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PART I. 

ENGLISH HISTORY. 

CHAPTER I. 

Peter the Great's Will-Aspect o:!: the Eastern QueRtion-Lord Salisbury-The 
Empress of India-English Interests-Changes in the Commons and prospecta 
of Parties-Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Disraeli-Speeches in the Country-Mr. 
Lowther, Rir W. Harcourt, &c.-Mr. Gladstone at Hawarden-Failure of the 
Conference-Prince Gortschakoff's Note-Recall of Sir Henry Elliot-Sir 
Stafford Northcote at Liverpool-Mr. Gladstone at Taunton-Absence of 
interest on Domestic Questions-Depression of Trade-Opening of Parliament : 
Debates on the Address-Further Debates on the Eastern Question-Mr. 
Chaplin and Mr. Gladstone-Minor matters-The Army and Navy Estimates- -
Death of Mr. Ward Hunt. 

" APPROACH as near as possible to Constantinople and towards the 
Indies. He who reigns at Constantinople will be the real sove
reign of the world, and, with that object in view, provoke continual 
wars with Turkey and with Persia; establish dockyards in the 
Black Sea ; get possession of the shores of that sea as well as those 
of the Baltic, those two things being necessary for the ultimate 
success of our project ; hasten the decadency of Persia, penetrate as 
far as the Persian Gulf, re-establish the former trade of the Levant 
by appropriating Syria, and, if possible, extend the power of Russia 
to the Indies, which are the emporium of the world." So runs the 
fourteenth injunction contained in the so-called will of Peter the 
Great, a famous document described in the "Memoires sur la 
Chevaliere d'Eon," as a " copy of the plan for compassing European 
supremacy, left by Peter the Great for his successors on the thro1.1e 
of Russia, and deposrted in the archives of the Palaces of Peterhoff, 
near St. Petersburg." It was Napoleon I., when on the point of 
embarking on his Russian· campaign, who first made public this 
: .... n4-,-nTYlin ..... � n-rl,,;,..l,, ho.a h..o..o.n u.o......., n.o.n.ooPO lln- A.o.nrt.■■nn.o.A aa n l'ft.,..,..1'11....,.,, 













1877.)J The Ea8tern QU88twn. [7 
journey ; and bis colleague, Sir Henry Elliot, was recalled and re
placed by Mr. Layard. Sir Henry's supposed conduct in thwarting 
Lord Salisbury at the Conference was made the subject of a strong 
attack by Mr. Gladstone and others, who practically charged him 
with perverting facts about the Bulgarian massacres; but he was 
chivalrously defended by the Government, who effectually vindi
cated him as an upright and honourable public servant, though his 
marked Turkish sympathies, at a time when it was felt necessary 
to express strong disapproval of Turkish policy, formed sufficient 
ground for bis recall, which showed that the Ministry recognised 
Lord Salisbury's policy, and the demand for reforms which he 
pressed upon the Porte, as the expression of their own policy and 
that of England. In appointing Mr. La.yard Sir Henry's successor, 
the Government showed themselves creditably superior to party 
motives. 

While Sir William Harcourt led the Opposition charge of 
change of policy, Sir Stafford Northcote, at Liverpool, anticipated 
the Government answer by an explicit denial that war with Russia 
had at any time been contemplated, and an indignant disclaimer 
of any unworthy jealousy of that great Power, by which their 
enemies had charged them with being actuated in the heated 
excitement of the autumn. But, on the other hand, he considered 
the rejection of the proposals of the Conference a ground neither 
of quarrel nor of complaint against Turkey. England had the 
right of interference, but not of coercion, and would draw the 
sword on neither side, though she was not afraid of war. 

