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C O R R  E S P O N D E N C E, &c. 

Ex.TRACT Secret Letter from Government of Born bay to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors ; dated 1 6th 
October (No. 86) 1 848. 

Para. 7 .  ·wE beg to .draw attention to a letter dated the 11th October 1848, 
addre�sed to M r. Pringle from the Secret Department, containing instructions 
to the effect suggt>sted in the 92d to 97th paras. of the above minute. We ha,·e, 
for the same reason as that above mentionec.J, authorized Mr. Pringle, should he 
deem it ad,-isable, to defer for the present enterinµ: upon the investigation into 
the allegation against his Highness Meer Ali Moorad of Khyrpoor, of his 
having, by means of the substi tution of a fabricated for a genuine document, 
appropriated to himself a district which belongs to the British Government. 

ExTRACT Secret Letter from Government of Bombay to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 31st 
Decem ber (No. 97) 1 849 .  

Para. 3 .  '\VE beg to forward copy of a letter from Mr. Pringle, dated the 
17th instant, reporting that he  has corn !Ilenced an inquiry relativ� to the doubts 
concerning rights to certain land alluded to in Enclosure No. 20, to our despatch 
dated the 1 6th October, No. 86 of 1 848, connected with the affairs of his 
Highness Ali Moorad . As  Mr. Pringle states that he has reported certain 
of his measures connected with this inquiry to the Most Noble the Governor
general, we consider that no instructions thereon are called for from thi:, Go
vernment. 

� No. 1 3  of 1 8  ... -Secret Department. 

To t.he HonC,urable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors for Affairs of the Honourable East India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, 
I. WITH our despatch dated the 1 2th May, No. 40 of 1 848, we forwarded to 

your Honourable Committee copy of a min ute which had been recorded on the 
24th of the preceding month, by our late honourable president, Sir Gt>orge 
Clerk, K, c. B., containing: the result of his observations durinp: h is visit to Seinde 
in the month of February preced ing, and his v iews and sentiments iu regard to 
the past and future administration of that provmce. 

2. With our further despatch dated the 1 6th October, No. 86 of 1 848, we 
intimated to ,·our Honourable Committee that we had r eceived a letter fro111 Sir 
H rnry Ell iot,-secretary to the Government of India, dated the 9th of tht:> pre
ceding month ,  informing us that the Right honourable the Governor-gt>ne1 al in  
Council approv€d �enerally of  the views set forth in the  above minute, and 
desired that this Government would proceed forthwith to institute the various 
inquiries therein recommended. 

3 .  In the same despatch we 1 :rt:w the attention of your Honourable Com
mittee to a letter which, under our instruct ions, our cl 1 ief secretary had, on 
receipt of Sir Henry Elliot's communication above alluded to, addressed to Mr. 
Pringle, Civil Commissioner in Sci nde, relafrrn to the allegation against h is 
Highness Meer Ali Moorc1d of Khyrpoor, noticed iu the 92d to 97th paras. of 
Sir George Clerk's minute, of his  H ighm:ss having, by means of the substitution 
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of a fabricated • for a genuine document, appropriated to himself a district which 
belongs to the British Government ; we at the same time informed your Hon
ourable Committee that with reference to the then (October 1 848) aspect of 
affairs in the North-west, we had vested Mr. Pringle with a discretionary autho
rity to delay for a time his inquiry into this allegation. 

4. We have now the honour to transmit to your Honorable Committee, copy 
of a letter from Mr. Pringle, dated the 1 6th ultimo, forwarding copy of a 
memorandum connected with the affairs of his Highness Meer Ali Moorad, 
which was submitted by that gentleman to the most noble the Governor-general 
of India at Sukkur. In forwarding this memorandum Mr. Pringle stated that 
from the result of his inquiries into the fraud imputed to Meer Ali Moorad in 
the instance auove alluded to, he was of opinion that, prima facie, " the only con
clusion which can be reasonably come to is, that there remains but liul� ground 
for any moral doubt that the fraud was committed as alleged." 

5. Mr. Pringle next observed : " If this conclusion be adopted, the next point 
for consideration would be how Ali Moorad should be dealt with in reference 
to it .  I pl'esume that even if the fraud were openly brought home to the Ameer, 
whatever may he the opinion as to its moral turpitude, yet adverting to his 
position as an independent sovereign it would not be thought necessary to caU 
for stronger measures than the resumption of the districts which have been 
obtained by means of i t, and that if this can be effected without his open con
viction, it will hardly be thought expedient to expose to his own subjects and 
to the world in general, as guilty of so hase an act, a prince with whom we a,e 
tn continue on terms of amity and allian'!e. Under this impression, llhe course 
I would recommend, for at once protecting our owB interests and saving the 
reputation of our ally, would be simply to intimate to the Ameer, t hat as any 
cession within the tract where the districts in question are situated is to be 
received as a matter of favour, and as such to be conceJed only when the grounds 
for it are free from all reasonable doubt, and as circumstances have come to 
the knowledge of the Go,.,ernor-general, since the arrangements of Sir Charles 
Napier were proposed, to sh11ke his  confidence in the document on which the 
cession of those districts was based, he must withhold his confirmation to that 
part of them in which i t  is in"olved. It is to be hoped that such an in timation, 
however unpalatable to ihe Ameer, would be acquiesced in, under the conscious
ness of the risk his own reputation must incur from any attempt at braving the 
issue if matters are pushed to extremity. At any rate, he can have no right to 
demand or expect a mure explicit declaration of the grounds of any modification 
in a measure admitted to be purely gratuitous on our part The result as 
regards our interests would be to retain for us an annual revenue of upwards 
of a lac and a half of rupeefil, with arrears from the time when the districts 
were made over to the Ameer in anticipation of the confirmation of Str Charles 
Napier's arrangements." 

6. With reference to the above memorandnm, and tbe documents therein 
referred to, our Right honourc1ble President recorded, on the 21st instant, a 
minute from which the following is an extract : 

" We have recently had the advantage of hearing the sentiments of Lord 
Dalhousie on the subject of our relations with Alee Moorad, especially with 
reference to the suspicions which attach to him of fraud in substituting a leaf i• 
the treaty with the late Meer Roostum Khan, whereby (if these suspicions prove 
true) he has hitherto enjoyed certain pergunnahs instead of villages of the smne 
names. 

'' It would appear that Mr. Pringle, the Commissioner in Scinde, being satis
fied with the inquiry that httS already taken place, is inclined to recommend that 
we should proceed to act almost as we should do were Alee Moorad's guilt unde
niably established ; for he is of opinion that we should offer to Alee Moorad 

such 

• On this subject we alsu beg to refer to the 4th para. of a confidential memorandum by his Excel
lency Sir Charles Napier, recurded by his Excellency when quitting the government of Scinde, and 
to a demi-official letter, addre1&ed by his Excellency to the Right honourable the late Govcrnor
general, under date the �lid Sept.ember 1 847, containing information relative to the alleged mode in 
which this suppo�ed fraud was committed. Copies of these documents formed enrlosures to collectinn, 
No. 1 ,  accompanying our despatch to your Honourable Committee, dated the 1 11th May, No. 40 of 
1 848. 
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such tenns. as we mar deem it right that he should accept ; and on the appear
ance of any hesitation. Of' indication of intended refu�al on his pa.rt, thM we 
should compel him to yield by a threat of exposure, and the disgrace that would 
accompany it. 

" This proceeding, shouid Alee Moorad persist in denying the fraud imputed 
to him, and demand inquiry, would place us in such a false posi tion that I can
not concur in Mr. Priogte•s suggestion, and I prefer to make an open and im
partial investigation into the conduct of the Ameer, that he may be absolved 
from all sus1•icion if innocent, and, if guilty, thNe may be no room for doubt as 

to the justice of the measures we may takf'. 
" With reference to the importance of the case, the high rank. and position of 

the accused party, and t:he serious consequences that may follow a formal exa
mination into his past proceedings. I am unwilling to adopt a final course on the 
evidence eollected, or the opinion formed by a single individual, however able 
and deserving of confidence ; and 1 therefore propose to appoint a eommission, 
to assemble at Sukkur, for the purpose of investigating all the circumstances 
conn�cted with the alleged fraud, receiving Ali Moorad's explanation, and when 
the inquiry is cJosed, reporting the re�ult to Government, with their opinion. I 
would name the Commissioner, Mr. Pringle, President of this Commission, and 
Major J .  Jacob, comman dant of the Scinde Horse, and Major W. Lang, Political 
Agent in 1'.att;y-war, members. 

" They should be in&tTucted to assemble as soon as p<>liible, Md to �onduct 
'1lis gmve i™fuiry with the w.most precision and celerity, so that no time may 
be lost, alMi Ila point may remain in doubt. As this mission will remove Major 
Jacob and Major Lang but for a short time from their ordinary duties, these 
mould be performed by their immediate subordinates, under the usual rules." 

7 .  The above Minute having been unanimously concurred in by the Board, 
orders to the effect therein suggested were communicated to Mr. Pringle, and to 
Majors Jacob and Lang, on the 26th instant. 

8. We have furnished the Most Noble the Governor-general of India m 
Council wilh copy of the above minute, and of the orders i&1ued thereon. 

We h11ve, &c. 
(signed) Falkl,and. 

Willoughby Cotton. 
J. P. Willoughh!J. 

Bombay Castle, 28 February 1 860. D. A. Bl<me. 

No. 9 of 1 861 .-Secret Department. 

To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors for Affairs of the Honourable East India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, 
l .  IN our despatch dated the 28th February, No. 1 3  of 1 850, we informed 

your Honourable Committee that we had appointed a commission, composed of 
the officers mentioned in the margin •, to investigate the charge preferred against 
his Highness Meer :\Ii Moorad, of Khyrpoor. of having, by means of fraud and 
forgery, obtained pOiSession of certain pergunnahs (belonging to the British 
Government), instead of villages of the same name which of right belonged to 
him. 

2. We now beg to report that the commission having, in conformity with our 
instructions, assembled at Sukkur, opened their proceedings on the 20th April 
last, and brought them to a close on the 8th of the following month. This 
investigation has terminated in a declaration by the commission that the charge 
against his Highness hai;:, in their opinion,  for reasons detailed in their report, 

been 

1 .  Mr. R. K. Pringle, Commi�sioner in Scinde, Pre�ident. 
2 .  Majur John Jacob, Commandant of the Scinde Horse, anc Political Superintendent on the 

frontier of Upper Scinde, M ember. 
3. Majur W. Lung, Political Agent in Kattywar, Mtember. 
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been most fully and completely established. A copy of this report, with its 
several accompaniments, forms enclosure No. 1 6  to this despatch. 

3. On these proceedings reaching this Government, our Right honourable 
President recorded a minute, dated the 14th June last, in which h is Lordship 
states, that after the most deliberate consideration of the facts mentioned in the 
Commissioners' report, and of the oral and documentary evidettc� therein 
recorded, he concurs with the commission in opinion that the charge against 
His Highness Ali ;\ Joorad has, by the most irresistible evidence, been clearly 
and satisfactorily established. 

4. His Lordship at the same time states, that he considers the British 
Government possesses an undoubted right to demand the restitution of all the 
territory of which it has been defrauded by his Highness, together "'ith the 
refund of all the re\·enues which his Highness has derived from this territory 
during the time it has been in his possession. 

6. Our Right honourable President further observes, that the period for the 
British Government enforcing these j ust claims affordc,, in his opinion, a highly 
favourable opportunity for placing all its relations with this prince on a per
manent and satisfactory footing. 

6.  His Lordship has at the same time recorded a special recommendation in 
farnur of the Ex-Ameers of Sciode, now resident at Poona, viz. ; Ameer Ali 
Buksha, a younger son of the late Meer Roostnm Khan, and his nephew, Meer 
Nmiseer Khan, the eldest son of Mobaruck Khan ( M eer Roostum's brother), and 
their families. Our H.ight honourable President's minute has been concurred in 
hy his Excellency Sir Willoughby Cotton, late Commandel'-in-chief at this 
Presidency. 

7. The Honourable Mr. Willoughby in an elaborate minute, dated the 14-th 
ultimo, has recorded his  entire concurrence in the finding of the commission ; 
anrl after noticing at considerable length the nature of British relations with his 
Highness lfeer Ali Moorad, has stated his opinion relative to the measures which 
should be adopted towards his Highness in consequence of the substantiation 
against. him of this fr1rnd. 

8. The Honourable Mr. Willoughby has in the same minute recorded his 
opinion relative to the arrangements which should now be taken to ameliorate 
the condition of the surviving Ex-Ameers of Scinde. 

9 .  In the 53d and following paragraphs of his minute, the Honour-able Mr. 
WiIJoughby draws attention to the fact, that in addition to the fraud committed 
bv his Hi�hncss Meer Ali Moorad in the treaty of " Nownahar,'' by means of 
�hich he obtained possession of the pergunnahs above alluded to, his Highness 
is now in possession of one fourth of the lands of Upper Scinde, which consti
tuted the patrimonial inheritance of the late Meer Roostum Khan under the 
will of their father, the late " Meer Sohrab," although his right thereto was 
questioued, first, by Lord Ellenborough, and subsequently by Lord Hardinge, 
when Govemor-general of India, on grounds which, in Mr. Willoughby's 
opinion, are most conclusive. Mr. Willoughby suggests that these lands should 
now be resumed, and be allotted for the maintenance of Meer Roostum's sons, 
urging in support of this recommendation the strong claim which the family of 
Meer Roostum possesses on the justice and compassion of the · British Govern 
ment. 

1 0. In the 105th para. of h is  minute, the Honourable Mr. Willoughby further 
shows, that the jagheers of Meers Meer Mahomed and Mustafa Khan, another 
and distinct branch of the Khyrpoor family, are likewise in the unlawful posses
sion of Meer Ali Moorad, and suggests that these jagheers should be restored to 
these Ameers. 

1 1 .  In the concluding paras. of his minute, Mr. Willoughby alludes to several 
other subjects connected with his Highn�s Meer Ali Moorad, and the surviving 
Ex-Ameers of Scinde, in reference to which, in his opinion, special instructions 
are reanisite from the Most Noble the Governor-general of India. 

12. The Honourable Mr. Blane has recorded a minute, dated the 23tl ultimo, 
in which he expresses his concurrence in the belief that his Highness Meer Ali 

Moorad 
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Moorad is guilty of the charge of having altered the origins] treaty relative to 
the pergunnahs above alluded to ; but, 'for reasons which he mentions, he doubu 
whether, under all the circumstances of the case, the British Government pos
sesses a right to enforce from his Highness the penalties proposed by the majfJrity 
of the Board. 

1 3. We beg to inform your Honourable Committee that we ha,·e transmitted 
the whole of these proceedings for the consideration and orders of the Most Noble 
the Governor-general of India. 

Bombay Castle, 17 January 1861 .  

We have, &c. 
(signed) Falkland. 

J. Grey. 
J. P. Willougl16y. 
D . . 4 .  Blant. 

EXTRACT Secret Letter from the Government of Bombay to the Honourable the 
s�ret Committee of the Honourable Court of Directors, date<l 1 6  March 
(No. 21) 1851 . 

Para. I .  WITH our despatch, dated 1 7  January last, No. 9, we submitted to 
your Honourable Committee the proceedings of the Commisdion, composed of 
the officers mentioned in the margin,• which under our orders assembled at 
Sukkur in the month of April last, for the purpose of investigating the charge 
preferred against his Highness Meer Ali Moorad of Khyrpoor, of having, by 
means of fraud and forgery, obtained poss�sion of certain pergunnabs ( belonging 
to tlie British Government) instead of villages of the same namt', which of right 
belonged to him. 

2. We at the same time submitted to your Houourab]e Committee copiest of 
the whole of our proceedings connected with this subjcc.t, inclusive of miuutes 
recorde<l by our Board on the Commissioners' report, and stated that we had 
transmitted the whole case fur the consideration and orders of the Most Noble 
the Gorernor-general of I ndia. 

3. We now beg to forward copy of a letter which has this day reached us 
from Sir Henry Elliot, x.c.B., Secreta1·y to the Government of India, with the 
Most Noble the Governor-general, stating that while his Lordship concurs 
generally in the view this Government has taken of the charges brought  against 
his Highn8's, and of the measures which are considered expedient for the 
•Government of India to adopt, his Lordship ha.s thought it right to submit the 
whole question, with his own opinion thereupon, for the consideration of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors. 

4. We have been, at the same time, informed, that as it is impossible for the 
small establishment in the camp of the Most Noble the Governor-Gener&! to 
make copies of the voluminous collection of papers connected with this case in 
time to accompany the above reference, it is the wish of his Lordship that we will 
cause copies of them to be transmitted to the Court as speedily as they can be 
prepared . 

5. As we have anticipated the above wish by already forwarding to your 
Honourable Committee copies of the whole of our proceedings in this case, we 
deem it unnecessary now to forward further transcripts to the Honourable Court 
of Directors, but beg to suggest that should your Honourable Committee see fit, 
our despatch above mentioned of the 17 January last, with its enclosures, may 
be m ade over t.o the Honourable Court. 

• J .  Mr. R. K. Pringle, Commissioner in Scinde, President. 
2. Major John Jacob, Commandant of the Scinde Horae, and Political Superintendent on the 

frontier of Upper Scinde, Membt!r, 
3. l\·lajor W. Lang, Pulitical Agent in Kaltywar, Member. 

t A iecond copy of these proceedings accumpanied our duplicate of despatch, No. 9, which wu 
di,pntched from Bombay, 'Vi4 Southampton, on the 1 7th ultimo. 
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No. 16.-:Foreign Department. 

To the Honouraule the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 
I HAVE the honour to submit for the consideration of your Honourable Court 

copy of a minute recorded hy me, having reference to the conduct of Meer Ali 
Moorad of Khyrpore, ant.I request your early instructions on the question discmsed 
therein. 

2. The Government of Bombay have been requested to transmit the volu
minous papers connected with the case to your Honourable Court by this mail 
if it has not already been done. 

' 

I haYe, &c. 
Camp, Boorhan, 1 March 1851. (signed) Dalhow�. 

ExTRACT Secret and Confidential Letter from .A. Makt, Esq , Chief Secretary to 
Government, Bombay, to R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner io Scinde ; 
dated 11  October 1 848. 

Para. 6. IN a memorandum (without date) left on the records of the Scinde 
Government by Sir Charles Napier, an imputation has been cast upon his High
ness Ali Moorad of hiii having, by means of the substitution of a fauricated for a 
genuine document, appropriated to himself a district which belongs to the British 
Government. Sir Charles Napier, apparently anticipating that further evidence 
could be obtained in proof of this allegation, recommended in the above memo
randum the measures that should in his opinion be adopted preparatory to the 
resumption by Government of the district in question. His Lordship i n  Council 
would fully concur in the propriety of the precautionary measures suggested by 
the late Governor of Scinde, in the event of the fact of the alleged forgery bE>ing 
established. The evidence hitherto adduced in confirmation of the charge is 
plausible ; but it appears that of the three witnesses who have deposed to the 
alleged fraud, one• is a person who had quarrelled with Meer Ali Moorad, and 
had left his service ; anothert had fled from the service of that chief. and the thirdt 
is at present in a British gaol as a convicted felon. 

7.  The circumstances which tend to give to this alleged fraud an appearance 
of probability are that Peer Allee Gohur, the second of the above witnesses, 
states that he wrote the original document for villages conferred, and the second 
document, in which a district of the same name as one of the villages granted 
11·as fraudulently substituted for the village itself. This ind ividual also states 
that Allee �Ioora<l gave him a certificate to the effect that he should be held 
irresponsible, if the fraud should ever come to the notice of the British Govern
ment ; this certificate you should require Peer Allee Gohur to produce. This 
indi vidual has declared that he possesses it, and that it was written by Allee 
Hoos�ein, the first witness, and sealed by Meer Allee Moorad. 

8. You should also require his Highness Allee Moorad to produce the Koran 
in which the grant is recorded, and compare it with the leaf stated by Sheik A.Hee 
HooRsein to ha,·e been the original record, and given by him through Allee Akbar, 
the moonshee. to Sir Charles Napier. 

9. A careful examination shoult.l also be made by you of all the letters addressed 
at the time of the conflict to the Ameers by the British authorities in Scinde, in 
which any mention may be made of the nature of the cessions of lands, by the 
means of which peace had been purchased from the s trongest. 

1 o. Captain Brown, in a memorandum which he furnished to Sir George Clerk 
<luring the peri«>d his Excellency was in Scinde, in  the early part of the present 
vear, alluded to three letters, the contents of which afford a strong evidence 
that the country given up to Allee Moorad did not comprise a district. 

1 I .  With reference, however, to the present aspect of affairs in the north-west, 
the Right honourable the Governor in Council leaves it to your discretion to d efer 
entering upon this investigation for the present, should yon deem it advisable. 
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No. 98166 of 184-9.-Secm Department. 

From tlre CommrssioneT in Scinde to the Right Honourable Vtscooot FIJlldand,.. 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

Mv Lord, 
As f am now proceeding with my inquiries into the subject adverted to in the 

6th and following paragraphs of Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter in the Secret 
Department, No. 386, dated the nth October 1 848, and may have to submit its 
details, together with our relations generalJy with his Highness Meer Ali Morad, 
for the consideration of the Most Noble the Governor-general, on the occasion of 
his approaching visit to this province, I have thought it advisable, as a precau
tionary measure, to keep the military force in this quarter for the present as 
strong as may be conveniently practicable, with a view to give " eight to any 
arrangements which his Lordship may consider it expedient to adopt ; although 
I do not apprehend that his Highness the Meer will be disposed to offer any active 
opposition to the execution of his Lordship's wishes, even although they may be 
in some respect not altogether palatable to himself. 

2. With this object I have availed myself of the circumstance of the reliefs 
being now in progreas, to request the officer commanding in Upper Scinde to 
detain here for the present the whole 6f the 24th Regimeut Native Infantry and 
the battery now at Shikarpore, in addition to the head-quarter wing of the 24th 
Regiment Native Infantry, and the battery now on their way from Hyderabad ; 
and I also propose requesting the officer commanding Her M ajesty's 22d Foot, 
to detain that regiment for the present at Roree, where it is expected to arrive 
en the 27th or 28th instant, and was to have remained only till the 1st 
proximo. 

3 .  As I have every reason to expect the arrival of the Governor-general here, 
in the first week of January, these measures will not cause any great detention 
or inconvenience to the public service ; and I will let it be generally understood 
that they have been adopted merely with a view to the suitable reception of the 
head of the Government ; under which circumstances I trust they will meet with 
the approval of your Lordship in Council. 

4. I shall communicate the above arrangements direct to the Govemor
general, and shall not fail to keep your Lordship informed in due course of 
my ulterior proceedings in the affairs of his Highness Meer Ali Momd. 

Camp, Sukkur, 
1 7  December 1849. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. K. Pri-.gk, 

Commissioner in Scinde. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Mal.et, Chief Secretary. 

MuiUTB by the Right Honourable the Governor, substribed to by the Board ; 
dated 29th December 1849. 

Ma. PllINGLE ha.� reported his proceedings to the Governor-general, which 
may be approved. 

73. 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Falkland. 
W. Cott01a. 
J. P. Willoughb_y • 
.D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A.. Malet, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 366 of 1849.-Secret Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to R. K. Pring'le, 
Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
I .t.M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your I:,tter, No. 2366 of 1849, 

Dt>cember 1 7, and to inform you that the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council approves of your having submitted your proceedings therein reported to 
the Most Noble the Governor-general. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 31 December 1849. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A.  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 83 of 1860.-Secret Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde, to the Right Honourable Viscount Falkland, 

My Lord, 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship in Council, that the Most Noble 
the Governor-general arrived here at 1 1  a.m. yesterday, and was received with 
all due honours. 

2. His Lordship held a durbar this morning, when he received his Highness 
Meer Ali Moorad and his sirdars, and subsequently the chiefs and principal 
officers of our own districts. 

3 .  This afternoon his Lordship will return his Highness's visit, and to-morrow 
morning will proceed on his progress down the Indus. 

4. I have laid fully before the Governor-general the state of our relations 
with Meer Ali Moorad. His Lordship considered the questiom involved in 
them too extensive and complicated to admit of his disposing of them in person 
during the short time he could afford to stay here ; and was also desirous of 
having an opportunity of consulting with your Lordship in  Council, before 
adopting any measures upon them, with which view he will take the papers on 
the 1mbject to Bombay. 

5. I propose accompanying the Governor-general i n  his progress through this 
province ; and as I am to attend his Lordship this afternoon on his visit to the 
Ameer, and shall ]eave this early to-morrow morning, I have only time at present to 
make this hasty report of my proceedings, but I shall endeavour to get the papers 
on the Ameer's affairs copied in time for transmission, with such explanatory 
remarks as may be requisite, so as to reach youT Lordship in Council, i f  possible, 
before the arrival of the Governor-general in Bombay, in order that your 
Honourable Board may be previously placed in possession of the detail� of the 
case. 

6. Under the circumstances now reported, I have intimated to the Brigadier 
commanding in Upper Scinde, and the officer in command of Her Majesty's 
22d regiment, that there is no further occasion for the detention of the troops
here. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. K. Prin_qle, 

Camp, Sukkur, 14 January 1850. Commis�ioner in Scinde. 

P. S.-As the accompaniments to the paper which I submitted to the Must 
Noble the Governor general are very voluminous, I fear there may hardly be 
time t,> have them copied ; i n  which case I will merely transmit the paper itself, 
leaving a copy of the accompaniments to be obtained in  Bombay, from that in 
his Lordship's possession . 

(True copy.) 
(signed) R. K. Pringle. 

(signed) .A. Makt, Chief Secretary. 
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M1NUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief and the Honourable Mr. Willoughby. 

Ma. PRINGLE has acted with want of discretion in not making us fully 
acquainted with all he meant to lay before the Governor-general. He should 
be so informed. 

This is not the first time the Commissioner has evinced an inclination to over
look his immediate official superiors, and I think his conduct in  t.his respect 
should be noticed. 

25  January 1 850. 
(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Falkland. 
W. Cotton. 
J. P. Willoughby. 

(signed) A. ,Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

I WOULD not express dissatisfaction at information on any subject having been 
furnished to the Governor-general during his personal visit to the Province, 
more especially not, as in the present instance, when relating to one of his 
visitors. Previous intimation to us could not, I think, as Mr. Pringle was 
situated, 1>e looked for. 

(signed) D. A. Blane. 
25 January 1 860. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A.  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. TFilloughby. 

I no not understand that it i� meant to express dissatisfaction of the nature 
stated by the Honourable Mr. Blane. Mr. Pringle is to be censured for not 
having informed his own Government on the subject, not with having furnished 
the Governor-general with information ; and the i rregularity of his proceedings 
is obvious, for he now tells us there is not time to furnish documents, which may 
probably come under discussion durin� the period of the Governor-general;s 
residence in  Bombay. 

26 January 1 60. 
(signed) J. P. IYilloughhy. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

I HAVK no further remark to offer. 

26 January 1 850. 
(signed) D. A. Blane. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 29 of 1 850.-Secret Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknO\r

ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 14th ultimo, No. 83, reporting your 
having laid before the Most Noble the Governor-general of India the state of 
British relations with his Highness Meer Ali Morad, &c., and to inform you that 
his Lordship in Council disaµproves of your not having laid before this Govern-
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ment full information regarding a subject which it was your iateation to place 
before the Most Noble the GoverDor-genera], an irregularity of proceeding in 
this instance the more apparent as  this Government could not, until after the 
a�val ()f the _Go\·erner-geneml, �ome acquainted with th� me�u <If a question 
which you might have foreseen must have come ander d1sc11SSm11 duriag hi.a 
Lordship's residence at Bombay. 

Bombay Castle, 1 1  February 1 860. 

I have, kc. 
(�d) A. Makt, 

Cbief Sect"ebu,y. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 89 of 1 860.-Secret Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honounble Viscount Falkland, 
Go'Femor and President in Council, Bowbay. 

My Lord, 
W1Ta reference to my letter, No. 83, dated the 14th ius'3nt, I have now the 

honour to tranamit, for the info:rmation of your wdship in Council, cop.y of a 
memorandum on the subject of our relations with his Highness Meer A.Ii Morad, 
which I submitted for the consideration of the Most Noble the Governor-general 
during his recent visit to Sukkur. 

2. This paper explains so fully the progress and present position of the ques
tions to which it relates, and my views upon them, that it is unnecessary I sliould 
enter i nto their detaih1 on the present occasion. 

3. For the reasons �tated in  the postscript to my letter above referred to, I have 
left copies of the accompanim ents  to my memorandum to be obtained from those 
already furnished to the Governor-genera] . 

4. From a perusal 0f these document.a, your Lor. !ship in Council will learn 
that I have prosecuted to a conclusion the inquiries di1ected iu the 6th para. of 
Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter, No; 386, dated Ole 1 1th October 1848, and 
that the opinion I have been led to form from them is Ul.&favourable to his High
ness Meer Ali Morad .. 

5. I was desirous that these questions should have been settled, if pos!ible, by 
the Most Noble the Governor-general i n  person du.ring his visit to Sukkur, from 
a strong con•viction of the importance of their early and final settlemen t ;  the 
convenience of that opportunity for effecting it, and the increased difficulties to 
which it might ultimately be exposed by any intermediate delay after the i nqui
ries on the subject had been actively prosecuted and become matter of general 
notoriety, as well as of m uch anxiety and excitement among those affected by 
them. I t  was on this account that I thought it expedient to submit these ques
tions direct for the consideration of the Governor-general, instead of making them 
the subject of previous communication to your Lordship in Council, which there 
was no time for doing, after I had become fully acquain ted with their details, 
and completed my inquiries into them, which, indeed, I had only just' eiffected 
when his Lordship reached Sukkur. 

6.  As, however, the Governor-general was unable, for the reasO'D'S stated in 
my_  letter of the 14th instant, to settle the questions in person, it only remains 
for me to await such further instructions as f may receive from your Honourable 
Board after h i s  Lordshi,p-aaaU � bad aa opportunity of bringing them under 
your consideration, and consulting with you upon them. 

On the Indus, 
1 6  January 1800. 

I hav-e, le. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commiss ioner. 

P.S.-A.s there has been no opportunity of despatching this letter to Bombay, 
so as to arrive there before the Governor-general, i t  will he sent h:Y die. vessel 
which conveys his Lordship. 

Kurrachee, 23 January 1 850. 
(signed) 
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.MBMORANDUH on the Relations of the British Government \\'ith his Highness 
.Meer .Ali Mora� of .K!Jyrpore ; prepar�d by the Commissioner in Scinde for 
snbmissiun to the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, on the occasion 
of his visit to Sukkur. 
1. T&& &taae of oat" relatiou with his Highneu Meer Ali MMad is tla.e q...,_ 

tiou most. vrgently requiring the attention of the Governor-general in his pro
pegs through ibis province, and one whic.b the Amcer will <loo.btles.,; .make the 
&ubject of rep1esea.tation on the occasion of Lis intervie• with .Liim ; it may 
dierefoFe be conTenient that I &bould submit its preaent pOiition, with my vi.e•.q 
Gpon it, for his Lordship's coosiderat iou.  

2 .  Shortly after the oonqoost of 8ci11de, i .  -e., on the 28th Jun.e 1s,a, Sir 
Charles Napier reported to the then Governor-general, Lord Elleoborough, the 
principles by which he had been guided in the occupation of the territory 
acquired by t.hat event, which "'·ere to recognize, as being conformable to the 
law of the coua-try aud creed of the parties (by which w.e were bound by tr�aty 
t.e abide), tbe assumption of the Turban -0r badg.e of sovereignty by Meer Ali 
Morad, in virtue of the volu11tary resignation in his favour of h is elder brother 
Meer Roostum-any retractation of which was by the same law inadmissible
and the appropriation by Ali Morad of the lands which had belonged to Meer 
�stum, both in right of the Turban and as his personal patrimony, under a 
will of their father Meer Sohrah, in as far as they were in Meer Roostu�•s 
rightful possession at the outbreak of the war ; also to recognize Ali Mora.d's 
right to a l l  such lands as were in his own rightful possession at the same period ; 
and to retain all the r.est for the British Government in right of conquest or of 
forfeiture imposed on the Khyrpore Ameers generally for breach of engagements 
previous to the war. 

a. Lord EUenborough, in BUCceesive communications, some of which appear 
to liave patlled those of Sir Charles Napier on the road, assented to these prin
ciples and their apj>licatioo, with the exception of the Moognition of the transfer 
of Meer Roostum s personal patrimony, as to the authenticity, freedom, and 
legality of which he e:ii:pres11ed doubts, and on the two first points rlirected inqui
ries to be made by Sir Charles Napier, and on the two last intimated his inten
tion of i11Stituting them him�elf. He also expressed his desire that an authentic 
copy should be obtained of the deed of transfer, and that the extent of the rights 
conveyed by it should be so clearly ascertained as might guard against the pos
sibility of its application to the prejudice of independent interests. In reply to 
an intermediate communication from Sir Charles Napier, urging the necessit>' 
of an early definition of the respective territorial limits, he observed that th1s 
must depend on the recognition of the transfer of Meer Roostum's personal 
pat.rimony ; but if this were eventually decided against Ali Morad, the separa
tion of the public and private estates, with a view to the re8umption of the latter, 
sboul<l be made on terms fa\'ourable to him, and in the meantime the definition 
of theh undivided extent might be proceeded with. 

4. The result of Sir Charles Napier's inquiries tended to establish tbe 
authenticity and the freedom of the transfer both of the public and private estates 
of Meer Roostum, and those of Lord Ellenborough, its legality and the inad
missibility of itR retractation ; these points, therefore, appear from that time to 
have been held as decided, although no express declaration to that effect is ou 
record, and it may be inferred that the whole of the principles adopted by Sir 
Charles Napier in the uccupation of the conquered country were thencefonh 
acquiesced in by the Government of India. 

6 .  Meanwhile a question had arisen as to the appropriation of the territory 
north of Roree, which having been declared forfeited to the Bri tish Government 
previous to the outbreak of the war, could not, according to Sir Charles N1tpier's 
principles, be claimed by Ali Morad, either iu his own right or that of its cession 
by Meer Roostum, although it  was included in the latter. The northern por
tion of this territory, comprising the districts uf Subzulcok! and Boongbara, had 
already been ceded by us to the Nawab of Bhawulpore, an<l the views of the 
Supreme Government .in regard to the remainder were communicated by Lord 
Ellenborough to Sir Charles Napier, in a despatch dated the 19th September 
1843, in which, while its ultimate appropriation was left to Sir Charles Napier, the 
principles by which it was considered 1t should be regulated were indicated to 
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be, to assign to Meer Ali Morad revenues equal to those held by Meer Roostum 
in right of the Turban, with an equiva�ent for any such w�ich had been or might 
be ceded to Bhawulpore, and for certam forts ceded by Ah Morad at our request 
to Jessulmere ; to make such exchanges of territory as might be desirable for im
proving the respective frontiers, and to assign the rest, with the exception of 
Roree and a small arrondissement about it reserved for us, to Bhawulpore. 

6 .  I t  does not appear what measures, if any, were adopted by Sir Charles 
Napier in pursuance of this communication, further than the definition of Ali 
Morad's boundaries by a commission composed of Captain Malet, the Resident 
at Khyrpore and Sheikh Allee Hussain the then minister of the Ameer, which 
measure may have possibly been executed in conformity with such views as Sir 
Charles Napier had adopted in regard to the appropriation of the territory, and 
these may have been communicated personally to the Resident, but this can only 
be conjectured, for there is nothing on recnrd to show that such was the case. 

7. The next notice of the subject on record, is in the draft of a proposed treaty 
between the British Government and Meer Ali Morad, which was sent  to the 
Government of India wit.h a simple transmitting letter, dated the 4th May 1 845, 
unaccompanied by any explanatory information as to the principles and data 
on which it had been fra11 1ed. The effect of the terri toria l provisions of this 
treaty was to concede to Ali Morad, as a matter of grace, the application of the 
same principles to the appropriation of the country north of Roree which 
had been recognised by Sir C .  Napier as his right in regard to the country 
south of it. I t  was therefore so far more favourable to the  Ameer than would 
have been that of the principles indicated in Lord Ellenborough's despatch last 
referred to, that it conveyed to him the privRte as well as the public estates of 
Meer Roostum within that tract, and assigned to the Nawab of Bhawulpoor no 
more than he was in possession of by the first cession . It did not, however, 
allow Ali Morad any compenflation for that portion of the public estate of Meer 
Roostum which had been already ceded to Bhawulpore, and which, in a previous 
despatch, Lord Ellenborough had admitted the propriety of conceding to him 
on liberal terms. It was therefore, perhaps, on the whole not much in excess of 
Lord Ellenborough's intentions in the Ameer's favour ; and Sir Charles Napier, 
in thus exercising  the discretion reposed in him, appears to have considered that 
he d id so in the manner most appropriate to the deserts of Ali Morad in his 
relations to the British Government. 

8. Resides the recognition of the territories belonging to Ali Morad, the treaty 
provided for a mutual exchange of territory, the objects of which are not re
corded, but may be inferred, from the rough estimates and memoranda on which 
the arrangement appears to have been based, to have been the consolidation of 
the respective t�rritories within a more convenient frontier, and the adjustment 
of mutual claims which had arisen from the temporary occupation by one 
party of lands belonging to the other. In this last resptct, however, there is no 
express recognition of the conclusiveness of the arrangement, nor doe& it appear 
to have provided for the claim of Ali Morad on account of the forts in the Desert 
already al1uded to as having been ceded by him at our request to the Rajah of 
J�ssulmere. 

9. The receipt of thi3 draft treaty was not officially acknowledged by the 
Government of India, to which Lord Hardinge had intermediately succeeded, 
until the 24th October 1 846, when, in a despatch from Sir Frederick Currie, 
after entering into an explanation of the delay which had intervened, i t  wa� 
remarked, as regards the territorial provisions of the treaty, that the Government 
of India was but imperfectly informed as to the locality of the districts to w hich 
they related, that the effect of the transfer from Meer Roostum to Ali Morad 
did not appear to have Leen definitively settled as respects its bearing 011 the 
public and private rights of the parties, that there was some discrepancy i n  the 
names of some of the districts as enumerated in Meer Sohrab's will and in the 
treaty, and that compensation for the Desert forts and some pecuniary claims on 
account of collections had been unprovided for. Further observations were 
added on the other than territorial provisions of the treaty ; and it was intimated 
that, while ex J-ilanation on the above points was desired, to admit of a conclusive 
settlement of the whole question , the expediency of the proposed exchange of 
territory " as recognized, and it might be proceeded with at once, on the respec
tive values being satisfactorily determined, and that the Ameer might in  the 
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meantime be informed of the disposition of the Government of India to enter 
into a treaty of friendship and alliance with him, and of the necessary instruc
tions and authority having been given for its negotiation to the Government of 
Scinde. 

10. Sir Charles Napier, under date the 18th January 1 847, replied in detail 
to these objections. He promised to send a map of the territorial provisions, 
�hich was afterwards transmitted ; he recapitulated the principles by which he 
had been guided in the appropriation of the conquered territory, and the con
clusion he had come to on the effect of the transfer of Meer Roostum's rights, 
and which be had been left to suppose had been ultimately acquiesced in by 
Lord Ellenborough's Government ; he justified the gratuitous extension of the 
same principles to the forfeited territory north of Roree, as being no more than 
was required by considerations of liberality towards an ally who had abstained 
from opposition, and afforded us acLive aid at times when it was of importance ; 
he gave hi::s opinion on the mode in which the claim to compensation on account 
of the Desert forts should be disposed of, he furnished explanations on the 
apparent discrepancies in the names of the districts, and he repl ied to the remarks 
ou the other than territorial provisions of the treaty. 

1 1 .  No further communication on the subject was receind from the Govern
ment of India up to the close of Sir Charles Napier's government, nor indeed 
has any up t.o this time ; and it does not appear that any steps were taken by 
Sir Charles Napier in pursuance of the authority to proceed with the territorial 
exchange, in anticipation of the ulterior disposal of the treaty generally. 

12. In the meantime a circumst,.mce had come to Sir Charles Napier's 
knowledge, or rather he obtained proofs corroborative of former suspicions il1 
respect to it, which tended to invalidate the authenticity of one of the documents 
on which the application of his principles to the forfeited territory north of 
Roree lltld been based. This document was a treaty, purporting to have been 
executed between Meer Ali Morad and Meers Roostum aud Nusseer Khan, tlw 
son of their brother Meer i\lobaruck, towards_ the close of the year 1 842, au<l 
shortly before the events which kd to the war with the British. At that t ime 
the family dissensions of these Ameers had been IJrought to the i�sue of arms ; 
and in an action in which Ali Morad had the ad ,·antage, peace was purchased 
by the other two by the cession to him of certain lands e11 11merated in this 
treaty, which was written in a copy of the Koran. In virtue of this document, 
the lands ceded by Meer Nusseer Khan, and which would otherwise, as havi ng: 
belonged neither to Meer Roostum nor to Meer Ali Morad , have been appro
priated by us in the application of Sir Charles Napier's principles, had been 
appropriated, by favour, to Meer Ali Morad , as having been in his rightful 
possession at the time of the conquest. It was, however, brought to Sir Charles 
Napier's knowledge that a fraud had been committed by Ali Morad in respect 
to this document, by endeavouring to substitute in it the word " district "  for 
" village," in the designation of a place in which the village and its surrounding 
district bore the same names, and interpolating the names of some districts 
altogether ; and that when this 1:1ttempt was unsuccessful, the leaf itself on which 
the names were written had been extracted, and the matter which it bore was 
written afresh, with the desired alterations and additions, on another blank leaf 
of the same Koran, by the same peI"son by whom the original treaty had hern 
writtm ; the effect of which was to convey to Aii Morad districts of consideraLle 
value, in place of villages of trifling extent. This information was given to Si1· 
Charles Napier by Sheikh Allee Hussain, the ex-minister of Ali Morad, as being 
within his personal cognizance, and that of Peer Ali Gohur, an influential syml 
in upper Scinde, and the writer of this and other state papers in the archives oi' 
the Khyrpoor family� who had quarrelled with Ali Morad, as had Sheikh ..\li 
Hussain himself ; and the latter was then about to proceed to the Punjaub. The 
-extracted leaf of the Koran was at the same time produced by him in proof of  his 
statement. 

13. This was the state of these questions on my sncceeding Sir Charle:; 
Napier in the government uf the pro,·ince in the end of September 184'7, when 
he brought the subject to my notice as one then · pending, and informed me that 
the proofs of it wertJ with the secretary, the late Captain Brown. He at tbt' 
same time gave me a memoranuom detailing the measures he would recommend 
for adoption when the watkr should come to be disposed of, the purpon of 
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which, so far as I can recollect, for I gave t.he original to SiT George Clerk and 
retained no copy, was, that t he  districts in question would have to be resumed ; 
and that when this took place, I and tbe officer commanding the fO!'ces in the 
province, should then be present in Upper Scinde with a sufficient military force 
to support whatever measurf:'8 might. be requisite, although active oppositioa on 
the part of the Ameer was not apprehended. 

14. I forwarded Sir Charles Napier's paper to Sir George Clerk, then Govem� 
of Bombay, and directed the secretary, Captain Brown, to make a memorandum 
of the ci rcumstances cf'.>noected with the discovery of the alleged fraud, and to keep 
all the proofs for production when required ; also, to collect the correspondence 
regarding the proposed treaty, the I ecords respecting which he informed me 
were in some respects incomplete, and to be ready to give every requisite 
explanation u pon it when it should come under consideration. All further 
proceedings were deferred until the arrival of Sir George Clerk, whose intention 
it was shortly to visit the province. 

1 5. Circumstances delayed Sir George Clerk's visit until the month of 
February 1 848, when the season was so far advanced, and the state of his health 
was such, that he was unable personally to undertake the settlement of these 
questions, but he was made acqnainted with the information regarding the 
alleged fraud then in the possession of Captain Brown, and Jed me to expect 
that he would communicate to me  his views on the subject. 

1 6. Soon after Sir George Clerk's return to Bombay, the state of his  health 
obliged him to quit India ; and it was not until the month of October 1848 
that I l'eceived secret instructions from the Bombay Government, founded, 
I presume, on the information obtained by Sir George Clerk when h ere, to pro
ceed with the inquiry into the alleged fraud, but leaving it to my dis-eretion to 
postpone this i f  the then state of affairs in the Punjaub, where the Mooltrm 
insurrection had broken out, should render it expedient. 

1 7. In the meantime, my secretary, Captain Brown, who had proceeded to 
:\looltan to join his regiment on service, returned dangerously ill, and died 
shortly after m Bombay, without being able again to transact business. He left 
the papers connected with the fraud, and the records on  the subject of the 
treaty, to be delivered to me by his head clerk ; and it is froi;n them I have been 
obl iged to derive my information on these subjects under considerahle disad
vantage from the absence of such personal explanations as Captain Brown alone 
could ltave furn ished. 

1 8. In the ensuing cold &eas,m I proceeded to Upper Scinde, and paid a visit 
to l\J ecr Ali Morad, at Khyrpoor. I took that opportunity of going through 
the documents connected with the case, and obtained indirectly information 
Ltaring upon it, but I considered it inexpedient at that time to enter into any 
direct invest i�ation,  both on accouut of the state of affairs in the Punjaub, 
and from my having found the information on record regarding the data on 
which the details of the proposed treaty had been based very defective ; and as 
Sir Charles Napier was soon after appoi 1 1ted Commander-in-Chief in  India, and 
i t  was probable he might come out by the way of Scinde, I hoped to have 
obtained from him in personal conference such further information as was 
wanted ; w hen however I found he had gone by Bengal, I availed myself of the 
transfer to his staff of Captain Harding, my Persian interpreter, who had beeu 
w i th me at Khyrpoor, to send by that officer a memorandum of the information 
I required, which Sir Chal'le8 Napier did me the favour to furnish, as far as his 
recolJection enabled him to do ; and as he at the same time informed me of 
the probability of the Governor-general's early arrival in this province, and h is 
taking u p  the question of the treaty in person, I reserved it for consideration 
until then ; I have, however, in the meantime, since mv arrival at Sukkur to 
meet the Governor-general, prosecuted to a conclusion · the further inquiries 
directed by the Bombay Government into the aJleged fraud. 

1 9. Having thus explained the present position of these questions, I shall now 
proceed to submit my views as to their disposal. 

20. The principal territorial provisions embodied in the draft of the treaty, 
as i t  at present stands, are those i n  Articles 2 and 6 ;  the former containing 
a recognition of the territory belonging to Meer Ali Morad, the latter a proposed 
exchange of territory between h im and us. 
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�- la Article 2 the ouly po,tioo requiring coalideration is that relatiag to 
the districts with which the enumeration closes ; viz., those of Meer N usseer 
Khan, described a1 " Purgunnas Mt1brpoor, and Ma.thela, and Mihry, and 
village of Dadto." Theie are the possessi-Oos acquired by the treaty io respect 
to which the fr.uid is alleged to have been Cl,mmittt:d. 

22. The evidence in support of this allegation !eem!ll nellrly as conclusive as it 
is possil>le for any evidence regard ing such a tramaction to he. The witnesses 
are persons who at the time !-food high in the confidence of AH Morad. and 
occupied the most influential stations about his per�on. They profess to have 
been eye-witnesses of the fact ; and one of them, Peer An Gohar, to hav� be611 
the agent in its commission, against the consequence� of which to himself he 
produces a certificate of indemnity from Ali Morad, pu rpOTting to be11r hia seal · 
and autograph authentication . The other witness, Shaikh Ali Hu11sain, has pro• 
duced the extracted leaf of the Koran on which the int<>rpolatio1 1s are alleged Co 
have been at first unsuccessfully attempted, and which i t  ar,pears had fallen into 
his possession ,  and been carefully preserved by him. 1 he �ifle"l!lce of these 
witnesses was gi"en on different occ1-1sions remote from and apparently quite 
independent of each other ; it agrees i n  every particular, and is borne out by 
the proofs to which it rPfC'rs. The Koran from which the leaf iit said to hMve 
been extracted has been obtained by me from Ali Morad for inspection ; dte 
only point in  which its appearance at first sight rai:!es a doubt is, that the matter 
of the treaty is written on four pages, the three first of wltich arc on one sheet, 
so that the extracted leaf could not easily have been bound in between the 
first and second pages, u 11less it had been also part of a whole sheet instead of 
a single leaf, as it now appears ; but the other leaf may have been lilank, and 
become separated in t l ie  process of extraction, its preservation may therefore not 
ha\'e been cnred for. Peer Ali Gohur's e,· idence on this point ,  hefore the 
Koran and extracted leaf were shown to h im,  d id  not qui te agree with their 
actual appearal}{·e, but it is a point on which a trifling discrepancy at so long 
an interval of time does not appear to me materia l ly to affect his general 
cred i bility. The evidence of these two witnesses is further cotrfi rmed by that 
gi ven independently by one Joheeram ,  now a prirnncr in the Shikarpoor gaol for 
embezzlement, but formerly a monshee i n  the British A gency in Upper Scin<le ,  
and supposed to be thoroughly  acquainted w ith the transactions of the period ; 
he does not, however, appear to have been h imself an eye-witness. Fina lly, the 
allusions to the events in tl1e corre:,.pondence of the Britishg Agency at the rime 
when they occurred, with the Ameers of Khyrpore, i ncluding: Ali  Morad himself, 
tencls to the inference that the cessions, i n  respect to which the fraud is alleged 
to have been subsequently commi t ted, were of inconsirlerabte value, and not of 
the large amount which under its operation they now appe:i r. It is true that 
rhe witnesses are reputed to be notorious and unscrupulous i 1 ; triguers ; they are 
by their own showing accessories in the alleged fraud, a.n<l th,·y are now at bitter 
enmi ty w ith Ali Morad, it i s  therefore just possible th·at they may have con
spired to get up this charge against him ; but the particularity and consi-stency 
of their statements and tl1e concurrence of the collateral circums! ances are so 
strong as hard]y t.o be °''erhome hy these consi<lerc1tions ; while, on the other 
hand, there is unfortunately littie in the personal character of Ali �I otad to 
oppose any great obstacle to the credibility of their al le;ation . The only step 
wbich has not yet been taken is to obtain the Ameer's 01, n explanation on the 
subject ; this I have hitherto abstained from doing, as it would have brought the 
question to an open issue, which I was desirous to avoid until I could  ascertain 
the views of the Governor-general as to its treatment, but I do not conceive that 
any explanation of the Ameer, if obtained, would add materi-ally to the m-ean� of 
forming a j udgment. on the question ; for I apprehend there can be little doubt 
that he would meet the charge by a direct denial, if innocent, as a matter of 
course ; if guilty, as being not very likely, if capable of committing s uch a deed, 
to hesitate at disavowing it. Taking all these circumstances into consideratioo, 
as the matter at pre.sent stands, l feel that the only conclusion which can 
be reasonably come to is, that there remains but little ground for any moral 
doubt that the fraud was committed as alleged. 

23. If this conclusion be adopmd, the next point for consideration woul<l be 
how Ali Morad should be dealt with in reference to it. I presume that even if 
.the fraud were openly brought borne to the Ameer, whatever may be the opinion 
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as to its moral turpitude, yet adverting to his position as an independent sovereign, 
it would not be thought to call for stronger measures than the resumption of the 
districts which have been obtained by means ofit, and that, if this can be effected 
without his open conviction, i t  will hardly be thought expedient to expose to his 
own subjects and to the world in general, as guilty of so base an act, a prince 
with whom we are to continue on terms of amity and alliance. Under this 
impression, the course ] would recommend for at once protecting our own interests 
and saving the reputation of our ally, would be simply to intimate to the Ameer, 
that as any cession within the tract where the districts in question are situated s 
to be received as a matter of favour, and, as such, to be conceded only when the 
grounds for it are free from all reasonable doubt, and as circumstances have come 
to the knowledge of the Governor-general, since the arrangements of Sir Charles 
Napier were proposed, to shake his confidence in the document on which the 
cession of those districts was based, he must withhold his confirmation to that 
part of them in which it is involved. I t  is to be hoped that such an intimation, 
however unpalatable to the Ameer, would be acquiesced in, under the conscious
ness of the risk h is owu reputation must incur from any attempt at braving the 
issue if matters are pushed to extremity ; at any rate, he can have no right to 
demand or expect a more explicit declaration of the grounds of any modification 
in a measure admitted to be purely gratuitous on our part. The result as regards 
our interests would be to retain for us an annual revenue of upwards of a lac and 
a half of rupees, with arrears from the time when the districts were made over 
to the Ameer in anticipation of the confirmation of Sir Charles Napier's arrange
ments. 

24. As regards the 6th Article of the treaty which relate� to the proposed 
exchange of territory, it would appear from a comparison of the enumeration of 
villages and d istricts therein  given with the details of the memoranda from which 
the treaty seems to have been framed, that, of those to be ceded by us, whicht 
w ith the exception of Gotkee, Roree, and Kundra, consist entirely of the jaghires 
of Ali �lorad's nephews, Meers Meer Mahomed and Goolam Mustafa, value has 
not been taken for some of those of the former and all of those of the latter ; 
whether this omission was intentional or not, it is impossible in the absence of anv 
detailed explanatory information to discover, but it clearly cannot now without 
such information be admitted. In place, however, of rectify ing the omission, I 
am of opinion that all of these jaghires should now be retained by us, and 
restored to their original owners, the two Arn.eers above named. This branch 
of the family did not indeed receive any independent recognition i n  the will 
of l\'l eer Sohrub, which forms the basis of our present policy in Upper Scinde, 
and may so far be viewed in the light of subject jaghiredars ; but the elder 
of them, Meer Mahomed, appears always to have maintained practically a 
position of considerable independence as regards his own possessions, and the 
younger, Goolam Mustafa, held a somewhat similar position in virtue of 
his relationship to him�  A separate treaty was negotiated with Meer Mahomed 
by Sir Alexander Burnes, and ratified by Lord Auckland. At the outbreak. 
of the war, he was a considerable loser by the destruction of the Fort of lmam
ghur ! which belonged to him, and where most of h is stores were deposited. He 
then fled, as diiil his brother Goolam Mustafa ; but neither of them took any 

· active part in hosti lities against us. Both made their submission soon after to 
Sir Charles Napier, from whom Meer Mahomed received a promise that all the 
jagheers should be restored to him which he held at the date of the battle of 
Meannee ; but he does not appear to have been placed immediately in possession 
of the whole of them. N o  similar promise was �iven to Goolam Mustafa ; but 
this may be accounted for by his having been afraid at that time to urge his 
claims, and having soon after gone on a pilgrimage to Mecca, when his j aghi res 
were taken possei,sion of by Meer Alli Morad, but under the acknowledgment 
that they were held for us, and in view to being accounted for in the ultimate 
adjustment of our mutual claims. On Goolam Mustafa subsequently peti tion
ing fur their restoration, he was referred to Ali Morad as his rais or sovereign, 
apparently under the misapprehension that Ali Morad held them on his own 
account, although they were entered as cessions to be made by us to Ali ;\Jorad 
in the draft of the treaty. Of the jaghires of the elder brother, Meer Ma homed, 
a portion is a lso (Jroposed to be ceded to Ali Morad by the treaty, and of some of 
these Al Morad took immediate possession, on the ground, as he afterwards 
alleged, of their having been confiscated by Sir Charles Napier, and made over 
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to him on account of Meer Mahomed's failurP. to accompany him in the hill 
war ; but there is nothing on record to support this beyond the fact of their 
appearing among our proposed cessions in the draft of treaty, and our receiving 
credit for them, though not to their full value, in the estimates from which it 
appears to have been framed. On the other hand, on :Meer Mahomed's daim
ing subsequently to be put in possession of all his jaghires, in virtue of the pro
mise given to him .  after the conquest, his claim was admitted by Sir Charles 
Napier, and he was reinstated in those still in our hands, including some which 
it was proposed by the treaty to cede, but which Ali Morad had not taken pos
session of, while, as respects those which Ali Morad held, he was, as in the case 
of his brother Goolam Mustafa, referred to Ali Morad as his rais or sovereign, 
although they were held by him only provisionally, and to be accounted for to 
us. It seems, therefore, doubtful whether Sir Charles Napier ever did authorize 
the confiscation of these jaghires for the cause alleged by Ali Morad, and in any 
case it may be inferrE:d that he would have authorized their subsequent restora
tion, as he did that of those still in our hands, had he not been under the misap
prehension in this case also that they were held by Ali Morad in his owa 
right. In his memorandum in reply to mine, Sir Charles Napier indeed states 
in reference to this subject, that so far as he recollects he had said he would 
not interfere to prevent Ali Morad from confiscating these jaghires for the 
cause assigned ; but then he must still have been under the misapprehension 
that the right of sovereignty in them was vested in Ali Morad and not in us, 
and that it was from him, and not from us, that their confiscation, if merited, 
should proceed, whereas the contrary was really the case ; and as Ali Morad has 
to account to us for their revenues, we are the only party who benefit by the 
measure. But even if these jaghires had been confiscated for the cause alleged, 
it may be questioned whether Meer Mabomed's deprivation of them fQr the four 
years during which they have since been withheld is not a more than sufficient 
punishment for any failure in his feudal obligations on the occasion referred to ; 
for he  states, and I believe with truth, that he  is incapacitated by bodily infirmity 
from mounting on horseback, and that in lieu of personal attendance he had 
contributed 6,000 rupees towards Ali Morad's expenses in the hill war. It is 
from a consideration of all the above circumstances, which I have gathered with 
some difficulty from the records and personal inquiry, that I have formed the 
opinion that the jaghires of both these brothers should be excluded from the 
proposed cessions to Ali Morad, and restored to them. 

25. If the districts alleged to have been acquired by fraud be resumed, and 
the jaghires of Meer Mahomed and Goolam Mustafa excluded from the proposed 
cessions, as I have recommended, the provisions of the treaty, as regards the 
exchange of territory, will require to be wholly altered ; and I would recommend 
that, in place of the districts of Gotkee, Roree, and Kundra, which we have held 
up to this time, and which are conveniently situated with reference to the rest of 
our territory, we should cede to Ali Morad those which it is proposed to resume, 
and which have since the draft of the treaty been held by him, and are more 
convenientlf situated in reference to his territory. I have made an estimate of 
the result o these modifications both retrospectively and prospectivelJ, taking 
the valuations from the best data immediately procurable, and valuing revenue 
against money claims at 20 years' purchase ; from which it appears that it will 
eflect a settlement of all our mutual claims up to this date, both territorial and 
pecuniary, including compensation for the forts in  the Desert ceded to Jessulmere, 
and the unadjusted items of collections, and leave a balance of 31,584 rupees 
against Ali Morad, to meet any reasonable objections he may take to the details 
of the valuations, but which in the absence of such I would recommend &hould 
be conceded to him, in view to the attainment, on terms of unquestionable 
liberality towards the less powerful party, of an object so desirable for both, and 
which would leave no claim between them for future adjustment. 

26. If the districts alleged to have been acquired by fraud be not resumed , 
those of Roree, Gotkee, and Kundra, and the jaghires of Meer Mahmed, all on 
the east bank of the Indus, might be ceded to Ali Morad as originally proposed, 
and equivalent jaghires given to that Ameer from our territory on the west 
bank, whiQh would also eflect a settlement of m utual claims, with a nearly similar 
result, as regards the final balance, according to an estimate which I have framed 
on that basis, but with a difference in the details, to our disadvantage, of upwards 
of a lac and a half of rupees of annual revenue, and more than eight lacs in 
ready money. 
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27 .• There i& one mo� point to w.hich I would dmw attention, although no· 
allusion is made to it in the drafo of the treaty as it now stands, which is, a })J'O,, 
Tision for the junior members of t.he families of Ali Morad's brothers, Meers 

Roostwn and M.obaruck,. now residing at Khyrpore. None of these took any 
active part in hostilities against us, although they accompanied the heads of their 
famiiies in• their flight at the outbreak of the war� and, having lost all their pos-
1011Sions by its issue, were Stabsequentiy allowed to reside under Ali Mot'8.d�s 
guarantee, and entirely dependent on him for maint,enaooe. The insufficieucy 
af the provision assigned to them by him, and the illiberality of the treatment 
generally which they experienced at his hands, led oo frequent and bitter appeals 
from them to the Govemments of India·, Scinde, and Bombay ; and, under in
structions from the latte!'! authority, I had occasion recently to submit a full• 
:report of theia- case, in which I recommended that an annual provision of at leasCl 
j(t,OOO rupees should be seclll.'ed to each of those families- under our gual'antee ; 
ihat for Mee-r Roostum's family being chargeable ro Ali Morad, as the successor 
to his t.erTitory, under a reciprocal obljgation bo provide for· his maintenau.ce·; 
and that for Meer Mabaruck's families to us, as having acquired his- territory by. 
oonquest ; but I s11g·gested that the latoor chuge might not 1R1reasonahly be 
tlransferred to Ali Morad, as a condition of our gratuitously ceding to him M.eer 
Raostum's rights in the forfeited territory nol'th of RoPee. 'Fhe propriety of 
this- reaommemiation has been concurred in by the Gove1•nment of Bombay, as 
respoots the provision fur Meer Roostnm's family ; but i t  was eonsidered th.at 
there was not sufficient information before it to.admit of an opinioo being formed 
in respect to rhat far Meer Moobaruck's, Since reporting on the su·oject, how
ever,. I iiave discovered,, among the papers left by Captain Srown, docum.ents 
which t,end considerably to strengthen the view I had taken of it . .  I t  appears 
fmm these, tlmt at the same time that the information was given to Sir Charles 
Napier by Sheik Ali Hussain, regarding the fraud which he alleged to have been 
practised in the treaty m the Koran, it was also stated hy that persoo, that when. 
tmucssion. 0£ the Turban and his personal patrimony was made-by Meer Roostum
:in; fav-our 0i Meer Ali Morad, a separate agreement was ent.ered into �etweell 
tlie111, snipulating that Ali Morad should take upon himself any resr>onsibility to 
the BDitish Gov.ernment fr�r· the cession oo him by Meer Roostum of the territory 
Borth of Roree, whfoh had already been f@rfeited to it, andi that he should 
gnarantee the jaghir.es of Meers Roostum and Mobargck's sons, the minor 
Ameers above referred to, and the personal expenses of Meer Roostum himself 
and his family a1.1d f0llowei:s.. Sheik Allee Hussain added, that the Grigieal 
of this agreellkmt was in the handwriting 0f Peer Ali G0hur, the writer 
of the treaty in the Koran, and alSG of the public deed of cession, and 

that it was forwa11ded to Sir Charles Napier ui too smne time by Meer 
&ostum, with a letter fr.om himself, writteD! by one Sahr Ali Shah, bm 
that the messenget" was intercepted, and both papers taken from him by Meer 
Ali Morad, and had subsequently come into his, Sheik Ali Hsssain.'s, possessi0n� 
aad were the:a dep(l)Sited with his son, at Mooltan, whence he promieed lo procure
them. This he accordingly <lid, and furwarded them to Captain Brown., with a 
letter from himself, which arrived after Sir Charles Napier's departute. The 
evidence independently given by Peer Ali fu>hur on the sub�ct is entirely in 
aceordimce with. this statement, and he hes since, on being shown the original 
private agreement bet"eea the Ameers, iflentmed itt, and acknowledged it to be 
m his handwriti:ag, as hM Sahr Ali Shah, � a Soohedar in the Upper Scinde 
f)Ol-ice, the tran11nitting letter from M€er Roostum to Sir Charles Napier. The 
evidence for the gennioenees of these documftlts thet'efol'e seems to be nearly as 
oonc)usive as that in support of the alleged fraud ia the Koraa treaty. The 
objects of Ali Morad in tbeir 1uppl'e88ion, appear to have been to prevent their 
operumg 1Jo invalidate his title, in virme of Meet' Roosttm1's publie deed ef 
transfer to the lands morth of Roree, at0d te> escape from the ohligation they 
crmtain, to provide fer the filmHies of Meers Roostum and Mobaruek. The first 
of these objects has indeed failed, inasmaefl as Sir Cha-rles,Napier ne..-er admitted 
Ali Morad's claim of right to the territory north of Roree, although disposed t& 
concede to him Meer R.0ostum's interest in it as a matter of grace ;  i t  may be 
:remuked, however, as regards this point, that the discovery of these doeuments. 
if they are to be relied upon as genuine, aff'oree a strong • corrGboNtion of the 
justiee «>f 1hat view, and of any measure& which it may now be theught expedient 
to haae upon it. The othn objeet has been so m 111ocessful, that the families 
of Meers Roostum and l\foobaruck have hitherto been left at the merey of Meer 
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:Ali Morad for a 'maintenance, and that which he has provided ·for them has, as 
rthere is 1 too mu.ch reason to believe, been mi8erably inadequate to their ·wants. 
To rescue them from this 'state of dependency, which consideration& of humanity 
as well as regard for our own, character -seem to ·require,'I would , recommeud· th1lt 
iitsbould ·be made an express article in the tTeaty, that Ali Morad should · assign 
a cleaT annual allowance in money or land of 20,000 • rupees for the maintenance 
, of the families of eaeh of those Ameers, to he held under the guarantee of the 
·British Government, and subject to no diminution hut with its consent, and to 
be enjoyed whether they reside in Ali Morad's territoTy <1f in ours. It would 
perhaps be sufficient, w i thout alluding to the suppression of the documents, the 
public exposure• of which could not but be discreditable to Meer Ali Mor11d, to 
base this measure on its inherent reasonableness, and its consequently having 

•aeen ·made a .condition of the otherwiBe gratuitous cession of the forfeited terri-
tarv ; but the consciousness of the existence of finch doouments·would no doubt 
fiicilitate the Ameer's uquieecence in such an a:n-angement, and they • might be 
tlreld in reserve to support it, ·-should he ·&how . any dispo!itioo to withhold his 
11:0illlellt. 

