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TO 

COLONEL W. H. YKE 

BTO., STO., BTO., 

LO DO 

Il.EAR HoNORABLM Sm, 

F.R..

With due respect I place befo1· you my 

hun:ible work, in the shape of journnl, about. whi h 

I talked to you ten years ago, when I hacl tho 

honor of waiting upon you in person nt your own 

house. 

I do not pretend to say it is worthy of the 

perusal of a learned scholar like your elf; at th 

same time, I am confident that the unva.rnish d 

truths contained therein, if cleared of grammatical 

errors by your able pen and published uncl r your 

auspices, will not foil to tench xp rience to tho11e 



iv DEDICATION. 

who want it, and afford satisfaction to readers m 

general. 

I beg to observe that, being self-tutored in your 

most difficult language, I stand far beyond the reach 

of critics, who will surely pardon me, when they 

are fully acquainted with my circumstances, by going' 

through this book. 

With due respect, 

Dear Honorable Sir, 

I remain, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

LUTFULLAH. 



PREFACE. 

As this volume contains the genuine sentiments of 

a native of India on many matters connected with the 

Government of that country, it will, perhaps, be read 

with some interest at the present crisis. The Author 

is known to be one of the least bigoted disciples of 

Islam; yet his bias towards his own sect, and the 

leaders of it, is most evident. If any one is disposed 

to think that the English are beginning to be re­

garded otherwise than as aliens by the inhabitants 

of Hindustan, a perusal of this book will probably 

lead his convictions the other way. In short, we 

may take it for . granted that there is scarce a sipahl 

in our army, or other native of India, whose dis­

like of what Europeans deem progress does not 

equal that of the writer of this work. The majority 

are certainly much more opposed to it. 
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To some peculiar notions I would have willingly 

drawn attention by notes, but the great object being 

to condense as much as possible, I have forborne 

from all remark, and cut down the original as much 

as could be done without leaving out any fact or 

sentiment of importance. Indeed, my chief editorial 

task has been to compress ; but, except with this 

view, I have altered the MS. as little as possible. 

Some stories, however, more suited to Oriental than 

to European taste, have been altogether omitted. 

The quotations and scraps of Latin are all of Lut­

fullah's own insertion. 

When the slender advantages of the writer are 

considered, the reader will no doubt accord to Lut­

fullah some praise for composing so long a work in 

the, to him, foreign English language, with so much 

general accuracy. 

�ILBYBUBY, 

J•M, 1867, 

THE EDITOR. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

OP 

L lITFULLAH. 

CHAPTER I. 

My birth and pare�tage-Death of my f""1er-My mother finds an 
asylum with my nnole-Famine and the persecution of my 
oousins-My miaohievous habits-I catoh a Mull& nappinR and 
dose my schoolmaster-The tank of Dh6.ranapr where my cousiDI 
attempt to drown me-Ra,jamm, the Good Samaritan-A new cure 
for dysentery-End of my childhood. 

I MAD ic my first appearance m this world of 

wonders in the ancient city of Dhara.nagar, in Malwa, 

on Thursday, the 7th of Rajah, 1217 A.H., corre­

sponding with the 4th of November, 1802, A.D. 

My father was a Mohamedan of the sacred order, 

a descendant of Shah Kama.luddin, who was a great 

saint of his time, in the province of Malwa, being the 

spiritual guide as well as moral preceptor of Sultan 
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Mahmud Khilj1, during. a period of thirty-six years, 

from 1434 to 1470 A.n.* On the death of his 

venerated friend and adviser, this good Sultan built 

a magnm.cent mausoleum, at the western gate of the 

city, and endowed therein a shrine to the memory 

of the holy man; opposite to it he caused to be 

raised another edifice, surmounted by a superb dome, 

which was intended as a resting-place for his own 

mortal remains, and there they still repose. Near 

the shrine was an ancient Hindu temple of con­

siderable size, which, by order of the Sultan, was 

transformed into a bea�tiful mosque. To these sacred 

places he bequeathed in perpetuity about three 

- hundred acres of land immediately surrounding them,

the annual produce of which was directed to be

employed in the occasional repairs of the edifices,

and in the maintenance of the posterity of the ·saint.

In addition to the above, he granted an allowance

of one rupee per d�em from the revenue derived from

certain grass lands, to be applied to the same plll'poses.

These rights were, enjoyed by my ance'stors until

A.D. 1706, when, after the reign of Aurangzeb, the

Marathas having possessed themselves of the province,

confiscated both the land and the allowance, leaving,

however, from the former, about two acres, for the

• Ywk Brigg's "Mobamedan Power in India," vol. iv., p. 195.
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support of my great-grandfather. Thus was a family 
which, for a period of nearly three centuries had en­
joyed affluence, reduced to a state verging on destitu­
tion. To use an Eastern metaphor, the light of the 
day was withdrawn, the shadows of night bad 
gathered around them. 