It was not easy for Government speakers to say much in active 
defence of a step which failed so signally as the Conference, and 
the policy of advice and interference which it embodied, but it 
had at least the good effect, as the Saturday .RevieJw pointed out, 
of removing all doubt as to any claim of Turkey to protection from 
a Russian attack, showing as it did that the Turks" preferred their 
own opinions to the favour of their oldest ally." Sir Stafford 
committed himself to no details either as to the secrets of the 
Conference or as to meditated measures, and Mr. Gladstone, though 
he spoke of the "great transaction and woeful failure," threw the 
responsibility of the situation on the Government, and declined to 
intimate any policy to them or to the nation, on whom, however, 
he sought to imprells in an address to the electors of Frome, a 
sense of their immense responsibility, while in an eloquent speech 
delivered at the Taunton Railway Station, during an eventful 
journey through the West of England, be entered into fuller details 
about it. 

" Great efforts (be said] will be made to induce you to relax your 
vigilance, and to accept the half-hearted conclusion that the ques
tion is for the present at an end. We have been told, gentlemen, 
to do that which Englishmen, I hope, are commonly inclined to 
do. We have been told to mind our own business. (Laughter.) 
With a wrong annlication of that most sensible and nractical 
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matter of great importance, to which he believed all the Powers 
were alive. But, said he, the Eastern Question involves some of 
the elements of the distribution of power in the world, and involves 
the existence of empires; and he believed that any interference 
directed to the alleviation of the sufferings of the Turkish 
Christians only would but make their sufferings worse. He 
pleaded for a calm, sagacious, and statesmanlike consideration of 
the whole subject, never forgetting the great interet1ts of England, 
if it was ever to have any solution at all. 

Lord Cardwell commented strongly upon the danger of accom
panying every enunciation of a policy by the statement that it 
was not intended to enforce it, and the possible results of such 
constant "deference" to the wishes of the Turkish Government. 
He attacked the doctrine of non-interference, and Lord Salisbury 
briefly defended it. " I rise," he said, "to protest against the 
view laid down as to the duty of the Government with respect 
to coercion, namely, that we ought to adopt a course which in 
time past has been too popular with Governments of the colour 
of the noble Duke opposite, and use threats of coercion, while we 
are hazy in our own minds a!l to whether we shall follow them up 
or not. To coerce the Porte we must send a fleP.t into the 
Bosphorus and bombard Stamboul, and the effect of that would be 
to produce anarchy in every part of the Ottoman Empire, where 
in many parts there were still an armed Mohammedan and an 
unarmed Christian population." 

Lord Salisbury begged the House to wait till the production 
of the papers ( which Lord Derby had promised for that evening) 
before charging the Government with any want of sympathy with 
the oppreased Christian populations, but laid down the doctrine 
that insurrection is only legitimate, even under a much worse 
government than that of the Porte, when it has a fair prospect 
of success. � 

Lord Galway and .Mr. Torr, as proposer and seconder of the 
Address in the Commons, began a debate which followed the same 
lines as that in the Upper House-the former deprecating war in 
the interests of the subject races, and strongly protesting against 
the importation of a religious element into the question; and the 
latter complaining that the Government could derive no real 
guidance from all the speeches and meetings of the autumn. 

Lord Hartington dissipated all idea of Liberal dissensions by 
taking the same tone as his colleagues in the Lords, and making 
a t1pecch which the Times described as more uncompromising than 
that which signalised his return from Turkey in the autumn. He 
began by remarking on the programme of the Queen's speech, in 
which, said he, the Government "have attained successfully to a 
level-I will not say of dulness, because that would not be 
respectful, but-of repose and reserve, to which I do not think 
any of their pr�ecessors _have at�in�." 
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such a peace would be but a " piece of sticking-plaister over a 
festering wound." Nothing could be more contrary to the interests 
of England than that Russia and Turkey should be left face to 
face, or that Russia should be permitted to take upon herself the 
duty of enforcing the decisions of the Conference. He was un
willing to believe that the resources of diplomacy had been 
exhausted ; but, above all, he urged on the Government to 
strengthen in every possible way its concert with the other Powers 
to obtain the beneficent objects for which the Conference was 
summoned, reminding the House how the danger to English 
interests of a war between Russia and Turkey had increased rather 
than diminished since the time of Canning. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Stafford Northcote, making 
his first appearance as leader of the House of Commons. vindicated 
the Government on the same principles as Lord Derby. He 
assured Lord Hartingtou that they did not mean to neglect the 
minor matters of which he had spoken, and then, as to the Eastern 
Question, proceeded to maintain that their policy was that of the 
country. He complained of the systematic misrepresentations of 
the speeches and declarations of Ministers, denying that they had 
ever even thought of fighting for Turkey, charging the Opposition 
with emphasising all that could tell against their own country,
(For country read Government, said Lord Hartington, eliciting from 
Sir Stafford a challenge to test the country on the point), and 
indicating the purpose and results of the Conference. He recognized 
the duty of England to the Christian population of Turkey, but 
warned the House of the difficulties of intervention and the dangers 
of coercion, insisting that whatever could be done shoulri be done 
by the common action of the Powers. He spoke of the interests 
of England as the interests of Europe, and both as the interests of 
peace, maintained the respect due to treaties, and argued that 
Turkey's disregard for them was no plea for England, though on 
the Powers was thrown all responsibility for the rejection of the 
proposals of the Conference, as he proved by reading a passage 
from Lorn Salisbury's instructions---in spite of a protest from Mr. 
Glarlstone-and said that, while they credited the Porte with a 
desire for self-reform, the Government and their allies must now 
consider what course to take in consequence of that rejection. 