28. The above are t'he prineipal modifications which it occurs ro me to M1g
:�st in die, praposed treaty ; but in -ghing effect to 1them, it · will be necessary 
•entirely to rtC8it the matter of it ; and in deiug - so, I think it may he IJrottght 
into a fonn moreal!Bimilated to other instrnments of: the kind · in •In.dia, and more 
•imple and :  precise· in its provisions. ff his I have endeav001'ed to dQ in a rough 
...traft, , herewith submitted for the com,idera.tion of the Governor-gen�ral, and' fffl" 
1mch mooincations.:as may appear to h im expedient. 

29. I ha..-e collected , in the form ()f iappe11ilices tio this memorandum, copies 
and extracts of . the principal correspondence bearing on the subjects discussed 
in it, and of' the documents to which it refers, and shall be prepared. to give 
such further personal explanations as may be requisite for their more complete 
understanding. 

30. In conclusion, I would strongly urge upon the consideration of the 
Governm--general, ·the importance of his at once authorizing the requisite 
negotiations heing proceeded with, in ".iew to � . final settlement of these 
questions, and the submission of the treaty, which may be agreed to upon them, 
far ms Tatifioation · daring his - stay here ; M it is 'Dot likely that · 80  CODYenient 
ai (1>portunity iwin -again ocC'Or for their expeditions and satisfactory .disposal, 
and it is of the utmost consequence to tihe interests - of this ,:iart of · Scinde that 
they should be no longf!r , .al-lo-wed to, remain in 'a-state of abeyance, each suc
cessive year of which tends to complicate their ultimate adjustment, and render 
a a:nia.tter , of• ·greater driumalty ; iwhirle the 'uncertainty in wl1ich both rulers 
mJCl ·subjects iardleft, ·as fx>, 1'he , ·effect of:their ultimate , decision, is most obstruc
tive ·to all improvement, . ,or1 ths1adoption of,any ·measures of a permanent cha
llaDtet", SDd a wide meld for intrigue and corruption is left open to those .who 
,have,, cnnare , su,ppesed t to ·ha,·e, any mfl•enee in their -eettlement. It is possible 
dlat the ,de&ails , Gf. the 1 !Valuati0Bs of mutual elaims ,and cessions may be less 
nicely accurate than longer time ,and ·more iainate • ·research might make them ; 
but l believe them to be sufficiently so for the arri\lal .at ,a fair .general approxi
..mate. result, and any .adva»tage . .to be expected from . .further inquiry is unim• 
portant compared wjth that �f. an .immediate.and .fine.I settlement. There are 
some of my propositions too, which will no doubt be far from palatable to 
Meer Ali Morad, when fiNt 1tated for his acceptance ; but I would hope that 
the quick appreciation of his own interests, for which he is remarkable, when 
directed to a perception of the advantages to be derived from a permanent 
adjustment of our mutual relations, and the risk of losing so favourable an 
�orttrnity for effecting it, will mercome any reluctance ·which he might other
wise feel to their details ; and that when these ·are properly repre1ented to him, 
he ·wm not withhold his early consent ·to the measure, in whatever form it 
may be proposed. 

'31. Theieffect of the measore·,will ·be to secure for us .all the political, mili tary, 
&cal, and :police adl"antages,antioipated by ·Sir Ch11rlos Napier from the conso
lidation ,of our· territorU!s "'itmn ,a well-defined frontier, and the confinement of 
Ali Morad's to the left bank of the Indus ; while, , ,if the doubtful d istricts are 
resumed, and ceded instead of those we now hold, it will ret.ain for ms country on 
that bank, yielding upwards of a lac and .a  'halfeof TUp€es . of annual revenue, and 
obviate the necessity of transferring to another power, and one for whose good 
government there is little security, their inhabitants, who.have now been living for 
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1everal years under our rule. It will also finally, and to us advantageously, 
dispose of mutual claims of considerable amount, for which no definite pro•,ision 
had been made in the measure originally contemplated ; and it will provide in a 
manner honourable to the British Government, and satiifactory to the parties, 
for those whose claims to relief had been long and frequently urged, and not 
without considerable reason. If these objects are not attained without some 
umbrage to the personal feelings of Meer Ali Morad, it is what has been brought 
upon him by his own misconduct ; and the substantial advantages secured to him 
are of a nature which should fully reconcile him to it. 

(signed) 
27 December 1 849. 

R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner. 

P.S.-Since the above paper was written, I have received information tending 
to show that two genuine copies of the treaty of Nonar were at one time on the 
records of the Sein de Government, but were surreptitiously abstracted from them, 
and a spurious one, containing the present interpolations, substituted ; to effect 
which, it is alleged that a lac of rupees was expended. This took place in March 
1 843, one month after the battle of Meeanee, and five months before the alleged 
fraud in the Koran, which was perpetrated 20 days before Captain Pope proceeded 
to Khyrpore to examine the deed (also in a Koran), in which the public cession 
of the Turban was made ; and took the opportunity of examining this one also, 
when of course it would correspond with its present appearance. I have not the 
means of immediately verifying this information, and it may not perhaps be 
strictly accurate in its details, but there are circumstances which give t.o its 
general substance a considerable primafacie appearance of probability. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner. 1 January 1 860. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) G. l11verarily, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

Note.-Here follow six leaves, of which the five first represent five leaves pre
fixed to, or inserted in, the Koran ; the sixth, a leaf of the Koran. The pages 
of these leavt-.s are represented as follows :-

1 st leaf 

2d leaf 

3d leaf 

4th leaf 

[ Vide Exhibit (F), page 208.] 
Pages. 

I.  Possible method in which the forgery was accomplished, as 
appears from the first statement of Peer Ali Gohur, and the 
present state of the book on which the Sunnud was given. 

2. Blank prior to the forgery being attempted ; but on that 
occasion formed the sheet on which the first portion of the 
Sunnud was re-written, and therefore now contains the par• 
tion said to have been forged. 

{ 
3. Originally blank. 

• 4, Originally blank, but accompanied the other page of which 
it is a portion, when the latter was extracted. 

6. Page of the Koran on which the first sheet or commencement { 
6. Originally blank. 

.. 
of the Sunnud was originally written ; subsequently ex• 
tracted when the forgery was completed. 

{ 

7. Originally comprised the second sheet of the Sunnud, and 
still does so. - 8. Originally comprised the third sheet of the Sunnud, and still 

does so. 

( 

9.  Originally contained the fourth sheet of the Sunnud, and still 
does so. Here the Sunnud closes, with the seals of Meers 

5th leaf - Roostum and N usseer Khan, as also that of Meer A.Ii 
Ackbur. 

1 0. Blank. 

45th leaf {
1 1. Here follows the Komn. 

- 12. Blaak. 
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he will supply the information therein called for ; also Copy of Translation of the Will of Mee:- Sohrab Khan - - - - - - - - - - p. 24 

No. 4.-From the Right honourable the Governor-general to the Governor of Scinde, No. 260, 
dated 23 July 1 843, in reference to his Excellency's Letter of 28th ultimo, regarding principles laid down for taking charge of the Conquered Territory in Upper Scinde, 
and tlie genuineness of the Deed of Transfer of the Turban by Meer Roostum Khan to bis Highness Ali Morad - p. 24 

No. 5.-From Secretary to Government of Scinde to Captain Pope, Collector and Magistrate, Snkkur, No. 576, of 1 6th August. Forwards extract paras. 1 4  and 15  of Lettl'r from the Right honourable the Goveruor-general, dated 23 July, requestin� that he will make the necessary inquiries re�rding the alleged cession to his Highness of the Lands held by Meer Roostum in his own private right, and the resignation of the 
Turban at Deejree - p. 26 

No. 6.-To his ExcellPncy the Goveruor of Scinde, No. 298, dated 9 August. Acknowledges receiJ>t of bis Excellency's Letters of 1 3th and 1 8th ultimo, respectively, with his Lordship's views of the Customs of the Country in reference to the cession of the 
Turban and certain Lands to Meer Ali Morad, by Meer Roostum, the tenure under which Lands are held in Jagbire, and bow far these may go to support bis Highness's 
alleged claims - - - - • - - • - - - - p. 26 

No. 7.-From his Excellency the Governor of Scinde to the Right honourable the Governorgene:ral, dated 24 July. Forwards translation of a Will of Meer Sohrab Khan, of Talpoor, and suggests the formation of a Committee to determine the limits of Territory to be held by Government., and by his Highness Meer Ali Morad - p. 27 
No. 8.-To his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, No. 3 17 ,  dated 17th August 1 8i3. Acknowledges receipt of his Excellency's letter of 24th July, enclosing translation of Meer Sohrab's Will, with his Lordship's sentiments on the wording thereof, and sanctions the nomination of Captain French and Sheik Ali Hoossein for the purpose of determining the territorial limits - - - - - - - - • - - p. 28 
No, 9.-From Captain Pope to E. J. Brown, Esq., Commissioner of Scinde, No. 43 ,  dated 1 1th August 1843. Forwards for consideration sketch of the country and its several districts between Roree and Subsulcote of the Ameers, and their respective value - - p. 29 
No. 10.-Extract from Letter from Captain Pope to E. J. Brown, Esq., No. 44 of 1848, being his opinion with regard to the question as to whether any lands in Upper Scinde proJ>?rlY belong to the Turban, with enclosure from l\lr. Wingfield, Bengal Civil 

Service - - - p. so 
No. 1 1.-Prom Captain Pope to the Commissioner in Scinde, No. 45, dated 13th August. 

Reports that Deewan Shere Sing, the Ex-Ameer Roostum's head revenue servan� states that there is no prohability of any documents of importance connected with his late 
master's affairs being found in the Duftur at Khyrpore, &c. - - p. 3 1  

No. 12.-From Captain Pope to the Commissioner in Scinde, No. 56, dated 26th August. With reference to his letter No. 57 6, of 16th instant, and enclosure, paras. 14 and 15, forwards attested copy of the Deed of Cession of the Turban, &c. - - p. 32 
No. 18.-To the Right honourable the Governor-general, dated 1 6th August. .Acknowledges receipt of his Lordship's letter, No. 260, of 23d ultimo, and forwards Translation of Copy of Treaty written on the Koran by Meer Rust um Khan - p. 34  
No. u.-From the Right honourable the Governor-general, No, 3i6, dated 13th September. Acknowledires receipt of his Excellency's letter of 16th ultimo, with Enclo1mre ; 

transmits Translatio11 of the Treaty made by the Foreign Secretary, and his Note thereon • p. 36 
)lo. 115.-To his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, No. 289, dated 6th August, regarding the 

occupation of the Fort of Gattoora by the Raja of J essulmere - • - p. 39. 
71• C 3 No. 14.-
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No. rn.-From the Right hon�>Urable _the Governor-general, No. 384, da�d the 19t� Sef.tcmber. 
Acknowledges receipt of his Excellency's letter, dated 21st ultimo, enclosmg Captain 
Hope's etatement of estimated value of several estates between Roree and Snb
sulcote • p. 39 

No. 1 7.-Bein� Copy of Im•tructions 1o Captaills Malet and Tait, for defining the Limits of the 
Temtory belonging to the British Government, and those of his Highness Meer Ali 
Morad, respecting - p. 41 

No. 18.-To the Secretary to Government of India, No. 92, dated 4 May 1 846, transmitting Dm\ 
of a proposed Treaty between the Honourable East India Company and hi.a Highness 
Meer .A.11 Morad Khan Talpoor - • • • - • • - - p. 42 

No. HJ.-The proposed Treaty • p. 42 
No. 20.-To the Secretary to Government of India, No. 1 08, dated 1 9  May. Forwards for 

submission to the Right honourable the Governor-general, Translation of a Letter from 
his Highnes� Meer Ali Morad, regarding the proposed Treaty, with his Excellency's 
observations thereon - - - - - • - - • • - p. 44 

No. 21.-Ditto -
No. 22.- Ditto 

ditto - No. 1 00, dated 20 May, on the same subject -
ditto - No. 1 12, dated 22 May, on the same subject -

• p. 46 
- p. 46 

No. 23.-Ditto - ditto • No. 50, dated 1 9  May 1 846. Reqnelits that the Letter 
written by his Highness Meer Ali Morad, protesting against the terms proposed in 
the Treaty, may be forwarded to his Excellency, &c. &c. - P· -ff 

No. 24.-To the Secretary to Government of India, No. 186, dated 28 September. Forwards for 
submission to the Right honourable the Governor-general copy of LeUer from the 
Resident, Khyrpoor, regarding solicitude of his Highness respecting the TNtlty, p. 47 

No. 25.-From the Secretary to Government of India. with the Governor-general, No. 3Pa, 
dated 24 October, acknowledging receipt of the several Letters from Secretary to 
Go,,ernment of Scinde, relative to the su�jcet of the propo&Pd Treaty with his Highness 
1\Iccr Ali Morad, and states the reasons why the Government of India were unwilling 
to enter upon the matter iu a definitive form, &c. - • - - - • p. 48 

No. 26.-From his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, dated 1 8  January 1 84 7, being reply to 
preceding letter from Secretary to Government of India expressive of hia Edellency• 
sentiments on the several points therein noticed in reference to the pt@pOSed Treaty 
with his HiglmeS!! l\Icer Ali )Iorad, and tue subject of the cession oftae Turb1m in 
his favour by Meer Roost um Khan - - - • . - - ·- - p. 51 

No. 27.-To the Secretary to the Go,-ernment of lndia, No. 1 24, dated 8 Augu11t. Forwards'for 
submis�ion to the Right honourable the Governor-general, Copy of the Map called 
for in pe.ra. 7, of Letter,No. 396, of 24 Octeber, showing the position of tae &hyr,oot
territory and the British pos�essions, enumerated in the propesed Treaty - - p. 53 

No. 28. •-The Treaty Valuation, marked (A.), (It), (C.), (D.), (E.), (F.), and account 
current - p. 55 

No. 29.-Commillsioner's Memorandum to Sir C. Napier - p. ·59 

No. ao.-S"1r C. Na.pier'• ttply - - p. 60 

No. 1 .  

}'rom His Excellency Sir C. J. }{apier, Governor of Sein de, to the Rig ht 
Honourable the Governor-general. 

My Lord, 
IN ordering Captain Pope to take possession of the conquered territ.ory in  the 

north, I have laid down the following principles for his guidance. 
1. We recognized the assumption of the " TurlJan'' and lands appertaining 

thereto by bis Highness Ali Morad, on the free resignation of 'his brother. We 
were bound to do so by treaty, for such was the law of Scinde ; aud we were 
bound to abide by that law. 

2. With tl1c " Turban," accordiug to the will of " Sorab," went certain lands 
amounting to one-fourth of the territory bequeathed by the Ameer Sorab to his 
heirs. 

3 When Meer Roostum resigned the " Turban," which he <l id with all legal 
forms, he did at the same time, and with the same forms, resign to his brother 
the whole of his (Meer Rc,ostum's) territories ;  aud in retur,;1. his brother 
engaged to provide for his due maintenance. ' 

4. This 
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4. This resignation of his territories was written in the same Koran at the same 
1ime; and was one act with the resignation of the 1:urban. The whole was con
-flrmed by the signature and seal of his Highness Meer Roostum Khan. 

5. As we were obliged by treaty to recognize, and dicl according]y recognize, 
the formal transfer of the Turban, it appears to me conclusive that we must 
recognize every part of the transaction that is in accordance with the Jaws of 
Scinde, and of l\lahome<l ; by this law every chief is master of his property, none 
of which can be entailed. The will of the possessor decides who is to have the 
land, such at least I am given to understand is the Mahomedan law. If this be 
so, we are bound to concede to his Highness Ali Morad those lands which Meer 
Roostum had the right of making over to him by the Mahomedan law. 

6. But we are not bound to concede to his Highness those ]ands over which 
hia brother �r Roo!tum had no legal, right, viz. those which belonged to their 
nephews, the sons of Meer Mobarik. 

I therefore deaired Captain Pope not to place our kar<lars in the following 
territories : 

1st. In all those possessed by Ali Morad as his inheritance. 
2d. All which belonged to tbe Turban by the will of his. father, " M�r 

Sorab.'' 
3d. All that are written in the Koran as made over to him by Meer 

Roostum,  under the hand and seal of that Amecr, and making one act and 
deed with the transfer of the Turban, save and except those lands which 
were the property of his nephews, the sons of Mobarik. 

7. But l\Ieer Roostum recalled his gift of the " Turban" and its ]ands, and all 
that he did in that act. 

Question, Was this lawful ?-Ali Morad answera " No ;  by the law of 
l\lahomed every chief is master of his own property. If he gives it to his 
children, he may, in virtue of his paternal power, revoke that gift ; but if he  
gives it to a chief who is his equal, and over whom he  has not paternal power, 
the deed is final ; he cannot revoke the gift ; therefore Meer Roostum cannot 
undo that which he has done. The Turban and the lands of Meer RoostQm are 
mioe by right, in virtue of the Mahomedan law, and that of Scinde." 

Now, as I em given to tt11derstandJ that this is really the Mahomedan law, 
I have acted thereupon ; but I he.ve ordered Captain Pope to occupy the lands 
of Mobarik's sons. They made war on the English, were conquered, and tl1eir 
territory becomes ours. Such, my Lord> is the view I have taken of the subject, 
and I have ordered Captain Pope to act upon i t  till I receive your Lordship�s 
commands. It was necessary for me to act immediately; as the ryots were left 
in a state of alarm and uncertainty, one :party industriously spreadiQg the report 
that all the country was to be given up to his Highness Ali Morad, the other, 
with equal �,. asserting that he was to be deprived of all but his paternal 
U1beri-taiure. 

I was so tired by writing the rough copy of this letter, that I am sure yolll" 
Lordship will excuse my employiug my nephew as my amanuensis. 

I have, &c. 
Hyderabad', 28 June 1 848. (signed) C. J. :Napier, Governor. 

No. 2. 

EXTRACT firon a Letter frQlll the Right Honourable the Govemor•genell81 of 
lQdia t'El Hi.s E.xcelleocy Sir C4 Napier, Govern()( of Scmde, No. 703 ; �d 
2i(J· J\Ulle 18�8. 

Para. 2d. I iheuld he glad to save S8Dle i�lllllatioB abiou.t M�r Ali Mo��·s 
miniMer, 'WlJQ it said to have been �uch in Hindooata°" a.nd w4,Q seellls � �e 
bringing Hindo¥tane• as ooUectws iaro Sci.11d�. 

3d. It 
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2d. It is of much importance to ascertain without delay what lands i:-eally 
belong to the Turban ; and.as there must be at Khyrpoor some of the officers. 
formerly employed by Meer Roostum, it may be as well to endeavour to obtain the 
requisite information from them." 

No. 3. 
(No. 441 of 1 843.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to Capain Pope, Collector and 
Magistrate, Sukkur. 

,Sir, 
Bv direction, I have the honour to forward extract paras. Nos. 2 and 3 of a 

letter, No. 703, of the 26th ultimo, from the Right honourable the Govemor
general, upon both which subjects you are requested, after inquiry, to forward 
to me the information called for. 

I enclose copy of a translation of the will of Meer Sohrab Khan, showing how 
in the first instance the lands of Upper Scinde were divided between Meer 
Roostum Khan and his two brothers, but, as you will perceive, since then many 
alterations in the distribution have been caused by mutual exchange, &c. 

I have, &c. 
Hyderabad, 18  July 1 843. (signed) E. J. BrO'Wn, Secretary. 

No. 4. 
(No. 260 of J 843.) 

From the Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council to His 
Excellency Major-general Sir C. Napier, K. c. B., Governor of Sein de, 
Hyderabad. 

General, 
I HAD the honour to receive yesterday your Excellency's letter of the 28th 

. ultimo, wherein you state the principles upon which you have directed Captain 
Pope to act in taking possession of the conquered territories in Upper Scinde. 

2. Your Excellency bas instructed Captain Pope to occupy the lands which 
belonged to the sons of the late Meer Mobarik, as now belonging to the British 
Government by right of conquest ; you do not consider that any act done by 
Meer Roostum can have the legal effect of giving a property in these lands to 
Meer Ali Morad, and in this opinion I entirely concur. 

3. Your Excellency has directed that the lands attached to the Turban shall 
be deemed to belong rightfully to Meer Ali Morad, to whom the Turban was, as 
your Excellency states, freely resigned by Meer Roostum, and your Excellency 
rejects as invalid the subsequent retractation by Meer Roostum of this resignation 
of the Turban. 

4. It appears from your Excellency's letter of the 20th of December, that 
Meer Roostum had long been desirous of getting rid of the charge of the Turban, 
and from your letter of the 29th of December, that the Turban was resigned by 
him in the m�t formal manner, his resignation being written in the Koran 
before all the religious men collected to witness the act at Dejee, and the Koran 
was sent to your Excellency that you might see it. 

5. It appears from Major Outram's notes of his conference with the Ameers on 
the 8th of February, that Meer Roostum addressed a letter to your Excellency, 
requesting that the Turban might be made over to Meer Ali Morad, and finally 
it is consistent with probability, that under the circumstances there existing, an 
old and infirm man, as Meer Roostum is, may have been really desirous of 
relieving himself from the chiefship of his family, and may have freely resigned 
the Turban to his brother Meer Ali Morad, the next legal heir 

8. I concar 
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6. I concur with your Excellency in rejecting, as invalid, the subsequent 
retractation by Meer Roostum of this resignation of the Turban, and in recogniz
ing as now belonging to Meer Ali l\forad, the lands attached to the Turban so 
resigned to him. 

7. Your Excellency has further directed that Meer Ali Morad shall be 
deemed the rightful.possessor of all the lands which belonged to Meer Roostum, 
not in right of the Turban, but as a simple Ameer. These lands are now stated 
to have been made over to Meer Ali Morad by Meer Roostum at the same 
time, and with the same forms with which the Turban was iransferred ; this 
transfer of what may be considered his private property, having been made by 
Meer Roostum in consideration of an engagement by Meer Ali Morad for his 
due maintenance. 

8. Your Excellency's l etter of the 28th ultimo conveys the first information 
I have ever received from you that this transfer of lands, held not in right of the 
Turban, was made by Meer Roostum to Meer Ali Morad. 

9. Your Excellency now acquaints me that the resignation of his territories 
was written in the same Koran at the same time, and was one act with the resig
nation of the Turban by Meer Roostum ; but when your Excellency met the son of 
Meer Roostum, on the 6th of January, you tol<l him that his father would hold 
his lands according to the draft of the treaty, but must lose what was attached 
to the Turban, thus drawing a clear distinction between the lands held by Meer 
Roostum in his private capacity as a simple Ameer, and those he possessed in 
his public character as the chief of the Talpoor family, invested with the Turban ; 
and therefore on that day your Excellency cannot have been aware that his 
private as well as his public lands had been at the same time in one transaction 
ceded by Meer Roostum to Meer Ali Morad. The Koran in which the cession 
of the Turban was written, and which must have been seen by your Excellency 
on or before the 26th of December, cannot then have contained the cession of 
the private lands, or the wrjting therein must have been incorrectly translated 
to you. 

· 10 .  On the 27th of December your Excellency wrote to me : " There is one 
point which I do not yet understand ; some trick probably, but I cannot yet clearly 
see it ; there is an evident objection to my seeing Meer Roostum. Why, I do not 
know ; but I told Ali Morad I must and will see his Highness." On the 29th 
your Excellency wrote : " I have to tell you that Meer Roostum decamped 
yesterday morning. I met Ali Morad the night before, and desired him to say 
that I would pay my respects to his Highness the next day, and the next day 
I heard of his flight." Your Excellency then gave your two conjectures as to 
the cause of Meer Roostum's fl ight, and seemed to incline to the opinion that 
Meer Ali Morad had frightened him into the step in order to make his possession 
of the Turban more decisive. 

1 1 .  M y  conjecture is, that the resignation of the Turban and the resignation 
of the private lands by Meer Roostum were two separate transactions, if indeed 
the private lands were ever ceded by Meer Roostum, and the cession thereof be 
not altogether a forgery subsequent to the first transaction, which was of a public 
character, that of the resignation of the Turban. 

1 2. Whether by the Mahometan law, l\Ieer Roostum being a free agent, 
could alienate his hereditary lands, is a question upon which inquiry shall be 
immediately made from persons acquainted with that law, and the result shall 
be communicated to your Excellency ; but the indispensable condition of the 
legality of a grant is that it should be made by a free agent, and even if i t  
should appear that Meer Roostum had the power to alienate these private lands, 
it must be clear that he did so not under restraint, and not under delusion as to 
his true position, before I could justly recognize Meer Ali Morad as the pro
prietor of such lands by virtue of the resignation Meer Roostum is now stated to 
ha,·e made to him. 

1 3. That such resignation can have been altogether voluntary it is difficult to 
believe. Meer Roostum may have readily divested himself of the Turban, which 
made him the centre of the intrigues and machinations of his family, but be 
can hardly have been the willing instrument of the disinherison of his sons, or 
have freely reduced himself to dependence upon his brother for his own due 
maintenance. 

7 3. D 14. I request 
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14 .  I request your ExcP.llency will have the goodnelis to transmit ta me any 
copy which may have been made of the writing in the Koran, which was sent to 
you b)• Meer Ali Morad in December, and it woul<l be desirable that your 
Excellency should acquaint Meer Ali Morad, that being now first made 
acquainted with the alleged cession to his Highness of the lands held by Meer 
Roostum in bis own private right, ati d  being desirous pf proceeding in a 
matter of so much importance with all due regard to justice and even to form, 
I am solicitous that his Highness should place in the hand� of one of your 
Excellency's officers, for the purpose of having it correctly copied and attested, 
the writing in the Koran, whereby Meer Roostum is said to have alienated to 
his Highueis the lands held by him in hifl own heredita1·y right, without reference 
to the possession of the Turban. 

1 5. Your Excellency may possibly be able to obtain from some of the 
religious men present at Dejee when the Turban was resigned by Meer ROOMum 
some detailed account of what took place on that occasion. 

I have, &.c. 
Fort William, 23 July 1 848.  (signed) Ellenhorough. 

No. 5. 
(No. 576 of 1843.) 

From the Secretarr to the Government of Scinde to Captain Pope, 
Collector aod Magistrate, Sukkur. 

S ir, 
Bv direction of his Exceliency the Governor in Scinde, I have the honour to 

forward extract paras. Nos. 14  and 1 5  of a letter received from the Right 
honourable the Governor-general of India iu Council, in the Secret Department, 
dated the 23d ultimo. 

2. You are requested to make his Highness Meer Ali Morad acquri.inted with 
the orders of his Lordship relative to the " aHeged cession to his Highness of the 
lands held by Meer Roostum in his own private right," and you can at the same 
time request that the Koran alluded to may be sent to you, with the view to 
your copying and attesting the writing in it, whereby Meer Roostum is said to 
have alienated to his Highness the lands held by him. 

3. You will also, as directed, make the neceasary inquiries from such religious 
parties who may have been present when the Turban was resigned by Meer 
Roostum, at Deejee. 

I have, &c. 
Hyderabad, 1 6  August 1843. (signed) E. J. Brown, Secretary. 

No. 6. 
(No. 298.) 

From the Right H�nourable the Governor-general of India in Council to His 
Excellency Major-general Sir C. Napi.er, K.C. B., Governor of Scinde. 

General, 
I HAD the satisfaction to receive last night your Excellency's letters of the 

1 3th and 18th ultimo, with their several enclosure.� relating to the transactions 
with the Ameerft immediately before the battle of Meeanee, and also to trans
actions subsequent thereto between your Excellency and certain of the Ameers 
aml Chiefs of Scinde. 

It would evidently still be very desirable that we should be in possession of 
an accurate copy of the writing in t ! 1 e  Koran, whereby 1\feer Roostum ceded 
the Turban and certain lands to Meer Ali Morad. · In that writing, as translated,. 
there is some ambiguity. 

It would he very desirable also that there should be a distinct account of the 
land:1 and pri vilegcs appertaining to the Turban. 

We 
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We do not know what we're the rights of jaghiredars ; whether the Ameers 
could resume, and were in  the habit of resuming jaghires at pleasure, or whether, 
by the custom of the country and of the Talpoox: family, jaghires were not 
resumed as long a'3 the Jaghiredar remained faithful. 

It  may, happen thut Meer Ali Morad will be found to hawe taken possession of 
lands which Meer Roostum had no authority to cede, or that in  lands legally 
ceded, Meer Ali Morad has exercised his power i n  a manner contrary to the 
custom of the coqntry. The British Government could :  not sanction either of 
these proceedings. 

Calcutta, .  9 August 1843. 

No. 7. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Ellc1iborougk. 

From Major-general Sir C. Napier, K.c.B., Governor, Hyderabad, to the Right 
Honourable Lord E/lenhorough, Governor-general. 

My Lord, 
I SEND the will of Meer Sorab Khan Talpool'. I f  we take i t  for a lease, then 

Ali Morad would have three-fourths and we should have one-fourth of Upper 
Scinde ; that is to say, Meer Mobarick's share ; add to this, what belonged to 
Nusseer Khan of Hyderabad, now ours. 

I think that Captain Pope, Captain French, Captain Baker, and Sheik Ali 
Hastien, might form a commission to determine the limits, or Captain Pope and 
Sheik Ali Nujien could do i t. Bu!. by whoever done, the l imits of our respective 
territories ought to be determined quickly, as i t  keeps this country in  a ferment ; 
all want to be under us; and all new-oomers are prevented from fixing their place 
of abode till Ali Morad's territory is defined. 

I think Pope and Sheik Ali could get the works forward more quickly than a 
larger number ; but he would be very rigid with Ali Morad. This would do no  
harm as he i s  very g.rasping, I think, though fear renders h im very amenable. 

I have, &c. 
Hyderabad, 24 July 1 843. (signed) C. J. Napier. 

TaAN SLATION of a Will of Meer Sohrab Khan Ta/poor. 

I WRITE this .to let it be k nown that I h ave divided my country among. my sons, and I 
have given each a certificate showing what his share is1 and I have div ided the whole 
between my three sons, Meer Roostum K han, Meer M oobarick Khan, and M eer Ali Morad. 
I have divided the country, with whatever may be its annual prod uce, into fo u r  shares. Two 
shares to Meer Roostnm, as specified below. The district of N owshera, Kundeara, Tud
dagagnee, Boordeka, Roope, Oboui-a, Bhoombara, part of Suhzulcote, Fort of Bukkur, aud 
80We few scattered plact>s ; the revenue of half of these, with the Sur Shumaree, Jjara,. 
Zukat, M ehebaree, of all the coun t ry is for the expense of the Turban, and to belong to 
whoever holds it ; the other share to belong to Meer Roost um, as one of the three bro thtrs. 

The third share, consist ing of Ghokkee, Synd poor, Mahisra, Jamsyi;u, with its depen
dent vi l lages Mahabeyla, Meerpoor, and Mehukee Mughlee, and sundry other places, to 
Meer Mobarick Khan. 

The fourth share, consisting of Gajree, Khum by la, Fort of A hmedabacJ , City of Khyrpoor, 
with its dependent villages, Nara, nnd sundry other;places, to Meer Ali Morad. 

I have put each in possesl'ion of his district, and have written this wi l l  to prevent any 
quarrelling, and for 1 he peace and quiet of my family, and that the other Ameers, ru;ers, 
and Bt'!oochefs may know that  1 he country i8 to remain i n  the possession of my posttri ty, 
according to this my wil l .  If any one deviates from this, it will  be unwilling. I being of 
sound mind and body, have written this will to prevent any further quarrdl i ng. 

Dated 1 4 th of Zeekad, 1 244 Hisj r�e. 
(sealed) Sohrab Talpoor. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) H. J. Kelly, Persian Interpreter. 

73. D 2  
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No. 8. 
(No. 31 7.) 

From the Right Honourable the Governor-general of India to HiA Excellency 
Major-general Sir C. Napier, K.C.B., Governor of Scinde, Hyderabad. 

General, 
I RECEIVED last night your Excellency's letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing a 

translation of Meer Sohrab's will. 
The inference from the words of the will appears to be that the possessor of 

the Turban is entitled to an undivided moiety of the lancls specifically bequeathed 
to Meer Roostum, besides having the fines, taxes, and tolls, &c., mentioned. 

Until it be decided whether Meer Roostum ceded his personal moiety of the 
revenues derivable from these lands, as well as the moiety attached to the Turban, 
i t  would be impossible to proceed further than to ascertain what lands never 
belonged to Meer Roostum, or to :\leer Ali Morad, in Upper Scinde, and to 
take possession for the British Government of all lands which, never having 
belonged to either of those chiefs, were the property of chiefs who have been 
in arms against us, and have not since been forgiven by your Excellency. 

If the inference I have drawn from the wording of the will be correct, it 
would be necessary, in the event of its being decided that ME>er Ali Morad is 
not entitled, by any act of Meer Roostum, to any other revenues than such as 
appertain to the Turban, tu proceed to a partition of the lands bequeathed to 
Meer Roostum, which partition should be made on terms favourable to Meer 
Ali Morad; allowing to him not only lands producing a revenue fully equal to 
oue-half of the estimated revenue of the whole, but also lands of such value as 
might more than compensate for the loss of any villages and lands induded in 
the cession already made, and that which may be m ade to Buhawulpoor, and 
further for the cession of Sahgurh and the Desert attached to i t, formerly belong
ing to Jessulmere. 

There can be no  wish to deal otherwise than with the utmost liberality to
wards Meer Alee Morad : whatever may have been his views, he has apparently 
been hi therto a faithful ally. He has been so when his sudden and u nexpected 
enmity might have been fatal to our arm}, and we are bound to treat him with 
much consideration. 

We must ascertain, however, what his strict rights are ; and before we pro
ceed to give, we must know what he j ustly has. 

Your Excellency is already acquainted with the doubts which are entertained 
with respect to the validity of the cession of Meer Roostum's private interest in 
the lands he held ; if, indeed, any cession of that interest was intended to be 
made to him. 

Those doubts may be removed by the inspection of the original writing in 
the Koran, and by further information your Excellency may be enabled to afford ; 
when the decision shall be taken upon this point, i t  would be most desirable 
undoubtedly to proceed without delay to the demarcation of the respective lands 
of the British Government and .Meer Ali Morad, and to the effecting of the 
necessary exchanges and compensations. 

Captain Pope aud Sheik Ali Houssain may meet for this purpose, or if 
Captain French should soon join your Excellency, you might find it more con
veu ient to employ him upon t hat duty, leaving Captain Pope to his own labo
rious functions. Captain French would, of course, refer to Captain Pope for 
information as to facts. 

Captain Baker will be fully occupied in  the business of the survey. 
Even before the ultimate decision with respect to the private rights of Meer 

Roostnm in the ceded lands, much progress might be made by the referers in 
the demarcation of the lands which have, without any question at all, lapsed to 
the British Government. 

Calcutta, 17  August 1843. 
I have, &c. 

(�igned) Ellenborough. 
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No. 9. 
(No. 43 of 1 843.) 

From the Collector and Magistrate of Sukkur to E. J. Brown, Esq., Commi11-
sioner of Scinde. 

Sir, 
IN reference to copy of a letter addressed by his Lordship the Governor

general, under date the 27th ultimo, to bis Excellency the Governor of Scinde, 
this day received by me direct from the Secretary to the Government of India, 
I have the honour, in anticipation of orders from his Excellency, to forward for 
consideration the subjoined sketch of the country between Roree and Sub
zulcote, specifying the several districts of the Ex-Ameers, and their respective 
value. 

2. A.a the whole country in question was, hy a proclamation issued by his 
Excellency in December 1 842, declared to be , British territory from and after 
the 1st January l 843, his Highness Aly Moorad cannot found a claim to any 
portion of it, either on the cession to him by Meer Roostum of the whole of bis 
kingdom, subsequent to the issue of the proclamation adverted to, or on the 
alleged cession of t he pergunnahs of Mathelah and Dad lo by Meer N usseer 
Khan 8ome months previous to its is1,ue, and I have this day been in formed by 
his Highness's minister, Ali Hassen, that no claim as of right is preferred, but 
that his Highness will trust to the generosity of the British Government. 

As no part of his Highness's patrimonial property lay between Roree and 
Subzulkote, I have therefore to report, in reference to the latter part of the 1 st 
pard. of his Lordship's letter, that no pergunnah of the country in question be
longs to his Highness Ali Moorad ; no specific lands having ever been set aside 
as the property of the Turban, none within the above country can be i ndicated as 
attached to it. Ali Hassen admitted fully in conversation with me to-day ,  that 
no " lands" in any part of Sein de be1onged to the Turban, the claim of the 
wearer of it being solely for half the " revenue" of the country lately pos
sessed by Meer Roostum, with the addition of the whole amount of the taxeR of 
the same country. 

(signed) G. Pope, Collector and Magistrate. 
Sukkur, 1 1  August 1 843. 

STATEMENT showing the several Possessions of the Ex-Ameers in the country 
between Roree and Subzulcote, and their respective Values. 

NAME OP DISTRICT 
OR TUPPA.. 

NA.MB OP POBMBll POSSESSORS. 

- Meer Mahomed Khan, son of Goolam Hyder Turichanee 
Syudssore 
Maharee 

- Meer T11gil Mahomed, third son of l\leer Moobaruck 
- Mt-er Ma homed Ali, second son of ditto 

Gotekee 

Juttoree and Maha 
Sira -

Meerpore MasoaN oa 
· Khalen .T umshera 

{ Meer Ali Mahomed, fourth son of ditto -
Meer l\lillee M ahomed, fifth son of ditto 

} Meer Musscer Khan, eldest son of d i tto 

} Ditto ditto d itto • 

Khyrpore Dehr - Meer Rooatum, and sons -
l\Iamwah - Di t to - - ditto 

ToTA L  - Rupees five lacs, twenty-one t housand 

:} 

ESTI M ATED 
ANN U A L VALUB. 

Eu. 
6,000 

44,000 

90,000 

67,000 

35,000 

120,000 

1 34,000 

25,000 

5,21 ,000 

The above list commences w ith Tarichanee, near H.oree, and proceeds northward ; the 
pergunnahs of Bhoong-Born and Subzulkote, though formerly belonging, the first and one
third of tlle second to Meer Roostum, and the remaining two-thirds of the second to the 

7.'l• n 3 Hydrabad 
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Hydrnb:id Durbar, are not included, as they ba\·e already been made over to H. H. Bhawal 
Khan. The ann ual revenue of both united is estimated at one lahk and twenty thousand 
(I,20,000) rupees. 

It i:- proper to add that the revenue is f il tered al'cording to an estimate made several 
years ago when the prices of produce were highu thau at present ; a circumstance which 
must considerably affect the revenue of a country where the Governmen t  dues are almost 
exclu,ively levied in kind. I have as yet ha,l no opportunity of judging, by expe�ience of 
the anwunt likely to be realized, but I have minutely examinec..l into the capabilities of 'the 
country so far as that can be effected by repeated inquiries of the former revenue servants 
aud it would appear that it is one of almost bound leos fertility, that cultivation might �  
greatly increased at a comparativtly trifling expense, and that, under British rule, double 
even the above estiwated revenue might be looked for in a year or two, with a steady 
increase in the rates of the e.xiensio11 of cultivat ion. 

No. 10.  

ExTRACT from Letter No. 44 of 1 843, from the same to the same. 

WITH regard to the question as to whether any lands in Upper Scinde pro• 
perly belopg to the Turban, e,·ery inquiry I have made tends to confirm the . 
opinion on the subject I have already expressed. Sheik Aly Hasan, his H igh
ness Ali Moorad's minister, was with me to-day, and distinctly stated that no 
land ewr did belong to the Turban, and that the on ly right claimed for it was 
tha t  to one-half the produce (revenue) of the whole of the lands lately held by 
Meer Roostum, and to the whole of the produce of certain taxes on those lands, 
as specified in Meer Sohrab Khan's will. 

4 .  I h ave the honour t o  enclose for his Excellency's consideration the report 
of Mr. Wingfit> ld ,  whom I de:-patcl ied to Khyrpore to rr,ake iuquirjes on the 
above subject, and would now submit that t:very possible inquiry, so far as oral 
evidence is concerned, has been made into the subject, and that the result 
has ei--tablished the fact admitted by Ali Hassan, that no land in Upper Scinde 
belonged to the Turban. 

5. Of the authenticity of the will of the late Meer Soh!'ab, on which his High
ness 1\Ieer Ali M;oorad founds the claim of the Turban to so large a portion of 
the returns of Upper Scincte, his Excellency the Governor will be able to judge. 
I have already taken the liberty of submitting for his consideration such remarks 
�s occurred to me i n  reference thereto. I ha,·e delayed my reply to you fer some 
days, in the hope that his Highncss Ali .Moorad might, in consequence of a 
letter I sent him, furnish me with a copy of Meer Sohrab's will ; which I 
thought was doubtless among l\Ieer Hoostum's records at Khyrpore, but Ali 
Hassan, w horn I saw to-day, assures me that no such records were found there ; 
and it appears clear tl 1at whether this assertion be well or i l l  founded, there can 
be no rcawnable hope of the voluntary production of any document which should 
damag·e his Highness's cla ims from the records, which, if they exist, have been 
now many months in his possession. 

6. I think it uselesR, therefore, any longer to delay replying to your letter 
No. 507, but should I be able t o  el ic it any useful information regarding Meer 
Roostum'!- records from Dewan Shere Sing·, whom I have recalled from the dis
tricts for further examination into this subj ect, I will at once communicate it ; I 
think i t  probable myself that Meer Roostum's important records, if they exist ai· 
al l, may be discovered at Hydraliad. His Exceilency w i ll observe from Mr. 
,Vingfield 's report, that though  I ha<l not previously h eard of the circumstance, 
it appears that his Highness Ali Moora<l di <l cla im Khyrpore on his father's death 
in virtue of his (Meer Suli rab's) w i l l ,  but without success. Mr. Wingfield was. 
accom pauied to Kiiyrpore by Ali Ha:;san , w lio stated before setting out, that no 
records bearing u pon the subject tu be inquirec.l i nto existed at Khyrpore. As the 
only good moonshee here cou ld  not comenicntly be spared, I kept him at 
Sukk ur, informing Mr. Wiugfield t hat he should be sent out if any records 
r equiring careful examination were found. 
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Enclosure. 

From C. Wingfield, Esq . Ben. C. S., to Captain Pope, Collector 1md Magistrate, Sukk ur. 

Sir, 
AGREEABJ;Y to the orders of his Excellency Sir C. Napier communicatecl 1 ,y you, I have 

the honour to report for his Excel lency's information, that on the 6th instant I proceeded to 
Khyrpore to institute the d t sired inquiries. 

2. I called together five or six of the old inhabitan1s of Khyrpore, three of whom had been 
formerly in the service of Meer Rooi,tum ; from my inquirie s it appt·ars that there never had 
been any particular lands allotted to the mftintenance of the Turban, at least none of them 
had eVtr heard of such being the case, neither could l discover that there were any other 
papers that could lead to such an inference ; in short, I could ascertain nothing more 1 han 
you had previously stated in your report to his Excellency ; on the contrary, tl lese persons 
entirely corroborated your statement. 

3. I d id not examine the pupcrs in the office at Khyrpore individually, to ascertain their 
contents, as I had no nioo11shee with me, but [ asked if they could produce any that would 
throw light on the point at issue, whi ch thPy said they could not do, except those that have 
already b�en before yot1 and his Excellency. 

4. (n reply to the other questions pu t  to tliem, according to your desire,  whether Meer 
Ali Moorad had ever resided at and held pos�ession tif Khyrpore, I �ained the following 
particulars. After 1he death of their fa1 her, Meer Sohrab Khan, M eer Roostum and Meer 
Ali M oorad both resided for two years at Khyrpore, and shared the rt·venue of Khyrpore and 
the surrounding purgunnahs. In Khyrporc there were three " chabontrees ;" M eer Roos
tum usecl to receive the proceeds of one (the larges•) containing the grain, and the other 
two smaller ones belonged to Meer Ali M oorarl, who also received the tuxes levied on the 
surrounding purgunnahs. During these two years he repeatedly claime<l Khyrporc as 
having been left him in his father's will, which Meer Roostum as often refused, and at J ,u,t 
forced him to leave Khyrpore. I beg to state, that in  consequence of most of the iufloential 
people  havin� been a�ent from Khyrpore with Meer Ali Moorad when I was there, I could 
only C<'llect these five or six people to question u pon these points ; should his Excel lency 
wish the recorc l s  at KhJrpore to Le examined separately and minute ly  (in order to d iscover 
if there be an)'. that refer 10 the question of particular l auds being set aside for the Turban), l 
<=ould do  so wuh the assistance of a moonshee. 

(signed) C. Wing field, Bengal C. S. 
G. Pope, Colkctor and Magistrate. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) P. Goldne!J, Captain, Collector and M agistrate. 

No. 1 1 .  
(No. 45 of 1 843.) 

From Captain G. Pope, Collector and Magistrate, Sukkur, to the Commissionef 
in Scinde. 

S ir, 
IN continuation of my letter, No. 44, I have the honour to report, for the 

imonnati-on of h� Excellency the Governor, that Dewan Shere Sing, the Ex
Ameel' Roostum's head revenue servant, who arrived here late yesterday evening, 
states that there is no probabil ity of any papers of importance connected with 
his late master's afmirs being found in the duftur at Khyrpore ; such papers, he 
states, were always kept in the toshekhanne, which Meer Roostum took w i th 
him to Hydrabad, and he is of opinion that if the " toshekhanna " was not seized 
at that phice, it must be with some of the Ex-Ameer's sons, who are still at 
large. On being shown the copy of the paper produced by his H ighness Ali  
Moorad as the will of Meer Sohrab, and asked if he had ever seen a isirn i lar one 
in the possession of M eer Roostum, he replied, tbat he had not, but added, that 
bis not having done so was no proof that such a document did not exist ; that 
if it did, it Y,ou4d ha•rn been kept in the " toshekhan11a," which was not unuer his 
<:ontrol. 

3. He stated, that though at the time of Meer Sohrub's death, his Highness 
Ali Moorad was in possession of the revenues of one of the smallest cheeboutras 
of the city of Khyrpore, and a share in the revenue of the culti •,ation i n  its 
neighbeur-hood, it was ootorious that such had been ceded to him as a favour by 

n � 4  M� 
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Meer Roostnm at the personal request of Meer Sohrab, who had long before his 
death given up to Meer Roostum the government of the city and it.s depen
dencies, which he conducted accordingly. 

4. On being asked if he ever heard of the existence of the will of Meer Sohrab 
(copy of which I showed him), he  said " certainly not," hut that it might have 
existed without his knowledge, though its provisions, especially as regarded the 
actual possession and government of Khyrpore, did not appear reconcilable with 
the actually existing state of things previous to and at the time of Meer Sohrab's 
death. He added, that the facts, as stated in the preceding para., were notorious, 
and that he was perfectly ready to maintain his statement at any time or place. 

I have, &c. 
Sukkur, 1 3  August 1846. (signed) G. Pope, 

(True copy.) 
Collector and Magistrate. 

(signed) P. Goldney, 
Captain, Collector and Magistrate. 

No. 1 2. 
(No. 56.) 

From Captain Pope, Collector, Sukknr, to E. J. Brown, Esq., Commissioner in 
Scinde, Hyderabad. 

Sir, 
IN reference to your letter, No. 676, of the 1 6th instant, enclosing copy of paras. 

14  and 1 5  of a letter from the Right honourable the Governor-general to his Excel
lency the Governor of Scinde, dated 23d July 1843, I have the honour to state 
for the information of his Excellency, that I proceeded to Khyrpore on the 23d 
instant, for the purpose of personally inspecting the docume�ts referred to, and 
making the necessary inquiries into the other points on which bis Lordship the 
Governor-general was desirous of information. 

2. I have the honour to enclose, marked (A.), an attested copy of the deed of 
cession of the Turban, and the whole of the lands of-the Ex-Ameer Roostum to 
his Highness Meer Ali Moorad, and in order to show that the fidelity of the copy 
is beyond doubt, I beg to explain the method adopted by me in taking it. 

3.  The Koran was produced by the minister of his Highness Meer Ali 
Moorad, I took it in my own hand, seated my moonshee at a little distance, and 
dictated to him what he was to write. When he had finished, I caused him to read 
over what he had written, I comparing what he read with what was written in 
the book I still held in my hands, and when thiti second test had been gone 
hrough, I caused the moonshee to take the Koran and read aloud from it, while 

I compared his written paper with what he read. 
4. Peer Ali Gohur, the principal Syud in Upper Scinde, was, as I .was before

hand aware, the person who wrote with bis own hands, in the Koran, the deed of 

cession alluded to ; he swore to this being the case on my showing him the Koran, 
as also to his having seen Meer Roostum write the words " Buhal ust," after the 
seal had been affixed thereto by his order, and in his presence, by one of his 

own servants. The Syud was naturally averse to swearing to the above 
points, conceiving that it inferred a doubt of his word, and i t  is, I believe, 
generally known that people of rank have a very great objection to taking an 
oath ; but on my explaining to him, that i t  was not from any <loubt I myself felt 
as to the accuracy of his statement, that I wished him to swear to it, but from 
a wish that the utmost possible formality should be observed in  the verification 
of so important a document, he complied. I beg to add, that I distinctly told 
him that I had neither the wish nor the power to insist on his verifying liis state
ment c,n oath ; his cloing so was his voluntary act, on the explanation I gave 
him as to my reasons for wishing it. 

5 .  The accompanying statement, marked (B.), will sh'Jw that the sealing and 
signing of the deed of cession was witneiBed by several individuals, IE'!rvant.s of 

Meer 
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Meer Roostum, and of Meer Ali Moorad, and all declared publicly that neither 
by word or act did he (Meer Roostum) show that he was acting otherwise than 
of his own free will. 

6. The Persian being the language of business in the country, I caused my 
moonshee to ·write, before all the people assembled, an abstract of the proceed
ings, which was read over to them in my presence, and assented to by all, as 
correct ; the paper (B.) is a translation of this document, and I trust that the 
papers (A.) and (B.) respectively will afford all the information called for by his 
Lordship the Governor.general, and which his Excellency the Governor has 
directed me to obtain. 

I have, &c. 
Sukkur, 26 August 1 848. (signed) G. Pqpe, Collector. 

(A.) 
Not�.-Tbe document referred to u (A.) does not follow in this place. It is the Treaty written 

in the Koran, which will be found in Exhibit (P,) to the Report of the _Commiuionen on the 
eonduct of Ali Morad, dated 8th May 1850.-BH pages 20, 208, and 209. 

(B.) 
T:u.nLATION of a Persian Proceeding, inquiring into Matter which his Highnes1 · Me� 

Rooatum Kl,a.,, is said to have writ.ten on the Koran, making over the Turban and his 
PoKSeUions to his Highness Mell/" .Ali Muora.d Khan, 
01'1' the above subject the following persons were interrogated :-Peer Ali Gohur ; Meer 

Jungee Khan, uncle of his H ighness A!i Moorad ; Meer Chakar Khan, brother of 
his Highness Ali Moorad ; Sobdar Khan, Jelbanee ; Kumal Khan, Jelbanee ; Jahan Khan, 
Sbabee ; Md Ali Kutmutgar, of Meer Roostum ; Kooshee Ram Dewan ; Dewan Shere 
Singh. · . 

The following question was put generally to the foregoing persons : 
State what you know regarding the late transfer of the Turban and possessions of his 

Highness Meer Roostum Khan to his Highness Meer Ali Moorad Khan. 
l'eer Ali Gowhar states, I, with my own hand, placed and bound round the Turban on his 

Hi,;bness Meer Ali Moorad's head, excepting that bis HighneH Meer Roostum Khan gave 
three turos \f ith his own bands. The compact that Meer Roostum Khan made with bis 
ll:ghness M eer Ali Moorad Khan, I wrote myself on the Koran, and Meer Roosl om Khan 
wrote the words " behul ur.t," signifying •• it is truth." 

Jehan Khan Darogah, late in charge of the toshah kanah of his H ighness Meer Roos
tom Khan, states, I stamped (by order or his Highness Meer Roostum Khan) his seal, 
binding the compact made on the Koran. 

The following persona, Sobdar Khan, Jelbant•e ; Dewan Shere Sing, Dewan Kooshee 
Ram, state that they are witnesses to what Peer Ali Gowbar has said 111 being the truth ; 
they were present at the time the negotiation was going on. 

Deposition of Meer Chaker Khan, brother to Meer Roostum Khan, and Meer Jangar 
Khan, brother to Meer Soraub : 

At the time when Meer Ruostum Khan made over the Turban and his poueasioua to 
Meer Ali Moorad, I was obsent, but 1 hav1? been told all that Peer Ali Gowhar has sai,I. 

Question put to Peer Ali Gowhar, requesting him to s1 ate, from the first, a�l he knows 
concerninp: thi$ matfP.r. 

One day, Meer Allah Bux, son of hi:i Highfless Meer Roostum Khan, according to the 
orders of his HighneM, came to DJe, and at Peer Goote, where I live, and informed me 
that the Ameer hA-d sent for me, and accord ingly he touk me with him to Khyrpore to Meer 
Roo�tum Khan's house ; the latter <lirectfd n1e to go 10 Meer Ali M oorad, and bring him 
with mt>, in  01der that he might make over the whole of his country, together with J,he 
Turban, to Met>r Ali Moorad. 

I r<'plied, Give me some con6dentiul Agent of your own to go w ith me. The Meer repliE>d 
1bat Futly Mahomed Goree had already gone to Ali Moornd on the subjed, and said, It is 
not requisi te that nny one t'lse should go ; accordingly I procet:ded, and delivered the above 
meSBa�e. 

The next day Meer Nusseer Khan, son or  Meer Mobaruk Khan, and Meer Bussen Khan, 
eldest sou of Meer Roostum Khan, came to Deeje Khole 10 fetch Me.-r Ali Moornd ; and 
they told the Ame�r that Meer Roostum Khan was anxious to 1 1 1ake over the Turban 
and his posse!lsions to him. His H ighness upon this proceeded to Kaw npore, half way 
between Derje and Khyrpore, and met Meer Roosmm Khan there ; the latter then pro
ceeded at onl'e to Deeje, and there made over the Ritl's Turban, and the whole of his 
possessions, signing them away on the Koran. 

i3• E 
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TaAJl'SLATIOJII of Inquiries made respectHlg a Docummt, stated to be the Will of the late 
Meer Sorab Khan. 

Q VBSTION to Meer Zunjea Khan : If you are acqninted with the contents of the will 
ef the 1ate Meer Sonab Khan, state truly woat you-know. 

At the time when Meer Sorab Khan gave a copy of his will to e ach of his sons, and 
eeeled them, and wrote the words on each " bahul ust," sign ifying " it is truth," I was 
preseac, and the will now before me is. truly the ont>, sealed and attested by Meer Sorab 
Khan, .and given to hia Highne■s Meer Ali Moorad Kha■• 

Sukkur, 26 August 1843. 
(True translation.) 

(signed) 

No. 1 3. 

G. Pope, Collector. 

From His Excelleney Major-general Sir C. J. Napier, o.c.B., Governor of 
Scinde, to the Right Honourable the Governor-general in Council. 

My Lord, 
I HAVB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's letter, dated 

23d ultimo, No. 260, which reached me late last night. 
1 .  With regard to the 7th and 8th paras. I recollect that I did not take a copy of 

the agreement made in the Koran, between Meer Roostum and Meer Ali Moorad, 
because it recorded a mere fact, the original record of which was too important 
to the posseBBOr to be either lost or disputed by him ; because Lieutenant 
Brown and my moonshee, both knew the writing and seal of Meer Roostum, and 
his Highness does not deny i t. 

Because I intended to verify the fact from his Highness Meer Roostum's 
own lips. 

I now. forward a copy of the transfer of the Turban to your Lordship, which I 
had made the moment Roostum's transfer of land became a public question. 

2. I did not consider myself called upon to interfeTe with the transfer of 
the private lands of his Highness to his Highness Ali Moorad ; my duty was 
limited to the transfer of the Turban. The last was a public affa.ir, the first a 
private and even a family transaction. 

3. By reference to my letters and proclamations it will be seen, that I p,o. 
mised to preserve to all the Ameers their rights. If Meer Roostum had legally 
bestowed upon his brother (Ali Moorad) all his, Roostum's, land, I should have 
held myt.-elf pledged to support that gift in the discussion of the details of the 
treaty. 

If  Meer Roostum had not done so, then would his Highness in that discussion 
have rejected the claims of Ali Mourad, and I should have felt bound to support 
his Highuess Meer Roostum. 

lmore than once repeated to their Highnesses, Ali Moorad and Roostum, that 
all shoull.i b� supported in their rights and possessions ; my letters and proclama• 
tiops to this effect are before your Lordship in Council, but I never attended to 
the details of private transaction_s, the time for which had not arrived. 

4. In one of the letters to Major Outram I proposed, even after insult had 
been offered to me by the Ameer Roostum, to receive him with every honour 
and attention whenever he pleased to come to my camp ; from first to last I 
sought a meeting with Meer Roostum ; I made every attempt to succeed ; once 
I sent Major Outram into the Ameer't; cam p ; it was close to mine. He per
suaded Outram that he was tired, and could not come ; this was all trick, as I 
well knew at the time. I was always bafficd by the Ameer himself ; not by the 
intrigues of Ali Moorad, as Major Outram believes, but, as I assert, by the Ameer 
himself, which finally changed the opin ion I originally entertaint'd, that Roo�
tnm's flight from Deejee was caustd by his brother. I became satisfied tha� his 

fhght 



:flight was 
duplicity. 
Outram. 
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a voluntary act of the old Ameer's own concocting. He is fu)l of 
This subsequent events have proved. He fled in like manner from 

5. By the above, your Lordship in Council will perceive three important 
thiugs. 

First, That I made every attempt to 88Certain from the Ameer himself whether 
or not he had voluntarily made over the Turban to his brother, and I was invari
ably foiled by the Ameer h imself. 

Secondly, That I considered the lands given over (exclusive of those belong
ing to the Turban) as a mere private transaction, with which my Government 
had then no concern ; that it was an affair for after consideration in discussing 
the details of the treaty. 

Thirdly, That I was, without a choice, obliged by treaty to acknowledge Meer 
Ali Moorad. It was the Ameer Roostum, not I, that had given him the Turban ; 
but I was very glad that it was so, for it was evident that the Ameer Roostum's 
conduct made it almost impossible to negotiate with him ; I could not trust" him ; 
and Major Outram, who was his personal friend, was duped uy him. 

6. ,vhen we had conquered the lands of Roostum, then the time came to inquire 
into the claims of Ali l\Joorad to the lands which he affirmed were made over to 
him by his brother, and I formed the opinion contained in my letter to your 
Lordship, dated 28th June. This claim was no longer a private affair between 
one brother and another, but a public question between his H ighness and the 
English Government, and as such it became necessary to report to your 
Lordship. 

7. It may be worth remarking, that before Meer Roostom made over his 
Turban and lands to Meer Ali Moorad, at Dejee, he bad placed all those lands 
and the forts in the hands of his son, and out of his own power (see his letter, 
a transla;ion of which I enclose) ; he shows that he was casting discord among 
his relations, for it is evident that be had virtually made his son " the Rais," 
as Ali Mourad averred, and said he would not submit to thi s ; all this shows 
the duplicity of this prince. 

8. With reference to para. 14 of your Lordship's letter, I have d i rected 
Captain Pope to obtain and forward an exact copy of the act of abdication 
direct to Calcutta to save time. 

9. With reference to para. 1 5, I have given Captain Pope orders to make tlie 
necessary inquiries, which shall be forwarded to your Lord:;hip. 

I send some papers that ought to have gone before, but were not ready ; all 
others are preparing as fast possible, but most of them being in one book, only 
one person can copy them, which causes delay. I think they will all be ready 
in four days. 

I have, &c. 
Hydrabad, 1 6  August 1 843. (signed) C. J. Napier, Governor. 

TRAN s u TION of True Copy of a Treaty written on the Koran by Mew Rooatum Khan. 

AFTBB praise to God and the Prophet, Meer Roostum Khan Talpoor makes agreement 
with l\Ieer Alli l\foorad Talpoor, to give him over t he Turban, with al l  his lands, and tLe 
Sur Shoomaree Mehurbhuree Jezra, Jjarah Goozur, Fukery, as pointed out Lelow, and 
according to the customs of the chiefs of Hyderabad, and in  the time of the English 
Gon•rnment, from the beginn ing of the Khurreef uf 1 253. As M eer Ali Moorad has 
obtained 1he ;\J usund during my l i fe, he is also to take possession of the underm1:ntiuned 
country ; an<l as I have given it to him of my own free w ill, nei ther my sons or any of my 
relations can e ver lay claim tu the Turban or the lands herein speci fied.  If t hey should, i t  
must be considered invalid. Meer Al l i  Morad Khan is  to  ru le  the country, t .. ke t· an· of 
the army, and carry on all communications wi th the British Governmen t .  