My father, at a very early period of hill' life, when 
not more than seven ye11.rs of age, travelled in the 
country, iu company with a relative of his, in search 
of knowledge. In the course of a few years he 
mastered his profession, that of a mulla (priest); and, 
on attaining the age of fifteen, was desired by his com­
panion to return home. But the beauty and delightful 
climate of the upper provinces, and the pain of parting 
from the many kind friends who had rendered his stay 
there so agreeable, delayed his return for ten years 
more ; although, when he was about twenty-six years 
of age, being urgently summoned by his father, he 
quitted Delhi for home, and nothing particular appears 
to have marked his course until his arrival at Agra. 
There, being a man of great personal attractions, with 
a highly cultivated mind, winning manners, and in the 
very prime and vigour of his life, he was offered in 
marriage the daughter of the person with whom he 
lodged. He accepted the offer, forgetting the urgent 
necessity of his return home, and this circumstance 
detained him there for four years more. It was 
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· while he lived at Agra that he received the intelli­
gence of his father's death, a circumstance which has­
tened his return home, where it was his lot to remain
for the future.

At the age of forty-nine, he had the misfortune to 
lose his good wife, by whom he had issue only two 
daughters.. Those who are acquainted with the senti­
ments of eastern nations, know the intense anxiety 

which every man, whether Mohamedan or. Hindu� 

feels to have a son to bear his name, and transmit ·it 
(as the English poet says) "to ages yet unborn.'' 
Such persons will be able to enter into the state of 
my father's feelings on finding himself, at an advanced 
period of life, a widower, and with the dreary pros­
pect of descending into the grave the last male scion 
of his race. Had he consulted only his own incli­

nations, he would have been content to suffer this 
�ate, miserable as it was, rathe� than endeavour to 

forget in the society of a second wife the severe loss 
whi<fu he had sustained in the death of the former 
partner of his bosom. But, at the earnest solicitation 

of his friends, he was induced, at the end of a year 
of widowerhood, to wed� a girl of seventeen, exquisite 
in beauty, elegant in manners, perfect in virtue and 
goodness, and of a family fully equal to his own, 
both as regarded sacred and social advantages. Reader, 
she was my mother ; and you will therefore, I am 
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sure, forgive me if I display more than ordinary 
warmth in paying this tribute to her departed worth. 

It was not till three yearf after he had contracted 
this alliance, that the tree of my father's hope became 
fruitful, and that I, the humble author of these me­
moirs, made my appearance on the stage of existence, 
to gladden the hearts of my fond parents and of all 
those who felt an interest in their happiness. There 
were some, however, nearly connected with me by 
blood, cousins on the father's side, to whom my birth 
brought anything but joy, seeing that, if I survived, 
one half of the profits arising from the remains of 
Sultan Mahmud's grants must necessarily fall to my 
share. These profits were now miserably small ; some 
200 rupees, or about £20 per annum. But, insig­
nificant as they were, the prospect of losing any por­
tion of them served to kindle and to keep alive the 
fire of envy and hatred in the bosoms of my unnatural 
relatives, abundant proofs of which I shall have occa­
sion shortly to adduce. Leaving them for a moment, 
however, let me return to the more pleasing task of 
recording the delight of my dear parents when they 
beheld the blessing which it had pleased the Almighty 
to confer upon _them. To mark their grateful sense 
of his kindness, and, at the' same time, to commemorate 
the event in a manner which they considered the most 
ap.propriate, they bestowed on me the name of Lut-
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fullah, which, being interpreted, means " the favour 

of God." Two. years after I was born, my father had 

a second son, but he survived only a few months, 

and by the time I had attained my fourth year, my 

dear father also was taken from us, leaving a youthful 

widow, with a helpless orphan, to seek support where­

ever they could. 

Our condition now was truly deplorable. My poor 

mother, wholly inexperienced in the ways of the 

world, and borne down by the suddenness and weight 

of the misfortune which had befallen us, knew not 

where to turn for aid or counsel. My cousins, co­

sharers in the small estate before-mentioned, so far 

from rendering her any assistance, were unceasing in, 

their endeavours to compass our destruction ; and, to 

complete the measure of our misery, the country was 

afflicted with a famine, the severity of which has pro­

bably never been exceeded. This last calamity livea 

in my recollection as freshly as if it were only an 

occurrence of yesterday. Numbers of people died 

daily of starvation ; famished corpses were dragged 

out of the city by tens or twenties, and buried in huge 

pits dug for the purpose, or thrown promiscuously 

into dry wells ; but there was one case, in particular, 

connected with this season of horror, which, as dis­

playing the dreadful lengths to which human nature 

may be driven by the force of hunger, I mmt not 
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omit to record. I remember being taken by my uncle 
to see a woman who was subjected to " public dis­
grace," by being paraded through the streets of the 
city, seated astride on a donkey. Her face, one side 
of which was painted white and the other black, was 

· turned towards the animal's tail, and I, not knowing
the reason of this strange exhibition, was at first
highly amused by the sight. My mirth, however, wu
soon dispelled, by being inforQ1ed that the wretched
creature before me, who was an inhabitant of a Bheel
village in the district, and who was afterwards to be
transported · for life, had been convicted of having
killed the young child of a neighbour, and, to allay
the pangs of hunger, had boiled and eaten it.