Mr. Gladstone's speech was a brief vindication of the autumn 
agitation, which be said had showed the real currents of English 
opinion, and he declared that he would stand by every word he had 
said or written on the subject. He regretted that Sir Stafford 
should still think that the Turks might reform themselves, argued 
that they had placed themselves outside the treaty of 1856, said 
that only long and painful investigation had led him to his present 
conclusion about the state of the Turkieh Provinces, and that any 
scheme which could recognize the independence of the Porte in 
governing them was a mere delusion. He eulogized Lord Salisbury'1,1 
Nmrlnr.t. 11.inr.PTPlv. 11.nPr.111.llv hnnnnnna him fnT hi11. r1,,,,.1A .... t.inn t.hA.t. 
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threats was perfectly idle, and he, for one, would be ashamed of 
threatening a courageous race- -is simply this-to try by all pos
sible means in our power to induce Turkey to open her eyes to the 
danger which surrounds her. It is still our hope, said he, that 
within the brief time, it may be, of respite, the Porte may be 
guided by wiser counsels, and in giving the barest rights to those 
who have suffered so long under its dominion, it will open an era 
of fairer hope and nobler prosperity to one of the most ancient 
empires of the world. 

Earl Granville again disclaimed all desire to embarrass the 
Government, but contrasted with Lord Salisbury's attitude towards 
Turkey his own behaviour at the Conference of London in 1861, 
when he had drawn a distinct retractation from Russia by declining 
to let her believe for a moment that England was not prepared to 
back her demands by action ; and Lord Beaconsfield, in concluding 
the debate, enlarged at some length upon the force and meaning 
of "independence and integrity," as applied to the Turkish Em
pire, which be called the distinct-almost traditional-policy, not 
of England only, but of Europe; while he seemed to imply that 
Russia bad throughout set her heart upon counteracting that 
policy. It embodies, said he, a principle which always has been 
accepted by statesmen. The Premier passed in review the various 
treaties which recognized this principle, the force and justice of 
which remained to his mind unaltered, and cited Lord Russell in 
1862-when the state of affairs was similar to the present-and 
then Mr. Gladstone, as among its foremost supporters. He then 
spoke of the Congress of 187 I, summoned on account of Russia's 
declared intention to violate the treaty of 1856, and maintained 
that nothing had happened since that date to change or modify 
the situation. He vindicated the prudence of the Government 
in the recent negotiations, and protested against any course which 
could lead to the military occupation of European Turkey, and 
against the Russian scheme of a chain of tributary but indepen
dent states, which, as he argued, was just what existed when Turkey 
first entered Europe. The Premier proceeded to identify himself 
with Lord Salisbury and his colleagues in the management of past 
negotiations, but maintained in the House of Lords the substance 
of his Guildhall speech, by which he was as re.ady to stand or fall 
as Mr._ Gladstone by his autumn declarations. He had meant 
neither sneer nor sarcasm when he said that England's was a policy 
of peace, because she wanted nothing; but that she was as ready 
as ever to fight for anything that could touch her liberties, her 
honour, or her Empire, and he believed that was the deep-rooted 
sentiment of the country and of the Lords. As to Lord Gran
ville's action in 1871, he laughingly remarked that whatever his 
valour and determination, they offered no parallel to the present, 
case, as Lord Salisbury had gone to Constantinople to mediate 
and not to threaten, and it would have been idle duplicity to 
..,,,,_.,,.,,..,,1 :i 
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fulfil her obligations under the Tripartite Treaty, and being dis
abled from doing so by the feeling of the country ; but he strongly 
maintained, on the other hand, that it wo�d be utterly unjusti
fiable, in the existence of such treaties, to employ material coercion 
against Turkey, with whose Christian subjects he expressed his own 
deep sympathy ; declaring nevertheless, in the clearest terms, the 
allegiance of England to the faith of treaties. 