I take a solemn oath on the Koran, there shall no t  be  a hair's breadth difference. Go<l is 
witness. 

Dated 17th of Zakad, 12681 Hejera. 

73. E 2  Name:; 
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Names of Districts and ViUages. 
The districts of Kodeeara, Choor, Abeygah, and Khuteyra, Nowshera and Feroz, 

Kundeeara Tuddagognee with Khyrpore and Roree, Meerpore Mahateyla, Ghotkee, the 
Desert, Regnee, Nara, F�rt of Sbahghur and Sirdarghur, and <?lher forts. The d_istrict of 
Ohara and Khyrpoor l)beek.ee, lmamwah, Bhoong�_arra, one-third of Subzul , Muozarka, 
Shikarpoor, Mooghlee, Roopa, Boordeka, Chuck Mnmarka, Kushmoor. 

(signed) R00&tum Faqueer Ta/poor. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. Pell!J, Persian Interpreter. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) W. Napier, Captain, A. D. C. 

No. 1 4  
(No. 376 of 1 843.) 

From the Right Honourable the Governor-gmeral of India to His Excellency 
Major-general Sir C. Napier, o.c.B., Governor of Scinde, Hyderabad. 

General, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of 

the 1 6th of August, enclosing a copy of . the paper by which Meer Rustum ceded 
the Turban, aud the lands and rights attached to it, to Meer Ali Morad. 

I transmit to you the translation of that paper, made here by the Foreign 
Secretary. 

Calcutta, 1 3  September 1843. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) EJ'lenhorough. 

CoPY of a TrP.aty, written· in the Kornn .  

PRAISE be  to God, and blessings on  the Prophet and his family. 
Mrer Roostum Khan Talpoor has made a compact and formed a treaty with Meer Ali 

Morad K l rnn Talpoor to the fol lowing effect :-At this time, during the supremacy of the 
powerful and exalted English Government, and from the Autumn of 1253, l (Meer Roostum 
Khan), of my own fret> will and pleasure, according to the rule and custom of the chiefs of 
Hyderabad,present to M1•er Ali Morad Khan (who is worthy o f  the chiefship) the Turban 
of the chielship nnd brotherhood, with the control of the whole of my coun t rv, with the 
(sir shumari) capitation tax, and (meer buhuree) river due!>, and (j3ziyah) tax on �thers than 
MahomEdans, and farms and tol ls and fisheries, a!! specified below, so that during my life
time haviug occupied the seat of the chiefship, he may take  into his entire possession the 
country �pt cified below. No one ofmy suns  or nephew!! l i as or shall have claim or entry on this 
same Turban and this s,101e country, \\ h ii.:h I ,  of my free will and pleasun·, bestow in gift. 
If any one advances a claim he is a liar. The administration of affairs, the control of the 
army, the negotiations with the English a l l  now depend on the will of Meer Ali Moorad 
Khan. In this compact the oath of the Kornn is used ; there shall not be the variation of 
a hair's breadth. God is a sufficient witness. W ritten on the 17th of Zee Quad 1258. 
A. H. [December 20th 1842]. 

Pt>rgunnahs Khobarah, Cheboor. 
Abeerea and Kutteerah. 
Pergunnah Nowshea Peroze. 
Pergunnah Kunabarrah, with Cherpore 

and Lohuree. 
Peerunnah Lud Kakum. 
Pergunnahs Meerpoor, Manhilas and K u

noonkee. 
Sandy Territory in Renee and Narah Forts 

Shahgurh, Sirdar Gurh, and other Forts. 

Perizunnahs Oobarrah, Khyrpoor, and 
Hurkee. 

Pergunnah Imam w·ow. 
Pergunnah Bul1oonuck and Borah. 
One-third of Subzul und Purgunnah 

Moozurkah. 
Pergunnah Shikarpoor Mor Ali. 
Per,.:unnah Roopah. 
Pergunnah Bulbudka. 
Pergunnah Chuck Moozarjah. 
Pergunnah Kushmoor. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. Thomason, Secretary to the Government or India. 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 37 

NoTE by the Secretary. 

'Sia C. NAPIBR, in his letter of June 28th last, adverts to the legal bearing of the deed 
.under which Meer Roostum abdicated in favour of Meer Al i  l\loorad. 

It bad been represented to !5ir C. Napier that every chief is master of his own property, 
none of which can be entailed ; that 1he will of the posseesor decides who i s  10 have the 
land ; that if he gives it  to his children, he may, in virtue of his paternal power, revoke 
that gift, but that if lie gives it to a chief who is his equal, and over whom he has not 
-paternal power, the deed is final. 

It is quite correct that every person is master of his own property, and that there can be 
no entail. He may give it to whom he chooses, The gi ft, when possession has been obtnined 
by the donee, is complete. It can, however, be cancelled under certain circumstances, but 
one of the barrieT'B to cancelling a gift is relationship within the prohibited degrees ; a gift 
therefore to a son cannot be cancelled any more 1han to a brutber. If made 1 0  a person 
not a husband or wife, nor within the prohibitt'd degree11, it may in  certain cases . be 
cancelled. 

So,·ereign power is not, however, considered property according to the Mahomedan law, 
nor is it regulated by the laws which govern thf' transfer of property, whether real or per
sonal, for there is no distinction between the two. The legal ti t le 10 sovereign po" er amonitst 
the orthodox Mahomedans of the Sonee sect rests upon the election of the chiefs or people, 
but as there are few i;overeigns who could bear to have their titles subjected to this test, 
much ingenuity has been exercised by lawyers to accommodnte their system to modem 
usage. The accompanying opinions by the Doctors of the M ahomedan College of Calcutta 
are a fai r  specimen of the kind of ariruments which can be brought forward. There is no 
reason to suppose the opinions 10 l,e otherwise than sound and correct. It i s  customary to 
refer 10 the law officers of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut when a legal opin ion is wanted, 
but there is only one such officer now entertained in the court, and the post happens at the 
present t ime to be ,·scant. By referring to the College the u nanimous opinion of ten 
doctors h as been obtained ; some of them are very able men, and aJI of them are well 
informed on the subject. lt w ill be seen that the opmions given lead to the snme resu lt as 
-was represented to Sir C. Napier, thou�h there is no ground for the poi;siu!e distinctions 
which '"'ere supposed to exist. The abdication of Meer Roostum ii1 t·omplete anJ i rre
vocable ; t he assumption of the power by M eer  Ali M orad is also complete and recogr1ized 
by law. 

30 August 1843. 
(signed) J. Thomu,on, Secretary. 

TRA N SLATION. 

Qu EBTION 1 st. The ruler of a country dit'd and left his country and forts to his sons ; 
they divided the cou11try and forts amongst them, and each obtained fu)l possession of 
hi11 own por tion. After a t ime one of  the sons gave and made over to his brothe1· h ii-1  
country, forts and powers. In this case can the donor recall h is  gift of country, forts 
and power ? 

(signed) J. 7'nomasou, Secretary. 
The donor cannot recall his gift, because \\' hen he has once removed the country and 

power and forts from his  own control, ancl made them over to his brother, he is neces
sarily d ivestt-d of all aut hority and becomes one of the subjt>cta of the State. Thus no 
option of recalling his gift remain!!. Such is ruled i n  the  books, but  God knows what 
is right. 

(signed) 

(signed) Moohummud Wujech, 1 st Professor, x. c. 
Moohummud Busheer ooddeen, 2d ditto. 
N ooroolluck, 3d ditto. 
Moohummud Ibral.im, 4th ditto. 
Abdoomhum, Proft'ssor of Indian Law and Re". 
Gholam H ossun, 1 st Assistant. 

"' 

Mahummud Muzheer, 2d ditto. 
Hubebool Nub1>ee, 311 ditto. 
Uj ub A hmud, Moolvee of the Law Examination 

Committee. 
Uhmud Kuber, Secretary to the C. Committee. 

(True translation.) 

(; igr.ed) J. Thomason, Secretary. 

(Tl'ue copies.) 

J. Thomaso11, Secretary to the Government of I ndia. 
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Question 2d, What proof do you adduce that the ruler of a country cannot legally
retract his gift to his brother of his forts and country, and that he becomes thence
forward one of the subjects of the Government. 

(signed) J. Tko111a10,,. 

There are two foundations of all authority and kingly power. First, the consent of 
the nobles and chiefs to the supremacy of 11ny one ; secondly, obedience to hi,s orders in 
consequence of the establishment of this power and his supremacy. It is thus laid dowa 
in the Buhuroor-rayik, i n  the chapter on judicial decrt'es ; and in the Kazee Khan, in the 
chapter on apostacy, a king obtains his power by two meaus. first, by consent of his 
accession, and this consent must be on the part uf the nobles and chiefs of the nation ; 
and secondly, by the obedience of the people to his order frou1 fear of his power and 
superiority ; but if men consent to his aci:easion, and yet no obedience is paid to his 
orders from his inab ility to force them, he does not become a king. If, on the other 
hand, he become king by common consent, and then turn oppressor, still if his power 
and authority be confirmed, he cannot be deposed ; for if sentence of deposition were 
passed he would yet remain king by his poWl·r and strength, and the sentmce would 
be ineffectual, but if he have no power and authority, then ht- "'ill be deposed. Now, 
since in these troublous times discord is the common practice, and union is seldom 
procured, therefore the learned men of later t imts have agreed upon this, that in the 
present day power and supremacy i, the ksl of kingly authority. It is thus laid down 
m the Tatawa-i-Alumigiri, and the Rhuzanot uol Moofieera, in the chapter ou j udicial 
decrees : " And in our time authority dept-nds on superiority ; and we need not inquire 
whether kings be just or unjust, because all of them seek after temporal power." 

It is gathered from the d 1 i ft of the questi11n that the ruler i n  question was actually 
possessed of power and supremacy, and wherens he gave over to h is  brother his coun
try, and power and forts, and d ivested himself of h is  supremacy and d ignity, with all 
their attendant circumstance and pomp, and made these over to the donee, it follows 
that this gift and transfer could not have been made without the deposition of himself. 
'Thus necessarily the donor btcomes completely deposed, and this may be gathered 
from a remark of Hunaree upon a p-,1ssage: in the Ushbah. The passage m the Ushbah 
is  to the following effect :  " A  king d ied ,  :md the people consented to the succession of 
his minor son. It is necessary that the affairs of 1he administration be made over to 
the regent, and that t his regrnt consider himself a deirendant on the son of  the king, 
on account of the superior rank of the la tter. Now, the son i s  the kine: ostensibly, 
but the regent is k ing in  reality." Upon t his passe�e Humavee has remarked, " The 
object of this arr�ngement i s  to meet the necessity for a removal of the administration 
after his coming of age, for this cannc,t (lrgally) take ph1ce except when the ruler 
has effected his own deposition, becaufe a kin,.: cannot (legal ly) be deposed except by 
his own act." 

The rnler who makes the  transffr and is thus deposed becomes one of the subjects 
of the realm, nnd this is t'Stablished by a pa�sage i n  the Hedayuh on the resignation 
of a j udge : ' 1 On account of the res ignation, the power reverts to the people, and there
fore he no longer retains the opt10n of rei:a l lmg his resignation." 

(signed) Moohummucl \Vujeeh, 1st Professor, 11. c. 
M oohummud Busherooddeen, 2d ditto. 
Ncoroolluck, 3d d itto. 
Moohummud Ibrahim, 4th di tto. 
Abdooruhc·em, Professor of Indian Law and Reg. 
Ghoolum Hossein, 1 st Assistant. 
Mahurnmud 1\-J uzbeer, 2d d itto. 
Hubeb ool  Nubbee, 3d d i t to. 
Ujub Ahmud, Mulvec of the Law E. C. 
Uhmud Kubeer, Secretary to the C. Committee. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) J. Thomason, St cretary. 

(True copic;.) 

�signed) J. Tlwmasrm, Secretary. 
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From the Right Honourable the 'Governor-general of India i n  Council to 
His Excellency Major-general Sir C. Napier, K. c. B,, Governor of Scinde, 
Hyderabad. 

General, 
IT appears that the Rajah of Jessulmere has obtained possession of Guttoora, 

and of the three forts in the Desert, formerly belonging to his Raj, and that he 
was making preparations for attacking Shahgurh, another of those forts, when 
he heard that Meer Ali Moorad had 400 men in it. 

What party may occupy Gurseea, the third fort, is  not known, but probably 
Meer Ali Moorad, who seems to be quicker than the Rajah of Jessulmere , will 
h�ve got possession of that too. 

Meer Ali Morad claims these three forts as belonging to him. On the other 
hand, it is said by Captain French that they are understood to have belonged to 
Meer Roostum. Probably they may have belonged to Meer Roostum in right 
of tl1e Turban, and may now he claimed in the same right by Meer Ali Morad. 

The places in  the Desert are safer in the hands of the Rajpoots than i n  those 
of the Beloochees, and from the communication made to h is Highness the Rajah 
of Jessulmere, he will have i 1 1dulged the expectation that the possession of these 
forts would be ohtained for him even if his own troops should fail to take them 
from the enemy, in whose occupation they then were. 

Under these circumstances, your Excdlency will have the goodness to repre
sent  to Meer Ali Morad that it would be agreeable to the British Govern ment 
that these three forts should revert to the Raj of J ussulmere, and that provision 
shall be made for his Highness' full  indemnification, should it appear that he  
has good claims  to them. 

Your Excellency wi ll no  doubt have taken steps for preventing any collision , 
if such indeed be at all expected, between the troops of Jusselmerc and Meer 
Ali Morad. The Rajah of Jussulmere will probably have made no movement 
after he heard that Shahgurh was held by Meer Ali Morad, relying altogether 
upon the intervention of the British Government to secure to h im ultimately the 
possession of th�t fort and of Gurseea. 

It would be desirable that Meer Ali Morad should at once place Shahgurh 
and Gurseea, if he has it, in the hands of the troops of Jussulmere, as the soonel'! 
things assume the state in  which it is intended that they should remain, the 
sooner may the establishment of order and tranquill ity lie expected to take 
place. 

The recent acts by the British Government with respect to several of the 
Princes of Rajpootana, have had the necessary effect of at.tacliing them to us, 
and the early completion of all the projected arrangements wi l l  give us full 
security in all the country occupied by the Raj poots, and tend materially to the .  
consoliuation of our power throughout Hindoostau. 

Calcutta, 6 August 1843. 

No. 16.  
(No. 384 of 1 843.) 

I have, &.c. 
(signed) Ellenhorough. 

From the Right Honourable the Governor-general of India to His Excellency the 
Governor of Scinde, Kurrachee. 

General, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt to-day of your F.xcel lency's J 

let!er of the 21st ultimo, enclosing Captain Pope's stntement of the respective ll 

esti111ated value of the several estates of the Ex-Ameers intervening between Roree 
and Subzulkote. 

My colleaguel5 concur with me in thinking that it is expedient to leave to 
your .Excellt:ncy the decision as to what particular portions of this tract �hall be 
allotted to the British Government, to the N uwab of Buhawulpoor, and to Meer 
Ali Morad respectively. 

i3• E 4 Although 
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Although we are now pm1sessed of the estimated value of the several e3tates 
composing this tract, we have no map whereon we can trace them, nor do we 
know the extent of the arrondissement. which your Excellency may think it ex
p�dient to annex t? Roree, nor the course of the stream which may be again
directed through tins tract from the Indus. 

Captain Thomas has, in an agreement he has made with the Nuwab of Buha
wulpore, taken upon himself to cede to his Highness one half of this tract • but 
that_ officer had no instructions giving him authority to agree to make any'such 
cession. 

The Nuwab has had some reason to suppose that it was intended by the 
British Government to give to his Highness nearly all he formerly possessed but 
no official communication has ever been made to him to that effect. 

' 

The value of the tract in question is much larger than had been supposed. 
The first point to be considered is what extent of arrondissemeot should be 

given to Roree. 
Your Excellency has intimated the opinion that Roree is a position preferable 

to Sukkur for a cantonment, anu some troops must certainly always be on the 
left bank of the river ; we may hope, too, that at Ill) distant time a considerable 
population may be collected in the new city of " Victoria upon the Indus," com
posed of Sukkur and Roree, with the island of Bukkur as its citadel. 

Under all these circumstances, it may be desirable to take an arrondissement 
extending in every direction three or four miles from Roree. 

The next com:ideration is, what extent of land shall be taken on each side of 
· the intended watercourse. That watercourse will be restored or created by 

EngliFh science, and by labour paid for by our Government. 
It is necessary, to enable us to effect the work, that we should have entire rro

perty in the lands immediately adjoining it ; but through those lands wil be 
conducted channels for the water to be distributed, as that of the canals in India,. 

to the adjoining estates, on terms similar to those on which it is so distributed 
here. 
. This matter must be left to your Excellency to decide, and you will be enabled 
to come to a decision as soon as Captain Baker, the superintendent of the canals, 
watercourses, anrl forests of Scinde, shall have surveyed the country and made 
his plans. 

In the meantime, however, our rights might b� reserved by general words in 
any agreement made with the Nawab and with Meer Ali !\Iorad. 

When the Turban was given up to Meer Ali Morad by his brother, Meer 
Roostum,  Meer Ali Morad can have had no reason to expect that any portion of 
this tract would be assigned to him. I t  was intended in the first instance that 
the whole (except the arrondissement about Roree) should  be given to the 
Nuwab, and it was so provided in the draft treaty. 

Nevertheless, taking into consideration all the circumstances, my colleagues 
agree with me in thinking that i t  would be advisable to grant out of this tract 
(or by exchange elsewhere), to Meer Ali Morad, lands producing one half of 
the present produce of the lands formerly belonging to Meer Roostum ; that is, 
all Meer Roostum held within this tract in right of the Turban. To this cession 
should be added lands exceeding by one-third the value of Shahgurh, and lands 
equal in value to any which Meer Ali Morad may succeed in proving to have 
belonged to him within the ceded territory of Subzulkote and Bhoong Bhara. 

The principle of exchanging lands of equal value, in order to bring estates 
into unbroken maFses, might be applied to these last-mentioned lands as well as 
�o those deemed equivalent in value  to one-half of the lands formerly belonging 
to Meer Roostum. All the remaining landa should be made over to the Nuwab 
of Buhawulpore. 

Captain Pope, in communication with the agents of the Nuwab and of Meer 
Ali Morad, would soon he enabled to prepare some specific proposition for the 
al lotment of these lands upon the principles which have been laid down ; prin• 
ciples which it has been endeavoured to make consistent with equity towards all, 
for tl1 is transaction is one which will be scrutinised by surrounding states, as well 
as by parties more immediately interested ; and t he character of our Govern•· 
ment for impatrial justice towards our allies is of far more real importance than 
any advantage we m ight de:sire from appropriating to ourselves a large portion 
of this fertile l erritorv. 

The ,·alue of Shahgurh cannot be considerable ; and probably the total value 
of 
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of the lands to be given t.o Meer Ali Morad will amount to about one-fifth of the 
total value of the tract, or, according to the old e1tima�, to about a lac and 
.5,.000 rupees. 

If it should be desirable to us to possess a larger portion of this tract than we 
can fairly claim under the head of arrondissement to Roree, it might be arranged 
that the share of Meer Ali Morad should be taken by us, and that full com
pensation should be given to his H ighness in lands lately belonging to the 
Ameers of Lower Scinde, to the southward of Khyrpore. Shahgurh, and. all 
formerly possessed by Jessulmere, if not already made over, should be given up, 
as soon as arrangements can be made for that purpose, to the officers of the 
Rajah. 

I t  will be desirable that to the agreement of partition should be attached 
a map, showing the boundaries, if auy doubt c;;tn reasonably exis.: with respect 
to them. 

Calcutta, 
1 9  September 1 843. 

No. 17 .  

I have, &c. 
(signed) Ellenborough. 

INSTRUCTIONS for Captains Malet and Taite. 

I .  THESE officers are to apply to his Highness the Ameer Ali Morad Talpoor 
Khan to. name an officer of his own to assist them in their proceedings as his 
Highness's Commissioner. 

I think Shaik Ali Hussen would be the best, but his Highness must decide 
upon whom he pleases. 

2. These three above-mentioned gentlemen are to form a Commission for 
defining the limits of the territory belonging to the British Government, and 
those of his Highness respectively, according to the information already given to 
them by me, and such as they are furnished with by Captain Pope, who is 
intimately acquainted with all the circumstances of the case, and will be so good 
as to give every further information in his power to the Commission. 

3 .  The Commission is to detail every circumstance of its proceedings, to which 
it will be so good as to attach a survey, which need not contain all the accidents 
of ground and other details required in a military map, but merely exhibit the 
out line of territory, describing any remarkable objects or formation of ground 
which may hereafter prevent disputes about the boundary. 

4 .  In  the arrangement of tenitory, it will occur to the Commission that value 
rather than area is to be attended to in  making exchanges of territo_ry. 

5. It is also desirable, as regards the interest of both parties, that the territories 
of each should  be coneentrated ;  and, to use a common English phrase, be as 
much in  a ring-fence as possible, for it is very desirable that small districts or 
plots of ground belonging to one government should not be encompassed by the 
territory of another. 

6.  The Roree territory must join that of the districts ceded to the Nuwab of 
Bhawulpoor. 

7.  An an·angement must be made that the town of Shikarpoor shall be entirely 
in the hands of the British, as it would be highly inconvenient to the inhabitants 
of the town should they find themselves placed under the control of two govern
ments. It would also produce incessant disputes. It is therefore hoped thaL 
his Highness will not object to commute his Shikarpoor possessions for an 
equivalent territory elsewhere. 

8. For the purpose of assisting the Commission in its important labours, 
Lieutenant-colonel Paul will allow it to select an officer who understands land 
surveying, and who shall receive the usual allowance granted on such occasions. 

9. The Commission is authorized to employ such assistants to help this officer 
as are necessary for the performance of his duties as surveyor, and to report to 
me what is done in this matter ; for although the important duties of the Com-

73. F mission 
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mission demand every necessary assistance, I am sure that the officers who com
pose it will see the necessity of an exact economy. 

1 0. Should his Highness the Ameer wish to appoint two officers of his own 
instead of one, there is no objection on my part ; on the contrary, I think it 
would be rather advantageous, because it may so happen that the Commissioners 
may find it convenient to divide, and thus carry on their works with more 
rapidity. 

11 .  The above are the chief points to which I wish the Commis!'-ion to attend. 
There will naturally arise many more as the work makes progress. I do not 
ant icipate any great difficulty, as the Ameer is not to lose any portion of his 
territory or revenue. 

I recommend that the Commission should explain these instructions to his 
Highness. 

12. I should have stated that in all exchanges of lands, villages, forts, &c. it 
must be clearly proved that whatever may be given up by the Ameer really 
belonged to him in the first instance, a.'! the Commission must be fully aware of 
the fact, that dnring the war his Highness occupied many districts " pro tem
pore," which the right of conquest has since made British, and I am not aware 
whether his Highness bas yet made the whole of these over to the collector of 
Sukkur. On this subject Captain Pope can give the Commission every infor
mation, and so can Shaik Ali Hussen, who has, I fear, behaved ill to the Ameer, 
which I much regret, as he was very useful to me during the war, and, as far as 
I could judge, a faithful servant . .  

1 3. I believe it to be the intention of the Governor-general that each party 
should possess what justly belongs to i t  i n  the first instance ; and when that is 
clearly defined, 1 have no doubt that his Lordship will be disposed to consider 
the faithful 8ervice of his Highness the Ameer, and reward his adherence to 
treaties with the British Government. I can make no promise upon this subject, 
but I am sure that his Highness Ameer Ali Morad has not failed to observe the 
generous proceedings of his Lordship the Go,•ernor-geoeral towards the Nawab 
of Bhawulpoor. 

(signed) C. J. Napier, Maj.-Gen., 
Head Quarters, Kurrachee, Governor of Scinde. 

26 November 1 843. 

No. 1 8. 
(No. 92 of 1845.) 

From the Secretary to Government of Scinde to the Secretary to Government of 
India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
BY direction of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, I have the honour to 

forward for submission to the Right honourable the Governor-general of India 
in Council, a draft of a proposed treaty between the Honourable East India 
Company on one side, and his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan Talpoor on the 
other. 

Kurrachee, 
4 May 1 845. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, 

Secretary to Government, Scinde. 

No. 1 9. 

DRAPT of a TREATY between the Honourable East India Company on one 
side, and His Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan Ta/poor on the other. 

Sukkur, 
Article 1st. THE Honourable East 

India Company is the paramount power 
in India. 

Article 2d. His Highness the Meer Ali 
Morad Khan Talpoor is acknowledged 
a!, " Hais," and as successor to all the 

lands 

1846. 

lands which were held by his Highness 
Meer Roostum Khan Talpoor at the 
time the said Meer was overthrown in 
the battle of Meeanee, and also the lands 
conceded to his Highness by Meer Nus- :  
seer Khan Talpoor. 

These 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 43 

These lands were as follows, of Meer 
Roostum Khan :-

Purgunnah Kohalna, Chore-
___ Abrehja-

_. Ditto - Nonshera-
- Ditto - Kundyaree-
- Ditto - Sudda Gahgun-

- Khyrpoor,and Rooree-. 
Country of the Desert, Nahra, The 

Fort of Shahghur, the Fort of Sirdag
hur, and such other forts as are in the 
Desert-

Purgunnah Ooboura Khyrpoor Dhir• 
Ke-. 

'/•tbs share of Shikarpoor and Mog• 
hullee-

Tuppa Chuck Mazarchee ; 1/,ds 
of purgunnah Rassah ; purgunnah 
Boordka-

And of Meer Nusser Khan :
Purgunnah of Meerpoor, and Ma

thela and Mihry 
Village of Dadlo-

Article ad. This Treaty shall super
sede all former treaties in the matters 
to which it refers. 

Article 4th. His Highness the Ameer 
Ali Morad Khan Talpour binds himself 
not to correspond or enter into any 
treaty with any other court or power 
except with the knowledge and consent 
of the Governor-general of India in 
Council. 

Article 5th. The Honourable Com
pany, on the other hand, engage to 
protect his Higbness against the aggres
sion of every other power. 

Article 6th. An exchange of tE:rritory 
shall take place with regard to certain 
villages and lands now in the posses
sion of the respective contracting par
ties ; viz. to his Highness Meer Ali 
Morad Khan Talpoor the Honourable 
the East India Company concedes in 
perpetuity the following possessions :-

Districts or-
Purgunnahs of Gptkee
-- ,, -- of Rooree. 
- ,, - of Tarrachanee. 

- Powaree-
- ,, -- of Burrahlo Oolare. 
- ,, - of Suddooja. 
-- ,, -- of Mehrahpoor. 
-- ,, -- of Kundra. 
Villages of Kotree Koord
--- ,, --- Dewan. 
--- ,, --- Sakka. 
-·- ,, ---- Kasmanee Pur-

anee. 
To the Honourable the East India 

Company his Highness Meer Ali .Morad 
Khan Talpoor concedes in perpetuity 

;3. the 

the following possessions in exchange 
for the foregoing districts or purgun
nahs of Boordika :-

(Half) -- , - Khanpoor. 
----- ,, - Chuck Mazarch. 
----- ,, - Bhirkun. 
----- ,, - Mahomeda Bugh. 
----- ,, - Shahbela. 

- ,, - Roopa._ 
/, share of Shikarpore. 
1/,. Village Nappur. 
---- ,, - Sayndabad. 
--- ,, - Suttan Ke Gote, 
--- ,, - Abdool vah. 

- Alladad vah. 
---- Nappur Ke vah. 

----- Shyder Kowara. 
-------- Ke vah. 
----- Seedy Ke vah. 
----- Nala Guffoor. 
--------- Khan. 
----- Booja Naphoor. 
Article 7th. Should the of the 

River Indus change its course in its 
passage through the territory of the con
tracting parties, where it divides the 
lands of the Honourable East India 
Company from tho�e of his Highness the 
Meer Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, then 
all that it leaves on its western or right 
bank shall appertain to the Honourable 
Company, and all that i t  leaves on its 
ea�tern or left bank shall belong to his 
Highness the Ameer, with the following 
exceptions: that wherever the course of 
the river may run the city of Ketoria, 
on the Indus, commonly called Sukkur 
Bukkur " Rooree," as a]so the towns of 
Shikarpoor and Sarkhana, shall always 
remain in possession of the British ; and 
that the fortresses of Deejee Ke Gate 
and Khyrpoor shall always remain in 
the possession of his Highness Meer Ali 
Moorad Khan Talpoor. 

And furthermore, that all towns an<l 
villages which ex ist, or may he1·eafter 
exist, upon either bank of t he river, shall 
continue under the ru]e of that govern
ment u 11der which t l 1ey now are, or may 
spring up, for it is• not allowab]e that. 
subjects should be exposed to a change 
of government by the acci<lental changes 
of a river's course. The existing and 
immemorial " rule of the ri ver" mav 
apply to the hmd, but cannot apµly to 
the inhabitant of a country. 

And it is further provided by this 
treaty, that should either of the contract
ing parties change the course of the river 
by any work of art, the power which so 
changes the course of the river must 
have the consent of the other party, and 

P 2 cannot 
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caDDot otherwise be allowed to acquire 
territory by f.luch a change. 

Article 8th. The Honourable Com
pany engage not to interfere in  any dis
putes which may hereafter arise between 
his Highness and hif' subjects, whether 
those subjects be Ameers or other ser
vants, and his Highness has full pewer 
to act towards his own people as an 
independent sovereign ; nor will the 
Honourable Company permit armed 
bodies of men or armed individuals be
longing to either of the contracting 
parties to enter or seek refuge within 
the territory of the Company ; and this 
rule is to be reciprocal. 

Article 9th. The subjects of both the 
contracting parties shall be free to settle 
within the territory of either power at 
the pleasure of the said  individuals, pro
vided always that they have permission 
to do so from the Government under 
whose protection they propose to dwell. 

Article 10th. All murderers and trait
ors shall be gh·en up if they seek refuge 
within the territory of either of the con
tracti11g po1\'ers, but the party demand-

ing 

ing the aecued shall send with such 
demand such proofs of the gailt of the 
accused as shall· be satisfactory to the 
power whose protection the fugitive 
party has sought. 

Article 1 1th. No tolls shall be levied 
on trading boats passing up or down the 
River Indus where that stream flows 
through the territory of either of the 
contracting parties, with this proviso, 
however� that any merchandize being 
landed from such boats while on their 
paasage up or down the stream, shall if 
sold be subject to the usual duties o£ 
the country within whose territory the 
sale shall take place. Thus the River 
Indus shall be. kept opeu to trade, and 
a free passage throughout the terri tories 
of the contracting parties be secured to 
all nations. 

Article I�th. That as the British Go
vernment have forbidden the inhuhitants 
of Scinde to carry arms in public, so his 
Highness Ali l\forad Khan Talpoor is 
to forbid the wearing of arms by his 
subjects under the same rules which 
have been established by the govern
ment of Scinde. 

No. 20. 
(No, J 08 of 1 84,5.) 

From the Secretary to Government, Scinde, to F. Gurne, Esq., Secretary to the 
Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
IN continuation of my letter No. · 92, of the 4th instant, forwarding a draft of 

a proposed treaty between the Honourable East India Company and his High
ness Meer Ali Moorad Khan Talpoor, I he.ve the honour, by direction of ms 
Excellency the Governor of Scinde, to forward for submission to the llight 
honourable the G overnor-general of India in Council, copies of a translation 
of a letter from his Highness l\J eer AH Morad, and of his Excellency's obser
vations on the same. 

I have, &c. 

Kurrachee, 19  May 1 845. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, 

Secretary to Government, Scinde. 

From His Highness .3leer Ally .Morad Khan Talpoor to His Excellency the Governor of 
Scimle. 

A fter complimenh. 
I H A V E  received your draft of the treaty you wish to exist between the British Govern

ment and m�·self. lo the 9th paragraph it says : " If any subject of either of our Govern
ments chc,ose to go and settle in the territory of the other, they shall be perfectly free to do 
so, proviJed they are neither traitors or murderers." I do not agree to this para�raph, and 
,v ish i t  to run thus : no person, whet.her guilty or innocent, being subjec:ts of one of the 
contracti r ,g parties, shall be allowed to settle in the country of the other, otherwise my 
country will suffer very much. I w ill explain why. The Bri tish Government care nothing 
for their treasury and property, and, from their arrangements and customs, they are able to 
make ull sorts of remission•, and p;ive every kind of encouragement to their subjects. I am 
unable to extend my kindness beyond what has always been the standing rule in Scinde. 
My subjects will, therefore, flock over to your ter ri tory, 1mrl the loss w hich must accrue to 
my country, and to me, your al ly, is very apparenr .  I tiust you will excuse the trouble, 
and kindly allow a paragraph to be inserted in the treaty, That no subject of one party is 
to take refuge in the territory of the other ; should he do so, he is to be given up on being 

demanded -
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<ft'm11nded. When a regular treaty has been made between us, ns there wilt then be no  
longer any ne�ssity for  a British agent a t  Khyrpoor, I trust, after Captain · Malet leaves, 
no  other officer may be sent. I shall feel greatly obliged by your according to these two 
re11ues1s. 

(True tramilation.) 
(signed) H. J. Pelly, Li�tttene.nt, 

Persian Interpreter. 

0BS.ERVA.TIONS on the Letter of His H ighness Ali Morad. 

HIS Highness's reasoning is without a just foundation, because-
lst .  Every measure taken in Scinde is to enrich the ryot, and, consequently, to enable 

him to cultivate more ground, by which lie wil l  pay more taxes to the Government, with 
less presi-ure to himself. The principle of the Ameers of Scinde, and their jaghiredars, was 
to let the poorer classes of men live, but not do more than live. A man was ground down 
to a bnre subsistence, if  he had but one acre. If be got tiltn, ucres, the Ameere allowed him 
still enough to l ive, and no .more ; they or 1 he jaµ:hiredars seized upon the rest, so tha, the 
poor man's labour be£ame tt-n fold, while bis profit (if profit it can be called) remained the 
�ame. Therefore he would not cultivate any land beyond the qunntity which he required 
for his bare subsistence, 11nd even th i s  he would not often do, because he m ade up for id le
ness by grazing cattle i n  j ungles, and by robbing  the Ameers ; and the most distant chiefs 
bordering; on Scinde are alarmed at our more libnal system, but the labnuring class rejoice. 
The Ameer complaius, but he has the remedy in his hands. Let him be just lo, his 
labourers ; if  not, his people wiU no doubt come and settle in Scinde, as soon as sure as  the 
day follows the night. To consent to the unjuet proposal of the Ameer would be to back 
up his oppression by the force of the Company's armies, ensure frequent outbreaks among 
the people, and eternalize misrule. 

2. With regard to a Resident ut the Court of Khyrpoor, after this treaty has been con
cluded, I i,;ee n o  objection to h is  being withdrawn after a year, or perhaps two ; but I fear 
that, without a Resident, h i s  H ighness will get into some scrape with the Supreme Govern
ment. Our whole system is contrary to that of A siatic princes, and a Resident at their 
courts is the best chance of keeping them straight; if  to do so is desirable, which I do not 
think it is, though I did think, and do stil l consider i t  advisable 10  keep his Highness so 
for a t ime, to let him have a fair chance of holding his high position by understanding our 
mode of governir;ig. If he does not choose to profit thereby, it is his own fault, and he 
must abide the results of misgoverning his people. He i s  a man devoted to pleasure, there
fore weak ; and I suspect that his wish not 10 have another Resident at bis Court, after 
Captain M alet leuves it, has been created by those courtiers, upon whose influence our 
Resident proves a check, men who are not favourable tu our ·rule.  

That in  every native court there must be an llDCeasing detestation of conquering strangers, 
and frequent iutrigues going ou against t hem is, I believe, a point which no one acquainted 
with the h istory of mankind can doubt, and India does not form an exception to th� rule. 
The people of India are, genernlly, on our side ; but the aristocracy of J ndia are necessarily 
our sworn foes, and tu support them, tends to our own dcsuuction. 

I make no apolo�y for offering these opinions. I am in a very responsible position. Ali 
:.Morad has been faiLhful to his treaties with the British from first to l ast ; but the complaint 
made by him of me, and his conduct on one or two occasions, which obliged me to speak 
plai 1 1 ly tu his H ighness, show how light his character is, and how l iable to receive false 
impressions from his court iers. If Ali Mora� had the slightest cause to complain of me, 
there would be some excuse ; bot as I have been and a111 more his friend than, perhaps, 
nnv other Englishman, his cooduct sliuws great weakness. He  re�rets having so acted, I 
beiieve, though I have never reproached h im with his  folly, because I realJy tr�at h im l ike  
a :.choolboy ; but still, as the Supreme Government have thought i L  admissible to ailow a 
great number of the family, individuals '\\ ho fought against us  at Meeanee, to find a11 
asy l1,m i n  his Highness's court, I thmk it right to speak of thtse que�tions openly, and in 
the l rght in  "hich I view them, though perhaps erroneously. I therefore repeat, that if it 
be thought adviisab!e to keep liis Highness in the right path, he ought to have a British 
officer at his court, for be has not steadiness enough to act properly. I may perhaps be 
excui;ctl if 1 say that, as he is vainglorious of having acted " ith me in two campaigns, this 
g ivts h im ground upon which to make 1he most exuggeratccJ statement of h is  own ex µloits. 
He will, perhaps, submit to my instructions ; but I 1 hink he may Le troublesome tu my 
s1,cces!:'or, and oblige the Government to dethrone him. That is to say, he or h i s  son, who 
is a cleHr lad, wi l l  sooner or later force upon us a line of policy \\ hich wi l l  be of great 
adva11tage to the ,people of Scinde and to the Government of Iud 1a .  If, on the contrary, 
he continues to; act with good faith, he is entitled tu our tl10rol.f(6h support. I cannot be 
11ccuscrl of incc,nsistency in the policy I have advocated in Sl:i nde from first to last, viz., 
the r igid 11dherence to treaties with native princes, neither m,,king any in fraction of the 
com�act ourselves, nor suffering them to do . so w ithout immed iate dethronement. The 
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punishment may be severe, but half measures will not do when dealing with thoae whoee 
appan nt friendship ia but an expedient on their parts, and whose secret hatred i1 inter
minable. 

(signed) C. J. Napier, 
M. G. Gov. 

I cannot lay my bane.I on the Jetter which I had, allowing the return of some of the 
Talpoor tamily, but I think it was from Mr. BirJ, wbeu temporary Governor-general. 

(signed) C. J. N. 

No. 21.  
(No. 1 09 1/1 223 of 1845.) 

Prom the Secretary to Government, Scinde, to the Secretary to the Government 
of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
BY direction of his Exr.ellency the Governor of Scinde, I have the honour to 

forward for submission to the Right honourable the Governor, copy of the letter 
from his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan to his Excellency, relative to the 
propo�ed treaty, tran8lation of which was sent with my letter No. 1 08, of the 
19th mstant. 

Kurrachee, 
20 May 1 84-5. 

By order, 
(signed) E. J. Broten, 

Secretary to Government, Scinde. 

From Meer Ally Morad Khan Talpoor to the Right Honourable the Governor-general 
of India. 

After compliments. 
I HAVE  duly received your kind, complimentary letter, and am much pleased. From 

the time the British first came to Scinde I determined to attach myself to them, and leave. 
mv relations and friend!I. I am still firm i n  the same resolve, and always shall. You are 
aware I have spared nothing in the shape of property, even riRking my own life to serve 
and assist you ; and I would now beforehand wish to mention, that if the British should go 
to wnr next year with the Punjaub and Mooltan, I am ready to assist with my forces ;  and 
I hope Rojhan (which formerly belonged to me) will be restored, as also other lands granted 
as presems. I look to the British Government alone, and am in hopes of great kindnesses 
and favours from them. 

(True transl11tion.) 
(signed) 

No. 22. 
(No. 1 1 2 of 1 845.) 

H. J. Pelly, Lieutenant, 
Persinn Interpreter. 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to F. Ou"ie, Esq., Secretary 
to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour, by direction of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, 

to enclose a letter from his Highness Meer AH Moorad Khan to the Right 
honourable the Governor-general of India in Council, together with n copy of 
its translation. 

I am also directed to enclose, for submission to the Right honourable the 
Governor-general of India in C()uncil, copies of a letter from the same chief to 
his Excellency the Gm·emor of Scinde, as also of its translation, with remarks 
by his Excellency attached. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. BrO'Wf&, 

Kurrachee, 22 May 1 845. Secretary to Government, Scinde. 
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From M eer .Ally Moorud Khan to Jlis Excellency the Governor or Scinde. 

After compliments. 
I HAVB received and perused the draft of treaty which you sent to me. In the 9th 

.Article, it aays, " The subjects of either Government may �o and live in the territory of 
the other, provided they get leave from tJ1e party whose terntory they wish to come uod 
reside in. This will be of grE"at benefit to the people, but will cause me a great loss, for the 
British Government being very rich are able to make great remissions and diminutions in 
their taxes ; whereas, though I would wish to do everything for my subjects, I cannot 
d iverge from the old rules and customs ; the const-quence will be, that on any little point of 
difference arising between my11elf and my subjects they will immecliately go over to your 
territory, for I cannot grant them ev�n half the remissions, &cc., &cc., you do, as my 
country is so small. In the 12th Article, " that I should forbid my people to wear arms, 
as is the order in Scinde," l wish to accommodate the customs of my country to those of 
the British Government as far as I can ; but my subjects are at times culfo·ators, and at 
other t imes soldiers, and when they travel to a distance from Khyrpoor i t  is nec�ssary they 
should wear arms. I trust you will entirely erase these two articles from the treaty. 
I shall feel much obliged by your doing thi•, and I will allow no one but my own servants 
to go about my country armed . To what is written in the 2d Article, I wuuld wisli this 
also to be added, that whatever country M t-er Roostum Khan gave me in right of the 
Turban, and whatt-ver belonged 10 me before I got the Turban, that, according to the list 
below wr-itten, belongs tr> me and my heirs in perpetuity ; by doing this, you will much 
obiige me. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) H. J. Pelly, Lt. 
Persian Interpreter. 

I object to any alte,a1 ion iu the draft treaty. I have given my best consideration to the 
article,, and see no sound real"on to alter them as proposed by his Highness. I am c�n
vioced that no country can be chilized when the people are allowed to go about w1tb 
arms. 

(signed) 0. J. Napier, Governor. 

No. 28. 
(No. 59 of 1846.) 

From the Secretary to Government of Scinde to the Secretary to Government 
of India with the Governor-General. 

Sir, 
BY direction of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, I have the honour to 

request that you will submit to the Right honourable the Governor-general of 
India the request of his Excellency that the letter written by his Highness 
Meer Ali Morad Khan, protesting against the terms of the proposed treaty of 
1 846 between the British Government and his Highness, may be forwarded to 
bis Excellency, as it is of the greatest importance that the changes of land 
contemplated in the treaty should be at once disposed of by a declaration that 
such change will or will not take effect. At present large tracts of land are 
lying waste from the uncertainty which exists whether they will remain in the 
British or his Highness's possession. 

I have, &c. 
Kurrachee, 19 May 1846. (signed) E. J. Brown, 

Secretary to Government, Scinde. 

No. 24. 
(No. 1 36 of 1 846.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to the Secretary to Govern
ment of India with the Governor-general. 

Sir, 
BY direction cf his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, I have the honour to 

forward for submission to the Right �onoura�le the Governor-genera] of India 
copy of a letter, No. 76, of the 23d rnstant, from the Resident at Khyrpoor, 
bringing to notice the solicitude of his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan 

7 J. F 4 respecting 
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respecting the treaty between the British Government and his Highness. His 
Excellency is unable to make any reply to these repeated letters on the same 
subject. 

Kurrachee, 28 September 1846. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) E. J. Bruwn, 
Secretary to Government, Scinde. 

From the Resident, Khyrpoor, to the Secretary to the Government of Scinde 
Kurrachee. 

Sir, 
AT the oft repeated anxious request or his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan, I have the 

honour to represent to his Excellency the Governor of Scinde his Highness's extreme soli
citude respect in� the treaty between the Bri t  isb Government and himself, the draft of 
which, by your letter to my address, No. 1,052 of the 4th May 1 845, was forwarded on 
that day, nearly 17 months ago, for submission to the  Right honourable the Governor
general of India in Council. 

Khyrpoor, 23 September 1 846. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) G. G. Malet, 
Captain, Resident. 

No. 25. 
(No. 396 of 1 846.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of India with the Governo.r.general to 
the Secretary to the Government of Scinde. 

Si� 
I .AM directe<l by the Right honourable the GO\·ernor-general to acknowledge 

the receipt of your letters, Nos. and dates noted in  the margin, relative 
1s44. to a proposed treaty between the British Government and the Ameer Ali 
1 e45. Morad Khan of Khyrpoor. 

2. At the time that the draft treaty which accompanied your letter, - dated 4th M ay 1 845 ,  was received i n  Calcutta, the Government of India 
1 �46· were unwilling to enter upon the subject of a definitive treaty with ,Meer 

Ali Morad . I t  was felt by the Government that there were many ques
tions of claims between Ali l\forad and the British Government still unadjusted, 
and that the Government were very ill informed of the posiLions of tue several 
tracts i ncluded by name in the treaty, regarding which no account is given in 
your letter. Moreover, a persoo na11 1ed Deen Mahorned had j ust been in Cal
cutta, aec1·edited by Meer Ali Moratl in his letter submitted by yon in yours of 
the 1 2th September 1 844, No. 209, and his mission subsequently denied in the 
correspondence, noted i n  the margin, the purport of Deen 1\fahomed's commu
nications being, that hifl H ighness was not a ·free agent at Khyrpoor, and that the 
communications which had been m�de, or might be made from your office, were 
the result of the machination� - of interested persons, who were deceiving the 
Government as to the real wishes and interests of his Highness. 

3. About this time also was recei,;ed, in your despatch of the 22d May 1 845, 
the letter from his Higlme!'s to the Governor-general, and the copy of a repre
sentation from his Highness to the Government, protesting against the second 
article of the treaty as not including certain lands t o  which the Ameer laid 
claims as having belonged to his brother Meer Roostum, and having been trans
ferred by Meer Roostum to him. 

4. In reference to the above circumstances it was thought advisable that, as 
the Go\·ernor-general was shortly to proceed to the Upper Provinces, the con
sideration of the questioa should lie over t i ll his Lordship should have the oppor• 
tunity of further communication with his Excellency on these subjects. 

5. Shortly after his Lordship's departure from Calcutta the state of things �n 
the Punjaub was such as to engross his whole attention, aud when his Lordsh1� 
met Sir C. Napier at Lahore the papers were uot at hand, they having been left 
with the most of the Government records at :Fe rose pore. 

a. The 
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6. The Governor-general is willing to ronclude a treaty of friendship and 
all iance with his Highness Meer Ali Morad of Khyrpoor, but his Lordship  is 
desirous of being put in possession of information upon many points, to enable 
him to judge of the merits of the proposal which has been submitted for his 
approval ; and at the same time he is of opinion tliat certain questions should be 
settled Lefore au iustrumeu t of this kind is finally executed, which should leave 
no claims between the contracting parties unadjusted. 

7. In the first place, the Governor-general would wish to be furnished with a 
sketch map, showing the exact position of the Khyrpoor territory in reference 
to· the Britisb possessions, with the names of those districts enumerated in the 
treaty, indicateu in the map. 

8. His Lordsh ip would desire to know what arrangement the Governor pro
poses for definiti vely settling the question as to the extent of territorial right 
acqu ired by Meer Ali Morad in virtue of the deed whereby the Turban was trans
fened to him by Meer H.oostum, dated 17th of Zee Qaad 1268, A. H., or 20th 
December 1 842. 

9. The late Governor-general, Lord Ellen borough, was decidedly not of opinion 
that by that deed the lands alone which were held by Meer Roostum in right of 
the Turean, and over and above his hereditary share of property derived by will 
from his father, Zohrab Khan, in common with his other brothers, were thus 
transferrt-d, and that the deed in question ccmveyed to Meer Ali Morad no rights 
in any other than the Turban lands. 

IO. This would appear a_lso to have been the opinion of his Excel lency the 
Governor of Scinde ; but it seems that Met'.'r Ali Morad has never ceased to u1 ge 
his claim to the whole of Meer Hoostum's possessions. 

1 1 .  The Governor-general does not discover from any part of the correspond
ence which has taken place on this subject, wh ich of the districts enumerated in 
Meer Zohrab Khan's w i l l  were to be considered as Turban lands, and which ns 
personal and hered itary property. If any distinction was ever made it has uot, 
as far as his Lordship can discover, been stated in any document ; but. l 1 i s  Lord
ship must suppose that there was some distinction in  the property, from the 
correspondence that has passed, and the opinions given. 

1 2. An l1yµothttical question was put, by desire of Lord El lenborougl1, to the 
Mahomedan law officers and professors of Arabic in Calcutta in 1843, mi to the 
validity of a deed executed by a sovereign prince, similar to that said to ha\·e 
been written in the Koran of Meer Roostum, with a view to elicit the opinion of 
the Mahomedan doctors as to the legal val idity of the deed, and the rights i t  
might be  considered to convey . The repl ies \, ere so fo l l  of technicalit ies and 
conditional contingencies as to be of litt le value. It appeared, however, to be 
the opinion of the law officers that the Mahomedan law does not recogn ise anv 
separate or individual rights in a sovereign prince. 

1 3 . The Governor-general is of opinion that this question should be distinctl v 
met, and decided, before the treaty is concluded . His Lordshi p  observes, that i�  
Art. 2 of  the draft treaty submitted with your letter, six of the districts eu ume
rated in ZohraL's will arc enter ·d, and the others are not mentioned. 

1 4. The question of Meer Al. ·. �I orad's right to compensation for the Desert 
Forts, Shahgurh, Guttorah,  an<l Gurseya, transferred to Jessulmere, mu:at als9 be 
determined . The l_etter of the Governor of Scinde to the Gonrnor-general ,  dated 
4 May 1845, assumes the right of Meer Ali Morad to these forts, a1 1d states 
(which cannot be traced on our records) that Lord Ellenborough directed that 
Olli:! third more thau the value of the land circumjacent should be paid to his 
Highness for them. These forts would apptar to have belonged to Meer Roostum ,  
and the right of Meer Ali Morad for  compensation, on  account of their n°l in
qui�hment to Jessulmrre, would seem to de.pend on the validity of the transfer 
of a l l  the property of Meer Roostum to his Highness. If the right of Meer Ali 
Morad to them is established , a territorial transfer of . an equivalent might be 
negotiated, in preference to a money payment, to the extent proposed by his 
Excdlency. 

1 6 . Since the submission of the draft treaty, Meer Ali Morad appears to have 
brought forward a claim, in right of the Turban, to the villages of ilhong Bhara 

-;3. G and 
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and one third of Zu uzulkote, transferred to Bhawulpore ; the conclusion of the 
treaty should le-dve no such question undetermined., and should contain a clause 
declaring that neither party had any claim on the other on account of territory. 

1 6 , The Governor-general concurs w i th Sir C. Napier in  considering that we 
have a val id cla im on Meer Ali Morad of Rs. 47 ,710 .  1 .  5. on account of collec
tions made uy h im and his  followers in 1 843, from British districts in Servistan ; 
but this matter may also be adjusted in th� transfer which it may be necessary 
to make in the final negdtiat ions for the treaty. 

1 7 .  The exchange of territory proposed by the Governor of Scinde, as indi
cated in the sketch which accompanied his letter of 4 May 1845, appears to the 
Right honourable the Governor-general ex pedient ; and on hi:. Excellency being 
satisfied upon this point, and on the equivalent value, politically and territorially, 
to the British Go,·ernment of  the districts taken in exchange, the Governor
general authorizes the negotiation of such exchange, without waiting for the 
formal conclusion and ratification of th� treaty. 

18 .  W ith regard to the conditions of the draft treaty, the Governor-general 
observes that Meer Ali Morad, besides his objections to the extent of te1Titory 
described in  Art. 2, objects to Articles 9 and 12 .  The former of these provides 
that subjects of the one Government, not being Rtate offenders, shall be at liberty 
to settle in the country of the other, without molestation from the Government 
they may have left. This is an univel'sally admitted right ; and it would havf 
been scarcely necessary to insert it formally in  a treaty, but t.he very fact of Ali 
Morad's protesting against i t  shows that it would not now be expedient to omit 
it on this occasion. 

1 9 . The latter provides that Meer Ali Morad shall not permit his s11hjects to 
wear arms. The Governor-general does not think that it  would be expedient 
to press this article ; the rule is  not enforced in our own territories, nor has it 
ever been imposed on any of our allies. It would, moreover, be impossible tc, 
enforce on his Highness's part, at all times, a compliance with this reRtriction ; 
and i t  is not expedient that in a treaty there should be any condition which can 
be. habitually broken without imolving serioue consequences. 

20.  The question of the location of a Resident permanently at Khyrpoor Mould 
be final ly determined, aud, if considered necessary, should be made a condition 
in the treaty. The Governor-general is disposed to think that it will be desirable 
that a Resident should remain with his Highness till the affuirs of the Punjaub 
are more securely settled, but his Lordship thinks that after that he might be 
withdrawn. The terms of the treaty to be executed with Meer Ali Morad should 
correspond, as nearly as possible, with the terms of other treaties between the 
Honourable Company and Indian potentates ; and the Governor-general directed, 
some time ago, that three copie� of a work prepared in this office, containing all 
such treaties, should be forwarded by Dak Bhanghy to Kurrachee, to remain as 
a record in your office. 

21 .  The Governor-general requests the attention of the Governor o f  Scinde to 
the foregoing remarks. On the receipt of his Excellency's reply, his Lordship 
will be prepared to give the matter immediate consideration ; in the meanti me, 
to allay the anxiety of Meer Ali Morad, his Highness may be infQrmed that the 
Government of India is willing to enter into a treaty with his Highness of friend
ship and alliance, and has given instructions to the Government of Scinde to 
that effect, and authorized his Excellency lo conclude the terms of the treaty 
with his Highness in accordance with the rules obsened in treaties with other 
independent powers. 

Simla, 
24 October 1 846. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) F. Currie, 

Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor-general. 
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No. 26.  

Frem his Excellency the Governor of Scinde to the Right Honorable the 
Governor-general, &c. &c. 

My Lord, 
IN rep]y to the letter No. 396, dated 24th October 1 846. from the Secretary to 

the Government of India to the Secretary to the Go,·emmt•nt of Scinde, I have 
to state for the information of your Lonh:hip, that i n  answer to the 2;1 and 7th 
paras. of the  above-mentioned letter, a plan shall l,e S!'nt as soon as it can be 
prepared . 

With reg ard to Dteu l\fahomtd, and the denial of liis H ighness' consent to the 
treaty, I know nothing regarding it except wl 1at J heard from Mr. Currie, and 
his Highness's drniul that such a letter had Leen written by his direction. I 
think, rhcrefore, that thi s  Deen Mahomed desern•s punisl 1 ment. 

'Wi th regard to the ad para. of l\fr .  Currie's lettt•r, I l iave no further remarks 
to make thau were appended to Ids H ighuess's l<:tter. 

As regards paragraphs 8, 9, and 1 0, see my letters to Lord El lenborough, 
dated June 28th and September 21st, 1 843 ; these contai1 1  the view which I then 
took of this 8ul ject, nnd that v it'W remains unchanged. The case seems to stand 
thus. 

On the 28th Juue I made a clear statement. of h i s  Highness's claim. On the 
1 7th August his Lordship the Governor-general expressed doubt-; whether the 
Amen Roostmn made over his personal lands as well as t hose belonging to the 
Turb1rn to his brother Meer A] i  Moorad, and his Lordt,hip d irected me, pend ing 
the derision of t lds question, to take possession of all the lands which never 
belonged to e : ther of those chiefs, which order I obeye<l . 

On the 30th Augm t 1 843, i t  appeared by l\lr. Secretary Thomason's letter of 
that date, that the view taken by rne on the 28th June 1 843, was correct. Thus 
the doubts "hich had been entt1·1ained by Lord Ellenborou/.!h (pending the deci
sion of the ten doctors of the Mahomedan College at Ca]cutta) tell to the 
grouud, and no further orders having been issued on the subject by the Supreme 
Gover�ment ,  I considered that the claims of his Highness to the whole of the 
lands held by the Meer Roostum were just. He at that timE: had posse11ion 
of tliem, and I left matters as they �toed pending further instructions, which 1 
before observed were never receh·ed. 

If any fraud can be proved ugaiust his Highness in tbe transaction which 
,gave him the Turban and the remaining lands of Meer Roostum, I have nothing 
more to say, but otherwise, I consider that the question was settled by the letter 
of Mr. Secretary Thomason and the opinion of the college. I have no proof of 
fraud having been committed by his Highness, and without that I think i t  would 
be impossible to deprive his Highness of any of the lands made over to him in 
the Koran. I should comider it to be a breach of faith. 

Paragraph 1 1 .  I am not aware that there are any geographical distinctions 
between the Turban )ands and the other lands of the late Meer Roostum. How
ever, this docs not appear to be a matter of any importance, because the Maho
medan law allows of no distinction or Eieparate rights in a sovereign prince. 

Paragraph 1 2. The letter of Mr. Secretary Thomason appears to me to show 
that 'he places considerable confidence in the opinion given by the doctors at the 
Culcutta college. I sought the !.,est opinions that I could obtain here, and all 
agreed witl:. those given by the college. 

Paragraph 1 3. I hfn·e eYer considered the question to ba,·e been decided. 
· • As to Article 2 of Draft Treaty, the six purgunnahs mentioned in Sohmb's 
,nll as granted to Meer Roostum are those alluded to by the _G.)vernor-general. 
The " scattered places" alluded to in Sohrab's will have been named in the . 
treatJ, The remainder of Sohrab's grants to Roostum were duties appertaining 
to the ·Turban, not places, and wil l  be found detailed in the deed dated 20th 
December 1842, by which Meer Roostum made over the Turban to Ali Moorad ; 
clear details are h erewith forwarded. 

Paragraph 14.  His Higlmess was in full possession of the fortresses, I therefore· 
assume that he had a right to them, succeeding to the right of his brother Meer 
Roostum, the one right being consequent on the other. 

I enclose ropy of Lord Ellenhorough's letter relative to the transfer of these 
fortre11ses. His Highnt-ss would prefer having the forts returned to him, rather 

73. o 2 than 
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than receive any payment. I believe he waR excessively averse to give 
them up.  

To pay his Highness by a transfer of lan<l would be objectionable, bJt I have 
no douLt that such a mode of payment might be negotiated. I object to the 
payment i n  land, because the land of Scinde i s  very ferti le, and wi ll eventually 
yield a vast revenue. 

Paragraph 1 5. I think the treaty should of course settle all disputed points as 
far as possible. 

Paragraph 16. The claims on his Highness would of course be adjusted by 
the treaty. 

Paragraph 1 7 .  Sanctions exchange of lands. 
Paragraph 1 8. The objection of his Highness Ali :Moorad is answered by my 

remark on his Highness's letter, sent to your Lordsh ip with letter dated 19 May 
1 845. 

Paragraph 19.  I can see no great difficulty in enforcing the article against his 
Highness's suhjecti"! wearing arms in Scinde, with the exceptjon of his Highness's 
sirdars and troops, \\ ho should not be interfered with. It is quite true thai; this 
has not been done in other parts of India ; neither, I bel ieve, h:ive the inhabi
tants of other parts of India been prohibited from carrying arms ; yet I have 
done this in Scin<le, and consider i t  to be one of the chief cau�es of tranqui l lity 
and safety to travellers i n  th is  country. 

Paragraph 20. I see no necessity for a Resident at the court of Khyrpoor ; at 
the :aame time there can be no doubt that such an officer tends to keep his 
Highness from getting into scrapes with the British Government, and I would 
certainly keep t l 1e present Resident (Capt. Malet) there until the affairs of the 
Punj:rnb are perfectly settled. 

As regards Lord Ellenborough's letter on the 17th August, l understood it 
thus :-

1. That Ali Moorad has no right to any territory north of Roree, hecause we 
had, by the d raft treaty, seized upon the whole as a punishment to be inflicted 
on the Khyrpoor Ameer. 

2. That when the battle of Meeanee made us masters of Scin<le (and of this 
d istrict along 11 i th the rest), then we were to gi \'e to hi3 Highness the Turban 
lands i n  the d i�trict north of Roree,• nut as a right, but as gift. These lands, 
however, were never made over to h im uy me. He kept possession of all the 
lands of Meer Roostum by my permission (he having previously taken them 
because the Kardars, taking advantage of the interregnum caused Ly the fl ight 
of Roostum,  were plundering both Ameers), till the Go,•ernor-general should 
decide upon his claims, and then he was to account for the revenues of any that 
the Government chose to return to Meer Roostum, for the war had n ot then 
began, and after the conquest Roostum's territories became ours. As it had been 
decided at Calcutta that his Highness ha<l a right to all the lands made over to 
"him by Meer Roostum in other parts of Scinde, I considered, following Lord 
Ellenborough's injunc tion to treat his Highness liberally as a faithful ally, when 
h is rl isaffection m ight have been mischievous to us, that the rule should in fair
ness apply to that te1·ritor_v which we gave to him as a reward, as well as to that 
which he had i n  righ t of the gift recorded in the Koran. But I have also to call 
to the notice of your Lordship that his Highness, at much expense, led a strong 
force i n to tire hills as all ies of the British in 1845, though in no way bound to 
do so by any treaty. This ad<led much to the strong claims which he before 
had upon British l iberality. 

I have always endeavoured after the conquest to act in the spiri t  which p ro
duced the draft treaty, viz., t hat the treaty was brought about by the treacherom1 
conduct of the A meers, and not by a grasping desire of conquest, and of increas
ing our territory ; that the resistance to a punishment inflicted by the Supreme 
Government for the want of faith exhibited by the Ameers, forced u pon us the 
conquest ; and that, when masters of the whole, we gave generously to those who 
had been faithful, viz., the Nawab of  Bhawulpoor, the Rajah of  J usselmere, and 

· his Highness Ali l\Joorad. 
In 

• Or, " Lands of such \"alue as might more than compenadte." -See Lord Ellenborough's letter, 
1 7 August 1843. 
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In conclusion, I have to observe, that nothing has Leen formally given by me ; 
all remains in abeyance, subject to the decision of your Lordship. 

I send herewith a rough sketch map made by the collector, and Captain Scott 
will send a more correct one hereafter. Obaura, Khyrpoor, Derkee and 
Emamwah, are the lands which Ali Moorad has in his hands, but which are not 
his by right. Ha]f of them, however, are so by gift, according to the letter of 
Lord Ellenhorough, and the whole of them, according to my view of the subject, 
a view which I think would have been also that of Lord Ellenborough, had the 
matter been brought to an issue before his Lordship left India. 

The revenue of these districts for 1 843 and 1 844 only amounted to 1,1 6,285 
rupees. 

Finally (to sum up the whole of the above), I consider that a11 lands which are 
held by his Highness Ali Morad to the north of Roree, are his by gift. 

All south of Roree are his Highness's by right. 
To take from him any of the first would, I think, be illiberal towards a faithful 

ally. 
To take any of the last would Le breach of faith. 

Kurrachee, 
1 8 January 1 847. 

I have, &c. 
(!>igned) C. J. Napier, 

Lieut.-General, Governor of Scinde. 