But to return to my own affairs. At the expiration 
of the '' Chihlum," or forty days of mourning, pre-
11:ribed by the customs of the Moslems in India, when 
tle memory_ of the deceased is supposed no longer 
tc engross the attention of sorrowing survivors to the 
e:iclusion of the ordinary concerns of life, my mother 
thmght it advisable to remove from my late father'• 
ho1se, where we were surrounded by a host of mia­
caled friends, intent only on accomplishing our ruin. 
Wt accordingly took up our residence with her mother 
and brother, by both of whom we were received and 
trea;ed with the utmost tenderness. These dear rela­
tivet bad no pecuniary interest, like my collsins on 
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die father's side, to neutralize those kindly feelings 
which the ties of nature, when left to them.selvee, are 
calculated to inspire ; and though the addition of two 

members to their household necessarily pressed hard 

on their limited means, the sincerity of their sorrow 
for our bereavement was attested by the liveliest sym­

pathy. Towards myself, the conduct of my good 

uncle dufered in no respect from that which marked 

his intercourse with his own children; or, if it did, 
it was perhaps in being more kind and tender, as if 

urged thereto by a sense of my utterly helpless con­
dition; and the treatment which I experienced at the 
hands of my grandmother was equally characterized by 

real benev.olence. 
Under this hospitable roof we passed our time in 

tnnquillity, but, in those days, lawless turbulence 

found a much lal'ger field for display than it did I 
few years afterwards, when the power of the Britisl 

Government was exerted for its suppression. Two er 

three times a year accounts would reach us of tle 

approach of large bodies of Pindarees, who had be•n 

committing havoc in the surrounding districts ; or of 
an intended attack by -some neighbouring potentite, 

for the purpose of levying contributions on the cly. 
Then the hearta of the inhabitants were filled vith 
terror and dismay; and forthwith jewels, money,and 
articles of value were buried in the earth, or othenvi1.e 
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secreted. When the attack did take place, the situ­

ation of the inhabitants was truly pitiable. They 

were then literally " between two fires," from both of 

which they suffered nearly equal injury, the cannon 

balls from the citadel, iustead of reaching the enemy 

for whose special destruction they were intended, 

gene1·ally falling hort of their mark, and causing 

fearful loss of life and property within the walls of the 

city. This, of itself, was dreadful enough, even when 

the enemy failed in their object; when victory de­

clared on their side, such of the citizens as had sm·­

vived the on laught became the victims of the most 

refined cruelty, in order to djscover the places where 

their treasure was concealed. Numerous modes of 

torture were had recourse to for this purpose, amongst 

which the three following generally proved the most 

effectual. First, the victim was piruoned and exposed 

bare-headed to the burning rays of the sun, while his 

ears were pounded or pinched between the lock of a 

gun; secondly, after being pinioned, as above, he 

was made to stand in the sun, with a stone of enor­

mous weight on his head, first inserting a gravel stone 

of the size and shape of a small grape, which gradually 

forced its way through the skull to the brain; thirdly, 

a horse's grain-bag, half filled with ashes and red 

pepper in powder, was tied over the sufferer's face, 

so as to include his mouth and nose, the consequence 
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of which was, at first, a most violent fit of sneezing, 

�d if protracted to a quarter of an hour, a 

· horrible death by suffocation. But though these, and

some other modes of extracting confessions, equal in

cruelty to anything which I read, many years after­

wards, of the Inquisition iu Catholic countries, were

in general attended with success, there were not

wanting instances, in which a love of gold prevailed

over a love of life ; and I have heard of many persons

who submitted in resolute and sullen silence· to the

most agonizing tortures, till death released them from

their sufferings, and restored them to that mother­

earth, wherein their loved treasure lay interred.

Our houses, however, having contained sacred fami­

lies were looked upon with reverence by all the troops 

of the banditti. Moreover, they always made some 

presents to my uncle and self when they left the city, 

which they considered a sanctification of their booty. 

People of our neighbourhood, either Moslems or 

Hindus, whoever had the opportunity of hiding them• 

selves and property in our houses and thus escaped 

diabolical outrages, made us some presents : so we 

were not badly off even in such times of difficulty ; 

but the sufferings of our fellow-creatures rendered our 

lives bitterly miserable. 

My good uncle took our part against our other 

usurping relatives, and demanded one half of the 
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