Lord Robert Montague, in a brief and effective speech, differed 
both from an Opposition which asserted that treaties existed no 
more, and a Government which did not intend to act upon them; 
declared that England Wl!:S always disregarding treaties, and had 
succeeded in leaving herself without allies; and warned the Govern
ment that the end of their " middle course" would be that the 
Liberals would sink them. 

Mr. Leonard Courtney, who followed, adopted a very opposite 
tone, in discussing the treaties, and maintained that between us 
and Turkey there existed under them no obligations, whatever 
there might be between us and France and Austria. If the 
guaranteeing Powers chose to retire, the obligation ceased ; and the 
Conference was based on public morality and public law. " You 
need not," said the speaker, "have recourse to a contrat social to 
prevent people from going about unvaccinated." The Tripartite 
Treaty, no doubt, bound us to go to war if Austria and France 
called upon us, and such a danger must be averted, for such an 
obligation could not be perpetual. Mr. Courtney quoted Hefter in 
proof that any convention was void which stood in the way of the 
freedom of a civilized race; and Paley, to prove a similar doctrine 
in moral philosophy, that an immoral obligation must in itself be 
void. Let us, then, base our future action upon conscientious 
views, and have freedom in our dealings with South-Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Grant-Duff commented severely on the utter absence of 
information in England as to the true condition of Turkey, and 
said that most of the recent miseries might have been averted by 
adopting a proposition of the late Lord Strangford, and strengthen
ing the hands of our Ambassador at Constantinople by giving him 
the help of a few men whom he might send about to become 
thoroughly acquainted with the outlying Provinces of that com
posite Empire, so as to be able to know far more accurately what 
was going on in distant parts of it, than he could do by means of 
the existing diplomatic and Consular organization. 

Mr. Percy Wyndham asked the Opposition to declare a policy, 
and expressed his belief in the existence of a war-party, recruited 
mainly from the Peace Society; and Mr. Evelyn Ashley, on the 
other side, declared the "alphabet of the whole thing " to be that 
nothing could be got out of the Turkish Government except by force. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff attributed half t.he misery of the 
Christian populations of Turkey to the neglect and insults of suc
cessive Liberal Administrations in England, and maintained that 
ffO.ftn-i'l"'l.o .:flr1-il'Pnnf-.:n.fl a.'hn.nf- f-},.a n,,1..-.a.Man TYIGDl:IGl'l'P.Oa l,,arl 'hn.on a 
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despatch on the Bulgarian massacres came before my pamphlet. 
It was the nation that led the leaders, and not the leaders who led 
the nation. " We have, I think," said the Liberal chief in con
cluding his speech, " the most solemn and the greatest question to 
determine that hM come before Parliament in my time. It is only 
under very rare circumstances that such a question-the question 
of the East-can be fully raised, fully developed and exhibited, and 
fully brought home to the minds of men with that force, with that 

