbler makes rough sandals and mends the old ones 

. and earns from 5 to 8 annas a day; but in the Dombki 
; country he is paid two topas of jutir per kharwar at the 
.harvest and is required to mend the sandals of the 
eamindars. 

The gagra cleans the threshing floors and is paid a small 
quantity of grain ; in Bhag, however, the rate is fixed at 
1 kasa per kl1arwar. 

The barber shaves the agriculturists, sometimes performs 
circumcisions, and serves on the occasion of marriages and 
deaths. For these services he is paid one quarter to. two 
kdsas of Juar from each heap of threshed grain at the 
harvest. 

A potter can earn from 4 to 8 annas a day. He is paid 
in cash for the earthen pots he makes. In Bata Nari the 
potter supplies the cultivators with earthen pots free of 
cost and sometimes fetches water for them on his donkeys, 
and is paid 5 topas of ]Udr · on ev~ry kharwar of the 
produce. 

The rates for bricklaying vary from 12 annas to R. 1-2 

per thousand, and a bricklayer can earn from 12 annas to 
Rs. 2 a day. In Shoran he is required to pay the Rind 
chief-one anna for every thousand bricks he makes. 

The da;•a has to fetch 'Yater, and occasionally fuel, for the 
cultivators at the time of sowing and harvesting the crops, 
and has also to perform similar serv~es for officials 

8 



RENTS, 
WAGES AND 

PRICES. 

Prices. 

WEIGHTS 
AND 
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. 
appointed to watch the crops. His wages vary from 
!ths of a kasa to Ji kasas of grain per kkarwar in different 
parts of the district. 

Juar is the staple food grain of the country. Wheat is 
also used as such in several parts of the district. The 
prices . vary according to the condition of the seasons; 
they generally rise at the time of sowing as seed is then 
most in demand. Prices also go up in a locality where the. 
crops have failed, and they are also affected by the harvests 
in the neighbouring Province of Sind. The following table 
gives the average price per maund of the revenue grain m 
the different niabats in 1go6 :-

Dadhar 
Bbag 
·Gandava 
Lahri 

Wheat. 
Rs. a. p. 
21111 

2 10 8 

3 6 10 

Judr. 
Rs. a. p. 

2 10 8 
3 15 3 
2 14 4 
2 7 7 

Naslrabad 2 11 1 3 3 1o 

During the second Afghan war the local crops failed, 
wheat flour was sold at 3 seers per rupee, and juar at· 
6 seers. Famine rates are reported to have prevailed in 
1885, when owing to large exports to Sind, the prices of 
wheat in Gandava rose to 5 seers per rupee. The years 1894 
and 1899 were also years of famine and prices rose in many 
parts of the district as will be seen from the following 
statement :-

Wheat per rupee. Judr per rupee. 
1894· 1899· 18!14· 1899· 

Seers. ch. Seers. ch. Seers. ch. Seers. ch. 
Dadhar 8 0 8 7 10 0 9 8 
Gandava 15 0 12 0 13 0 13 0 
Shoran 23 8 17 10 30 II 27 8 
Jbal 19 3 10 II 29 5 24 8 

In the tribal area of B:Ha N:l.ri, and in the Lahri and 
D:l.dhar niabats, the Indian weights with a seer of 8o tolas and 
a maun.f of 40 seers have been introduced ; and the weights 
are those of 5 seers, .2f seers, 2 seers, 1 seer, ! seer, 
i seer, l seer, chittack, i chittack and i chittack. In other 
·parts of the district, · Kal:l.t weights are used ; the seer 
in Gajan is of wo rupees in weight; in ]hal, Shor:l.n ·and 
Gandava of 88 rupees; and in Sanni, Bh:l.g and Nasir:l.b:l.d 
niabats of 84 rupees .. 
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The weights used by the goldsmiths are those in use 
in other parts of India, the lowest unit being a mung 
or grain, two mungs make on.e ratti, 8 rattis ~ake one 
mdsha, and I z mdshas make one tola. · The rupee, S-anna, 
4-anna and 2-anna pieces are also used, representing 
respectively the weight of tola, 6 mashas, 3 nidslzas and 1! 
mdska. 

WEIGHTS, 
AND. 

MEASURES, 

Troy 
weights. 

Grain is sold eenerally by wooden measures, which are of Measures of 
different capacity in different parts of the district. The grain~ 
following are the measures in ordinary use in the various 
nitihats :-

( 1) Bhag niahat. 
Lowest unit is nim pinrki. 

2 nim pinrki I pinrki. 
2 pinrki. I manga. 
2 manga I topa. 
4 topa I kasa. 

6o kasa 1 kharwar. 

(2) Lahri, Nasirabad and Dadhar nidhats. 
Lowest unit i~ paropi. 

4 paropi 
4 topa 

6o kasa 

(3) Gandava nidhat. 
4- chuthai 
4 toya 
4 topa 

6o kasa 

I topa. 
1 kasa. 
1 kharwar. 

1 toya or paropi. 
I topa. 
I kasa. 
1 kharwar. 

The kasas used by the shopkeepers in the niahats are of 
different sizes, but a kasa of a uniform size is used to 
measure the revenue grain and is known as the sarkari kdsa. 
The following is the approximate weight of a kasa, in stan
dard seers, of wheat andjuar in the various nidhats :-

Wheat. Juti,.. 
Srs, chks. Srs, chks. 

Bh:lg 10 0 
Labri 9 8 
Dad bar 7 8 • 6 0 
Gandava 7 •s! 6 14 
Na~irbid 7 14 
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The measures in use in the tribal areas are the follow
ing:- . 

(a) Mithri and Eri in BaJa N:iri. The lowest unit 1s 

(b) 

thula, which weighs about I seer and 9 chittacks. 
4 thUia = I pinrki. 
4 pinrki I topa. 
4 topa - I k:isa. 
2 kasa = 1 guni. 

IS guni 
2 bori 

Other places in BaJa 
unit. 

= I bori. 
= I kharw:ir. 

Nari. Chutho£ is the lowest 

4 chuthaj = I pinrki. 
4 pinrki = I topa. 
2 topa = I dari. 
2 dari = I kasa, 

7! kasa = I guni. 
'2 guni = I bori. 
4 bori = 1 kharwar. 

A kasa of mung in Mithri and Eri weighs about 7 seers 
and IO chittacks, while in other parts of BaJa Nari it is 
double in weight. 

In other tribal areas in Kachhi the measures in general 
use are the following :-

4 thula or chuthai = I pinrki or toya. 
4 pinrki = I topa. 
2 topa I manga. 
2 manga I k:isa. 

6o kasa I kharwar. 
The standard weight of a lulsa of principal grains m 

different parts of the tribal area is as follows :-
Wheat. Juat', Sirek. Mung. 

Srs. cbks. Srs, chks. Srs. cbks. Srs. cbks. 
Sboran 11 12 n o 10 14 13 8 
Bolan Lands 14 14 ...... 16 5 
Sanni 13 4 12 8 . II 4 14 8 
Gajan 8 1 7 u6 8 n! 

A bullock-load of grass is known as fowal or a hdr. Fodder 
is also sold by the tara,ngar or bullock-load. A buk is. a 
double handful of grain, a dhung is a couple of judr ears; 
a bhakur, bhakul or sathl£ is a small sheaf of fuar or wheat 
harvested in the field, a· bad is a man's load; and lastly a 
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t;kunj is a sack made of two gunny bags sewn 
with small ropes tied to four ends. 
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together and WEIGHTS 
AND 

MEASURES. 

For measuring cloth, the people generally use the cubit Linear 
(hath), which is an indefinite measure and answers to the measures. 

karisk of the Brahuis described in the Sarawan Gasetteer. 
Irrigated land is known by the proportion of water Superficial 

attached to it. Thus the amount of land is recognised measures. 

which is attached to a skabd~a or khetr .of water (24 hours of 
flow); in Kotra a R.hetr represents I8 hours of flow of water. 
Elsewhere a half.skabdna (12 hours) is known as a bel, j'unj 
or R.hit, while in Gandava aj'unj is also known as angusht or 
musht, representing on the measuring board a 12 hours' flow 
of water four fingers in breadth, and samm is one-fourth of 
an angusht or three hours' flow of water. In Dadhar 
measures of land are recognised by hits of water attached, a 
bit being an artificial measure of water irrigating about IS 
acres of land throughout the year. A detailed description 
of water distribution has been given in the section on Agri-
culture. . U nirrigated land is sold by j'oras and hands or 
embanked fields. The latter are of various sizes. The term 
}"ora is frequently used, but has no definite value, and it 
merely denotes the amount of land that can be ploughed by 
a pair of oxen for a particular harvest. · A measure of land 
known as Jarib is locally recognised and is mentioned in 
some of the sanads granted by the former Khans representing 
30 paklla paces, i.e., 6o paces square. lr:i Bhag Nari 
special measures for land are known as seer,· pao (i of a 
seer); ana or cMttacR. (i of a pao); and dukR.a = (i an dna). 
Thes~ measures are said to have been introduced by the 
cultivators by mutual consent under the orders of Mir 
Mustafa Khan of Ka.lat, son of Mir Nasir Khan I, at the 
time when vigorous efforts were made· to bring waste land 
under cultivation and a system was devised under which 
landholders provided labo ur (gkam) according to their 
shares in the land .. The lands were roughly divided into a 
dukka, representing 500 and a seer 32,ooo Jizrlbs. The Bhag 
nidbat lands, for instance, were divided into five seers as , 
follows :-TaU-BMg or BMg proper z seers, Mirpur and 
Shori 1 see,., Kanda-Palal I seer, and Tambu 1 seer. 

The measure of distance throughout the district is the R.oh Measures 
of about z miles. of distance. 
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Ordinarily Hinau months are recognised by the people, and 
their names, with their English equivalents, are given 
below:-

English calendar. 
January ... · 
February ••• 
March ••• 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October ••• 
November 
December 

Local name. 
Mahn or Mdkng 
Phaganr 
Chetr 
Visakh 
Jthh 
Arhar or Ahar 
Sanwanr 
Bhadra 
Assu 
Katti 
Mahngar 
Poh 

The names of English months are used in the niabat 
r~cords, but in documents such as sanadS, sale-deeds, 
etc., Arabic months are employed. The seasons recognised 
by cultivators have been described in the section on 
AgrifUlture. The names or the days of the week in use 
are the following :~ 

Juma, Shukkur == Friday 
Sakhri, Chhanchhap.r = Saturday 
Achar, Adit, Art, or Artwar =Sunday 
Sumar, Som, Sum = Monday 
Angara, Mangal =Tuesday 
Arba, Budh = W ednesda~ 
Khamis, Vir .:.__ Thursday 

The British Indian coins are now used in the district and 
their local names are as follows :-

pte = pai 
half pice = adhela 
pice =paisa 
i·anna piece = dabal paisa, tako, adhani, adhana 
2-anna piece = Shahi, doani, beani. 
4-anna piece = pawali, chouni, 
8-anna piece = adheli, athani 
rupee = rupia, kaldar. 

In several parts of Kachhi a copper pice, roughly circular 
in shape, struck by Mir Khudadad Khan in the name of his 
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son Mlr Mahmud Khan, the present Khan, is still current. WEIGHTs 
It is equivalent in value to the Indian pie. MEA!~~Es, 

The major portion of the populatiQJJ. of Kachhi are de: MATERIAL 
pendent on agriculture, and as the cultivation largely de- CONDITION 

· OF THE 
pends on the rainfall which is scanty and precarious, sea- PEOPLE. 
sons of drought and scarcity are frequent and involve the 

. cultivators heavily in debt. Owing, however, to immunity 
from external raids afforded by British protection and 
cessation of internal feuds which in days gone by were of 
daily occurrence, the sam{ndars can devote their whole time 
and attention to their fields, and the railway, which runs 
through the country, affords them ready means of disposing 
of their surplus grain in years in which rainfall is abundant 
and crops good. Improvement is noticeable ·in the food, 
clothing aud houses of the well-to-do among the people, but 
the majority of them are poor. 

The greater part of the Kachhi plain or pat is devoid of FoRESTS. 
vegetable growth, but along its western side there are a 
few well wooded areas. These forests are, as a rule, not 
reserved, though the tribal chiefs, in whose juri~diction they 
lie, adopt some protective measures in respect of them. 
The principal trees, which are common to all forests in the 
district, c0nsist of prosopis spi'cige1'a, cappari's aphylla and 
salvadora oleoi'des. Zisyphus jujuha occurs in some of them, 
while tamarisk grows chiefly in the forests lying close to the 
river beds. A scanty growth of acacia is also found in 
some of them. 

In ~he Magassi country the. tracts which have consider
able forest growth are Kandori, Jabar, Kochho, Khat, 
Bhambarion, Jhar, Nighur, Dangar and Sauntar. The 
forests are said to be. entirely owned by the Magassi 
chief, who employs guards to watch them and takes the 
produce himself. The samlnda1's are, however, allowed to 
have fuel and timber for agricultural implements and build
ings free of cost. 

In Khari, the principal forests are the Darahbi and 
Kachhar, which are both the property of the Dinaris, 
except the northern portion of Darahbi which belongs to 
the Tumpanis ot Kunara. 

The Gahelav forest in Gajan, which is one of the important 
forests in Kachhi, is held jointly by the Chuk Lasharis, the 
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Gajanis, including Qureshis, and the Saiads, all of Gajlln, 
who take measures for its protection. The superior jtigir
ddri right of the Zahti chief, however, is admitted. 

The various tracts containing forest growth in the Rind 
country are the Darahbi in Shoran, the Mullan, the Majhbi, 
Mir-ke-dahwala jungle, Gahelav in Shoran, Badra, Katohar, 
Trandra, Chan and the Bhathari jungle. The Rind chiet 
claims the ownership of the forest within his jurisdiction, 

'and in ~orne cases sells the toppings of trees to the flock· 
owners by a system of contracts, the lessees paying about 
Rs. 200 for Darahbi forest, while i:n other forests the annual 
contract fees vary from Rs. 1 o to Rs. 30. In the Badra 
forest, capparis apkylla grows in fairly large quantities, the 
wood of which is sold by the chief at 25 logs per rupee. 
The principal tree in the Katohar forest is sisyphus 
jujuha, the fruit of which the people are permitted to use. In 
the Bhathari jungle, which is situated in the cultivated area 
round the Haft Wali shrine, the principal tree is the salvo
dora oleuides, and no restrictions are placed on the collection 
of fruit which is locally called as pairu. 

In Sanni the principal forest tracts are the Lundau and 
Sar Sanni jungle belonging to the Jato is. Other minor forests 
in Sanni are the Chakar-Mari-lad, Khaur-Iad, and Kochha. 

A thick. tamarisk forest lies in the bed of the Bolan river 
and ~ns from a little below the shrine of Pir Allahyar to 
near the Kula.Og village. Its possession is disputed 

. between the Shahwani chief, Sardar Bahadur Rashid 
Khan, and the Hasil Khanzai section of the same tribe. 

The minerals, so far known and found in the district, are 
sulphur, salt, saltpetre, lime-stone and ferrous sulphate or 
Bligh. The minerals have not, however, been scientifically 
explored. 

A large sulphur mine is situated about 12 miles south
west of Sanni and three miles north of the Bhathari viUage 
in the jurisdiction of the Rind chief, and is now closed. 
It was worked by the Afghans in pre-British days, and 
is also said to have been worked at intervals in the time 
of Mir Mehrab Khan"(1816-I7 to 1839) and Mir Nasir Khan 
II (1840 to 1857 •. The working was stopped by Mir 
Khudadad Khan. Sulphur is contained in the stones and 
was obtain~d by breaking and boiling them in sarson oil. 
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Tracts of land largely impregnated with salt-bearing earth 
(kallar) occur in the respective jurisdictions of the Zahri and 
Rind chiefs. The salt beds in the jurisdiction of the former 
cover about 4 or 5 miles square and lie about three miles 
north of Gajan, and immediately north of them are those 
of the Rinds extending to about one and-a-half miles, The 
manufacturers of salt are called Nunaris and came from 
Sind on the manufacture of salt being stopped there. 

MDIBS&IID 
MDIBRAU. 

Salt. 

The method of the manufacture of the salt is briefly as. !'detbod ol 
follows: a structure called a hkathi made of brushwood is manufact•re. 
erected over a ditch _.5 feet x 7t feet and 2 feet deep and 
stands on wooden pillars. A layer of sand about 1 foot deep 
is spread over the hkathi and on this is placed a layer of 
salt-bear"ing earth, round the edges of which, low mud walls 
are built. The enclosure is then filled with water, which · 
filters down into the ditch and is of a reddish-yellow colour. 
This liquid is then led through a drain into a tank at some 
distance and is subsequently poured into large earthen 
basins, which are placed in the sun. .The water evaporates 
in about .4 days in summer and 15 days in winter; the 
residue is the salt, which is spread on the ground to dry. 

There are 2 hkathis (pits) in Gajan and 6 in Shoran, in 
which about u,ooo maunds of salt are manufactured in a 
year, and the selling price is Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 4 per kkarwar of 
1 z maunds. There is a large local demand, and salt is als" 
exported to the Jhalawa.n country and Kalat. 

The _Zahri chief levies an octroi duty of 4 annas per 
lharwa,., and gets about ~ s. zoo per annum for the lease of 
the right to manufacture salt at Gajan, while the Riild chief 
levies Rs. 20 and 30 kdsas of salt per bhathi annually. 

Limestone occurs in Kunara, Khari and in the beds of 
various hill-torrents in Sanni and Shoran and the lime 
manufactured from the stone found in Khari and Kunara is 
pronounced to be the best. It sells at about 12 and 14 annas 
per gunny hag. 

Annua out
turn. 

Taxation." 

Limestone. 

Saltpetre is produ~ed in small quantities in Bhag and Saltpetre. 

Muna{ur in the Bhag ,itlhaJ, in Shoran, Pach in Gandava, 
Kotra and Khari, and at Panjuk in 'the Magassi country. 
Its manufacture is generally limited to the amount required 
fo.r local consumption, except at Bhag and Shor:in where it is 
manufactured for sale. At Bhag it is made by artisans 
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called ddnikut, who also manufacture gunpowder, and at 
Shoran by the Nunaris, who are engaged in the salt works. 
Saltpetre is manufactured from earth taken from the sites of 
old mounds or buildings, and near Shorari there is a small 
tract close to the salt-beds. The method of manufacture 
resembles in the main that of salt, but in the case of saltpetre 
the percolated water is boiled and then put into a reservoir 
for the mineral to subside. The Rind chief recovers a sum 
of Rs. 30 a11:nually and the Magassi chief realises about 
Rs. 50 to Rs. 6o every year from the manufacture. Saltpetre 
sells locally at about Rs. 7 to 8 per maund, and is exported 
to Jhalawan and Kalat by the Brahuis: 

Ferrous sul
phate, 

Ferrous sulphate or stigh occurs in the Nagau hills west 
of Sanni and has been described in the Jhalawtin Gasetteer. 
It is also met with in the bed of the Mukhali stream about 
three miles west ofGajan and near Kumbi west of Kotra. 

ARTS AND 
liANUFAC
TURI!S. 

Pottery. 

Leather 
work. 

The principal industry is the weaving of cotton cloth. 
This is manufactured in almost all the important villages in 
the district. The cloth is generally of two descriptions : . 

. Jor£, a coarse cloth, is woven in lengths of 12 yards and is 
sold at R. 1/4 to R .. I/8 per piece; Klufs, ·or double cotton 
sheets SJf variegated colours, are manufactured here and there 
but chiefly at Mushkaf and Jalal Khan. They are much 
t>rized and sold at rates varying from Rs. 6 to Rs. 20 ac
cording to texture. The professional weavers are the Koris, 
who are classed among the lower orders of Jats and some
times combine agriculture with their profession. The process 
of spinning is by means of a charkha of a primitive type, 
and the method of manufacture is that in vogue in India. 

Utensils .for domestic use and surdhis or water jugs are 
made by potters, especially in Bhag. fhe coloured earthen
ware of Bhag is a famous curiosity of the country. In 1905-6 
the Political Adviser to His Highness the Khan o~ Katat 
obtained some painted earthenware from Multan for the Bhag 
artificers to copy, but the result is not yet known (1go6). 
Kut (compound metal) utensils, chiefly drinking bowls and 
plates of a good quality, are also made in Bhag. · 

Leather work in Kachhi ·consists of saddles and horse
gear; sword-belts, shoulder belts and embroidered shoes. 
Leather vessels (kuppis) of a strong and good qualit) are 
made at Bhag and are commonly used for ke.eping gld 
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and oil. Silk embroidery work on leather, of a very finished 
description, is done in Lahri, which is much prized by the 
people. The following description of specimens of Lahri 
work sent to the Indian Arts Exhibition of Delhi in 1903 is 
uiven by Sir George Watt, K.C.I.E. :-
b • 

"In the Loan Collection Gallery No. 2909 is a sword-
belt embroidered in what i_s there called kundi work. This 
is perh:tps the most wonderful and elaborate needlework_ 
met with anywhere in India. The green leather on the 
sword side of the belt is covered by a mass of circular 
buttons or medallions of embroidery, done in yellow silk. 
The!'e are worked from a central point in closely compacted 
herring-bone stitch, the margin being secured by a ring of 
imitative chain-stitch work simultaneously with the return of 
the threads to the centre. These buttons of embroidery are 
not more than -!th of an inch in diameter and are inserted in 
lines separated by bands of chain-stitch work. On other 
parts of the belt the medallions are much larger, are of 
yellow, green, purple, white, or blue silk, and an inch and a 
half in diameter. They have often central discs elaborately 
embroidered in chain stitch. "• 

The leather used for belts is of a dark red colour, orna
mented with green, and then embroidered in minute circles, 
compacted between parallel lines ; this work is in golden 
yellow silk and in a minute form of chain-stitch. The 
katorddn, or drinking bowl, covered over with silk, made in 
Lahri and sent to the Delhi Exhibition, was also similarly 
and richly embroidered, only that a fair amount of magenta 
silk was employed and the rosettes were larger. 

Country swords, rifles, and pistols are manufactured in 
Dadhar. In pre-British days they were much in demand 
among the Brahuis. The two best known kinds of the 
rifles are those known as lari and farang, especially valued 
by skikdris, and are still purchased to a small extent by the 
local tribesmen. A country rifle usually costs about Rs. r6 
to Rs. JO. Gunpowder is also manufactured at Bhag for 
sale, and by the Baloch for their private use: The in
gredients used are saltpetre, sulphur and charcoal in the 
proportion of five parts of the former to one of each of the 
l~t_!er. The sulphur is first pounded. The charcoal, which 

• " [,.d;a,. A~t at Delhi, I ')OJ," page 309. 
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is obtained from calotropis gz."gantea or juniper wood, and the 
saltpetre are then pounded together, the sulphur is added 
and the three ingredients are then pounded continuously in a 
wooden mortar by ·a special stone pestle made for the 
purpose, the contents being moistened with water at short 
intervals. When the powder assumes a de¥p black-greenish 
colour, it is ready for use. Some, however, use country 
liquor instead of water for moistening the mixture, and the 

. gunpowder thus made is considered to be of the best quality. 
The manufacture of carbonate of soda ( kkar) from the 

numerous saltworts is increasing, by far the largest quantity 
being produced at Gajan and the Rind tribal area from the 
plant called lani which grows in great abundance in the 
neighbourhood of these ·localities. The Zahri and Rind 
chiefs assess revenue at the rate of one-eighth of the total 
produce. Kkar is exported to Sind by the Hindus, especially 
to Sukkur. The method of manufacture is the same as 
described in the Sarawdn Gasetteer. 

Kachhi has a considerable amount of local trade, the 
principal trading centres being Dadhar, Lahri, Haji, BUg, 
Shoran, Gajan, Kob:a, Gandava and Jhal. This trade, as 
well as the export and import trade, with Karachi, Sukkur, 
Shikarpur and Jacobabad in Sind, and the neigh~ouring 
districts of Sara wan and Jhalawan in Kaiat, is in the hands 
of the domiciled Hindus, who have panckdz."ts or advisory 
bodjes of their own at central places. The Khin or the tribal 
chiefs levy various taxes on imports and exports, which 
have been mentioned in chapter 111: under Miscellaneous 
Revenues. 