No. 27. 
(No. 1 1.4/2225 of 1 847.) 

From the Secretary to Government of Scinde to the Secretary to the GO\,er,,
ment of India with the Governor-general. 

Sir, 
BY d irection of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, I have now the honour 

to forward for submission to the Right honourable the Governor-general of 
I ndia, copy of the map, as called for in the 7th paragraph of your letter, No. 
396, of the 24th October last, showing the exact position of the Khyrpoor ter
ritory in reference to the British possessions, with the names of thc,se districts 
enumerated in the proposed treaty with his H ighness l\feer Ali Moorad Khan , 
indicated in the map. 

No officer of the canal department having been available for this duty of sur
veying and laying down the proper boundaries, his Excellency deputed Lieute
nant Fitzgerald of the Scinde Camel Corps to perform it, and has authorized, 
subject to confirmation, a deputation allowance of 1 o rupees a day being dis
bursed to Lieutenant Fitzgerald while so employed, which, in consideration of 
the great heat and exposure to which that officer has been subjected, his Excel-
1ency trusts will be approved of by the Governor-general. 

Lieutenant Fitzgerald has been so employed from the 2d Apri l to the 1 0th 
July 1 847. The sum of 1,000 rupees has therefore been disbursed, for which 
sancti.on is now solicited. 

I have, &c. 
Kurrachee, (signed) E. J. Brown, 

8 August 1 847. Secretary to Government, Scinde. 

MBuo. on the Plact-s named i n  the St·eond A rticle of proposed Treaty. 

Kohehra, Clior Abr�a.-Meer Roostum got part of this as h is rig h r ,  it being the crigina  I 
seat of the  Tal poors, in the time of the Kulhora dynasty. 

Meers Cbaknr and J ungee had porlions also, but it  fell grad ually to Roostum . 

.Noushera, Kundiara, Ludda Gagun.-Vicle Meer Sohrab'ti ,viii. 

Kh.1Jrpare-City of. \Vas never wholly given up by Roostum to A li Morad, thouoh 
wil led to the latter. Al i M orad enjoyed the lands dependent on it, as by the wiU. 

0 

Roree.-Dependency of Ludda Ga.gun. 

Nahra, also Re11ee.-Both a re names of large tracts bordering on rbe sandy regions to 
the E. of Sciod e. 

73. 6 3  



54 PAPERS RELATING TO THE CHARGE PREFERRED 

Shalt Gurh, aNl Sirdar Gurh.-Dependent on the sandy tracts to the E. 
Oohmora.-Vide will . 
Kliyrpore Duharkee.-Dependency of the above. 
Omannoah.-Dependency of the abo;·e. 
Share of Shikarpore aad Moghlee.-Fell to Roostum after the death of Sohrab. 
Chuck and Mazarah • ..,..• Purchased bv Meer Rooatwn fro111 the Pathan Usk.ur Kha1t, 

who held a grant of it. It is part of Mogh/ee. 
Rapah.-Vide will. 
Boordika.-Vide wilL 
Meerpore, Mathe/a, Muhurkee.-Vide will. Ceded after the aff'air of N omur, by N uueer 

Khan to Ali Morad. 
Dadlo.-Ditto - - It is a dependency of Goteku. 

MEMORA NDUM on some Spots mentioned only in Meer Roostu1n's Deed, ceding the 
Turban. 

Abraoo and K11tteera.-Are dependencies of Kohera Chor Abreja.  

Mazarka, Kushmnre.-Wer!' with Boord ika. The Seiks have the former, the last was 
not Roostum's but Nusseer Khan's. 

MEMO. on some Scattered Possessions of Meer Ali Morad. 

Synr!abad, A ray an, Tundra, Otha, Mazaree.--N ear Sukkur. Were bought or seized by 
Meer Roustum. 

Sl1irkote, Rooslum Bohuree.-Ditto - - They are near Lukkee. 

The other c!etached villages, viz.-
Luana, Bhllrkw, Hothte, Buchanjte and Dint!Ta, Gurhte Baleen, Nap'IV Booga, GurAte 

Dakhea, Half Mooreed Setlar.-Theae were al;ays Ali Morad's, being seized by him 
formerly. 

(signed) Philip Goldney, Captain, 
Collector and Magis trate. Shikarpore, 

4 J anuary 1 846. 

Muo11.n1 nu■, showing Spelling of certain Places in the Copy of the Deed by MtJW lloonum, sent by the Secretary to 
Government of Scinde, and those presumed to be intended. 

AS IIPELT BY KB. THOJUSOR, PIIOlfOU11Cl!.D BBBL 

Pergunnahs Khobnrah Chehoor - . 
Pergwmahs Abhurea 811d Kuttonah - Abbra-oo and Kutteera 
Pergunnahs Nowshira Perose. 
Perch:: K�dha�, with_ 

Ch�rpor� �} -
Pergunnah Ludkakun - - - - • Ludda Gagun. 
Pergunnahs Meerpoor, llanhilu, 811d Kunookee - -
Sandy territory in Rance and Nlll'llh. 
Porta Shahgurh, Sirdar Gurh, and other fortB. 
Pergunnahs Oobarrab, Khyrpoor, and Hurkee - -
Pergunnah Imamivow - - - - - Emamwab. 
Pergunnahs Buhoamck and Burah - • Bhoong and Bhara -
One-third of Snbzul and Perrunnah !\loomrkab - -
Pergnnnah Shikarpor Mer Ali • - • -
Pergunnah Roopah. 
Pergunnah Bnlfudka - - - - • -
Perb•1mnah Cbuek Moozarjab • Chuk Mazarcha. 
Pergunnah Kushmoor. 

PUCE .PBISUIIID TO B1I •IJ.IIT, 

- Kohera Chor Alreja. 
Two diaricta S. E. of N 01bera Feroit. 

- Kundiara, (a} Khyrpoor, and Roree. 

- Meerpoor, Matbela, and Muburkee. 

- Obowra and Khyrpoor-Duhurkee. 

- Bhoong, Chara. 
Mazarka, N. of Kusmore. 

- Shikarpoor and Moghlee. 

• Boordika. 

(a) Cherpoor and Khyrpoor are spelt exactly alike in Persian. Yuk below. Besides, Ch some people prononnce as I 
I dare say there were no dots in the deed; and Roree is invariably •pelt with an L, not with an R. I ha.e uo doubt ' 
the identity. 

(signed) P. Goldney, 
Captain, Collector. 

• Mazarcha adjoins Chui:, and was aeized forcibly. Shahbela is a dependency of Chuk. Shahbela was given to A 
Morad by ,ome deciaion of Mr. Roa Bell. I bear tbeae now are con&idered u one di1trict. 
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No. 28. 

(A.) 

G aooTKBK PuaouNA .  

STATEMENT of  Amount Collected by Government during the last Two Crops, viz., 
Kurreef and Rubbee of 1 254/Sa. 

CaoPs of Kurreef and Rubbee of 1 254/55, or from November 1 843 to October 1 844 : 

Land revenue 
River customs 
Town duties 
Tax1,11 

Co.'s Rupees. 
85,940 1 10 i 

1 7  10 6 
7,150 

Liquor and drug 
Fisl1erv -
Garden rent 
Fees and fines 
Confiscated and· unclaimed property 
Miscellaneous revenues 

2,916  13 6 
351 

1 ,500 
1,324 12 -
1 ,658 - 9 

263 7 -
92 2 -

Total Co.'s Rupees 
Deduc� pay of Kardar, and establishment, wi1la other} contmgeut expenses - - - - - -

1,01 ,103 H >  7 i 

14,626 6 3 i 

Shikarpore, 27 March 1846. 

Balaflee - - - - Co.'s Rupees • 86,478 9 4 

(signed) E. D. Towmhe11d, Captain ,  
Officiating Collector. 

• An offer of 1,20,000 rupees having been made by Ranja Mui for tbe farming of this 
•pergunnab, during the coming year, that sum has been fixed u i11 value in t he exchange. 

(signed ) E. J. Brown. 

(B.) 

RoaBE Puag uNA. 

S.•HIIDT of Amount Collected by Government during the last Two Crops, viz., 
K.urreef and Rubbee of 1264/56. 

CROPS of Kurreef and Rubbee of 1264/66, or from November 18'8 to October 1 844. 

Land Revenue : 
In C 
In K 

ompany's rupees 
byrpoor rupees 

River Customs: 
ompany'• rupem• In C 

In Kb yrpoor rupees 

Town Dufies : 
In K hyrpoor nzpees 

Taxes : 
In Kh yrpore rupees 

--

-
. 

-

-

- -- -
Total - -

- . - -
Total - -

- -

- -

- 17,977 g 3 
- 1 a,,s 1 1 1  2j 

-

- 3 1 ,f69 ' 6i or Co.'s rupees - 30,185 

- 1,028 1 5  10 I - 1 ,082 12 g 

- 2,056 12 7 or Co.'s rupees - 1 ,959 

- 18,600 - - or Co.'s rupees - I 12,267 
i 

- 8,905 8 6 or Co.'s rupees - 3,536 

8 

3 

-

8 

8 

' 

9 

s 

0 4  (cominsed) 
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Liquor and Drug : In Company's rupees -
In Khyrpoor ruJ)6e& 

Fishery : 
In Company's rupees 
In Khyrpoor rupees 

Garden Rent : In Company's rupees In Khyrpoor rupees 

Fees and Fines : n Company's rupees I 

I n Khyrpoor rupees 

-

-
. 

--

--

-
-

Total 

--
Total 

--
Total 

--
Total 

- -- -
- - -
--
- -- -
- - -

- . 
- -
. - -

- -- -

- - -

Confiscated and Unclaimed Property : 
I 

I 

I 

I 

n Company's rupees - - - -n Khyrpoor rupees - - - -

Total . - -

l\liscellaneous Revenue : 
n Company's rupees - - - -
n Khyrpoor rupees . - - -

Total - - -

GRA N D  TOTAL Company's rupees•-
Deduct, 

- - -

871 1 -
194 7 -

1 ,066 8 - or Co.'s rupees 

8 1 3  6 
661 7 -
964 12 3 or Co.'s rupees 

3,500 - -
6,580 - -
9,080 - - or Co.'s rupees 

84 8 -
621 8 8 

706 - 3 or Co.'s rupees 

212 1 0  8 
1 80 2 -

8'2 12 8 or Co.'s rupees 

14  - -
3 1  - -

-

46 - - or Co.'s rupees 

- - - - - -
- - - - 12,267 -Town duties 

Kardar's establishment, and other contingent} 4,762 7 expenses - - • - - - -

Balance - -

- 1 ,047 2 1 

- 903 8 6 

- 8,562 12 11  

- 647 • 9 

. 830 7 6 

- 42 l 2 

- 69,471 6 3 

9 

17,029 7 g 

- 42,4'1 13  6 

(signed) 
Shikarpoor, 27 March 1846 . 

E. D. Tomn,lumd, Captain, 
Officiating Collector. 

(C.) 

M EKORANDUM of Per�unnahs, Ilagnas, and Villageg late held by Meer Mnkomed Khfttt, 
and forfeiter! to the British Government and ceded to His Highness Meer Ali Morad. 

llRgna Terracharry Purwaree -
Buralo Polara - - -

Annual Value, Total Company's Rupees 

Co's Ruptts. 
1 0,000 
14,000 
24,000 
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(D.) 

M u,ou.NDOM of Pergunnabs ceded by His Higbneu Meer Ali Morad to the British 
Government, yearly value. 

·P urgunnah Boordika 

9/28 share of Shikarpocr 

Purgnnnah Roopa -

Half Purgunnah Khanpore 

Half Village Nahpur 

llagua Chuk. Muzacha • 

llagua Bukun N ala Guffoor Khan and Booga Napa 

Ilagua Shahbela 

Ilagua Mahomedabagh -

llagua Tayudabad 

VillagE'fl of Sooltan ke Goth, Iagum Abdool Vah, Alladad ke Vab, 
Nahpur ke Vah, Hyder Nowaro.ke Vah, and Sheedy k.e Vah -

Rupees of different coinage - - -

M uro.-Equal, rejecting f1actions «,n e calculation of 9 ! per cent. 
on 1 ,40,000 Khyrpoor rupees, and IS per cent. on 48,669 of other 
denominations as exchange, to • - - Company's Rupees - _- -

(E,) 

Rupeu. 
66,000 

32,143 

9,000 

9,666 

1 ,  '712 

1'7,260 

13,788 

30,000 

4,000 

6,000 

1,88,669 - -

l,'72,000 - -

MBMORANDUM of Sums collected as Revenue by His Highness Meer Ali Morad from 
Villages properly belonging to the British Government, during Two Years. 

Mihrahpoor -

Kotrukoord -
Dewan -

Sukka -

Tadooja 
Kundra 

- I 

- I 

- ' 

- 1 

Rupees. 
6,000 
3,880 
1,046 

831 
33,567 
14,956 

Add, I 69,280 

Amount collected under various heads on his Highness's account, by}
1 

his agent, Sheikh Ally Hussun - - • - - - _ , 1,1 6,6 1 6  

Totnl Rupees of all coinage - - - 1 ,74,896 - -

Equal, rejecting fractions after deductions on account of} 1 65 000 _ _ 
exchange, to Company's Rupees - • - • ' ' __ :,_ _____ _ 

73. H 
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MEHdUiDUII of Sums collected aa Revenue by the Britiall Oonrnment from ViUagee, &c. 
properly belonging �o His Highness Meer .Ali M.,rad, up to 1he present time, from the 
date of the Occupation. 

9/28 SbaT� of Shikarpore - - - - -
Pergunnah Oobaura, Khyrpoor, Derke and Emam Wah 
Menpoor Matela Merke 
M unda-deru and Kalor Ke 
Bera PoOclr -
Dadhlo 
Kudery -
Doobah Vah 
Half Napur -
Half Khanpoor 
Sultan ke Goth 
Jagum - -
Alladad Vnh -
Nahpur Ke Vah 
Sheedy Ke Vah 

Deduct, 
Expenses of management and attention, deducting fractions 

- ' 
- 1 
_ I  

• I 

: i 

ToTAL - - - Co.', Rupttl 

(No. 1 .) 

Co.'1 Rupu,. 
b6,t60 

1 ,16,285 
1 ,63,908 

13,867 
11,100 

6,587 
2,174 
3,141  
1,7 1 2  
9,666 
2,6 1 1  
3,139 

l li 
68 

131 

4,09,766 
49,766 

3,60,000 

-
-
-.. -

Y.KAllLY VALUE of Pergunnahs, East of the Indus, ceded to Meer .Ali Morad by the 
Bri1ish Goverameat, viz. : 

Gotkee, wit (A.) 
ltoree, vide (B.) -
Lands of Meer Mahomed Khan, t1ide (C.) -

Rupus. 
1,20,000 

42,000 - -
k,000 - -

Rupu,, 

1----- 1 ,86,000 - -
Deduct, 

Value of lauds ceded by the Meer 

Yearly Balance due to British} C , R Government - - - 0• 1 upeea 

1,86,000 
1,72,000 
-----

14,000 

YEARLY VALUB of Pergunnahs ceded to the British by His Highnes3 Meer .Ali Moro,!, · West of the Ind us. 
Co.'s Rapet,. 

Allowing for ext·hange, vide (D.) 1 ,12,000 - -

(No. 2.) 
Rupees. 

SuM s  collected by h i s  Highness Meer Ali M orad from lands belonging} to the Briti�h Government, vide (E.) - _ _ _ _ _ 1,66,000 - -

Rupees. 
Sums collected by the British Government from l:.ln

_
d, b

_
elongi

_
·ng  to

_} his Highness Meer Ali Morad, vide (F.) 3,60,000 - -

Deduct,  
Sums collected by his H igh ness 1 ,65,000 

ToT AL  Balance due to Meer Ali Morad Rupee, 1,95,000 



•GAI!f!T MEER ALI ' MORAD. 

No. �-

M�Moru.Nouw of Point& on which Captain Harding ie requested to obtein 
Information from his Excellency Sir Charles Napier, relative to the proposed 
Treaty with his Highness Meer .A.ti Mooratl. 

LORD ELLENBOROVOH, in an official letter, dated the 19th September 1843, 
left it to Sir Charles Napier to decide, tis respt-ct!! the lands between Rora and 
Subzulkme, what portions should be allotted to the British Government1 the 
Nawab of Buhawulpore, ,md Meer .A llee Morad respectively, intimating at the 
sl:lflle time the general principles on which i t  WH consideTed the allotment should 
be ma<le .  There is nothing on record d irectly to show how this measure was 
carried out, but it may be inferred from subsequent correspondence, particularly 
that relating to the proposed treaty with Ali Morad, that no more was assigned 
to the Nawab of Buhttwulpore than he was already in possession of under the 
J>"Oc...Jamation i stmed previously to the conquest, i. e. , the districts of Suhzulkote and 
Boongbara ; that to Ali Moot'ad was given all that he had pre,·iously possessed, 
either in his O\\ n right or that of Meer Rostum, or by cession from Meer Nusseer 
Khan, with the exception of the town of Horee and its environs, which, with 
the remainder of the territory, was assigned to the British Govemment ; and that 
the definition of the boundaries subsequently effected by Captain Malet, under 
orders from Sir Charles Napier, was in conformity with this allotment. If any 
demi-official leUer was written by Sir Charles Napier to Lord Ellenborough, 
containing the principles and details of this arrangement, I should feel obligt:d 
by his favouring me with a copy of it. 

2. The draft of the proposed treaty with Ali Morad was forwarded to the 
Government of India with a simple transmitting letter from the late Secretary, 
Captain Brown, dated the 4th May 1 845. It is possible that explanations 
regarding i ts details may have subsequently pa'!sed in personal conference 
belween Sir Charles Napier and Lurd Bardinge at Lahore, but i t  seems hardly 
probable that so im portant a document would have been transmitted to the 
Government of lndia unaccompanied at the time by any explanation ; I am 
therefOTe led to conjecture that this may have been given in the form of a demi
official communieation to the Governor-general. The treaty contains a recogni 
tion of the territorial rights of Ali Morad, and a n  arrangement for an exchange 
of territory ; i t  may reasonably be concluded that the principles on which the 
former was based 1 and the value of the latter estimated, would be explained to 
the confirming authority. There are some memoranda on the records, e. copy 
of which is herewith sent for for reference, which fi\eem evidently to have been 
prepared with this view, and were probably sent as accompaniments to some 
demi -official letter on the subject, but in the absence of such communication I 
find i t  difficult to connect the details of the memoranda "ith the provisions of 
the tre�ty. I t  would appear from these memoranda that there would result a 
balance of terri tory due to us on the exchange, and that there were mutual 
claims on account of past col lections from lands belonging to one party, but in 
posset-sion of the other, to be adjusted, and compensation to be given to Ali 
Moorad for three forts in the Desert transferrtd to the Raja ot Jessulmere, 
leaving a money balance in the Meer's favour ; hut the terri torial exchanges 
detailed in the treaty appear to incl ude some items not mentioned in the memo
randa, and it is pm:sible that the 11rraugement finally embodied in the treaty 
may have been intended to cover the territorial balance due to the Meer, so as 
to leave nothing unadjusted betweeu the parties. All this would doubtless be 
made clear in any Pxplanatory communication wl1 ich may have been written on 
the subj let ; if such was, as I have supposed, sent in a demi -official form to :the 
Gover11or�general, I sl10J1ld feel obliged by Sir Charles Napier fa,·ouriug me 
with u copy of it. I um led to think that no formal official communication of 
this kind was before the Government of India, or was indeed known to its mem
bers generally, because a letter froo1 the Secretary to tl rnt Go"ernmmt, datrd the 
24th October 1 846, in reply l o  repeated requests from the Guvernme111 of Scinde, 
that the final disposal of the trraty might be expedited , states that the delay h ad 
been caused by the ab�ence of information from which to form a judgment on 
its merits. Sir Charles Na1:ier, in acktiowledging this letter, under date the 
18th January i847, replies in detail to the doubts and objections stated in i t ; 

73. H 2 but. 
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but it <loes not appear to have occurred to him that any or the information he 
had previously submitted might not have been before the Government generally 
and therefore his explanations were perhaps less full than that authority requireJ' 
which may have led to the question remaining unsettled up to this time. 

3. Among the lands to be ceded by the treaty to Meer Ali Morad in exchanae 
for others are certain jaghires formerly held by his nephew Meer Mahom�d 
Khan Talpoor. This Meer had previously been confirmed in all his possessions 
by Sir Charles Napier, anu there is nothing on record to show that thev were 
again resumed, although Ali Morad asserts that they were so, and mad� over 
to him by Sir Charles Napier personally, in consequence of Mahomed Khan not 
having accompanied Ali Morad when he joined Sir Charles Napier in th" Hill 
campaign. It is !:IO unlikt-ly that a transaction of this kind would have passed 
unrecorded, that I shoulrl have been inclined to suspect some unfair dealing on 
the part of Ali Moorad, were it not that credit is undoubtedly taken by us for 
these lands in the exchauge as it stands in the draft treaty, which gives some 
colour of probability to Ali Morad's account of the matter. Sir Charles Napier's 
demi-official letters may perhaps clear up this point, or at all events I shall feel 
obliged by any information he can furnish me with in respect to it, as Meer 
Mabomed Khan is urgen t in his complaints of the injustice with which he 8.ilserts 
he has been treated by Ali Moorad in depri\·ing him of these lands. 

4. Meer Mahomed Khan's brother, Meer Ghoolam Mustafa, possessed jaghires 
in the southern part of the Khyrfow territory, which, as not having fallen by 
inheritance either to Meer Ali Morad or Meer Roostum, devolved to us in sove
reignty, but in consequence of Goolam Mustafa having abandoned them, and 
gone to :l\Jecca soon after the conquest, they remained with Ali Morad, by whom 
they l i ad been taken possession of, although properly belonging to us u the para• 
mount power. When Goolam Mustafa, on his return, petitioned Sir Chatrles 
Napier for their restoration, he was referred to Ali Morad as the holder of the 
Turban, apparently under the misapprehension that Ali Mor-«id retained them in 
right of it ; but if such a misapprehension ever existed, it must have been subse
quently removed, for we receive credit for these lands in the exchange proposed 
by the treaty. Goolam Mustafa's claim should then have been taken up and 
disposed of by us, but as this does not appear to have been done, I should be 
inclined now to restore his lands to him, unless Sir Charles Napier is aware of 
any objection to the adoption of this course. 

5 .  In the letter from the Government of India, referred to in  rara. 2, Sir 
Charles Napier is authorized at once to carry into effect the territoria exchanges, 
if satisfied as to their relative values, without waiting for the final confirmation 
of the treaty. I am not aware if anything was done upon this, but I think it 
probable that fu rther proceedings may have been suspended in  consequence of 
the suspicions which soon after arose as to fraud having been practised by Meer 
Ali Morad in regard to the district of Meerpore Mathela, ceded to him by Meer 
Nusseer Khan. I should be glad to learn from Sir Charles Napier whether the 
prosecution of the territorial exchange was prevented by this or any other circum
stance. 

(signed) R. K. Prin9le. 

No. so. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

1 .  I GAVE to Bahawulpoor, Subzul Cote and Boombara and no more, because 
the order of Lord Ellenborough to march against the Ameers prevented me, par-
1-.icularly as our ally, Alli Moorad, had claims, the settlement of which would have 
involved great dehty. 

2. When I gave Ali Moorad what he claimed (viz. Meerpoore Martella, I 
think) as having been made over to him in the Koran by Meer Roostum, I was 
pretty well aware that he had no right to the district, which was rich, and that 
he had only a right to the village, which was an affair, as he told me himself on 
the march to Emamghur, trifling in amount ;  he told me it was " t.oo small to 

take 
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take over " well ; when we came afterwards to settle our accounts and boundaries, 
he claimed the district, worth some 40,000 rupees annually. He produce<l the 
Koran, and in a leaf of it was written that this district he received on the field of 
battle. (I forget the name, but it was fought near Roree in the end of 1 842} .  �I 
was aware of the trick he was playing, but had no proof. I howe•;er was on the 
look-out, and just before I left Kurrachee I discovered the forgery he had com
mitted ,  and made over the proofs to Mr. Prin�le, or at least I gave them to 
Captain Brown, Secretary. 

3. The old treaty was rendered useless by the conquest of Scinde, and Ali 
wanted a new one ; so did I .  He was anxious to �et the district of Meerpoor 
M artellR acknowledged, as he knew I suspected his honesty in that foul transaction, 
which I had thm no proof of, and I was desi rous of exchangin� land belongin.g 
to us on the left bank of the ri,·er for land belonging to him ou the right bank. 
First, because he had districts in the midst .>f ours, and I wished to have all our 
land, which was on the right bank, in a ring fence ; and, secondly, because I knew 
he could not collect mo11ey from the district of his, which is north of Shikarpore 
(the name of which I forget), and I therefore expected to get i t  cheap ; it is very 
rich, and from being his, is troul,lesome to us. The people there are all robberr:;. 

With this view, we valued all the lands and made our exchnnges. This was 
chiefly done on our part by Major Goldney. 

4. As far as memorv serves me, Meer Mahomed Khan was restive ; he would 
not accompany his chi°'ef and myself to the Hill war ; and when I came back, I 
told him that Ali complai ned of him, and that he had given me offence by not 
going to war, as a Jagheerdar was bound to do. That Ali Morad was answerable 
for his, the Meer's, good conduct ; and, if he behaved ill, I would not prevent 
Ali from depriving him of his jaghere, and I would send him to Calcutta after 
the rest of the Ameers. This is, as nearly as I can recollect, t.he substance of 
these transactions, and I have no papers to refer to ; all were placed by me, when 
I left Kurrachee, in Captain Brown's possession. 

5 .  I see no objection to restoring his lands to Meer Jholum Mustapha. I du 
not recollect what. is stated in Mr. Pringle's letter, but it may be all correct. 

6. The territorial exchange was prevented by the simple fact, that I could 
execute it but under treaty ; either Government did not approve of the treaty, 
nnd meant to alter it, which would have produced inevitable confusion an<l 
interminable trouble, or else the Government approved, and were called upon tu 
sign it. Why this was not done is for Sir Frederick Currie to say. The whole 
delay lays at his door, and Lord Hardinge told me at Lahore that he had no 
objecti�n to the treaty, and had ordered it. All is S ir  Frederick Currie's fault, 
I believe. I think Ali Morad has been ill-used by the Government, and faith 
broken with him in regard to the forts. He gave up Shahgur, &c. at 1 ,ord 
Ellenborough's command to the Jussulmere man, with a positive and d istinct 
promise of payment,_ which was never fulfilled. If he tried to cheat us, we did 
cheat him. I have to apologize to Mr. Pringle for not sooner sending these 
.notes, which I made when I got hi:1 letter, when in Lord Dalhousie's house, anu 
when I moved out they were jumbled up with other papers, and I forgot them 
till I found them this day. 

Simla, 21 September 1849. 
(signed) 

(True copies.) 

C. J. Napier, 
Commander-in-Cl1ief. 

Assistant Commissioner. 
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No. 15.-From ditto • ditto to ditto, relating to the fight near Khirpore - p. Ti 
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No. 1 .  
(No. 8 1  1 of  1 843.) 

From Captain H. J. Pelly, Acting Secretary to the Government of Scinde, to 
Captai n  Pope, Collector and Magistrate, Sukkur. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor of Scinde to forward to you 

the enclosed translation of a letter from his Highness Meer Ali Moorad, and to 
request you wi l l  be good enough to fun�ish him with any information yo u  may · ·  · hs\·e, 
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baTe, or may be able to collect on the subject. His Excellency wishes you to 
write also to the Right honourable the Governor-genernl direct, furnishing him 
with rnch infortnatiQn u you may be able to collect. His Excellency has thi& . 
day written to t h e  Right honourable the Governor-general., informing him that 
he has directed you to do so. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. J. Pelly, 

Acting Secrt'tary to Government of Scinde. 
Kurraehee, 3 October 1 843. 

From Meer Ally Moorad to His Excellency the Governor. 

After tmmpliment.e. 
IT is weH known that the son • of my dtce1u•ed bro1ber, M eer Mc.obaruck Khan, of his 

own free w il l, gave over to m t', on  the Kornn, the d istrict of M eerpoor Mahata la, and the 
,illagfs of DaJalow and Sanderbt'y lee ; th is  was done when he was ruler of that C'Oatllry. 
You have a copy of what is writtrn on that leaf of I he Koran. About a wonth ago Cap1am 
Pope came to Khyrpoor to i 1 1\"estiga1e about the " Pugree." He also iO'Yes t igated thi1 
mauer, and it was proved by trustworthy witnesses that the writing on the Koran, with 
regard to the above-mentioned distr ict and villagc8, was all corrt:ct. Moreovt'r, before you 
�tarted on your march from Roree, you told me I shou ld ha,·e these v i l lages. I have always 
been a faithful fi iend c,f the British Government, and I t rm•t, by your kindnes�, that I may 
receive 1 be above-mentioned district and vil lag�s, 11.nd n_ot  lose my JUSt rights. 

Dated Rumzan 6th. 

(True translation.) 
(si gned) 

No. 2. 
(No. 1 02 of 1 843 .)  

H. J. Pel!y, 
Persiat\ hterpreter. 

From Captain Pope, Collector of Sukkur, to F. Th011uu,n, Esq. ,  Secretary to the 
Government of India.  

Sir, 
IN  conformity with instructions from his  Excellency the Governor of Scinde, 

to tranemit direct , for the information of his Lordship  the Gm·ernor-general, 
such information as I might be able to obtain in reference to a clair!1 urged by 
his Highness Meer Ali Moorad , to certain lands lying betweeu Subzulkote and 
Rorce, alleged to have been voiuntarily ceded to his Higlmt �s by Meer Nusscer 
Khan,  his Highness's nephew, and sou of the late Meer i\ l ooliaruck, I ha,·e now 
the honour to proceed to carry h is Excellency's i nstructions i n to effect, and beg 
to express my regret that severe i l lness has prevented me : rom doing so at a11 
earlier period. 

2. \V lten I proceeded to K hyrpore in August last, for the �urpose of making 
certain investigations a& to the alleged cession io h is Highness Meer Ali Moorad 
of the Turban of Upper Sci11de, and of his personal estates, by tl ic ex-Ameer 
Roostum Khan, I felt persuaded that the subject now 1 1 1 1 d�r cou:-iderntion would 
become one for future reference, and I therefore touk advantage of the c ircum
stances in which I WM placed, so favourable for a thnrougl i inve:-tigation, to 
obtain and record every po�sible information regarding t l . e  claim now urged by 
his H ighness Meer Ali Moor-cltl. , · 

3. The endosed Persian paper, marked (A .), i s  a fo itl 1fo l  copy, wri t ten from 
my own d i ctation, hold ing the Koran, in which i t  was c11tered, i n  my hand, of 
the deed under which h i s  Highness now claims the lands therein spC'cified. After 
the copy was made, I te:,tcd i ts accuraey by holding i t  i n  my  hands, and com 
paring i t  with that i n  the Kora n ,  the mooushee reading the latter alorw. 

4. Peer Ali Gohu r, the princi pal Syud i11 U ppcr Sein de, avowed the deed to 
he in his handwri ting ; of the fact, therefore, of the deed lrnving- been duly 
written and sealed , l itt le doubt can exist. 

5. The balance of testimony, however, as well as the universal voice c,f th•: 
c?untry, is decidedly against i ts having been sealed voluntari ly by '.\leer N usscer 
I\han ; he appeal's to ha,·e been seated su l lenly on the gl'ound ,  some I O  or 20 
paces from the l'est of the chi efs. On being applied to for his seal, he i s  stated 

i3• H 4 to 
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to have said that he had not it with him. The ex.Ameer Roostum Khan then 
went up to him, and, after trying all in his power to reconcile him to what he 
said was ine"itable, put his hand in his nephew's waistband, from which he 
drew the seal, and applied i t  to the deed. 

6. His Highness never appears to have obtained pos�ession of the places thus 
ceded till the whole count1-y came temporarily into his possession in January 
1 843. 

7.  His Highness has frequently and fully admitted, in conversation with me, 
that the cession was not willingly made. I give his Highness's exact words : 
:' Lurkur teea," he said ; i. e., it was a conquered country, or one -that he won 
m war. 

8. This is apparently irreconcileable with his Highness•B allegation in his 
letter to his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, dated Ramzan the 6th, copy 
of which has been furnished me, in view to the preparation of this report ; but it 
i s  my duty to state, without reserve, all I know upon the subject, which I have 
accordingly done. 

Sukkur, 24 October 1 843.  
I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Pope, 
Collector and Magistrate. 

No. 3. 
(No. 1 03 of 1843.) 

From Captain Pope, Collector and Magistrate, Sukkur, to E. J. Brqum, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of Scinde, Kurrachee. 

Sir, 
IN reference to your letter No. 811 ,  of the 8th instant, with enclosure, I have 

the honour to append, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, copy 
of a letter I haYe this day addressed to the Secretary to the Government of 
India. 

Sukkur, 24 October 1 843. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Pope, 
Collector and Magistrate. 

No. 4. 

TRANSLATION of Letter from Meer Ali Morad Khan, Talpoor, to Sir Charles. 
Napier, dated 6th Rumzan, 1 259, Hijra, and received 7th October 1 843.  

After compliments. 
MEER Nusseer Khan, son of the late Meer Mobaruck Khan, had given me in. 

writing on the Koran the pergunnah Mecrpoor Mathela, Deh Dadalo, and 
Soonder Beila, three viUages which were previously in his own possession. A 
copy of the page in question has already been seen by you, and the matter is as 
clear as the sun at noon-clay. About a month ago, Captain Pope came to 
Khyrpoor to inquire into the question of the transfer of the pugree, and at that 
time also examined into the above case, taking the evidence of many respectable 
witnesses as to the writing on the Koran, such as Meer Junjee Khan, Kumaul 
Khan Julbanee, with many others. Besides this, you wrote me just before you 
left Sukkur that you would confirm me in the aforesaid pergunnah and v i ll ages. 
I am the aervant and well-wisher of the Company, and they ha,·e been very kind 
to me ; I therefore now write that I may be confirmed in the pergunnah and 
villages aforesaid. 

No. 2. 
To the above the following order is annexed :
The Governor-general does uot desire that you 

settle the boundary, officers will be deputed. 
1 8  October 1 843. 

should suffer loRs ; and to 

(signed) E. J. B. 
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No. 5. 

MEMORANDUM, 

ON the British entering Scinde in 1 838, the rulers of Upper Scinde were three 
brothers, !\Jeers Ruostum Khan, Moobarick, aud Ali Morad Khan. 

Meer Alli Moorad was considerably younger than the other two, and in his 
minority had been under the guardiunship of Meer Moobarick, during which 
period he was unj11Stly deprived by his guardian of certain lands. 

This dispute was at its height when the British entered Scinde. In July 
1839, Meer Moobarick died. His son, Meer Nusseer Khan, succeeded to Meer 
l\foobarick's share of the government, and disputes with Ali Morad. Meer 
Roostum espoused Meer N usseer's side ; this was occasioned by an insult offered 
to Futteh Mahomed Ghoree, minister of Meer Roostum, by Meer Ali Moorad. 

The late Mr. Ross Bell decided 011  this caee of dispute at the end of 1 840 in 
favour of Meer All i  Moorad. In January 1 841 , Mr. Bel l  quitteq Scinde for 
Quetta, but it would appear th11t his decision was not finally airreed to by both 
parties ; for on the death of that gentleman, and return to Scinde from Quetta 
of his i:.uccessor', Major Outram, this was the first ettse brought to the notice of 
the latter by the Upper Scinde Ameers. Major Outram having inquired into 
the matter, reported _un i t  to the Governor-generdl, in confirmation of his pre
decessor's decision ; which also was confirmed by the Governor-general. This 
decision of the Governor-general was not, however, communicated to the dis-
puting parties. 

In September 1 842 their disputes hacl arisen to such a height that the two 
Ameers called out their troops, and an engagement took place in the v icinity of 
Khyrpore on the 1 5th of that month, l\foer Roostum siding with Meer N usseer 
Khan. Meer Ali Moorad Khan was victorious, and Meer Roostum sued for 
peace, and to obtain it, promised to deliver to Meer Ali Moorad Khan nine• 
villages, viz., seven of his own and two of Meer Nus!-eer Khan's, viz., " Mah
teila,"t and " Dadaloo." 

It has long been I'umonred that the Koran, in which the cession of the two 
villages by Meer Nusseer Khan had been recorded, had been fal&ified by addi
tions being made, by means of a fresh leaf being inserted in the Koran in the 
place of the original one extracted. 

Sheikh Ali Hussein, ex-minister of Meer Ali Moorad, who was the Ameer's 
confidential agent during the above transactions, but who has since quarrelled 
with and left the service of the Ameer, now produces the leaf extracted from 
the Koran, and states as follows : 

" M EMORA NDUM of Circumstances that occurred during the Battle of Khyrpore, 
fought bPtween the Ameers of Kh)rpore anrl Meer Ali Morad Klian, in the 
month of Shaban 1 258, and the Transfer of the Jaghire of Mahteila to .Meer 
Ali Morad. 

" When the battle was going on, some men were k i l led ; Meer Roostum came 
to Ali Morad in a ' Mahapah,' and wished to make peace, A l i  Morad said, 
I have expended many lacs of rupees in  the fight, and have given jaghires to the 
llelooches ; how can I make peace ? Meer Roostum then gave h i m  seven villages 
from himsel f, and two, mnnely, ' Mahteih, ' and ' Dadaloo,' from Meer Nus
seer Khan. He wrote this in the Koran, and sealed it, and then Meer Nussrer 
Khan and Ali Akbar Khan also !'calf d  it. On th is prace was effected and 
fighting ceased ; when a proclamation was i s!'ued that the country t beyond 
Rotee was ceded to the British, such belonging to A li Morad alone excepted. 
The Ameer then added in the Koran the word pergunnah before the v i l lag·e of 
' Mahteila. ' He afterwards add€d the words Met-rpoor and Mekrker, when be 
discovered that too many words had been inserted, llnd the forgery was evident ; 
he became perplexed, and after some consideration he resolved that the first 
page, in which he had attempted by scratching out some portions of words 
added to correct its appearance, should be extracted ; the :;econd, on which were 

iJ, I the 
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the seals of the different parties, remaining. The matter on the sheet extracted 
containing the name of the villages ceded, was re-copied on a spare leaf in the 
Koran. The writer of the whole was Peer Ali Gohur. The sheet extracted is 
with me here ; if you order it, I will give it up." 

No. 6 .  

MEMORANDUM. 

SlNCE preparing a memorandum for the Commissioner, copy annexed, relating 
to the transfer, after the battle of Nomur, on the 1 6th Se(ltember 1 842, of seven 
villages by Meer Roostum to Meer Ali Morad, and of the villages " Mahteila '' 
and " Dadaloo,'' by Meer Nusseer Khan, to the same, the lieutenant of police 
at Shikarpore has transmitted the substance of evidence of one Zookeram Moon
shee, formerly in the office of the Assistant Political Agent, Shikarpoor, and 
afterwards in  that of the �ollect.or of Shikarpoor, but now in gaol for peculation� 
· Annexed are extracts from this person's statement, and copy of one of Peet 
AH Gohur, which is  enclosed. The latter is the person by whom the treaty in 
question was written in  the �oran. 

I t  may be remarked that the evidence of this Moonshee Zokeram, he being in 
pri�on for peculation, may not be considered trustworthy. He is, however, a 
clever rascal, and is beyond doubt well acquainted with the details of this case, 
which in Upper Scinde have very generally been discu85ed, I imagine. 

It may also be remarked, that this Peer Ali Gohur, the writer of the agree
ment in the Koran, and by his own showing the utterer of it, has lately quarrelled 
"K ilb Meer Ali Morad Khan, and has fled to British territory. 

The Mconshee Zokeram, in the conclusion of his statement, refers to knowledge 
of the facts of the ca� by certain Ameers. If promised protection from th• 
anger of the Ameer, they would doubtless give evidence in this case, but being 
the brothers of Meer Nusseer Khan, and sons of the late Meer Roostum Khan, 
they cannot be supposed to have any very friendly feeling towards Meer Ali 
Morad, under whose protection they now are, and by whom it is said they are 
not too well treated. 

On the other hand, Meer Ali Morad Khan, in writing to me on the 18th 
September 1842, an account of the battle of " Noomur," states as follows :
" In the meantime, Meer Roostum Khan became mediator, and gave over to me 
several villages, to cover the expense of my army and the loss I had sustained, 
amounting to lacs of rupees. I, however, was not contented with the few placCi 
they made over to me, and would have demanded reparation for the whole of 
my loss had not your letter at that moment arrived ; 1 then agreed to accept of 
the ,·illages that Meer Hoostum offered to me." 

This extract agrees with the statement of Sheik Ali Hussein, Peer A li Gohur, 
and Moonshee Zokeeram, viz., that villages only (nine in number) were trans
ferred to the Ameer. No mention is made of a pergunnah. 

The late Meer Roostum Khan, on writing to me on the same subject and date, 
stated that I approached the Meer, and in order to obtain peace, consented to 
make over to him some villages for the time being. 

Meer Nusseer Khan, on writing to me on the same subject, and dated 17th 
September ,1 842, stated, " At last Meer Roostum Khan succeeded in making 
peace ; Meer Ali Morad Khan became most arrogant� seeing that he had it all 
}1is own way ; we found him hungry, therefore satisfied him for the time with a 
mouthful ; in future, hcwever, it will not stand good." 

By comparing the leaf said to have been extracted from the Koran (which I 
received from Sheik Ali Hussein, and have now in my possession) with the 
Koran itself now in the possession of the Ameer, some discovery might be ma<le. 

Kurrachee, 28 February 1848. 

( si:?ned) E. J. BrOflJn, 
Secretary to tl1e Government of Scinde. 
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No. 7. 

8TATBHl:NT of Sheik Ali Huuein about the ext.racted Leaf. 

MBIIOB.ANDUM of Circumstances that occurred during the Battle of Khyrpore, 
fought between the Ameers of Khyrpore and Meer Ali Morad, in the month 
Shaban 1 268, and the Transfer of the Jaghire of Mateila to Meer Ali Morad. 

WHEN the battle was going on some men were killed ; Meer Roostum came 
to Alli Morad in a Mahafah, and wished to make peace. Ali Morad Raid, I hava 
e,�pended many lacs of rupees in the fight, and have given jaghires to the 
Beloochees ; how can I make peace ? Meer Roostum then gave him seven vil
lages from himself, and two, namely, Mahtela and Dadlo, from Meer Nusseer 
Khan, wrote this angagement in the Koran and sealed it h imself, and then Nus
seer Khan, Meer Ali Ackbar also, sealed it. On this, peace was effected, and 
the fighting ceased ; when a proclamation was issued, that the country between 
&ree was ceded, and what belonged to Meer Ali Morad was spared. The 
Ameer then added the word pergunnah to the word village of Mahtela, 
and afterwards Meerpore and Meherkee was added. When he saw that too 
many words were added, and the style of writing was spoiled, and the for
gery was apparent, he  became perplexed, and after some consideration, he 
resolved that the first sheet, in which the scratch was made, to be taken out, anc:f. 
the second sheet, which remained genuine and had three seals on, to remain as 
it was ; the first sheet, which contained the names of the villages, was to b�· 
copied out on another sheet of the Koran which was of the ume colour and waa 
io the Koran ; this done, the fil'it and the last sheet writer was Peer Ali Gohur; 
The sheet which waa drawn out from the Koran is now with Sheik Ali Husseirr 
at Kurrachee ; if you order it, he will give it up. 

No. 8. 

(No. g of 1848.) 
From the -Lieutenant of Police, Shikarpore, to the Secretary to the Governrnen� 

of Scinde, Kurrachee. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying papers, which I beg may 
be laid before the Commissioner for his information. 

2. I need hardly mention that the individual, Zokee Ram, whose statement 
I forward, was formerly in the Political Agent's office at Shikarpore, and after
wards hea<l moonsbee in the Collector's o,ffice ; he was tried and imprisoned fol' 
bribery and embezzlement ;  he is well known as a very talented though watruat
worthy person. 

3. Peer Allee Gohur is equally well known a.s having been the confidential 
servant of his Highness Meer Ali Morad, with whom he quarrelled, and came 
and settled in our territory about eight months ago. 

4� Some days ago Moooshee Zokeram told me that his Highness Meer Allee 
Morad had got possession of some valuable district.a from us -by forgery. I told 
him that he had tried that story before ; he replied,  " It is the case, and Peer Allee· 
Gohur will tell you all about it.' '  I sent for the last named individual, and 
questioned him on the subject ; his statement is enclosed, with hi8 seal attached 
to i t. The principal proof regarding the leaf having been cut from the Koran, is 
of �ou� with Sheik Allee Hussevi, who bas gone to Lahore ; but I find that 
Peer Allee Gohur has sent a cossid to beg him to send a vukkeel down with it. 
He also states, that there Rot being room on one page of the Koran for all that had 
to be written, the eonclusion, with the seals authenticating the document, were not· 
on the page that was cut out. 

5. I also forward a paper · containing certain conditions which Peer Allee 
Gohur. stipulat�s for, if he proves all he states.-

73 I 2 6 .  I beg 
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o. I beg here respectfully to say, that although l consider it my doty as 
lieutenant of police to bring to the notice of Government all information that 
I receive ; yet, being unaware of the views of Government, I have been careful 
to guarantee nothing, not even that i t  will be tnken up, having merely put down 
on paper what ·has been told me, but taking care to get as much truth as possible. 
1 am aware that part of this business wac; some months ago before Government,, 
but l do not know how it was settled, nor can I at present inquire, as I am 
b�und by promise not to bring it to the notice of any person but the Commi11-
s10ner. 

7. That there is a great deal of truth in these statements I have no doubt, as 
bis Highness Meer Allee Morad has nei ther spared promises or bribes to prevent 
it being brought forward , The ex lortionate reward that Peer Allee Gohur and 
Moonshee Zoleram ask also show that they have no doubts on the subject, 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. 1¥. Younghusband, Lt, 

Lieutenant of Police. Shikarpore, 
4 January 1 84 8. 

STATBMENT  made by MoonshPe Zokee Ram before Lieutenant You11gltuiba11d, 
Lieutenant of Police. 

M EBR A LLY MooRAD KHAN came, in the latter end of 1842, to attack Met>r Nus•eer 
Khan at Khyrpnre by force ; then Meer Roostum Khan aml Met-r Nusseer KhRn were 
ohligt>d to g i ve  him seven towm, nir n1ed Pullughah, Kha11wah, Abianee, Butcha, Durree, 
Khurkwah, and Khinah ; tht'l'e from Mt'er Roostum Kha11 ; Mathalah and Daood Loo, 
belon!?ing to M en l\usseer Khan. It was also written thllt thei:e towns would be given 
with 1 l 1e  consent of the Briti£lh Government. Meer Ally Mourad then went to Dejee Ke 
Ghote. Meer Roost um Khan and Mr.t-r N usseer Khan I hen collened a fo,ce to Rttack h im. 
l\ieer A lly Mo,a,I t hen got afraid, 11nd sent h i s  fat her'� sister und h is own mother, aod . 
1-oen Kmar111, to be&eech them not to attack hi111, 11nd 1 hat he would restore thoi;e to\Yns be 
)1ad compel led th1·m to l!ive him. These to"· ni; therefore rt'mained in their former owners' 

. hands. A fter this the B1itish Go,·ernment confiscated the w hole of the lands from Horee 
to Subzulcote, and the Governor Sahib had it proclaimt'd, and the proclamation put on the 
wal!� ; ,md M eer Roo�tum K han and Meer N Ullseer Khan put their seals to th ii:. Af1er this 
the Governor Sahib  got rt·edy to µo to Hyderabad, and 01dered h is  �rmy to cross from 
�ukkur to Roree. Meer Alli Morad sa id  to Meer Roo.,tum, '' Come with me to Deejee Ke 
Gote, 1md we will mRke an arrangt"ment regarding th is." When they got there, Mcer 
Ally Moo,ad said, " Hand o,·er the whole of J0Ur country." After considerable dispute!, 
Meer Roostum Khan said, •• I will give you 1he couutry undt>r the se condition s : firstly, you 
will be answerable for all my expen11et1, keeping up my re1ainers, &e., &.c., as I now live, 
What lauds are in my  sons' hands now they are to still hold ; also the lands held hy Meer 
Mobarirk Khan's sons a re to be left in the sa'!le way." 

2d. The country from Rore" to Subzulko1e belongs to the .Rritish Government. Titey 
have been hnuded ovn to them, so that � �ave not the power of giving them away. Meer 
Ally M oorad Khan ngreed to these cond1t10n�, and made an agreement to this effect, and 
also nceived a receipt fr.,m Men Roostum Khan. The latler sent this agreement to Sir 
C. Napier, but Meu A l ly Moorad had lhe messenger seized on the road, and the letters 
takt·n from him. Sheik Allee Hussein got them, and kept Meer Roo11tom's agreement 
with him. After this, the whole country came into the hands of the British GovernmenL Mrer 
A lly M oored Khan, with reference to the aforet1aid seven towm Meer Ronstum Khan had 
been ohli,1Zed to cede to h im, and al110 the two Meer N usseer Khu.n had in the original paper 
insertc·d the d istrict (pergunnah), as Yoell these towns, 1tnd also the towns of MPrepore and 
Mahu 1ka. Whi lst insnting these the original patier was spoiled. Peer Ally Oohur made 
Cllll a1101 herp11per, including these towns and the d1s1rict.s, thus tak ing away from the British 
Government  lhe land� belonging to Meer Nus11eer Khan, Meer Roostum Khan, also all the 
lands belonging to Meer Rooistum's sons. But from Roree to Sub7.ulkote remained in 
the hands of the British GovemmPnt ; part of this country was giwen to Bawul Khan, 
what remained \\BS in the hands of the Brititih for tlrn JPars. At this time Captain 
M alet went round to Stttle the boundary, that thnc should be no more disputes. His 
Exct>llency the Governor was on the rond to the Belooch Hills, Meer Allee Moorad 
was also with him, also Major Goldney, When they returnee! from the campaign Meer 
Al lt-� Moorad in ,ome way got nearly the whole of the lands from Roree 10 Sobzul
cote from the Governor. · As J was an old se"ant of Govermnent when this took- pt.ce, 
] gave inrorma1ion that Meer Allee M ourad had taken several towns . that did not oelong 
to him, and on rny information they were rei;umed. I also spoke about Naowar Bhalsa, 
saying that bis Highness hud trtken that right, and showed M ajor Goldney a t reaty ol 
Meer M obaruck Kha11's. After some days M ajor Goldney returned t he copy of the 
treatv to me, and askt"d me why l � as trying to make misd1 ief. Af1er this my enemies 
got �p lies against me, and I was imprisoned. After I was imp1 i11oned, Jata Nuna, the 
Jinancial moom,hee in the Collecto1'11 offict', t'mbezzlcd a large sum of money. I made 

an 
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an agreement with the Collector, in order to save my credi1 and to free myself from 
prieon, tu prove where 26,000 rupees had been embezzled. What I did has all been writ-
1en. I now reque<it t hat i f, accord ing to the old agreement, I, Suchanund Asinund, 
and Tour Mull are released and restored to our original credit, with situations, we will 
11how where and to what extent the Gmr·emment has been roLbed ; also 1 hat I will show 
and prove how Meer Allee Moorad has got by forgery a la· ge portion of country bt'longiog 
to tbe Briti,ib GovernmenL To show this, I h ,1ve brought forward Peer Ally Gobur, who 
was enguged in al l  theie thing� as a witnes21 ; and when 111,ked, he wil l  d isclo.;e the whole. 
I have copies.of all the treaties b,.twt'en tht> Meers a"d the Bri tish Govt'rnment ; hut I wisll 
this thing guaranteed me, tha1 if I bring these thin:!S forward, I nm protected from the 
vengeance of his H ig;hne"'s Meer Al lee Moo.ad, and that a f. ,urth part o f  what I prove in 
fuvour of the British Government wi l l  be paid 1 0  me. That you (Lieutenant Youu�hus
band) will i1westigate tl tis yourself, and tell it to no one until the whole thinK is to be tried. 
'fh11t a J.etter be Wl'itten to Met'r Mahomed, Meer Allee Mahomed Khah, Meer Allee 
M urdar Khan, and M eer Shere M11homed Khan, that they will be protected from the Meer 
if they 11peak the truth. I wish this done i n  case his Highness tries to tamper with them, 
and that I may be released, in orrler that l may be able to arrange the whole of the proofs. 
That I beg that this may be told to nu one else till the time arrives for i ts being inves
ti�ated ; for Meec-'s spies are numerous here, an,1 he spends large sums of money to get 
information of what is going on. I have n11merous friends in the country, who can give me 
every information. 

Bdore me, 

Shikarpore, 4 Janwary 1848. (signed) J. W. Ya.ngkushaml, . 
Lieuteuant of Pulice. 

EnDENCE given by Pur Allu Gohur on being questioned by Lieutenant You11ghu•band, 
Lieutenant of Police. 

WREN the fight of Noomur took place at Khirpore, Merr Roostam Khan came between 
and �ave by t rn,ty seven towns of h is own, and two (Daoodloo anri MatcMa) beJonging .to 
Meer Nasseer Kh11n ; but in , his  treaty there was ·nothin� written regarding the ditd:ricl!l 
thec;e towns belonged to, or the towns of Meerpore or Merhnrkee. · Meer Allee Moorad 
Khan i n,ertt'd the words Met-rpore Mahurkt>e and the districts of Mahtt'la ; in doing tbi! 
he �poilt'd the paper and forgery was palpable. The Meer then took that page out of the 
Koran, 11nd wrote w lrnt had been on that leaf, with his addition�, on another leaf. This 
was w 1itten by mt'. The leaf that was cut out is now with Sheik Allee Hussain. This 
i, what I told you. The Meer gave me a certificate 11aying, that if this came to the notice 
of the British Governnwnt he (the Meer) would take the blame on himself. I have it 
now ; it IVHS written by Sheik Al lee Hussain ,  and signed and sealed by Meer Ali Morad. I 
have also got a letter from Sheik Allee Hussain regarding this affair, which I will 6hOw 
y�u. 

(True translation.) 

( tiigned) J. W. 1' ounglnuband, 
Lieutenant of Police. 

No. 9 .- Vide page 1 89.  

No. 1 0. 

CONDITIONS s tipulated for by Pur Ally Gollur. 
TuE Jagheer called Khangra Badshah, which w as given by Meer Sohrab to 

my father, and afterwards confirmed to me by Meer Roostum, to be restured. 
2. That his Highness Meer Ali Morad be prevented from taking vengeance 

()D me for giving this intelligence. 
3. The Jagheer of Dullpootra, which his Highness Meer Ali Morad gave me 

QS a bribe in the forgery case, to be restored to me. 
4, Immunity for all past offences. 
6. Protection to be guaranteed to Meer Mahomed Ally Khan and Meer Ally 

Mahomed Khan if they give evidence regarding the points b1·ought forward, 

(signed) 

73. 

· J. H'. Youngluuband, L1
? · Lieutenant of Pol ice. 
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No. 1 1 .  

ExTR.lCT para. 1 of a Letter from Lieutenant Younghuband, Lieutenant of 
Police, dated 1 8  December 1 849, to the Commissioner. 

PARA. 1 .  According to your iustructions I yesterday proceeded to a village 
near where Peer Ally Gohur resides, and had an interview with him. I obtained 
from him, without much difficulty, the document said to have been given to him 
by his Highness Meer Ally Morad, regarding the forgery in the Koran ; I bea 
to forward it, with translation. Peer Ally Gohur mentioned that when he fir� 
wrote on the part of Ally Morad to the late Governor of Sciode, regarding the 
alleged cession, Mahteila alone was mentioned ; in subsequent letters the other 
districts were mentioned. 

TRANSLATION of a Document obtained from Peer AUy Gnlnrr, which bears the Seal of 
His Highness Meer A lly MDrad Khan. 

" Confirmed," 
TH E reuon of writing this is as follows :-M eer Roostum Khan and Meer Nusseer 

Khan gue me the pergunnah of Mathela, on account of the lacs of rupees I had expended 
in the battle of Khyrpore. 

The p«"rgunnahs Meerpore, Mathela, Mikr, and other towns were given to me, and 
written in the Koran by their own fr� will. 

By the carelessness of the servant who kept the Koran some ink was spilt on some of 
the words, in a line of the cession wriUen in the Koran, which spoilt it a little. I said ti) 
Peer Ally Gohur, " The page i11 s.I_>oilt ; I will take i t  out ; you write a copy of it in another 
page ; because the original was written by you, so also write this." The Peer Sah ib  refused 
to wrire it. I then said I would take all blame on myself; that none should rest on him ; if 
anything was said regarding it I would be answerable. I give this document to the Peer 
to show that the responsibility of the act rests with me, and not with him. I therefore 
write that in performing this the Peer ia not to blame, he having written it by my order. 

The above writing I give to remaiu with the Peer as a sunnud, (dated) 2nd of the month 
Rujeeb 1259 Hijree. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. W. Y oungln11l,and, Lieutenant of Scinde Police. 

The document of which this is a translation is said to be in the handwriting of She� 
Ally Hossein. The word '' bahab bust" (confirmed) at the top of the document is said to l>e 
the hqodwriting of Meer Ally Morad. 

Sukkur, JO December 1 849. 

(signed) J. W. Younghuband, Lieut. of Scinde Polil-e. 

No. 12.  

STATEMENT of Peer Ally Gohur made before R. K. Prillgk, Esq., Commissioner 
of Scinde. 

I WAS not present when the leaf was taken out of the Koran. Meer Ally 
Moorad brought the Koran to me, with the leaf taken out, and a new one there 
ready to write on . As far as I can recollect the treaty originally covered three 
pages, on the last of which were three seals, viz., Meer Roostum, Meer Nusseer 
Khan, and Meer Ally Ackbar. The first was the leaf taken out. The 
extracted leaf was shown to me at the time by Meer Ally Morad ; it was one 
leaf, and not a sheet. On it had first been interpolat.ed the word Pergunnah. 
Afterwards Mahrkee was attempted to be substituted for the word Mirzee, in 
doing which the paper was spoilt. The above took place subsequent to the 
cession of 'the Turban by Meer Roostum to Meer Ally Morad. The new matter 
that was written by me was on one page, the same as the original, on the left 
hand of the book. 

Question by the Commissioner.-1s this your handwriting ? (Tl,e leaf said to 
have been torn from tire Kormi is /,ere ,/,own to Peer A.l(IJ Gohur, mllrked .'\.)
Answer. Yes ; and this is the leaf which was extracted from the Koran .  

Do 
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Do you know what became of this leaf after the forgery was committed ?-It 
was left in the Korau . Sheik Ally Hossein took it out. 

Was the deed of the cession of the Turban by Meer Rostom to Meer Ally 
Morad, and the latter's treaty with the former, written in your handwriting ?
Yes, it was. 

Was the matter in the above-mentioned cession of the Turban, with reference 
to the names of the districts and villages, the same as first written in the extracted 
leaf of the Koran ?-I do not distinctly recoll<-"Ct, but I have a copy with me of 
the cession ; and on referring to it I perceive that the pergunnahs of Meerpore 
Mathela, also that of Mahrker are amongst the list of cessions by Meer Roostum. 
I remarked, at the time of writing the cession, that the towns of these per
gunnahs had already been ceded. To this he replied, it was of no consequence 
to write them. 

Do you recognise the paper now shown to JOU ?-( A pape1· is shown to Peer 
.Ally Gohur, marked B.}-Yes, the handwriting is mine ; it must have been 
written at the time the page was written in the Koran. It appears to be an 
attempt of mine to write certain words fair, but I do not recollect. 

Do you recognise the Koran now shown to you ?-Yes; this is the book from 
which the leaf was extracted. 

b the handwriting of the treaty written in it yours ?-Yes, it is. That first 
page is the one that I re-wrote ; the remaining three pages, on the lMt of which are 
the three seals, are my original writing. 

You before stated that, as far as you recollect, the treaty was written on three 
pages ; it now appears on four. Will you explain this difference ?-It is nine 
years ago, and my recollection of the subject is not quite distinct. 

Do the three first pages of the treaty, written in the Koran, appear to you to 
be written on one . sheet or separate leaves ?-They appear to be written on one 
sheet, and not on two separate leaves. 

lf such be the case, how do you explain your statement that the original 
matter is writt.en on three last pages and the new matter on the first ?--I am 
unable to explain at this distance of time ; my memory may have failed me in 
regard to the number of pages. 'l'here may have been two extracted instead of 
one, as I before stated ; and, on recollection, I think it must have been. ·l mean 
a Bheet, which may account for it. 

Are you aware of the Koran being bound again ?-No. 
The certificate granted by Meer Ally Moorad ; when was it written and given 

to you ?-Immediately before I re-wrote the matter in the Koran. 

This statement was taken in my presence by Lieutenant Younghusband, 
lieutenant of police. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, Commissioner. 
Sukkur, 26 December 1 849.  

No. 1a. 

From .A1eer Allee Moorad Khan to Captain Bro'lm, dated 1st Shabhan 1 258 ; 
received 9th September 1842. 

After compliments. . 29 October 1 847. 
J FREQUENTLY, previous to this, wrote to you, mentioning that Meer Nussecr 

Khan was annoying me greatly by killing my suhjects and burning my villages, 
thereby causing me a loss of thousands of rupees. Of all this yon are well 
acquaint.eel. To repeat all I have said would require columns. Shaik Allee 
Hussain will therefore exrlain everything to you verbally. I do not wish to 
create disturbances. After first hearing from you, I remained silent, thinking 
that the other party would desist. Futteh Mahomed Goree afterwards came to 
me with many words, by which I understood he was intent on rebellion ; he 
then returned to Khyrpoor, without giving me compensation for the villages 
burnt. Now Futteh Mahomed Ghoree and Meer N usseer Khan have gone to 
Meer Allee Murdan Khan and Meer Mahomed Hussain, the sons of Meer 
}(oostum. On their return, you will see what disturbances they will create. 

;3. l 4 But 
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Bui it is well known by all t!iat their object is war. However, from my 
regard to the English Government, through whose means I hope to obtain peace-, 
l have kept myself quite distinct from all parties ; they will wage war, and 
will meet w ith their deserts. 

(True translation .) 
(signed) 

No. 14 .  

F. Harding, Capt. 
Persian Interpreter. 

From 1lfeer Nusseer Khan to Captain Brown, dated 8th Shaban 1 258 ; ttceived 
1 5  September 1 842. 

IT is about one month and a half since when I was sick, that Meer Allee 
Moored having collected troops, entered my territory for the purpose of creating 
disturbances, which h e  stil l  continues to do. 1 have made no movement against 
him, but by the advice of Meer Ruostum Khan, I went to Boortee for the pur
pose of conciliating Meer Mahomed Hussain, and bringing him in. During 
my absence, Meer Allee Moorad went to Khan poor with his army, there to wage 
war. I have always had great regard for your Government. However, if Meer 
A llee Mourad will persist in opposing me, there will be nothing left for me but 
to fight ; otherwise I lose my reputation. I write this for your information, in 
whom I place all my hopes. My brother and I have great respect for the 
Engl ish. Bahadur A lee �hah will explain all verbally to you ; you may place 
implicit confidence in what he says. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) F. Harding, Capt. 