. command, with that absorbing power which it ought to exercise 
over them. In the original entrance of the Turks into Europe, it 
may be said to have been a turning-point in human history. To 
a great extent it continues to be the cardinal question, the ques
tion which casts into the shade every other question, and the 
question which is now brought before the mind of the country far 
more fully than at any period of our history, far more fully than 
even at the time of the Crimean War, when we were pouring forth 
our blood and treasure in what we thought to be the cause of 
justice and right. I endeavoured to impress upon the minds of 
my audience at Taunton not a blind prejudice against this man 
or that, but a great �tchfulness and the duty of great activity. 
It is the duty of every man to feel that lie is bound for himself 
according to his opportunities to examine what belongs to this 
question, with regard to which it can never be forgotten that we 
are those who set up the power of Turkey in 1854, that we are 
those who gave her the strength which has been exhibited in the 
Bulgarian massacres, that we are those who made the treaty 
arrangements that have secured her for twenty years from almost 
a single hour of uneasiness brought about by foreign intervention, 
and that therefore nothing can be g.eater and nothing deeper than 
our responsibility in the matter. It is incumbent upon us, one 
and all� that we do not allow any consideration, either of party or 
personal convenience, to prevent us from endeavouring to the best 
of our ability to discharge this great duty, that now at length in
the East, in the midst of this great opportunity, when Europe has 
been called to collective action, and when something like Europe.an 
concert bas been established-when we learn the deep human 
interests that are involved in every stage of the question, that, as 
far as England, at least, is concerned, every Englishman should 
strive to the utmost of his might that justice shall be done." 

After the applause which greeted this fine display, the Chan
cellor of the Exchequer, Lord Hartington, and Sir William 
Harcourt found it bard to bring the House back to the question of 
national policy; though Sir Stafford Northcote won the cheers of 
his party by endorsing the matter, though not the manner, of Mr. 
Chaplin's speech, and telling Mr. Gladstone that be was bound to 
challenge the conduct of the Government if he thought it ought 
to be censured. We do not object, he said, to the most jealous 
scrutiny of our conduct. We hear sometimes of two Russias and 
A�'--·- A .. _4-_; __ • 1. •• 4- ;i_ --'- 1-4- ··- 1.--·- '--- --r;, __ , __ ;i_ 
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exceed the original estimate, as would also the new boilers, which 
had been estimated to represent 20,000 horse-power, and would 
actually represent 20,967. As to the coming year, while vindicating 
the necessity for a variety of types of ships to meet changed modes 
of attack, Mr. Hunt said that he had nevertheless followed the old 
lines in the case of ironclads, and meant to lay down another 
" Agamemnon" at Chatham on the old principle, but he must face 
the charge of innovation as to a ship of a kind as yet unknown in 
any part of the world, called a "torpedo-ram," which had been 
much pressed upon him by Sir George Sartorius, to whose youth
fulness of mind at his great age, and readiness to receive and in
culcate new ideas, he paid a high compliment. All Mr. Hunt 
would state of the design of this vessel now, as he wished to keep 
it a secret from the world, was that it should carry armour, but 

• not guns, and he had great reliance on its use for offensive pur
poses, while it would cost much less than recent ironclads. He
promised the beginning of a small flotilla of torpedo-vessels for
harbour-defence, said that an independent "torpedo school" had
been established for experiments and for the instruction of officers,
and that, in other respects, attention must be paid to this matter,
in which, said Mr. Hmit, I have become a little alarmed lest we
should be behind. other nations. He described the steps which had
been taken to encourage the training and entries of boys, which
had lately even exceeded the required number; and stated that he
had appointed a Committee to enquire into the grievances of
marine officers, as soon as he had received the report of the Army
Commission on promotion and retirement. On his proposals for
improving the Engineer Sen-ice of the Navy, in the way of in
creased pay and additional comforts on board ship, by which he
proposed to attract a higher class into the service, Mr. Hunt dwelt
at length ; and then, speaking of the Reserves, stated that the
Prince of 'Wales had accepted an honorary captaincy, and that two
of his sons had joined the " Britannia " for their education, and
that one would enter the service. Finally, Mr. Hunt touched on
the proposals contained in the estimates for increasing the supply
of petty officers by stimulating re-engagement, and concluded by
referring to the results of the Arctic Expedition. Unfortunately
it had broken down by reason of the outbreak of scurvy, but even
if this had not occurred the Expedition would not have been able
to reach the Pole. Mr. Hunt was, however, confident both of the
geographical advantages gained in narrowing the limits of feasible
Polar enterprise, the coast line of the northernmost land adjoining
the American continent being now accurately charted, and the
conjectured open sea, northward of Smith Sound, and the land
assumed to be there, proved not to exist-and of the scientific
results, as for instance in the question of tides, and recognised the
indomitable pluck and energy of all engaged.