The principal imports from Sarawan and Jhalawan are 
dates, gk{, tobacco, and wool, which are often re-exported 
to Sind ; and the exports include wheat, coarse cotton cloth 
locally manufactured, leather emb-roidered work, Indian 
cotton cloth dyed in various colours in· places in the district, 
mustard oil and salt. . 

The chief articles of export to Sind are juar, oilseeds, 
wool, carbonate of soda, and indigo from Dadhar; horses 
and b~llocks, for which J{achhi is famous, are also exported 
to Sind, and purchasers for bullocks come from the Punjab 
and also from the Ch3gai, Quetta-Pishln, Sibi and Loralai 
Districts. The imports principally comprise gur from 
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Meerut and ·piece-goods, rice, sugar, shoes and country TRAu .. ...,.., 

carts from Sind. The Sind-Pishin section of the North- 'i<>MIIERCII:. 

Western Railway, which intersects the district from south 
to north, affords considerable facilities to traders, and the 
principal stations used are Nuttal, Bellpat, Lindsay and 
Mithri. • 

The following statements give the maundage of the chief 
articles of imports into, and exports from, Kachhi at these· 
stations during 1906 :- . 

Mithri. Lindsay. Bell pat. Nuttal. Total., 
Names of 
Articles, 

Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. 

IMPORTS. 

Piece-goods ..• 1,76o 1,414 3.659 1,931 8,76-J 
Tea ••• 3 3 
Sugar 813 725 3o919 ,,s5t 7,3o8 
Tobacco 3,329 3t329 
Graons 6,o12 26,J6J 36,583 1002o8 79.166 
Ghl ... 401 123 711:1 15 1,257 
Oil 128 219 251 55 653 
Other articles s,566 ro,8g2 '9·71~ 7•8J8 47,010 

EXPORTS. 

417 4 1 7 
99 35J 219 739 

811 811 
s87 587 
7.5~ 755 

124 124 
1,265 16,294 7o213 25,092 
4,177 295 1,8;7 g,osz 
2,910 6,897 2,6gJ 16,97-t-

Piece-goods ••• 
Wool... 68 
Salt ••• 
Oil-cake 
Tobacco 
G/a{ ... 
Oil-seeds 320 
Grains ::,703 
Other articles 4,476 

The beasts of burden used for inland trade are camels and 
donkeys i bullock carts are also much used, the country 
being.open. 

The Sind-Pishin section of the North-Western Railway 
on the standard gauge enters the district near Jbatpat, 
45 miles from Ruk Junction and 361 miles from Karachi. 
It traverses the district for 82j miies from south to n .. ,rth' 
from Jhatpat to Pirak Pir Takri, but the tract covered by the 
line forms part of the Sibi district and is known as the 
Naslr!blid Railway tahsil. 

ME£NS OF 
Coiiii'UNICA
TJON. 
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The necessity of the frontier railway system was recog
nised when Lord Lytton's policy was initiated in 1876. A 
large survey . party was organised during the winter of 
that year under Major (the late Sir James) Browne, who 
made a reconnaissance far into the hills, but little else 
was accomplished and the survey party scattered in 1877. 
The project was then put aside till September 1879, when 
the Government of India sanctioned the construction of 
a surface line across the pat or Kachhi plain. This was 
pushed on with great rapidity under the inspiring energy 
of Sir Richard Temple, then Governor of Bombay, and 

· was completed as far as Sibi in January 188o. • 
The stations, which lie oc that portion of the line which 

passes through Kachhi, are Jhatpat, Temple Dera, Nuttal, 
Bellpat; Lindsay and Mithri. 

No metalled roads exist in the district, but the country 
is easily traversed in all directions, except during the rains 
and heavy floods, when, owing to the muddy nature of 
the soil through which the roads lead, communication even 
between villages is rendered impracticable. 

A list of the principal routes running through the district 
is given in Appendix I. 

A number of paths run to the Jhalawan and Sarawan 
countries through the barrier of hills on the west. These 
include the Takari and Narilak tracks from Gajan to 
Zahri; the Ledav from Kotra to Zahri; the three tracks 
between Sanni and Narmuk, the Hurro or Rod-na
Kasar, Nalani Kasar, and Judusk-na-kasar; and the Bhaur 
track between Dadhar and Narmuk. A description of the 
Mula pass route to the Jhalawan country will be found in 
Appendix IV (Route I) of the jhalawtin Gasetteer. Other 
important tracks are those leading from the railway 
stations. These are from Mithri station to the village of 
Mithri (about 3 miles); from Lindsay to Haji (7 miles) ; and 
Lindsay to Lahri (20 miles); from Bellpat to Bhcig !12 
miles) ; and thence to Shoran (23 miles) ; from Bellpat to 
Lahri (23 miles); Bellpat to Phuteji (24 ·miles); 'Bell pat to 
Chhattar (22 .miles); Temple Dera to Chhattar (24 miles);· 
and from Nuttal to Gandava via Jhok Qasim (40 miles); 

• For a further account of the frontier railways, see Sibi District 

Gazetteer, pages 153-57· 
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and thence to Kotra f8 miles), and Pir Chhatta (6 miles) 
where it joins the Mula pass route to Jhalawlin. From 
Gandava and Kotra tracks go to Jhal and are about 22 and 
20 miles respectively. 

Th.:re are branch post offices maintained by the Indian 
Government at Dadhar and Bhag ; and also post and 
teleg-raph offices at the railway stations at Jhatpat, TemP.le 
Dera, Nuttal, Bellpat, Lindsay and Mithri. 

The scanty and precarious rainfall, the dependence of the 
country on flood irrigation, and the absence of proper 
means of distributing the flood water render Kachhi 
liable to scarcity and even famine: The only protected 
parts of the district are the few places which possess 
permanent irrigation and lie on the western border. The 
staple food of the people consists principally of judr crop, 
which is reaped in autumn. If, therefore, the summer 
rains are opportune, and sufficient flood irrigation is 
received for the cultivation of dry crop lands, this 
crop is also sufficient to carry the population through the 
year. But as a rule such is not the case, and scarcity is 
frequent in consequence. Successive faiiures of the summer 
rains or floods, on which only the people may be said to 
depend, -often reduce the country to a state of famine. 

The earliest famine spoken of by the people occurred in 
the Magassi country about 1878, whenjudr and wheat sold 
at five seers per rupee. The next scarcity felt was in 
1879-So, when, on the outbreak of the second Afghan war, all 

. the grain stores of the country were drawn off and the rates 
of staples rose abnormally high. judr rose to 6 seers and 
wheat flour to 3 seers per rupee. This strain was felt for 
about 7 months, and to tide over the calamity, the people 
either migrated to Sind or ~ngaged as labourers on the lines 
of communications. The years 1885 and 1892 were ·atso 
periods of scarcity, though their effect was confined to a 
part of the district only. The period from 18g7 to Igoc> was 
of exceptional severity on account of successive years of 
drought; in the latter year the Khan came to the help of the 
people by making advances, amounting to about Rs. 2g.ooo, 
to the saminddrs of the Bhag, Nasirabad and Lahri nitibats. 
During the years 1904-5 ana 1905-6 thet·e was drought and 
scarcity of fodder and drinking water in Kachhi, in 
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consequence of which thousands .,f persons migrated to Sind 
and other places in search of employment for themselves 
and grazing for their cattle. Writing in January 1906, the 
Native Assistant, Sarawcin, said "All the khusklulba lands 
of Sanni have been without cultivation during the last two 
years and out ofthe population of s,ooo people, only about 
300 now remain in the c~uotry." Similarly he noticed in 
Shorcin that about four-fifths of the population had tem
porarily, owing to the drought, migrated to Sind. 

No special protective measures are undertaken by the 
~tate. Under existing conditions, enormous quantities of 
water run to Vlfaste in the Nciri in ordinary years and the 
introduction of a good irrigation and distribution scheme 
would doubtless afford a large measure of protection. The 
only protective measure resorted to by the people is to 
migrate temporarily in search of work to the irrigated areas 
in Sind, returning to their country when conditions are 
favourable. 

In severe famine years, the principal famine food is the 
grain of the grass called gam or gamh· (panicum antidotale) 
known to the Brahuis and Baloch as gomasg, which grows· 
abundantly .on land subject to flood irrigation, the parts best 
noted for its production being the Bolcin Lands, the. Mall 
pasture ground near ShorAn, where it covers a very large 
area, and the country round J alcil Khcin near Bhcig It 
sprouts immediately after the spring or summer floods and 
grov,;s about three feet high; the ears are harvested by the 
poorer classes and allowed· to dry. After threshing and 
winnowing, it is husked and the grain is made either into 
cakes or porridge and eaten. · 



CHAPTER III. 

ADMINISTRATIVE. 

FOR the purposes of administration, Kachhi is divided 
into two parts : areas subject to the jurisdiction of 

the Khan of Kalat and those under tribal chiefs. The 
former comprise five niabats: Dadhar; Bhig; Lahl'i ; 
Gandava; and Nasirabad, with headquarters at stations 
of the same name, except Nasirabad, of V~~hich the head
quarters are at Mirpur Bibiwari, The district is under 
the control of the Political Agent, Kalat, with his staff of 
an Assistant Political Agent and a Native Assistant in 
Sarawan ; except the Dombk\s and Kaheris in the Lahri 
niabat, who are under the political control of the Political 
Agent of the Sibi District, and the line of railway from 
Jhatpat to Pirak Pir Takri, whi.::h is officially designated 
as the Nasirabad Railway tahsil and also forms part of 
the Sibi Di.trict. The Political Adviser to His Highness the 
Khan is in immediate administrative charge of the five 
mabats, subject to the jurisdiction of the Khan of Kalat. 
Each of these niabo.ts has a1a naskin; there are naibs at 
Dadhar, Bhag and Gandava, and over them all twomustaufis, 
one in charge of Bhag with Lahri and the other in charge of 
Gandava wi~h Nasirabad. The principal duty of these 
officials is the collection of revenue, but they also exercise 
civil and criminal powers and are. helped by the folio~~ 

ing subordinate staff:-
-------

Name of •itlbaJ. llo!uhasibs.,. Pat. wans.l Levies. ~¥';!~:!: 
Duffada.r. i Sowars. 

Bbag 4 

Labri 

Dadhar ... 2 

Gand.iva 4 1 

~asir.ib.id i ... I 
9 
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TION AND 
STAFF, 



ADMINISTRA
TION AND 
STAFF. 

Tribal admi
nistration of 
the '3alocb ' 
tribes . .;_ut ;" 

Dombkis.• 

IJO KACHHJ. 

The village headmen, ~ho assist in the collection of' 
revenue and other administrative matters, are known as arbdfJ 
and rats, the latter. usually occupying a subordinate position 
to the former. 

By an agreement, dated the 17th February 1903, the 
,Kh~n of Kalat mad~ over the exclusive management of the 
. Nasirabad nzabat,. including the J,,wer portion of the 

Munjhuthi land, to the British Government in p .. rpetuity, for 
an annual payment of Rs. 1, 17,soo, and further agreed to 
mak~ over on lea.,e, in the same manner as the Nasirab<id 
nzabat, any land in the Lahri, Bh<ig, and Gandava nidbats 
that may hereafter be found to be irrigable by branches anJ 
exten-;ions from existing British canals. 

The principal areas subject to tribal control are Jhal 
inhabited by the Maga~sis; Shor~n by the Rinds; Sanni by 
the Jotois; and the Dombkt and Kaheri country in the 
Lahri niabat. The Br~huiJ"dgirs.chiefly lie in Ba.la Nari and 
the Botan Lands heid by t'le Sarawans; and in Gajan held 
by the Zahris; and other areas in the neighbourho0d of 
Gandava and in Bhag Nari. In the numerous J"dgirs within 
the Khan's niabats, jurisdiction in all petty matters is 
exercised by thejagirdars. 

The system of tribal administration of the Dombkis and 
Kaheris, who are under the jurisdiction of the .Political Agent, 
Sibi, is· slightly different and i-; briefly as follows:- · 

The Dombki chief settlE's all petty cases occurring among 
his tribesmen ; more irrportant di~putes are reported to the 
Political Agent who generally refers them to a lJombki tril-al 
jirga for an award, on ·Which he passes final orders. These 
. references are frequent, but care is taken by the Political 
Agent not to. interfere more than is ab~olutely neces~ary in 
purely Dombki cas .. s. Cases between the Dombkis and His 
Highness the Khan's subjects are dealt with in accc..rdance 
with the award given by the Sibi Shahi jirga on the 8th of 
February, 1893· The main provisions of this award are: that 
cases in which one party is a Dombki and the other a subject 
of the Kt:in should ordmarily be referred to the Skahi Jirga 
at Sibi or Quetta, and that if it should be neces!'ary for the 
Dombki chief•to arrest an offender who is a subject of the 
Khan, the man should be immediately handed over to the 
Levy risaldar at Lahri for transmission to the Extra Assistant 
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Commi,.sioner at 3ibi; cases in which both the parties are the 
Khan's subjects are to be disposed of by the Khan's naih at 
Lahri in consultation with the D0mbki chief. 

ADMINISTU
TION AND· 
STAFF. 

1 he Kaheris are gradually losing their cohesion as a tribe, Kaheris. 

a natural effect of peace and advan.:ing civilization, an·d 
there is an increasing tendency for their cal>es to .be report-
ed to, and dealt with in the first inst<~nce, by the Extra 
As~istant Commi!>sioner, Sibi, who, with the sanct•on of the 
Polttical A ~ent, r.-fers them to the local or Skahi Ji'rgas 
accorJing to the nature of the case, the awards being subject 
to the approval of the Political Agent. 

With regard to other Baloch tribes, the system of admin-
Magassi and 

istratiiJn prevalent among the Rmds and M<~gassis, the two Rind tribe•• 

leading tribes, is diff.::rent and on a more organised basis 
than the rest owing to the strong position of their chiefs. 
The following is extracted fr,>m a note recorded by Mr. R~ 
Hughes-Buller, C.S., in 1903 on the administration cf the 
Magassi tribe, the &ame being, with slight modifications, 
applicable to the Rinds:-

" fhe system prevalent in Kachhi differs entirely from 
that which is to be found in otht:r parts of Baluchistan. 
Here the headman of the tribe is every one, the rel>t no one. 
In fact the administration resembles, in Jhal at any rate, 
th~ management of one of those large estatlls s11ch as are to· 
be found among the big land-owners of Bengal and other 
parts of lndoa. The chief of the Magassis takes revenue 
throughout his jurisdiction, and he is the supreme head in all 
matters. A good chief knows his people aud his land very 
well. He has great influence among his people and has little 
diffi.:ulty in tracing culprits in criminal cases. In cases of 
crime, where. n.::cessary, headmen and other respectable wit
nesses are called to give evidence. Where no ev•dence is 
availatle, the accu!>eu is made to swear on his beard,. and · 
sometimes the ordeal by water is resorted to. In cases of 
.th.::ft, the red. ess of the injured party and the punish111ent of 
the thief by tine!i are the obJects g. nerally kept in. view. If 
the property of a thief is not ~ufficient to make good the loss, . 
sur..-ties are taken for the collection and payment of fines 
within a given period. Adultery is punh,hed.by tbe infliction 
of fines which are rec,•vered,· in case of non-payment, 
fr,1m the adulterer's section or sub-secLion. Compensation 
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in case of adultery differs according to the posttion ot the 
parties concerned. In some casesc~sh is sufficient, in others 
the band of a girl nearly related to the adulterer has to 
be given . .. .. * 

"The collection of the chiers share of revenue, or rather 
rent, and the criminal and civil jurisdiction are intimately 
connected. For every village or area ol importance the chief 
appoints a ndib or deputy, generally the headman of the clan 
or section inhabiting it. It is the duty of the ndib to supervise 
the work of C(Uitivators on the crops, to look after the N awab's 
Seri"' land and the cattle pounds and collection of fees and to 
.decide petty disputes occurring within his own area. He is 
in constant communication with the chief and his duties 
include the looking after the latter's bullocks, horses and 
camels, collecting fines and tracking and apprehending 
criminals or sending for persons who are required by the 
chief. In Jhal, there are about twenty-five of such ndzos, 
including one who is in charge of the cultivated areas on the 
south side of the Gaji-Lak, 'llis., Karang, Tibri and Mochro. 
The ndio is assisted by a certain number of sowars who are 
appointed by the chief and who are mounted on the chiePs 
horses, and a kotwdl whom he himself appoin~. The so wars 
take orders to a distance and help in the general administra
tion and in the collection of rents whilst the llotwdl goes 
on errands, takes messages, .and has to supply water at 
the stands for the chiers animals." 

Among other Baloch tribes all important cases relating to 
tribal usage come up before theji·rgas, the influence ofthe local 
headmen being confined to the settlement of petty disputes. 

In the areas held by the Brahuis, the jdgirddrs decide 
petty cases of all kinds and the leading men among them 
leave representatives orjd nashins in charge of their estates 
during their absence in the summer. They are so numerous 
that a petty king. exists almost in every village, which .is 
revenue-free. The most important instances, where the 
jtiglrddrs exercise control, are of the Zahri chief at Gajan, 
the Iltazais at Kotra, and the Raisani and Shahwani chiefs 
in BaJa Nari, • 

* A plot of land especially selected by the chief for h•s own use, see 
page 158. 
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Th~ system on which the judicial work of the country is ]uo1cuL. 
<:arried on resembles that described in the SaraWtin 
Gasetteer, the basis being the tribal custom ( rawaj) and 
Muhammadan Law (sharla! ), and cases are decided either by 
compromise, by arbitration, by shar-iat or by Ji"rga. A code 
of rules has been framed and applied to the Khan's niahats 
which regulates the disposal of civil suits. The ja nashin 
has powers to decide cases up to R-;. 500 in value; the 
naib up to Rs. s,ooo; and the mustaufi up t.J Rs. Jo,ooo. 
Appeals from the orders of. these officials are heard by the 
Political Adviser, who also decides cases in which the value 
exceeds Rs. 1o,ooo. Appeals from the Political Adviser's 
orders lie to His Highness the Khan. The rate of court fee 
is 10 per cent. on the value of the claim. 

In the tribal areas, in civil cases, the Magassi chief 
receives one-eighth of the amount of a claim realised as his 
fees, while the Rind and the Shahwani chiefs levy 25 per 
cent. in their respective· territor,ies. In criminal cases 
decided by them, the chiefs retain the fines imposed, 

All criminal cases are referred to the Political Adviser for 
orders, and are decided by ji'rga, shariat or arbitration. 

The system of internal tribal control and the method of 
disposal of cases has been alre&.dy referred to. To co-ordi
nate this system with the general administration of the 
country, tribal thdn~s have been established at Dandor in 
BaJa Nari, paid from the Bolan Levy Service, and at Ganda
va, paid by the Khan. Both are directly under the Native 
Assistant, SarawaQ, and the instructions governing their 
duties issued in 1905 to the Political Adviser and the Native 
Assistant, Sarawan, have been referred to in the Sarawdn 
Gasetteer. * These than as hold local )i"rgas in "the same way 
as the thanas in the Sarawan country. 
~o statistics of the prevailing forms of crime are available, Prevalent 

but, compared with pre-British days, crime is said to be on crime. 
the decrease. The most common offences are cattle-lifting 
and theft. 

For the detection of crime, especially of theft, ordeal by 
water is !-till resorted to by the Baloch tribes, the usual 
places for the test being at Pir Lakha Jholi near Jhal and 
GahtM pool near Khari. 

• Appendix VI. 
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Much use i~ made of trackers (pairadhu), in the detection 
of such crime as theft and cattle-lifting, who are found every
wher~ in the district, and some of whom are very skilful. 
They are paid by re!>ults. In some _places they ~!so receive a 
share from the village grain heap. 

There are no arrangements for registration. l\Juch use is 

made of the Ktfsi's. In each of the niabats there is a Kasi 
paid by the State, to whom cases are referred, and there are 

also Kasis at Jhal and S~oran. maintained by the chiefs.· 
Casfs are also taken to the Kasis of Hamayun and Shahdad

pur in S~nd. The cases usually referred to Kasis are disputes 
relating to land or marriages ; and also to inheritance among 
the J ats. The Kasi's usual fee for writing out a decision and 
affixing his seal thereto (mohrana) is one rupee. The Kazz's 
in the niabals are usuan_. paid an allowance (waJi"b) in kind 

.and sometimes also in cao.;h from the State or receive a share 
in produce fror!l the village heap which is usually exempt 
from assessment. 

. The only parts of the country from which revenue is 
derived are the 5 nzabats under the Khan of Kalat, and the 
principal sc;>Urces of "revenue are the land revenue, octroi, the 

fees and fines levied in easel', and excise. Cattle-pound 
receipts and the poll tax (jisya) on HinCius 'ilso form part of 
the revenue. In July 1902, the admtnistration of these nzi:ibats 
was placed under the control of the Political Advil'er and 
it is only since that year that reliabl~ figures cf both 
revenue and expenditure are available. In 1904-5 the total 
receipts from all sources. am ··nted to Rs. 2,44,976, of 
which Lahri c~ntributed Rs. 39,348; Dadhar Rs. 52,574 ; 
Gandava Rs. 41,2g8;, Nasinibad Rs. 12,621; and Bhag 
Rs.' 99· 1:\5· The total expenditure for the calendar year 
1905 amounted to R.>. 54,266 of which Rs. 9,6g2 were 
expended in Lahri; Rs. 16,281 in Dadhar; Rs. '~~•3~4 in 
Gandava; Rs. :;,910 in Na!>lrabad, and Rs. 10,999 in 
Bhag. In addition to tht>se items, the Kalat State spends 

Rs. 9,2,fO an~ually in Kachhi, of which Rs. 7,200 are 
paid to the Rind and Magassi chiefs as their personal 

aliO'I)VaDCes, and Rs. 2,040 on account of the cost of 
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the thana at Gandava. The British Government has also FINANCE. 
granted levy services costing Rs. 121924 per· annum to the 
following tribe~: Dombkis Rs. 3'7• Kaheris Rs. 325, aQd 
UmrAnis Rs. 435 • p~r month each. The first two named are 
borne on the levy service of the Sibi District and the last 
named on ·the Bobin .Levy service. 

The earliest mention of a revenue assessment is that of 
Gandava by Chach, the ruler of Sind, about 635-636 A.D., 
when Gandava was attacked by Chach and the people agreed 
to pay him an annual tribute of to~.ooo dirams and 100 hill 
horses. According to the Ain-i-Akbari, Sibi, in the time of 
the Emperor Akbar, was one of the districts or mahals of the 
sarkdr of Bhakkar in the stiba of Multan and was required to 
pay IJ,81,930 dams and furnished a force of 500 cavalry and 
1,5oo foot. The extent of the country, included in Sibi at 
the time, is not exactly known, but it seems not improbable 
that a part, if not the whole, of the northern portion of the 
present district of Kachhi was comprised in the mahdl. In 
addition to this, among other. mahals of B.hakkar are men-
tioned the names of Fathpur and Khajanah, which may be 
identified with the present Fatehpur and·Gajan, places close 
to Gandava. These paid revenue both in cash and kind at 
477,R5q and 645 1 205 dams re!'pectively ~nd provided .zoo 
cavalry and 1,ooo foot each. After the sway of t~e Mugh!!.l 
E111perors declined, revenue was taken by the Kalhoras of 
Sind up to the y~ar 1740 and t:he latter appear to have 
maintained representatives in Kachhi, the prin~ipal of whom 
was located at Gandava. It may be as well to glance here 
at the history of that time.' The Brahuis had long cast longing 
eyes on the fat lands of the Kachhi plain, and we hear of 
frequent raids in the time of the earlier Khans. Mir Abdulla, 
the great aggrandizer of the Ahmadzai dynasty, fell fighting 
in one of the frequent raids at Jandrihar near Sanni. This 
was in I7Jo, and in 1740 his successor Mir Muhabbat, taking . 
advantage of Nadir Shah's visit to Sind, obtained the country 
from him in conpensation for the blood of Mir Abdulla and 

• E~<clusive of Rs. 72 on account of cost of 8 men employed in the 
Na.~[r!b!d ta.hsn nf th,.. ~ihi ni.::tr:,..t . 
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of the tribesmen ~ho had fallen with him. It 1s said that the 
whole valley of Dadhar was held by the Afghans and wa!> 
given direct as ajdgir by Nadir Shah to Sultan Qaim Kh:in, 
Shahwani, but' the latter subsequently gave parts of it to the 
Khans ofKalat as dbiuledari or presents made on the birth o( 

children of the Khans. The fact that in Dadhar are still to 
be found traces of some of the payments levied by the 
Afghans will be mentioned further on in an account of the· 
a!'sessmtmt of the niabat. Nir Abdulla and his successor 
Nasir· Khan I proceeded to ap-portion these lands. They 

• I I . 

took by far the largest share for themselves, but to the 
tribesmen" were giveri certain villages, and to these additions 
were mad~ from time to time for services rendered and for 
other reasons by later Khans. The grants to the tribesmen 
were~ however, made on the. distinct condition of service to 
be rendered. On each tribe was assessed a certain number 
of men-at-arms. This was known as gkam, .gkam llaski or 
laskllargi,i. ttach tribe then proceeded to d1vide the number 
of armed men, which it was bound to produce, amongst the 
various clans. These were again divided._ amongst the 
sections. 