29 October l 84 7 .  Persian luterpeter. 

No. l a. 

1'' 1 om AJcer Nus:;C(T K !tan to Captain Brou:11, dated 2Jth Shaban 1 258 ; received 
1 7  September 1 842 .  

-�fter Complimen ts. 31 October 1 847. 
I Rt.CEIVED your lett er in answer to m ine, stating that. you had written two 

Jettere, oue to :Meer Allee Mourad Khan. directing him to desist from making 
,� ar. the other to Meer Roost um, requesting him to become mediator between 
A llee Mourad and m yself. On hearing of the advance of Meer Allee l\Im,ra<l 
Khan, Meer Zungee khan and Meer Allee Murdan Khan went to meet h im for 
the purpo8e of making peace. After thei r  departure, it became known that 
Meer Allee Moorad was marching on Kheirpoor with a large force. Meer 
Roostum Khan and myself then left Kbeirpoor with the object of effecting a 
reconcil iation .  Meer Allee Moorud, w ho had taken post to the eastward, with 
all h is  forct•s and guns, immediately commenced an attack (nei ther Meer Roos
tum nor I having had the slightest intent ion to fight), when both armies met 
and manv were slain ou either side. I never heard of such audacity 01· dis
respect. "At last, Meer Roostum Kliaa succeeded in making peace. M eer Allee 
Moorad Khan became m<'st arrogant ,  seeiug that he had it al l  his own way. 
,ve found him hungry, therefore satisfied him for the time with a mouthful ; 
iu future, however, it will not stand good. 

(True translation .) 
(sig·ned ) J,: Harding, Captain, 

Pi::rsian Interpreter. 
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No. 1 6. 

From Meer Roostum Khan to Captain Brown ; received 18th September 1842. 

After compliments. 1 November 1847. 
I WROTE to you, stating that Meer Allee Moorad was advancing with his army, 

and asked you to prevent it. The next morning, Meer Allee Moorad before 
sunrise arrived with his whole army before the walls of Kheirpore. As I was 
always averse to disputes in my family, I would not permit Meer Nusseer Khan to 
collect troops for the purpose of opposing him. However, when Meer Allee 
Moorad had proceeded to such length1:1 as above mentioned, I, together with 
Meer Nusseer Khan and my sons, left Kheirpore without the materials of war, 
with the intent of bringing about a reconciliation. Meer Allee Moorad, for
getting all ties, and contrary to all custom, commenced firing upon us, and before 
I could reach him, 10 or 1 2  persons had been killed, and as many wounded. 
I approached the Meer, and in order to obtain peace, consented to make over to 
him some villages for the time being. You are my friend, in whom I place all 
trust. I therefore have acquainted you with the dishonourable behaviour of 
Meer Allee Moorad ; you will be able to judge of it in future, and see with how 
little cause he has behaved so ill towards me, the head of the family. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) 

No. 1 7 .  

F. Harding, Capt. 
Persian Interpreter. 

From Meer Allee Morad to Captain BrO'lJJn ; received 18 September 1842. 

After compliments. 2 November 1847. 
I RECEIVED your letter, directing me_ to desist from hostilities and the gathering 

of troops till you heard from Major Outram. The circumstances are these, from 
the commencement of the disputes with Meer Nusseer Khan, and the burning 
of my villages. Notwithstanding your kind advice to him, he still persisted in his 
course. Your remonstrances made no impression upon h im. Although I knew 
him to be much inferior to me in force, and notwithstanding the injuries he had 
inflicted on me by burning my villages, &c., I still continued humbly to sup
plicate for the restoration of my property. He would not listen, but sent 
Futteh Ghoree to me at Ahmedabad, with a demand of the cession of yet more 
territory. He made his demands in such a tone as to make my heart burn. 
Afterwards he returned to Kheirpore, there to conspire against me with Meer 
Mahomed Hussain. All this I learnt from my secret writer, whose name I do 
not think necessary to mention. I therefore thought if I delayed my movements, 
it would allow time for their plot to ripen, and thus cause me loss. H� is  de
serving of punishment, either from my hands or the British. You have deferred 
his punishment ; I therefore have made preparations to punish him myself before 
he may find an opportunity of injuring me. 

At the insti�ation of G horee, he has forgot.ten the respect due to me as his 
ma1:1ter, and his position as my servant. He has, from cowardice, concealed 
himst>lf in Kheirpore, which place I respect on account of Meer Roostum Khan. 
Meer Mahomed Allee, brother of Meer Nusseer Khan, erected three stockades 
in my front, which he, Meer Ghoolam Mahomed, son of Meer Roostum Khan, 
Allee Buksh, son of Meer Fush Mahomed, with several chiefs and hundreds of 
soldiers, occupied. The moment my victorious army advanced to the attack, 
they immediately deserted the two foremost stockades, taking up a position 
behind the third, when my  troops, regardless of the fire poured into them, 
pursued the enemy and surrounded the third stockade. l was about to massacre 
the whole of them, when a voice arose, crying out, " We are the sons of Meer 
Roostum ; for the love of God spare us." I had given orders to my troops not to 
fight e,·en with the servants of Meer Roostum ; but on hearing that they were 
the sons of Meer Roostum, I at once spared them, making them prisoners. In 

73. K the 
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the meantime Meer Roostum became mediator, and gave over to me several 
villagea, to cover the expense of my army, and the loss I had sustained 
amounting to lacs of rupees. I however was not contented with the few plac� 
they made over to me, and would have demanded reparati-0n for the whole of my 
)o::;s, had not your letter at that moment arrived. I then agreed to accept of the 
villages thut Meer Roostumoffered to me, postponing any further demawls for 
a future time, which I hope to receive from the hands of the British, in wl.om 
I place implicit confidence. You may h-Ourly expect the arrival of Shaik Allee 
llWisun ,dth the Koran, sealed by Meers Roostum and Nusseer Khan, in which 
the treaty is entered. He will explain all details to you. 

(True translation. ) 
(signed) F. Harding, Captain ,  

Persian Interpreter. 

No. 1 8. 

From Meer Nuueer Klum to Captain Braum ; received 1 8  September 1842. 

After compliments. I NoHmber 1847. 
I HAVE sent Moollah Mahom�d to acquaint you with the conduct of Meer 

.Allee l\J orad . All, however, is now well. The particulars you will learn from 
the letter of Meer Roostum Khan. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) F. Harding, Captain, 

Persian Interpreter. 

No. 19 .  

}'rom Metr Allee Moomd to Captain Brnwm ; received 27 September 1 842. 

After compliment.s. l No\!em ber 1847. 
IN rep1y to my letter, I received your answer, saying that you were much. 

displeased with my conduct. 
The circumstances are these :-Meer Nusseer Khan has created much diiturb

ance, killing my people and burning villages. Notwithstanding your advice, 
he "·ould not enter into terms, or give me my rights, though I sent .Fnqueen1, 
Sayuds, and others to treat with him ; but, on the contrary, conspiring w i th my 
enemies, did all in his power to injure me. I encamped in my own territory • 
.Meer Mahomed Allee, brother of Meer Nusseer Khan, advanced and buil t iitock
ades in my front ; they commenced hostil i ties against me. I succeeded so well, 
that I could have done with them as I w ished, when I received your letter, on 
the receipt of which I immediately allowed .Meer N usseer Khan and others to 
go their own way. I, who am a well wisher of the British Government, and of 
course followed the advice given ; you may be sure that there are noue in this 
country who will serve the British Government as I will and have done. There 
is now no one to oppose the British ; should, however, any one be so mad as to 
thick of doing so, l am ready, when with my own army alone, I "'ill deal with 
them as they deser\'e ; should their army he much superior in number to mine, 
I will call for the support of the British, and again be foremost in the attack. 
I therefore trust that these my good feelings for the Bl'itish Government ,..,i J l  be 
taken into consideration. 

(signed) 

(True translation.) 
(signed) F. Harding, , Captain, 

(True copies.) 
Persian Interpreter. 

G. Inverarity, Assistant Commissioner. 
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No. 20. 

STATEMENT of Sheikh Ali Hussein, m ade before R. K. Pringle, Esq . 
Commissioner in Scinde. 

Questions b!J Commissioner. 
Dm you make any statement before 

Sir Charles Napier regarding the treaty 
of Noonar ? 

At  that time did you give a lraf of 
the Koran in which the treaty of Noo
nar was written to Sir Charles Napier ? 

How came that leaf in your posses
sion ? 

Replies of Deponent. 
YES, I made a statement to moon

shee Alee Ackbar, at the request of Sir 
Charles Napier. I wrote the statement 
down in my own handwriting by his 
desire. 

Yes, I gave a leaf of the Koran. 

His Highness l\Ieer Alee Morad gave 
it to me to take care of it. The leaf had 
been extracted at Khyrpoor in the pre

sence of Busharut Ali and Peer Ali Gohur. '] was at Bubarlow, and 
was not present, having attempted to dissuade his Highness from com
mitting the deed ; my moonshee, Bushorut Ali, W¥ pre6ent, and re
turned with the Koran ; the leaf that bud been extracted was loose in it ; 
the Koran was given to me to show to Captain Pope, who had expressed 
a wish to see it. The reason that Captain Pope had expressed a wish 
to see the original treaty was, that he had heard that Mathda only was 
in the original, and that subsequently pergunnahs of Meerpore and 
Mathela were added. 

How many pages was the treaty of · On four pages, commencing with the 
Noonar written on ? page on the right side of the book, and 

ending with a page cm the left side, on 
the latter of which were the seals. The extracted matter was on the 
first page, the rest remaining as it originally was on the Koran ; one 
sheet forming two leaves was extracted, of which one leaf was blank. 
Two blank leaves were then transferred from the beginning of the 
book in order to rewrite the page extracted. The binding of the 
book was undone for this purpose. I learned this from my moon
shee, Busharut :Ali, bot I am not aware whether any bookbinder 
was employed in insertin g  the leaves. ,vhcn it (the Koran) came into 
my hands, the extracted leaves were both thae, but separated from the 
binding. I do not know that Captain Pope's suspicions were aroused 
by the appearaHce of tl1E Koran ; and as I was the Meer's servant, it 
was not my business to say anything on the subject. The new matter 
written in the Koran� in substitution of the extracted leaf, was written 
by Peer Ali Gokur. The Peer was at first reluctant to engage in the 
transaction, but having written to consult me on the subject, 1 told him 
that if he did it at the instigation of the Meer, who was all powerful, he 
could not be held responsible. 

Are you aware of any certificate hav
ing been given by his Highness Meer 
Alee Morad to Peer Alee Gohur on 
this subject ? 

I rather think that he did give a cer
tificate to the effect, that he was not re
sponsible ; but I have no distinct recol
lection of the matter. 

\Vere you present when the treaty Yes, I was present ; the rough copy 
of Noonar was written ? was written by me, but was destroyed 

when the fair copy was written. 
Did Meer Ali Moran 8end any copy Y E:s, he sent a copy at that t ime, but 

of the treaty to the British authorit ils ? I do not recoll ect in whose handwrit-
ing. I .gave ,a copy, also, to Moonshee 

Tour :Mull, who was sent by 1\-fajor Cli liborn to obtain it .  Tour Mull 
copied _it from the Koran. The matter in that copy was as it originally 
stood m the Koran. I afterwards, when I had quarrelled with the 

73, ll: 2 Meer, 
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Question., by Commissioner. Replies of Deponent. 

Meer, gave information regarding the extraction of the leaf from the 
Koran to Captain Malet, but I did not show the leaf. He told me to 
give the information direct to Sir Charles Napier. Upon this I once 
mentioned the circumstance to Captain Brown, but as the districts 
north of Roree, which had once been taken possession of by the British 
Government, had been restored to his Highness Meer Alee Morad, it 
occurred to me there was no use in proceeding in the matter, so made 
an excuse to Captain Brown that the leaf was not then at hand, but 
with my family at Mooltan. 

At the time of the cession of the Tur
ban, &c., by Meer Roostum to Meer 
Ali Morad, were the districts in the 
treaty of Noooar include� in the cession 
according to the terms of the original 
treaty, or according to the subsequent 
alterations ? 

Do you know what became of the 
copy of the treaty of Noonar that Moon
shee Tour Mull got from you ? 

Do you recognise the paper now 
shown to you ? (The leaf• e.rtracted 
from the Koran is here shown to Sheikh 
A Ii Hussein.) 

Do you also recognise this paper 1 
(The paper marked (B.) is here shown to 
him.) 

If thesr two leaves originally formed 
one sheet, how do you account for some 
difference that appears in the size ? 

Do you recognise this Koran ? 

Do the first and second pages on 
which the treaty is written appear to 
you one sheet or separate ? 

How then do you reconcile this with 
your statement regarding the bringing 
the leaf from the commencement of the 
book ? 

Do you kn.ow this paper ? ( The copy 
<!f the treaty of Noonar is here shown to 
l1 im, marked (C.) 

In the leaf extracted from the Koran 
there appears an interpolation and era
�ure ; are vou aware when this was 
effected ; I inean, was it done about the 
i'.'ame period thG, leaves were extracted 1 

Do you know the handwriting on the 
back of the copy of the treaty of 
l'-oonar ? 

Do 

The whole country was included in 
the cession, therefore in it were the 
districts referred to. In the cession 
were the whole of Meer Mobaruck's 
possessions as well as Meer Roostum's. 

No, I do not. 

Yes, it is the leaf from the Koran in 
which the treaty of Noonar was written, 
and is the one I gave to Sir Charles 
Napier. 

Yes, it is the blank page of the Koran 
on which Peer Ali Gokur tried his 
hand. 

The difference does not appear to be 
so great as to cause any doubt. The 
smaller appears to have become re
duced in  size by rubbing and .  folding. 

Yes, this is the book in which the 
treaty of Noonar was written, and from 
which the leaves were extracted. 

They appear to be one sheet. 

I reported what had been told to me, 
at least as far as I can recollect ; both 
pages might have b�en re-written. 

Yes, this is the handwriting of Bu
sharut Alee, but it must have been 
written subsequent to the forgery, for 
it has the pergunoahs of Meerfore and 
Mathela clearly written, but am not 
aware when it was given. 

No, it was done some months before 
the leaves were extracted. It was done 
about the time the country was ceded, 
and remained in that state in the Koran 
until Captain Pope's visit, when, as I 
said before, the leaves were extracted, 
and the first page re-written. 

No, 1 do not. 

Yes, 
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Questions by Commissi�r. 

Do you recognise this paper ? (1'he 
certifaate gi'Oen by his Highness Meer 
Alee Morad to Peer Allee Gokur, marked 
(D.), is here shown.) 

Replies of Deponent. 

Yes, this is a certificate I wrote by 
command of the Meer for Peer Alee 
Gohur, at the time of the insertion of 
the fresh matter in the Koran. I stated 
before that my recollection on this 

point was not very distinct. Now the paper is shown to me, I recollect 
the circumstance ; it bears his Highness Meer Alee Morad's seal and 
the words '' Bahul ust " ( coufirmed) in his own haud wri ting. 

Do you recognise this paper ? (The I rather thiuk it is in the handwrit-
COP,1/ ef the treaty of Noonar received ing of Bushorut Alee ; it is a copy of 
from Tour Mull is here shuum to Sheik the original treaty of Noonar as first 
Ali Hussein.) written in the Koran. I think it is in 

Where is Bushorut Alee now ? 

Bushorut Alee's handwriting, and must 
have been taken before the forgery was 
committed . 

He is at Saharunpoor, in tlie town of 
U mbitoh. 

This examination of Sheikh Alee Hussein was taken in my presence by Lieut. 
Y ounghusband, lieutenant of police. 

Sukkur, 9 January 1 850, 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, Commissioner. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) Geo. Inverarit9, Assistant Commissioner. 

Series (C.) 

ABSTRACT of CoaRESPONDENCB regarding the Jagheers of Meers Meer Mahomed Khan and 
Goolam Moostaft'a. 

Letter from the Resident at Khyrpoor, No, 40, dated the 28th April 1846, Forwards copy of a 
Petition from Meer M'ahomed Khan to his address, claiming 'fhurree, Chanee, Powaree, and 
Gahi1poor, also certain lands in Moglee. The two former are in the British districts of Roree, 
Gahilpoor in his Highness Ali Moorad's purgunnah of Boordika, and Moglee in the 
Shfkarpoor collectorate, below 8ukkur. 

Reply to No. 1,066, dated 4 May 1846. Copy attached, No. l in this Series - p. 79 
Letter from the Collector of Shikarpoor, No. 662, dated 6 May 1846. Reports that his Highness 

Alee Moorad had claimed Gahilpoor and Gandhur, adjoining Kusmore. These depemfencies 
formerly did not belong to Ameer Roostum but to Meer Mahomed, who had also claimed 
them, and been referred to his Excellency the Governor. Forwards also extract from a Letter 
to his address from the Resident at Khyrpoor, stating that the places in dispute were formerly 
held by Meer Mahomed Khan, but as they are in the Boordika District, there could, he 
fancied, be no doubt but that they are entirely at the dispollal of his Highness Meer Ali 
Moorad Khan, the whole of Boordika being his Highness's : adding, " these having been 
held by Meer Mahomed Khan, can surely give us no claim to them if in his Higliness's 
country." 

Reply to No. 1,218, dated 1 9  May 1846. Copy attached, No. 2 in this Series - p. 7 9  
To the Resident at Khyrpoor, No. 112 19, dated 19 May 1846, forwarding Copy of the preceding 

Letter to the Collector of Shikarpoor, No. 1,218, for his information. 
From ditto, No. 58, dated 3 June 1846, in reply to Letter, No. l,219, Forwards seven Documents 

produced by Meer Mahomed Khan in support of his claim to 1 he lands above alluded to. 
Five of these documents relate to the lands called Moghlee, purchased formerly by Meer 
Mahomed Khan. In the other two Sunnuds mention is made, and the Jlaffif.B arc specified, 
of all the various lands held in J agheer by Meer Ma homed Khan, under the seals of Meer 
Sohrab Khan and Meer Roostum Khan ; of these Thurra, Channee and Powarree are alone in 
British territorr, all the rest arc in the country held by his Highness Ali Moorad. 

Letter to the Collector of Shikarpoor, No. 1,635, dated �o June 1846. Forwards for his 
Report thereon, copies of the preceding Letter from the Resident at Khyrpoor, with 
Endosures. 
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From ditto, No. 006, dated 80 June 1 846. There is no doubt that Meer Mahomed enjoyed all 
the J aqheers claimed by him, up to one month before the battle of Meeanee about which time 
�eer Roostum having fled, Meer Ali Moorad confiscated them. By the formal Treaty prev10usly sealed by Meer Roostum, the country from Roree to -Subzulcotc beinCJ' ceded to the British, Thurra, Channce, and Powarree would have been included, ·&c. 0 

Reply to No. 1 ,804, dated 1 8  July 1 846. Copy attached, No. 8 in this Series - p. 79 
From the Re�ident, Kl1yrpoor, No. 67, dated 8 1  J nly 1 846, submits a Letter from his HighneQI 

Meer Ali l\Ioorad, claiming Gahilpoor as a village in the Purgunnah Boordika. 
Reply to No. 2,o,o, dated 8 August 1 846. Copy attached No. , in this Sdries - p. 79 
From the Resident, Khyrpoor, No. 72, dated 18 August 1 846, in reply to preceding Letter 

forwards a further communication from his H iglmess A Ii l\foorad, and observes that there i� 
no doubt but that �leer l\Iahomecl Khan held Gahilpoor on the 1 7th February 1848. This 
village has been in our hands since we occupied the country, and it is for his Excellency die 
Go-Yernor to decide whether i t  shall be restored by us to Meer Mahomed Khan, or whether be 
shall receive it at the hands of the Rais, in whose country it is, and which would, no doubt, be 
so restored by his H ighness aiter what he had said in his present communication. 

Reply to No. 2,108, date<l 24 August 1 846. Copy attached, No. 6 in this Series • p. so 
'Letter to the Collector and Magistrate, Shikarpoor, No. 338, dated 1 4  February 1 847. Copy 

attached, No. 6 in this Series • - - . - - • - - - - - p. 80 

From ditto, No. 40fl, dated 8 liarch 1847 ; ·states the locality of the several villages claimed 
under Sunnud by Meer l\Iahomed Khan Talpoor. 

Reply to � o. 552, dated 8 March 1 847. Copy attached. No. 7 in this Series - - 1'· 80 
From the Collector of Hyderaba<l . No. 768, dated 26 Aug-ust 1 847,  submits for orders, claim 

advanced by Meer l\Iahomed Khan Talpoor, to the village of Sadoqjah in the Hvderabad 
Collectoratc, Lut to tl1i1, he would not �eem entitled by Sunnud. 

• 

Reply to No. �,477, dated 30 August 1 8 47 .  The Governor entirely agrees with him ; Meer 
Mahomet.I. Khau can only claim the land laid down in the original Sunnud of Meers Sohrab 
Khan and Roostum Khan. 

Petition from l\lecr Mahomcd Khan Talpoor, dnte<l 30 March 1 848, claiming the village 0£ 
Suddooja ; with Report thereon, by the Collector of Hyderabad, No. ass, dated 6 April 1848. 

Reply to 1\Ieer l\lahomed Khan, dated 9 May 1 848. Captain Rathborne's opinion on the subject 
of bis claim ; havi1 1g been concurred in, and appro,·ed of by his Excellency the late Governor, 
and appearing to the Commissioner equitable in ilBelf, he sees no reason to modify it. 

Petition from the Wukccl of Meer l\Iahomc<l Khan Talpoor, dated 24 May 1 s,8, regarding the 
villag') of Suddooja. 

Reply to, elated 26 May 1 84 8, The Commissioner is unable to give him any other reply than that 
already recci\'ed by him on the su�ject. 

Petition from Meer l\lahomed Khan Talpoor, dated 30 March 1 84 8. Complains of having been 
deprived of his Jagheers by his Highness Meer Ali l\foorad. 

The above Petition referred for the Report of tl1e Resident at Khyrpoor on the 5th Apnl 1 RIB. 

Report from the Hc,ident at Khyrpoor on the above Petition, No. 67, dnted 3 May 1 848. The 
pO!:'ses�ions mentioned in Meer l\labomed Khan's Petition were made over by the late Governor 
of Scin<le, in exchange for lands elsewhere, now in our possession. Endorsement on above 
Report, elated O May 1 848, calling npon the Resident to state to what exchange of lands between 
Government and h i;i H ighness the Ameer he refers. 

From the Resident, Klm·poor, No. 86, dated 5 June 1848. Explains that this exchange of lande, 

by which l\Ieer l\1ahomed's Jagheers came into the possession of his Highness Meer Ali 
:Moontd, is that which took place at �ukkur on the return of troops from the Hill Campaign 
earlv in 1 845. " In Artiele 6 of the Dra ft Treaty, dated Eukkur, 1 845, the J agheers in q ues
tion· are entered under the name of Burrehla Olara." 

Reply to �o. 1 ,502, dated ; 2 June 1 848.  R�u_est!-1 he will repo�t what l�nds_were transferred 
bv bis H wlme;:s .Met!r Ah Moorad to the Br1t1,-h Government m 1 846, m heu of Meer Ma• 
h�med's Jagheer lands, as nothing is 011 record in the Commissioner's office relating to any 
such exchange of land. 

From the Resident at Khyrpoor, No. 05, dated 26 July J 848, with Enclosure. Copies attachea., 
No. 8 in this Series - - p. •81 

To the Collector and Ma1.6strate Shikal'poor, No. 2,0flG, dated 2 August 1 848. Forwards copy of 
the above communication from the Resident, Kbyrpoor, with a request that he will furmsh a 
full report 011 the subject. 

From the Chief Scc1·etarv Lo Government, Bombay, in the Political Department, No. 8,285, 
dated J O  Au,,.ust 1 84 8; forward ing repre,cntations from l\leer -1\lahomed Khan Talpoor, and 
Hajce Meer" Goolam Mooi.tatfa ; the former complaining of l1aving been deprived of his 

Jagheers by his Highness Al i  l\Ioorad. 

Protn the Collectur of Shikarpoor, No. 250, dated 1 6  October lll48. Copy attached, No. 9 in 
this Series - p. ·s2 

Petition from l\leer l\Iahomcd, dated 3 1  January 1 849. Copy attached, No. IO  in this Series, p. 87 
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No. 1 .  
(No. 1 ,066 of ·1 846.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to the Resident, Khyrpoor. 
Sir, Kurrachee, 4 liav 1 846. 

lY reply to your letter of the 28th ultimo, No. 40, I have the h�onour, by 
direction, to acquaint you that Meer Mahomed Khan holds. a purwunnah of his 
Excellency the Governor, regranting to him all his lands he held in the time 
ol the Ex-Ameers, to which he must prove his right. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, Secretary. 

No. 2. 
(No. 1,21 8 of 1 846.) 

From the Secretary to the Govemment of Scinde to the CoHector and 
Magistrate, Shikarpoor. 

Sir, Kurrachee, 1 9  May 1 846.  
I .- u,1 directed to acknowledge the receipt of your  letter, No. 052, of the 5th 

instant, on the subject ef n,rious claims preferred by his Highness 1\Jeer Ali 
Morad Khan. . .  

2.  I have written to the Resident at Khyrpoor, on the 4th instant, that Meer 
Mahomed Khan holds a purwunnah fl'f,m his ExceHeney the Governor, regrant
ing to him all the lands he held at the time of the battle of Meeanee, to which, 
of course, he must prove his right to yowr satisfaction. 

3.  His Excellency is decidedly of opinion, that all boundary questions had 
better be deferred until next y,·iuter, when your deputies could repair perwnally 
to the spot, and decide any existing dispute� 

I have, &c. 
(.Bigned) E. J. Brown, Secretary. 

No. s .  
(No. 1 ,084 of 1 846.) 

From the See,etary to the Government of Scinde to the Collector and 
Magistrate, Shikarpoor • 

. Sir, Kurrachee, 1 3  July 1846. 
IN reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, No. 996, reporting on t�e jagheers 

of :Meer Mahomed Khan Talpoor, I have the honour, by direction, to state that 
what was in Mahomed Khan's possession on the 1 7th February 1 843, must now 
be restored to him. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brou:n, Secretary. 

No. 4. 
(No. 2,070 of 1 f46.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to the Hesident, Kbyrpc,or. 
Sir, Kurrachee, 8 August 1 846. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of his Excellency the Governor, to acknow
ledge the receipt of your letter, No. 67, of the 3 1 st ultimo, and i ts Enclv.sures> 
relative to the making over Gahilpoor to Meer Mahorned Khan .  

2. In reply, I l\ffi directed to forward, for your information, copy of a pur
wunnah , written to the Ameer by his Excel tency in J une 1 848, �uaranteeing to 
the Arneer aH lands possessed by him on the capture of Scinde, in February 
1 843. This purwunnah was written at the instigation of Sheik Ali Hussain, 
minister of his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan, who stated that i t  w.as 
his Highniess' wish th"t. such s.hould be written . l.'1·0111 this, you 'lill perceive 
that the whole question depends upon in whOit! possession was Guhilporu· oq th� 
1 7 th February 1 843. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, Secretary. 
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No, :,. 
(No. 2, 1 98 of 1 846.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to the Resident, Khyrpoor. 

Sir, Kurrachee, 24 August 1846. 
Bv direction of his Excellency the Governor, I have the honour to acknow.: 

ledge the receipt of your letter, No. 72, of the 1 8th instant, and Enclosure, from 
his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan ; and i n  reply, to state that his Excellency's 
purwunnah to Meer Mahomed Khan Talpoor, dated 5 June 1843, only guaran
teed to that chief, such rights in land as he possessed at the period of the battle 
of Meeanee. 

2. If, therefore, it should appear that Meer Mahomed Khan, on the 1 7th Febru
ary 1 843, only held the lands you allude to in jaghire on a grant from the then 
Rais of the family, such now should he the terms on which he should hold 
them under his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan. It  will become necessary, 
therefore, to make inquiries on this subject, which, in communication with the 
Collector of Shikarpoor, will you be good enough to do. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, Secretary. 

No. 6. 
(No. 333 of 1 847.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Scinde to the Collector and 
Magistrate, Shikarpoor. 

Sir, Camp, Hyderabad, 14  February 1 847. 
I AM directed to forward seven original sunnuds produced by Meer l\Iahomed 

Khan Talpoor (formerly of Emamghur), and to inform you that his Exce1lency 
the Governor will confirm him in his rights to all lands within the British 
territory that may be named therein. 

2. After examination, he good enough to return to me such sunnuds as may 
require the seal of his Excellency. 

3. Such lands as this Ameer held in jagheer, as grants from the Rais, . are 
now, of course, at the disposal of Meer Ali Morad Khan. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, Secretary. 

No. 7 .  
(No. 552 of 1 847.) 

From the St!cretary to the Government of Scinde to the Collector and 
Magistrate, Shikarpoor. 

Sir, Kurrachee, 8 March 1847. 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 408, of the 3d 

instant, and to return the Persian enclosures, sunnuds of Meer Mahomed· 
Khan Talpoor. 

2. I now forward , under the seal of his Excellency the Governor, a sunud 
confirming, from the spring crop of 1847, to this Ameer, �II jaghire lands
situated within the British territories which he held at the time of the battle of 
Meeanee. 

3. His .Excellency directs that the boundaries of Chandia shall be carefully 
fixed and laid down by arbitration of competent persons. 

I hu·e, &c. 
(signed) E. J. BrtJtDn, Secretary. 
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No. 8. 
(No. 95 of 1848.) 

From the Resident, Khyrpoor, to the Secretary to the Commissioner in Scinde. 
Sir, Khyrpoor, 26 July 1 848. 

I HAVE the honour to forward for submission to the Commissioner the accom
panying letter, in original and with translation, from his Highness Meer Ali 
Morad !{ban, giving his Highness's account of the way in which Meer Ma
homE:d Khan's jaghires came into his poesession. l have been informed by Meer 
Mahomed Khan that he was prevented by sickness from accompanying his High
ness in the Hill campaign, btit that he gave h is Highness a considerable sum 
of money towards defraying the expenses of that expedition. 

As his Highness has not, either in the accompanying letter or in any conver
sation I have had with him on the subject, alluded to the pecuniary as.c,istance 
thus rendered him by Meer Mahomed in lieu of personal sen.-ice, it is more than 
probable that with Sir Charles Napier his Highness was equally silent on this 
point. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Forbes, Resident. 

TRA N S L ATION of a Letter from His Highness Meer All!/ Morad Khan Talpoor to 
Captain Forbu, Resident of Khyrpoor, duted 9th Shaban 1264 (1 1th July 1848). 

WHAT I now write is not unknown to you. When the British Government  conquered 
Scinde, a part of my terri 1 ories was i n  their possession, yielding an annual revenue of 
46,000 rupf'es, viz., half of Khanpure, half of N11ppur, share of Shikarpoor, Kote Sooltan, 
Jaghun, Abduloah, Alladndvah, Happur-ku-\'ah, Hyder-quavur-ka-vah, Sydee-ka-vah, and 
G uffoor-kh11n-ka-vah ; ull these villages are i.till in possession of the British. The 
following v i l lages belonging to the 81 itish Government, fmd yielding an annual revenue of 
12,000 rupeeR, are i n  my pos11ession, viz. : Kunthur (bdonging- 10 Meer Mobarick Khan), 
Merabpore, Kotrie, Davun, Lakka, Kasmanee PurreP.anee (ht>longing to M eer M ustapha 
Khan), thus leaving a differt'nce of 33,000 rupees per annu m  in 111y favour, d ue by the British 
Government. W hen Sir C. Napier returned from the Hil l  campaign, he entered into an 
engagf ment with me that cenuin lands bP.longing 10 me on the right bank  of the Indus, 
viz., Booldka, Chuck-mazarchah, Birkun Boojah, N 11ppur, Mahomedabah Shabalah, 
Purgunnah Ropah, Dey Syndabad, together with the lands above-mentioned as bein� in 
po�session of I he British Guv�· rnment, be given in  �xchange for lands hP.longing to · the 
Bm iRh Government on the left uauk of the I ndu�, viz., Gotekee, Roree, Tarrt·e Chawnee, 
Po\, arree, Beraloo, Olara, Moree, Go��un, Shaikoopore (belonµing to Meer Mahomed 
Khan},  Dey Suddoojah (belongint{ to Meer Gholam Mustapha K han), together wirh the 
lands above mentioned as being m my posse,sion. This prop1 1ged exchange of lands was 
satisfadory to both parties, as the amount of revenue was equal .  On 1he accounts heing 
made up a difference of 1 ,95,000 rupees was found in my favour, which was promised to be 
paid to me by Sir Charles Napier. This exchange of 1er1itory was embod ied in my treaty 
and forwarded to the Governor-gr neral of I nd ia. Three Jears have now elapsed without my 
treaty being ratified, and the exchange of territory has, i n  cousequence, not been effected .  
The vi llages of  Bcralos, Olara, Moree, belonging t o  Meer Ma  homed, yield 11n annual revenue 
of 14,000 rupees. When Si r  C. Nap�r went up to the hil ls, Meer Mahomed would not go. 
For this he incurred his Excdlency's d ispleasure, \\ ho took 11way the above lands from hun., 
on account of the British Government, and gavP. them to me as portion of the lands 
intended to be exchanged, as mentioned in the treaty. Exclusive of the above 14,000 
rupees per annum, the British Government have now in thl'il' poE-session lancls belonging to 
me y iddiug an annual revenue of 19,000 rupees per annum. I be� you will take into con
sideration the above facts, and ) OU will see that MePr Mahomed Khan has no right what
evt'r to the lands for which he has set forth II claim. I never seized the lands from him ; 
they were 1 akt-n away from h im by Sir Chal'les N apit>r, as a punishment for his disloyalty 
in not joining him in the Hil l  campaign, and afterwards given 10 me in exchange for i;ome of 
my lands. So far from my rnizing any of l\Jeer Mahomed Khan's lands, I ga�e him a 
portion, the revenue of \'\·hich he is enjoying up  to this day. This is the gratitude I received 
for my k indness to h im, for he is continual ly complaining to the British Government rhat I 
seized his lands ; hut ·he is cunning enough not to mention the reason why his lnnds were 
taken away from him. God knows how people can t ake upon thenu;eh·es to fobricate such 
fal�e complaints, as if it is truth. They do not comsid1-r that t he Bri t i sh can soon discover 
a true or false complaint. I have now to reqnesr the British Government wil l •kind ly  carry 
into efiect the exchange of territory propusc,1 i n  the treaty, or that t he d ifference of 19,000 
rupees per annum be paid to me, together wi r h  the halanl'e duP. for my lands in possession 
of the British Government. If it i s  the wish of the Bri 1 ish Government tbat Meer 
M ah1 1med Khan should  n--sume h1s f1gheer, the t-a 1 1 .e  way as l it> had it before it was taken 
from him by Sir C. Napier, it wi l l  be no loss to me, as tllt'y wi ll make good to me the full-
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33,000 ru�es per annum, for lands belonging to me in their possession. . I leave this entirely 
to the Bnt1sh Government to do as they please, and I trust you will, after. due inquiry 
obtain for me my just rights. 

· ' 

(True tranalation.) 
Khyrpoor, 24 July 1848. (signed) J. Forbes, Resident. 

No. 9. 

No. 259 of I 848.-Pulitical Department. 

From the Collector and Magistrate, Shikarpoor, to W. J. Surtees, Esq ., 
Assistant Secretary to the Commissioner i n  Scinde, Kurrachee. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to report upon the letter of his Highness Meer Aly Morad, 

received in  yours, N o. 2,085, of the 2d August 1848. 
2. His Highness values the country we hold of his at 45,000 Company's 

rupees per nnnum. Appendix (A.) shows the total amount received from this 
source by the British Government, from the conquest to this date, averaging 
26,771 Company's rupees only. 

3 .  His H ighness estimates the lands belonging to the British Government 
and i ts Jaghircdars at 1 2,000 Com pany's rupees per annum. Appendix (B.) 
�hows the sum I estimate to have been received by his Highness on ,that account, 
averaging 35,573 Company's rupees annually. 

4. Appendix (C-) details lands strictly Britiah, to the best of my information, 
and the rnms enjoyed by his  Highnetes on that head to the present date ; these 
lands have, I bel ieve, never been claimed on behalf of the English Government. 

6. His Highness states the amount of revenue in the districts proposed to be 
exchanged by the draft treRty of March 1 846 as equal . I have not access to the 
documents filPd on that occasion, but to the best of my recollection a balance 
of 8,000 Company's rupees against his Highness was found on the final settle
ment ; and I the better remember this, because on the late Resident, Khyrpoor, 
Captain Malet, expressing a hope that his Excellency Sir C. J. Napier would 
not exact- a corresponding set-off against the deficiency on his Highne!fS's part, 
I pointed out to Captain Malet that the annual sum of 8,000 Company's rupees 
is equal to two lacks of Government paper (then at four per cent.), and that his 
Highness the Meer held in reserve a claim to about that amount on account of 
" Shah G hurh" and " Sirdar Gurh," two forts in the Eastern Desert, transferral 
by order of Government to the Jeysulmere State. 

6. Against the 1�95,000 Company's rupees claimed by his Highness as balance 
m account of undue co1lections by the British ( chiefly of " Meerpoor," 
·• Ooboura," " Metheta," &c. ,  conceded in March 1 846  ) ,  I beg to set of 
·.Appendix (D.) ,  showing in round numbers S,68,000 Company's rupees per 
contra. 

7. I n  explanation of the one lac accoun� of the S. C .  1 ,264 (wheat and 
barley harvest of 1843 ), I beg to state that the Britieh Government only 
assumed charge of Shikarpoor and other dependencies on the month of July 
1 843, though entitled to them from the 17th Februttry of that year. 

8 .  It is notorious that the execution of the draft treaty of 1846 was prevented 
by the Meer's own emissary, one Deen Mahomed,  who proceeded tu Delhi in 
the summer of 1845 for that purpose, and was actually seen by the deputy 
collector of G hotekee while en route to the camp of the Right honourable the 
Governor-general of India. 

9. " Birialo," &c., it will be seen, I estimate at 23,400 Company's rupees 
per annum. 

1 0. Meer l\fahomed Khan Talpoor, nephew of his Highness, labours under a 
painful complaint which prevents l i is riding on horseback without inconvenience. 
His vakeel here in forms me, that by consent of the l\frer Aly M11rad, his master 
paid 4,000 rupees - towards the expenses of the Hill campaign in lieu of 
personal attendance. I am not aware of the causes of his Excellency Sir C. J. 
Napier's displeasure, but whatever his Excellency thought fit to resume from 
1\leer Mahomed or Meer Mustupha belongs to tht> British Government, both 
these nephew:; of Meer Aly .\farad hiiving forfeited thei r posses:tions to us by 
adhering to tl te fortunes of Meer Roostum i n  1842-43. 

11 . l am 
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1 1 .  I am aware of no appanages of his Higbness that reverted to the British 
in exchange . for any jagheers of these two brothers given by his Excellency 
to hie Highne,s ; and if his Highoem did thereafter· regrant any parh>fi the,e 
possessions to these two parties, he is sti ll ' responsible to the British Government 
for the proceeds, or for any equivalent in other lands, no such equivalent having 
as yet been given that I am aware of, though set forth· in his Highness•s
letter. 

1 2. It is quite true that Meer Mahomed and·1Meer ·Mustapba· do- heap oo� 
plaints upon his Highness, but I am· unable to say a word upon the subject., not 
knowing anything of the merits of the case beyond the fact that his Highness 
did accuse Meer Mahomed of failing to accompany him.in the Hill campaign. 

13.  My first eight paras. sufficiently explain all . .  that I have the means of 
reporting on the allegations and demands marked (E.) 

14. And the Schedules (A.), (B.), (C.), and (D.) will enable the Commis
sioner to judge how . far his Highnee.s's penultimate para. is founded ; indeed 
these last- demands depend mainly on the decision of the Right honourable the 
Gevernor-general of lndia in Council. 

1 5. The Schec.l.ule (A.) is framed from my accounts, which can be inspected by 
his Highness's agents, if desired. His Highness's accounts should be similarly 
at our option to inspect. 

1 6. My valuations of the lands held by his Highness are es.timates derh-ed 
from- parties l ikely to know. 

1 7. The statement of Meer Mahomed Khan'.s vakeel is attached, showing the 
lands and value of lands held by his master at the present time. 

I have, &c. 
Coller.tor's Office, Shikarpoor, 

1 6 .0.ctober 1848. 

(signed) P. Goldnq, Major, 
Collector and Mag�strate. 

Appendix (A.) 
ScaEDULE (A.), showing Amount received up to this Date, Lands belonging to His 

Highness Meer Ali Morad. 
This Schedule abows the &me received from:his Highness's shores of the several places 

only ; exclusive of Value of Shares belonging to British. 

Kote Sooltan -
Jaguul 
Abdoolwah 

AUa.hdadwah 
Nappnrkavah 
Hyderkahawnr -
Seydeekavah - -
Gufl'aor Khan Karah -
Kbaopoor -

- - The whole of this is i n  
Jageer, granted by Meer Roa►. 
tum Khan, and coofirmed • . of 
course, by his Excellency in 
1840. I resumed one-fourth on 
account of the death of the 
grantee. 

-
Entirely in Ma Highness's hands 

i Napur -

9/28 Shikarpoor I 

- - 16 Shu:es belo� .to· Hy- . 
drabild. 

_ - - 3 shares belonged to Nusser l Khan Kbippoor - - -
- - 9 shares belonged to Roos-
tum Khan - - - -

TOTAL of Five Years, Company's Rupees -
Or ,perr �, � 

R,... .a. p. 

14,622 - -

1'7,809 
6,610 

96,616 - -

R,. a. p. 

-------1 133,858 - -

1 33,866 
26,771 - -

Collector's Office, Shikarpoor, 
14 October 1848. 

(E; R) 
(signed) P. Goldney, Major, 

Collector and Magistrate. 

73. J. 2 
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Appendix (B.) 1.  
TaANSLATJON of Appendix (B.) 1, being a Memorandum ahowing the Value of  Jageer. 

formerly ht-longing to Meer Mahomed Khan Talpoor, enjoyed by his Highne�• Meer 
Ali Morad Khan of Khyrpoor. 

TOTAL BNJOTED BY 
KAMEi OF JAGBBaa. PBODUCB PB'll IIBBB 

Ollara 

Berialu . 
Maree Mulka 

Thebkooran with Kekee 

Sore and Runagpoor,} (in Oboura di11ric1) 

' ' 

. uunn,. 

&. 
21,000 

7,000 

a,ooo 

7,000 

1 ,000 

89,000 

a. P· 

A LI MOOIU.D. 

a. P· 
e,ooo 

'7,000 

8,000 

7,000 

1,000 

26,000 

BEMABJtS 

{18,000 enjoyed by Meer Md. 
Khan • .  

Khyrpoor Rupees. 

-� • ._, 

DNiuct 10 per cent. - - 28,400 - - Company's Rupees. 

Company's Rupees, Twenty-three thousand Four hundred. 

(E. E.) 

P. Goldnty, Major, 
Collt-etor'a Office, 

Shikarpoor, 24 October 1848. 

(frue translation.) 
(signed) 

Collector and Magiatratt-. 

Appendix (B.j 2. 
STATEMK1' T showing Valuation by Collector's beat informution of the under

mentioned Places. 

NAMES OF PLACES. TO WHOM THEY BELONG. 

- Belonging to M. Mobarick K. 

Estinuted Yearly Reven�. 

Khypoor RupHS. Compuy's B.iapees. 

3,too - - 2,880 - -- -Khundhur 
Mihrabpoor 
Kotrie -
Deurim 
Takka 
Kusbmannee 
Puneeanee 

• Belonging lo Goolam Moota-} 10,310 _ _ 
pha Khan - • - -

1-----
Toi.al Company's Rupee5 • • • - - ... 12,178 - -

Total AmounL of Revenue enjoyed by his HighneM M�er Ally Morad) l; Khim, during (6) five years -
• J ______ _ 

Collector's Office, 
Can:p, Sukkur, 4 November 1848. 

TOTAL Company'• Rupees - - - 60,866 - -

(E. E.) 
(aigned) P. Goldney, Major, 

Collector and Magistrate. 
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Appendix (C.) 

ScBP.DlJLB (C.), showing Sums realized from Lands belonginir to Meer Nussur Khan of 
Khyrpoor, not hitherto claimed by tl1e Bntish. 

I 
I 

Eatimat.d Yeuiy Bnenu�. 

Hydrabld 
· ltupeea. 

Comp&D) 
Ropea. I -------....:.------------ ---- ------1------

1 

Part of Nara 

Part of Kohera 

Part· of Koterah 

1- ,:·1 Belonged to Meer{ 

41791 

N ussur Khan - • -

' I - -

Equal to 

• 8,040 - -

- 1,100 - -

Total Company's Rupees - - - - - -

4,661 

1,740 

1 ,000 

8,291 

6 
Total Amount of ReYenue enjoyed by his Highness Meer Ali Morad} 

Khan, during five yt1lrs • - - - • • - - 1-------
C om pan y 's Rupees, Forty-one thousand Four hundred and Fifty.five 41,466 

31 Oc1ober 1848. 

(E. E.) 
(signed) P. Goldney, Major, 

Collector and Magiatrate. 

ST A TBHENT of Esur Dass, British Krardar, late Servant of Mt'er Roostum Khan. 

Koterah was given b1 Meer Morad Aly K�an of Hydraba,d to Meer Mobarik, Khan of 
Khyrpoor, and wu enJoyed by Meer Mobank'• son, Meer :Nussur uf Khyrpoor up 10 the 
conquest. 

Nara was, after the death of ·Meer Sorab, conferred upon Meer Jdoobarik Khan by Meer 
Ali Morad. Meer Nusser Khan enjoyed it at his father's de11th to within a few months of 
the conquest (1 7 July 1843) ; Kohera was enjoyed by Meer Nusseer Khan up to the conquest. 

. . ...... ·- � . ... . . . ... . � . .  -
Before me, (signed) P. Go/drug, Major, 

Collector and Magistrate. 
--------·--------

Appendix (D.) 

ScHBDOLB (D.), ahowin!! Amo11'lt in Grain and Cash realized by his Highness Meer Ali 
. Morad Kluua fro111 British Territory, between February and July 1843. 

ash collections C 
V alue of Grain -

D SSCRIPTI ON. 

- - -
- - ·-

- - -
- - • 

R 
Add,-

11bbee collections, 1264 S. C., 1843, estimated at 

AMOUNT. 

R,. a. p. - 1,41,008 8 6 

- 1,28,41'7 t 8 --
- 1,00,000 - -

TOTAL Companv'.: Rupees, Three la<'ks Sixty-seven thoueand Five} 
hundred llnd fiftetn, Twelve annac, and Two ·pie■ - • -

TOTAL. 

R,, a, 

2,6'7,616 It 

1,00,000 -
3,67,61 6  12 

Collector'• Office, Shikatp'Jor, 
26 October 1848. 

(E. E.) 
(signed) P. Gold,iey, Major, 

Collector and Magistrate. 

L 3  

P• 

9 

-
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Appendix (E.) 

EXTRACT. 

I H� VB now to req�est the British Governme�• will kindly carry into effect the exchange 
of terntory proposed m the treaty, or that t he difference, 191000 rupees per annum, be paid 
to me, together with the balance due for my lands in possession of the British Government. 

(True extract..) 

31 -0ctobet- 1848. 
(signed) P. Goldney, Major, 

Collector a:nd MagiatP•� 

Appendix (F.) 

TBAN&LATI-Ol'i of a Statement made by Hussun Ally, V.akeel of Meer Mahoared Khan 
Talpoor, da1ed 23 October 1348. 

&rATEB, that prior to the H ill cumpai�n all produce of the lands mentioned by Meer 
Mahwned Khan used to be enjoyed by him, but after the Hill campaign Meer Ali Morad, 
with force, took the said lands away, leaving only the village of Oolloora on account of it.a 
being the residence of Meer Mahorued, but the i nundated lauds belonging to the said village 
he confiscated ; and they have bern in hii. .po1&ession ever since, and from the village of 
Oolloora too he takes, sometimes half or three-fourths of the produce up  to this date ; 
except 13,000 rupees for the produce of Oolloora, all the rest is in  the hands of the Meer 
from Rubbee IIMJ (April 11J4o) to the present day. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) P, Gold,uy, Major; 
Collector and Magitt.rate. 

ABSTRACT, 

V .ALUB, �y information.�ven to Collector of {! pper Scinde, of Lauds and Appendage� strictlr 
belongmg to the Bnush Government or its Jagheerdars, and held by Meer Ah Morad 
Khan Talpoor. , 

DESCIUPTION .  
COMPA N Y 'S 

R U PEES. 
BEHA.BK:8, 

Total • .  
As per Appendix (B.) t - 81,900 - - These valuations are, of course, aubjeei -to-
As per Appeodix (B,) 2 - 60,866 - - revision oo production of the accounts of tile 

Purgunnabs by bis Highneaa Meer Aly-Motae, 
As per.Appendix (C.) , - 41,466 - -

TouL Co.'s Rupees 184,220 - -
Deduct - enjoyed byl British Government, 

J 
133,866 -

as per Appeudis (A.) 

Balance in favour on 60,364 British Goveminent J 
- -

- --

Fifty thousaed Three hundred and Sixty-four Company's rupees. 

(Errors excepted.) 

Shikarpoor, Collector's Office, 
Camp, Sukkur, 4 November 1848. 

(signed) P. Goldneg, Major, 
Collector and Magistrate. 
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No. 10. 
From Meer MaAomed Khan, Son of Meer Goo/am Hyder Khan Talpoor, to the 

Commissioner in Scinde, 3 1  .January 1 841'1. 

After compliments. 
AccoRDINO to the wi lls of my grandfather and father, I ruled over my lands 

up to the time of the conque&t of Scinde by the British, when I sent my vukeel 
to Hydrabad for the purpose of making arrangements for my future welfare. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Napier then gave to my vukeel a purwannah, con
firming to me all my former possessions, and giving me every encouragement, 
saying that I should in no way be annoyed. By virtue of his Excdlency's pur
wannah, I took possession of and enjoyed mi jaghires as formerly. Now, how
ever, without my having committed any fault, the jaghires I held by right of 
inheritance, and situated to the south of the river, have been taken possession 
of by his Highness Meer Aly Morad. I petitioned you on the subject ; ,  you 
directed Major Goldney to learn the extent of land and produce of the same. 
My vukeel informed Major Goldney, who no doubt has acquainted you with 
the amount of produce. In May 1 844 his Excellency Sir Charles Napier wrote 
to his Highness Meer Ali .Morad to the fol lowing effect : that if Meer Roostu'm 
Khan had made over to his Highness any lands not his • property, and to 
the transfer of which the rightful owner was not agreeable, the British Govern
ment would, on proving the same, take possession of those lands. The lands 
I formerly pos�ssed were held by virtue of sunuds from Meer Sohrab Khan (my 
grandfather) and Meer Roostum Khan (my uncle) . Those lands should therefore 
belong to the British Government, and the British Government clearly made 
them (lver to me. I held them under the British Government ; I therefore 
hope you wi ll, after having examined my sunuds, &c., cause those lands to be 
restored to me. 

(True translation. )  
I February 1>849. (signed) F. Harding, Captain, 

(True copies,) 
Per5ian Interpreter. 

Assistant Commissioner. 

A BCTBiACT of Correap,ndenoe in the Case of Meer M ustapba Khan, ,son of Meer 
G-Oolam HydP.r. 

l, Fao1r the Secretary to ,Government of Scinde -, to the Resid�t, Khyrpoor, No. 52, 
-.ted 8 ·May 1844, , forwarding copy of a petition from Mt-er M ustapha Khan, on the 
subject ef a jaghire stated to have barn taken . from him by Meer Ali Morad, and requests 
that he will state what has been the past conduct of this A meer. 

2. From the Rei:ident, Khyrpoor, No. 48, dated l 6  May 1844, in reply to letter, No. 5�, 
dated 8 M ay 1844 ; from the Secretary to Government of Scinde, on the subject of a peti t ion 
from Meer,Mustlpha .. Khan, sta�s that t his Meer has· neither shown a friendly d ispositinn 
or:mtde h is  salaam , to his Higitness, but that the jaghire he lays claim ,to is at present in 
his H ighness's pos�ssion. 

3. 'From the Secretary to Government of Scinde to the Resident, Khyrpoor, No. 56, 
datl'Jd �6 ,�fay 1844, ack-nowlede:es receipt of his tettn, No. 48, of 1 6th in�ta11t, and in  
reply thereto, observes, , hat h is  'Rxcellent·y does not learn fr,im i t  that the jaghire of  Meer 
Mustaffa is within the posse11sion� of his Higl111P8S Meer Ali Morad Khan. 

4.. Frum the Ret1ide11 1, Khyrpoor, to the Secretary to Government of Sci nd<>, No. 53, • 
dated �9 May, in reply to St>cretary's lt'tter, ·No. 56, of 26th instant, regardio}! the 
jaghire claimed by M eer M ustapha Khan, 1mbn11ts proct'edm,c!S of the Bnundary Com
mii.sioo of i4 April of same year, in which, a, it does not seem to have been formally 
ma,le over to h is Highness, i t  i11 sub, 11 i 1 ted that the same be induded as British tt·rrilory, 
" subject to the approval of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde." Remarks that the 
jagh i re is at present in the !?ands ot his Highness Meer Aly Morad . 

5. From the Resident, Kh yrpoor, to the SecrE'tary t11 Government of Scinde, No.  16, dated 
9 Ab� 1847, submittiog cert,l •n  documents, w i th t ranslations into English , frum Mel'r 
Goo Mustapha K11an Talpoor, detail in� the circum!ltances under whit:h his Highness 
Meer Al i  Morad po�sessed l i imselfof his j aghire, h is  sulJsequent t reatment at h i s  H 1gh 11ess's 
hands, and prays for its re,t,1ration by Government. 
S6. To the Resident, Khyrpoor, .No, 1 ,008, dated 14 Apri l  1847. Returns the original 
sunud, and favour of Meer .\1 1 1s 1Qtf.t Kh,m, received w i th his lett,�r, N o. 16, of 9th mslant, for 
1-edelivery, ob.serving that tht: land:. formerl_y held by him in jaghire appear to have been 
held at pleasure. 

7.3 • 
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No. 1 . 

No. 3 ,237 of 1 848. - Political Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 

89 

I A M  directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to forward9 
for your report, the accompanying translation of a petition from Meer Mahomed 
Ali Khan, and Meer Ally Mahomecl Khan, sons of Meer Moobarick Khan 
Talpoor, !:.oliciting Government to make some provision for their support, similar 
to those assigned to other chiefs since the conquest of Scinde by the British 
Government. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secretary, 

Bombay Castle, 8 August 1 848. Persian Department. 

SUBSTA NCE of a Petit ion from Meer Mahomed Ally Khan Talpoor, and Meer Ally 
Mahomed Khan Talpoor, sons of M eer M oobaruck Khan Talpur, to the Right Honour
able the Governor in Council, withouL date, and received 27th June 1848. 

W E  are the  f!\ons nf Meer Moobaruk Khan. During the time of the late Ameen, we 
were ch iefs of our own il laka, yielcling a revenue of about thn e lacs of rupees per annum.  
In  order to remove the  enmity which then existed between us  and Meer Al ly Morad Khan, 
we mad e over to him certain villagt s, y ield i ng a revenue of 20,000 rupees per annum ; we 
have daims on both sides. A t  present we have no mt>ans to maintain ourselves, and 10 
preserve our charactel' ; our  families labour undtr great clisti-ess. The Compuny's Govern
mi nt has made suitable provisions for the suppm·t of the chiefs of the cou11 tries wh ich it has 
conquered ; for instance, ihe chiefs of Bengal, Guzn111 ,  Mad,as, have been duly provided for. 
The said Ameer wil l  make no provision for our support. As  our lands and property are in 
the possession of Governmen1 , 11ricl as our othn th ing-s are in  the hands of Meer Ali Moorad 
Kh:rn, "'e request that, according to the principles of justice and equity, provisions similar 
to those made for other chiefs may be made for our support. 

(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) .d . .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 2. 

No. 3,1 82 of 1 848.-Political Depar.tment. 

From R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde, to the Right Honourable 
Viscount Pain.land, Go,·ernor and President in  Council of Bombay. 

:My Lord, 
I HAVE the houour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Chief Se�retary Malet's 

letters, Nos. 3,237, and 4,809, dated respecti\·ely the 8th August, and 1 5th 
instant, with accompanying copy of a petition from Meers Mahomed Ali 
Khan, and Ali Mahomed Khan, sons of Meer Moobarickh Khan Talpur, and to 
transmit, for the information of your Lordship in Council, translate of a petition 
addressed by the Eame individual, in common with other relatives of the Ex
Ameers, under date the ad April 1 847, to his Excellency the late Governor of 
Scinde, together with copy of a memorandum recorded by his Excellency upon 
it, under date the 10th idem, which latter document will place your Lordship in  
Council in  possession of Sir C. Napier's ,·iew of their case. 

Kurrachee, 25  November 1 848. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Cornmi1:1sioner in Scinde. 

Tu111LAT1ox 
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TRANSLATION of Pet ition of Meer Ali Ukbar Khan, Meer Ali Murdhan Khan, Meer Sheer 
Mahomed Khan, Meer Goolam M ahomed Khan, and Meer Dost Mahomed Khan, the 
Sons of the late Meer Roosturu Khan, to his Eireellency the Governor of Scinde. 

After compliments. 
I! is the custom of the great and brave to think of and feel for those who haYe fallen 

from hi�h estate, and upon whom there is oppression. The Almighty approves of this. In 
sympathy for us, your Excellency inquires of l\feer Al i  Morad Khan as to our state and 
condition. May God reward you for this. But our  circumstances are in  this wise. Moor 
Ali M orad is ful ly aware of our numbers, of the members of our families, of our people, and 
our necessary expenses. Yet, notwithstanding this, he has stated to you that we receive 
yearly 21 ,000 rupees, which would not be more than sufficient for 01:1e of us, and yet we 
take our oaths to God that for no one vear have we received much more than one-four1h of 
that sum, and this will be seen by you from the accompanying memorandum (as given 
beluw). Moreover, from the time of our coming to l ive under Meer A li M oritd, a period of 
three years, during that whole t ime we have not, up  to the present time, received so much 
( 2 1 ,000 rupees) from him, neither have we any hope or expectation of receiving at the rate 
he has stated for the future. On this account  we are in bQpes that the British Sir0Qr will, 
:n it� kindness, take annually from Meer Ali Morad 1he sum named by him (2 1 ,000 rupees), 
and pay us that amount, and we will sit down and remain in such part of the Bri tish terri
tory as may be p,1inted out t o  us. Thus we shall be rdieved fro1 1 1  t he oppression 1 1 11w upon 
us by night and day, to such an extent that we cannot write it, and we will  pray for the 
Brinsb. If the Sirkar should wish to take our security, notwithstauding we are so weak. 
that we  cou ld not turn an insect, yet we w il l  give as our security men i n  whom confidence 
can be placed. M ost certainly the Sircar must look with kinduesi upon our wn·tched state, 
and consider our hands as upon the skirt of its garment. 

(s ignt:d) Mt:er Allee Ukbar Khan. 
Meer Aile Murdan Khan. 
M eer Sheer Mabomed Khan. 
Meer Goolam M ahomed Khao. 
Meer Dost Mabomed Khan. 

TRAISIILATION of Petition of Meer M ahomed Allee, :\leer Allee Mabomed Khan. Meer 
Wull ie Mahomed Khan, the Sons of the late M eer M ooharuk Khan ; and of Meer Allee 
M uddut Khan, Meer A llee Ahmed Khan, the Sons of Meer Nusseer Khan ; also of Meer 
Altee Buhh Khan, Men Ameer Buk�h Khan, the Sons of  the late Meer Fuzzle 
M ahomed Khan, to his Excellency the Governor of Scin,;e. 

After compliments. 
P ERMIT us to represe 1 1 t  to JOU, that when our uncle, Meer Roostum Khan, fled , at the 

i n •tigation of Meer Ali Morad, our brotht>r, Meer Nuasee r  Kban, accompanied him, and 
we, with great fear and trembling, leaving 1111 our property in our houses, ran nway to thll 
Desert, where we recei,·ed message from Mt.er Ali Mo1 ad tell i ng  us lo fly fur1her, or we 
should be mad e  prisoner�, and, on what he �aid, wa went to M ooltan . H ere we " ished to 
make our salaum to the British, through 1he medium of Bohawull Khan ; l>ut a constant 
�uccession of messenger» came to us from Meer Alt Morad, t right�uiog u,, and saying that 
\\ e should by no means approach t he British through Bohawull  Khan, and not  to make 
fri�ndsli i p  with him, as, if we d id, we &bou ld be made priiJa11ns. To give our hearts con-
fidence, he (Ali Morad) sent us word, �avin!l be was our near  relation, a,nd thar  he gave us 
adYice by which we should l>e benefited." Unacq11ainted wi th the ways of the British, and 
ignorant of t he artifices in the heart of Meer Ah Morad Khan, we did not come in and 
submit to the Sircar. After this, �It-er Ali Morad Khan sent us word desiring tts to keep 
011 r  !\piri 11 up, to come to him, and that he would make arrangement:g for us wil.h the Si rear. 
On hearing tk;s, W1! made certain that tbe portions. of tt-rr1tory which formerly belo1 1ged to 
our futher, and which had not b(•en taken p 1sse�11ion of, nor gi veu i11 exchange hv the 
Sircar, but which were held hy Met>r Ali M orad Khan, would enher be. restored 1 0  us by 
him wil l ingly, or that he would he made to <lo so by the British, and we, with al l our fami
hes, came tu him. We expected tu make our salaum to the Sircar through him,  hoping 
that some arrangenwnt would be made for us ; but M eer A li Mur,,d told us 10 he ,1u�t, 
asking what arrangements we expected IU  make with the Briti sh. Tha.t we should be sent 
to  Calcutta :as prtt1one1 s. On hl"ariug t his we beca111e sorrowful, saying, in ()Il l" b.f>ar'8, Ola 
God, what fault  have we co1J1 mitted that we are amenuule l o  such punishmeut. I n  short, 
bt· iu/! help :ess, we are passiug om· days in great d i stres; ; so much so, that the sun is i11 
the plact-' of our bread, and i11 lieu of mea1 there is blood. The lancet of oppre�s iun falls 
daily from Meer Ali M orad upon tht' vt:ins of our live� to such an extent th ctt we can�ot 
keep body and sou l togt>1her. It has always been the custom :-f th<! Br itish to look with 
the eye of kindness upon the poor and humble, amJ 1t 1s the wiRh of the &arne t , ,  pr�l.eCt 
1 he honour of the wdl-bom. The Sircar does not pun1,h those who are gui lt le;;s of cn�e, 
ind• ed, i t  pro1 ects and preservt·s the h1 1nour of the families of t hose who come und�r its 
d isplt asure. I t does not al low them to lose their bououf ; f, 11· instance, tht:re are the faru 1• 

lies ufthe Meers of Hydrabad� But perhaps the Sircar is not aware of the cruelty �e _are 
s uffering. 
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suffering, and,  if  our state is known, it  is  our misfortune. Had we committed any f.tul t  
�ainst lht> Sircer, of course, for very shHme, we should ha� been hopelese of receiving 
kmdness ; but we were c u iltless of any fault, and we cannot understand why we should not 
be looked kindly upon by the Sircar. 