A similar compliment might well be paid to Mr. Ward Hunt
himself, who soon after introducinir the estimates ( which were
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declarations of support, which formed a prelude to a lively scene 
which took place in the House on May 7, when before a distin
guished audience, which included among others the French Prince 
Imperial, a five nights' debate upon Mr. Gladstone's Resolutions 
began. As first submitted, they ran as follows:-

First : That this House finds just cause of dissatisfaction 11nd 
complaint in the conduct of the Ottoman Porte with regard to the 
despatch written by the Earl of Derby on September 21, 1876, 
and relating to the massacres in Bulgaria. 

Second: That until such conduct shall have been essentially 
changed and guarantees on behalf of the subject populations other 
than the promises or ostensible measures of the Porte shall have 
been provided, that Government will be deemed by this House to 
have lost all claim to receive either the material or the moral sup-

. port of the British Crown.
Third : That in the midst of the complications which exist, 

and the war which has actually begun, this House earnestly desires 
the influence of the British Crown in the councils of Europe to be 
employed with a view to the early and effectual development of 
local liherty and practical self-government in the disturbed pro
vinces of Turkey, by putting an end to the oppression which they 
now suffer, without the imposition upon them of any other foreign 

dominion. 
Fourth : That, bearing in mind the wise and honourable policy 

of this country in the Protocol of April, 1826, and the Treaty of 
July, 1827, with respect to Greece, this House furthermore earnestly 
desires that the influence of the British Crown may be addressed 
to promoting the concert of the European Powers in exacting from 
the Ottoman Porte, by their united authority, such changes in the 
government of Turkey as they may deem to be necessary for the 
purposes of humanity and justice, for effectual defence against 
intrigue, and for the peace of the world. 

Fifth: 1.'hat a humble address, setting forth the prayer of this 
House, according to the tenour of the foregoing Resolutions, be 
prepared and presented to Her Majesty. 

The adoption of these Resolutions must have compelled the 
Government to resign, and pledged the House to a policy which 
Lord Hartington and his supporters disapproved, amounting as 
they did to an undertaking to join Russia in coercing the Porte. 
As it was impossible therefore to decline a challenge addressed to 
the Front Opposition Bench as well as to the Government, the 
ex-Cabinet induced Sir John Lubbock to give notice of moving 
the previous question, or in other words of declaring that Mr. 
Gladstone's motion was inexpedient. The . House assembled in
large numbers in the full expectation that Mr. Gladstone would 
deliver battle on the whole of these Resolutions. Great was the 
surprise expressed, therefore, when the right honourable member 
for C'Treenwich, replying to Mr. Trevelyan, followed up the 11.vowal 
of his readiness to accept a verbal amendment of the eecond Reao-
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not mistake. If the. Emperor of Russia kept his plighted word, 
British interest would not be threatened at any point. As to the 
Resolutions, Mr. Cross asserted that they either meant war or else 
the more undignified course of barking without biting. The policy 
of the Government was plain; conscious of their strength, they 
would watch the course of events, and, if an opportunity offered 
for interposing their good offices, they would not allow it to pass. 
They are conscious. he concluded, of their own earnest desire for 
peace ; they are conscious, if need be, of their strength. They 
have, I hope, the wisdom not to use their strength improperly, and 
wherever the opportunity may offer to stop this war, to heal these 
wretched divisions, to improve the condition of these Christian 
populations in a way which will really improve them-and that 
way, in my opinion, is not by war-to localise, to minimise, or to 
wipe away the effects of this war, there the Government will give 
their services. 