Following "the distribution of armed men amongst 
the clans and sections, came the division of the lands 
which had been acquired in Kachhi. . The share of . each 
clan was proportionate to the number of armed men it 
had to produce, and the same system was followed in 
the case of each section. A special portion was set 
aside for the chief. It was understood that no individual 
should part with his share, and if a section happened to 
be reduced to such small numbers as to be unable to 
undertake the burden of armed men asse!-sed on it, a 
redistribution was made amongst the remaining sections of 
the clan. The lands are known as glzam lands and the system 

·is similar to the gkam-i-naullar assessment which prevail
ed under Afghan rule in Pishin. The possession of these 
lands is vested in the various sections of the tribe and cannot, 
except by mutual consent of all concerned, be alienated. 
The following statement shows, so far as can be ascertained, 
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the principal localities where gham lands are held by the LAN~ . .. 

Bnihui tribesmen :- RBVBNU&. 

Name of tribe. 

( 

I RaiHani 

I Shabwani 

j. Bangulzai 

1
1
. Muhammad 

~ Shahi 
!t <. 
S I Kurd 

en l Lahri 

1 Langav 

l 

Name of ghai Na~e of tribe., 
land. 

Name of ghar~z 
land. 

Mithri rzahri /Gajan. 

., Mengals Chhattar-Ph u I e J I Eri 

Chandhar 
(Deb B.{ran 

I 
Muhammad Pach (now confis 

Hasnis, in-1 caled). 

I eluding , 
. Harunis ' 

I B' • 
r/, i IZanJaU 

Takri • :91 
Hanbi (Tuk) ; I Musiani 

~ ~ jattak 
:~:I . Bagra (now 

enjoyed by ~ 1 Nlchari 
the Lang a v .:; . 

chiers family) I 

'Bashku and
1
a few 

other ,. illages in 
Bhag Nari. 

'Pathao 
IRahuja Jattak 

iRahujaJan Muham
mad (now confill
cated). 

I Pandrani 
~ ~ rSarparra IGoga·a ' 

i~ Zagar· Men- U.khti (partly 
1

1 Kambrari 
~ ~ < gals of\ sold to the 

~Rahuja Rahim Khan 
: (now confiscated). 
I 

:Kamal and Khanu
\ ka-.hahr). 

'5.. en I Nushki 1 Rind chief). j 
:.. .S 

1 

l' Summal3.ri 
;;., 'i l Roc en is Taj 

jWalyawa lands 
I near Mithri. 
I 

The s~bjeci of these as well as other jagfrs, whether held 
by tribesmen jointly or individually, will be further dealt 
with under jtigfrs. 

The land revenue system prese~ts an interesting survival 
of ancient native methods and is described at length in the 
succeeding part of this section. No material change has 
taken place in it, and no _systematic record of rights has 
ever been maoe. A commefl:Cement has been made, since 
1902, in putting matters on a sound footing in the Khan's 
nitihals, the administrat•on of which has been placed under 
the control of the Political Adviser'o His Highness the Khan. 
The improved system of administration now introduced is 
similar to that in vogue in t11e Mastung niahat and has been 
fully described in the Sarawdn Gasetteer. In the tribal areas, 
where the chiefs and .tribesmen levy revenue, there is, so to 
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say, no system at all, no accounts being kept by the revenue
takers. 

The custom with regard to land tenures varies in different 
parts of Kachhi, but the basis of the system is, with cer
tain modifications, the same through.->ut. ·The produce of 
the crops is di'vided between three groups, the revenue
takers, the proprietors of the land, and the occupiers. The 
taking of revenue, whicl:t is the right of the ruling power, is 
caUed battli or sarkdri in the niabals ,- in some of the 

·tribal areas it is known as bohtdri, and the latter term is also 
sometimes used for the proprietary right mentioned later on. 

The reven~e-takers may be again divided into three gro¥ps, 
the Khan of Kalcit, the Bnl.hui chiefs and tribesmen, and 
the Baloch chiefs. The Khan of Kahit is by far the largest 
revenue-recei~er in his miibats of Gandava, Nasinibad, Bhag, 
Lahri and Dadhar. The Baloch areas consist chiefly of 
ShOI an and J!tal, whilst the Brahuis hold large grants in 
Bala Nari and elsewhere.· Reference has been made above. 
to the history of early reve~ue collection and it has been · 
expldined how the lands were divided among the Brahuis 

. after Kachhi leU into the hands of the Khan of Kalat. 
It must here be noted that the Br4.hui tribesmen did not 

themselves cultivate. The land, as in 'the days of the 
Kalhoras, remained in the possession of the ancestral culti
vatOI:s; the Jats and the Brahuis simply took their share of 
the produce on the portion of lands distributed to each 
section. In course of time the Brahuis have bought ·up the 
proprietary right ·in some cases, and in other cases they have 
extended the c.ullivation beyond the lands ach~>tlly made over 
in lieu of men-at-arms, but the basis of the system still remains. 

Tne Baloch, we know, appeared in Kachhi about the 15th 
century and their position is some\\ hat different. In the first 
place, they are themselves cultivators and in some cases hold 
the proprietary right in the soil. Such are the Dombkis of 
Lahri; the Kaheris of Chhattar-Phuleji; the Mugheris and 
Butedis of the Bhag nidbat; the Jatois of Sanni and the 
Lasharis of Kotra, Khari, ~unara and Gajan. On the other 
hand, there are instances, such as those of the Rinds l'f Shoran 
and the Magassis of Jhal, where the tribal chiefs have, either 
by force or by lapse ·of time, acquired large shares not only in 
the taking of revenue but also in the proprietary right. The 
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proprietllry right is one which it is always in the interest of LAND 
• REVENUE. th~ overlords to conceal, and great care and discrimmatioo 

has to be used in deciding whether that right has J.apsed or not. 
The:! right to the revenue is the first claim on the cultivator's 

grain-heap, and it is not generally till after the revenue-taker 
has received his share of the produce and the cesses which 
are known a!' habuht:it, lawdsimat or raszlm that the proprietor 
of the land and the tenant proceed to distribution. 

The right of the proprietorship in the soil is genera!ly known 
either as sa..,, athog, samm-ul-ard, haq-ul-ard, topa or kaq-i 
topa, samfndan, milkiyat-i-sam vr milkiyat-i-saminddri. The 
three first names are those in common use, the remaining 
are tho~e generally found in documents. It consists of 

·a share of produce which might vary from one-thirlieth 
to one-seventh. But generally it. is one-eighth. Hence 
comes the wNd athog, which appears to have been 
introduced from Sind. The right of sam or athog carries 
with it full powers of alienation· by sale, mortgage or 
otherwise. This right was n0 doubt in former days entirely, 
and is still very largely, held by the J ats, who form the • 
cultivating communities of the countr} under the al'babs and 
raises. As already ~aid, the proprietary right· has in many 
cases .been transferred or obta1ned ·by force by the 
Baloch, and in some cases also by the 6rahuis. · Thus 
the Dombkis and Mugheris are the proprietors of the soil 
round Lahri and in jatal Khan near Bhag, respec•ively; 
the Kaheris similarly claim to hold the proprietary right in· 
Chhattar-Phult~ji, while the· Magassi chiefsolely claims the 
right within his tribal jurisdiction. In other .niahats of the 
Khan, the proprie1ary right is chiefly held by thejats. In BaJa 
Nari and •he Bolan Lands it is held chiefly by the Brahuis, 
but instances are found in these localities as well as in other 
parts "f the distnct where it has been made over to the Jats 
and others for reclaiming waste land. 

Now the proprietor of the soil, in former days at any rate, 
frequently found himself in possession of more lands than he 
could pos-ibly work. In the grellt flat plain in K~chhi, the 
con~truction of earthen embankments on the lands for i;riga
tion purpo~es is a sine qua non. Therefore it frequently 
happens that the proprietors make over rhe1r lands to other 
cullivalors who are called dhatiluir, r4hak or lath band tenants 
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The general custom with regard to them is that they con 
tinue their lien on land so long as the gandha or dam, in the 
construction of which they took part, remains. In other 
cases, where there are no large dams, their lien ceases with 
the breaking of the embankments of fields constructed by 
them so as to preclude cultivation for want of irrigation. 
Such a· tenant, during the term of his tenure, has power to 
mortgage his share of produce, but cannot alienate the 
land in any way except that, when at the time of the floods he 
finds the irrigated land more than he can take up himself, he 
may sublet a portion of it to another for one crop either for a 
fixed' sum of money, or a share in the produce varying from 
one-fourth to one-half of the net produce left after the pay
ment of revenue and athog. The system is called tagai, rt{j or 
res. Such a tenant is known as rdhak or shikmiin the Nasir
abad niabat, and his lien ceases to exist after the raising of the 
crop sown by him. In Gandava,. sometimes a lathband tenant 
enters into an agreement under which he retains the lien on 
land f(\r a fixed term not exceeding 10 or 12 years, during 
which he pays rent at one-thirtieth of the produce to the 
proprietor. In the K han'l! area, some of the lathband tenants 
have obtained"their lands from the proprietors and remained 
iii occupancy for generations without interference, btft their 
lien on land is not recognised by the proprietors as of a 
permanent kind. The landlords have no right to raise the 
share first settled as rent between them and the lathband 
or dbtidkar tenants. Another form of tenancy, in vogue 
among th.:: Jatois "or Sanni, is that in which a tenant enters 
into an agreement with a landlord, reclaims a piece of waste 
land and acquires a lien in a land for a number of years, 
usually not exceeding seven years. during which he pays 
rent which is increased every year. Thus during the first 
y:!ar he pays one-seventh, which rises to one-third in the 
fifth year;and continues at the same rate till the seventh year, 
aJter which the tenant is liable to ejectment. Mention may 
be made of the tenant called hatlztiin, a labourer engaged by 
well-to-do cultivators to help them in their agricultural 
work. He has no lien on the land," but takes a loan from his 
employer and receives one-third or one-fourth of the net 
produce and also food and clothing, but cannot throw up the 
work till he has paid his debt. 
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Finally may be mentioned the system called kulla or kulla 
sharlki under which the owner of land and water, not himself 
possessing a pair of oxen, asks another to join him in the 
work of cultivation with his one ox or a pair of oxen. The 
owner of one ox: receives under this system one-fourth of the 
produce. 

In irrigated lands, the tenants, as a rule, are tenants-at-will, 
and as such, where engaged by proprietors, are liable to 
ejectment after raising the crop sown by them. In Khari 
and Kur.ara, under a system known as pero or bkung, the 
owner of water irrigates and cultivates the land of another for 
a single crop. The landlord, in such a case, either receives a 
lump sum in cash or a share in produce, usually one-sixteenth, 
on account of rent of his land. It is customary, however, in 
Khari that the owner of land becomes a tenant of the owner 
of water, receiving one-fourth of the produce. After the 
raising of the crop, the mutual agreement ceases to exist." 

Unirrigated lands are everywhere permanently divided 
down to the individual. Irrigated lands are also divided at 
Khari in Gandava, but in other parts of the district, water is 
divided and the land is held in common and i!i parcelled out 
according to the shares in water for each crop. The only 
cases of periodical distribution of irrigable land or its produce 
on a different principle from the one referred to•above 
are by the Rahejas at ·Sibri in Dadhar, the Tumpanis of 
Kunara and the Kumbechis of Kumbi near Kotra. At 
Sibri, a portion of the irrigable land called pakri is. 
alienable by the individual holders, and has been set apart. 
The remaining land called krmuini, which is the common 
property of the Rahejas, and, as such, is not alienable by 
individuals, is divided into three equal parts held by the 
Sahakani, Shehakani, and Baddazai sections respectively. 
Each section cultivates the land of its own share jointly 
and the produce is divided equally among all male 
members (mardan sari) of the respective sections, each share 
being known as kamtin. 'Prior to the division of land, the 
principal Raheja headman receives four bels or two skabdnas 
of water on account of his dasta,. (turban or chiefship) for his 
sole benefit, in addition to his ordinary ·share, while the 
other motubars or leading men get an extra share each for 
their motabarship. At Kunara that portion of irrigable land 
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which is not subject to periodical di.,tribution, although 
paymg revenue, is called z"rzdm and is alienable by the respec
tive holders. The remaining portion is divided among m,les 
at the time of sowing each crop. A share is also allottt?d for 
the funeral expenses of such men as have died tn the preced
ing year. To eac 1 share a bel or 12 hours' flow of water is 
then allotted, and water-supply is divided into the total numher 
of bels thus arrived at and cultivation is dune in groups by 
several persons jointly who divide the produce among them
selves according to their shares. Such lands, as a rule, are 
not alienable by individual holders. At K.umbi the Kumhechis, 
a section of the Lasharis, cultivate their lands jointly and 
divide the produce among all male members of the section. 

The responsi:-.ilities of the arbdhs and raises in Kachhi are 
large and multifarious, and a good dt?al of w.>rk falls on their 
shoulders in· connection with the cultivation of the lands, 
specially at the time of constructing dams (gandlzas) in 
rivers, and in the collection of revenue. Their apr~ntments 
in the Khan's nidbats are usually made by the Khan and are 
hereditnry, except in case of unfitness. The system of their 
remuneration is based almost on a uniform principle and each 
individual holder is paid according to the responsibility which 
devolves upon him. · "I hus in each village or tract cultivated 
by Jdts, there are sep trate ralses f,)r each section of Jats, and 
their remuneration takes the form of either a small revenue
fr~e grant (mudfi) in favour of the arbdb or rals C••n,·erned, or 
an allowance in kind on every cror. The payme.;';:s are called 
wdjib and consist of the it~:ms known as arbdbi for. the arbdb 
and ralsi for the rais. Sometimes both are combined in one, 
i.e., an arbdiJ rna} ai!to hold the right of raisi, while one person 
may hold several raises. In the Gandava nidbtd, Ganda va 
proper h«S five raises. four of whom are paid at 55 luisas ~ach, 
while the fifth, who is employed for the seri or crown Lnds at 
Gandava, is paid at I khar-<»ar and 55 kdsas ; Pach has 
four raises, each paid at 12~ /iasas; Rahuja Jan Muhammad 
has one ra{s and Fatehpur has t -~·o, each at 55 kasas; Rahuja 
Rahi n Khan has one rals paid at 37t kasas; Zorgarh has 
one paid at on~ kharwar and 55 ktisas; Kotra ·belonging 
to the Khan has two raises, each paid at 27! kasas ; the 
foregoing allowances are paid on wheat andjuar harvests. 
Lastly, there is one rais at Khari, the revenue of which place 
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is fixed, who is paid a fixed cash allowance of Rs. IZ ·on LAND· 

each of the two harvests, viz., wheat and jua;. In unirri- REVBNUB. 

gated lands in the Qqndava nia"at ti--e p-tyments are 
of thr~e kinds, viz., arhdbi, rafsi and dakoyari. There are 
several arbahs in the nidbat and each gets f of a Iuisa 
per li.harwar on two-thirds of t'1e amount realised as revenue. 
In the same manner the raisi cess is paid at 1 luua per 
li.karwar on two-•hirds of th~ amount collected as revenue, 
and there are sever .. ! raises who hold more tban one such 
cess in a village. The right of dahoyari is one of great. 
importauce and survives from old days. It is ~>aid to have 
be,n originally granted by way of inducement to the arbdbs, 
raises and others to bring waste land under cultivation. It is 
paid at two kasas per li.harwar in the same way as the a1'bdb( 
and ralsi. The rates of dako;•ari in other parts of the district 
vary from 1 to 2! kasas per kkarwar, and in some cases, such 
as in the Bolan Lands, it is levied t'n the total re,·enue collec-
tions Jt m~y be noted here that this is an important right in 
vogue in many places and is now claimed from the revenue-
takers in all cases in which it was .first granted for reclaiming 
the Wa!>te lands; in the majority, though not in all cases, 
the right to ddk~yari is held under written ·agreemtnts, and in 
such cao;es the raises or o•hers claim the proprietary rights of 
the lands reclaimed by them. Hence the right is known as 
the wag or rein of proprietorship by the cultivators. In the 
Na~(rabad niabat the allowances· in un;rrigated lands are 
simiiH to those in the Gandava niabat, except that an 
additional allowance is paid to the raises called haq-z'-farib. 
This is paid in sp~ci.tl cases C<'\ ered by written leases grant-
ed by the State on the autumn h ,rvest, after the battiiwork 
is completed, at the rate of five ktisas per farib of land. In 
Lahri and Dadhar the allow:;.nces to hetdmen are given in 
fix.<'d quantities in kind. In Bhag the arbtibs are paid 
!.imilarlv, but the ralses get •l J..asas per li.hr.~war from the 
revenue collectionc;. In the tribal areas the remuneration of· 
ralses, etc., appointed by the respective j'tiglrdars, is almC'Ist of 
the same kind as in the Khan's areas, the paym~:nt usu ... lly 
con,_i,.tingoffix.ed amounts in kind, called wtiji"b, on each crop. 

The assessment in different parts of the district is too 
elaborate and complicated to b'e described in general terms. 
The system differs in every area, it may almost be said in 

Character 
of asses.-
ment. 
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every village; that in vogue in irri_gated areas, again, di,ffer~ 

from that in,dry crop tracts. Each area, therefore, will be 
treated separately and a beginning will be made with the 
~han's nzabats. There are three systems of levying revenue, 
viz., batai or division of produce, appraisement of certain 
crops in cash (mold or mokhi) and fixed assessment (basta) 
wheth~r in cash or in kind. 

Batai is the commonest form of revenue both in irrigated 
and unirrigated lands, the grain-heap is sealed by a guard, 
known as tappodar, and the arrival of the nidbat official 
deputed for the purpose is awaited. The latter is accompa
nied by his following of sowars or• footmen, the Hindu 
weighmen.(dlzarwaz) and the treasurer (kardar or tahvfldar). 

,The .weighman now proceeds to divide the main heap into 
smaller. heaps of equal size (khori) according to the rate of 
revenue. Thus if one-sixth is to be taken, six heaps are 
made. . An extra heap of a smaller size, known as vzch-ki
kkori, is at the, same time set apart for the payment,. of cesses 
and the wages of village servants. 

The irrigated lands in the Gandava niabat, for purposes of 
assessment, are of three kinds, viz., (1) rayati or those in 
which the land and water are held by a proprietary body of 
peasants .who only pay revenue to the Khan; (2) seri or 
crown lands jn which the Khan holds the proprietary rights 
and is himself the revenue-~aker; and (3) those the posses
sion. of which has devolved on the Khan 'from his relatives 
the lltazais and belonging to either of the above two kinds. 

In the first kind of land the rate of revenue is one-third. 
In crown lands the Khan supplies seed but recovers it from 
the produce and assesses the balance left 3t three-fourths. 
In the. third kind, viz., lands inherited by the Khan from re~a
tives, the.Iand is· again sub-divided into two kinds, viz., 
seri in which the holdin~; belongs to the Khart in proprietary 
right and rayati in which the cultivators are the pro
prietors themselves. In addition. to the ordinary share ,,f 
revenue, the State levies a number of cesses at varying 
rates, They were originally meant as the remuneration 
of the various officials of the Khan engaged in collec
tion of revenue, but are now appropriated by the Khan. 
Some of them are paid from the extra grain-heap set apart 
for the purpose; while others are paid from the cultivator's 
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FIXED ASSESSMENTS. 1 47 

The cesses on cotton, tobacco and bhang crops are calcu- LAND R~vB-

d 
NUB. 

lated by weight, a seer being substituted for a k sa. and a 

maund for a kkarwar or kkit. In addition to these, the 

village servants such as carpenters and bl:1.cksm•ths also 

receive payments from the cotton-heap, and their shares are 

liable to the payment of batrii at the rate current in the village 

concerned. 

The rate of batdz" on fodder is one-half in serz" lands and Batdi of rod

one-third on all other parts of the irrigated land. The cesses der 

are uniform everywhere 'and include two loads of j'uar stalks 

on account of a cess called munnz" and two loads of blzzesa on 

every muskt of water. 

The value of vegetable and poppy crops is fixed by Assessment 
on special 

appraisement, and one-third· of it is taken as revenue, and crop&. 

also a cess called takkt' ntfiht' at nine pies per rupee on the 

total value of the crop. The custom in sert' lands, however, 

with regard to vegetable crops is different. Thus iq the seri 
land situated in Zorgarh and Gandava, summer vegetables 

pay one-half; from the remaining one-half, one-eighth is paid 

on account of hohtart' or proprietary right, and nine ri"es per 

rupee on the total amount on account of 1£!-kkz" ntfz"bz". Vege-

tables grown in winter pay two-thirds of the total amount plus 

lakki naiht' and ho!ttart' at above rates from the remaining one-

third. Sugarcane pays three-fourths without any cess. t\t · 

Kotra both in the sert' and rayati lanJs, vegetables pay 

revenue at one-half besides cesses amo~nting to one and a 

half anna per rupee. 

In addition to the revenue paid in kind by division of pro-· Fixed 

d h assessment. 
duce, the irrigated lands in the 1)iabat pay an annual tixe cas Kalattg and 
assessment consisting of two items: kalangand moksali, which .monsali. 

are probably of very ancient origin. The latter (moksalz) was 

meant ~os a payment for the official who collected the revenue, 

but is now appropriated by the State. The amount paid by 

each village is proportionate to the amount of water and land 

attaC"hed to it, and is payable after the wheat harvest. The 



KACHHI. 

• LAND· REvE- following statement shows the ·amounts paid by different 
NUE, • 

villages : .. -

Name of Village. 

· Gandava 

Fatehpur and Kot Muhammad Shah 

RahUja Jan Muhammad 

RahUja' Rah{m Khan 

Rahtija Jattak 

Pach 

Kotra belonging to His Highne.ss the Khan 

Kbari 

Kalang.l Moluali. 

Rs. R~. 
I 

... : 200 0 0 

I ••• , 108 14 0 

! 
'"i 49 0 0 

'"i J8 0 0 

56 12 o .... 
! 

.,,' IOJ 0 o 

I 
... 1 26 0 0 

I . 
"', 69 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 12 0 

1 12 0 

2 0 0 

Revenue of At Khari, be5ides the amount of kalang, shown above, a 
Kbari village part ofthe irrigated holding called dakni (i.e., subject to 

penalty), has to pay a fixed revenue in kind locally known 

as.hokar at 8o kharwars 48i kdsas of wheat and a similar 

Other fixed 
payments in 

. somevillages 
on irrigated 
lands. 

U nirrigated 
lands. 

· quantity of fuar, and a further fixed annual payment of 

Rs. 16 in casa on account of what is called lath, a cess 

which is said to have been imposed by Mir Khudadad 

Khan as fine for the Joss of a mace which one of his mace-
• · bearers lost in the village, and the payment has ever since 

continued. 

The only other fixed payments are from the Lasharis of 

Pach, Rs. 16 per year, on account of what is called rasti.m 

naihi; and from the Saiads of Gandava who hold revenoe

free grants, rasum naihi'at 15 krisas of wheat and 15 krisas of 

jitar every year on the respective crops. 