We have heard from some that the lands " hich were formt·rly ou1· father's, and which 
have neither been taken by tht> Sircar, nor given in exchange (for other lands) to Meer Al ,  
Morad, that these were intended for the sub:e.istence of the family of Meer Moobarok, but 
Meer Ali Morad has not p.-i,·en us the tenth part of them, consuming the whole himE-elf ; pos
sibly this i s  nat known to t he Sircar, if it was we should not remain i n  this d istress. We hold 
in our pONt'88ions the papers of our father's share of' territory, be,, ring the seals of l.\her 
Sohrab Khan, nncJ of  M eer Rooi.tum. Amongst these are Meerpoor Mahree, in  the pur
gonna Mattehla ; Kundra, in the purgunna of Kyrpoor ; Koteeru , in the pur�unna of 
KoheerR, and No Kalsa ; thei;e are all in the hands of .l\>lter Ali Morad. The follow:ng 
arE.> in the hantk of the British ; Uotchee, Ahdilpcor, the vil lege of Jettooee, thoi;e , f 
Syndpoor (of which Syud are the Zemendars), and some lands which we bought of Affghans, 
in the Shicarpoor countr,· ,  are also held by the British, because i t  is not known to 1 hem 
that the�e were purchased by us ; i n  short, 1here is no land in the hands of the family of 
the late Meer· Moobaruk by which they can subsiat themselves ; and other p�rcliued land 
baa been re11toretl by the Sircar to its owners. A few village-1 which Meer Nussel:'r Khan 
gave to his family have not as yet h<'en received in excl;a11ge by the British, as they arc 
ignorant on tht' subject ; and Meer A li Morad enjoys them, and he constantly seeing our 

wretched state never gives us anything from them ; we pass our time with much diflit·ulty, 
Meer Ali M orad never giv ing us a thought. 

When we fteJ to the Desert we left in Khrrpuor much property, weapon�, and cloth�, a l l  
of  which were loo1 t•d by Meer Ali Morad. Up to this time we have been in expectatio1:s 
that when thtl Sircar should inquire about u11, this would be restoret! to ua, and WE sti ll have 
that hope ; we also hope that the Sircar wi l l  seize our hands, now in the ocean of oppres
sion, and drag .us out on the baDk of justice : that it will look upon our condition and that 
of our families and children with the eye of ki ndness, for sympathy first falls upon womrn 
and children ; also that the Sircar will give a thought for our subsistence, and that such 
country ait may be bestowed apon us be given with the Britieh eeal ; for if the Si rear givt'& 
01 nothing, we eball certainly perish, whP.n the women of the families ,of Meer Roo1111 ni 
and Meer Moobaruk will be ruined, nnd thus ebame will come upon the Sircar. We 
number 80 eoula in the family of Meer Moobaruk, �nd with followera and all, we are 1,000. 
We do not reoei\·e from Meer Ali Moorad fOvd sufficient lor one of us ; oppression ofvarioue 
kinds at his hands is always upon us, beyond what we can describe. I f  any of our people 
lJO into t.he jungle to gather firewood, they are seized, put in the stocks, and fined uy bis 
aervants ; he con�tuntly makes ua a target for his arrou of indignity, . suying we are like. 
the Bungys, who carry dead bog, and t11at if he were not security for us we should go to 
our brothers. By the oath of God, to hear such language from bitu , it would be preferable 
to be in a British gaol . 

We have not sufficient strength to be equal to Meer Ali Mo1ad's Shikarries (Bun1ns), 
therefore why &hould the Sircar take his security for such reducecl people ? If it is rtal ly 
necessary for the Sircar to have aecu1·ity for us, allow us and our families to reside in the 
British territory, and we will then furnish as our security men of weight, and we will abide 
where the Sircar may choose to place os, praying to God for the British. 

(Translatiou.) 

Khyrpore, 8 April 1817. 
(signed) G. G. Malet, Captain. 

ReaideRt. 

L11T of the Family and Sona of Meer Rooatum Khan, late of Khyrpore. 

Meer Alee Uk.bar Khan. nine sons, six wives, servants and foUo,vers • 

Meer Alee Murdban, one son, one wift-, ·se"anls and followers 
Meer Shir Mahomed Khan, oae wife, SP.rvants, &.c. 
Meer Goolmn Mabomed Khan, et-rvanta, &c. 

- 8'00 
- 260 

- 160 

- 200 

Meer Dost Muhomed Khan, one wife, his mother, a widow of the late Meer 
Jtoostam Kbao, se"anta, &.c. - • • 150 

One widow of Mter Roostum Khan, servants 

Total S.ls • 

73. )[ 2 

80 

1,166 

M BIIOBANDUII 
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MsMoU.NDUM of Revenue �ceiTed by the Sons, Ste. of the late Meer Roostum, during 
the last. Year, Fu1&le 1267. 

Rubbe and Khurreef 
Deduct :  

Taken by the servants of M eer Ali Morad Khan -

Total Revenue - - - Rs. 
Khyrpore, 3 A pril 1847. 

(Translation.) 
(signed) G. G. Maki, Captain, 

Resident. 

Ruptu. 
6,266 1 1  6 

302 14  -

6,963 13 6 

TRANSLATION of a Memorandum given at Hydrabad, in February 1847, by his Highne11 
Meer Ali Morad Khan, showing what his Highnes<J_ states he allows yearly to the Sons 
and Families of the late Meer Roostum Khan and Bejar Khan. 

Mebralipoor, between the whole ; yearly produce -
M izapoor, lo Meer Alee Ukbar alone, yearly produce 
Chullah - - - - ditto - - - - ditto 
Thameer Debra, to Meer Alee M urdan alone - - - - -
Surkaree, 1 ,300 ; Kahra, 600 ; between Meer Shir Mahomed and Meer 

Goolam Muhomed 
Himmon, 1,000 ; Touhr M ungria, 600 ; to Meer Dost Mahomed -

Rupeu. 
8,000 
3,000 

600 
6,000 

1,900 
1,600 

TOTAL - - - Rs. , 21,000 

Thus the sons of Meer Roostum Khan receive in jaggbire yearly to the amount of21,080 
rupees. H is Excellency the Governor suggests that l should give them as much as the 
families of the Meers of Hydrahad receive. But the country of the British is very great ; 
they can give Jacks to whom they please ; my territory is smal l, and I am not able to bestow 
upon people in a manner similar to the British. It is not oece&Sary for me to say anything 
more, his Excellency knowing all, 

BegAr Khan and bis people have Gama Bahgut, the annual amount of the prodaee of 
which is 4,000 rupees, besides which he receives daily subsistence. 

Khyrpoor, 3 April 1847, I_J 
(Translation.) 

('rhe Seal of His Highness 
Meer Ali Morad Khan.) 

(signed) G. G. Malet, Captain, · Reaident. 

. 1 .  His H ighness Meer Ali Morad has been the faithful ally of the British, when the 
whole of hi, fami!y, by their misconduct, subjected themselves to the punishment which 
befell them. 

2. They fled from their country when their army was defeated, and Scinde conquered by 
the British. 

3. They returned unJer the protection and guarantee of his Highness, and at then own 
request to me through his Highness. 

4. If t hey are not content with the way in which his Highness behaves to them, I am 
sorry for it, but l neither can nor will i nterfere. Tliey may leave h is territory i ftbey plellSc. 
The petitioners of the family of Mf>er Roostum were the men who produced t he war by their 
misconduct and hostili 1y to the British. They were more guilty than any oLher�, and hue 
no claims upon the British. They arc the subjects of his Highness whi le they choose to 
dwt'll under hiR protection ; and the Britith Government has no right to interfere between 
his Highness the Rais and his subjects, especially those of his own family, and for whose 
conduct he is responsible. 

6. If the me111be1·s of Meer R�stum's f'amily choose 1o_inemorialise the Supreme Oc.>\'e!"· 
ment to ue sent to Calcutta, I will forward their memorial to that effect ; the same bemg 
sent through h i s  Highness. 

o. I wi l l  1 1ot, on nny account, receive commumcatiops from the subjects or  his Highne_s,, nou e�pecia l ly from thost: for whose good conduct bi11 Highness is pledged to the British 
. . Government, 
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-.Government, except through his Highness's agency; should nny such be sent to the Resi
dent, he will be ao good a, to return them, with the above explanation. 

7, The petition of the family of Meer Roostum is in most of its assertions wrong. It is 
not 10 have common sense to assert that the petitioners had committed no offence again,t 
the British Governmen1, for their offences reduced them to their presmt stale of dependence 
-OD their relation and chief, the Rais. 

8. With re�rd. to Bejar K�an,. I ':lu�ht to have �anged him; I_ spared his life at the 
entreaty of his Highness, and if bts H1ghneas allows 1nm food and ra1men'7 the robber chief 
bas no grounds for complaint. All that concerns me is, that his Highness does not let him 
-escape into the hills, from whence he would again ravage our frontier with greater barbarity 
than ever. 

10 April 1847. 
(signed) 

(True copy.) 

C. Napitf', Lieut.-GeneraJ, 
Governor. 

(signed) E. J. Brmon, 
Stueta,y, Scinde Governm�nt. 

No. a. 
(No. 5,116 of 1848.) 

From .A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
l AK directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 25th ultimo, 

No. 3,182, fbrwarding copy of a memorandum recorded by Sir C. Nnpier, when 
·Governor of Sciude, containing his opinion in regard to the claims of the rela
tives of the ex-Ameers to the interference of the British Government on their 
behalf with his Highness Ali Moorad Khan of Khyrpore. 

2. In reply, I am desired by the Right honourable the Governor in Council 
to inform you, that fully recognising the propriety of your bringing to the 
notice of Government the opinion of the late Governor of Scinde, his Lordship 
in Council wishes that in this, and in all future Teferences, you would favour 
-Oovemmeot with your own opinion on the subject referred for your report. 

I have, &c. 
(Rigned) .A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle, 8 �ember 1848. Chief Secretary. 

No. 4, 
(No. 3,504 of 1849.) 

From .A. Mal.et, Esq., Chief Secretary tp Government, Bombay, to 
R. K.· Pri11gle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
1 AK directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to draw 

your attention to my letter, dated the 14th September last, No. 328, forwarding 
for your report representations from Meer Mahomed Hussein Khan, Meer Ali 
'Murdan Khan, and Meer Mahomed Ali Khan, complaining of alleged oppres
sion and tyranny on the part of his Highness Meer Ali Mooracl of Khyrpoor, 
and to request that you will submit your reply th£'reto with the least possihle 
-delay. 

l have, &c. 
Bombay Castle, 16 August 1849. (signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 5, 

(No. 1,709.-P-01itical Department.) 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourable Viscount Falkland, 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay� 

My Lord, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's 

letter, No. 3,606, dated the 16th ultimo, calling for an early report on the repre-
i3• M 3 sentations 
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sentations from Meer Mahomed Hussein Khan, Meer Ali Murdan Khan. and 
Meer Mahomed Ali Khan, transmitted with his letter, No. 328, dated the· 28tli 
September last. 

2. The case of Meer Mahomed Hussein Khan has been disposed of in the 
letter from the Secretary to the Government of India with the Most Noble the 
Governor-general, No. 86, dated the 30th December last. 

8. I made full inquiries into the case of the other two :Meers, when I was at 
Khyrpore in February last; and I was led to believe that they had substantial, 
grounds of complaint against his Highness .\leer Ali Morad, but I deferred 
bringing the subject under the consideration of your Lordship in Council, until 
I should be in possession of certain information relative to the appropriation of 
the territories of the late Meer Roostum and Meer Mobarick, which would 
enable me to point out the manner in which I consider a future provision mi�·ht 
be best made for their sons, of who:n are the two Meers now referred to. Th is 
information not being procurable in a complete state from the records of the late 
Scinde government, I applied to his Excellency Sir Charles Napier for it, who 
was good enough to promise he would furnish me with it ftS soon as lie should 
receive papers which were not then by him, but which he bad sent for. 

4. Should your Lordship in Council desire it, I can report on the subject at 
once, but I would prefer waiting for the receipt of the information alluded to, 
which would admit of my doing it in a more satisfactory mann�r. In the 
meantime, I personally requested the political authorities iu Upper Sdade to 
extend thdr protection indirectly to the miner Ameers in such a manner as 
might, as far as possible, ameliorate their condition without excitiag &he jealousy 
of his Highness Meer Ali Moora<l. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle 

Kurrachee, 1 September 1849. Commissioner in Scinde. 

No. 6. 
(No. 3,841 of I 849.) 

From A. Ma'let, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governur in Council to acknow

ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the tst instant, No. 1,709, relative to the 
complaints of Meer Mahomed Hussein Khan, Meer Ali Mundan Khan, '8.nd 
Meer Mahomed Ali Khan, of alleged oppression and tyranny on··the part of ·his 
Highness Meer Ali Moara.d, of Kbyrpoor. 

2. In reply I am desired to observe, that although, as stated in the second 
paragraph of your letter, the case of Meer Mabomed Hussein has been disposed 
of in the letter �o. 86 from the Secretary to the Govern�nt of India with the 
Most Noble the Governor-generdl, dated the 30th December 1848, this Govern
ment is not informed whether this person has taken advantage of the permission 
granted to him to reside at Bhawulpoor, and has actual\y quitted the territories 
of Meer Ali Moorad. I am instructed to request that you will be pleased to 
supply this required information, and at the same time state, for the information 
of Government, whether the relaiives of Meer Mllhomed Hoossein, who are 
stated in the petition to be exposed to the ty� of Meer Ali Moond, are still 
suffering therefrom. 

3. The Right honourable the Governor in Council does not perceive any 
necessity for the postponement of your report on the case of the other two 
Meers until you are able to suggest the manner in which they can be pecu
niarily provided for. 'the object of Government is lo rescue these persons from 
pr815ent oppression ; and the attainment of that object is unconnected with, -and 
ought not to be delayed by considerations .as to the iacome which they should 
in future enjoy, or the sources from which it shall be derived. 

4. His Lo'J'dship in Council understands from your letter that you have applied 
directly to his Excellency Lieutenant-general Sir Charles Napier for information · 

relative-
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relative to the terri tories of the late Meer Roostum and Meer Mobarick , and 
desires me to observe that y our appli cati on should have been mad e through this 
Government. 

Bombay Castle, 
13 September 1849. 

No. 7. 

I have, &c. 
( si gned) .d, Jlald, 

Chief Secretary. 

N o. 1 ,906 of 1 849.-PoJ itical Departm ent. 

Prom the Commi ssioner i n  Scind e  to the Right hon. Viscount Falkland, Governor 
and  Presid ent i n  Coun cil ,  'Bom bay. 

My Lord , 
I BAVB the honour to ack nowled ge the receipt, on the 28th ul timo, of M r. 

Chi ef Secretary Malet' s l etter, No. 3,841, dated the 13th idem ,  and , in confor
mity w i th the instructions conv eyed  in i t, proceed at on ce to report on the C88e 
of the min or Ameers of Khy rpoor therein  referred to. 

2. Meer Mahom ed Hussein was never, as y our Lordshi p seems t o  suppose, i n  
the t erri tories of M eer Ali M oorad : he quitted Sci nde  on our occupati on of 
that province i n  1843, and has ever si nce been a fugiti ve. I bel i eve he i s  at 
present resid ing at Bhawulpore ; but on this point I cannot speak with cer .. 
tain ty, as I have not yet received a reply t o  a communi cati on I directed to be  
made to him on the ad ulti mo, conveying the final orders of the Most Noble the 
Governor-general i n  his case. 

3. As respects Mahomed Hussein' s  rela tives now at Khyrpoor, that is, the 
d escendants of his father the late Meer Roostum, i ncludin g M eer Ali Murdan, 
one of �he other two peti tioners to your Lordship, and the descendants of hi s 
uncle the late l\J eer l\f obari ck, i ncluding M ee r  Mahom ed Ali ,  the other of the 
two, as well as the minor Ameers generally residing at  Khyrpoor under the 
guarantee of his Highness Meer Ali M oorad , I beg t o  en cl ose, for th e informa
ti on of y our Lordshi p i n  Coun cil ,  copy of a correspondence, as noted in the 
margin ,  which I had with the late Resident at Khyrpoor regarding  them. On 
,my visi t to  Khyrpoor J had also frequent and full personal communicati ons with 
Ca ptain Forbes on the subj ect of the treatment of these Ameers, and end eavoured 
as fa r  as possibl e to ascertain i ts real characte1·, wi thout exasperati n g  th e 
unfri endly feelings wh i ch existed l>etw een some of them and his Highness l\l eer 
Ali Moorad. 

4. The result of my inqui ri es was confirmatory of the opini ons ex pressed by 
Captain Forbes, and led to  t he concluaion t hat the t reatment whicb the m em� 
.hers of t he famil ies of his brothers, t he late Meer Roostum and Mobarick , 
-receh·ed from his Highness Meer Ali l\loorad , was far from kind and liberal, 
.and that the only means of effectually  ameliorating their condition would be to 
J'em o\' e them from under hi s prot ecti on al togethe r. I did not com1id er i t  
expedient to inquire minutely into the d etail s  of their gri evances, as thi s could 
not be  d one without further embroiling them with his Highness ; but lha 
general im pression, from all I heard and saw, was to the above effect. 

6 .  Captaiu F01·bes bears testimony to t he peaceabl e conduct of these Ameers 
sin ce they hav e  been resid ing under the guarantee of Meer Ali Moorad ; and 
with advcrtence to t.he opi n i on forme d  by him, after good opportuniti es for 
observati on s, I see n o  reason to apprehend any risk to the peace of the coun try 
from th ei r  bei ng u ow wi thd rawn from his Highness's gua rantee, and settled i n  
British Scinde u nd er the surveillance  of the local authori ti es ; while the gt•neral 
character of th e tre·atm ent t hey experi ence from his Hi ghness , and the unce r
tainty of the provisi on for th ei r main tenan ce under him ,  would seem to justify 
the ad opti on of th i s  course. 

6.  Captai n Forbes is of opin ion that an annual incom e of 20,000 Com pan y' s  
rupees, either in jagheer or m oney, would afford a sufficient maintenance for 
each of these famil ies ; and ,, i th reference to their numbers and positi on ,  and 
the assignments whi ch have already beeu profe ssedly made to  th em, as also to 

73. H 4 the 
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the all owances granted to  the H ydrabad Ameers, th i s  appears to me a suitable· 
provisi on. If it be conceded, I would recommend that they should  be permitted 
to reside i n  the vici nity of Hydrabad, under th e surveillance of th e Collector of 
that district, and that the all owanceil, if i n  jagh eer, shoul d  be i n  oar territory 
or i f  i n  m oney, whi ch I am disposed t o  c onsider the more advisable  form, should  
be paid through our Government. 

7. I agree wi th Captain Forbes, that the charge of the provision for the 
members of M eer Roostum's famil y  sh oul d  be borne by his Highnetis Meer Ali 
Moorad, because, as obser,·ed by Captai n Forbes. he is now i n  possessi on  of 
Meer Roostum's territ ories , and als o  because the cession of the Turban and his  
patrim onial l ands by M eer Roostum, in vi rtue of  w hi ch Meer Al i  M oorad's title 
t o  thei r possessi on was recognized by us, appears to h ave been m ade under a 
reciprocal obl igati on  on the part of M eer Ali Moorad, to provide for the m ain• 
tenance of Meer Roostum. 

8. I als o  concur with Capt ain Forbes in  thinking that the charge of providing 
for the family  of M eer M obari ck should  be defrayed by our Government, because 
we h ol d  the territ ories of that Ameer by conquest. But if the confirmati on  of 
the posse:-.sion of the terri tory no1th of Roree has not al ready been promised 
uncondi ti onally by Sir Charles N apier t o  Mea- Ale e  Moorad, I am of opini oll 
that as any cess i on in that quarter would he m atter of favour, and not of r ight, 
it may not unreasonably be charged w i th the conditi on of providing for the 
family o f  his brother, M eer Moobaruck, the uncertainty of  whose  mai ntenance 
and illiberalitv of wJ10sl! treatm ent u nder him forces us to interfere i n  their 
behalf. 

" 

9. The measures I have recomm ended m ight be carried into effect as soon as 
they are appro\'ed of, and w h en the princi pl e o n  which the charge on account 
of th e provisi ons should  be a pporti on ed had been determined, thei r adjustment 
accordi ng to i t  might be effected in  the final sett l em ent of our territorial and 
pecuniary relations with his Highness Meer Al i Moorad. 

1 0. In the 8th and fol l ow i ng paragraphs of his letter, No. 8, <lated the· 
2 d  February last, Captai n  Forbes als o  alludes t o  the case o f  M eersMahomed 
Khan and Ghoolam Moostuffa, tht:: sons of Meer Ali M orad's second brother, 
M eer G oolam Hyder. These Amecrs have been dispossessed o f  thei r jagheers,. 
and are harshl y treated by Meer Al i Moorad. His Hi ghness affi rms  that the 
j agheers of the former were confiscated by S ir  Charles Napier, in consequence 
of h i s  failure t o  accompany him i n  the Trukkee campaign ; and the l atter
appears never t1J have regained his jagheers since ou r occupation of the country. 
I am of opi nion that unl ess the j agheers of Meer Mahom ed were reall y  con
fiscated on sufficient grounds by Sir Charles Napi er, and unless his Excell ency 
is aware of any good reason for the confiscation of those  of Meer Goolam 
Mostuffa, they should be restored u nder the guarantee of our Government. 

1 1 .  Captain Forbes has s tated that the above a re the only  m inor  Am eers who 
are dissat isfied with their posi ti on  under Meer Ali Moorad, and this is  con
sistent with my own knowledge, except as regards his brother !\leer Chakur 
Khan and his family, wh o have complained to m e  of th e treatment th ey recei ve 
from his Highnesa, and probably not without reason, although there mav be 
faul ts on both sides ; but the will of M eer S ohrab, whi ch forms th e basis of our 
pol icy in Upper Scinde, not recognizi ng auy i ndependent rights i n  l\Ieer 
Chaku r, he can only be considered as the subj ect of the holder of th e Turban,. 
Meer Al i  M oorad, and as such we cannot w ith propri ety i nterfere between him 
and h i8 rais or s overei!,!n, otherwise than by m utual fri endly advice, which has 
already b een given ; and i f  .Meer Chakur still continues dissatisfied, I am of 
opi nion that his only res ource is to remove to our territory, where there woul d  
be no obj ect ion to offering him an asylum ; but i n  that case  he w ould have no 
clai m  ei ther on  our Government or on his Highness Meer Ali  Moor11d for a 
maintenance. 

12. Wi th reference to  the concluding paragraph of Mr. Malet's l etter under 
acknowl edgm ent, I beg to explain that my comm unication w i th Si r Charles 
Napier therein adverted to, was i n  a private, n ot an official form. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Kurrachee, a October is,9. Commissioner in Sc inde. 
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(No. 3,394 of 1848.--Secret Department.) 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to Captain J. Forbes, Resident at Khyrpoor. 

Sir, 
IN continuation of the subject of my letters, Noa. 3,191 and 3,192, dated I.he !7th ultimo, 

I have the honour to transmit for your opinion and report, copy of the substance of a 
petilion from M eer Mahomed Ali Khan and Ali Mabomed Khan, sons of Meer Mobaruk 
Khan Talpoor, to the Right honourable the Governor of Bombay in Council .  

2. With referenre to these and similar petitions which have from time to time been pre
sented by theae and other of  the ex-Ameera and their relatives to the authorities in Cal
cutta, Bombay, and this Province, I request you will have the goodness, after in�Lituting 
any inquiries that may be necessary, and giving the suuject your mature considera 1ion, to 
favour me with your report and opinion on the following pomts, irrespective of any deci
sions which may have hitheno been come to upon them. 1st. Who of the ex or minor 
Ameers and their relatives are at present living under the protection and guarantee of his 
Hio-hness Meer Ali Moorad ? 2d. What is the position of these individuals as respects 
their original relation and conduct towards the Brit ish Government, and bow far does it 
give or deprive them of claims to our favourable consideration ? · 3d. How far would it 
now be advantageous to the interests or character of the British Government to e.xtend to 
all or any of these iudividuals fa\'ourable consideration, without reference to their original 
relation and conduct towards it ? 4th. What is the nature and character of the treatment 
they receive from his Highness Meer Ali Moorad 7 6th. lf that treatment be harsh, and if 
the original claims of the individual11, or the modification which time and circumstances may 
have etfec1ed in their position, would make it advantageous to the interests and character 
of the British Government to ameliorate their con9ition, is the time now arrived when 
they might with saletI be withdrawn from his Highuess's guarantee, and provided with a 
settlement in Brifo,h Scinde 1 6th. If this be the case, in what locality and under what 
surveillance or restrictions would it be advisable to place them, whnt assignments in land 
or money would be auitable for their maintenance, what would be the annual aggregate 
charge on thia account, and to what party should it be debited, to the British Government 
or ,to his Highness Meer Ali Moorad 1 

3. In requesting the favour of full information on the above points, I need hardly im
press on you the necessity of secrecy and caution in any inquiries which you may find it 
necessary to make with a view to it, and the careful nvoidance of anything which may 
tend to excite distrust on the part of bis Highness Meer Ali Moored, or unreasonable 
expectations on that of his relatives. 

4. I hope in the course of my present tour to visit Khyrpoor, when I shall have an 
opportqnity of obtaining from you such personal explanations as may be requisite for the 
full consideration of this subject ; but it will facilitate its disposal if I am, in the mean
time, favoured with your report in writing, on the points above adverted to, and any others 
which may contribute to its elucidation ; and I should feel obliged by your including in 
your report the case of auy other 1 , f  the ex-Ameers' relatives, who altho_ugh not at present 
living under the pro1 ec1iou and guarantee of his Highness Meer Ali Mourad, may have 
similar claims to our consideration with those who are so situated. 

I have, Ste, 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

CommistSioner in Scinde. 
Camp, Oonerpoor, 20 December 1848. 

(No. 1 of 1849.) 
From the Resident, Khyrpoor, to the Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
As called for in your letter, No. 3,394, of the 20th ultimo, I have herewith the honour to 

forward a list of the minor Ameers of K.byrpoor, with, as near as I have been able to 
ascertain the same, a statement of the revenue they derive from the jaghires as11igned 
them by his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan. 

2. The case of the first on the list, the family of the late ex-Ameer Rustom, l have ever 
considered as deserving, from the British Government, of far more consideration than it 
appears hitherto to have met with, whether in regard to the long standing friendship  which 
exi.sted between it and the late head of that family, or to the extent of blame which ought 
to be a ttached to their ind iviclual share in the events of 1 842-43, which ended in the exile 
of that Ameer, and in their pr«:l'ent state of dependence and want ; and 1hat their case 
should receive such considnation I um the more anxious, us I feel that the dt·cision 
Government must come to on it, viz., to ameliorate their condition, would be 01 ie highly 
advantageous to its character; 

3 .  M eer Ali Ukbar, Meer Rm,tom's second son, was the only one present in the bHttl c - of 
Meeanee. Fnm that fidd ( ;p joined h is three l rnthers, Ali M urdan, Shere Maliomu!, :n 1d 

73• N Dost 



98 PAPERS RELATING TO THE CHARGE PREFERRED 

Dost Mahomed (deceased), at Kochra, in the Khyrpore territory. In July of the same 
year (having, during tbe i 1•terval, never left. .the Khytpot'e ltate), they, with the permission 
of his Highness Meer Ali Moorad Khan, settled at Merahwah, where they continued quietly 
to reside until the 14th May following, when thtiy were, by order .of bis Excellency the 
Governor of Scinde (Appendix (A .), removed prisoners to Khyrpoor. 

4. The -above order followed th� ttceitft by his Excellency of a petition (Appendi'X (B.) 
from the ·four Ameers in question, and by which ·petition ·his Excellency appeaTS first to 
have learned that petitioners were residing in the K tiyrpore territoi:y. 

6. That petitioners were not made prisoners .for any attempt at disturbing the peace of 
the country would appear from the following extract from a letta; dat.ed ,28bh May 1844, 
from his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan to his Ellcelleney Sir C. Napier, but solely 
because his Highness's protection of them waa,n,4,aotlamaed. (AppeDdix (C.) and (D.) 

" Meer Ali Ukbar, Meer Ali Murdan, and the other sons of Meer Roostum Khan (with 
the exception of Mahomed Hoosein), since the b 'l.ttle of Meeanee, have behand obediently 
to the British Government and to me. Seeing this, I permitted them to remain a t  Mehse.
poor, and I gave encouragement ; now your Excellency's order has reached Captain Malet, 
and this officer directed me to seize Meer Ali  Uk bar, &c. &c. ; and according to this, I sent 
some horsemen for the purpose. There were many Belooches about them, but these 
showed no sign of opposition or resistance, and the Meers were brought safely into 
Khyrpore. 

" I am certain these four Ameere will never cause disturbaeee, or be unfriendty t.owards 
your Government." 

6. Their conduct 11ubsequent to their release, in September or October of the same yera, 
has been as exemplary as it was previous to their imprisonment. Such behaviour dn their 
part as subject@, fur a period of nearly six rears, alone ·gives them, in my opinion, no sligiit 
claim to the favourable consideration of their case by the British GCJVemment, even had 
their aots as princes been far more hostile than they ever were. 

7. I have not the least doubt but that they might with perfect sa:fety, and certainly with 
great advantage to themselves, be now withdrawn from his Highness', guarantee, • and 
provided with a settlement in British Scinde, as their peaceable behaviour hithecto is not 
in any way to be attributed to that guarantee, but to their own oooviotion of .the atter 
hopelessness of any a ttempt to recover their lost position, in opp0&ition to the Driuah 
Government ; for to our Government do they consider his Highness of Khyrpor,e aolely 
indebted fo1· the chiefdom, as also that we are prepared to maintain h im in it. 

8. They might he located in any part of the Hydrabad Collectorate which is not 
contiguous to tbe K hyrpore state, as if the latter, from the reeling that exists between his 
Highness of Khyrpore und them, constant bick.erings would arise. 

9. I should consider not less than 20,000 Compan,Y' s rupees a year a sufficient assign
ment for them, and to the Khyrpoor state should decidedly be deoited the charge, for the 
following reasons amongst others : 

The whole of the lands they themselves received in jaghire from the late ex-Ameer 
Rustom are now in possession of his Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan. 

There is little doubt but that his Highness asmred Sir Charles Na�r, .in an interview 
he had with him at Hydrabad, that he allowed this family the above sum, and that he 
would continue to do so. 

1 0. I should not comider i t  necessary to place them under any other surveillance than 
that under which all jaghiredars in Bri tish Scinde are at present. 

1 1 .  Regarding the others on the list 1 shall ad<lress you in -continuation of thi:i Teport 
without delay. 

.I ha:ve, &.c. 

Khyrpore, 10 Jasuary 1849. 
(signed) J. For/Ju, ResideaL 
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Lis,: of the Ex-Meers residing at Khyrpore, and for whom bis Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan is security. 

a ,  Sons : 
s Meer Ali Ukbar • 

Meer Ali Murdan ril � Meer Shere M ahomed 
Meer Ghoolam Mahomecl -

Grandsons : I 
M 
Iii Sons of Meer Ali Ukbar: 
! Meer Goolam Shah -... 
� Meer Ali Gober -

Meer Nudr Ali -.. ... Meer Sora Ali -0 • Meer Hyder Ali 
Meer Sootuf Ali -• 

'ti Meer Goolam Ali 
Meer A.dool Kadu, ·-

0 Meer Alla Dettah 

Son of Meer Ali Murdan : • 
� '  Meer Mozaffur Ali -

,.; Sons : 'ti 

; Meer Mahomed Ali • 
G 

� Meer Ali MahomcJd -
� MeerWaUi Mahomed 
a .r: 

111 Grandsons: 
,)d Sons of Meer N usseer Khan Poonah : 0 
·;:: Meer Ali Muddud t 
� Meer Ahmed Ali 
� Son of Meer Ali Mahomed : ... 
0 

Meer Ali Hyder -• 
C 

Son of Meer W ulli Mahomed : 'd s: 
f 118M' Moebarick Kha 0 
'd 
i: Sons of Meer Puzzle Khan ( deeeaeed): : 
! Meer Ali Buxsh • 
l \ ' Meer Ameen BllXlh . 

Meer Moreed Bvder • 
Meer Goolam Shah 

Grandson, Son of Heer Ma
homed Khan : 

Meer Alla Didala -

Meer Zeehangheer Khan • 

Meer Chakur Khan • 

73 

.lGB. TlillLY I)(COJP, 

48 
38 
28 
23 

20 
lo 
1 1  
10 From 81500 to.91500· 
9 Company's rupees at 
'I > the most; Kardars, 
6 

13 , 

I 
� 1 28 
26 

12 
8 

9 

'I 

20 
16 

43 

88 
28 

20 

70 

&c. &c. to be paid out 
of this. 

-

From 8,000 to ,,ooo 
Compan£:rrpees at 
most; &I'll, &c. 
&c. to be paid out of 
this. 

N 2  

BUI.UIS, 

One daughter. 

One son, Alla. Bux, a i ,eara ef 9. 

One wife. 

By a coacubiae. 
By a coneubine. 

- - Three wives ; one daughter married to 
Ale M uddud, son of Meer N 1188eer Ki.n. 
Two wives. 
Twowives. 

- - One wife. Meer Nuaeer Khan Poona 
has three wives at Khyrpoor, and one 
daughter, married to Meer Ameen Bu. 

One wife. 
One wife. 

• • One wife ; one daughter, betrothed to 
Meer T�J Mahomed, second SQD of H. H. 
Meer Ah Morad. 
Onewife. 
One wife. 

One wife. 

• - Two ·wives ; one dau�hter, married 
Ma.homed Khan, son of Meer Sooliman. 

One wife. 
(con.tinu,tl) 
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. 5 i:i ,, Sons : 
� ! Meer Nub)e Bux -
,.. f Meer Goolam Mootaga -
�; Meer Ahmed Ali 

.c 5 Grandaon, Son of Meer Goo-
� I! Jam Moothega: 
� rZ Meer Alla Bux 

Meer Mahomed • 

Sons of Meer Mahollled : 
MeerGoolam Hyder 
MeerGoolam Nubbee 
Meer Abbass Ali 
Meer Hoosaein Ali -
Meer Fnzzle Ali 
l\Jeer Bnchul Khan -
Meer Ali Bux -

Meer Ahmed Khan 

Sons of Meer Ahmed Khan : 
Meer AHa Dilta 
;\leer Alla Muildud -
Meer Goolam Hoosein 
J\leer Tutteh Khan -
Meer Bnksh Ali 
i\leer Sooltan Ali 
Meer Sootuf Ali 
Meer Dost Ali -
Meer Goolam Ali -

Meer Goolnm Mustapha 

Son of Meer Goolam Mus
tapha : 

)Jeer Goolam Ali • 

Meer Currum Khan • 

8on of Meer �ooda Bux ( de
ceased) : 

Meer Ibam Nindah • 

(No. 1 ,438 of 1844.) 

J.GB. 

29 . • 
28 
13 

3 

27 
20 
16 
18 
9 

10 
I 

YBJ.aLY 11'COX& 

One wife. 
One wife. 

Three wives . 

One wife. 
Onewife. 

RDUJlD 

Bf a CODCUbine. 

One wife. A quiet, respectable man. 

20 From 8,000 to ,,ooo One wife. 
19 Company's rupees .at 
17 1 the most ; Kardars, 
16 &c. &c. to be paid out 
13 ofthis. 
11  
9 
8 
3 

40 - One daughter. A very quiet, respectable 
man. 

6 

26 

21 

(A.) 

• • One wife ; two sisters, tbe eldest be· 
trothed to Meer Sha Newaz. H. H.:Mrer 
Ali Morad's eldest son ; to be marriellto
wards the end of this month, February. 

(signed) J. Forbtl, �ident. 

From Secretary to the Government ofScinde to Captain Malet, Resident, atc., Khyrpoor. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to forward ropy of a translation of a petition received from four so11s 

nf the Ex-Ao1eer, l{oostum Khan, and l!) request that you will keep the sul>jecl a 
secl'et until you may arrive at Khyrpoor, when you will take steps- to make prisotu.·rs 
with certainty of the four Ameers. 

I have, &.c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, 

Secretary to the Government of Scincle. 
Kumchee, 6 May 1844. 
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{B.) 

From Meer Ali Murdan, Dost Mabomed, M eer Shere Mahomed, Meer Ali Akbar, to His 
Excellency the Governor of Scinde. 

After comJ>liments. 
SINCE Meer Roostum went away with the other Ameers to Bombay, we have ouly had 

a small place called Merabwah for our support. This is not sufficient for us, and we trust 
you will reatore us the jagheers we bad in the time of Meer Roostum. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) H. S. PtU.!J, Lt, 

Persian Interpreter. 
(Troe copy.) 

(1igned) W. J. St1r,-,, 
Assistant Secretary to Government of Scinde. 

(C.) 

From the Secretary to Government of Scinde to Captain Malet, Resident at the Court of 
His Higbneu Meer Ali Moorad Khan, Sukkur. 

Sir, 
BT direction of his Excellency the Governor, I have the honour to forwa1d for your 

information, extract para. No. 6 of a letter, No. 673, of 24th ultimo, from the Secretary to 
the Government of India, which will you be good enough to communicate to his Highness 
M eer Ali Moorad Khan, explaining most clearly to him that in future his Highness will be 
held responsible for the acts of the four Ameers whom the Governor-general sanctions 
remaining in bis Higbnesi's cu1tody. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) B. J. Brown, 

Secretary to Government of Scinde. 
Kurrachee, 12 September 1844. 

Ex TRACT para. 6 from a Letter, No. 673, dated 24th August 1844, from the Secretary to 
the Govemment of India to the Secretary to Government of Scinde. 

6. A distinct communication should be made to Ali Moorad, informing him that his pro
tection of the four Ameers was not, as his Highness alleies, authorized by Sir C. Napier; 
that we hold him responsible for any misconduct of which they may be guilty, or for any 
interference, correspondence, or intrigues into which tl1ey may en ter, and that in forbearing 
to e.xact from him as our ally the tiainful duty of surrendering those members of his 
family who have been engaged in military operations against us, the Governor-general 
in Council cautions his Highness not to misunderstand this forbearam·e on our part ; that 
if his relativess who are in his custody and charge, abuse our )enity by the slightest 
act of interference, we shall consider bis Highness to be the responsib.le person, and 
not hesitate to have recourse to such coercive 01easures as may prevent the tranquillity 
-0f Scinde from being disturbed for the future. 

(True extract.) 
{signed) W. J. Surtee,, 

Aesistant Secretary, Government of Scinde. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) J. Forbu, ResidenL 

(No. 8 of I84g.) 

From the Resident, Khyrpore, to the Commissioner in ScinJe. 
Sir, 

IN continuation of my letter, No. 1 ,  of 10th ult., and with reference to the latter part of 
the 1 9th para. of it, I have the honour to forward copies of a letter f1 om 1 1 1y predecessor, 
C&ptain Malet, to the Secretary to :Scinde Government, and of the English translation of 
the memorandum and petition, from the sons of the late Meer, Rustom, referred to in it ; 
as also a copy of memorandum by the lat e Govemcr of Scinde, Sir Charles Napier, on 
receipt of and m reply to the auove. 

2. As Captain Malt·t does not exprefs any op•nion as to the correctness or otherwise of 
his Highness's memoraudum, I may add, that even if the value of the jaghires is, as stated 
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(No. 1 3  of 1 847.) 

Frem the Residect, Kayrpor� to the Secretary to Goverament of Scinde. 

Sir, 
Ac au..t. B.LY -to tbe -0rdeN of his Excellency the Go.-ernor of Sc:iode, I have .made iQqui

.ries of the family oi the late Neer RustlHD Khan, aad oi Bejar K han Doho.mkee, as .to t,be 
-.aubaiat.eace received by tbeC11 frem his HighnMs .Meer Ali .Morad K.ha.Q, havin� refeiea.ce 
to the memo. which his H�:

• gave to his ExoeUency at Hyderabad on this mbject, u.d 
. which I now f.or\Yard ,. ilh lisa tran&lation. 

BejBII' 1'.han a1&Qre11 me tbat he does not •rec.ewe half the sum stated -� his Hi�- :to 
be eUowed mm, namely, nrpeet1 4,eoo. 

I have the honour to forward a petition with English translation from ·the family of the 
late Mt>er ltustom Khan, who hope ,that this fact wiH not be made known to his Higooess 
Meer Ali Morad Khan, for they 1ell me that on a former occasion when they (Meer Ali 
-Murdhau) petitioned his Exctcllency direct, the petition was sent to Meer Ali Mor.ad, ,who 
kept him confined for six months for having done so. 

I have also the honour to forwa� a petition, w ith En&lish translation, from the sons and 
family of the .late M eer M uobarick Khan. From what i can learn the whole of the abow-e 
parties, the relatives of h is Highness Meer Ali Morad, are in very great distress, and they 
are all in such dread of him that they dare only come to me secretly by night. 

Kh_yr.pore,, 4 April li47. 
(sigaed) G. G. Mal.et, Captain, 

Resident. 

fl'&.tRBLU'lt'>'l'f of Memarand11m given at Hyderabad, in Fewoa.ry 1847, by His Highttess 
Meer Ali Merad Khan, -showing what His Highness states that he allow& yee.rly to the 
SoDs and Family of the late Meer Rutom Khan. 

Mebrabpoc,r, between all the sons ·of Meer Rustom Khan; yearly 
produce - - - - - - - -

Meergapoor, to Meer Ali Ukbar Khan a1one; yearly 
Chillah - - - - .ditto - - - . - ditto 
Shameer Dekra, to Meer Ali Murdhan ; yearly 
Surkahnee, yearly 1 ,300 ; Kapra, yearly 600; between Mera Shere 

Mahomed and Sheer Goolum M ahomed -
Stiamon, yearly 1,000 ; Oovpr 14nogria, yearly ·600 ; to Meer Dost 

Mahomed - - . - - -- - - - - • . -

.TOl'AL - - - Ju. 

Rupees. 

8,000 
3,000 

600 
0,000 

1,900 

1 ,000 

u,ooo - -

The sons of Meer Rustom Khan receive yearly jaghires to the amount of 21,000 rupen;. 
His iEJ1Celkncy the Gonmor •u�ts .to me to gi�e to them aa mu.ch aa the families ot the 
ex-Meers of Hydrabad receive ; but the country of the British is verv extensive ; they ca1 1  
give lacks to whom they wish ; my territory is small, and I am not ·a hie to give to people 
m a manner similar to the British. His -Excellency knows everything ; it is  not necessary 
for me to say anything. 

Bejar Khan and his pt>ople have gained a bahgutt, the annual amount of produce of 
which is 4,ooo, besides which ibis Sudar receives daily subsistence. 

Khyrpore, 
3 April 1647. I j 

The Seal of 
His Highness M eer Ali Morad Khan. 

(True translation.) 
(aigned) G. G. MIilet, CaptaiJl, 

Resident. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) J. Faria, lleaidmrt. 

Col'Y of Memoran4lum by His E111eellency Sir C. NtlJJier, :with 11eference to aod on 1't'Ce1pt 
of :the above. 

1, Hu Highness Meer Ali Morad has been 1be faithful ally of the British, when ti1 , 
'Wbo1e of bis family, by their misconduct, aubjected themselves to the punishment " ll lch 
befell them. 

13• N 4 2, They 
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2. They fled from their country when their army was defeated, and Scinde conquered by 
the British. 

s. They retumed under the protection and guarantee of his Highness, and at their own 
request to me, through his Highness, 

4. If they 11.re not content with the way in which his Highness behues to them, I IUQ 
sorry for it ;  but I neither can nor will interfere. They may leave his territory if they 
please. The petitioners of the f'amily of Meer Rustom were the men who produced the 
war by their misconduct and hostility to the British ; they were more guilty than any 
othen1, and have no claim u pon the Bntish. They are the subjects of his Highness while 
they choose to dwell under his protection. and the British Government has no right to 
interfere between his Highness the Rais and his subjects, especially thoee of bis own 
family, and for whose conduct be is responsible. 

6. If the members of Meer Rustom's family choose to memorialize the Supreme Govern
ment to be sent to Calcutta, I will forward their memorial to that effect ; the same being 
sent through his Highness. 

6. I will not on any account receive communication from the subj ects of his Highness, 
and especially from those for whose good conduct his Highness is pledged to the British 
Government, except through his Highness's agency. Should any such be sent to the 
Resident, he will be so good as to return them, with the above explanation. 

7. The petition of the family of Meer Rustom is in most of its assertions wrong. It is 
not to have common sense to assert that the petitioners bad committed no offence agaimt 
the British Government, for their offences reduced them to their present 1tate of dependence 
on their relative and chief, the Raia. 

8. With rerrd to BE-jar Kban, I ought to have hanged him. I spared his life at the 
entreaty of hH Highness ; and if his Highness a llows h i m  food and raiment, .tbe robber 
chief has no grounds for complaints. All that concerns me is that bis Highness does not 
let him escape into the hills, from whence he would again ravage our frontier with greater 
ba�barity than ever. 

(signed) C. J. Napwr, Lieutenant-General. 
10 April 1847. Governor. 

(True copy.) 
J. Forbe,, Resident. 

TH E Translation of a Letter from his Excellency, the Governor of Scinde, to Meer 
Mahomed Khan Talpoor, dated 6th June 1843. 

Ameer Mahomed Khan. of high rank, 
I WRJTB to you that my sincere friend, Meer Ali Moorad Khan, has promised me that 

you, of high rank, will 1trictly obey all the regulations of the English. 

For this reason your jaghires are given to you. On no account will you be inJ ured if 
you conduct yourself properly. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) E. J. Brown, 

Secretary to Scinde Government. 

(True translation.) 
(11ig11ed) J. Forbu, ReaidenL 

No. s. (No. 330 of 1 849.) 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, to 
R. K. Pri.ngle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. Sir, I AM directed to acknowledge the . receipt of your letter, No. 1 ,906, dated the 3d instant, with enclosures, reporting on the treatment experienced by the minor Ameers of Khyrpoor from his Highness Meer Ali Morad. 

With reference to the suggestion in your 6th para., that a sum of 20,000 rupees annually should be allotted for the maintenance of the families of his Highness's brothers, the late Meers Roostum and Moobaruck, I am desired by the Right hon. the Governor in Council to request that you will submit, with as little delay as possible, information as to the numbers and quality of the members of th e 
families 
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families al luded to ,  am! that you will E.tate the particulars of the t reatm ent which 
is con sidered by you a s  " far from kind and liberal." 

3. \Vith reference to you r  1 0th para., I am desired to p oint out to you the 
nece�sity for plac ing beyon d d oubt the ci rcumstance under which Meers Maho
med Khan and Goolam Mu:.ta pha were  di spossessed of their  j aghires, as well also 
as the exact nature of the t erms under which the possession of t he t er ritory north 
of th e Roree (adverted to i n  y our 8th para.) , has been promised to  his H ighness 
A]i M ourad by his Excellency Sir Charles Napier. It i s  probable that the details 
of these transactions will be found by you i n  the public records. You will be 
pleased to  report with as lit t le delay as possible, whether thi s  be the case or not , 
and subm it, if  forthcoming, th e i nformation requi red by Government. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A.  A1alt:t, 

Bombay Castle, 30 October 1 849. 
' Chi ef Secretary. 

No. 9. 
(No. 2,l i4 of 1 849.) 

From the C om missi on er in Scinde t o  the Right H onourable Viscount Falllland, 
Governor and Pl'esident i n  Counci l, Bombay. 

My Lord, 
I HAVE t he honour to  acknowledge the recei pt of Mr. C hi ef Secretary Malet's 

letter, N o. 330, d ateJ the 30th ultim o, calling for further i nformation m regard 
to the minor i\ meers of Khyrpore. 

2. A statem ent of the n u mber and quality of the members of the families of 
the late i\J eers Roostum and Moorbaruck, all uded to i n  the 6th para. of my 
h-tter, No. 1 ,905, of t.he 3d ultimo, was among the document s appended to 
Captai n Forbes's l et ter, No. 8. of the 2d February last ,  which formc<I one of the 
accomp, inirnent-; to that communication. A copy of t h at portion of the state
m ent which relates to those families, is aguin herewi th tran�mitted for facility of 
reference. 

3. The defi ciency in kin dn ess au d liberality whi ch I noticed i n  the general 
treatment of those person s by hi s H ighn ess  M eer Ali Moorad, con si sted i n  hi s 
assigning to them a maintenance i nsufficient for their comfort and respectability, 
and the distress t o  w hich they were consequently subj ected ; the resort t o  per
sonal restraint, and other obj ecti onable m easures for preventing them from 
representing thei r  gri ev ances to  our Government ; petty acts of a nnoyanc e  
and oppressi on towards their followers ; the absen ce of that countenance and 
consi derati on at Durbars and on other publi c occasion s which i s. due to their 
position and nea r  relation ship to  his Highness, and necessary tu obtain for them 
the respect of his subj ects. B esides the above, I was given t o  understand that 
there w ere other ei rcurnstances of d aily occurrence which had a tendency to 
humi liate and depress them, but of which it would be difficult t o  give a formal 
enumeration ; m ore especially as, for the reasons stated i n  t he 4th para. of my 
former letter, I was deterred from inquiring minutely i nto their details. Ca ptai n  
Forbes, w ho, from his residence on the spot, had ample opportunity of j udging, 
was ful ly im pressed with thi s  vi ew of their case, an d represented i t  to me fre
q uently and strongly in c onversation. 1 hat his pred ecessor, Captain  Malet , 
entertain ed similar opinions  may be gath ered from hi s lett er of the 4th April 
1847 (also among the d ocuments a ppended to Captain Forbes' letter above 
referr ed to) ,  in whi ch he states that on one occa sion when �l eer A l i  Murdan, 
son of Meer Rustom, had addressed a petiti on direct to his  Excellency the late  
Governor, his H ighness M eer A li Moorad kept him confined for six months 
fur having done so ; and that the m embers gl' nerally of the famili es of t h e  late 
M eers Roostum and M obaruck were all in very Jrreat distress, and in such dread 
of his H ighness that they c ould only vent ure to visit the British Resid ent secretly , 
aud by night. 

4. I ham m ad e  every search among the_ publi c record s of the late Scind e 
Government, but can fiud nothing elu cidatory of the circumstances unuer which 
M eers Mahom ed Khan and Goolam Mustapha w ere di spossessed of their jal,!hi res, 
or of the exact nature of the terms, if an y, under which the possession of the 
territory north of Roree, adverted to i n  the 8th para. of my former commnni-

7 3 . 0 c at i on, 
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cation, had been promised to h is Highness Ali M oorad by h is Excellency Sir 
Charle s Napier. A s  regard s the former, however, his Excellency has informed 
mr, in  a private communication, that as far as he can recollect he d id tell Meer 
Mahomed Ali Khan that he had given offence by his failure to accompany his 
chief and him self to the Hill war as a jaghiredar wa s  bound to do, an d that if 
he behaved . ill he would not prevent hi_ s  H ighnes s from depriving h im of his 
jaghire. Hi s Excellency has further informed me that he doe s  not recollect the 
c ircum stance s connected with the re sumption of :\leer Goolam Mu stapha's 
land s, but he is aware of no objection s to their restoration. I believe it was the 
intrntion · of his Excellency to allow :Meer Ali Moorad to retain pos se s sion of 
the country he held to the north of Roree unconditionally, but as the arrange
ments connected with it were never finally completed, nor received the sanction 
of the Government of India, I apprehen d they are still open to consideration. 

I have, &c. 
( s igned) R. K. Pringle, 

Kurrachee, 8 November 1849. Commissioner. 

EXTRACT from List of the Ex l\leen residing at Kh!rpore, �d for whom His Highne1111 Meer .t.li Moorad Khan 
1s Security. 

,,, Sons : 
Meer Ali Ukbar 
Meer Ali Murdan 
Meer Shere Mahemed .. Meer Goolam l\lahomed 3! 

� Grandsons : 
� Sons of Meer Ali Ukbar: 

Meer Goolam Shah Iii -
ll I Meer Ali Gober .... Meer Nudjif Ali '-
0 Meer Soorab Ali "' Meer Hy48r Ali C 
0 Meer Sootif Ali 

Meer Goolam Ali 
Meer Abdool Khadur .. 

C Meer Allah Diuah 
-1:l 
C 

Son of Meer Ali Murdan : "' 
Cl 

0 Meer M.Gzafi'ur Ali 
<I) ' 

Sona : 
,.:.. , l\Ieer Mahomed Ally 
-:; 

. 
-

. 

-. 

-

. 

.lGI. 

,8 
88 
28 
23 

20 
16 
11 
10 
9 
7 
6 

1a 

Y:UB.LY INCOJIB, 

From 8,500 to D,500 
Company's rupees at 
the most ; Kardara, 
&o., to be paid out of 
this. 

REll.t.US. 

One daughter. 

One son, Alla Bux, 8 i yean of age. 

One wife. 

By a concubine . 
By a coacubille. 

- Three wives ; one d�hter, married to 
Ali Muddud, sou of Meer Misser Khan. � Meer Ali Mabomed • 

E lleer Wuli Malaomed 

87 ' -
!8 - Two wivet1. 

..:::, ,  
c I Grandsons : 
0, .c � I Sons of Meer Nuaeer KJiaa Ponah: 
1 Meer Ali Muddwl 
·;: 

� 
Meer Ahmed AHi 

'o Son of Meer Ali M:abomed : 
;!.; : 0 1 Meer .Ali Hyder 
u . . 
:2 
f Son of Meer W ulli Mahomed: 
<., Meer Moobarick Khau 
'tl 
C ., , Sons of Meer Fuzzle Khan, deceaaed : "' 

16 

lt 

8 

9 

7 

§ i Meer Ali Buxsh 20 

From a,ooc, to ,,oeo 
Company's rupees a& 
the most; Kardan, 
&c., to be paid out of 
this. 

00 / Meer Ameen Blllah • 15 , -

Two wives. 

• - Oae wife. Meer Naa,er Khan POlr 
nab baa three wins at Khyrpore, and 
one daughter married to Meer Ameen 
Buxsb. 

One wife. 
One wife. 
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No 1 0. 

No. 356 of 1 849.-Secret D epartment. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Ch i ef Secretary to Governm en t, Bombay , to R. K. Pringle, Esq. , Commission er in Scind e. 
Sir, 

1 07 

I AM directed by the Righ t  hon ourable the Governor in  Coun cil to acknow
ledge the receipt  of y our letter w ith en closuree, No. 2 ,174, dated the 8th ult im o, 
rel ative to th e min or Am eers of Khyrµore. 

2. In reply I am desired t o  observe, that from the statem erJ t accom panyi n g  
your l etter i t  appears that th e descen dants of the late Met-r R usto m  K�an n ow 
at Khyrpore n umber fourteen persons from the age of forty-three to six years 
w i th t h eir  famili es, and that hi s Hi ghn ess Meer Al i Moorad has allot ted t o  them 
a provi si on at the utm ost amount ing to 9,600 rupees per ann um. 

3. From th e same statemen t i t  appears that the d escendan ts of the late M e(·r 
Moobnm ck Khan n umber n ine  persons, aged from th irty-seven to seven years, 
with th ei r  fam ili es, receiv ing at the highest computation about 4 ,000 rupees per 
annum .  

4 .  i\Jcn Ali Mourad,  in  h i s  mem orandum dated the 3d A pril 1847, a trarn�
lat ion of whi ch forms an en closure to your let ter, No. 1,905, dated the 3d October 
last, stated that the allowances to th e famil ies of the late Meer Rustom K han  
amoun ted to rupees 21,000 per ann um ;  i f  therefore their present allowances arc 
no more than rupees 9,500, h is' Lordsh i p  in Council considers the  interference 
of Gov ernmen t to be call ed for. 

5 .  Th e Right honourable the Govern or in Council h owever appreh ends that 
unl ess thei,e famil ies are al lowed to reside  in Bri ti sh Scind e, al though Governme1 1 t  
may i n si st on  an  increase to thei r allowances, they will suffer from h i s  Hig-hr1 e:;s 
M eer Al i  Moorad in many way s  which it will not be in  the pow er of Govern
men t t o  no tice. -

6. I am th erefore i nst ructed t o  request that you w ill, on your approaching 
tour, be  pleased to take advantage of evt ry favourable opportun ity to  speak to 
his H ighness Meer A] i Moorad on the subj ect of these A meers and their famil i es .  
It is probable  that you may ,  without giving reason t o  suppose tha t th ey ha, c 
complain ed ,  he  able to induce hi s Highness to mak e up thei r i n come to  w ha t  
he form erly reported t o  be i ts amount. 

7. Should vou, h owever, fail to secure bet ter  treatm ent and more libera l 
allowan ces fo� these fam il i es, I am to request that you wi ll forthwith report the 
same _t o G overnmen t, in vi ew t o  the con sideration of th e expedi ency of remov
in g them from under h i s  Highness' s control, requi ring  h im to grant to them such 
all owan ces as may be d eemed n ecessary. 

8. TL ere i s  n ot suffici ent informat i on at present before Govemment to enable 
it to d ecid e on t he am ount  wh ich would be proper for the support of tli e fate 
Meer l\I oobaruck's family, and in the abi;en ce of such information Govern
men t w il l  n ot deem itself warranted in requiring th e sum wh ich ha s Let·n se t 
apart for them by Meer Al i M oorad to be increased to five times the utmost 
amoun t now received by them, as suggested in the 7 th para graph of Cnptai 1 1  
Forb es's letter of t he  2d February last. 

9. l l i s  Lordshi p i n  Council does not at present feel thu t GoHmmen t should 
hurth en itself w ith the pensi on of th is  family, whi ch has h itherto been d efraye<l 
by M eer A l i  .Moorad, and i s  th erefore desirous of Leiii g inform ed , if possible, of " 
th e m ode  in which the allowance to them was first fixed and mad e payable IJy 
his Highn e:s. 

I O .  It i s  probable tlia t  i n  th e case of M eer Rustom's fam i ly, tli e obligatio11 
mention ed in t l : e 7th paragraph of your l et ter, dated the 3d October la st, nrny LL· 
the ouly , as  it. i s  a ,,ery sufficient, reason why A l i  Moorad sl i ould mak e  the pay
m en t. Th is would n ot, h ow ever, apparently apply to the case of Meer M oobii
ruck's d escendants, con cernin g  wh om it must be supposed that som e expre�s 
directi ons were i ssued by the Gov ernmen t of Scinde. 

i3• 0 2 1 1 .  In 
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1 1. In conclusi on, I am desired to request that you will also be good enough 
to endeavour, during your appproaching tour, to arrange the other dispute s 
alluded to by Captai n Forbes i n  hi s letter of the 2d February last. 

Bombay CastlP., 4 December 1849. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

No. 11. 

From Sheik Allee Hussain to Moonshee Allee Akbar Khan, Bahadur, dated 
26 Zileadorh 1263. 

AFrER taking my leave of you I started for these parttz, an d arrived at Shikar
pore 29th October 1 847. Previous to my departure from Kurrachee, I wrote to 
my son, directinll him to take from mv box of papers Meer Roostum Khan's 
letter addressed to hi s Excellency the Governor, and the treaty given by �leer 
Allee Morad to Meer Roostum Khan, an d forward them to Scinde .  Mv son, 
according to the directions giv en him, found  the papers, and not wishing to 
trust to the post, sent them to Sein  de by the hands_ o f  :Sheik. G hoolam H y<ler, 
and also sent a letter informing m e  of the sam e  by a fast cossid. whi ch 1 rereived 
at Jarkana. I rem ained at Shikarpore for the arrival of Ghoolam Hyder, fear
i ng he m igh t  miss me on t he road. l i nformed Major Goldo ey of these cir
cumstances, who wrote them to Captain Brown . I inform ed Major Goldney for 
thi s  reason , t hat Captai n  Brown had written to him, requesting him to assi st 
me a s  far u s  Mooltan, since his Excellency the Governor expected papers from 
m e. Thi s  letter Ma jor Goldney read to me. I therefore told Ma jor Goldney 
that t he paper s  were on the road, but gave 110 detai l. On th e 5 th November 
Ghoohnn Hyder arriv ed with both  papers a ll correct, w hich I now sen d  through 
Ma jor Gol<lney t o  Captain Brown. W hen at Kurrachee I requested Captain 
Brown to <lirect the dak m oon shee at  Buhawulpore to forward to m e  with care 
hi s Excellen cy the Governor's certificate, and a lett er in my favour addressed to 
Mr. Lawrence. Captain Brown told me to ask you to make the necessary 
arrangem en ts ,  I therefore  hope you will send me  th e certificate and letter 
e11 closed in  a purwunnah from Captain Brown.  You &lso write to the clak 
moon shee desiring him to forward the above with great care, that they may not 
be lost as  form er ont·s. I am now about to start for Mooltan. My proceedings 
with Mi sr have commenced by order of Major Goldn,,y. I a:n well contented, 
and have left a wukee l  at Shikarpore t o  prosecute the case. 

Major Goldney has given me ei ght 99wars to escort me through Scin de. 
Both papers are clear proof, because Meer Roostum Khan, previous to 

granting t he treaty t o  Meer Allee Morad Khan, made Meer Allee Morad Khan 
write this treaty, which is i n  the handwriti ng of Peer Allee Gohur. The treaty 
also given by Meer Roostum to  M eer Allee M orlid was written by Peer Allee 
Gohm. The seal and the word " Baha l" are from M eer Allee Morad's  own 
hand. 

The letter from Meer Roostum Khun i s  i n  the han dwritin g  of Slibr Allee 
Shah, who was then wukeel to M eer Roostum Khan. T hat lett er Meer Roostum 
sent to his Excellency the Gov ernor. I am well acquainted with the hand
writing o f  Sahr Al lee Shah, and as to its identi ty there i s  n ot the slightest 
doubt . If you are, therefore, asked, you m ay w ithout hesi tation declare i t  the 
handwritin g of Sabr Allee Shah. You yourself m ust be well acquttinted with 
his han<lwriting, as he was frequently i n  the habit of com ing to t he British on 
t he part of M eer Roostum .  He i s  now n soobedar in  the Sbikarpore police 
stationed at Gotk ee. If you in quire, you will be able to discover him. ThiR 
treaty was written before me, an<l i n  the presence of Meer Allee Morad, by 
Peer Alle_e Gohur. From these two papers a profit of fh·e or six lac'3 of rupees 
yearly will a ccrue to Government ; that i s  to �ay, the country north of Roree 
and t hat belonging to the son s  of Meer Roostum Khan. 

Su ch are my services. 
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When you direct the pu rwunn ah of the secretary to me, address me, High in 
rank and dignity, possessor of pomp and grandeur, &c. 

(True translation.) 
( signed) 

No. 1 2. 

P. Harding, Captain , 
Persian I nterpreter. 

From Sheik Allee Husaain to Captaii;i Brott'n , Secretory, dated 
6 November 1847. 