It was observed at the time that Mr. Cross's speech bore something 
of the character of a state-paper, and the Parliamentary advantage 
derived from it by the Ministers was certain and immediate. Lead
ing members on both sides, and Less conspicuous speakers, continued 
the debate during three nights; but the moderate politicians on 
both sides of the House were satisfied with the official explanation. 
It was clear that the Resolutions, if they meant anything, must 
mean an offensive alliance with Russia; and the result of the com
promise between Mr. Gladstone and the Liberal leaders was to 
"minimise " them to another value. It was in vain for Mr. 
Childers to assure the Government that the Resolutions would pro
tect them from unwise friends, and save the country from being 
drawn into war, and for Mr. Lowe to reiterate the denunciations 
of the Government policy during the autumn and the subsequent 
negotiations, and throw all the blame on the Ministry for the 
failure of European diplomacy to settle the Eastern Question; for 
the House listened with evidently greater sympathy to Mr. Roe
buck when he declared that the Government had on the whole con
ducted the business with prudence and boldness, said that there 
would be no end to crusades if England should once go to war upon 
humanitarian grounds, and directly charged Mr. Gladstone with 
the " ambiguity" which he had charged upon the Cabinet-and to 
Sir Robert Peel when he declared that their policy had placed the 
country "upon a higher pedestal in the eyes of the world than she 
had occupied for many years." 

Among all the speakers on the Liberal side, only Mr. Courtney 
was found boldly and unequivocally to recommend armed inter
vention ag"dinst Turkey ; as. we could do nothing. he said, to avert 
the imminent disintegration of the Ottoman Empire ; and to 
maintain that coernion in alliance with Rusaia was our duty, 
which would be approved by the great mass of the people, though 
contested in Parliament. Others, and among them Lord Harting-
+ft'ft, O.'IP6'T'ftnA n h.n.l:n.+ 4-l,.n4- 1'11"1>..-ftl"l ..... n.,,1 Aftlt.'Pl'l�n.T\ 'Wffn.nlA \..nfl'n. h.nn.- nr1u: 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer having urged that without this 
concession important Bills before the House could not be carried, 
Mr. O'Donnell proceeded to refer t-0 the private members' Bills 
which would be ousteq by this motion, and to comment on them 
B6'Mtim. Much impatience was manifested on both sides, and 
Mr. O'Donnell was frequently called to order; but the Speaker 
held that though he was severely trying the forbearance of the 
House, he was not transgressing the rules. Mr. Chaplin provoked 
loud and prolonged cheering by denouncing the speech as another 
"of those repeated instances of stubborn insensibility to the senti
ments by which gentlemen in that House had almost invariably 
been actuated." Mr. Parnell jumped up, and, with much vehe
mence of tone and manner, demanded of the Speaker whether this 
charge-which Mr. Chaplin dared not make out of the House
was in order, and the Speaker, having held that there was nothing 
calling for his interference, Mr. Chaplin went on to warn the 
Obstructives that any attempt to "bully" the House of Commons 
would be met with speedy retribution. Mr. O'Connor Power re
plied with a vehement attack on the Conservative Party, which, 
he said, had disregarded the wishes arid feelings of the Irish nation. 
The O'Donoghue disputed the right of the Obstructives to speak 
on behalf of the Irish people, and expressed his cordial concurrence 
with all that had fallen from Mr. Chaplin. Mr. Gray and Mr. 
Callan, on the other hand, dissented altogether from Mr. Chaplin's 
censures. 

The task of the Leader of the House was not an easy one. 
Both he and the Chairman of Committees tried all that ·courtesy 
and leniency could do in dealing with the Obstructives; and all 
that extreme provocation could do was at length to cause a modifi
cation in the rules of the House for the last weeks of the Session. 
Sir Stafford announced in his place that it was the intention of 
the Government to give very serious consideration to the whole 
subject during the recess, and meanwhile introduced these two 
resolutions:-

That, when a member, after being twice declared out of order, 
shall be pronounced by Mr. Speaker, or by the Chairman of Com
mittees, as the case may be, to be disregarding the authority of 
the chair, the debate shall be at once suspended; and, on a motion 
being made in the House that the member be not heard during 
the remainder of the debate, or during the sitting of the Com
mittee, such motion, after the member complained of has been 
heard in eiplanation, shall be pnt without further debate. 