In the dry crop areas attached to villages under perma

nent irrig~tion, the rate of revenue, except in Kotra, is one· 

fourth; and the following cesses are also levied: lawazima at 

si krisas and fhoti at 6 kasas each per. kharwar, paid from 

the common grain-heap;. darhdni at i of a topa, mir-de!t 



MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 149 

and sipaki-piada 3! topas each per kkaY'liJar, paid from the LAND REV-
ENUE, 

cultivator's share. At Kotra the rate of revenue is one-fifth and 

the cesses are, as follows, levied on every embanked field :

mttnni ndibi ( 8lulsas) ; piada ( 4 kdsas) ,· Jd-naskin ( 1 kdsa) ; 
bdgkbdn (r lulsa}; munski (I kasa) ,· darogka (1 kasa) ,· 
kdsagi, darbdni and kiraya oarbardan' {I kasa). In other 

estates, composed solely of dry crop areas, the rate 

of revenue varies from one-fifth to one-third. The cesses 

also vary, and include lawasima and jkoli paid from the 

common heap, and darhtini and mir-dek-stpaki paid from 

the cultivator's share. The lawasima is in some villages 

remitted (mutlf), but in others it varies from about 3 to 

6 kasas per kkarwar and the j'koli is also levied at the same 

rate. Darhani and mlr-dek-sipaki are paid at uni~orm rates 

off of a topa and 3t topas per kkarwar, respectively, In two 

villages, mfr·dek·szpaki is not levied while in one case the 

amount is not fixed. 

Round Gandava and Kotra, fodder is assessed at a uniform Fodder in 

rate of one-sixth, and in the remaining villages the rates vary unirrigated areas. 
from one-sixlh to one~twelfth, a cess called mzmni being 

levied in all cases at two loads. from every embanked field. 

In some villages the revenue on fodder is levied in cash at 8 

annas per embanked field and the cess of anki nai'hi at 9 pies 

per field. 

Lastly may be mentioned the various services called sursat Miscellane-

( · · f f · h f ous services. proviSIOn ree of cost o supphe.,;, sue as uel and fodder, to 

the Khan or his officials on their visit to the niabat or any 

village) ; and mekmani or entertainment charges levied only 

in some of the unirrigated villages on the Badra stream in 

cash varying from 9 annas to Rs. 5 and credited to the State. 

The only irrigated village in the Nasirabad nuibat is Naslrabad 
"idhat irri· 

Naushehra, in which revenue is levied at the same rates as in gated land. 

the raJ ali lands in the Gandava niabat. 

The unirrigated area is divided into three circles viz., Deb Unirrigated 

N aslrabad, Deh Jhok Gul Mahammad, and Deb Mirpur-wa- lands. 
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REVENUE RATES IN LAHRI. 

J:<oaaer is assessed at one-tenth in Deb Nasirabad and 
Deb Jhok Gul Muhammad and at one-sixth in Deb Mirpur. 
The revenue share is u .. ually appraised with the help of 
arbitrators from among the local cultivators and is converted 
into cash at the rate of 8 annas per bullock-load, an additional 
amount for the nai'b's cess being levied at one anna per load 
in the first named two tracts. 

In the Bhag niabat, which entirely consists of unirrigated 
land, revenue is levied by batdi at a uniform rate of one
fourth, and the cesses (kabUbdt) paid from the common 
heap, on every kkarwar of the tohl produce are :-lawdsima 
(31 kasas); jkoli (2f kdsas)·; "and tkukpartal {It kasas): total 
7l kdsas. The rate of lawasima, however, varies in some of 
the villages, it being roi kasas -in mauza Khokhar, 10! 
kdsas in mauza Babar and 7t kdsas in Shori. Fodder is 
assessed at one-eighth. 

In the Lahri mabat, revenue is levied in some pa·rts at one
third, and in oth~rs at one-fourth ; the only cess, which is 
paid from the common grain-heap, is the jkoli ndibi, the rate 
of which is 2! kdsas per kkarwar of the total produce. 
Fodder is assessed generally at the rate of one-sixth, which is 
appraised and converted into cash at 8 annas· per bullock
lo'ld. The Baloch cultivators, however, do not pay any 
share of fodder, 1 ut each cultivator is required to pay some 
reasonable amount in cash· on account of entertainment 
which forms part of revenue. In a few individual holdings 
revenue is levied at 11 reduced rate as a matter of concession 
to rersons of religious sanctity; and the cesses are also 
remitted : for instance, in Shahr Kazi, the kasi's own land is 
assessed at one-sixth wbile the Mian Sahib of Katpar pays 
one-ninth of the total produce. 

Revenue is levied by the Khan in Dajhar: by hattii or 
divisi"n of the prodt•ce, and basta or fixed assessrr.ent either 
in cash or kind or both. As will be presently explained, fixed 
assessment in both cases is in addition to the ordinary 
revenue paid by hatti.i. The prevailing rate of revenue is 
two-fifths of the total produce. The State also takes, as 
revenue, one-third of the earnings of the village servants 
an,l reapers, fr...,m whom the following assessments are 
levied : the tkuk partdl assessed on village servants; tniz." 
which is levied at the rate of one kdsa on every gkunj or 

LAND RI!V
BNUB. 
Fodder. 

Bhig ,.;aba .. 

Lahri rtidbat. 

Didhar ,.;a. 
bat. 
Irrigated 
lands. 
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on certain crops. Th.us on barley, cotton and indigo, the 
assessment is at one-third; the only cess on barley is j7wlt 
ntlibi at the usual rate ot two kasas per llharwdr on the total 
produce, which is also the only cess on sesame (til); the 
revenue on which is asse~sed at two-fifths; cotton pays on 
the total produce lawasima cess at 8! seers, jholi ndibi at 2 

seers, and bhani or wages for weighing at 1 seer per maund. 
The first two cesses are also levied on indigo, which further 
pays 1 of a seer for weighing (dharwai-wa-mirabi). . 

NUE. 

The rates, at which revenue on fodder is levied in villages Fodder.· 
subject to the assessm~nt of two-fifths of the produce, vary. 
Wheat and j11ar pay It bullock-loads of bhusa and stalks 
respectivel.t on every ./Ji"t of water ; one-third of all wheat cut 
green for fodder is also taken by the State as revenue, but 
green fodder of judr sown in spring" is appraised in cash. 
Ndr, i.e., grass, &c., in the field, after harvesting the crop 
of judr and cotton, pay· revenue at ! w1thout any cesses; 
and moth fodder is taxed at one-third plusjholi naibi at one-
thirtieth of the total produce. 

Variations of rates of revenue occur in a few villages. In Variations 
Of of rates of Barari, a village situated in Sara wan, but for purposes revenue in 

revenue collection admini,..tered by the Dadhar nidbat, the certain 
rate of reven~e is one-sixth without other cesses. Other two villages. 
villages, in which important variaticns occur, are Chhori and 
Mashkaf. The conditions preva1ling in each are shown in 
the following statement:-

Cesses, etc". 
Name of Name of Rate of 
village. crop. batdi. From common I From culti-

produce. . vator's share. 
I -----

c hhori •• .!wheat, .fud,. l I. La'llldsima at /if·nas hI n i, 1r 
and til. 5 kds-.s per Dat"'IJdni and 

khtJt"'IJdt'. Thappoddt'i , 
paid by guess 
generally 
about a lldsa 
per bit, 

2. JhoU •tiibi at 
2 .MstJS per 

I 
llhtJt''IIJaf'. 

3• Thull Saiad 

, _____ j (for State) 
paid by !'uess. 
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I 

! 
Name of 

l 
Name of 

village. 
I 

crop. 

I 
Barley 

Fodder:-

: 
: 

! 
I 

·I 

Rate of 
batiii, 

1 s 

BluuaanJ Exempt 
karab. from 

Mashkaf-
(a) On 9 out Wheat 
ofthe 1 ~ parts judr. 
into which the 
IJO bits 0 
water of the 
village are di-
vided, 

and 

Fodder:-

revenue. 

Bhtlsa ••. Fixed at 
100 Iran
gars (net
fuls). 

Karab ••. Joobullock 

Nti r of 
jutir. 

(6) On I part Wheat and 
out of the 12 jutir. 
parts. 

Til 

(c) On the re- Wheat 
maining 2 out jutir. 
of the 12 
parts. 

and 

loads. 
l 
1 
lr 

• Cesses, etc. 

From common I From culti-
produce., valor's share. 

Io JhoU ntiibi "t 
z /ufsa.r per 
khar~J~tir. 

1. Stidrti t Fixed 
at31J khiirwufrs 
out of whh:h 
the Khosa 
landlords get 
back mot 
amounting to 
10 khar?rllfrs 
and 2! Msa.r. 

a. Jd-nash{n, 
fixed at 2 

khar?rllfrs and 
7l kdsas. 

1. Kharch. at 6! 
lufsas per lthar
'lf!lir (as~igned 
tn Wadera Yar 
Khan .. Khosa) 

I. Kharch at ~ 
ktisas per khar
..,a,, 

1. Kharch at 6! 
lldsu per /lha7'
'ftldr (a~~ig-ned 
to Wadera 
Yar Khan). 

z. Jl•oli nriibi at 
2 lttisas per 
khaMIIdr( I litis a 
out of this as
signed to Wa
d Ira Yar 
Khan). 

3· Tokri at 2 
.·ids as per khar
man. 

it 
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Fixed assessment in irrig,ted land<> in Dadhar consists of 
~ever a I items known • as kalang, waslri rasum, malang, 
6ddslzdhi-llhdka, lakkari, ani! kdsagi. Except the last named, 
all are t·aid in cash. The two first named, viz., kalang and 
wasiri rasrlm, are levied in all villages subject to the revenue 

. <lf the Khan in addition to the ordinary revenue paid by 
hatdi. 

Ka!ang is payable annually on the wheat crop at a 
fixed rate of Rs. 2-4-4 on every bit of water, but a part of 
the MashkJf village pays a fixed annual a"sessment of. 
Rs. 181-11-o and the rest of it is exempt· from the kalang 
payment. 

LAND RBVB· 
NUE, 
Fixed assess
ment. 

Uasiri ra~um is levied on every bit of water at annas Wa6/ri 
rastf.,. 1-4 on both the wheat and jrJar crops, and is recovered 

annually at the wheat harvest along with kalang. It was 
originally imposed as an allowance for the Shahghasi or 
the Khan's minister, but was forfeited and appropriated to 
the State by Mlr Nasir Khan II. In Mashka£, wasir£ rasu;,, 
like the kala11g, is fixed at 'Rs. 48 per annum. Part of the 
two villages of Baghait and Dur Khan, viz., 57 bits in the 
former and 13 bits in the latter, are exempt from the payment 
of the wasiri raszlm. 

Malang i~ a fixed cash assessment on gardens. It Maltng-. 
amounts' to Rs 10 on ro brts of water owned in Baghait by 
Tlrath Rarn and Tillu Ram Hindus Besiaes which, revenue 
at two-thirds of the produce is also levied. And in the 
K!moi village, Bibi Fateh Khatun of Kotra pays Rs. 5 per 
annum on her 5 bi'ts of water which are, however, free 
from revenue. 

Bd lshdld-khtika is made up of two items: the first sig-nifies h4thNU 
a contribution for ent~rtain'ment of officials and is a relic of lllldja, 

the Afghan re,·enue !'y ... tem, while the second was instituted 
in the time of Mir Nasir Khan II, the Khan allowing a 
timdy suprly of water from .the Bolan river for the !'econd 
watering (khdkdwa) of the crops. The combined tax is now 
imrosed on those villages under permanent irrigati<'n in 
Deh Khahi, which are held injdgir by Brahuis and. others, 
who levy their own revenue. The total annual ass~ssment 
is Rs. 125-4 and is distributed over several villages as 
follows :-Naushehra, K'tahi, Saiad Bah~r Shah-ka-shahr, 
Rs. 64-15-o; Kot Saleh Muhammad, Rs. 14-2-6; Kot Azlm 



KACHH/. 

!;:;&·Rna.:. Khan, Rs. 2o-8-6; Khan Garb, Rs. 11-11-3; Ghausabad 
• Rs. 5-2-3 and Mlr Bagh Rs. 12-8-6. These villages, except 

Saiad B<ihar Shah's lands in his· own village which are 
exempt, pay to the Kha.n 1 kasa of grain per kharmar on the 
total produce, the payment being known as kasali. This. 
payment was formerly made t~ the Mull:izai family of Kalat. 
but was afterwards taken by the State. Each of the three 
villages ofGhulam Bolak, Chotai and Jalambani pay annually 
a fixed ao,sessment composed of 2i kharwdrs of wheat. 
and 5 seers of in~igo ; a cash payment called tllkkari of 
Rs. 76-10-8 is also made by each village as contribution 
towards the entertainment of officials and is the same as 
luidslzdki mentioned above. These three villages are also 
bound to supply. free of cost, a sufficient number of men 
to escort the Khan's horses going to .Mastung, Bhag, Lahri, 
Nas[rabad and Gandava. 

Unirrigated 
lands in Doi
dbar nidbat. 

Government 
or Crown 
lands. 

Crown lands 
ia Gandiva 
.i41Jat. 

In unirrigated land, the amount of which, however, is 
limited, being almost confined to Mashkaf, revenue is 
generally levied at the rate of one-fifth, anc' the following 
ces,.es are also recovered from the total produce : /awdsima 
71 kdsas and jholi ntiihi 2t kdsas each per kharwtir; tokri r 
kdsa on every threshing floor and parttil or assessment at 
the rate of one-third from the total earnings o( the village 
servants. Fodder is not asses:.ed to revenue, but one-thud 
of the nar or grass "extracted from the jztar fields is taken by 

··the State. 
Lands belonging in proprietary rights to the Khan are 

known as sark.dri as distinguished from the ravati or those 
held by the peasant proprietors. The history of the acquisi
tion of the Crown larids cannot be traced except in one 
i11stance, viz., the lands of Zorgarh in Gandava nidhat, whichp 
as the name 1m plies, were obtained by force by the ex-Kh,an; 
The Crown lands are confined to the irrigated area in 
the Gandava and Dadhar nidbats. In the former they are 
known as seri ~nd the princ1pal seris are situated in 
G~ndava, in the Khan's village of Kotra, and in Pach and 
Zorgarh. .Each seri tract represents a ctrtain amount of 
water from the stream irrigating the village, and has a 
proportionate amount of the common village land attached 
to it. The land is cultivated by tenants-at-will ; the rates 
of revenue, which include rent and also the cesses levied by 
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the Khan in the various lands, have been given above under 
an account of the revenue system of the Gandava niahat. 
In each irrigated village in the Gandava nidhat, the Khan 
has a right to have a specially selected plot of land (gavba) 
proportionate to the entire supply of irrigation water to the 
village, cultivated by forced labour, the Khan providing the 
seed. 

In the Dadhar niahat, crown lands are attached to the 
sources of water supply. They include two hits in Baghait; 
27 hits in Kamoi; 22 hits in Wahi Shah-Nawaz; and 10~ hits 
in Soni. The system of assessment and the rates of revenue. 
are those ordinarily in vogue in the irrigated lands of the 
mahat, except that the Khan recovers atkog or the pro
prietor's share at one-eighth or one-nin1 h of the total produce 
left over after payment of the ordinary revenue; but .when 
the seed is supplied by the State, the share of atkog is raised 
to one-fourth. I~ Soni, however, the right of cultivation is 
annually let out on a contract to tenants-at-will for a cash 
payment and they also pay, by hatdi, the ordinary revenue 
in kind. The realizations in 1903 amounted to Rs. 250. 

The Khan pos<;esses 25 bt"ts of water and land in Kamoi, of 
which 15 hits are cultivated by forced labour, the State 
supplying the seed and appropriating the total produce, 
while the remaining" ten hits are farmed out annually for a 
cash payment for the cultivation of vegetables on which no 
other revenue is levied. 

Water mills, their number, the places where they are 
situated and the system of their working, have been de
scribed in the section on Agriculture in chapter II. The 
only place where they are subjected to revenue is Dadhar, pos
sessing seven mills, which are annually le'ased by the State 
on a contract (ijara) which, in 1903, brought in Rs. 920. 

Large areas in Kachhi are held revenue-free (Jaglr), but 
no reliable record of them exists. They are scattered in 
\'arious parts of the district, and include both irrigated and 
unirrigated areas, by far the greater portion falling under· 
the latter head. Roughly, the grants are of two kinds and 
indude those held by tribal groups and classed as gkam 
already referred to, and those held by numerous individuals 
in different rarts of the country. A third class is that in 
which a portion of the revenue has been assigned to various 

1-~IID.lh:V
ENUE. 

Crown lands 
in Didbar 
rai4b•l. 

Water mills. 

Revenue
free grants 
orjdglrs. 
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Magassi 
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Unirrigated 
a~ea. 

Irrigated 
land. · 
Paojuk. 

KACHHI. 

people. Suchhnds a.-e known by the terms nisf amMn· 
or adh amhari (half revenue assignment) and chah4r am!JQ,· 
(tl'lree-f,,unh revenue assignment). 

On the quest1on of the right of resumption of revenue-free 
grants by the Khan, all thdt neeJ be said is that the late 
Colonel ·s1r Robert Sandeman, at the time of the Mastung 
settlement in 1876, committed him,elf to no guarantee th~t 
the Khan should 'maintain, in perpetuity, the revenue-free 
hol.tings. The grants are consequently subject to the usual 

condition'> of IJyalty a .• d good behaviour towards the Khan. 
Th~ (ullowi g is a brief account of the system of revenue 

and character of assessment prevailing in the most import
ant of the jagirs in Kachhi. 

In the .\lag tssi trib<Ll area of J hal, the chief is the pro
prietor of all lands, and the tenanto;, though they have been 
long 10 occupancy, have acquired no permanent or alien
able rights. 1 he fullowmg- account of the system of 
revenue prevalent in this area has been mainly extracted 

from .• note recorded by Mr. Hughes-Buller in 1903 :-
The rev~nue or 1at_!ler rent taken by the chief differs in 

rate f•om one-lourth to one:..halt of lhe produce. In addi
tion to the actual revenue which is takt:n both in grain and 
in fodder, certain cesses, raszim, are also levied, which 

amount t" 7~ kdsas per kharwdr. 
The ch•ef has also a right tc select for his sole use a plot 

·of )and undo::-r each water channel, known as the stfri. For 

this, h~ provides seed, and the land is cultivated by Ia hour 
supplied by the cult•vators or tenants and the chief appro
priates the whole proceeds, both grain and fodder. 

The Panjuk water is at pre,.ent divided into 48 hokris. 

The number of bokris is generally decided by the cult1vators 

in co~ference with tne ndib, but the distribution is said to 

be entirely arbitrary, and can be increased or dimini,hed 
as circumstances require. On th1s water, there is an assess

ment of 40 kka1"l1Jtirs, of which. 10 kharo;z,d.rs are known as 
ktisr1gi and 30 khar'liJdrs as kkarch. This is the first due 
to he taken on the grain-he..tps of the village and. is taken 
in shares proportionate to the amount of each grain-heap. 
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fhere is also a fixed assessment of Rs. 3-8 on each •bokri. LAND Ri!v

If the number of bolzri's are largely increased, this amount ENVB. 

is genPrally proportionately reduced. This cash payment is 

known as kalang. .... 
As soon as the.grain-heaps are ready in the deras. or the 

common threshing floors, the grain-heap is divided into six 
shares. Seri is then taken in the shape of a one-sixth 
share, The five remaining ~hares are then again amalga

mated into one heap and cess at the ·rate of 5 kasas per 
kkarwdr is taken from it. The cess having been t .. ken, two 

kasas per kkar1oar are set aside for the ville~ge carpenter and 
four kti.sas per kkarwar for the cultivator as his wages ·(tapa) 
for cutting the crop. Out of the carpenter's share, the chief 

takes a quarter for himself. One lapful per klzarwar is then 
set aside for the modi or money lender. Those cultivators, 

who allow this mduceinent to the modi, reap the advantage 
of being able to obtain goods from h1m at cash prices and 
loans without or at low interest. Out of the modz~s share 
two parts go to the landlord and three to the modi. 
The watcher c>n the threshing floor also gets a double 
handrul per kkarwar in addition to the heads of grain which 

he obtains at re2ping time.. Half a kasa, or two topas per 
kharwar, are then taken as dkarwai or wages for the mea
surer and added to the landlord's share. Two and-a-half 

mpas per kkarwar are next taken for the pirs known as 
piranj'a and also added to the landlord's share. Three topas 
for the landlord's pakkali or water-carrier come next and 

they are also credited to landlord's share. One and-a-half 
mpas per kkarwar for the mistri also go to the landlord s 
share. Two and-a-half topas for the sweepers also go to the 
landlord's share.. This is known as churanj'a: Half a topa 
per likarwar is taken for the mdkn' or tlte saintly person tvho 
prays for the destruction of the locusts, This also goes to 
th~~: landlord's share. A mhra or a nosebag-ful from the 
balance of the whole heap is then taken by the khalifa or the 
deputy anJ is also added to the landlord's share. The lar.d
lord's t:arJener (hdghhdn) then receives a handful or two, the 

• A water-diYide or channel. 
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streams. 

Revenue of 
Iltazais at 
Kotra. 
Irrigated 
land. 
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amount being indefinite. Also a double handful for the cook 
(borckt") of the guest-house. In Panjuk it is the custom for 
the chief to take one-third share of the straw. He also 
has ssven bets of water as his own, for which he supplies the 
seed, but which the cultivators are bound to cultivate for 
him. Much of the green crop from this land is given to the 
chief's horses, but in dividing the grain, the chief fir<>t takes 
.the amount of seed he used and three-fourths of the remain
der, the fourth share going ~o the cultivators ; the same i!' 
also the case with the straw. 

A(ter the different dues have been taken, the remainder of 
the heap is diviJed into five shares, of which. the landlord 
takes tWO and the cultivator three. Out of the cultivator's 
heap the kotwat or village watchman and the headquarter 
gate-keeper (darbtin) get a double handful per kharwar from. 
the produce. i'llaihi is also taken at r! kasas per kkarwar. 

Elsewhere, the rate of batai is generally two-fifths and the 
cesses . are the same as in unirrigated land; the chief gene
rally appropriates for each crop a small ponion of land (sen), 
supplies the seed and enjoys the entire produce, in the same 
way as the seri of dry crop areas. In the Kanhari stream 
the rate of batdi is two-thirds without any .cesses, but the 
chief gets a piece M land cultivated as seri. 

At Kotra and its neighbourhood, revenue is levied both in 
irrigated and unirrigated land by Iltazai jagirdars, viz., Mir 
Karam Khan, Bibi Fateh Khatun, and Mir Gauhar Khan. 
Each of the three Kotras held respectively by them possesses 
an equal amount of water supply which is sub-divided into a. 
number of khetrs, each khetr representing eighteen .hour~' 

flow of water with land attached to it. These klzetrs are ot 
two kinds, viz., rayati or those in which proprietary rights 
belong to the Lashari cultivators and stfri or those in which 
the jagfrdars combine the right of levying revenue with the 
proprietary right. In the stfri lands the jagfrdars supply 
seed, which is recovered before the division of the productl.. 
The revenue assessment is at one-third in the rayati an.! 
two-thirds in the seri lands. The cesses, paid to the jagirdar~ 
on every kketr on both kinds of land from the common grain-
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heap, are known as amhanza thukt, (3l~rkdsas);pUida(4 ktisas); 
ttdzbi (8~ kasas), (in rayati lands nazbi is paid from the cul
tivator's shafe ); tre-thuk (1 kasa) and thuk of Pir Sultan, Pir 
Chhatta and Pir Dastgir (one and-a-halt kasas); and lastly 
luisagi, which is a cess peculiar only to the rayati lands and is 

paid at 2~ kasas per kharwar of the total produce. In addi
tion to the revenue mentioned above, fixed annual cash assess
ment called kalang is also levied by the jtigirdtirs at the 
following rates: Kotra Mlr Karam Khan at R. 1-1-o per khetr 
amounting toRs. 18-1-o; Kotra Bibi Sahib R. 1-4-0 per khetr 
amounting to Rs. 25-o-o ; and Kotra Mlr Gauhar Khan 
R. 1-2-o per khetr amounting to Rs. 23-1o-o. Further 
may be mentioned the t111·o systems known as gavera 
and gahnga whereby the jdgErdars, in their respective villages, 
have a right to select the best plots at the time of sowing 
each crop, and to irrigate the same with the whole amount 
of water for three days and three nights in case of gdvtfra 
and two d tys and two nights in case of gahnga. The 
right in respect of the latter as to the amount of water to 
be used was in dispute in 1904 between the jdgirddrs and 
the Lasharis. ln gavera the cu!Livation is, as a rule, done 
by forced labour; the;dgirddrs supply the seed and enjoy 
the whole produce. For gahnga, however, temporary 

tenants ate engaged and the produce is, in tne first instance, 
assessed at two-thirds and the seed is al-o shared accord
ingly. From the remainder, which is left for the culti

vator, one-twelfth of the tot<tl produce is again paid to the 
jugfrddr. Gahnga land pays the same cesses as the seri lands 
described above. 