After compliments, 
APTER having taken my leave of you, I started for these parts, and arri ved at 

Shik arpore on the 29th October 1 847.  
Whilst at Kurrachee, and some d ays previous to my departure for Mooltan, 

I wrote to a son of mine, directi ng  1nm to search in my  Lox of papers for Meer 
Roostum Khan's letter, addressed to the G overnor, and the treaty that Meer 
Allee Morad Khan gave in writing to Mear Roostl.lm Khan, and send them by 
the hands of a trustworthy person to Scin de. 

l\l y �on, according to the instructions  I g ave him, sough t and found the letter  
and treaty above mentioned, which he sent to Scinde by t.he hands of Sheik 
Gholam Hyder. My son at the same t i111e sent a letter by a fast cossid to 
inform of the circumstance,  that I mi ght be aware of it previ ous to  the arrival of 
Ghoolam Hyder. The cossid arrived at Jarkanah, when I learnt of the despatch 
of Ghoolam H yder with the papers. I went to Shek arpore to await the arrival 
of the papers, in order that I might forward them to you through Major 
Goldney. On the 6th Novembrr Ghoolam Hyder arrived at Shikarpore,  and 
delivered over  t o  me the two papers, all con-ect, which I now send with thi s  
letter th rough Maj or Goldaey to you. I trust they reach y ou in safety, a nd 
that you w ill favour me with a receipt. I als.o hope that you will send me .the 
certificate and the note add ressed to Mr. Lawrence, as given by his  Excel lency 
the Governor. 

1 1  November. 
(True translation .) 

(si gned) F. Harding, Captain, 
Persian Interpreter. 

From His Highness Meer Ruo,tum Khan to His Excellency Sir C/1arle1 Napier, 
dated J 7 Zilcadah 1268. 

After compliments. 
I HAVE nlways been 1be friend of the British, anti , never having done evil towards them, 

trust they will not do evil unto me ; I have now of my own free will und accord, owing to 
old age and wt>akne�s, made over in writing to Meer Alie� Morad Khan the Turban, the 
wbol� of my cou11try and for1re&1ea, on condition that he be solely respoDsible to the British 
Government for the new treaty and i n  everything. I am old and weak, without the power 
of conversing or arranging with the Briti11h Government; neither om I able to travel from 
village to vilfage <•r rrom mountain to mountain ; I therefore hope, th11t whatever the Bri1ish 
GoYernment have to say, that it will be with Meer Ali Muorad, as I have abdicat� in 
fa-.oar of Meer Ali Morad the Turhan, Jr:iven over to him all my O\Vn country, and the whole 
arrangement and responsibility of the treaty with the British. 

As a proviso, I have caused Meer Allee Morad Khan to give in writing an agreement 
containing the four anicles as follo\ll's : 

The country north of Uoree, according to proclamation, I made over 10 the British;  should 
I now give that to the Meer ? The Briti1.l1 Government would without doubt be angry, and 
say, '' You made over that uountry 10 us ; why have you given it to Meer Allee Morad ? " 

t. The country belonging to the sons of Meer Mobarick Khan, fettring that Meer Allee 
Morad Khan might deprive them of it, on account of a former enn1ity. 

3. The country belonging to my sons. 
4, My expenses, that of my family, whitmutgars, male and female slaves. I am certain 

that Meer Alee Morad would not deprive my sons of their country, or me of my subsistence, 
since I have done him much kindnes�. But for the sake of the future, and to insure my 
maintenance and the restoration of the three countries, I have caused Meer Allee Morad to 
give me a written treaty. Hereafter, should Meer Allee Morad, either before or after my 

73. 0 3 death, 
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death, make difficulties as to the reatoration of the country of my sons, or of the aona of 
M eer Moharuck Khan, 1 trust tha t the Bri tish Government will cause Meer Allee Morad 
to restore to them their country, which is their  right, and to which Meer Alee .Morad has 
no claim.  As to the country beyond Roree, Government will of course act as they please. 
I have enclosed the treaty sealed by Meer Allee Mor.id , und in the handwriting of Peer 
Al ly Gohur ; I hope that, ufter having perused it, you will return it to me. 

(True translation.) 

11 November 1847. 
(signed) f: Hardiug, Captain, 

Persian I nterpreter. 

I, Meer Allee M orad Khan Talpoor, rrquested Meer Roostum Khan, on account of his 
old a!!e and weakly state, to abd icate the Turban in my favour, and g i ,·e  over in writing to 
me all the country ; that I wou ld be responsible in every way to the British Government. 
The Men consented to abdicate the Turban, and give over in writing the whole cuu ntry 
and all the fortreises, but he required that I should agrt·e to four articles, after which he 
would g ,ve over to me i n  writ ing the whole country. Those articles are as follow11 :-

1. That the country north cf Roree, according to the vroclamation, belongs to the 
British. 

2. The country belonging to the sons of M eer Mobaruck Khan. 
3. Th{:' country belonging to the sons of Meer H oostum Khan. 
4. M y  expenses, 

I consented to the above article;;, takin� upon m yRelf the whole rt-sponsibility. I du 
now declnre (giving the same in w ri 1 ing) that if the British Government remonstrate with 
M en Roostnm Khan, and demand why he made over the country north of Horee to Men 
Allee M orad, J will be answerable and satisfy the English Government. If they demand 
the country I will give it up ;  but I will not allow Meer Roostnm Khan t,, soifer one word 
of annoyancr. 

2. To t l ie  sons of Meer Rooat um Khan, ·whom I look upon as my own brothers, T wi l l  
restore their jagheera. I will in no way depart froin this ; to take one 11pan of their land 
is unlawful. I have no c laim whatever to their jagheers ; it is their right., and t heir 
right they 11hall receive. The country belonging to the suns of Meer Mobaruck Kha� 
should  I not tak.e, the British Government will. I will therefore now appro priate their 
countrv, \\ hich I will afterwards make over to them. I have no clnim whatsoever 011 
the ir country. One siui,rle span of their country in my possession would be unlawful. 
The l'Ountry is their right, and their right they shal l rl!'ceive. 

As for Meer  Roobtum Khan , h is family, servants, male and female slaves, I will prov id,· 
for all, either in land or with money, nothing shall be ddicient. I wil l  serve him as he 
wishes. 

These articles I have written out in the form of a treaty ; that lie1·eafter may remain 11s 
proof, ancl that no difference may occur. God is my witness. Dated 16th Zileadah 1 258. 

Post�cri pt.-Meer Roostum Khan to retain possession ofKheirpore for life. 

Dated us above. 

1 1  November 1847. 

Confirmed. Meer Alee 
.Morud. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) F. Harding, Captain ,  
Pen,ian Interpreter. 

No. 1a. 

ST.,TEMENT of Subedar Sahr All!!, of th e Shi karpoor Mounted Pol ice, m ad e 
before Lieutenant Younghuaband, Lieutenant of Scinde Police. 

I N  December 1842 I was a vak eel of Meer Roostum's, and was sent to Sukk.u.r 
wi th a le tter t o  Sir Charles Napier ; w hen there I was sent for by that officer, 
an d informed that M eer Roostum had fl ed to Deja Kegote. I immediately went 
after h im ; when I arrived at that place I was told  by Meer Roostum (who  was 
cryin g) that he had ceded the Turban to Meer Ally M orad. On th e following 
mornin g Meer Roostum sent  off the cessi on, si gn ed by himself, as also th e treaty 
between him and Ally Morad, signed by the latter, with an accompanying letter 
to Sir C. Napi er. I afterwards heard that Meer Ally Morad sent horsemen after 

the 
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the cossid who took the  letter, and brought him back . The papen, were tak en 
possei;si on of by M eer Ally Morad , but Shaik Ally li ussain has sin ce informed 
me that h e  got th em from him. 

Question by Lieutenant of Police. Are you aware wh o wrote t h e  document.8 
that M eer Roostum sent to Sir Charles Napier ?-Answer. The cessi on �nd 
treaty were i n  th e handwri ting of Peer A llv Gohnr. I do n ot recollect who 
wrote the  forwardin g letter, but Shaik Ally Hussain has sin ce told m e  that it i s  
my handwriting. This may be the  cas e, for I was in  the habit 0f writin g  letters 
from Meer Roostu m to Sir Charles Napier ; but th ere was so much confusion 
at the time I do not recollect it. 

If you saw the  letter, wou ld you he able to state whet her the handwritin g is 
yours or not ?-Yes, certainly . 

A letter hearing the seal of Meer Roostum is here shown to Subedar Sabur 
Al(y. I s  this  y our handwriting ?-Yes, it is ; this 1s th e letter Meer Roostum 
sent with the  cessi on and treaty to Sir Charles Napier. 

(si gned) J. W. Younghushand, Lt, 
Lieutenant of Scinde  Poli ce. 

Sukkur, 21 December 1 849. 

No. 14. 

C oNVERBATION between .Jtieer Roostum KJ,an and Atleer Ali .,lf orad Khan when 
Meer Roostum Khan had gone to D eejee i n  the Month of January 1 843. 

M eer Ali M orad.--You are uow an old man, .and had better give over govern 
i ng the  country. You r  s ons are always i n  concert with Futteh Mahomed 
G oree, making disturbances. The Bri ti sh  GOveTnment does not approve of 
this, therefore they t hink that you are nnfit t o  govern, and you will get mtc, a 
scrape through this.  

1\·l eer Roos tum Khan.-I, and you, and Nusseer Khan, .and Futteh l\lah omed 
Goree, will hold a concert together on this matter, and settle i t. 

Meer Ali Moracl .-Th ere is n.o occasit>n for any others to be  ,present ; JOU and 
I a re quite sufficient. Futteh Mahomed Goree is a disturber, and N usseer 
Kha n  i n  this busin ess i s  a great loser, therefore will not ag.ree. 

M eer Roostum.-Meer Ally Morad, w hat do yon say ? The British Govern
m en t  will do nothing to  me. l have committed no crime. 

Meer Ally.-1 do n ot know that y ou have ·committed any crime! 'but. -if J'OU 
iio  -not kn ow w hat you have don e, F11tteh Ma-homed doe..�. But  I unegme that 
if you cede th e cliieftainship and the oountry t0 me, the Oo,•ernmeut win still 
remain i n  y�� han�s , -fin� I will he  as your chi11fl , and what y ou have 'lo.aM�r 
fw to the British will easi ly :be settled.  

Meer Roostum.-I see that for two r.easons, the country will not remain i n  
my hands : first, because  I a m  a d ecrepit old man;  secondly, because Futte-R 
Mahomed Goree and m y  sons are continually fighting. 

Meer Ali Morad.-That is the case. 
M eer Raostum,-;.._Make out a ,treaty and bind it to m e ,  when I have read and 

agreed to i t, I wi ll s ign aml sen d  it.  
M eer Ali Morad th811 wrote -0u t a treaty •. ,giving  .ever -io· him all the terriior,· 

belon ging to Meer Roostum Khan, Meer Mobaruk Khan., tbe chieftainship, th e 
forts and artill ery, and brought i t  to  Meer Roostum Khan for signature, who, 
w h en h e  saw i t, said, 

Meer Roostum.-The country from Roree northwards I have given to the 
British Government, .and it has been proclaimed through tho1.1e districts ;  that 
country th erefore belongs to the British ; I the!'efore cannot cede -that The 
lands of M eer Mobaruk Khan do not belon g to me, so neither can I cede those ; 
nor can I cede th e country belonging to my  sons, for they have no other liveli
hood ; but I will cede to you my  own terri tories ; you take care of th em. 
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Meer Ali Morau.- Meer Sah ih, that country north of Horee will never be 
asked after by the British ; if it h1 ,  I w ill h e  answerable. Wh atever arranae
ment the British Government makes ,  I will carry it into effect. I will aiso 
make  arrangements for the continuance in th eir j agheers of the sons of Meer 
Mobaruck Kh an ,  as  also for your own son s, and for  your p rivate ex penses. I am 
answerable; be satisfied. 

M ee r  Roostum.-Very good. Write a t reaty according to this, and I will 
giv e  you the whole country and chieftainsh ip. 

Meer Ally Morad then wrote out th e agreem ent and sign ed it. Meer Roos
tum Khan th en wrote the t reaty in th e Koran, ceding h is territor.v to him. 
After th is Meer Roostum Khan w rote a letter to M ajor-general Sir C. Napier, 
telling him wh at h e  had done, and enclosing the agreement signed by M eer Ali 
Morad. This came to the latter' s  ears, and h e  sent a man after Meer Roostum's 
servant, and took the letter from h im, and it was given to Shaik Ally Hussan, 
with whom it is now. The copy is with me (Peer Ally Gohur) . 

(True translation .) 
(signed) J. I.Y. Younghusband, V, 

Lieutenan t of  Police. 

No. 1 5 .  

TRANSLATION o f  th e Treaty entered into between Meer Roostum Khan and Meer 
Ally Morad Khan, in Janua ry 1843.  

I, ALLY MoRAD KHAN TALPOOR, h ave told Meer Roostum Khan that he is 
now an old msn, and that I will be answerable for everything to the British 
Government, if he cedes to me the whole of h is territory an<l the chieftainsh ip. 
Meer Roostum h as agreed to cede to me th e territory , forts, and ch ieft ain ship 
belonging to h im ;  bu t there were four cond itions attach ed to it, which were to 
be guaranteed to h im before h e  would do so. They  are aR follows :-

1 .  Th e country north of  Roree be longs to th e Brit ish. 
2. Th e sons of Meer :\1obaru ck Khan are to keep po!session of th eir lands. 
3. Ditto w ith reference to m y  (Meer Roostum's) son s. 
4. His private  expenses. 

These four stipulati c.ns  I have agreed to, and fo r  that reason agree and write 
th is :-That if the B rifr;h Government eve r  ask why  tli e t erritory north of 
Roree was given away to Meer A lly Moorad , I will be answerabl e for it if they 
w ish it. I w ill gh·e it to t h em,  and w ill prev ent any displeasure of the British 
coming down on M eer Roostum for this ; secondly, that all th e sons of  Meer 
Roostum shall k eep th eir jagheers, and in th is I n ever will tell a lie ; nor  will 
I ever tak e  a span of thei r  lands ; nor have I any authority in their jagh eers in 
an y wav. If I do not take the country of Meer Mobaruck Khan the British 
Governm ent will ; so I will tnke it, and then give it back to M eer MoLaruck's 
son s, for I have  no right to th e country ; not a span of it ; it belongs to them , 
and I will give i t  to them. As for Meer Roostum, who is as a fath er to me, 
I w ill lea ve with him h is zenana, �laves, servants, &c., and will giv e  what he 
requires for h is expen�es, and in every w ay w ill I ohlige h im .  What I have 
w ritten above I agree to. This is a sunnud, nor w ill 1 encroa ch a single hai r  
o n  what I have written , a s  God is my w itness. Dated 1 6th Zekad 1 2 68. 

As 101,g o s  Meer Roostum Kh an l ives, the city of  Kh yrpore w ill remain in h i� 
han ds. 

Sh ikarpore, 
4- January 1848. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. W. Younghusband, L, 

Lieutenant of Police. 
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No. 16.  

STATEMENT of Peer Ally Gohur, made before R. K. Pringl,e, Esq., 
Commissioner i n  Scinde. 

THE separate private deed of  Meer Roostum, ceding the Turban and all his 
] ands, is shown to Peer Ally Gohur, a nd he is asked : 

Do you recognise this paper ? 
Yes ;  i t  is i n  my hand-writing, and was wri tten when Meer Roostum ceded t he 

Turban to Meer Ally Morad. 

This statement was taken i n  my presence by Lieutenant Y ounghusband, 
l ieutenant of police. 

(signed) 
Sukkur, 26 December 1 849. 

No. 11. 

R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner. 

STATEMENT of Sheikh A]ee Hussein, lll1lde before R. K. Pringle, Esq., 
Commissioner in Scinde. 

Questiom by Commissioner. 

Did you giv e  any statement to 
Sir C harles Napier regardi ng the 
transfer of the Turban by Meer 
Roostum ? 

Did you gh·e any papers to Sir 
Charles Napi er regardjng this sub
ject ? 

Do you recognise the two pa
pers here shown to you ? 

Do you recognise these papers 
also ? 

How did these papers come into 
your possession ? 

Do yon know what messengers 
Meer Hoostum sent with the let
ter ? 

Who were present  when th e 
private agreem ent betw een  Meer 
Roost.um and Meer Alee Moorad 
was ex ecuted ? 

73. Did 

Answers by Deponent. 

Yes ; I gave a statement at the same time 
as I did the one regarding the treaty of 
Moonar. 

Not at that time� for they were at Mool
tan ; but I got them down, and sent them to 
Major Goldney ,  w ho forwarded them to 
K urrachee ? 

Yes, I recognise them ; they are the letters 
I addressed to Ca ptain Brown and M oonshee 
Alee Ackbar on the subject. 

These papers are marked (E.) and (F.) .  

Yes ; one is the l etter from Meer Roostum 
Khan to Sir Charles Napier, and the other 
the private agreement between M eer Alee 
Morad and Meer Roostum, regardi ng the 
cession of th e Turban ;  t hese are the original 
papers referred to abov e. 

They are marked (G.)  and (H.) .  

.Meer A lce Morad gave them to me to put 
by, when I was in li is full confidence. 

No, I do not. 

I, Peer A le e  Goh ur, Sabur Alce Shah , 
Shere Sin g, and severa l other people. 

p No , 
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Questions by Commissioner. Answers by Deponent. 
Did you ever make these cir

cumstances k nown to the British 
authorities before your communi
cation to Sir Charles Napiet' on 
the subj ect ? 

No, I did not ;  because I w as desirous first 
to ascertain how the districts of Meerpoor 
and Mathela would. be disposed ·of. I wrote 
on e petition to Lord Hardin�e when I was 
at Mooltan, after my quarrel with the Meer, 
subseftuent to the Truckeeeamp1tiga. I wrote 
in ge'lleral terllls, saying I could give val� 
able information to the amount of I o  lacks 
of rupees, but d id not partfoolarize unliil  ntw 
that inquiri es are being instituted. 

This examination of Sheikh Alee Hussein was taken in my pt"esence by Lieu
tenant Y ounghusband, l ieutenant of police. 

( signed) R. K. Pringl.e, 
Sukkur, 9 January 1 850. Commissioner. 

(True copies.) 
( signed) G. Inverarity, 

-.Atisiet&nt Commissioner. 

(E.) 

EsTIMAT£ of the Result of a proposed Exchange of Territory and Settlem ent of 
mutual Pecuniary Claims bet�·een the British Government and his MiglMless 
Meer Ali Moorad, framed on th e Supposition that the Districts claim ed by the 
latter in virtue o f  their alleged Cessi on by Meer N nsseer Khan , in the Treaty 
o f  Nonar, are disallowed by us, but a porti on of them ceded to M eer AH 
Moorad in exchange for others. 

EsTIMATES of Territorial Ex change. 

1. Annual revenue of land belonging to Meer Ali Moorad, on the 
west of the Indus, proposed to be  cede<l to us - - -

2. A nnual revenue of three parts i n  the Desert ceded by Meer Ali 
Moorad, at our request, to J essulmeer 

Ru.pees 
3.  Annual revenue of Meerpoor Mihrkee  ar.d Mahtehla  on tire 

east bank of the I n dus, proposed to be ceded to Ali 
Moora<l 

4. Balance to be made good by us, i n  annual revenue or its 
pecun iary equivalent, t o  Meer Ali Moorad 

Rupees - -

ESTIMATE of the Settlement of mutual Pecuniary C laims. 

5 .  Revenues of Meerpoor Mirhrke e and M ahtehla for five years, 
i. e. from 1845 to  1 850, . due to us by Meer Ali Moorad , 
1 83,1 63 X 5 - - - - - -

6. Rcv�nues of vi ll age Dadlo, ditto d itto, 2,5 20 x 5 
7. Revenues of Meer Mahomed' s j agh eers, enj oyed by Meer Al i 

M oorad , but due to us for fo·e  y ears, 23,400 x 5 

Rupees. 
1 ,7 2,000 

1 ,86,000 

1 ,63,1 63 

22,837 

1 , 86,000 

Rupees. 
8,1 5,815  

1 2,600 

1 ,1 7,000 
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Rupees. 
8. Revenu es of M eer Gulam Mustafu's jagh eers , enjoyed by Meer 

Ali Morad, but due to us for seven years, 9,293 x 7 - - 65,051 
9. Rev,enues of Kundn., enj oyed by Ali Moorad, but due to us, 

for seven yew&, 6,.200.x 7 - • - - - - - 4,3..,i4if>O 
JiO. Bl,yen.ues collacted in 1843 by Shek Ali Hussau, Ali Moor.ad's 

agent, from distticts beloogiug to  us - l ,04-�0o5 
1 I .  R evenuP.s c ollected in 1 843 by A li Moorad's agtint.Ei, in, ou.r 

district of Seshwista n in. 1843 - 47,71 9  

Rupees - - 1 2,05,640 

1 2. Balance  Qf anuual r.N,eIWe to be �a&le good �y us to Ali 
Moorad, v alued at 20 y.ear1' purchase, Z2,887 x 20 

1 3 .  R ev enues of Ali M oorad.'s districts west of the Indus, col lected 
by us fur seven years, 26,77 1  x 7 - .. - -

14. Ditto ditto east of the ln dus, for two years preceding 1 84.6 
lf>. Revenues of form ceded to Jessulmeer for seven years, 

l.4,{)00 X 7  
16. Esti,m ated value of creel ed forts 
l'Z. Ba)ancp ewe to us by Ali M oorad 

Rupees 

N Ol' iS explanatory of the fur�goirig Estimates. 

4-,56,740 

1,87,397 
1 ,31,9 1 9  

98,000 
3,00,000 

31 , 584 

1. T"A KEN from estimates framed at the time of the original d raft treaty, and agreed to by 
both perties. I believe that considerably overrates the value of sorue of  the d istricts, par
tieularl • ludika ; but thie contains much waste land, and may be expected to improve 
under @* management. 

2. T11ken from various data, none of them of a very satisfactory character ; but the 
balance of testimony makes it appear that Khyrpoor rupees 16,600 _, Company's rupees 
14,000, uiight have been real ised iu a favourable season, which sum is therefore an ample 
allowance to make to Ali M oored under this head. 

s, •,. 6. Taken from the aetual, realisations in the year 1844-46, when the districts were 
held b_y us. 

4. Yide item 12. 

7. Taken from a statement furnished by Major Goldney as the result of information 
collected from partit•s well acquainted w ith  details, and exclusive of rupees 13,000 ann u
aUy al lowed by Ali Moorad to Meer Mohomed. 

8. Taken from a statement furnished by M ajor Goldney at the same time as that al ludeJ 
to in i tem 7, and which d.oes not include S udoja, also a jagheer of Goolam Moos1afa'11, but 
now in the Hydrrabad collectorate. 

9, 10. Taken from estimate fr�d for the draft treaty, and agreed to by both parties. 

1 1 .  Taken frum 11ccuunts and vouchers furnished by Captain Preedy, collector of Kur-
racbP.e, auhsequently to the formation of the estimates for the draft treaty. 

H. Viele item 4. 

13. Taken from accounts of the actual realisations furnished by Major G oldney. 
14. Taken from the estimate (F.) framed for the draft treaty, but excluding the revenues 

of the dit;tricts now disallowed, and the collections from those alrt'ady included in i tem 13. 
16. Vide item 2. 

16. This item is perhaps much over-estimated, but it is one for which no satisfactory data 
are pro4;urable ; and as it is taken at nearly the amount claimed by Al i  M oo1 ad hiwsdf, he 
can make no objection to it. 
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(F.) 

EsTIMATB of the Uesult of a proposed Exchange of Territory and Settlement of 
mutual Pecuniary Claims between the B ri tish Government and his Highness 
M eer Ali Moorad, framed on th e Supposi tion tha t  the Districts claimed by 
the latter in virtue of their Cession by Meer N usseer Khan i n  the Treaty of 
Nonar are allowed to him. 

EsTIM.A.TE of Territorial Exchange. 

1 .  Annual revenue of th e districts of Gotekee, Roree, a nd Kundee, 
on the east  bank of the lndmi, belonging to us, and pro
posed to be ceded to Meer Ali Moorad - - - -

2. Annual revenue of the jagh eers of Meer Mahomed Khan, on 
the east bank of the Indus, and proposed to  be ceded by us 
tQ Meer Ali Moorad, and jagheers to be gh·en by us to 
Meer �J ahomed, in li eu of them, on the west bank -

Rupees 
3 .  Annual revenue of lands on the west bank of the Indus, be

longing to Meer A li Moorad, and proposed to be ceded 
to us -

4. Annual revenue of three forts in the Desert, ceded by Meer Ali 
Moorad, a t  our request, to Jussulm eer - - - -

6 .  Balance t o  b e  made good to us i n  annual  revenue, or its pecu-
niary equivalent, by M eer Ali M onrad - - - -

Rupees 

EsTIH.A.TE of the Settl ement of mutual Pecuniary C laims. 

6.  Balance of annual revenut! to be made good to us by Meer Ali 
Moorad, valued at  20 years' purchase, 27,300 x 20 -

7. Revenues of certain ja�heers of Meer Mahomed, due to us but 
en joyed by Meer Ati M oorad, for fi ve y ears, 23,400 x 6 -

8. Revenues of certain jagheers of Meer Goolam Moostaffa, due 
to us but enjoyed by Meer Ali Moorad, for seven years, 
9,293 X 7 

9 .  Revenues of the distric t of Kundra, enjoyed by Meer Ali 
M oorad but due to us, for seven years, 6,200 x 7 - -

1 o. Revenues col lected i n  1 843 by M eer Ali Moorad's agent, 
Shaik Ali Hussain, from distri cts belonging to us - • 

1 1 .  Ditto by Meer Ali Moorad's agents in our district of Schwis
tan, in 1843 -

Rupee& 
12. Revenues of Ali Moorad's districts west of the Indus, collected 

by us, for seven years, 26,771 x 7 -
1 3. Ditt o  of ditto east of the Indus, ditto - di tto, for two y ears 

preceding 1 84 5  
1 4. Revenu es o f  forts ceded to Jessulmeer, for se\'en years, 

14,000 X 7 
1 5 .  Estimated val ue of ceded fort s 
1 6. Balance due to us by Meer Ali l\foorad 

Rupees -

Rupees. 

1 ,68,200 

46,100 

2,13,300 

1,72,000 

14,000 

27,300 

2,1 3,300 

Rupees. 
5,46,000 

1,17,000 

6 5,051 

43,400 

47,719 

9,23,226 

1 ,87,397 

3,0 2,465 

98,000 
3,00,000 

3 5,363 

9,23,225 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 1 1 7 

NOTES explanatory of the foregoing Estimates. 

I. TAKEN from estimates framed at the time of the original draft treaty, and agreed to 
by both parties. 

2. Taken from a statement furnished by Major GolJney, as derived from persons well 
acquainted with the details, and inclusive of the �um of 131000 Khyrpoor rupees annually 
allowed by Meer Ali Moorad 10 Meer Mahomed, with the addition of the jagheer or Tara
charee Powaree, now in the hands of Meer Mahomed, which is valued in the estimates for 
the draft treaty al 1 0,000 rupees. 

3, Taken from estimates framed at the time of the draft treaty, and agreed 10 by both 
partie1. I believe it considerably over-rates the prest·nt value of some of the districts, par-
1 icula1 ly Boordika ; but this contains much waste land, and may be expected to improve 
under good management. 

4, Taken from various data, some of them of a very unsatisfactory ch,1racter ; but the 
balance of testimony makes it appear that about 16,500 Khyrpoor rupees (14,000 Company's 
rupees) mirht have beeo realized in a favourable srason, This is, therefore, an ample allow
ance to make to Meer Ali Morad under this head, 

5, Pide item 6. 
6. Vide item o. 
7, From the same source as item 2. 
8. From a statement furnished by Major Goldney along w ith 1hal alluded to in item 2, 

and which does not include Sudonjee, also a jegheer of Goolam Moostaffa's, but now in 
the H vderabad collectorate. 

9, Taken from et-timates framed at the time of the draft treaty, and agreed to by both 
parties. 

10.  Di1 to - • • ditto. 
1 J .  Taken from accounts and vouchers furnished by Captain Preedy, collector of Kurra

,chee, subaequently to the prepRration of the estimates for the draft treaty. 
12. Taken from accounts ol actual realization furnished by Mnjor Goldney. 
13. Taken from estimate framed for the draft treaty, ex.eluding collections already included 

in item 12. 
14. Vide explanation on item 4. 

. 16. Thii; item is, perhaps, much over-estimated ; but it is one for which no satisfactory 
data are _p_rocurable, and as it is taken at nearly the amount claimed by Meer Ali Moorad 
himself, he cannot object to it. 

(G.) 

DRAFI' of a TREATY proposed to be substituted for that tr-c1nsmitted to the 
Government of India on the 4th May 1845. 

(After the usual Preamble.) 

Article I. There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between the British Article 1 is-substi
Go,·ernment and h is Highness Meer Ali Morad, h is heirs and successors, and tuted for Article • 
the friends and enemies of the one state shall be the friends and enemies of the of the former draft. 

-0ther. 
Article II. His Highness Ali Morad agrees to act in subordinate co-opera- Articles �. 31 a!ld 4 

tion w ith the British Government, and to have no intercourse or alliance with embody the pro
any other state u nless with the knowledge and consent of the British Govern- 'l'isions of A,ticles 

4 and 5 of the ment. former draft. 
Article III. The Brit ish Government engages to protect the territories of h is 

H igl1ness Meer Ali Morad agairist aU aggression, and bis Highness Meer Ali 
Morad engages to afford every facility, in the purchase of supplies or other
wise, to such British troops as may have occasion to pass through h is terri• 
to1ies ; his Highness likewise engages to afford all the assistance in his power to 
the British Government in all wars or m ilitary operations in  which it may be 
eugaged. 

Article IV. His H ighness Meer Ali Morad will not commit aggression on 
other stat es, and in  the event of any cause of d ifference arising between him and 
any other state, it shall be submitted to the arbitration and award of the British 
Go\·ernment. 
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Articles :;, 6, and 7 Article V. His Highness Meer Ali Morad shall be absolute ruler within his 
embody the pro- own country, and the British Government will not interfere in any disputes 
visions of Articles between his Highness and his own subjects. 
8, 9, and 1 o of the 
former draft. Article VI. Armed bodit's of men or armed individuals shall not be permitted 

to enter and seek refuge in the territory of the one state from that of the other; 
but unarmed 1mbjec� of either state shall be free to settle at their own pl88$llft 
within the territory of the other, provided that they have permission to do t!O 
from the state under whose protection they propose to dwell. 

Article VI I. All persons charged with murder, t,easoo, robber_y or other hei
nous offence, who may seek refuge in the territory of the one state from that of 
the other, shall be gh·en up on demand to that effect being made, accompanied 
by such proof as may be satisfactory to the state within which the accused may 
have sought refuge. And for the furtherance of justice and prevention of criwe 
his Highness Meer Ali Morad consent.'! that the officers of tLe Bri,ii;b Govera
ment may pursue such criminals, and apprehend them within his territories. 

Article 8 is adopted Article VIII. His Highness .\leer Ali Morad engages to enforce within his 
in &�bstance from territory rult's similar to those by which the inhabitants of Scio.de are ptohibited 
frt1cled1 2

aft.

of tbe from publicly carrying arms within the British territory .. ,ormer r 
Article! 9, 10, 1 1, ArticlP. IX. The British Government cedes to hi., Highness Meer AH Morad 
and 1 2  are intended all right and claim to any territory east of the river Indus, a.ud north of the pre
t� �mbodt.}A' 

tht.e lpe
ro-s sent boundary of the Hyderabad Collectorate, with the exception of the plaees v1s1011s o r 1c 

d . S I d l 'N ) d h '  2 and 6 of the enumerate m c l t'  u e � o. I , annexe to t 1 s  treaty. 
former drat\, in a A . I X H" H' h M Al" ' l  d d h B . .  h "-·· form more conciae rt1c e . 11; 1g ness eer 1 ., ora ce es to t e r1tia uu-vern111e11t 
and leH open to all right and claim to any territory west of the riTer Indus. 
doub& or diPpute. 

I T . . l d £ • A · I IX d X h · Article X . he ceeswns st1pu ate 1or m rt1c es . an • avtog beett 
made on an estimate of the mutual claims of both states, territorial and pecu
niary, and calculated with a view to their final adjustment, are to be held as 
condusively disposing of all such claims up to the date of this treaty, and leaving 
no question connected with them unadjusted. 

Article XII . In  respect to auy lanrls lit present in the possession of the one 
state, but which under the operation of the above cessions will be transferred to 
the other, the transfer shall take place Oil the 1st day llf April 1850 ; and all 
revenue collect ed after that date, whether current or in arrear, shall uelong to 
the state to which the lands have been transferred. An enumeration of such 
lands is given in Schedule (No. 2), annexed to this treaty. 

Articles 1 3  a11cl 14 Article XIII .  I f  the 1·i ,,er In<lus should at any time change its course in it., 
e!Il_body the P!0

• passage through the two l!.tates, all land that it leaves on the west bank shall 
vifsw1ns "'of Artidc

l
raft
e 7 become the property of the British Go,·ernment, and all land that it leaves on 

o t ic ,onner • 
11 l f I . H' I M Al" M d the east bank sha become t 1e property o ns 1g mess eer 1 ora ; pro-

vided, that no town, village, tort, or other inhabited place shall be transferred 
from tht> government of the one state to that of the other by reason of such 
change in the course of the riYer ; and provided further, that shou!d such cha■ge 
in the course of the ri\'er Le effected by any work of art, no transfer of terriwry 
shall take place in consequence of it, without the consent of the state from which 

· it is to be transferred. 
Article XIV. No duties shall 1,e levied by either state on boats or merchan

dize passing up or down the river Indus, provided such merchandize be not 
landed on either bank. 

Article 15 is new, Article XV. His Highness Meer Ali Morad engages to pro,-ide for tbe 
aud its provisions descendants of his brothers, Meer Roostum Khan and Meer Mobaruk Khan, in 
are li�ely to be dis- such proportions as to the British Government may appear fitting, a clear annual 1U�t1:1ul to the . • l d f l h C ' h , � .  The mamtenance, m an or money, o not est! t an 20,000 ,ompany s rupees eac , 
/lDICc l .  • • b l ld d h �rounds for its pro- or 40,000 Company's rupees in all ; such prov1swn to e 1e un er t e gua-
P""al a!e fully rantee of the .British Government, and paid, if necessary, through its officer:1, 
,: .. kd m my Me- and whether the parties to whom it is assigned reside in British territory or that 
nwralldu,u. f I · H '  h 1\1 Al " M d · ' b 1. • d · · I t h o 1 1s 1g ness , eer I ora , anu to e suuJect to no re uct1on w1t 1ou t e 

sanction of th� British Government., with whom shall rest the disposal of all 
questions as to its distribution. 
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·ScHBDULES framed on the supposit i on that the Treaty of N ownahar is disallowed. 

ScH EDULE No. 1 .  

LtsT of Places on the East Bank of th e Indus excepted from the Cessions made 
by the Briti s11 Government to His Highne1s Meer Al i :\'lorad, mider Article IX. 
of the Treaty : 

Pergunna Gotkee, Pergunna Ro.tee, Pergutma Kundra. 

The folk>wing places now or form erly h eld ia Jagbi re by Meer Meer 
Mahom eJ : 

Pergunna Teree Chanee Powaree, Pergunna Oobra Beraloo, Pergutrna 
Shehpoora Keeache� , V il lage Moree Moola. 

The follow ing places formerly '1eld in Jagh ire by Meor Goolam Mustafa : 
Pergunna Muh rabpoor, Pergunna Sudooja ,  Pergunna Lakka ,  Vil lage 

Kotree Koond, Village Dew�n, V illage Kusmanee Puranee. 
The following places transferred by the British Governm ent to the Raja of 

Jessulmere : 
Fort of Shahgurh , Fort of Sirdagurh , Fort of Gursea. 

The above li st i!, inclush· e of all the lands appert aining by usage to t he  several 
pl aces enumeratt: d in it. 

ScaEouu: No. 2, 

LIST of P laces �t present held by H is H ighness �leer Ali Morad, te be t rau s
ferred to th e British G overnment , und& Article XII. of the Treaty, on the 
1 st .Apri l  1 860 : 

All places whatsoever on th e West Bank of th e River Indus. 

T-he followih g places on the East Bank of the Indu s :  
Pergunna Kandra, Village Dadl o, Pergunna Oohra Beralo, Pergunna 

. Sh ehpuora Keeach ee, Village Meree Moola, Pergunna M eh rabpore, Per
gunna Sudooja ,  Pergunna Lakka , Vi lla ge Kotree Ko< nd, Vil lage Dewau, 
Vi llage Kusmanee Pu ranee. 

ScHEDULES framed on the supposition that the Treaty of Nownahar is all owed. 

ScHEDULR No. L 

LIST of Places on th e Ea.st Ban k  of t he  I ndus excepted from tli e  Cessions made 
by th e Bri ti sh Government to  His  Highnes� M eer Ali ;. Iorad, under Article IX. 
of the Treaty : 

The Town and En vi ron s (three m iles in radius) of Roree. 

Th e f ol lo_wi ng places formerly l ield in Jagh ire by Meer Goolam Mustafa : 
Pergunna Mehrabpoor, Perg 1mna Sadoo ja ,  Pergun na Lakka, Vil lage 

Kotree Koond, Vi l lage Dvwan, Village K usmanee Pu ranee. 
Th e follow ing places transferred by  the Brit ish G overnmeu t to the Raja of 

Jessulrn ere : 
Fort of Shahgu rh,  Fort of Si rdagurh ,  Fort of Ghursca. 

Th e above l ist is inclusive of all l ands appertainin g by usu ge to the several 
places enumera ted in it. 

73. SCHEDULE 
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ScHEDULE No. 2. 

LIST of Places at present held  by His Highness Meer Ali Morad, to be trans
ferred to the Bri ti sh G overnment, under Article XII. of the Treaty, on the 
1 st April 1 85 0 : 

All places whatsoever on the We�t Bank of the River Indus. 

The following places on the East Bank of the Indus : 
Pergunn a  M ehrabpoor, Pergu nna Sudooj a, Pergunna Lukka, Village 

Kotree Koond, Village Dewan, Village Kusmanee Purdn ee. 

L1sT of Places at present held by the Briti sh Government, to be transferred to 
Hi s Highness M eer Ali Morad, under Article XII .  of the Treaty, on the 
1 st A pril 1850 : 

Pergunn a  Gotkee, Pergunna Roree ( exclusi v e  �f the town of Roree and 
its environ�), Pergunna Teree Chanee Powaree. 

(True ex tract.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

(No. 1 09 of 1 850 .-Secret  Department.) 

From the Commissi oner in Scinde to the Right Honourabl e Viscount Falkland, 

My Lord, 
Governor and Presiden t  i n  Council, Bombay. 

IN con tinuation of my letter, No. 89, of the 1 5th instan t, wi th accompanying 
copy of a memorandum on the subj ect of the affai rs of his Highness Meer  Ali 
Morad, I have the hon our t o  transmit, for the information of your Lordsh ip in 
Council, copies of two memoran dums supplemen tary to the first, w hi ch the 
course of events rendered desirable should be l ai d  before the Most Noble the 
Governor-general during hi s l ate vi sit to thi s province ; nnavoi<lable circum
stances have preven ted my forwardin g these documen ts earli er. 

Kurrachec, 28 January 1 850. 

I have, &c. 
(si gned) R. K. Pri1igle, 

Commissi oner. 

SuP!'LEMENTARY MEMORANDUM. 

1 .  SI NCE my former memorandum was transmitted to the !\f ost N oble the 
Govern or-general, Shei k  Ali Hussain has arrived from Mooltan, and h as this 
day been examined in my presence by Lieu tenant  Younghusbanc:!, lieu tenant of 
police, relative to the fraud in the trea ty of Nonar, and the pri,·a te agreem ent 
be twee n  Meers Roostum an d Ali Morad. His fwi dence, which in al l m ateri al 
p oints confirm s his form er statemen ts, an d corroborates, h i l t with som e  varia
tions  in the detailfl, that obtH i n ed from other s ources, has been annexed to the 
docum en ts forming the appendices t o  m y  fo rm er memorandum. 

2. Lieu tenan t Younghusban d, whose assistance I have arniled myself of i n  
these inquirie�, informed me this morning that an emissary from th e A meer 
cam e  to him last ni ght wi th a present of gol<l to the amoun t of 1 7,000 ru pees, 
w hich has been placed under seal , an d deposi ted i n  the treasury of the depu ty 
coll ector of Sukkur. 

3. Lieu tenan t Farri ngton , the officiating col lector of Shikarpore, also i nformed 
me to- day that Mr. Teasdale, a European, in the servi ce of his Highness J\leer 
A li Mora d, waited upon him the day before yesterday,  wi t h  the offer of a prc:,;ent 
of jewels to a very l arg·e am oun t, on the part of the Ameer, w hi ch wag. 
declined. 

4. I note 
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4. I note these circumstances as indicative of the efforts his Highness appears 
to be making to influence the proceedings now i n  progress. 

9 January 1850. (s_igned) R. K. Pringle. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) Geo. lnverarity, 
Assistant Commissi oner. 

No. 88 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From the Commissioner i n  Sci.ode to S ir  H. M. Elliot, K.c . B., Secretary to the 
Government of I ndia with the M ost Noble the Governor-general. 

Sir, 
WITH · reference to the concluding paragrap h  of iny suppl ementary mem oran

dum on our relati ons with his Highness Meer Ali Morad, submitted to the 
Most Nobl e the Governor-general, under  date the 9th instant ,  I have the 
honour  to transmit copy of a deposition taken by my assistant ,  M r. Inverarity, 
the night before I l eft S ukkur, from t he person d eputed by his Highness with 
a present of gold coins to Lieuten ant Younghusband. 

2. I request that this tlocument may be annexed to  those which form the 
appendix. to my memorandum ,  marked (B.) , as being connected wi th the subject 
to which that series of d0<iuments relates. 

3. I ta ke  t his opportunity  o f  submitting, for the information of t he Governor
general, copy of letters which I have addressed, under dates the 1 4th and 10 th 
instant ,  to the G overnm ent of Bombay, on the subject of t h ese papers. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

On the Indus, 15 January 1860. Commissioner. 

Du ostTI0N of Duleh Khan, eon of Turrachu KhMkelie, in the service of His Highness 
Meer Alie Morad Khan of Khyrpoor. 

ON the night of the 8th January 1850 you were apprehended while bringing a present 
of 17,000 rupees, in J!:Old coins, &.c., to Lieutenant Youn!!husband, lieutenant of Upper 
Scinde police ; for what purpose did you bring it, and by whom were you i;em ? 

I am in the savice of h is H ighness Meer Ali Moratl, and was sent  by h im 1 0  give 
the o-old to Lieutenant Youn�husbaod. The Meer told me at Naich to t ake the gold ana 
give'° it t o  him, to secure his assistance 1hrou�hout  the accusations that Peer A lli Ghor, 
&c. were bringinit against his H ighness. He first sent me with 6,000 rupees, w hich J 
brougirt over to Sukkur ; and as 1 be Meer had told me that he �ou ld shortly send over 
more, I waited a day _or two, wht•n 8,000 ru pees_ more camP. over with my brot�er, _H ussein 
Alli, and t he remammg 3,000 rupees came agam after that by the bands of his H 1�hnees's 
se1vant, named Joomra Abra ; t l : is  last 3,000 ru pees was in gold, partly gold coms, and 
partly in gold lumps. With the otlier 14,000 rupees I purchast d gold in the bazaar from 
Chela Shroff and others. Chela is a Shikarporee. I sent for him from Shikarpoor, and 
purchased from him in all 10,000 rupees' worth ; the other 4,000 rupees' worth �as pur
chased at Roree, by my servant and brother, Hussein Al i ,  from a �hroff whose name I do 
rn,t recol lect .  My brother made the purchase of some of the gold at Roree, through the 
mt'an:1 of Sheekh Bala .  After I bad bought a l l  the gold, I brought it for Lieutenant 
Younghusband, when I was apprehended as afore stated, When the M eer, in his tent, 
told me to take the mrmev for Lieutenant Younghusband, there were present only himself, 
myself, anti my b�other ·Husseen �Ii ; Hott's_ing l�unnea was  aiso pre�e_nt a p_art of the 
time, but that w11s m the latter portion of the interview,  and then we 1o:ud no1limg of the 
matter in point before him. The 6,000 rupees aforesa id was made over 10 my pos,€ssion 
by Badul, a servant of the M eer. I um not now in the i;ervice of Meer M uhomed Khan, 
but formerly was, and, for the last 10 months, am a paid servant of the M eer, at 100 rupees 
per month . I hold a note of the Meer to 1 hut effect. I have also a small jaghire of two 
wells, and land attached thereto, at the v i l la�e Beraloo, nresented me by Meer Ali Morad 
about two and a half years ago, or thereabout. Besides t11e wells, I also get four kharwars 
of grain unnunlly. I quit1ed M t er l\l ahomtd Khan's service about three years ago, more 
or leu. Since my apprehension here, my lirother, Husseen Ali, has been placed in arrest 
by his Highness Meer Ali Morad. My brother, since then, has sent me several mes-

73. Q sages 
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sages through my servant Jyful, in view to my denying having been sent by the Meer 
for the above purpose, and also that I might state my having been seDt by l\leer M.ahomed 
Khan. 

T.he above is a true _deposition. 
(signed) Duleh Kha11 ud Turrachee. 

Given before me this day, 14th January 1860. 
(signed) 

(True copies.) 

Geo. ln'Oerarity, 
Assistant Commissioner. 

(signed) Geo. lrmerarity, 
As11istant Commissioner. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) .A. Malet1 Chief Secretary. 

M1nrnRANDUM of t.he first connexion of the British with Ali Morad Khan Ta.lpur. 
Prepared in the Foreign Office of the Government of I ndia, and made over 
to  the Government of Bombay during the recent stay of the M o�t N oble the 
Governor-general in Bombay. 

MEER SoHRAB was the rais or bead of the Khyrpoor branch of the Talpoors, 
and possessed the whole of Upper Scinde, which, at the time the British entered 
Scinde, yielded a revenue of 20,39,000 rupees. Meer Sohrab d ivided his country 
into four parts. Each of b is three sons, Meer Roostum, Meer Moobaruck, and 
Meer Ali Morc1d1 received one of these portions as his hereditary property ; and 
Meer Roostum, the eldest son, also had a life interest in the fourth part, which 
was attached t o  the Turban. Meer Sohrab regulated the succession in the fol-

s. 1843. lowing manner : " I d o  hereby make a will, to the effect, that upon my death 
2S Noveinber, No· 129• the Guddee and Turban of the chiefship shall devolve upon Meer Roostum Khan; 

in failure of Meer Roostum, they shall belong to l\If'er Moobaruck Khan ;  in 
failure of Meer Moorbaruck, they shall pass to Meer Ali Morad Khan." Meer 

s. 1843. 
18 January, No. 80 ; 
25 January, No. 62. 

s. 1843. 
Ir» February, No. 58. 

s. 1843. 
7 October, Nos. -483, 
484, p. l, 2, and 8. 

s. 1643. 
7 October, Noi: 3�7, 
493, and $00, P· 38. 

Moobaruck, the second son, died in 1839, so that when Sir Charles Napier was 
appointed to the authority over the territories of the Lower Indus, Meer Al i 
.\I orud was the heir apparent to the guddee. 

On the 1st December 1842, Sir Charles Napier informed the Ameers that, in 
consequence of certain infractions of treaty on their part, he was ordered by the 
Governor-general to confiscate Roree and the left bank of the Indus, up to the 
Bhawulpore frontier. His Excellency also des ired them to meet at Hydrabad, 
and suhscribe their names to a draft treaty which he had received from the 
G overnor-general. 

The confiscated territory y ielded an annual revenue of 6;10,500 rupees, and 
contained the following districts :-

Roree, Oob owrah, and Khyrpoor, Duhurkee ; Meer Roostum's ; 
Emamwah, Bhoong Bhara, Sukkur ; Subzulkote, one third to Meer Roostum , 

and two thirds to the Hydel"llbad Durbar. 
Ghotee, Syndpore, Shuttaya, and Mahasbar, Jamshara, . M'ahateyla, and Meer

poor, Maharee ; Meer Moobaruck's sons. 
s. 1843. Meer Roostum Khan, an old and imbecile man, alarmed at the intrigues and 

n January, �0
• 
61 ; machinations of his family, 1,ent a secret mess·age to Sir Charles Napier that he 7 0cto1>tr, i-o. 471, • • s· � I · I p. H, I:"> ; and No. 498. was anxious to place h1 mself u nder his protecti on. 1r Charles sent 11  m l 1e 

s .  18�3. • following reply, through Ali M orad : " I send this by your brother, his Highness 
7 0ctober, No. 4,3. M Al' '-4 d 1· I .  d . 1t· h '  Y to 

s. 1843. 
7 October, No. 302, 
pua. i ;  and No. 304. 

eer 1 tt1 ora ; bten to us a vice, trust yourse to 1s care. ou are o 
old for war ; and i f  battle begins, how can I protect you ? If you go w ith y our 
brother, you may either remain with h im, or I will send an escort for you to 
bring you to my camp, wh ere you will be safe. Follow my advice, it is that  of 
a friend. Why should I be your enemy ? If I was, why should I take this 
trouble to save you ? I thiuk you will believe me ; but do  as you please." 

Meer Roostum, in great. perturbation, took Sir Charles's ailvice. H e  made 
over all his possess ions to his sons, and proceeded to Deejee Khote, where his 
brother Ali Morad, a man of unbounded ambiti on and great tact, and consistent 

and 
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and unswerving in hie purpose of aggrandizement, lh·ed in baronial state. Meer 
&ostum afterwards declared, that although he had received the letter quoted 
above, and had followed the advice contained therein. he had never written to s. 1843. 
Sir Charles Napier that he wished to leave his family,· and place himself under !7��n'f.it�·.W· 
his Excellency's protection. He felt convinced, however, that such a message 
had been sent by some one. Be that as it may, he had not remained many days 
at Deejeekote, ere by a fonnal piece of writing in the Koran, he reduced himself s. 1843. 

be b . . h T h d r • f I d h 7 October, Nos. 303, 
to ggery y res1gnmg t e ur an, an trans,ernng every acre o an e pos-- 307, 308, and 479. 
sesst-d to his brother. In this deed of transfer several of tlie confiscated districts s. 1843. 
named above were improperly entered. This transaction was the origin of a ;\!:;Tit!°N:�m. 
controversy between Sir Charles Napier and Major Outram. It was also the (A..) 
Prinrinal cause of the " ar with the Ameer�. The Belochees swore that they s.m3• 7 ocLNo.412. r . . S.1843, 7 0cL No.306, 
would not sheathe their swords unless Meer Roostum were remstate<l as Rais. (B.) 

Sir Char1es Napier considered that he was not in.a position either to scrutinise s. 1843. 
the intrigues of A li Morad (supposinrr him to have been guilty of a1r1:) or to 7 October, No. 302, 

h . I I t'M J> , . t} 
J paru. 2, 3 ; No. 500, 

attac any we1g 1t to the excuse t 1at eer \.Oostum s actions were 1e emnna- p. 68. 
tions of imbecility. " Imbecility is not a legitimate excuse for rulers, I have 31 neee%�:/7No sas 
only to <leal with Meer Roostum's acts,'' wrote Sir Charles Napier. He found paraa. a, &. ' • ' 
that Ameer's abdication in favour of Ali Morad to he regular and forma], . and 7 Octo��:;.·473 
he felt himself bound to recognise the latter as Rais. At the same time, how- para.3 ; 30December, 
ever, he wrote to him, " I think your Highness wil l  do well not to assume the No

. 
3
\_ 1843. 

Turban. People will say that the English put it on your head against the wil l  7 October, No. •98. 
of Meer Roo�tum, but do as you please." Sir Charles Napier also sent word to 
Meer Roostum that he would like to have an interview with him, in order to 
hear from him persoually all he had done. This me88tge apparently poesessed 
such terrors for Meer Roostum that he immediately fled from Deejee Kote into s. 1843. 
the 0-.-sert. He afterwards declared that he had not reeeived Sir Charles's mes• ���;r�oN�i02. 
sage, and that he had been frightened away by his brother. s. 1843. 

7 October, No. 497, 
Meer Roostum shortly after went to Hyderabad in Lower Scinde, where v- 7 & ll ; mdNo.t•. 

nearly all the Ameers had assembled for the purpose of discussing the propriety 
of si�ning the draft treat.y �hich Sir Charles Napier had sent them. Here, 
at a conference between l\faJor Outram and the Ameers on the 8th Febmary s. 1843. 
1 843, Meer Roostum indignantly complained of tl 1c treatment_ he had received !7�.�.;.f:0;';.157. 
from his brother, Ali Morad, and retracted his resignation of the Turban. s. 1eta. 
" Would I resign my birthright of my own free will ? "  · 7 o«o�, No. 292, 

para. 6 , 1Dd No. 293, 

Ar. I . . h A d th f I b h paru. 3 to 8, & 13. 1ter some 1es1tat1on, t e meers agre� to e terms o t 1� treaty ; ut t ey s. 1843_ 
at the same time stated, that unless MaJor Outram would give a promise that 7 October, Nos. m & the Government of India would permit them to unite their forces against Ali 496

• 
Morad for the purpose of compelling that Ameer to yield the Turban to Meer s. 1843. 
Roostum, it would be out of their power to restrain their Beloochee retainers 7 <,?ctober, Noa. 4il & 

. f . I M . O . . 4
9,,

p
. 22, 23

,
&

29. from proceedmg to acts o v10 ence. aJor utram did not feel lnmself com- (C.) 
petent to give such a promise, and his house was attacked by an infuriated mul
titude. His gallant defence is well known. Sir C. Napier rapidly came up (D.) 
with his 2,500 trcops, and overthrew the hosts opposed to him at Meeanee on 15 M.! 

1
�

3
· 155 

the 17 th February 1843. The battle of Dnbba was fought on the 24th !VI arch, 7 Octobe;, N:. 491, 
and the conquest of Sein de was complete. P· •0 ; •nd No. aOO, 

p. 79, 80. 
s. 1843. 

Proposed Treatv with Ali Morad Khan Tal11oor. 7 October, No. 483, 
J p. 9. 

The Govemor -gen€fal was desirous of rewarding our three allies, Ali Morad, s. 1843. 
tl1e Khan of Bhawu1pore, and the Raowl of Jessulmere. To the Ameer he i5t�';!'; ::: ��directed the cession of a great portion of the territory which had been confiscated paru, 4, i ' 

in December 1842 ; to Bhawul Khan, the districts of 13hoong Bhara and Sub- 31 0e:��2rfo.S53. zulkote : aud to the Raowl of JesMJlmere the forts of Shahgurh, · Gnnseya, and 
some other forts, which were in the Desert. 

Ali Morad expressed great dissatisfaction with this arran�ement. He com- s. 1m. 
plained, that instead of being rewarded for his services, several pergunnahs to �

9�ctober, �;- 292,
7 which he had a right, had he.en taken away from him by the British. The fact m:=: io, �;·:

5 
' 

is No. 484, p. 22, 23, 16, 
• 27 ; & Nos. 494 & 500. ----------------------------- S. 1846. 

• Thia retraotation WIB invalid, according to Mahomed.an law. fiu Cona. 7 Oct. 1843 Noa i94 28 NoYember, NOL 
to 1g6. 1 ' 128 & 156, para. 3. 

Q 2  
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is, that the cou�try north of Roree, which had been confiscated by Sir Charles 
(E.) Napier, contained several dist1·icts which were afterwards entered in Meer 

1 Octo���!.'290, Roostum's deed of transfer. During the confusion which prevailed a short time 
--;,8' ;  and N111, 291 previous to the battle of Meeanee, Sir Charles Napier had permitted Ali Morad 
• · s. 11W1.' to t.ake temporary charge of these districts, as the kardars were appropriating 
31 ��2t0• 353• the revenues to themselves. Ali Morad seemed determined to grasp whatever paru. 0 • he possibly could ; on h is march to Hyderabad, shortly after the conquest, he 

entered, without permission, into the British districts of Sehwistan, and collected 
cash to a large amount from the produce of the rubbee and khurreef crops. 

2S N  s, :6N 132 Eventually, however, Ali Morad agreed to abide by our decisio11. " It is but °"111 ' 0' • justice to his Highness,'' wrote Sir Charles Napier, " to say, thitt although he 
claims much more than we could possibly allow to be just, be ended by assuring 
me that whatever the British Government decided he would be satisfied with. 

(F.) The attempt to get the most was natural and oriental. But the being content 
wi th what the British concede does him credit, and shows his good sense pre

(G.) vailing over the chicanery which those about him trv to force on him ." Ali 
21 Feb.�".J!:,5;9 to 62• Morad had been so dissatisfied at fir11t that he even ventured to depute, without 

s. 1846. the knowledge of the Governor of Scinde, a vakeel to the Supreme Government 
28 Nonmbei ,  N°·128• with " certain secret messages ; "  but the Governor-general refused lo receive 

this person. 

In order that a proper understanding on these matters might be established, 
it became necessary to draw up a written agreement between the Honourable 
East Indi a Company and Ali Morad .  Accordingly, on the 4th May 1846, Sir 
Charles Napier submitted a draft treaty for the approval of the Governor-general, 
with this remark, •• It is very desirable that the treaty should be concluded as 
soon as possible, as it will greatly tend to settlt Scinde.'' More than four years 
have now elapsed, and yet no final orders on the subject h ave been pa&sed.. Ali 

2!1N 
s. :sN 156 Morad's affairs were brought on the tapis in 1846, when Lord Hardinge met Sir 

para,
0;�m ' 0' 

' Charles Napier at Lahore ; but the requisite papers h aving unluckily been 1eft 
. . (H.) at Ferozepore, the subject could not be properly discussed. Pending the execu. 
Ditto, Ditto, P-a-t· tion of the regular treilty, however, Sir Charles Napier was directed to enter into 

s. l!W6. • a treaty of friendship and alliance w ith his Highness. 
28 No,., Noe, 154, 155, 

s. 1en. In :February 1847, Ali Morad expressed the greatest anxiety for the ratifica-
�!5?;':t�35r01· tion of a treaty, aud suspected that Sir Charles Nt1pier threw obstacles in the ' 

way . His Excellency informed him that there was no occasion for h im to be 
al armed ; t]mt proliably the Governor-general's attention had been so much 
absorbed in the iiffairs of the Punj aub, that he h ad not h ad time to investigllte 
h is Highness's claims ; since then every thing seems to have remained in 
abeyance 

• S. 1846. The proposed treaty is inserted below, with a few elucidative remarks appended 
aBNo9tlllber, No. l3l, to some of the articles • •  

" Art. I. The Honourable East India Company is the paramount power in 
India. 

" Art. II. H is Highness Ali Morad Khan, Talpoor, �s acknowledged as Rais, 
and as 1mccessor to all the l ands which were held by his Highness Met'r Roostum 
Khan, Talpoor, at the time the said Meer was overthrown in the battle of 
!\leeanee, and also the l ands conceded to his Highness by Meer Nusseer Khan 
Talpoor. These l ands were as follows : 

"Of Meer Roostum Khan. 
" 1. Kohchra Chor Abreja. 
" 2. Noushera. 
" 3. Kundiara. 
" 4. Ludda Gagon. 
" 5. City of Khyrpoor. 
" 6. Roree. 
" 7. Renee ( country of the Desert). 
" 8. Nara. 
" o. Forts of Sh ahgurh, Sird argnrh, 

&c. 

" IO. Oobowra. 
" 11. Khyrpoor Duhurkee . 
" 12. Emamwah. 
" 13. 9/28 share of Shikarpore. 
" 14, Mooghlee. 
" 16. • Chuoh and Mazarcha. 
1 1  16. Ropah . 
" 17. Bcordik a. 

& Aud 
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" And of Meer Nu s seer Khan (the elde st son of Meer Moobaruck). 
" 18. Meerpoor. 
" 19. Mathela. 

" 20. Muhurkee and the village 
of Dadlo." 

Remarks.-Nos. 6, 1 0, 1 1, 1 2, 18, 19, and 20 con stitute a porti on of the tract S. 1847. 
which was confi�cated in December 1 842, prior to the date of deed. Sir Charle s 31 December., No. 353• 

proposed to give them to Ali M orad as � reward for his fideli ty. 
The fort s of Shahgurh, Sirdarghurh , &.c. (No. 9), were made over to Je ssul

mere, and will be noticed by-and-by. 
All the above-name d  place s, including those ceded to Ali Morad by N usseer 

Khan ,  were entered in Meer Hoosturn' s deed of tran sfer, be side s  the following : 
1 .  Mm.ark.a. Thi s had ueen wre sted from Meer Roo stum by the Sikhs ; i t  s. 1m. 

was therefore ridiculou s for him to have mentioned i t  in the deed. · 31 December, No. 354. 

There was anotl1er place (Rojhan) which had beeu taken from Meer S. 1846. 
R b R . �- l h ' h A)' M d l 'd l . f' h 28 November Noa. oostum y unJeet ..,mg, an< to \\' 1c 1 ool"cl a1 a c aim a ter t e 140, 141 to 149, 151 
Sutlej campaign. & 152, 

2. Kushmoor. :\leer Roostum Jrnd no  righ t to tran sfer thi s ;  i t  belonged to 
Nu sseer Khan. 

3. Kutteera. 
4 & 5. Bhoong Bhara and Sub:.ulcote. s. 1842. 

T. d Bh l Kt b h G . · l' 28 December, No. 973. 
hese two were ma  e over to awu uan y t e overnor-genera s s. 1843. 

de sire. � JanllllJ, No. 64 ; 
U Febraary, Nos. !'19 

" Art. III. This treaty shall supersede all former treaties in the matters to to 61• 

which i t  refers. 
" Art. IV. Hi s Highne s s  the Meer Ali Morad Khan, Talpore, bind s him self 

not to c orre spond or enter into any treaty with any other Court or Power, except 
with th e knowledge and con sent of the Governor-general of India in Council. 

" Ar t. V. The Honourable Company, on the other hand, engage to protec t 
his Highne s s  against the oppression of every otht:r power. 

" Art. VI .  An exchange of terri tory shall take place with regard to certain 
villag£:s  and land s n ow in the posse ssion of the re spective contrac ting parties, 
viz., to hi s Highne s s  Ali Mo,dd Khan, Talpoor, the Honourable East India 
Company concede s in perpetuity the following pos se s sion s :  

(Ten districts and villages, not necessary to be named in this place.) 
" To the Honourable East India Company· h is Highne ss Meer Ali Morad 

Khan Talpoor, concede s in perpetuity the foll owing posse ssion s, in exchange 
for the foregoing di strict s or purgunnas of Boordika." 

(The halve s of 18 di stric ts and vi11ages.) 
Remarks.-On the 19th September 1843, Lord Ellenborough pointed out to S. 1843. 