That, in Committee of the whole House, no member have 
power to move more than once during the debate on the same 
question either that the Chairman do report progress or that the 
Chairman leave the chair, nor to speak more than once to such 
motion, and that no member who has made one of tho� motions 
have power to make the other on the same question. 

For the present, said Sir Stafford, and with a view to the 
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Bill was brought forward in Committee on July 31, and the House 
found seven of its members determined that it should not pass, 
and the way blocked by a series of dilatory motions to report pro
gress, and that the Chairman leave the chair, interspersed with 
lively recriminatory passages, in which Sir W. Harcourt on one 
side, and Mr. Parnell and Mr. O'Connor Power on the other, took 
the chief part. The latter two were frequently called to order, 
and along with Mr. Gray were compelled to withdraw unparlia
mentary expressions which they had used. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, being frequently appealed to during the struggle to 
accept a compromise, invariably replied that he would not give 
way until the Bill was passed through Committee, and in this he 
was encouraged by Mr. Forster, Mr. Childers, Mr. Knatchbull
Hugessen, and others on the Liberal side. The temper evinced 
b_v the Committee throughout was one of the most determined 
resolution, and every hint at a concession was at once met with 
the most decided refusal. Cheers greetoo an emphatic statement 
of Mr. Forster, that although he was sixty years of age he would 
sacrifice his time to give the Government all the support in his 
power. Sir William Harcourt declared that the authority of the 
House should not be degraded in the presence of the English 
nation, and said that the seven had as many aspects as Proteus. 
The House of Commons, said he, was strong enough to deal with 
them ; and if not, it did not deserve the position it held. He hoped 
that those who had to lead the House-her Majesty's Government
would stand 11y the House of Commons, and the House of Commons 
would stand by them in resisting that which was unsupportable. 
Day aft.er day, night aft.er night, in committee on motions to 
report progress, disctL'lsions were protracted hour after hour, until 
the whole system under which they lived was breaking down. 
Whether it was the mtention of honourable members to break it 
down or not, the consequence of this conduct must be to destroy 
it. He hoped therefore that the Government would not be driven 
out of their course, but would carry the Bill as it stood, and show 
that the House of Commons had inherent vigour enough to deal 
with a small minority who were endeavouring t_o destroy its utility 
and convenience. These remarks were heartily cheered again and 
again, and appeared to express the sentiments of all but six or 
seven membtlrs in it with equal force and precision. But they failed 
to touch the obdurate hearts of that" small minority," or to shake 
the characteristic equanimity of Sir William's chief adversary, Mr. 
Parnell, the member for Meath, described in the " interviewing" 
language of the day as a" slender and rather good-looking young 
Irishman, a little over thirty, with a determined cast of features, 
and bearded a.1 a pard." 

Thirteen motions for adjournment were made, and while the 
majority varied from 150 to 77� the minority never rose above 5.

The seven obstructives were all Irish members-Mr. Parnell, Mr. 
B�!?ll,J'. Mr. O'Donnell. Mr. Power. Mr. Grav. Mr. Kirk. and 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Contents
	1. Peter the Greate's Will...
	2. Mr. Gladstone's Resolutions...
	3. Mr. Chamberlain on....
	4. India....
	5. Canada and Lord Dufferin....
	Foreign History - 1. France
	2. France - continued
	3. France - continued
	4. Turkey and the Russo - Turkish War
	5. Turkey and the Russo - Turkish War - continued
	6. Germany and Austro - Hungary
	7. Italy and Spain
	8. Russia and Servia
	9. Greece, Egypt, Holland....
	10. United States - South America....
	Retrospect of Literature, Science...
	Part II. Chronicle of Remarkable Occurrences in 1877 - January
	Februrary
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	August
	September
	October
	November
	December
	Obituary of Eminent...
	Remarkable Trials
	Appendix
	State Papers and Documents
	Promotions and Appointments
	Index