The uniuigated area is entirely. rayati and pays revenue at 
one-fifth plus the cesses in vogue in the irrigated rayati land, 
an embanked fielJ (hand) being the substitute for a khetr 
for purposes of calculation. 

At Kunara, Patri, and Laskani villages near Gandava, 
revenue is levied by the Mullazais of Surab, who are, at 
present (1907), in dispute among themselves with regard to 
their shares. The rate of assessment is one-fifLh in trrigated 

t Th141t. means a fixed contribution. 
II 
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and one-sixth in unirrigated lands and the cesses, which are 

similar in both cases, and are paid from the common heap, are 

kkarck 2 kdsas per kkarwar and the following per threshing 

floor (kkarman): pt"ddai (4 kdsas), kdrdari (1 kdsa) and Ja-na

skini paid by guess generally about a Msa; and, lastly, munni 

paid at 6 kdsas per kkarman from t.he cultivator's share. The 

assessment of fodder follows the rate of grain, but pays only 

one cess, viz., naukri at a bullock-load of fodder from every 

kkarman. 

In minor crops, such as mung, motk and til, the only 

fixed cess is kkarck at the rates given above ; all others 

are paid in small quantities by a guess, while there is no 
munni in such crops. As elsewhere, the Jagfrdars have a 

right to a small gavera cultivation in the irrigated land at 

Kunara. 

The importantjagfr of the Zahri tribe of Jhalawan lies at 

Gajan and its neighbourhood. The revenue is levied by the 

Zarrakzai chief, and is divided accord~ng to fixed shares 

among the various members of the tribe. A greater portion 

of the j'dglr, however, is held by the chief as his sardtiri 

right. T,he proprietary rights in the land belong to the local 

cultivators. The j'tigfrdtirs levy revenue uniformly on aU 

crops at one-third in irrigated and at one-fourth in 

unirrigated lands, but in· the latter when waste 1and is 

reclaimed, a reduced rate is fixed by mutual agreement and 

varies from one-eighth to one-fifth. In addition to the 

ordinary revenue paid by oatai, cash assessment (kalang) 

is le'\fied annuaUy at the rate of 6i annas on every shahtina 

of water. The total number of shahtinas is 242!, of which 2i 
held by raises are exempt from kalang, but pay the usual 

revenue by oatai. Of tbe 61 annas recovered on account of 

kalang-, 6 pies is the chiers right as the head of the tribe 

and was originally' meant for the cost of the flag (oairak) 

which he carried at the head of the Jhalawan division of 

the Brahui confederacy. The following statement shows 
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In fodder the rates follow those of grain in irrigated 
land, but in unirrigated land there is a uniform rate of one
sixth irrespective of the rate in grain. In either case, there 
are no cesses except the naibi, which is one bullock-load from 
each cultivator or group of cultivators jointly cultivating. 
In irrigated lands the naibi in green bar!ey and j'uar is a 
plot of these crops in every dahana or a unit of ten shabtinas 
of water. 

Besides the revenue and cesses mentioned above, the 
chief takes at harvest time from every dahdna one bullock
load (naibi fowal) of the harvested crop ; four kurdas or 
plots for £smbdro in the wheat crop ; while in j'uar he takes a 
bag of harvested ears as naibi bora and a man's load as 
£smbad. 

The chief enjoys also the gavera and seri in irrigated lands, 
and these are of the same nature as the gavera and seri of 
the lltazais in Kotra. In both cases the chief supplies seed ; 
he takes the total produce in gavera, whilst in seri the seed 
used is deduCted from the total produce and of the remain
der he ttkes seven-ninths and also the same cesses as are 
levied in other lands. 

He has also the right of obtaining supplies of fuel and 
grass, free of cost, at Kotra beth on his arrival in a1;1d 
departure from Kachhi. This is known as sursat. 

From the total revenue collections in wheat and fuar, the 
chief takes, as his special share, xo ktisas from every 
kharman, out of which he pays back to the cultivators Sf 
kasas for their wages (kokar) for the transport of his grain to 
water mills, and appropriates the balance himself for wanr 
or the cost of ropes for his horses. Again, in irrigated lands, 
the chief recovers 4t kasas on every slzabtina of water from 
the total revenue collections as a special personal grant 
(mawaftb) to enable him to pay his clerk and other men whom 
he considers deserving. The remainder of the amount real
ised as revenue is distributed among the tribesmen, including 
the .~ardar, according to shares.which are already fixed. 

The Rind tribesmen as well as the J atois of Sanni cultivate 
thetr lands themselves, but the Rind chief, Wadera Sardar 
Khan, who owns the greater portion of the land, levies 
revenue which, 'except in t~e case of some of the irrigated 
lands which will be presently described, also !ncludes rent. 
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In the unirrigated lands, the tenants-at-will provide the 
seed, which is deducted from the total produce. The 
revenue is levied on the balance, the general rate bdng two
fifths ; but in Mall and a few other villages the rate is 
one-fourth. A number of cesses, all d~bited to the common 
grain-heap, are also levied. Those forming part of the 
sarddr's revenue are klzarch sarkar (4 kasa1 per kharman, 
except in one village, Tunia Muhammad, where it is 4l kdsas) 

• ndibiand ralsi each I kdsa per kharman, but confined only 
to a few villages; jholi naz"bl, jholi ja-nashin, jholi darhdni, 
each about I kdsa per kharwar; thuk, 6! kdsas per 
kharman ,· and lastly deh kharch at 4 lldsas per llharwdr. The 
two last-named are confined only to Sianch and a lew other 
villages which do not pay the kharch-sarkdr ces~ mentioned 
above. 

The chief's share in fodder is one-sixth in juar and one
fourth in wheat, which latter is also the rate in other minor 
crops; and in each case a bullock-load or two is taken extra 
for ndibi on every field (band). Villages, paying one-fourth 
revenue in grain, pay one-eighth and in few cases also one-
sixth in fodder, juar being the only crop raised in them• 
Special mention may be made of the Lakhti v1llage, thejagir 
of the Zagar Mengals of Nuhski, which has been partly sold 
by the latter to the Rind chief. The proprietary rights in 
the land in this village are held by the local cultivators and the 
Rind chief only levies revenue in respect of his share at one-
fourth in grain and one-twelfth in fodd~r, the only .cesses 
being ndibi 2 kdsas per kharwdr and jlwli naibi and Jholi 
;a-ndshdn paid at about ri kdsas each per kharwar~ 

The 1rrigated lands, in which the Rind chief levies revenue, 
chiefly lie in the villages of Sh.>ran, Sianch, Isubani and Kalu 
l\l.•hesar and the system, in vogue in each, isbr1efty described 
below. 

LAND 
REVENUE. 

Unirri~ated 
lands. 

Fodder. 

Irrigated 
land. 

Of the two water channels at Shoran taken off from the Shorao. 

Sukhleji river and known as the Gahnga and Rodh, the 
former entirely belongs to the chief, who also holds a large 
proprietary share in the Rodh, but the rest of the Rodh 
belongs to others, who pay revenue to the chief. For the 
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lands watered by the Gahnga stream, the chief supplies the 
seed and recevies three-fourths of the produce in addition to 
a multitude of cesses all debited to the common grain-heap ; 
those forming part of the revenue amount in wheat to abo1:1t 
44 kdsas ; Rs. 18 worth of grain on every tiraki4f ; and one 
kdsa per kkarwar for maktai for supplying seed. In juar 
the cesses, besides maktaz~ amount only to about 27! kasas on 
every ti'raki. 

In the Rodh channel, the assessment is somewhat compli- • 
cated: The stream is divided into 17 wakis or half skabanas, 
of which 10 belong in proprietary right to the. chief . 

.For these lands the chief supplies the seed, and receives 
as revenue and rent two-thirds of the produce; also certain 

. . 
cesses which aggregate about 27£ kasas per waki, and mak~az· 
at I kasa per kkarwar. He also takes. one-sixth of the re
maining one-third and leaves five-sixths to the cultivators. 
Of the other 7 waki's, 3£ wakis pay revenue as follow :
In one of the wakz"s, known as seri waki, one-twelfth of the 
total produce in · the wheat crop is first set apart and is 
assessed at one-eighth plus two kdsas for certain cesses. 
The remaining eleven-twelfths pay one-third, In the remain
ing 2£ wakz"s, different assessments of one-ninth, one-sixth, 
one-fourth and one-third prevail; the cesses in all the 3£ wakis 
are similar to those in the sardar's own lands in the Rodb 
channel described above. 

At Sianch the Rind chief possesses the right (serzj of appro
priating the whole supply of water for each crop for .his two 
slzabdnas of land, he supplying seed a(}d receiving three-fourths 
of the total produce, besides 2 or 3 kasas of grain from every 
grain-heap. The local cultivators possess proprietary rights 
in all the. irrigated land, and, besides giving him the seri 
above referred to, pay revenue to the chief varying from 
one-eighth to two-fifths, and also cesses amounting to about 
1 1 i kasas per kkarman and four kasas per kkarwar. 

In the Isubani "village the irrigated lands, belonging to the 
Isubani, Godhri, Nakhezai, Kulloi and Azdi sections of the 

• A tirdhi represents a piece of land irrigated by one-sixth of the 
Gahnga channel. 
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Rind tribe, pay revenue to the chief at rates varying in 

different estates from one-fifth to one-eighth. The cesses in 

each case are fixed in a lump sum of 15 hlsas on each tkdo or 
tract irrigated by 12 be's or 6 shahdnas of water. In addi-
tion to taking revenue, the chief has also a seri in the village 
for which he supplies the seed, levies revenue at three 
fourths, and the cesses called mahttii ( 1 Iuisa per kharwdr) and 

darwani and Juirdari. 
The irrigated lands of the Kalu Mahesar village held by 

Ghulam Bolak Rinds, Buledis and Saiads pay revenue to 
the Rind d11ef at one-eighth of the produce and the· whole 

village also pays him cesses, which are fixed at 30! hlsas on 
each harvest. 

LAND 
REVENt;E. 

Kalu Mahe. 
sar. 

As already mentioned, large grants are held by Brahui ~d~hu~ 
J 6 .n an 

tribesmen in Bala Nari and the Bolan Lands. In the former Bala Niri 
and Bolio the principalJagirs are those held by the Raisanis, Shahwanis Lands. 

Bangulzais, Muh<~mmad Shahis, Kurds, Lahris, Sarparras, 
Rodenis and others, including Saiads of Dadhar, while in 
addition to these, there are several half-rev£nue (nisf amhari 
assignments to individual tribesmen, notably among the 
Lahris, Bangulzais, Raisal"!is, Rustamzais and Lasharis, 
originally granted for reclamation of waste land or other 
services. In several cases, transfers by sale have been also 
made by the original grantees. The usual rate of revenue in 
these estates is one-fifth of the produce, besides which cesses 
for payments to various officials are recovered. These 
include .z hlsas for nato, 2 hlsas for ja-n:zshin and f or 1 hlsa 
per kharwdr for kdrdar. The rate in fodder varies from 
one-eighth to one-ninth or one-tenth, while in Mirhri it is 
one-nineteenth, and in each case a bullock-load or so is 
taken extra from each cultivator for naib1: 

In the Bolan Lands,Jagin were originally granted to the Bo!anLands. 

Hasilkhcinzai, Hajizai and Chanravzai sections .of the Shab
wani tribe, and while for the most part these sections still 
hold the grants, in many cases transfers ·by sale or further 
grants from the Khan by sale or otherwise have taken place, 

and among the holders, other than those mentioned above, 
are now (1907) Hasni, Surizai, and Shahozai Sbahwanis; 
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Sahtakzais; Raisams ; Rustamzais; Badduzai aod Gardni 
Ban~ulzais; L:thris; Mugheris and Jatois, while some 
Hindus of Jalal Khan village have purchased from the Chan
ravzai Shahwanis their j'dgirdari rights in part of the Chhttar 
village. The rates of revenue vary from one-fifth to one-third 
for grain, while on fodder they vary from one-twelfth to 
one-fifth. A number of cesses are also levied by the revenue
takers from the common grain-heap and include naibivarying 
from It to 2 kdsas per kka1"11:dr; kkarck varying from l to 4 
kdsas per kkarwdr ;ja-nashini, piadai, munmpdi, and m{rdek 
each 1 kdsa per kkarwar. Revenue is also levied at the usual 
rates on amounts paid to village servants from the common 
grain-heap. 

In the Bhag niabat the principal holders of revenue-free 
grants are the Bizanjau Bnihuis, who hold several villages in 
Deh Mirpur Manjhuwali ; the Kambranis ; the Raisanis ; 
Lahris ; Langavs ; Magassis and Abras. The most import
ant are the half-revenue (nisf ambo.rz) assignments held by 

the Mugheris and BuJedis in the tract known as Buledkar, a 
few villages in the latter being also revenue-free ; and by the 

Umranis in the D"h Tambu. 
In the Dadhar niabat a local distinction is made between 

the Deh Khahi or that part of the Dadhar valley in which the 
Hasilkhanzai Shahwanis, descendants of Mir, otherwise 

known as Sultan Qaim Khan, held aJdgir from Nadir Shah; 
and the indm lands or assignments of revenue situated 
within the jurisdiction{)( the niabat proper. 

In the Deh Khahi, the jdgirdrlrs hold the proprietary 
rights in the land though the greater portion of it has. been 
sold to others by the original grantees. The principal 
holJers now are Sardar Yar Muhammad Khan Kurd, Sardar 
Bahadur Abdur Rashid Khan Shahwani, and Sher:in Gar
rani (all in Mir Bagh village); Khan Bahadur Mir Rasul 
Bakhsh Raisani (Ghausabad} ; Mlr Muhammad Hasan Khan, 
son of the late K. B. Mir Alia Dad Khan Tangizai (Khan
garb); the Raisani chief and the Tangizais (Kot Azim 
Khan); Mir Atta Muhammad Shahizai Mengal (Kot Saleh 
Muhammad) ; Saiads and Hindus of Dadhar (Saiad , Bahar 
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Shah-ka-Shahr) ; and Mir Ahmad Khan Hasilkh:inzai de
scendant of Mir Qaim Khan (Na~shera). In irrigated lands 
the jagirddr provides half of the seed, the other half is 
provided by the ra{s of the village and the rate of revenue is 
five-ninths, of which one-ninth is paid to the rafs. Additional 
cesses received by the jdg{rdtirs from the common grain-heap 
are :- kharch ambdr, 6 kasas per kharwar ; tappodari, 4 kdsas 
per kharman ; arhdhi andja-nasMni, each at 2 kasas per khar-
wdr, the latter two payable to the arhdq and ja-nashfn at the 
jdg{rddr's discretion; kasag£, 1 kdsa per kharwar; and lastly 
sddral, which is recovered in each village in proportion to the 
amount required for meeting the cash contribution (hddshahi 
kltaka) to the Khan already described in this section, and 
other sundry expenses such as the entertainment of State 
officials and the pay of the toho or the official appointed for 
the distribution of water.- Variations in the amount of cesses 
occur in the Ghausabad village, where the tappodtiri is 2 

kasas on a holding (mulk) or a kharman, while in Mir Bagh it 
is 1 kasa per kharman ; again neither of these two villages 
pays mumti; ar.d lastly Mir Bagh pays kharch amhar at 4 
kdsas per kharwdr. 

LAND REVR 
:NUE. 

In the unirrigated lands which are, however, very limited, Unirrigated 

the rate of revenue is one-fifth and the cesses are kasagi, 1 lands. 

kdsa p~r kharwdr; tappodar£, 1 to 2 kdsas per kharwar; 

kharch amhdr z to 5 kasas per kharwar; and mu1mi 2 

kdsas per kharman. The principal jdg{rdan _in unirrigated 
lands are Mir Ahmad Khan Hasilkhanzai Shahwani, and Mir 
Atta Muhammad Shahizai Mengal, the latter having 
acquired his lands by purchase. 

The principal tribes holding inam lands are the Raisani Indm lands. 

sardarklu!ls, Saiads of Dadhar, lltazais ofKotra and others, 
including Garrani Fangulzais and Hindus of Dadhar. A 
large part of the grants is held by Bibi Fateh Khatun of 
Kotra at Nighari Bibi Sharru; and by the Raisani sardtirkhils 
in Brahim Haran (Baru-ka-shahr and Sardar Ghaus Bakhsh-ka-
Shahr). The proprietary rights are held by the local cultiva-
tors. Revenue is levied at one-third; but in the case of 
fodder a fixed quantity is taken. The following statement 



KACHHI. 

LANo REVE· shows the cesses in kind and other payments in cash levied in 
NUE. these villages :-
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The grants in unirrigated lands lie mainly in MashkM and 
are enjoyed by the Chotais, Jalamba.nis, and Ghulam Bolaks 
of Dadhar; by certain Masudani Kurds of Dasht-i-be
Daulat ; and by the Raisani sardarkhels who hold some of 
the land half revenue-free (adk amban). The rate of revenue 



in the first case is one-fifth and in the second one-sixth, the LAND RnE
cesses being 3 and 2 kdsas per kkarwar respectively. 

The Dombki chiefofLahri holds ajag{r in the tracts known 
as Toghachi and Murad wah and levies revenue as follows:
From the total produce, .zl kdsas per kharwar are first set apart 
on account of a cess called ckuka and the remainder is divided 
into four equal shares, one of which is received by the chief, 
who also recovers his proprietary right (atkog) from the 
cultivator's three shares at the rate of one-tenth. Besides 
the abovej'dg{r, the Dombki chief enjoys half revenue assign-
ment (nisf ambdrz) in Khairwah, and three-fourths revenue 
assignment (ckakdrum amhari) from the Khan in certain other 
villages, the principal ones being Musa Babar, Mehrab, Jafar 
and Amirabad. He also holds nisf amoari (half revenue 
assignment) with the Iltazais in the village of Khaba. The 
Dombki chief further enjoys an assignment of one-tenth of 
the revenue levied by the Khan in lands held by the Dombki 
tribesmen in the following manner:-From the total produee 
•I kdsas per kharwar are taken out as ckuka and the 
remainder is divided into four equal parts, one of which 
is amalgamated with the ckuka and forms the total revenu~ 
share (amhdr). From the amhdr, the Dombki chief takes 
11 kdsas per khorwar on account of raisi and also one-tenth 
of the remainder. 

Of other assignments in the Lahri niabat, the following 
may be mentioned. The Wazirani Dombkis, under their 
headman Gul Muhammad, hold an assignment of one-tenth 
of revenue in some villages on the Lahri river below Cha
char ; and nzif ambdri in Mauza Khaba ; the Gohramzais hold 
one-third of revenue assignment in Theri, Tr6har, R6lu and 
other places; Ghulam Haidar Brahimapi has an assignment 
of one-seventh of the revenue collection of lands irrigated by 
the Daiwah ·branch of the Lahri river, and lastly Arbab 
Sheikh Muhammad has an assignment of one-sixth of amoar 
in Mauza Burra. · 

NUE. 

Revenue 
levied by the 
Dombki 
chief and 
others. 

Auign
ments to 
others in 
the Lahri 
nidlJat. 

In Chhattar and Phuleji, the Mengals of Nal and Wad in Mengal 
the Jhalawan country hold a large jag{r and levy revenue jtfg{rs in 

. . Chhattar-
at one Sixth of the produce from the Kahens, and one-fourth Phuleji. 
from the Ja ts. The only cess taken on the tot a). produce is 
j'koli, the amount of which varies; it is r! kdsas at Phuteji 
Hasan Khan; Jf kdsas in Phuleji Var Muhammad; 3 kdsas 



LAND REvE
NUE, 

KACHHI. 

in Tahirkot, and 2 to 3 kdsas in Chhattar, on every kltarwtir. 
The whole of the jdgfrdtiri rights at Chhattar have long been 
in dispute between the Mengals and the Kaheris. In March 
1901 Rai Sahib Diwan JamiM Rai, then Extra As.;istant 
Commissioner, Sibi, enquhed into these disputes. In the 
course ofthese enquiries, the Kaheris through their headman 
Muhammad Baka Khan put in a number of claims which, 
briefly, were a~ follows :-(a) lnam or exemption from batdt 
for· the lands watered by Nala Gode including minor water
cuts, except a few fields held by certain individuals ; (b) in 
the Koriwah lands intim for three klzitrs belonging to 
Muhammad Baka and his brothers and seven plots belonging 
to Gauhar Khan ; 1tisj ambtiri (half revenue assignments) on 
all other lands under this wak; and the claim of one-eleventh 
instead of one-sixth balti( on a waste piece of land ; (c) ex
Eomption from revenue of the dtihoyari lands which were 
formerly assessed at one-eleventh, as an exchange for the 
Kaheris rehnqutshing the nisf ambdri of the Koriwah lands; 
(d) in other lands a claim that certain bands should be 
assessed at one-eleventh and entire exemption from revenue 
of others, and (e) the right of the Kaheri headman to take a 
tobra or nose-bag of grain at 2 ktisas per kkarwtir before 
the battii and not after it, as disputed by the jtiglrddrs. 

The Mengals did not admit any of the above claims and 
a general answer given by them to all was that, all lands in 
Chhattar belonged to Meogaljtiglrdtirs and that the latter 
had a right to revenue at one-sixth from the Kaheris and 
at one-fourth from the Jamots, i.e., Jats, even though the 
latter's land& may be in possession of Kaheris, except in those 
cases in which the owners possessed deeds of exemption or 
of a reduced rate of revenue from the Mengal ftiflrdtirs. 
F~rther points in dispute related to (al the exercise of ctvil 
ancl criminal jurisdiction in Chhattar by the Men gals; (b) the 
levying, by tb,eftigirdtirs, of the cesses known as fholi naibi 
and kdrdari ; flzoli ja-naskini and piada ; and klzakaba or the 
payment of two loads of karbi "for the naib and the ktirdtir on 
land on which no fodder revenue is levied ; (c) the jagirdar's 
right to levy begar, i.e., the supply free of cost of water, fire
wood, and grass by Kaheri and jamot cultivators ; (d) the 
right of levying batai at -!; (e) the right to fines recovered in 
criminal cases; (j J one-fourth of the amount decreed and 
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recovered in civil suits ; (g) poll tax on Hindus (Jisya) ; (k) LAND REvE-
Nt:E. 

dalali or brokerage on bullocks purchased ; (z) fees on oil 
presses; (J) fees from butchers on each goat or sheep slaught-
ered ; (k) disposal of waste land, and unclaimed houses in 
villages; (l) cattl;!-pound receipts ; and (m) local taxes on 
trade, viz., sung and d!tar. 

Temporary arrangements were made by the Political Agent 
of Sibi, a naib tahsildar being deputed to prevent quarrels 
between the Mengals and the Kaheris and it was proposed 
that a specialJi"rga be appointed to decide the case. 

The dispute remained unsettled ani:l the proceeds of the 
lands under dispute were kept in deposit until 1907, when 
a compromise was effected between Sardar Shakar Khan 
Mengal in respect of his half share in the jdgirdari rights, 
and Muhammad Baka Khan, Kaheri. A translation of the· 
deed of compromise (razinama) dated the 31st of March 1907, 
is given in appendix II. The dispute relating to the remain
ing half of the jaigrdari rights belonging to Mir Wali 
Muhammad Khan is srill pending (1907). 

In conclusion, mention may be .made of the n£s.f amhari Jdtf{r at 
(half revenue assignment) held by the sons of the late Saiad Shahpur. 

Achhan Shah at Shahpur, partly with the Men gal j'aglrddrs 
and partly with the Khan of Kalat. 

In add1tion, to the land revenue described above, both the M1scELLA
Khan as well as the tribal chiefs derive reven•!e from a NEous 

REVENI.JES. 
variety of taxes. In the Khan's niahats the principal sources 
are the octroi, excise contracts, stamps, Jisya or poll tax on 
Hindus ; and hdd-i-kawai or fees and fines including receipts 
from cattle pounds. 

Octroi known as sung is levied on the local trade 
both on imports and exports "and in each nzahat tb.ere 
are different rates levied either in cash or in kind, the 
latter method being generally applied to grain. The right 
to collect octroi is usually let on a contract. The system 
of these contracts and the method of collection of the tax 
is a complex one. In the Gandava nidhat the tax is levied 
at different rates at Gandava, Kotia, Maulvi, ·Abad and 
Udhana. In the Bhag nidhat, octroi is levied at Bhag, Jhok 
Kasim Shah, and Kanda, and tire contract for each place is 
liold separately. In the Lahri nidhat the contract is known 
as chahdtra and separate contracts are given (1904) by the 

Octroi, 
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Khan and the Domki chief in their respective jurisdictions. 
In the same niahat the Khan gives a separate contract for 
the transit dues or muluiri to be levied on all imports coming 
from Shahpur and other villages along the Chhattar river 
and the contract for 1902 and 1903 was given to the 
panckayat of Chhattar for Rs. 1,6oo. Muhari is also levied 
in Gandava in addition to sttng, but is included in the 
same contract.. In Bhag, Nasirabad and Lahri it has been 
usual in the past to combine the octroi and excise contracts 
by selling them to one person. The contractors make 
their own arrangements for the collection of the taxes. 
In the Gandava niahat in 1 ;103, the tax was being col
lected by the niahat officials direct. 

The following statement shows the octroi receipts in 1906 
in the different niahats :.,.:__ · 

Dadhar 
Bbag 
Lahri 
Nasi rabid 
Gandava 

.... 

Total 

Rs. 
2,200 
6,975 
4o500 

385 
2,6oo 

Rs. 16,66o 

Intoxicants, leases for the sale of which are sold periodical
ly, include country spirits, opium, chars and bhang, the 
contract being known as gutta. Separate contracts are 
given for each of the five niahats, but as already stated, 
in'Bhag, Nasirabad, and Lahri the excise and octroi contracts 
are combined. Thes~ excise c~ntracts date from the time 
of Mir Mehrab Khan II (1816-7 to I8Jg), but were more 
rigotously enforced by Mir. Kudadad Khan as a source 
of income. The ordinary sources of the supply of opium 
and chars are Amritsar, and Raj an pur in the Dera Ghazi Khan 
District in the Punjab, but small quantities are also im
ported fr~m Sibi and Nasirabad, while in Lahri chars 
is 1mported also to a small extent from Katat and Afgllanis
tan (Ghazni). A small local cultivation of poppy tak<!s place 
at Gandava, Kotra, Khari and Jhal, and ~pium is manu
factured, the system being the same as described in the 
Sarawan Gazetteer. Hemp· (bhang) is produced locally at 
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Lahrt, Khari and Gandava anc$ an account of its cultivation MISCELLA

has been given in chapter II in the section on Agriculture. ;,~~~~Hs. 
No drugs are manufactured from it but the seeds are 
pounded, mixed in water and drunk. 

The licenses given for the sale of these intoxicants do not 
contain any conditions specifying the quality of the drug to be 
sold and other matters. The quantities to be kept by pri
vate persons are also not laid down. The Excise revenue in 
the five niabats during the ,·ear 1904-5 amounted to Rs. 4,ooo 
in Bhag; . Rs. 1,750 in Gandava; Rs. 1,875 in Dadhar; 
Rs. 650 in Nasirabad; Rs. 736-to-8 in Lahri; or a total of 
Rs. g,o11-10-8. The contracts were sold together in each of 
the niabatsexcept Dadhar where two contracts were separately 
given viz., Rs. 11325 for abkdri i.e. country spirits and Rs. 550 · 
for maskrat i. e., for opium, bhang and chars. 

The retail prices vary from 8 ann as to 12 annas per bottle 
of country liquor; 5 annas to 8 annas per tola of opium; 1 

to 3 ann as per tola of" chars ; and 2 to 8 ann as per seer 
of bhang. 

Outside the principal villages the rates are slightly higher. 
In th~ tribal areas the rates nearly approximate to those 
given above except in Bala Nari where liquor sells at about 
6 to 8 annas per bottle and in Jhal where it sells at R. 1-o-o 

to R. 1·4-o per bottle. 
Besides the distilleries in the tribal area which are mention

ed later, there are {1go6) five distilleries in tbe niabats viz., at 
Kotra in Gandava; Mirpur in Nasirabad ; Bhag; Lahri; and 
Dadhar. The manufacture and sale of country spirits are 
combined under a monopoly system and farmed, as already 
mentioned, to one person. The materials ordinarily used are 
molasses (gur) and kikar or baoul bark. When preparing for 
fermentation, 1 maund of gur is mixed with 8 to 10 seers of 
bark and two maunds of water, the wash being ready for use 
in 7 or 8 d:tys in summer and 10 to 15 days in winter. Fer
mentatton is done in earthen jars and four jars, containing the 
above materials, produce 30 seers_of chhak or liquor after the 
first di ... ttllation which is mixed with several spices and is 
again distilled, producing 20 seers of liquor called do-dtsha. 
The articles chiefly used for flavouring the liquor are aniseed ; 
orange peel ; cardamom ; saffron ; cumin ; rose leaves ; and 
lump sugar. Liquor rr.anufactured in Kachhi is also exported 

Distilleries of 
country 
spirits. 
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to the Jhalawan country and Kalat. No foreign liquors or 
spirits are imported into the district. 

The consumption of liquor is most common among the 
Hindus, but the Baloch and theJats, too, feel no compunction 
in its use. Among the Baloch, the use is, however, confined 
to the higher classes, but is more common among the Magas· 
sis, while among the Jats the lowest classes such as Dayas 
and Gagras are much addicted to it, and their. women also 
indulge in it. Opium is used only by the well-to-do, especial
ly those in advanced years, while the beverage made from 
bhang is frE?ely drunk by all classes, especially during the 
summer. In all important villages there are secluded places 
called aaira or the meeting place, where the chars smoking 
and hhmzg drinking fraternity assemble. 

An account of the court fees, the rates at which they are 
levied and the history of their: introduction, has been given 
in the Sarawan Gasetteer. The total receipts in the niabats 
during the year 1go6 amounted to Rs. 2,864 of which Da
dhar contributed Rs. 1,871 ; Bhag Rs. 572-8; Lahri Rs. 124; 
Nasirabad Rs. u-8; and Gandava Rs. 285. 

Indian rock salt is a rare commodity and only small 
quantities of it are imported from British terrii:ory for medi
cinal use. The salt in common use is produced in the tribal 
areas of the Rind and Zahri chiefs and an account of it 
is given further on. 

jis;•a, locally known as jeja, is the poll tax levied on Hindus 
.in the four towns of Gandava, Bhag, Lahri and Dadhar. The 
tax is confined only to those families who originally came 
and settled in these places, all subsequent comers being 
exempt. The total realizations in 1903 amounted to about 
Rs. go in Gandava ; Rs. sso in Bhag ; "Rs. 145 in Lahri ; and 
Rs. 63 in Dadhar. The tax is_ recovered through the muR.hi 
or headman in each village. 

Badi Ha1Vtii. Receipts on account of fines imposed in petty cases, indud-
ing cattle-pound receipts, are known as btitlz lzawai. An 

·account of the cattte-pounds is given in the section on Jails. 
The total receipts under the head btidi-hawai amounted, in 

1900, to Rs. 465 as follows :-Dadhar Rs. 203 ; Lahri Rs. 99; 
Bhag Rs. so; Nasirabad Rs. 46 and Gandava Rs. 67. 

The only tax on professions is that levied in the Bhag 
to\vn from the goldsmiths, the total amount of which is fixeJ 
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annually and distributed over the goldsmiths. fn 1903 it MISCELLANB 

realised Rs. 117. RBv~~~Es. 
In the tribal areas the chiefs levy imposts of several kinds Miscellane

and the principal of these are described below:-
The Magassi chief sells a contract for the manufacture 

and vend of country liquor in his territory. The revenue 
in a ye3:r amounts to about Rs. 1,400 and a further 
sum of Rs. 100 on the sale of bhang and opium. His other 
revenues include octroi (sung) with mukari (transit dues) about 
Rs. 4,ooo toRs. s,ooo ; slaughter fees (masbtlkz) in the town 
of Jhal which vary from Rs. 20 to Rs. 100; Jisya, or the 
Hindu poll tax, about Rs. 16o and his revenue on the 
manufacture of saltpetre at Panjuk abo~t Rs. so to Rs. 6o. 

ous revenues 
of the tribal 
chiefs. 
Magassi 
chief •. 

At Gajan the Zahri chief sells the following contracts:- Zahri chief. 
(i) octroi (sung) with dkar or a tax on the sale of merchandise 
between the local traders; (ii) excise contract; (iii) contract 
f01' the manufacture of salt ; (iv) manufacture of carbonate of 
soda; and (v) slaughter fees. ' 

The octroi and excise contracts are generally combined, 
and for the two years 1904 and 1905 were sold for Rs. 1,540. 
The contract for the manufacture of salt, an account 
of which has been given in chapter II in the section on 
Mines and Minerals, was sold in 1904 for Rs. 2oo and 12 
maunds of salt was also taken in kind. The contracts for 
the manufacture of carbonate of soda and for slaughter fees 
were sold (1904) for Rs. So and Rs. 30 respectively. In 
addition to these, the Zahri chief also recovers a small amount 
as jisya from certain Hindus of Gajan. 

The Rind chief of Shoran derives revenues from the Rind chief. 
following sources:- (r) excise contract which includes 
the monopoly for the manufacture and sale of liquor, 
opium, chars and snuff, and usually combines also the right 
to levy royalty on firewood imported and sold in the Shoran 
town. The contract for three years was sold in 1904 for 
Rs. 2,040; (2) the contract for sung and dkar; (3) ckungi 
or a tax paid by the Hindus on their retail trade ; ( 4) 
tinrki, a tax levied in the town of Shoran on all carts, 
and on loading and riding camels engaged on hire for 
transport; j ·the manufacture of carbonate of soda with-
in the Rind territory, of which one-eighth of the produce goes 
to the chief. The combined contract for Nos. 2, J, 4 and 5 

12 
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sold in l904 for a period of three years realised Rs. 3,o6o 
(6) mahszU-i-maweshi or dalali, a tax levied in the Shoran tow 
and the villages in its immediate neighbourhood on the sal 
of cattle at the following rates per head : goat and sheep on 
anna i camel 8 annas ; and cattle 4 annas. The tax is reco~ 
ered by the chief himself and the annual receipts amoun 
to about Rs. 40 ; (7) the sale of meat in the town of Shoran
total annual income about Rs. 100; (B) tax on b~icks mad 
.at Shonin, at one anna per thousand bricks ; (g) tax on th 
manufacture of salt amounting (1904) to Rs. 40 togethe 
with an additional payment of 12 maunds of salt in ·kind 
and (10) tax on the manufacture of saltpetre, the receipt 
from which atnounted ( 1904) to Rs. 30. 

The headmen of the Jato is of Sanni recover octroi (sung) fror 
the Hindus of Sanni through their panchdyat in a l~mp sur 
every year, the average income during the II years ending wit 
1904 being Rs. 6o. This is equally divided among the headmell 

Mlr Ahmad Khan Hasilkhanzai, Shahwani, and K. B. Mi 
Rasul Bakhsh Raisani, levy (xgo6) in their respectivejagirs 1 

the Dadhar niahat the taxes known as sung, dhar, and chutki o 
a tax on retail trade of the Hindus. Mir Ahmad Khan levies a 
Naushehra from the panchayat a lump sum of about Rs. 6o o 
Rs. 70. In the case of K. B. Rasul Bakhsh the actual collec 
tions are made over to him at Ghausabad, the tax being col 
lected by the local panchayat. 

The Raisani and Shahwani chiefs in Bala Nari deriv, 
revenue, the former at Mithri and the latter at Haji and Eri 
from excise and octroi contracts. The annual r~ceipts ar, 
approximately as follows :-

Mithri ••• 
Haji •... 
Eri 

·Excise. 

Rs. 450 
, JOO 

" 30 

Octroi. 

Rs. 750 
, Bsn 

" 400 

In addition to these, the Ji"zya tax from Hindus brought in 
in 1903, Rs. 19-5 at Mithri arid Rs. 12g-xo-3 at Haji and Eri 
The Shahwani,chief alsQ levies the following taxes at Haji :-

. (1) plri or a tax on the sale of vegetables usually let on l 

contract for about Rs. 30. per annum; (2) slaughter fee~ 
at 4 annas per sheep or goat and 8 annas per bullock ; anc 
(3} a tax of one anna and six pies respectively on each car 
and camel used for transport. 
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The Raisani chief divides the amounts realised on account MisCELLAN~-
ous 

of octroi, excise and Ji'sya among the leading men of his REVENuRs. 
section ; the receipts at Haji and Eri go to the Shahwani chief 
exclusively. 

The Dombki chief receives one-third of the excise revenue Dombki 

levied by the Khan in the Lahri n£abat from those villages chief. 

in which he takes land revenue jointly with the KM.n, but 
in villages in which the entire revenue is taken by the 
Dombki chief, the latter gives separate contrilcts. Sucl;t 
separate contracts are given at Toghachi, where the aver-
age excise revenue is about Rs. · 700 per year, and at 
Khaba, where Mlr Karam Khan, Iltazai, of Kotra anu the 
Dombki chief are joint revenue-holders; the excise receipts, 
which amount toRs. 50 or 6o a year, are divided equally 
between them. In addition to excise revenue, the Don'lbki 
chief gives a separate contract for octroi in respect of his 
one-third share of the sung of the Lahri town, and also in 
respect of the octroi levied in his £ndm villages. The con-
tract, in 1903, was sold for Rs. 2,250. 

As already mentioned in the preceding section, the whole Meneal 

question of jag;rdari rights in Chhattar between the Men gals }ngirddrs, 
1 • • • Kaheri head· 

and the Kaht:ns has long been m dtspute and a settlement has men and 

been made by Sardar Shakar Khan, Mengal, in respect of hi:. others. 

half share in Chhattar, with Muhammad Baka Khan, Kaheri. 
The principal sources of revenue other than ·land revenue are 
excise, octroi, and other minor taxes. The total excise 
revenue, to be divided among· the different shareholders, is 
about R~. 265 for Chhattar and the two Phulejis, and Rs. 30 
per annum for Shahpur, to be divided between the Mengal 
jagirdars and the Saiads of that place. The "Octroi receirts; 
which include sung and dhar, are realised as follows. The 
Mengals give a separate contract for their share, and in 1903 
this contract, which was sold for a term of four years, realised 
Rs. goo. The Kaheris sell their share separately, amounting 
annually to about Rs. 350 in Chhattar; Rs. 40 in Phuleji Yar 
Muhammad ; Rs. 25 in Phuleji Hasan KMn; and Rs. 30 in 
Tahir Kot. The minor taxes includ~ Ji'sya or jeja (poll tax on 
Hindus), a tax on sale of bullocks, cattle-pound receipts~ and 
fees on marriages of Hindus. Lastly; about Rs. 200 are realis-
ed every year on account of octroi receipts at Shahpur, which 
are divided between the Mengal jagirdars and the local Saiads. 
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There are no public works. The only buildings, that have 
been constructed since the improved system of administration 
was introduced, are in th~ Dadhar niahat and include the niabat 
office and houses for the Political Adviser and the Mustaufi 
completed in 1904·5 at a cost of Rs. 3,791, a school at Dadhar, 
apd two Pfltwarkkdnas at Nighari and Mashkcif, all main
tained from the State revenues. In former days the Khan 
had residences (il!lri) at Bhag and Gandava, but these are 
now partly used by the niabat officials. 

The levies employed in the district are partly maintained 
by the Kalat State and partly by the British Government. 
The former include the levies in charge of the thana at Gandava 
under the Native Assistant, Sarawan, of which the functions 
have been d~tailed in the section on Judicial, and the amla 
in the niabats under the Political Adviser to His Highoe~s 
the Khan. The strength (1904) of the thana in Gandava 
consisted of one thanadar, three sowars and one duffadar, and 
the monthly cost amounted to Rs. 170· 

In 1905 the detachments of the Khan's old army on its 
disbandment were replaced by a body of men called q,mla 
for the management of niabats, the maintenance of peace 
and order, the collection of revenue and supervision of 
crops. They are also employed to guard treasure and lock
ups. The strength and the monthly cost of the am/a in 
the different nzabats in 1905 are given in the following table :-
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sHg ... ... . .. I 2 5 24 I 284 
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The men are recruited from among the Brahuis, Baloch, 
Saiads, and J ats. The amla are not provided with arms by 
the State but use their own weapons. • 

Certain services have been granted by the British Govern
ment to the tribes to assist the chiefs in the management of 
their tribes and include the Dombki and Kaheri services at 
Lahri and Phuleji respectively, under the Deputy Commis
sioner, Sibi, and the Umrani service at Dandor (Nari) tluina 
under the Political Agent, Kalat, paid from the Bol:i.n Levy 
service. The strength and the monthly cost of these in 
1903-4 were as follows :-Lahri, 1 risaldar, 1 du§adar, 5 
sowars and 1 muharrir, cost Rs. 237 ; Phuleji, 1 risaldar, 
5 sowars and 1 muharrir, cost Rs. 170 ; and Nari 
(Dandor), 1 j'emaidr, 2 du/fadars, 16 sowars and 1 muharrir, 
cost Rs. 435· In addition to these, 4 sowa's of the 
Dombkis and 7 of the Kaheris are employed in the 
Sibi District on the railway line between Mithri and ]hat
pat, and in the Sibi thana ; and 8 footmen of the Umranis 
in the Nas!rabad tahsil. The total monthly expenditure 
on the different services amounts to Rs. 317 for Dombkis, 
Rs. 325 for Kaheris and Rs. 435 for Umranis. The latter 
excludes Rs. 72 on account of the cost of the footmen 
employed in the Nasirabad tahsil of the Sibi District. 

In former days there were no arrangements for the deten
r<on of prisoners and the punishment of imprisonment was 
seldom resorted to. Prisoners were handed over to the 
charge of the detachment of troops and released on payment 
of a fine or on furnishing respectable security. Under-trial 
prisoners were kept in wooden stocks (kath) in charge of a 
kotwal, who usually received some payment for his services 
from the prisoner on his release. The kath is still ( 1go6) 
used in the tribal areas where the chiefs exercise jurisdiction, 
and in all such cases, there are no arrangements for the sub
sistence of prisoners, who either get food for themselves 
or are fed on the charity of the inhabitants of the place. 

Since the impro~·ed system of administration has been 
introduced, a small prison or lock-up is attached to each 
of the five nidbats in which sentenced and under-trial pri
soners are kept. Long term priscners are also sent some
times to the 1\fastung jail. There is also a lock-up in 
each of the tluinas at Garidava and Nari. The prisoners get 
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]AILS food, etc., according to the scale laid down for jails in Britisn 
Baluchistan. 

Cattle- Ryference has been made to some of the cattle-pounds in 
pounds. the section on Miscellaneous Revenues. Each of the 

five nidbats possesses a cattle-pound called dhak and the 
receipts, which form part of the item of revenue called 
oadi hawai, are credited to the ni'abat revenues. These 
pounds are managed by the niabat officials and in addi
tion to fines, charges for feeding are also recovered. 
Besides the above, there are numerous cattle-pounds in the 
tribal" areas in which the jag{rdtirs levy fines. During the 
harvest, in all important villages, the J'dglrdars establish 
cattle-pounds near .cultivated tracts. The rates of fine vary 
from 4 annas to 8 annas for a camel or horse ; 2 to 4 a;'mas 
for a bullock; J to 2 annas for a donkey ; and 6 pies to 
·, anna for. a goat or a sheep. 

' EoucATION. Education was formerly non-existent. The people, with 

MEDICAL. 

the ·exception of the Saiads, kdsi's, and mullds, are wholly 
illiterate. Female education is still unk_nown. Some of the 
kasis, whQ have studied in Sind, know Muhammadan law 
and theology well, but the extent of.the education of others 
is limited to a smattering of Persian. The chiefs employ 
mullds for· conducting their 'correspondence. The mullas 
and kdsis hold classes (maktab) and teach boys the 
Koran, receiving occasional small payments from the parents 
in return. Similarly, Hindu boys have from old times received 
instruction in the"characters locally called Sindki akkar, and 
known in -the Punjab as landa, to enable them to keep 
their accounts. Their teachers are either the priests in 
charge of the dkarmsalas or one of the intelligent Hindu 
.shopkeepers, who receive occasional payments from the 
parents. 

In June 1906, three primary schools, maintained by the 
State, were opened at Dadhar, Bhag and Gandava. The 
total number of pupils in March 1907 was 150. 

The only medical institution in the district is the dispen
sary' at Dadhar. It is the first of its kind, and was opened 
by the Church Mission Society of Quetta, when in 1905 they 
made a beginning of Mission work in the State. The land 
for the dispensary was granted free by the Khan ; all other 
expense!: were met by the Society. The building, which 
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consists of an operating room, small ward for indoor patients MEDICAL. 

and a dispensary, cost about Rs. r,Soo. 
The staff move to Tlri in Mastung in the summer, but the 

Mission doctor \'isits Dadhar once or twice a month. During 
the first 8 months of the year 1905-6, 6,581 patients were 
treated and q.o minor and 12 major operations were per
formed. The Kalat State contemplates (1907) opening 
dispensaries at Bhag and Gandava. 

The principal diseases are malarial fever, pneumonia, Prevalent 
diseases. diseases of the digestive system, eye and skin disease, bron-

chitis, spleen, jaundice and hemorrhoids. Fevers (tap or kosa) 
generally prevail in summer between the months ofjuly and 
September and to a small extent in October, November and 
March. Owing to the great heat of Ka~hhi, cases of sun-
stroke or jhola frequently occur during the summer. On t~e 
whole, however, the general health of the district may be 
said to be good. Pneumonia is caused by exposure in the 
winter; and diseases of the digestive organs are mainly due 
to coarse food and impure water. Of eye diseases, cataract 
is most common, chiefly among old people. • 

The usual epidemics are small-pox (sltla or mata), measles Epidemics. 

(lakra kdkra or sohrak), and cholera (dakz). Small-pox and 
measl~s are fairly frequent, and are. often attended with 
considerable mortality among the children.· Small-pox is 
held in much dread by the people ; and the Hindus, as in 
other parts of India, regard it as the visitation of a goddess, 
a belief which is also shared by s?me of the indigenous 
.\I uhammadans. 

Owing to the dirty habits of the people, the hot climate of Cholera •. 

the district, and scarcity and impurity of the water supply, 
cholera has been a frequent visitor. During November 1839 
when the Bombay Column was returning from Afghanistan 
to Sind " that dreadful scourge, the cholera, made its 
appearance among them at Bhag. Dr. Forbes was the first 
victim, an officer much esteemed. From that moment the 
malady spread with frightful rapidity. In four marches they 
reached janiderah. It was then no longer possible to bury 
those who died. The jungle and the road were strewn 
with corpses. "• 

• "Dry Leaves from Young Egypt."' page 93· 
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The outbreaks which are remembered by the people are 
those·of 1873 and 1888 in the Lahri niahat; of 1878, 1886, 
1889 and 1894 in Dadhar; of 1885, which extended to 
Dadhar, Bagh Nari, Gandava and ]hal; of 1879 and 18g9 in 
Gandava; of 1891 in Shoran; of 1894 in Jhal; and of 1902 
in Bala Nari. All have caused great loss of life, but the 
most virulent outbreak was that of 1885, which first ap· 
peared in the month of May at Rindli in the Bolan and spread 
rapidly up the pass to Quetta and to the south of Jhal in 

. Kachhi. The mortality was heavy among the people, espe
cially the Hindus and the Khan's troops suffered great loss 
both at Bhag .and on their march back to Kalat as far as 
Khuzdar. In cholera, the people place implicit faith in 
saints and Saiads and it is common for the people to 
pass under a Saiad's arm to secure immunity from the 
disease. Segregation of patients is not resorted to, but 
the people avoid any village in which the epidemic may be 
prevalent. 

Vaccination is unknown. Round Lahri and Mithri the 
Government vaccinators from Sibi have in the past few 
years performed some operations, the statistics for which 
are not available. Inoculation, which is known as tukka, is . 
the only means of protection. The inoculators are the 
Saiads of Dadhar, Mastung and Kirani near Quetta; the 
Shehis of Robdar; and Ababakis of Mungachar, who visit 
the district during the winter or are sent for when small-pox 
breaks out in a locality. In the southern parts round Jhal 
and Gandava, inoculation is performed by S8.iads from Sind 
and by some of the J ats ; a few of the local Magassis have also 
learnt the process. The method of inoculation is described 
in the Sarawan Gaselteer. The inoculation tees vary from 
4 ans. to Rs. 10 for each operation, but in the majority of 
cases, are 8 ans. for a man and 4 ans. for a woman. 

The Yundni system of medicine is in vogue and here and 
there may b~ found· an ill-informed physician (kakim) whose 

· services are utilized in case of sickness. The well-to-do 
sometimes go for treatment-to kakims in Sind. In cases of 
cholera, the only remedy is a draught prepared of pet pkutra 
.(Plantago ovata), poppy seeds and nashu (basil} ; the juice of 
onions is also given freely and the clothes of the patient are 
soaked in water. Some of the Hindus use country liquor. 



SANITATION. 

In fever the usual remedy is a purgative_ of szna (Cassza 
angustijolia) or of decoction of the drugs known as gul 
hinafsha (Viola odorata), quince seeds, endive, ustakhudus 
(Lavand•~la stachos), pursan (Ehretia acuminata), jujube. 
fig, liquorice, har har (Terminalia chehula), citron and rose 
leaves. After the purgative, a beverage (sharhat) of binafsha 
is used for some days. In pneumonia (sumhak) the popular 
remedy is either bleeding, or wrapping the body in the fresh 
skin of a sheep or goat; or a plaster on the affected lung 
made either of gum or ak (Calotropis gigantea) leaves. 
Branding is don~ in delirious fever and in pneumonia and in 
cases of diseases of the digestive system and m spleen. For 
skin diseases and blood impurities a draught of either 
pati'chdk or dramdho is considered efficacious ; while f~r 
ulcers and wounds the drug called senhwar, sprinkled on the 
wound, has a healing effect. An ointment is generally made 
of sarson oil mixed "with sandur (red oxide of lead), camphor, 
sulphur, wax, ydrling and guni'sht. For cough, a compound 
of molasses (gur) and htirtang (Plantago major) is given. For 
jaundice (sardoi), the syrup of hinafsha (Viola odorata) or 
sandal wood is useful. For hemorrhoids, a purgative of some 
sort and subsequent use of pills made of hakdin (MeHa 
Asedarach), sat gz"lor (Tinospora crJrdifoli'a), almond oil, and 
grapes. In paralysis, pills made of garlic, honey, nutmeg, 
cinnamon, clove and kasttlri (Delphinium Brunonianum) are 
eaten. In jhola or sunstroke, which is usually fatal, a syrup 
of molasses and black pepper is given and water sprinkled 
over the patient. In addition to the above, medicinal drugs 
imported by the Brahuis which are described in the Sarawdn 
Gasetleer, are also used by the people. 

Sanitary arrangements are non-existent. The villages are 
dirty and litter and filth are allowed to remain in the houses 
and streets, and corpses of animals a{e thrown not far 
from places of habitation. The condition of the towns, such 
as BMg and Dadhar, is particularly unsanitary. The more 
well-to-do set apart a room in their houses for use as a 
privy, which is only cleaned at long intervals by the local 
cluiras. Since the establishment of nidhats, a few sweepers 
have been engaged for headquarter places. In 1907, 
they numbered 4 at Bhag, 1 at Lahri, 3 at Dadhar and 
1 in Nasirabad ( !\1irpur). 

MEDICAL. 
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Scarcity of good drinking water exists in all villages 
and towns, even in the largest. In places where there is no 
permanent irrigation, people generally obtain water for 
drinking from the pools in the river beds for a few months 
after the floods have ceased. Afterwards, shallow wells 
are dug in the river channel and lined with tamarisk branches, 
the water is raised by hand in open skins and poured 
into earthen vessels. Animals are watered from troughs 
made close to the mouth of the wells. A few tanks are 
to be found, the largest being situated :'It Kanda-Pahil. 
Round Jhal, there is a unique method of raising water 
from deep wells for drinking purposes. A slanting pole 
carrying a small pulley is set up to overhang the water of 
the well. A rope of the requisite length is then passed over 
the pulley and attached to a windlass. To the other end of 
the rope a leather bucket· is suspende~l. Two or more 
persons push the windlass round and wind up the leather 
bucket to the surface. 

The Survey· Department of the Government of India 
has prepared and published maps of the whole district 
on the scales of I 11 =2 miles, 1 11 =4 miles, I 11=8 miles and 
111=16 miies. 



CHAPTER IV. 

MINIATURE GAZETTEER. 

Bhag and Gandava ate the two towns of Kachhi in which MINIATURE 
GAZETTEER, 

it has long been the custom for the Khans of Kalat to reside 
in winter. An account ofGandava will be found further on in 
this chapter. Of late years, the town of Bhag has decreased 
in importance owing to the breaking of the Gadi dam and 
the consequent diversion of the flow of the Nari to the "'estern 
side of Kachhi. The dam has now, however, been repaired 
and the town may again flourish. It is situated in 29"3'N 
and 67"49' E. on a branch of the Nari at an elevation of 334 
feet and is about 14 miles from the Bellpat railway station. 
It is at present surrounded by bare plain. If, however, dam:. 
are thrown across the river, cultivation extends close up to 
the town. Much of the town is now in ruins, but there is a 
large central hazar running from north to south, as almost all 
the bazars in Kachhi do, and a' fair number of houses. The 
town is enclosed by a mud wall with remains of bastions at 
intervals, and there are six gates, four large and two small. 
The most conspicuous building is the Hindu dharmstila 
which was erected recently at considerable cost. On the 
west, are the buildings which are occupied by the Khan, now 
fallen into disrepair. They are of the usual rabbit-warren 
type consisting of an outer building with an inner courtyard 
surrounded by long lines of buildings with low doors in 
which the different families accompanying the Khan were 
located. Outside the townt on the south-wesl:, is a mauso-
leum known as Qubba-e-Shahidtin. The cen.tral dome has 
some pretensions to architectural 'beauty and is covered in 
u·hite plaster. Four domes at one time 'also adorned the 
four corners of the plinth on which the mausoleum stands. 
The mausoleum contains the graves of Mian Ghulam _Muh-
ammad, a native of Rohri in Sind, and his disciple named Haji 
Abdur Rahim. The story regarding it is as follows:-
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MINIATURE Mian Ghulcl.m Muhammad was the spiritual head (muTshid) 
GAZETTEER. of Zaman Shah, King of Kabul, and lived at the latter 

place. By the intrigues of Zaman Shah's waslT, Ghulam 
Muhammad lost his confidence with the King and fled from 
Kabul. The King sent his sowars, who killed him with his 
disciple near Bhag as a sorcerer and carried away their heads, 
which were recovered by the followers of the saint and 
buried at Bhag. 'The ~aint's followers also killed the 
Afghan sowars. 

On the south of the enclosure of this mausoleum, there are 
still to be seen the remains of two graves, where are said t<' 
be buried two European officers who died during the First 
Afghan war. The walls of a bungalow are still standing 
not far off. On the north-west of the town and opposite the 
Mir gate, is the mausoleum of Mustafa Khan, the brother .of 
Mir Mahmud Khan I and uncle of Mir Mehrab Khan II 
killed at Kalat in 1839· Mustafa Khan had much influence in 
Kachhi and was treacherously killed hy his brother Rahim 
Khan near Kotra. Both brothers now lie side bv side. The 
tomb is said to have been erected in 1224 H. (1809 A.D.) 
by Bibi Zainab, sister of Mir Mustafa Khan. An attendant, 
mujawar, maintained by the State, looks after the tomb, 
which is held in much respect by the people. 

Between the Mir g~te on the north of the town and the 
tomb of Mustafa Khan, is to be seen a single grave surround
ed by the four oblong erections indicating that it contains 
the human remains of four persons. It is here that are 
buried the Mustaufi Faqir Muhammad, his father, his son and 
the havildar who were killed by the orders of the Khan of 
of Kalcl.t in 1894· It was in consequence of these murders 
that Mir Khudadad Khan subsequently abdicated the masnad 
ofKalat and was succeeded by the present Khan. 

The population of Bhag (1903) consists of 3,635 souls of 
whom 47 5 are artisans such _as weavers, shoe-makers, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, etc., etc. Nearly one-third of the 
total population consists of Hindus. In the time of Mir 
Khudadad Khan, the town had about 1,6oo houses with a 
population of about 12,ooo souls. The place is now the 
headquarters of the Mustaufi for Bhag and Lahri and of the 
local niabat, possesses a primary school which is maintained 
by the Kalat State, and a post office. 
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Beside" its retail shops, some petty industries are also carried 
on. Gun-making, at one time, was an important industry, 
but it is now on the wane. There is a particular kind of clay l\hNIATURB 
four'ld in the vicinity which, though brown before being GAzETTEER. 
baked, turns wltite after being put through the kiln and 
pots, made from it, pick a good colour with lac (sealing 
wax). A single family has long been engaged in this in-
dustry and the coloured pots manufactured by them are very 
popular. One Gul Muhammad is now (rgoJ) the principal 
artisan, but he only makes to order. Snuff boxes and toys 
coloured with lac are also manufactured. There are a few 
dyers, and also some persons who cover hukka stems with 
gold and silver wire, an industry which is said to have been· 
introduced from Sind. Several goldsmiths make a living 
in Bhag. They obtain their dies from the Punjab, and 
no indigenous designs of jewellery aprear to be produced. 
The Hindus living in the town are mostlv engaged in the 
retail trade, but there are one or two large money-lenders. 

The present town of Bhag is about 300 years old, and takes 
its name from a grazier woman named Bhagwan, who came 
with her flocks from Dajal in the Dera Ghazi Klta.n District 
and settled here. Its former importance can be traced from 
the fact that the ndib o_f Bhag is still spoken of by the com
mon people as ·the nawab, and that the whole tract lying 
to the south and irrigated by the Nari is known as Bhag 
Nari. Formerly, it is said that the permanent flow of the 
Nari water, instead of being taken off as it now is at Sibi, 
w:1s used in Bha.g. 

The octroi and excise of the town are generally combined 
in one contract ana are farmed to a contractor, the total 
annual income amounting to about Rs. 5,000. 

For its water &upply, the town depends on the flood water 
of the Nari river \\ohich is arrested by a dam, and when the 
water dries, rtumerous wells are dug in the bed of the 
channel. 

In the town is one gun, formerly used by the Khan's gun
ners for the purpose of saluting. 'It is one of the four which 
were presented to the Khan of Kalat by General Jacob, and 
is marked XXIII, G.P. Hutchinson I8J8, Cossipore. Another 
old muzzle-loading gun is lying in the west side of. the 
town. 
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Dadhar or Dadar, which is the headquarters of the niabat 
of that name, 'ties at the eastern end of the Bolan Pass, 
about 35 miles north of Bhag, about 2 miles from Rindli and 
about 11 miles from the MushkM railway station. It is 
situated between 29" 291 N. and 67" 39' E., at an elevation 
of about 740 feet. It is almost surround!d by hills, the 
great range 5 miles to the westward, and low ranges to 
the north and south respectively running in an e'ast-north
east direction from it. In summer, when the prevailing 
southerly winds cease, the heat is excessive, the temperature 
rising sometimes to 120". The town is situated on 'a ·branch 
of the Bolan river, the marshy bed of which receives all 

· its drainage, and a few date-trees grow in the swamp. 
Close to the town, are gardens in which the pomegranate pre
ponderates. The population is about I,8JO, mostly Jats, 
but also some Saiads, and artisans, and about 50 families 
of Hindus. Dadhar has a "fair sized hazar, where Hindus 
carry on a brisk trade. There is also a primary school 
maintained by the Kalat · State, and the Church Mis
sionary Society have a hospital which is moved during th<! 
summer to Tiri in Mastung. The local manufactures in
clude shoes, saddlery, agricultural implements and a few 
guns and swords. 

The soil of the surrounding country is good, and irrigation 
water is abundant, and is obtained from the Bolan river. The 
crops raised include wheat, juar, cotton, til, melons and 
indigo, and vegetables are also grown. The ruins of the 
town of Gujrat, once the capital of the Baruzai Panni 
Afghans, are about 5 _'miles, and the famous shrine of Pir 
Dopasi lies about 6 mile~, to the west of Dadhar. 

In 1840, a British force was attacked at Dadhar by Nasir 
Khan II, but the assailants were beaten off. The grave-of 
Lieutenant Loveday, the British Resident at Kalat, who was 
murdered by the Brahui insurgents in I84o,.Iies about two 
miles from the town. A marble stone· is now (1907) being 
erected by H. H. the Khan over the grave. 

Gajan is situated between 28" 41' N. and 67" 261 E. about 
5 miles to the north-west of Gandava, and is the residence 
of the Zahri Chiet during the winter. The Dhori nullah, 
which passes through it from west to east, divides the village 
info two quarters, that o~- the north being known from the 
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people inhabiting it, as the Gajan of the Gajanis, and that on 
the south as the Gajan of the Lasharis. The co.untry, in 
which Gajan is situated, originally belonged to the Khan of 
Kaiat, and is said to have been conferred in jagir upon the 
present owners, the Zarrakzai, by Mir Nasir Khan I, as com
pensation for th; life of Mir Zarrak, who was killed in an 
expedition taken by the Khan against the Talpurs of Sind. 

The population of the village is about 172 families, mainly 
Lashari Baloch, Gajani Jats and Saiads, and including also 
+O families of Hindus who carry on the trade of the place and 
of the surrounding country, and about 40 families of artisans. 
About 3 miles north of Gajan are the beds of salt bearing 
earth where salt is manufactured by the Nunaris in the 
jurisdiction of the Zahri chief.· At present (1904) the annual 
output is about 4,8oo maunds. 

The greater part of the soil of the country is a mixture of 
clay and sand. Water 1or irrigation is drawn from the 
Sukleji river and is divided into 242i skahtinas; the principal 
hill-torrents, of which the flood water is used for llkushktiba 
cultivation, are the Gari, Chhattar, Lundi Kazi and Kand, all 
of which run from west to east. 

At about 3 miles to the north-east of the village, are two 
mounds called aft~r Dallu Rai, a Hindu ruler, the ruins of 
forts built by whom are 1\lso to be found in Pishin and Sibi. 
The principal shrines are those of Kazi Somail, Mandau Shah 
and 'Shah Murid. About three miles north of the village, is 
the Gahelav forest, the scene of one of the early fights be· 
tween the Rinds and Lasharis in the fifteenth century. In 
years of good rainfall, it forms an extensive pasture ground 
for the flocks of the neighbouring population; and carbonate 
o~ soda is manufactured from the ri'ghit plant that grows 
luxuriantly in it. . 

The Zarrakzai chieflevies duties on exports and imports at 
Gajan and certain taxes from the Hindu traders. 

Gandava (elevatio~ 321 feet), aiso written as Ganjaba or 
Ganjava, is situated near the mouth of the Mula Pass, between 
28°37' N. and 67"29' E. on a branch of the Mula stream It is 
about 40 miles from Nuttal station on the North-\Yestern 
Railway. The population consists of about 330 families, chiefly 
Jats, and includes 20 families of Saiads and uo families of 
Hindus. It has a considerable trade which is in tne hands of 
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the Hindus. The local manufactures include coarse cloth 
and shoes. The Kalat State maintains a primary school, for 
boys, opened in July 1go6. The town has 12 mosques and 
5 dkarmstilas. The nitihatestablishment consists (1907) of a 
mustaufi, a ntiih, a j'ti-naskln, a muhtisih, a sadhtishz", 7 
sowars ·and 25 footmen, while the thana has an establish
ment of a thtinadtir, a duffadar, a tracker, a clerk, and three 
sowars. In former days, the place was surrounded by a high 
wall, but this has now fallen into disrepair. The east side of 

·the town is inhabited by Hindus. In the centre is a bazar 
with the mam street running north to south, and on the west 
are the Khan's quarters which can hardly be called a palace, 
and which are occupied when His Highness visits Kachhi in 
winter. The Khan's quarters are a set of low, rambling 
buildings with a large inner court. Before entering this 
court, on the left, is a small .room containing a platform on 
which Mehrab Khan used to sit. On the north of the inner 
court-yard, whic~ was used for the Khan's harem, is a three
storied building containing a large inner hall and upper
rooms. To the north of this again on a raised platform is 
the metkhtina or wash-house. Gandava is a place of great 
antiquity, and is known to the historians as Kandabil, which 
is said to have been founded by the P~rsian King Bahman. 
An account of its history_ has been given in Chapter I ; the 
tomb, made of bricks, of Murad Ganja the ntiih of Nur 
Manammad Kalhora, IS still standing close to the south of 
the town of Gandava. It was this Murad Ganja, who opposed 
Mir Abdulla of Kalat at Jandrihar near Sanni in I7J0-3I· 

A conservancy· cess is levied on Hindus and an establish
ment kept up for sanitation. Hence the tO\\"n is one of the 
cleanest in Kachhi. On the south lies a large garden 
covering two or three acres containing mangoes, sweet lim"es, 
and other fruit trees. It was near this garden that in 1863 
Sherdil, the cousin of Mir Khudadad Khan, attempted the 
latter's assassination, but only succeeded in -wo1.1nding him. 
A general insurrection ensued; Sherdil Khan was declared 
ruler and Khudadad Khan retired to the Sind frontier. 
Khu~adad Khan re~ained the masnad in 1864. 

Haji (elevation 337 feet) lies in 29° •5' N., and 67° so' E., 
on the right bank of the Nari river about 16 miles north oi 
Bhag and about 7 miles from the Lind!>ay railway station. 
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It is named after Haji Muhammad Khan I the Shahwani MINIATURE 
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chief to whom it was first granted by Nas1r Khan I for· 
services rendered at Delhi. Haji is one of the largest 
villages in Bala Nari, possessing about 250 houses and 
is important as being the headquarters of the Shahwani 
chief who holds a jagir at the place ; and many Shahwam 
tribesmen spend the winter in the vicinity of the village in 
their black tents (giddn). The permanent inhabitants num-
ber 475, principally Jats and there are aiso some Hindus. 
The principal sections of the Jats are Mahesar, Sumra, Gola, 
Kori or weavers (6o) and mochis or shoe-makers (20 families). 
The Hindus carry on a good deal of trade. The Shahwani 
chief levies octroi both on imports and exports and also 
several other taxes including poll tax (;isya) on Hindus. and 
duty on sale of vegetables (pfri); there is also a distillery 
for country liquor. The local industries include country 
shoes and leather belts, and coarse cotton cloth, which are 

. made for local consumption and for sale in the neighbourhood. 
The village possesses 8 oil presses (1903) in which a good 
deal of sirell oil is pressed. Haji was formerly enclosed by 
a wall which is now in ruins. The dome of the principal 
mosque is conspicuous from a distance. Outside the town 
are the tombs of Haji Muhammad Khan and other Shah
wanis which possess some pretensions to architecture. The 
site of the great Gadi dam on which the cultivation of the 
whole of Bhag Nari depends is about 2! miles to the north • 
.\ large dam is also built in the Nari river at Haji for the 
local cultivation. The Nari tlltina (Dandor} levy post is about 
2 miles east of Haji. The water supply of the village is from 
the Nari river in the bed of which, when the flood water is 
dried up, wells are dug. 

] alal Khan village (elevation 327 feet) lies north-west of 
Bhag and abvut 21 miles from Shoran ·and is the chief viliage 
of the Mugh.!ris. It is enclosed by a mud wall and has about 
490 houses and a population of 2,860 persons, principally 
traders and artisans. The headman of the Mugheris is 
JVadba Jalal Khan after whom the village is named. It has 
a thriving bazar. The local manufactures include shoes, 
saddlery, coarse cotton cloth, and bed sheets, guns and 
swords. fVadera Jalal Khan levies octroi duty on imports and 
exports ; one-third of the proceeds is.retained by him and two-

lJ 
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thirds paid to the Khan. The village is the best known in the 
tract called Bult!dkar where the Buledis and the Mugheris 

. hold revenue-free grants from the Khan. A large cultivated 
area surrounds it. The village is situated on the left bank 
of the Bolan river, but the village lands also receive irriga
tion from a branch of the Nari river, named 1\'ala Ghaibi. 
The principal crop is Jiuir . 

.Jhal.-The town of Jhal, situated in 28°I7'N. and 67•27' E 
at an elevation of 348 feet above sea-level, was at one time 
enclosed in walls that now have been allowed to fall into 
decay. On the west the high miri of the chief, of four 
stories with its balconies and balustrades built in mud and 
brick, presents a somewhat imposing appearance. On the 
east is the Hindu quarter, and in the centre is one of the 
covered bazars commnn to this part of the country, the 
whole containing about 6o·shops. The inhabitants besides 
the BhtHani Magassis, the sardtirkkel, consist of Mirzani, 
Rawatani, Nindwani, Sobhani, Laskani, Girsar, Chandra
man, Banguhini, and several other sections of the Mag;.ssi 
tribe; and Channe, Daya, Kori (weavers), Kumbhar (pot
ters), Hajam (barbers), and Mochi (shoe-makers) Jats. They 
may be estimated at some z,ooo souls. On the south-east 
of the town stands a building which was formerly the chief's 
garden house, but owing to the drying up of the stream of 

" Garang near Kohero Kaiat, which irrigated ]hal and its 
surroundings, the garden has been destroyed and the garden 
house now stands bare and' bleak against the sky. The 
water supply, which was formerly obtained from open channels 
running from Garang to the town, has now to be brought on 
beasts of burden from a water channel situ'.l.ted about 21 · 
miles to the south of the town. ]hal has not always been the 
headquarters of the :vJagassis. It is alleged to have been 
the original settlement, but afterwards it was moved to a 
locality two or three n~iles we;,tward of the present site. 
Afterwards, he chiefs lived for some time at Khanpur near 
Kotra, and here the tombs of two of the chiefs are still to be 
seen. From Khanpur they again emigrated to the site of 

the present town. 
The r.ncient town' of Khan pur still exhibits marks of it

l>trength with its crenelated wall. Near the stte are 
situated the tombs of Bhut the second, a grandson 
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of BhUt F«qir, the founder of the• present Sardarkhel 
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among- the Magassis and of Gwahram who was related GAZETTEI!R. 

to the chief. The latter's tomb is the most imposing of 
all such places in Kachhi. It is now falling into decay, but 
was at one time a fine white edifice set out with light 
blue Multan tiles. The floor of the inner part, which contains 
the tomb , f Gwahram and his sister, is paved with similar 
tiles and the lower part of the walls with tiles bearing dark-
blue, light-blue and brown designs. The whole is surmount-· 
ed by a dome which was originally painted in light-green and 
brown and the whole of the inside is ornamented in the same 
colours. Round the building are eight recesses also fully 
painted. T.1e tiles used in the construction are similar to 
tilose now made at Multan anJ are said to have been 
made and burnt by workmen from that place. 

Kotra is a group of four villages, of which one belongs 
to His Highness the Khart and the other three to the lltazai 
13rahuis and are calleJ after leading persons as Kotra Mir 
Karam Khan, Kotra Bibt Fateh Khatun and -Kotra Mir 
Gauhar Khan. The villages lie on the main route· from 
Kachhi to Kalat via the Mula Bass. The population consists 
of about 200 families and comprises the lltazais; L:bhari 
Baloch ; about 2o families of Dinari Baloch and 15 families 
of Jats. The latter, besides cultivating land, work as weaveri 
and blacksmiths. There are 40 families of Hindus who 
carry on a brisk trade. The country round Kotra is cove"red 
with a growth of pipal, acacia, tamarisk and khabbar, 
at1d the place possesses a magnificent garden belonging 
to Mir Karam Khan in which mangoes preponderate. A 
Hindu, Lakhmi Chand, is now (1907) planting another 
garden. The soil is good and productive, but the area under 
permanent irri.:~ation does not exceed one-eighth of the total 
cultivation, the remainder depending on floods in the Mula 
ri\•er and minor hill torrents. There are two water mills 
in Kotra. The permanent source of water-stJpply is the Pir 
Chhatta spring, which is divided into four equal shares, each 
nf the iour villages possessing a share. The principal crops 
raised are wheat, barley, j'utir, moth and mung pulse, and 
/.:iring-, a fodder crop. Places of archreological interest 
are th~ three mounds, Lakhpur, Pehangar and Kauru, 
hcli~ved to be the ruins of olJ cities inhabited by three 



KACHHI. 

MINIATURE of the oldest sections of the Kachhi jats, viz., Channe. 
GAZETTEERe Wadhe and Manke who preceded the Rind Baloch. The 

principal shrines are those of Pir Chhatt1 about 6 miles to 
the west in the hills and of Gul Shah Barri and Pir Shah at 
Kotra. An annual fair is held at the first named shrine 
during the date harvest. Khari, an important village inha
bited by the Dinari section of the L~sh:iri Baloch, is about 
two miles to the north-west. In 1840, a British force 
encountered the Brahuis under Nasir Khan II in the hills 
near Kumbi about 8 miles t.J the west of Kotra. The 
Brahuis after a stubborn resistance were defeated with the 
loss of three hundred men, whilst Mir Bober Khan Musiani 
and seven other chiefs with 130 followers were taken 
prisoners. The Khan of Kalat levies octroi both on imports 
and exports at Kotra, where there is also a distillery for 
country liquor, for which a-contract is >Old by the Khan. · 

Lahri, which is the headquarters of· the Dombki chief 
and also of a nriih of the Khan, is an important town in the 
eastern part of Kachhi, ana is situated in 29" 101 N and 68• 
121 ~. at an elevation of 495 feet above sea-level. It lies on 
the main route from Sibi to Jacobabad, 35 miles from the 
former and 6g miles from the latter place. · The nearest 
railway stations are Bellpat, 23 miles, and Lindsay, 2o miles. 
The town is walled ; most of the huts are of mud, but the 
Dnrobki chief has built a large house of burnt bricks in lime, 
and a guest house. The mausoleum of Sardar Sohrab 
Khan, the grandfather of the p'resent chief, Mir Chakar Kha~a, 
is an imposing structure. The population is estimated at 
4,350 persons and. comprises the Dombki Baloch, Jats, 
Hindus, a~d artisans. The Hindus of Lahri are a flourish
ing community and carry on trjde with other towns in Ktchhi, 
also with Jacobabad, Sibi and the Marri-Bugti country. 
Octroi duty is levied on imports and exports. The local 

_ manufactures include coarse cotton doth, saddlery: shoes 
and belts. The soil is good, but the greater part of the culti
vation depends on the flood water. oflhe Lahri hill-torrent. 
Drinking water is obtained from wells. The principal crops · 
are JUd,., melons and wheat, and vegetables are also grown. 
The British Government maintains a levy _post (1 risaldar, 

1 duffadar, 5 scwars and 1 mulzarri1'); and there are ruins of 
an old bungalow close to the levy lines. 
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Mithri, the headquarters of the Raisani chief, lies on the :\IJNlATURB 

rrght bank of the Nari river, 13 miles south-east of Dadhar, GAzBTTEER. 
a' an eJe,·ation of 384 feet above sea-level·; the railway sta-
tion of the same name is about 3 miles distant. Its popula-
twn is about 150 houses of Raisani Brat:uis and Jats; there 
are also 366 Hindus. It has a small hazar where ordinary 
supplies in small quantities are obtainable. The Raisani 
chiel levio:s octroi on imports and exports. The principal 
sections of the Jats are Abra, Mahesar, Machhi, Dahir, Lan-
gah, Khand, Gola, Kalwar and Arain, others are Chakis or 
oil pressers. The village was formerly surrounded by a wall, 
which is now dilapidated. The village lands are divided into 
17i tluilas or parts held by various sections of the Raisani 
tribe and are cultivated by Jats. A large daqt (gandha) is 
thrown across the Nari at Mithri to divert the flood water 
from whichjuar, bdjri, mung, moth, wheat, barley, oilseed and 
.cotton crops are raised. 

The principal buildings are .those in whiclt the chief and the 
leading Raisanis live, the Sardar's guest house and a mosque. 
There is a distillery of country liHuor at Mithn which is 
farmed on a contract by the Raisani chief. There are 
( 1903) 8 oil pr csses, and the only industry is the coarse 
cotton cloth made by Koris. About two miles to the east 
of the place is a large cemetery containing the tomb of Haji 
Mulla Muhammad, grandfather ofthe present Raisani chipf, 
Sardar Sir Ghaus Bakhsh Khan, K.C.I.E. The principal 
sites of archreological interest are (1) Mirzapur or the ruins 
of an old town said to have been held by the Baruzais prior 
to 1740, when, on Kachhi being handed over to the Brahuis, 
th;! Haruzars transferreJ their headquarters to Sibi and the 
inhabitants founded the presen~ village of Mithri which was 
named after one Mitha, Daya ; and (z) Detke-ka-damb or 
the ruins of an old town said to have been burnt by Dula 
Darya Khan, son of Jam Nanda, Ruler of Sind. The water
supply of Mithri is obtained from the Nari river in the bed of 
which, after the flood water dries, wells are dug. 

Panjuk is situated between Gandava and Jhal, 10 miles 
south of the former place on the road to Urkana in Sind. 
It is the most important village, possessing irrigated land, in 
the northern part of the Magassi tribal country. The popula
tion consists ,of about 50 houses, chiefly Magassis of the 



MINIATURI!. 
GAzETTEER. 

198 KACHHI. 

Chandramau, IUMja, and BhuU.ni sections ; there are also 
J ats of the Burra, Sorangi, Bureja, J oya, S'uheja, Bukeja and 
Wadhe sections, and some artisans. There are also aboul 
20 shops of Hindus who carry on a good deal of local trade, 
especially in grain. The village has three mosques and a 
guest house maintained by Nawab Kaisar Khan. There i~ 
a considerable amount of cultivation. The proprietary rights 
belong to the Magassi chief, the] ats being his tenants-at-will. 

A large portion of the land is dependent on the flood water 
of the Mu~a river, to catch which a large dam is throwll 
across the bed of the river. The share of perennial water 
from the Mula river is one-fifth (panjuk), and hence the namE 
of the village. This water is said to have been given to thE 
Magassis by Mian Nur Muhammad, Kalhora, in the time ol 
the Magassi chief, Bhut Faqfr. The principal crops ;;..rejuar, 

. btljri, mung, moth, cotton and wheat. The village possesse~ 
two orchards, the principal fruit trees being pomegranate~ 

· and mangoes. Very excellent swords are manufactured it 
the village ; other industries inch.lde shoes and sword-sheaths, 
bedsteads (chtlrpais} and saltpetre. Country rifles are alsc 
repaired at Panjuk. 

• Sanni, the headquarters o,f the J atois, lies in 29" 9' N 
and 67" 34' E about 20 miles north-west of Bhag. It stand! 
on a hillock, at the foot of the hills separating Kachhi frorr 
the highlands of Baluchistan, and is noted for its sulphm 
mines situated about 12 miles to the south-west. It has ~ 
roofed bazar, and a domed mosque in the centre, and thE 
streets are well arranged and clean. The village, in 1904, 
contained aboli't 83 houses, comprising 35 families of Jatois. 
30 of Hindus, 6 of Loris, 2 of Mullas and roof artisans in· 
eluding 2 Hindu goldsmiths. The leading men of the J atoi! 
are A2fm Khan Bullani, Allah Bakhsh Jama.Iani, Yar Muha~
mad Perozani and Gauhar- Kha~ Katatizai, who are locallJ 
known as sardtlrs. Sanni has a fine 'forest, the principal treE 
being llandi, and the country is noted for camel breeding. 
The principal crops are wheat, barley, jutlr, sarshaf (Brassict 
campestris,) and pulses. Supplies are purchasable at all times. 
A ·path leads from Sanni to Kundatani in the Bolan Pass b) 
Pushtal; and to Narmuk over the Nagau hills are four path• 
viz., the Judusk, the Zagh-na-kasar, Hurro or Rod-na-kasar 
and Nalani. Some of the Jatois go to Lop in Narmuk in th1 
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Sara wan country during the summer. Permanent irrigation is 
brought from the hills to the west in an artificial channel 6 or 
7 miles long which is, however, constantly liable to be de
stroyed by floods. In addition to these, several flats are cul
tivated in Sar Sanni to the west of Sanni itself. The main 
stre •m is divided into 144 bets of water divided among the 
several sections of the Jato is, small shares being also held by 
the Saiads of Dadhar and of Kirani near Quetta, and also by 
the Lahri chief of Narmuk. The irrigated lands are held 
jointly and are divided at the time of cultivation. Sanni has 
the reputation of possessing the best and purest drinking 
water in Kachhi. 

Sanni is the jag{r or £ndm of the Jatois. The biggest 
graveyard in the country lies close to the village, and is said 
to contain over one hundred thousand graves.· 

The neighbourhood of Sanni is of considerable historical 
interest. The ruins of the old town of Khan pur, now known 
as Khanpur Kohna, which wa.s populated in the ime of the 
Kalhoras by Babi Dehpal and Parang Afghans, and Razi and 
Hadkri Jats, are situated in the Bolan lands about 6 miles 
north-east of Sanni. The main streets are still visible, and 
the rums of an old mosque built in lime are found in a half 
dilapidated condition. About two miles to the north· west of 
Khanpur Kohna, is the site of Jandrihar, where in 1730-31 
tock place the battle between the Kalhoras <~nd the Brahui; 
under Mlr Abdulla Khan, in which the latter was killed. 
The !>ite is now marked by a mosque surrounded by a garden 
called Mlr Bagh, which were constructed by Nasir Khan I in 
memory of his father (Mir Abdulla Khan), whose dead body. 
was never recovered from • the battlefield. The mosque is 
now in ruins and the garden neglected. Another place of 
archreological interest is the Chakar Mari, being the ruins of 
houses in which Mlr Chakar Rind is said to have lived, situ
ated about 5 mil<s south of Sanni. About two mHes south
west of the Chakar Mari,.is the Lund au forest, the scene of one 
of the raids made in the 15th century by the Lasharis under 
Ramen, son of Gwahram, against the Rinds under Miran, 
in which the Rinds were defeated with a loss of so men 
killed. Ramen was also killed • 

Shoran is .an important village about rs miles north of 
Gajan between 28" 52' Nand 67" 27' E. It is the headquarters 
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sists of mud huts, but the chief has built for himself a good 
house of burnt bricks. A portion of the hazar is roofed. 
Outside the town, is a quadrangle of mud buildings construct
ed by the JVadira for the use of his guests. The population 
numbers about 2Bo families and comprises l\lirozai and 
Siahpad Rinds, Jats, Khanazads, and Laulai Bult~dis. 

There are also about 8o families of Hindus engaged in trade, 
and 40 families of artisans and others. There are also a 
number of hamlets close to the village, the principal of which 
are Barijah (ro houses of Barijalisj, .Mir Taj Muhammad-ki
Garhi (48 houses of Jats and Khanazads), both to the south, 
and Sar Kandahar (30 houses of Mirozai, Hotanzai and Ghu
lam Bolak Rinds) on the north. The Rind chief levies octroi 
both on imports and exports, and also other taxes described 
in Chapter III; there is also a Gistillery for country liquor. 
The water supply is obtained from the Suk1eji river near 
Chari hill and brought in an artificial channel about 8 miles 
long. This main channel is divided into two equal parts 
called Gahnga and Rod. The Gahnga half share belongs 
to the JVadira and the produce is utilized for the expenses of 
his Malhi or kitchen for his guests. The Rod half share is 
divided into 17 "lVfiizis or 8} shahtinas held by the Mirozai 
and Hot.llnzai Rinds. On the main stream, there is a water 
mill belonging to the chief. The principal crops are wheat, 
juar and cotton. Near th~ village is a fine garden of mango 
trees. There are many shrines in the vicinity, the important 
ones being those of Shah Bukhari, Pir I...akha, Yatim Shah 
and Haft 'Vali, the last named being about 7 miles from 
Shoran. About two miles north of the town, is the cemetery of 
the Rinds, containing several mausoleums of the Rind sardar
kkels built in lime and showing some architectural skill, 
the finest being those of Wadtfra Imam Bakhsh and Mir Taj 
Muhammad Mirozai. To the south and west of the town, 
are the important forests of Majbhi and Darabi, both reserved 
by the chief. In the Chalwah branch of the SukJeji river, 
which flows past Shoran, is the Kachhrau spring, situated about 
three miles south-west of Shoran, now dry· but fawous, in 
Baloch legendary history, as being the place where the first of 
those raids, which resulted in the wars between the Rinds and 
the Lasharis, was committed by the latter on the camels of 
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Mir Chakar Rind, which were in charge of ajatcamel-grazier 
wom'an named Gohar. The Hari Sar pool, where the Hindus 
throw the ashes of their dead, is situated about 18 miles to 
th,e west in the Sukleji river which here flows through the 
hills. A track leads along the river bed to Kalat via Gazg. 
The salt beds, in the jurisdiction of the Rind chief, where 
earth-salt is manufactured by the Nunaris, are about 6 miles 
to· the south of Shoran. A small quantity of saltpetre is 
also manufactured. Coarse cloth is the oaly other industry. 
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APPENDIX I. 

ROUTE LIST. 

fThe route lists have no pretensions to be exhaustive. 
Distances, except when drawn from published route lists, are 
approximate only.] 

Stages. 

Sibi, R.S., L.P •• I 
T. and P. 0. 
Head-quarters 
of Sibi District. 

Mall, L. P. ... 

Theri ... ... 
Lahri, I.. P. ... 

Phuleji, L. P .... 

Chhattar 
Shahpur, L. P::: 

Jacobabad (in 
Sind), R. s., 
T. and P. 0., 
Head-quarters! 
of the Upper 
Sind Frontier' 
District. 

No. l-Sibi-Jacohrihdd Route. 

Inter• Total I 
mediate dist;ancesl 

distances an 
in miles. miles. 

... ... 

14 -14 

II zs 
10 35 

. 
16 51 

10 61 
lZ 73 

Jl 104 

I 

Accommodation 

I 
foa travellers. 

Oak Bungalow . 
z Serais, 

Civil officials" 
Rest-house. 

. 

. ..... 
Guest house, 

maintained by 
the Dombki 
chief. 

...... 

...... 
······ 

Political Rest-
house. 

RBIIAilKS. 

(a) A track leads to Mithri 
the headquarters of 
the Raisani Sardar. 

(b) A track to Khattan via 
Gazi, {12 miles), Lahri 
Nala (24 miles), Fateh 
Kumb (10 miles), and 
Khattan (IS miles). 

A Dombki village. 
Head-quarters of the Domb 

ki tribe. Tracks lead l'! 
Bellpat railway station (23 
miles), to Lindsay railway 
station (2c miles), and also 
paths to Dera Bugti (70 
miles) and to Kahan (68 
miles). · 

Tracks to Dera Bugti (6o 
miles), Nuttal (18 miles) 
and Bellpat (24 miles). 

Track to Nuttal (16 miles). 
Tracks lead to Temple Dera 

(zo miles), Nuttal (28 miles) 
Sui (87 miles) and to 
Khajuri (97 miles). 

:\'on.-R. S. • Railway Station. T. = Telegraph. 
P. 0. = Pest Office. L, P, = Levy Post. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

The total distance from Sibi to Jacobab<l.d is I04 miles. 
The track lies mostly_ over pat and affords easy going in 
ordinary weather, but becomes difficult and indeed impass
able after heavy rain. Mall lies within the Sibi tahsil, •and 
Shahpur, for purposes of political control, is included in the 
Naslrabad Sub-division. The intermediate stages lie in the 
Lahri niabat of Kalat, but the Political Agent, Sibi, exer
cises political control over the Dombki and Kaheri tribes. 
There are villages and banias' shops at each stage, and ordi
nary native provisions are obtainable in small quantities ; 
for larger quantities, previous notice should be given to the 
Political Agent, Sibi. Drinking water is obtained from 
wells and is good, except at Theri, where the water is 
brackish. The quantity obtainahle at each stage is, how
ever, limited. 
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No. 2 .-Jacobdbtid-Dadhar Route 'l.lia Kandt1 and Bhdg. 

Stages. 

Jacobabad (in 
Sind), H. S., 
T. and P. 0. 

Rojhin ••• 

Kanda 

Jhok Kasim or 
Makhan Bela, 

Haji 

1\lithri 

O;idhar 

mediate distances l inter-~ Total I 
~ista.nces in miles. 
tn mile~. 

11 II 

32 43 

16 59 

16 1'()0 

8 108 

IJ 121 

Accommodation 
for travellers. 

Politi£al Rest
bouse. 

REMARKS. 

The road is good except 
after heavy rain. Water is 
obtainable at Rojhan from 
wells. A small quantity of 
flour, grain, &c., can be 
obtained from two banias' 
shops. There is an alter
native route from here to 
Bbag via Barshori (32 
miles), Hashimkasbahr (zo 
miles) and Bhag(17 miles). 

The road is lair. Supplies 
are obtainable ; forage, 
fuel and camel forage 
abundant ; water from a 
tank also abundant. 

The route runs ctlong the 
Nari river. Supplies 
obtainable in moderate 
qu.tntities; forage abund
ant ; water is obtained 
from the Nari, but is scarce 
after I'ebruary or !\larch. 
The road is good. 

The route is good. Supplies' 
abundant. Water is obtain
able from the Nari river. 

The road is open and good. 
Supplies abundant. Water 
from pools in the bed of 
the Nari. 

The road is open and good 
except at places where the 
bed of the Nari has to be 
crossed. Water is got from 
pools in the bed of the 
Nari. Supplies obtainable 

The road is good and runs 
north-west across the open 
plain and then through the 
Bannh bills. Supplies ob
tainable. Water from irri 
gation channels is abund 
ant and good. 

I _________ • ___ __!_ ____ ____,:. ________ _ 

:":OTI!.-RojhAn is in the Nasirabad tahsil of the Sibi District. For supplies 
r.-quired on other stages for large parties, arrangements should he made , 
hrough the Political Agent, Kalat. 
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.No. J.-jacooaoad-Dadkar Route (via Gandava a~d Shoran). 

Stages. 
~~l:te Total 

distances distances 
in miles. in miles. 

Accommodation 
for travellers. REMARKS. 

----------+-----~--~~--------~-----------------
Jacobab!d (in 

Sind), R. S., 
T. and P. 0. 

Kanda ••• ••• 

Udana ... 

Gandava 

' Shoran ••• 

Sanni 

Naushera 

43 

. II 

20 

J8 

8 

43 

54 

68 

88 

III 

129 

137 

Political Rest
house. 

...•. ,. 

Vide route, 2, 

The road lies over a desert 
plain intersected by shallow 
watercourses and covered 
with low scrub. Supplies 
and fodder procurable 
Water bad anci scarce. 

Road goes over a plain with 
low grass jungle and 
patches of cultivation here 
and there. Supplies and 
water abundant. 

The road is intersected by 
several watercourses and 
canals. At s miles, Gajan 
is reached. Supplies pro 
curable. · 

An indifferent road, mostly 
rough and stony, skirting 
the hills on the left. Sup
plies procurable and abun 
dant; water from a fine 
stream. 

For the first 5 miles the road 
is good, then for 4 miles 
it runs through the Sanni 
pass and is rough and 
stony, the remainder is 
good over level ground. 
Supplies and water abun
dant. Grass is procurable, 
but camel grazing is scanty. 

Water abundant from the 
Boian stream. Supplies 
plentiful. 

NOTE.-For supplies required for large parties, arrangements shoufd be made 
thrqugh the Political Agent, Kalat. 
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Translation of a deed of compromise, dated 31st March 
1907, arrived at between Sardar Shakar Khan, son of Sardar 
Nur-ud-dfn Khan Shahizai Mengal and Sardar Muhammad 
Baka Khan, son of Sardar Azlm Khan, Kaheri of Chhattar, in 
the matter of their dispute regarding revenue (battH) in the 
jdgirs in Chhattar, 

In the above case we, of our own accord and free will, 
have come to the following agreement:~ 

(r) That the lands named Godd, which are irrigated by 
NaJa Godar, Nala Ghullim Husain and Pasera, and the Rela 
lands, which belong to Sardar Muhammad Baka Khan, his 
brothers and relatives, shall as heretofore remain with them 
ps their proprietary right and as jagir or free from revenue. 
Sardar Shakar Khan shall have no connection with thes;e 
hnds, nor shall he claim revenue (batdt) from the said lands, : 
except in three embanked fields (bands), one belonging to 
Khudaidad and two to W ali dad Khan. · 

(2) In the Koriwah tracts, the following lands shall be 
exempt from oatai: seven bands belonging to Gauhar Khan 
and three khetr belonging to Muhammad Baka Khan, but 
it shall be at the discretion ot Sardar Shakar Khan to give 
Gauhar Khan the above seven l'Jands or not as he pleases. 
Gauhar Khan shall have no right to them. 

With the exception of the abovementioned lands, Sardar 
Shakar Khan Mengal shall have the right to take batdz" as 
heretofore at the rate of one-eleventh from all the lands 
belonging to Sardar Muhammad Baka Khan, his brothers 
and relations, irrigated by Nala Koriwah. 

(3) Whereas an exchange between the nisf ambdri (half 
revenue assignment) of the Koriwah lands and the batdi at 
one-eleventh of Dahoyari has taken place, Sardar Shakar 
Khan shall recover the batdi and Jagir of the Koriwah lands, 
while Sardar Muhammad Baka Khan, his brothers and 
relations shall levy batdi in Dahoyari; that is to say, Sardar 
Shakar Khan has relinquished the batdi of one-eleventh 
in Dahoyari and Sardar Muhammad Baka has abandoned 
the nisf ambdri. of Koriwah. 

14 
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(4) All lands belonging to Sardar Muhammad Baka, 
his brothers and relations in Nala Bela, Pasera, Tikan, Kandi 

·and Wah Kharra, etc., shall be exempt from batdi, jholi and 
karhz: . 

Sardar Shakar Khan Mengal shall ba entitled to levy 
hatdi as usual in all the remaining lands belonging to the 
Kaheris in 'Tikan and Pasera. The jholi shall be recovered 
at 2 kdsas per kluirwdr and karhi (or Jitdr stalks) at 2 bdr 
(loads) from each Kaheri proprietor in lands under: the 
hatdi ; but no such jholi or karbi shall be levied in the inam 
(or revenue free) lands owned by the KaMris. · 

(s) The sung (octroi) which may ~e recovered shall be 
divided into the .following shares:-

Per rupee • 
. Rs. a. p. 

San;lar Muhammad Baka Khan o 4 6 
Sardar Shakar Khan ... · o 8 9 
Khan of Kalat ••• ,.. o 2 9 

Mir Wali Muhammad Khan's share is included in 
that· of Sarda:r Shal&r .Khan. 

· (6), The income derived from the following sources shall 
be equally divided. between Sardar Shakar Khan and Sardar 
Muhaptmad Baka Kha.n:-'--'-

Daldli or brokerage and tadda (literally matting) 
on bullocks sold or bought, Dalali' at 8 annas 
per.bullock and tadd4 at 2 annas. 

Tax on oil, Rs. 4 per annum on every oil 
press. 

Tax· on butchers, Rs. ·2 per annum on every 
butcher. 

Fees on Hindu marriages, R. 1 per m;uriage. 

(7) AU rights to waste lands and uninhabited houses 

within 1;1nd without the limits of the villages shall be con

sidered as belonging to Muhammad Baka Khan, but waste 

lands shall be brought under cultivation by Sardar Muham

mad Baka in consultation with Sardar Shakar Khan. 

(8) Sardll.r Muhammad Baka Khan shall administer the 

·villages in consultation with Sardar Shakar Khan. 
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(g) Cattle-pound receipts and miscellaneous income, such 
as from abkari, etc., shall be divided into three equal shares 

between Sardar Shakar KMn, Mlr Wali Muhammad Khan 
' and Sardar Muhammad Baka Khan. 

(1o) Gauhar Khan Kaheri~hall be entitled to levy tobra 

~t six topas per kharwar. This right of tobra shall be levied 
from the cultivators in lands situated in Chhattar, Murad wah, 

Mundar, Nowah and Kandi, irrespective of the fact whether 
the lands be under batai or not, and the collections made on 
account of tobra shall be exempt from bataz. 

The above is correct to the best of our knowledge and 
belief. 

Signed or sealed by-
Sardar Shakar Khan. 
Sardlir Muhammad Baka Khan. 

Witnessed by-

Sher Muhammad Khan, son ~ Sardar Mitha 
Khan, caste Humlmzai, resident of Khajak. 

' ' 

Khan Bahadur Hasan Khan, Risaldar, Kaheri. 

Nur Muhammad, son of Imam Bakhsh, caste 
Sheikh, resident of Chhattar, servant of Sardar 
Shakar Khan. 

Sardar Faiz Muhamad Khan, son bf Sardar Dost 
Muhammad Khan, Mengal. 
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