Sir Charle s N apier that. the principle of exchanging lands of equal value in �t��• No. 3as, 
order to bring e state s  in to unbroken masses ,  might be applied with advantage to 
the, di strict s in Upper Scinde. Accordingly, in the foregoing Article, hi s 
Excellency proposed an exchange by which all Ali Morad' s  territory would be 
broulJ'ht upon one bank of the Indu s. " We shall now," wrote hi s Excellency, 
" hofd the right bank of the rher, wi th our posse s sion s  unbroken from it s mouth, s. 1846. 
and from Kurrachee to the Mooltan territory at Rojhan, on the west, and up to 28 November, No. 132. 
Now shera, on the east ;  from whence his Highne s s' s  territory will be in a com-
pact m ass, up to the territory of the Nawab of Bhawulpoor. I confo s s  I should 
h ave preferred that al l his Highne s s' s  territory should have been on the west, 
and ours on the east bank. But thi s  was impmcticable ; he could not resign 
Deejee-ke-Kote and Khyrpore, antl we could n ot give up Kurrachee. • • 
It w ou ld be very inconvenient both to hi s Highness and to us, if small tracts 
and villages belonging to him were situated in the midst of our possessions, and 
the contrary. Snch inconveuience is too evident to need being detailed." 

Art. VII. The G overnor-general approved of the exchange. (Provi des for the s. m&. 
co�tingency of the river changing its course in its passage through the terri- !:!ar;�ber, No. IM, 
tor1es of the contracting partie s.) 

73, Q 3 Art. 
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Art. VIII. The Honourable Company " engage not to interfere in any dispute 
which may hereafter arise between his H ighness and his subjects, whether those 
subjects be Ameers or other servants ; and his Highness has full powers to act 
towards his own people as an independent sovereign. Nor u-ill the Honourable 
Company permit armecl bodies of men, or armed individuals belonging to either 
of the contending parties, to enter or seek refuge within the territory of the Com
pany. And this rule is to be reciprocal. 

" Art IX. The subjects of both the cont.raeting parties shall be free to settle 
within tne territory of either power at the pleasure of the said individuals ; pro
vided always, that they bave permission to do so from the Government under 
whose protection they propose to dwell." 

Remarks.-Ali '.\Jorad objected to this article, and wished 'i t to run thus :-
s. 1846. " No person, whether guilty or i nnocent, being snbjccts o f  one of  the contract. �f:'���• Nos. ing parties, shall be allowed to settle in the country of tlie other." His reason 

was, that the British Government being very rich, could afford to make great 
remissions in the taxes of the people ; whereas it would be improper for him to 
depart from the established customs of his ancestors, e\'en if he could afford to 
do so. The consequence would be, that his subjects would flock over to the 
Company's territories. 

Sir Charles Napier considered Ali Morad's reasoning to be without a just 
s. 1846. foundation. The established custom of the Ameers, be said, had been to grind 

2S NOfelllber, No. l36. down the peasant by over taxation. " The Ameer complains, but he has the 
remedy in his hands. Let him be just to his labourers ; to consent to the unjust 
proposal of the Ameer would be to back up his oppression by the force of the 
Company's armies, and ensure frequent outbreaks among the people." 

s. 1846. 
28 Nofflllber, No. 166, 
para. 18. 

The Governor-general concurred with his Excellency. 
Art. X. (All murderers and traitors to be given up if they seek refuge within 

the territory of either of the contracting powers). 
Art. XI. (All merchandize, when sold, to be subject to the usual customs ;  hut 

no tolls to Le levied on tradi ng boats passing up or down the ri \·er). 
" Art. XII. That as the British Government have forbidden the inhabit •  

ants of Scinde to carry arms in public, so his Highness Ali :\lorad Khan Tal
poor is to forbid the wearing of arms by his subjects under the same rules which 
have been established by the Government Gf Scinde." 

s. 1846. Remark.s.-Thi s  is the last Article. Ali l\lorad objected to it. He urged that 
28 Nmmber, No. i39. his subjects were frequently obliged to throw away their pruning-hooks anJ 

betake themselves to their swords. " They are at times cultivators, and at other 
times soldiers ; and when they travel to a distance from Khyrpore i t  is neces
sary they should wear ar_ms." 

s. 1846. The Governor-general was of opinion that it would not be rxpedient to press 
�0i�ber, No. lS6, this article. " The rule is not enforced in our own territories, nor has it ever 

(K.) been imposed on anJ of our allies. It would, moreover, be impossible to enforce 
on his Highness' part at all times a compliance with this restriction ; and it is not 
expedient that in a treaty there should be any condition which can be habitually 
broken without invohiug serious consequences." 

Sir Charles Napier did not see any great d ifficulty in enforcing the article. 
s. 1847. " It is quite true," he said, " that the inhabitants of 1.,ther parts of India ha\'e 

:!r�ber, No, 3s3, not been prohibited from carrying arms ; yet I have done this in Scinde, and 
consider it to be one of the chief causes of tranquillity and safety to travellers in 
this country." 

The Forts made over to Jessulmere. 
This is the only point which remains to be noticed. 
The forts of Shahgurh. 
Goteyra, &c. are situ&.ted in the " Desert." 

s. 1847, From the statements of the Jessulmere authorities, it appears that they were December, No.3SO. built by the rulers of Scinde on land belonging to Jessulmere, and that ther-are 
now in a ruinous condition. Lord Ellenborough, perhaps with some polit�cal 

mot1re, 
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motive, 811' Sir Charles Napier suppOJed, ordered his Excellency to transfer the (L.) 
forts to J�sulmere, and to compensate Ali Morad for their loes by the cession of 7 0cto�1�:: 301 
landsex<:eeding t.heir value by one-third. Ali Morad was highly incensed when para. 4 ;  No. 358, • 
he heard of this order, and reluctantly withdrew his garrisons. It is doubtful ���) 
whether he has to this day received any compensation ; it does, not appear from s. 1847. 
these papers that he has. Sir Charles Napier had a great disinclination to pay 31 

(�
mber, No. 345• 

Ali Morad by a transfer of land, as he considered tlie land of Scinde to be very 
fertile, and expected that it would eventually yield a " vast rennue." 

" As far as I have been able to ascertain ," wrote his Excellency, " the value S. 1846. 
f h " · d h l Kl 28 NoTember No. 132. o t e ,orts 1s 4,17,000, an t e revenue t 1ey garn 1 6,460 1yrpore rupees ; ' 

from this•, deducting one-tenth, we get 3,75,300 Company's rupees ; and to * i. ,.from tbe nlaeof 
this add the value of the land, plus one-third, and the bill against us is very tbe for11. 

heavy. Now it appears to me fair that the Raja of Jessulmere should pay for 
the forts thus made over to him, and which he could never have taken by 
force." 

Sir Charles Napier was informed in reply, that the Governor-general pre- s. 1846. 
t ed · "al c N • k f h 28 No,ember, No. IS6 1err a terr1tori trans1er to a money payment. I o notice was ta en o t e para. I4• ' 

proposition to make the Jessulrnere Go\'ernment pay. foi· the forts. Indeed it 
would have been rather awkward to make such a demand upon the Maha 
Rawul ; he had already been in possession of the forts for nearly two years, and 
evidently considered them as gifts from the British Government. 

Sir Charles Napier again urged his objection to transfer any land to Ali s. 1847. 
Morad. " To pay his Highness by a transfer of land would be objectionable ; ��f:ril0

'
353' 

but I have no doubt that such a mode of payment might be negotiated." 
The money which Ali 1\forad had improperly collected at Sehwistan, amounted s. 1846. 

to 47,719 rupees ; Sir Charles Napier proposed to dcfor the adjustment of this �!f:"����!�6 
sum until the time came for paying the Ameer for his forts. para. 16. ' ' 

On the 15th October 1846  Ali Morad complained that the subjects of Jessnl- S. 1847. 
mere had made several aggressions on his territory, and had plundered, wounded, :!6�ber, N1>1. 

a�d m?rdered scvei:aI of his subjects. He took the opportunity of again urging 
his chums to these torts. 

The matter was referred for inquiry and report to the agent at Rajpootana, s. 1847. 
who was at the same time desired to furnish a :itaternent of the value of the 31 December, No.349• 

forts, and of the revenue of the lands which the Rawul obtained with them. 
In reply Colonel Southerland forwarded, without any remarks of his own, s. 1847. 

translations of certain papers which he l 1ad received from the Jessulmere vakeel. ;!f::'.'
ber

, NOi. 
It was stated in these papers that the Ameer's people, encouraged by the Ameer ' 
himself, had first assaulted the Maha Rawul's subjects, who were then compelled. 
to act on the defensive. The Jessulmere authorities hoped that strict injunctions 
would be issued to Ali Morad to prohibit any further aggressions on their lands. 
The vakeel wat1 unable to furni8h any accurate information regarding the value 
of the forts, and the net revenue of the lands attached to them. 

Colonel Southerland wa11 directed to procure detailed and accurate informa- (0.) 
tion, and to submit them, with his own rernurks, so as to enable the Governor- 31 in:�::,

7
No.S5t. 

general to come to a proper decision on the claims preferred by Ali Morad. (P.) 
Colonel Southerland stated in reply ( 4th June 1847), " Jessulmere is the first s. 1847. 

state which I intend to visit on the opening of the season, and I shall then 31 December, No.352-

have an opportunity of furnishing the information requinid by the Governor-
general." 

Here, in a most abrupt and unsatisfactory manner, ends the correspondence 
regarding Ali Morad, leaving several questiuns unanswered. 

Does the amount which Ali Morad improperly collected in Sehurstan remain 
unadjusted ? Has he given up his claims to Rojhan ? \\,'hat about tlie com
pensation which we promised him for the Desert forts r If he has been com
pensated by a transfer of land, what was the estimated value of the forts, and 011 

what rlata was such an estimate formed ? Do his di�tricts lie intermingled with 
those of the British, or have all his territories been brought in an unbroken mass 
on one Lank of the river, in anticipation of the treaty ? 
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The want of a correct map of the Kh yrpore terri tory was the principal cause 
of th e delay which has taken place i n  settli ng th ese questions. We called for 
a _map on  the 24th October 1846, and on  the 12th February last were furnishe d 
with a copy of one, showing th e positions of the distri cts and villages named in 
Arti cles II .  and VI . of the Draft Treaty. 

Simla, 5 July 1849. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by th e Right Hon. the Go\'crnor, concurred in by h is Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief and the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

WE have recently had t he advantage of hearing the sentiments of Lord Dal
housie  on  the subj ect of our relation s with Alee Morad, especially wi th reference 

. to the suspi cion s whi ch attach to him of fraud i n  substituting a l eaf i n  the treaty 
,vi th th e late Meer Roostum Khan, whereby (if these suspicions prove true) he 
has hitherto enjoyed certain pergunnahs i nstead of villages of the same names. 

2. I t  would appear that Mr. Pringl e, th e Commi ssioner in Scinde, being 
satisfi ed with the inquiry that  has a lready taken place, is i ncl ined to recommend 
that w e  should proceed to act almost as w e  should do were Alee l\foorad's guilt 
undeniably established ; for h e  i s  of opinion that we should otier to Alee Morad 
such terms as we may d eem i t  right that h e  shoulrl accept ; and o n  the appear
an ce of an y h esitation or indication of intended refusal on  his part, that we 
should  compel h im to yield by a threat of exposure, and the di sgrace that woul d 
accom pany it. 

3. This proc�eding, shou ld Alee Moorad persist i n  d enyi ng th e fra ud imputed 
to him and deman d in quiry, wouid place us i n  such a false position that  I cannot 
concur i n  l\lr. Pringle's suggestion ; a nd I prefer to mak e  an open and impartial 
investigation i nto the con duct of the Am eer, that he may be absolved from all 
suspicion i f  innocent, and that i f  guilty there may be no room for doubt as to 
th e justice of the measures we  may take. 

4 .  With reference to the importan ce of the case, th e high rank and position 
of th e accused pa rty, and the serious consequences that may follow a formal 
examinat ion into b i s  past proceedings,  I am unwilling to adopt a finui course on 
the evidence col lecteu 01· th e opinion formed by a singl e individual, how ever 
able and d eserving  of confid en ce, and I therefore propose to a ppoint  a commis
sion to assemble at Suk kur for the purpose of i nvestigating all the circumstances 
connected wit h  th e all eged fraud, rccei\'ing Alee Mooracl' s explanation, and, 
when the inquiry i s  closed , reporting the result to Government, w ith their 
opin ion . I woulJ nam e the Commission er, Mr. Pringl e, president of thi s  com
mission, and Major J. Jacob, Commandant of the Sci n<l e  Horse, and Major W .. 
Lang, Political Agen t  iu Katteewar, members. 

5 .  They should L e  inst ructed to assemble a s  soon as possible, u nd to conduct 
thi s  grave  inquiry w i th t he utmoi,t preci sion and celerity, so that no time may 
be lost, and no point may remain i n  doubt. 

o. As this miE-sion will remove Major Jacob and Major Lang but for a short 
tim e  from their ordinary duti es, these should be performed by their immediate 
1mbordi natts, under the usual rules. 

As -Major Lang will be put to very considerable expense as wel l  as inconve
n ience by  being obliged to leave Kattywar at this season, I would propose that 
h e  be allowed a speci;il deputation allowance of 500 rupees pe1· mensem , s ubject 
to the confirmation of  the Go,·ernmen t  of I ndia. 

21 February 1 850.  (signed) 

(True copy.) 

Fa/Hand. 
W. Cotton. 
D. A. Blant. 

(sign ed) A. Malet, Chi ef Secretary. 
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MnmTE by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, concurred in by His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

I THINK under all the circum stances of thi s case, the course sugge sted by the 
Right honourable the Governor i s  the Liest that can be adopted. 

21 February 1850. 
( signed) J. P. Willoughby. 

W. Cottoo. 
(True copies.) 

· ( signed) A. Malet, Chief Sec1·etary. 

rifo. 49 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From A . .Jlalet. Esq .• Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, t o  R. K. Pringle, E sq. , Commis s ioner in Scinde. 
Sir, 

W1m reference to the document s submitted by you t o  the Most N oble the 
Go,•ernor-general ,;f Ind ia ,  on the oc�asion of hi s Lordship'i; recent vi sit to Scinde, 
and to your letters of the number s aud date s noted in  the margin•, regard ing • 1'.o. 8g, dated 
the relat ions of the Brit ish Government with h is Highnes s Alee l\J orad ,  of Khyr- 1 5  January 1 8.so; 
pore, an d m ore part icularly to the charge which lias been preferred against h i s  No/

09, date: 
Higlmess of having·, w ith  the ,· iew of defraud ing the British Government, sub sti- 118 anuary 1 5G. 
tuted a leaf in the trea ty w ith tlie late .Meer Roo stum Khan, ceding to him a 
pergunnah instead of a vilhtge of the same name, I am now d irected to commu-
nicate to you the following ubsen·ations and in structions. 

2. The charge advanced against h is Highne s s  i s  of a very serious nature, and 
prima facie seem s to he supported by strong ev idence. But the Righ t l ionour
able the G overnor in Counc il caIJn ot concur in y our suggest ion that G overnment 
should at once proceed to pronounce Alee Morad guilty of the ba se fraud imputed 
to h im, and to treat h im indirectly as a gu ilty man, without first calling upon 
him to answer the charge, and afford ing h im an opportunity if in hi s power 
or ref'uting it. 

3. Hi s Lordi;h ip in Council ha s therefore re solve d  that a further full and 
complete inve stigation should be made into the conduct of the Ameer, in order 
that he may be absoh·ed from all su spicion if innocent, or that, if really guilty, 
there may be no rea son to que stion the ju stice of the mea sure s which it may 
become necessary to adopt against him. 

4. And with reforetJ.ce to the im portance of the ca se, the high rank and posi
tion of the perty acculled ,  an d the cou st:qtiences which may follow,  the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council is of opinion that a Commission should be 
appointed for the purpose of investigating all the circumstance s connected with 
the a l leged frau d  ; receiving any explanation which hi s Highness Alee Morad 
may desire to afford ; and, wbeu the inquiry bu s clo sed, reporting the result, 
with tht'ir opinion to Government. 

5. Hi s Lord sh ip in Council ha s therefore determined to appoint a Commissi on, 
composed of yourself as pl'c sident, and Major Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar, 
and Major John Jacob, Superintendent antl Commandant on the frontier of Upper 
Scinde, a s  members. 

6. Thi s  Commi s sion wiH a ssemble forthwith 11t Sukkur. You will place before 
it all the documentu ry and oral evi<lence io your posile s sion connected with the 
subject of inqu iry ; bu t the proceedings of the Commis si on are to c ommence de 
now, a nd a s  lar as practicable a ll the ev idence is to be taken over again, so as 
to afford the accused the opportunity of cross-examination, either in per son, should 
he desire it, or by vakeel. 

7. His Lordship in Council relie s on the Commi s sion conducting the inquiry 
with precision and impartiality, so that no time may be unnecessarily lost, and 
no  point may be left in doubt, an d that a s  11iuch courte sy and regard for the 
feelings of hiij H ighnei: s Alee :M orad will be shown, a s  i s  consistent with the 
chief object of Government, eliciting the truth. 

73- R 8. Major 
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. �- Maj or . Lang h as this day been. direct ed to. pr�ceed �ith all practicable expe
d1t1 on to  Scmde, and place himself m commumcauon wi th you, and Major Jacob 
�ar, also been informed of h is having been appointed a member of the Commis
si on. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay C astl e, 26 February 1 850. 
( signed} A.  Malet, 

C hief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A.. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 50 of 1800.-Secret Departmeut. 

From A. Malet, Esq. ,  Ch ief Secretary to Governmen t, Bom bay, to Major 
W. Lang, Politi cal Agent, Kattywar. 

Sir, 
I .  I AH directed by the Right h on ourable the Governor in C ouncil to inform 

y ou that h e  h as been pleased to appoint y ou a member of a C ommission which 
has been directed to assemble forthwith at  Sukkur, for the purpose of inquiring 
into a subj ect, the particulars of which will be communicated to  y ou by the 
p resident of this Commission. R. K. Pringle, esq. ,  Commissioner in Scinde, ha.a 
been nominated president, and yourself and Maj or J. Jacoh, members. 

2. On the receipt of these instructions you will he  pleased to deliver over 
charge of your office to your first ass istant, and, placing yourself in comm unica
t ion with Mr. Pringle, p roceed, at your earl iest convenience, either to Kurrachee, 
or to Hyderabad, in Scinde, as you may con sider best calculated to expedite the 
assembly of the Commission at Sukkur. 

3. Whilst employed on this duty, his Lordsh ip in Council is pleased to assign 
y ou a special deputation all owance of 500 rup ees per mensem, subject to the 
confirmation of the Government of India. 

I h ave, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 25 February 1850. 
(signed) A. Male,J, 

Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) ..d..  Mal.et, Chief Secretary. 

No. 61 of 18�0.-Secret Department. 

From A. Makt, Esq. ,  Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, t o  Major Jt1cob, 
Pol itical Superi ntendent and Commandant on th e Frontiers of Upper Scinde. 

S ir, 
I .  I AM directed by the Righ t honourable the Governor in C ouncil to  inform 

you that h e  has been pl eased to appoint you a memher of a Commission  which 
h as been directed to  assembl e  forthwith at Sukkur, for the purpose of inquiring 
int o  a subj ect, the particulars of which will be communicated to y ou by the 
president of this Commission� R. K. Pringle, esq. ,  Commissioner in Sciooe, 
has been nominated president, and yourself an<l Maj or Lang, members. 

I h ave, &c. 
( sign ed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. Bombay Castle, 25 February 1 s5·0. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A . ...  Halet, Chief S ecretary. 
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No. 19 of 1860.- Secret Department. 
From A. Malet, Esq. , Chief Secretary to G overnment, Bombay, to 

Sir H. M. Elliot, Bart., Secretary to the Governm eDt of India. 
Sir, 

1 3 1  

Tax Commi ss ioner i n  Scinde hav ing laid before thi s Go.vernment a copy of 
the document-; whi ch he had the honour to submi t to the Most Noble the 
Governor-general of India. on the occasi on of his Lordship's recent vi si t  to the 
province of Sci nde, on the subj ect of th e . relations of the British Governm ent 
with his Highness Meer Ali Morad, of Khyrpoor, I am desired to report, for the 
information of his Lordship in Cou ncil, that t hi s  Government, not concurring in 
the suggestions of the Commi ssi oner i n  Scinde for the disposal of this case, it h as 
been considered necessary, for reasons m entioned i n  the accompanying copy of a 
minute , recorded by thi s  Governm ent on the 21 st i nstant, to appoi nt a Corumis
sion, c onsisti ng of the oficer.s nam ed in the mhrgin •, to investigate the circum
stances connected with th e fraud which the Ameer i s  alleged to have com mitted, 
in order that a full and impartial i nvestigation may be secured to h is Highness 
before the adoption of any measures whi ch it may be found necessary to take. 

2. In reporting the above proceeding�, I nm d esired to sol ici t the sanction of 
h is Lord shi p  i n  Counci l to  a special deputati on of 500 rupees per men sem to 
Major Lang, the Political Agent in K attywar, during the time that offieer may 
be employed on t.he Commission , as he will be put to very considerable expense 
as well as inconvenience by being obli ged to l eave Kattywar at the• present 
season. 

A copy of the i nstructi ons issued to th e Comm ission is annexed, for the infor
mation of his Lordship in {.;ouncil. 

I have, 8r.c. 
(signed)  A.  Mal.et, 

Bombay Ca&tle,/2o February 1860. Chief SecretMy. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 445 of 1860.-Secret Depttrtment. 
From R. K. Pringle, Esq ., Comil_lissi oner i n  Sein de, to the Right HonourRbltl 

Vi scount Falkland, G overnor and Presid ent i n  Council, Bombay. 
My Lord, 

I .  WITH reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter, No. 49, date d t he 
25th ulti mo, I ha,·e th e h onour to request I may be  i nformed whether i t  is 
the wish of Government that the  Commi ssion appointed to i nquire i n to the 
conduct of his Highness Meer Ali Morad sh ou ld confine i ts  inquiri es to 
the charge of fraud in the treaty of Noonar, or extend them to  other matters of 
supposed bad faith on the part of h i s  H ighness. As for instance, the alleged 
suppression of the private a greem ent between h imself and Meer Roostum, and 
the i nterception of the J ettier from Meer Roostum ,  transmitti ng it to Sir C harles 
Napier. 

2 .  I a lso beg to be  i nformed whether when the Commi ssion shal l  have cl osed 
its proceedings and submitte d its report, i t  should wait at Sukkur until the orders 
of Government are received. 

3. I submit these points thus early to prevent the delay which would be caused 
by references at so great a distance,  and when the advanced period of the season 
may retard the communication� 

I have, &c. 
( sign ed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commissioner in Scinde. 
Sci:nd e  Commissioner's Office, Kurrachee, 

5 March 185&. 
(True copy. )  

(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 
MINUTE 

* R. K. Pringle, Es11., Commissioner in Scinde, president ; Major W. Lang, Political Agent in 
Kattywar, member ; Major J. Jacob, Political Superintendent and Commandant on the Scinde 
frontier, member. 
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MINUTE by the Right honourable the Governor, subscribed to by the Board. 

I THINK it w ould be both useless and highlv inexpedient for the Commission 
to enter on t he investigation of an y acts of Al i Morad w hich do not directly 
bear on the matter into w hi ch they are charged to examine. 

The Commission m ay separate immediately on h aving sen t  in their report 
unless th ere b.e so serious a difference of opinion among the members as to rende; 
a reference to Government necessary. 

1 2 M arch 1850.  

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Fa/Irland. 
W. Cott(Jft. 
J. P. IYilloughhy. 
D. A .  Blane. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 68 of 1 850.-Secret Department. 

From A. Makt, Esq., Chief Secretary to G o,·ernment, Bombay ,  to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq. , Com missioner iu Scinde. 

Sir, 
1 .  I AM directed to  acknow]edge the receipt of your letter, No. 445, dated the 

6th instant. 
2. In reply t o  the 1st para., in which you request instructions w hether the 

Commission appointed to inquire  into the conduct of his Highness M eer Ali 
. Moorad should confine  its inquiries to the charge of fraud i n  the treaty of 
N oonar, or extend th em to  other matters of supposed bad faith on the part of 
his Highness, I am desired by the Right h onourable the Govel'nor i n  Council to 
inform you, that the Commission should not enter on th e investigatio n  of any 
acts of the Ameer w hich do not directly bear on the m atter into whi ch ,  by the 
in structions communicated to you in my letter of th e 26th ultimo, they h ave been 
charged to examine, t he circumstances connected with the alleged substitution of 
a leaf in  the treaty wit h  the late M eer Roostum Khan, in which the cession to 
h im of a purl,1:unnah instead of a v illage of the same name is entered. 

3. With reference to your 2d  para. , I am desired t o  state, that the Commission 
m ay he considered as dissolved immediately on its report  being forwarded to 
Government, unless there be such serious difference of opinion am ong its members 
as to  render a reference to Government necessary. 

I have, &c. 
(sign ed) A.  Malet, 

Bombay Castle, 1 3  March 1850. Chief Secretary. 
(True copy.) 

(sign ed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

G eneral , :r,,.; o. 91 of 1850.-Political Department. 

From the Pol itical Agent i n  Kattywar to A. A-la/et, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 
IN a cknowledging t h e  receipt of your letter of t he 25th ultimo, No. 5 0 ,  in the 

SPcret Department, I h ave the honour to. forward, for th e infor!Il�tion �f G,o!ern
m ent, copies of my letters to m y  first 11;ss1stant a nd the Comm1ss1on er JU :S�mde, 
on the  subject of it, and h ope my makmg over charge of the agency ,  without 
, eturning to Raj cote, w il l  b e  sanctioned as a special case . 

. I have, &c. 
(signed) T¥illiam Lang, 

Kattywar Political Agency, Political Agent. 
Camp, Velawuddur, 3 M arch ·1860. 
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No. 89 of 1 860. 

'From the Political A gent in Kattywar to Captai n  Aston, First Assistant Poli tical 
Agent, Kattywar. 

Sir, 
I HA.VB the honour to inform you that I have bee n  directed, in a letter from 

Mr. Chief Secreta1·y MaJet, in  the Secret Depa rtment, under date the 26th 
ultimo, to proceed to Sukkur, i n  Scinde, with the least .practicable delay, after 
making over charge of this agenr.y to you, for the purpose of acting as a member 
of a Com mission which has been directed to assemble at that place, and I beg 
therefore to request that you w ill have the goodness to return to  Rajcote, and 
assume charge accOTdingly, furnishing me after you have done so w ith the usual 
receipts for the Treasury, for transmission to the A ccount Department. As my 
proceeding by sea t o  Kurrachee at th is season of the year would i n  all proba
bi lity  cause considerable delay in the a ssem bly of the Comm ission, my present 
purpose is to cross the Runn t o  Cutch, and proceed by land direct t o  Hyderabad ;  
and as I shal l go by Halwud, I purpose remain ing at that place till I hear of 
your; having taken charge, and can ruu into Rajcote for a night, should there be 
a nything to  render thilS necessary, but as this would delay m e  a little I w ish t o  
.avoid it if possi ble, and shall wrward a copy  of th is com munication to G overn
ment, in order  that my delivering over  charge to you without v isiting Rajcote 
may be sanctioned as a special case. Th� English and native establishments • 
.and all the records with me, shall be sent  t o  you on my departure, and I shall 
hereafter acquaint you with a ny business there may be requiring your immediate 
attent i on, and can run into Rajcote, as already stated, for a night should 
anyth ing occur which may appear to render this necessary. 

I ha,•e, &c. 

Kattywar Pol it ical A gency, 
Camp, Velawuddur, 3 March 1850. 

{signed) Jfllliam Ltmg, 
Political Agent. 

No. 90 of 1850. 

From the Politica l  Agent in Kattywar to R. K. Pringle, Esq. , Commissioner in · · 
Sci nde. 

S ir, 
HAVING been directed in a letter from Mr. Chief Secretary Malet, dated 

25th ultimo, to place myself in communication with you, in referen ce to the 
-Commission ordered to assemble at S ukkur, of which you have been appointed 
president, and Maj or J. Jacob and myself mem bers, I have the h onour to inform 
-you that a s  soon as  I can make over charge of thi s  agency to Captain Aston, 
who is at present on the western coast of Kattywar, I purpose proceeding 
through Cntch direct to Hy derabad, in Scinde, unless otherwise instructed 
by you, as I am likely I th ink to  reach Sukkur by that route m uch sooner than 
•by proceeding by l!ea t o  Kurraehee at this season of the year in a sailing vessel. 
If you wil l kindly address your reply to the care of Lieutenant Raikes, assi stant 
political agent i n  Cutch , I w ill make arrangements for its reaching me by rui 
d irect a route as possible ; and you would fu rther oblige me by  givin g the 
necessary i nstructions for m y  receiving  a passage up the river to Sukkur, i n  any 
steamer which may be likely t o  leave Hyderabad towards the end of this month, 
when I hope to reach that place .  

I ban, &c. 
(si gned) Wiliian, Lang, 

Kattywar Polit ica l  Agency, 
Camp, Velawudd ur, 3 March 1860. 

Political Agent. 

3. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) William Lang, Political A gent. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Ch ie f  Secretary. 
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MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred i n  by the 
Honourable Board. 

MAJOR Lang's proceedings may be approv ed. 
{signed) Falkland. 

1 2  March 1850.  

(True copy. )  

J. P. Willotlglwy. 
D. A.  BlaM. 
W. Cotton. 

(signed) .A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 69 of 1850 .-S ecret Departm ent. 

From A. Malet, Esq . ,  Chi ef Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Major 
W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge th e receipt of your letter, No. 91, dated the 3d 

i nstant, reporting the circumstances u nder which y ou had made over cha� of 
the Kattywar Agency to your first a�sist;\nt, wi thout returning to R ajkot, and to 
inform you that your proceedings are approved by  the Right honourable the 
Governor i n  Council. 

Bombay Castle, 
1 3  M arch 1850 .  

(True copy.) 

I h ave, &c. 
(signed) A. Malet, 

Chi ef Secretary. 

( si gned) ,d.  Malet, Chief S ecretary. 

No. 523 of 1850 .-Pol i ti cal Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right H onourable Viscount Fal!tlandt 

Governor and Pres ident i n  C ounci l, Bombay. 
M_y Lord, 

WITH reference to Mr. C hi ef S ecretary Malet' s  l etter, No. 49, dated tlte 26th 
ultimo, I have the h onour to  inform your Lordship i n  Council that I propose 
leaving th is for Sukkur, as soon as I learn from Major Lang, with whom I am 
in communicauon, the probabl e  date of h i s  arrival at Hyderabad, i n  order that 
w e  may proceed together u p  the r iver from that plac e. 

Kurrachee, 1 5  March 1860 .  
I have, &c. 

(si gned) R. K. Pri11,gle, 
Commissi one r in  Sci nde. 

(True copy.) 
(signed)  A. }.Jalet, Chief S ecretary. 

N o. 470 of 1 850.-Foreign Department . 

From Sir H. M. Elliot, K. c .  B., Secretary to the Gov ernment of India, to 
A. Malet, Esq., Chi ef Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Si r, 
I AM directed to acknowledge th e r eceipt of your despatch ,  No. 1 9, dated tlie 

25th February, respect ing the appointment of a Commission to inquire into cer
tain circumstances rel at ive to the tenure of som e  pergunnahs instead of \·i llages 
<.>f the same name by his Highness Meer Ali Morad Kh an,  under a grant of the 
nte Meer Roos tum Khan . 

2 .  The 
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1. The Governor-general in Council is pleased to sanction the proposed 
grant of a special deputation allowance of 500 rupees per mensem to Major 
Lang, the Political Agent in Katteewar, who has been nominated one of the 
aembers of the Commission. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. M. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 
Fort William, 21 Marcb 1850. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, ChiefSecretary. 

No. 88 of 1 860. 

From H. E. Goldsmid, Esq. ,  Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
E. E. Elliot, Esq., Accountant-general, Bombay. 

S ir ,  
I AH directed by  the Right honourable the GOl,·ernor in Council to inform Secret Depart. 

you, that undt>r the authority of the Most Noble the Go,ernor-gener-dl oflndia in ment. 

Council, a special deputation allowance of 500 rupees per mensem has been R,.5oo. 
granted to Major Lang, Political Agent in Katteewar, wltilst employed as a mem-
ber of a Commiuion which has been directed to aseemble at Sukkur. 

I have, &c . 
. (signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Bombay Castle, 1 5  April 1860. 
Secretary to Government. 

(True copy .) 
(signed) A. Maic:t, Chief Secret.ary. 

No. 89 of 1850. 

From H. E. Goldntid, Esq. ,  Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
William Simson, Esq., Civil Auditor. 

Sir; 
l •• directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to inform you Secret Depart

that under the authority of the Most Noble the Governor-general of India in ment. 

Council, a special deputation allowance of 600 rupt>es per mensem has been ·R,. 500. 
granted to Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Katteewar, whilst employed as a 
member of a Commissiou wh ich has been directed to assemble at Sukkur. 

I have, &e. 

Bombay Castle, 1 6  April 1 850. 

(signed) H. E. Gold,mid, 
Secretary to Government. 

(True copy.) 
(si gned) .A. JJ,J a lei, Chief Secretary. 

General, No. 104 of 1850.-Political Department. Government, 

From Major William Long, Political Agent in Kattywar, to .Arthur Malet, Esq., 
Chief Secl'etary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the.honour to inform you, that having disposed of the business I had 

more immediately on hand, I left Hulwud on the 15th instant for Wagur, and 
having after my  arrival there received Mr. Pringle's reply, to the effect that he 
expected to be at Hydrabad about the time I was likely  to reach that place, and 
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could give me a passage to Sukkur in  the river steamer he intended proceeding 
in himself, I have continued to make as long marches as due consideration for 
the heal th of the people with mP. would admit of at this season of the year ; and 
I hope to cross the Runn to Ballyarn to-morrow n ight, and to get to Hydrabad. 
early next month. 

2- Having a number of things, however, sti ll on hand, which I can dispose 
of with less trouble than i t  would take Captain Aston to acquaint himself with 
the former proceedings regarding them, I have brought on one of the English 
writers of the Agency with me, and shall forward the different letters, ati l can 
get them and the accompaniments copied, to Captain Aston, for his informa
tion, and for submission to you. I hope this will be approved ot� as I shall 
have a good deal of leisure on the march ; and it will be some assistance to 
Captain Aston , who will find a ll his ti me fully taken up with the current duties 
of the office. I have also taken a chous and 1 0  Arabs from the Rajcote irregular 
infantry, and two of the Agency police horsemen, �s an escort, together with a 
few peons, which  will, I doubt not, be sanctioned. Having no other tents with 
me when I received your order, and there being no time to get them, I have also 
brought two of the Agency tents and a few rowtees with me. 

3.  My unexpected departure prevented my making the tour which I had 
commenced through Ihallawar ; and the information required by Go,·ernment 
regarding the affairs of Jinjoowarra and Choora must therefore, I fear, stand over 
till next cold season , as it cannot be furnished satisfactorily without visiting 
these places. There will also be the same delay with the Limree and \Vudwan 
accounts, which require to be tested on the spot, but as they are not, I fancy, 
very urgently required by Government, this will not, I hope, signify much. All 
pending business of importance I have brought to Captain Aston's notice ; but 
there are so many matters which I had commenced necessarily left unfinished by 
my departure, and Captain A5ton will fin<l the current  work of the Agency so 

. heavy, particularly if not allowed another assistant duriug my absence, that I 
consider it most desirable that I should not be detai 1 1ed in  Scinde longer than 
may be absolutely necessary ; and I trust, therefore, when the proceedings of the 
Commission are finished, if there appears no probability of our having to re
assemble, that Government wil l  be pleased to authorize Mr. Pringle to let me 
lea,·e at once, sending the fair copy of the proceedings after me, if necessary, 
from their length, for signature, so as to enable me to return to Kattywar bPfore 
the rains, which, if the sittings of the Commission continue for any time, is as 
much as l shall be able, with every expedition, to accomplish . 

Khowra, in the Puchum, 
25 March 1 8 5 0. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) William Lang, 

Political Agent. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary . 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the Honourable 
Mr. Blane, and by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chic[ 

1\-IAJoR LANG's proceedings may be approved . 
The decision of Government relative to the departure of the members of the 

Commission was communicated to Mr. Pringle on the 1 3th March last. I have 
no objection (the otl1er provisoes being attended to) to Major Lang's departurt:', 
previous to the completion of the fair copy of the proceedings of the committee,. 
as his presence in Katteewar is urgently required. 

26 April 1 850. 

(signed) 

(True copy. )  

Falkland. 
D. A .  Blane. 
TY. Cotton.  

(signed) A . .1.}lalet, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 102 of 1850. -Secret Department. 
From H. E. Galdsmid, 'Esq. ,  Seeretary,to Government, Bombay,rto 

Major W. Lang, Political Agent in  K atteewar. 
S ir, 

1_37 

I AM directed to  acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 39, dated the 25th 
March last , reporting your departure-to Scinde, on the duty· therein-mentien ed, 
and to inform you that the Right h onourable the Governor in Council approves 
of your proceedin gs therein reported. 

2 .  With reference to  the last , para. of your letter, I am desired to furni sh you 
with an extract, para. 3, from a comm unicati on,, acldressed by Mr. Chief S ecre
tary Malet, un der date the 13th March last, to the Commissioner in Scinde, and 
to i nform you that (th e other prov isoes, therein made, bein g attended to) ,  h is 
Lordship i n  Coun cil has n o  objecti on to your returnin g to Kattywar, where your 
presence is urgently required, previous to the completion of the fair cqpy of the 
Commissi on's proceedings. 

Bomb1y Castle, 7 l\Iay 1850. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. ,E. Goldsmid, 

Secretary to Governmen�. 

No. 1 09 of 1·850. 
Co.PY of the above letter to be sent to Mr. Pring le  for information with reference 

to Mr. Chief Secretary Ma] et' s communication, dated the 13th March last, 
No. 68. 

Bombay Castle, 7 �fay 1850. 
( si gned) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Secretary to Government. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

PROCEEDINGS of the C o1nnss1o'r-: appointed to  investi gat e  the Conduct 
of his Hi ghness MEER ALLEE M oor"AD. 

India Political Department. 

1851.-Secret Department , B ombay Castle, No. 9, dated the 17th January 185 1. 

Copy of a Letter from the Commissioner in Scinde, dated the 8th May, No, 840 of IMO. 
No. 16, 

SuBHITS the proceedings of the Commission appointed to inveetigate the circumstances oonnected 
with a fraud alleged to have been perpetrated a�ainst the Briti�h Government by his Highness 
Ali Morad, of Khyrpore, in the treaty of Nownahar, by means of which his Highness obtained 
. possel!IJion of certain purgunnas instead of villages of the same name. 

N o. 840 of 1850.--Secret Department. 
From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourabl e Viscount Falkland, 

'Governor and President in C ouncil, Bombav. 
· l\fv Lord, 

I HAVE herewith the hon our to transmit the Proceedings of the Commission 
appointed to investi gate the conduct uf his Highn ess Meer Allee Moorad, under 
the instru cti ons contained in Mr. Chief S ecretary Ma let's letter, No. 49, <l ated 
the 25th February last. 

J have, &c. 

Sukkur, 8 May 1850. 
(sign ed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commissi on er. 

73. s 
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LIST of Accompaniments to the Commissioner's Letter, No. 840, dated the 8th May 1860, 

Proceedings, with Opinion of the Commission attached to them • • p. 131, 

Appendix : 
Exhibit (A,) Instructions of Government to the CommiBSion • - p. 176 
Exhibit (B.) Extract of Memorandum by the Commissioner regarding our relations 

with his Highness Meer Allee Moorad, and copies of Correspondence descriptive 
of the districts in dispute • • p. 178 

Exhibit (C,) Copies of former Correspondence and Depositions regarding this 
dispute • - p. 186 

Exhibit (D,) Copies of Papers more immediately relating to the Battle of 
N ownahar - p. 1115 

Exhibit (E.) Translations of Correspondence on this subject with his Highness 
Meer Alee M oorad - • • • • • • - • - • p, 203 

Exhibit (F.}-Original Documents in the Native Language, and Copies of others 
referring to this case • • - • - - - � - - p. 208 

Exhibit (G.) Copy of Letter from Secretary to Government ofScinde, alluding to 
the theft of a box of Records from his Office, and of the reply - • - p. 212 

Exhibit (H.) Translations of further Letters and other Papers from his Highness 
Meer Alee Morad, not immediately bearing on the subject of this Inquiry • p. 8 1 8  

(signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Sukkur, 8 May 1860. Commii!sioner in Scinde. 

PROCEEDINGS of th e Comm ission a�sembled at Suk ku r, agreeably to the Instruc
tions conveyed in Mr .  Chief Secretary Mal et's Letter of the 25th Februar.y 
1 850, N◊, 49 i n  the Secret Department, to. th e Address of the Commissioner 
i n  Scind e, Copy of whi ch, and of Mr. Chi ef Secretary Malet' s  subsequent 
Letter of 1 3 th March, No. 68 in the S ecret Department, are recorded in the 
Appendix as Exhibit ( A .) 

President :-R. K. Pringle, Esq ., Commi ssioner i n  Scinde. 

M embers  :-Major J .  Ja cob, Commanding Scinde Hors e, and Superinten dent of 
the Fronti er ; M ajor  W. Lang, Political Agent in Katteewar. 

Sukkur, Saturday , 20 A pril 1 850. 
As directed by Government, both of the members of the Commission have 

read and been mad e ful l y acquainted wi th all the correspondence and other 
papers conn ected with th e accusation against his Highn ess Meer Alee Moorad, of 
Khyrpoor , of ha\'ing made interpol ation s and additions in the treaty of N ownah ar, 
between Meers Hoostum Khan and Nusseer K han an.d himself, w hereby he 
obtain ed possession of the pergunnas of Meerpoor, Math ela, an d M ehurkee, 
instead of the  Yillage of Dadloo an d Mat.hela, and of h aving afterwards sub
stituted a leaf in th e Koran containing these alterations copied fairly  i n  li eu of 
th e on e on  which th ey had been origin ally mad e. 

To save t h e  trouble of referen ce, an extract from the memorandum drawn up 
in December last, by th e Commissioner in Scin de, r egarding our r elations with 
h i s  Highness · Meer Al lee Morad, together with a .copy of the correspondence 
describing the pergunnahs above referred to, i s  recorded in the Appendix annexed 
to these proceedings as Exhibit (B.) 

Copi es of th e several statements, d epositions, &c., form erly mad e · on this. 
subj ect, are likewise given in the Appendix as Exhibit (C.) 

Copies of th e correspondence more immediately r eferring to the battle of 
Nownahar, together with extracts from Captain Brown's Digest of Intell igence, 
referring thereto, is recorded in the Appendix as Exhibit (D.) 

Translations 
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Translations of the correspondence with _his Highness Meer Alee :\Iorad , 
regarding the i nvestigation directed by Government to be held on the above
mentioned subject, are also recorded in the A ppendix as Exhibit (E.) 

The Koran sent by his Highness M eer Alee Mol'ad, at the request of the 
Commissioner i 1 1 Scinde, before the Commission assembled, i s  p!'oduced , and 
the TreHty of Nownahar, as now contained in i t, is carefully examined, and the 
binding of the leaves at the beginning of the book on which it is written com
pared with that of those at the end of it, which are sti l l  blank. A copy and 
translation of the treaty, with an explanation of the result of this examination, 
are recorded in the Appendix in a separate exhibit of native papers. Vide No. I 
of Exhibit (F.) 

His Highnrss Meer Alee Morad having this day attended in persr,n with such 
of his followers as he wishes to ha\' e  present at the inquiry, the following wit-

� nesses 1-1re called and examined cm solemn affirmation before h im.  

Sheikh Allee Bussan, the son of  Sheik h  Ema um Bukkers, inhabi tant of Um
betha, in the district of Laharanpoor, aged 40 years, ha\"ing been called in ,  states as 
foltows, on being asked what he knows about the fight at Nownahar : Meer Alee 
Morad Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan having had a dispute about t he village of 
Loonderbeyk, which led to a fight near Nownahar, l\Ieer Mahomed Alee Khan 
and Meer Goolam Mahomed K han, the son of l\Jeer H.oostum Khan, came out to 
oppose Meer Allee M orad Khau, anJ we surrounded them with our troops. 
Meer Roostum Khan then, lraving his  sons and nephews, came forward alone to 
Allee Morad, in order to put a stop to the disturbance. He told .\leer Allee 
Morad. that it was a bad. thing to fight ; but he replied, that he had expended a 
grPat deal of money in the quarrel, and would not, therefore, make peace for 
nothing. Meer Roostum· Khan then gave him seven v illages of h i s  own ; and 
Dad la, on the part of Meer N usseer Khan ; and Mathela, on that of Meer 
Mahomed Allee Khan, and made a writing to that effect in the Koran, stating, 
at the same time, that he would send his  vakeel, and get the arrangement sanc
tioned by the British Government. Peace was thus restored, 1\-f eer Roostum Khan 
affixing his own seal to the writing, and sent Peer Allee Gohur with Mirza Jul
haun to Meer Nusseer Khan, and Meer Allee Ukhbur, and Meer Mahomed 
Allee, to get them to affix their seals also. A man of his soon afterwards 
returned, stating that Meer N usseer Khan refused to put his seal to it. M.eer 
Roostum Khan then went himself, and got the seals of Meer Nusseer Khan and 
Meer Al lee Ukhbur affixed to the engagement, and then sent the Koran to Meer 
Allee Morad . The latter then ordered me to let Meer Mahomed Allee and 
Meer Ghoolam Mahomed go. Allee Morad remained there that night, and the 
following day proceeded towards Deejee Kakote with his army. Ti1e day after 
I went from thence to Bubberlow, and the following dav I took the Koran and 
a letter from the Meer, with a copy (of the treaty) to' Captain Brown. The 
Kuran was shown to him, and the copy given for the records. Afterwards t�e 
proclamation wa8 issued by the Bri tish Government in December 1 842, and Sir 
Charles Napier arrived at Sukkur, and sent orders, that from that season's k hureef 
crop, all · the country north of Roree, belonging to the Meers of Khyrpoor, 
would be taken possession of by the British Govern ment, with the exception of 
what hdong·ed to Meer Allee Morad ; or if any of Meer Allee Morad's was ta�en, 
other places would be given in  exchange for it. At the time a letter was writ.ten 
by Sir  Charles Napier to Meer Allee Morad , requiring him to state whether he_ 
had any country north o l  Horee, to which he replied, that he had the vi l lages ot 
Dad loo, Kuderee, and Soonderbela, together with the pergunna of Mathela, and at 
the same time altered the word " deb " (vi l lage) before Mathela into '' pergunnah." 
(Witness Mre describes how this was done.) After this, when the war with the 
Hydrabad people took place, the army marched in that d i rection, and when it 
arrived at Kala. Colonel Outram and Captain Brown came fr,Jm Hvdrabad, and 
joined the army. Moonshee Myadeen was also with them, and Meer Alee 
Murad Khan had before arrang·ed with h im at Sukkur, that if he II ould get for 
.him tl ie copy of the treaty, which had been given to Government in  September, 
he would reward him with the sum of 10,000 rupees. The .Moonsbee was 
.thinking how he could  manage this when the attack on the Hesideucy at Hydr�
.bad took place, ar.d some of Colonel Outram's things were left behind, and tlus 
exactly answered his purpose, for he immediately told me that the copy of the 
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treaty had either been lost there, or h e  had lost it, and that therefore the dis
cussi on about the substituti on of " pergunnah" for " deh" (vi llage) was at an end 
and he th en demanded the payment of the 10 ,000 rupees reward. I replied: 
" Very good ; when the Meer arrives at Hyrlrabad, some arrangement will be 
made about this." I th en wrote to Meer Allee Morad what I have related alxwe ' 
and told him to re!lt satisfi ed, as the writing had been l ost. After this, in the 
m onth of April, A llee Momd Khan sent another copy of the treaty of Nownahar 
to me to Hydrabad , by the hands of Hafiz Noor Mah omed Khan ,  a Mooltanee 
Puthaee. In this the words " Pergunnah M eerpoor, Mathela, bamar (together 
with) Mehurkee " were inserted ; and Hafiz Noor Mahomed Khan told me, that 
this copy was to be entered in  the GoYernm ent records ; I, therefore, gave it 
for record accordingly on the 4th Apr il . After this Meer Allee Morad Khan 
cam e to H ydrabad, and M oonshee Moyadeeu again began to demand the money 
from him. The Meer repli ed , that if h e  could get the book for him, in which 
translati ons of papers cf th is kind  were kept,  he would i mmediately pay him 
the mon ey. The M oonshee, in reply, agreed to do  this for hi m, but asked for 
securi t y  for the payment of the money afterwards, ,an d  proposed that that of 
Sheikh Allee Hussein should be given. The M eer then told m e  to become secu• 
rity, whi ch I did ; and the Moonshee sent the book required to M eer Alee 
Morad in the middle of Jun e 1 843,  The Meer then  _ boITowed t he sum of 50,000, 
Kora rupees from one of th e Ameers residing at Hydrabad, and paid Moonshee 
Moyadeen 1 0,000 out of i t. After this I returned with the Meer to this part of 
the country. 

About this time it reached the ears of Captain Pope that some forgery had 
been mad e in the Koran contain ing the treaty, and h e, therefore, sent for it for 
the purpose of examining· it. ,vhen I saw th e Koran, I found great erasures in  
it whi ch could not escape detection, and asked the :\Jeer how I could show i t  in 
that state to Capta in  Pope. The Meer a lso became perplexed� and after mueh; 
considerati on ,  proposed that as th e treaty was written on four pages, and the 
alterations and erasures had on ly been made in the first, and the one containing 
the seals was perfect, the first leaf sh onld be taken out and another written by 
Peer Allee Gohur and substituted for i t .  I th en replied , that I could, n ot assist 
or  advise in  anything of this kind , but he might d o  as h e  liked , and I would 
take the Koran as he might give i t  to me and sh ow it to Captain Pope. I lilen: 
came to Bubburlow and sent my moonsh ee, B usha:rut Alee, to bring the Koran to 
m e  when it was ready. Meer Alee  M orad th en sent for Peer Allee Gohur to 
Khy rpoor, and told hi m to write a fair copy of that page of the treaty i n  which the 
words " Pel'gunna Meerpore, Mat heel a,  bamere Mihurk ee" were inserted. Peer 
Allee G ohur d eclined to do  so, but Meer Alee Morad Khan said that he would 
be responsible for what he did , and Peer Allee Gohur then told hi m to give him 
a writing to that effect in the h and of Sheik A llee Bussan, agreeing that if this 
ever came to  the kn owledge of the British Gov ernm ent, Meer Allee Morad would 
be responsible. The Meer then sent Futteh l\f ahomed Toshakjec to me at Bub
burloo, and told me that Peer Allee Gohm.• hesitated to write what was want.eel, 
and required a sunnud to the above effect, and , therefore, to write one for him 
and· send it to the Meer that he might seal  it and give it to him. Upoa this I 
wrote the sunnud as direc ted , aud sent i t  tA the Meer. Peer Allee Gohur also 
'Wrote to  me that the Meer was frightening him, and threatening to disgrace him 
if he did net write the paper for him ,  and therefore asked me what he w as to 
do. I sent him a reply t.o the effect that he was helpless and his character at 
stake, and therefore to take the writing from the Meer absolving him from 
responsibility and make  th e entry required . Peer Allee Gohur then did th is, 
and the extracted paper also remained loose  in th e Koran . The Meer then sent 
me the Koran by the hands of Busharut Allee , who also t.old � all that had 
been done as related abo"°e. I then took the Koran to Captain Pope,  who 
exM11inied it, but did not detect any forg-ery. Th e extracted paper, howevel', 
having been left in the Koran by mistake, fe ll out into his hands, and he asked 
me what it was. Being at that time in the se1·vic e  of Allee Morad Khan, I 
:repli ed that it was probably som e  rough copy, and he  then replaced it  in the 
Koran and did n ot entertain any suspici on auout it. After this I went to Bub
burloo, and I there took out the two extracted leaves and kept them by me, and 
!en't the Koran to Meer Allee Morad Khan . A dispute afterwards t ook place 
between the Meer and myself, on arcount of my tel l ing him that the British. 
Government was very ki nd to him , and that it was therefore improper on his 
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part deceitfully to appropriate_ �ny. �f its possessi ons, which I recommended him 
in consequence to  restore. 1 lus d1u not, h owever, please the Meer, and I after
wards mentioned th e circumstance to Captain Malet, tog�ther with other matters 
involving the interest of Governm ent. When, the Governor, Sir Charles Napier, 
·returned to Sukkur from the Hill campaign , Captain Malet informed him of 
what I h ad said, an<l Captain Brown, by his di rections, asked me about the leaves 
extracted from the treat y  of Nownahar, wh ich I had mP.ntioned to Captain Malet. 
In reply, I rel ated the circumstance to him, and he asked m e  for the l eaYes. I 
did n ot, however, think  that it was the pleasure o f  the gen tlemen at that time to 
recornr the 1·i ghts of Government, and I therefore said  that I certainl y  had. th em, 
but I was not certain whether they h ad been sent with my p roperty to Mooltan, 
or were lying among som e of  my other papers. I said, however, that I would 
look for them and send  them afterwards. I then wen t  to l\f ooltan, and from 
th�nce I sen t  a peti tion on th e 10th of �lay to the Governor-general, Lord 
Hardinge, and also another, dat€d on the 5 th of the same month, to the ad dress 
of S ir Charles Napier at Kurrachee. In these I wrote that l\Ieer Allee Morad 
Kl1an h ad appropriated distri ct& rightful ly belonging to the British Government 
of tl1e value of ten l acs of rupees anntJal ly .  I added , that I was ready to show 
this i f  any one asked me about, it ,  but I did n ot receive  any reply to these  com
municatio ns.  . Two years afterw ards I visi ted Kurrachee and went to the 
G overnor, w ho s en t  Moonshee Allee Ukhbar to m e  to get inform ation on two 
points ; one of these was about th e treaty of  Nownah ar, on which subj ect h e  
ask ed m e  to communicate all I knew. I related all the ci rcumstances ,  and 
stated that I had both of the extracted leaves in m y  possession and would bring 
them when requ ired. The Governor sent for th em , and I took them to h im. 
14oonshee Towur Mull was sent to me formerly  by M ajor Clibborn e, to get a 
copy of the Treaty of N'ownah ar ,  and I gave him a copy  of i t  as it was original ly  
written , without any allusi on to  pergunnahs in i t. 

In reply to questions, witness further states as follows : -

Question. State the particulars r egarding the pergunn ahs w hich were added 
in the treaty, an d what the reason was for fi rst  writing th at of Mathel a only ,  and 
afterwards adding to i t  those of Meeapore and Mehurkee ?-Answer. Meer 
Moouaruck Khan divided Mathela and M eerpore and Mehurkee into tlll"ee 
separate tuppas, and gave  those of Mathela and Mehurkee to Meer M ahomecl 
Allee, and th at of  Meerpoor to Meer Nusseer Khan.  They were thus made 
separate, . and Meer Allee Morad therefore had th em al l entered, in order that 
the wh ole might lie included i n  the Pergunna M eerpoor, Mathela an d  Mehurkee. 
Besi<le&, Meer Mahom ed A ll ee's seal was n ot put to the t reaty, an d Meer 
Nussee r  Khan had nothin g to do w ith th e tuppas of Mathela and Mehurk ee. 
If Meerpoor therefore only h ad been written, as Nusseer Khan's seal was affir.ed 
to  the treaty, this tuppa alone woul d  h ave been included. By i;.ending for the 
treaty of Meer Moobaruck. Khan- you will find the <livision, of these places 
amongst his sans. 

Wli at may be the revenue of those three; tuppas of Meerpoo r, Muthala and 
M.ehurkee  ?-It was form erly as much as two lacs of rupees pt:r annum, and 
latter ly they have yielded about one l ac annually. The revenue of the village 
of Ma�hela alone is probably about ten thousand rupees a year. Formerly  I 
enj oyed all these places in j agheer from Meer Ali Morad. 

How was i t  with regard to M eerpoor, Mehurkee and Mathelee, before they 
we:re separated by Meer Moobarick Khan ?-Formerl y  i t  w as customary to 
write the pergunna of Meerpoor Mathela, but whether .M ehurkee was included 
in this or not I am n ot aware. 

A fter Moobarick Khao. separated them, was it usual to call the separate places 
pergunnahs or tuppas ?-I beli eve th ey w ere called tuppas. I saw this, if I 
remt:mher rightly, in Meer Moobarick Khan's treaty. 

In  the Koran in  which the Nownahar treaty is entered, pergunnah is written ; 
how is  this?-Meer Ali Moorad must know. 

Has it ever been customary in this province to designate a pergunnah a tuppa, 
or vice versd 1-No, I believe not ; but if tuppa had been written in this case  it 
mu&t h ave  been entered before each plaee, whereas by w riting pergunnah it 
included them all. This, at least, is the onl y  reason that occurs to m e  for 
writing pergunnah ; but i f  there be any o th er, Meer Ali Morad must know. 
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After the battle of N ownahar, and before y our interv i ew wi th Captain Brown 
did Meer A li Morad wri te any letter to that officer ?-On the 1 5 th of September: 
after the fi gh t  was over, and whi l e  they were writing the trea ty, a letter arrived 
from Captain Brown to the.address  of Meer A li Morad, endeavouri ng to d issuade 
him from fi gliti ng, and the :Meer sent a reply the sam e day a fter the treaty was 
finished. In thi s he stated that he had had a dispute with  Meer Nusseer Khan 
about Soonderbeyloo ,  and had come there to take his revenge, but that Meer 
Roostum Khan had settled matters by giving  him seven vi llages of his own a11d 
two others, Dadla and Mathela, from Meer Nusseer Khan. He added, that. he 
would return hom e the following day. In  that let ter, i f  you can get it  from the 
records, y ou wi ll find the word vi llages and n ot pergunnas used. 

In thi s  letter, wri tten on th e day of the fi ght, was there any mention made of 
the treaty ? - I  do not exactly rem ember. 

By whom was that letter wri tten ?- It was i n  the handwri ti ng of M ooushee 
Kishondass. 

How many day s  after the fight did you visi t  Captain  Brown, and had you the 
K oran and t he copy of the treaty with y ou at that time  ?-Three days after the 
fi ght ; and I ha<l both the K oran and the copy of the treaty with m e. 

By whom was the copy of the ·  treaty whi ch y ou then gave to  Captain Brown 
for record written ?-It was wri tten either by  Moonsh ee Busharut Ali or  Moon
shee Kishondass ; I am not certai n which. 

By whom was the copy you gave afterwards to Towur Mull wri tten ?-It was 
writ t en by Moousli ee Busharut Ali. 

Given before tli e Commission this 20th Apri l 1 850. 

(si gned) R. K. Pringle, President. 

Peer Ali Gohm·, the son of Peer Si likut Oollab, an i nhabitant formerly of the 
vi1 lage of Peer-ka-Gote, i n  the Khyrpoor territory, and n ow residing i n  that of 
Kooyab, belongin g  to the Brit ish Governm ent, aged about 30 years, i s  then 
calkd  before the Commissi on, and examined on solem n affirmation as fo llows, 
regarding the circumstan·ces attendi ng the battle of N ownah : 

A fter the battle was over Meer Roostum Khan sent for m e  and told me to go 
t o  Meer Ali M oorad , and endeavour to persu ade him to com e  t o  terms ;  when I 
went to him he sairl he had been put to very great expense, but I got him to 
suspend host ili ti e� ,  and Meer Roostum Khan then cam e to him ,  seated i n  a 
m ahafu (a k ind of palanquin conveyance). It was then ·arranged tha t M eer 
R oostum Khan should give him (Meer Ali Moorad) seven vi llages of his own, 
and that of Mathela , belongi ng to Meer M ahomed Ali ,  and that of Dadlee, 
belonging to  Meer N usseer Khan. · To this en gagement Meer Roostum .Khan 
put his own seal, and sent me  with i t  lo Meer Nusseer Khan to get him to add 
his. Mirza Salabanee also accom panied m e. Meer Nusseer Khan, however, 
wou ld not attend to what I told him, au d I therefore sent word to  M eer Roostum 
Kha n  tha t  Meer Nnsseer Khan had refused to seal t he treaty, and he must there
fore �et thi s  doue himself'. Meer Roosturn Khan then came there and forcibly 
<:am,;<l the seals of both Meer N usseer Khan aud M eer A li Ukhbar Khau to be 
pnt to the treaty, and then sent the K oran i n  which it had been written back to  
:M eer Ali Moorad Khan. Sum e time after this, w hen the proclam ati on w as 
issued by the Brit i�h Government about t he  annexati on of the country, th e word 
" deh" (signifying vi llagl') was alt ered i n  the treaty t o " pergunnah," and in doin g  
this the paper was epoi led. I was then sent for and told to take ou t t.he  leaf 
aud write a new one. I refu sed, however, to du this, and t he Meer Saheb in
sis ted on my doing i t ;  I th er efore wrote to Sheikh A li Hussane on t h e  s ubj ec t, 
and li e t old me i n  reply that the Meer had mad e him write a paper for me 
; 1bout this, and therefore to get this from him. The Meer Saheb gave me this 
writ ing, and ma de mt• enter i t  on the blank page next t o  the one that  had b een 
inj ured and taken out, th e word s th at had been wri tten on i t. I sent the paper 
w hich t he Mt er Sahib ga ve m e  to th e S irkar. Sheikh A li H ussain sent a copy 
of t he  treaty, when i t  was firs t  ent ered i nto, for the Government _record s, and 
therefore send for him a nd m ak e  inquiries about th i s. Three days after I h ad 
writ.ten the new page i n  the Koran, Captain Pope cam e t o  Khyrpoor and asked 
m e  w hether the handwri ting was m ine, to which I repli ed that i t  was. Thi s  is 
all l know on the subj ect. 

Question. 
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Question. (The extracted leaf of the treaty marked (A.) is here shown to witness.) 
-Answer. This is the paper, and it is my handwriting ;  I recognise it. 

(The other piece of paper marked (B.), on which the words " Deh Dad{ee" and "Pergun11ah Mathe/a'' are written, is then shown to witness, and he is asked whether 
it is a part of the same sheet on whi.ch the alteratiom in the Koran were made or 
separate. )-The leaf was not extracted in my presence. 

In whose hand is the writing on it ?-It is in my handwriting. 
What is the writing on it about ?-It was the paper on which I wrote a few 

of the words required, to see whether I could insert them properly in the fair 
copy or not, and also to see wlwther the ink was all right. (The treaty in the Kornn is the11 shown to the witness, and he is ashed about the 
handwriting.)-It is in my handwriting. 

Which is the freshly-written part of it ; the first, or any of the other pages?
The fi rst page is the one which was written over again. 

Was the paper which was extracted a sheet, or separate leaves ?-Formerly 
the two leaves made one sheet, and one leaf was extracted, when the other, which 
was blank on the right side of it, came out also, and on the other blank page 
opposite, in this the fresh writing was entered. (Witness here shows the Com-
mission how alt this was done.) 

Were you present when the leaf was taken out of the Koran ?-No, I was 
not. 

How, then, do you know that the leaf was extracted ?-I saw it in the Koran 
when I was sent for. 

\Vhat difference was made in the treaty, as originally written ?-" Pergunnah" 
was substituted for " Deh," or village, before Mathela, and the words " Meerpoor 
(hu1naee) Mehurkee" were added after Pergunnah Mathcla. 

( Tl,e paper given by the Meer to 'IL'itness, absolving him from all responsibility in the matttr, a11d marked (D.), is here shOWfl. to him.)-This is the paper that Meer Ali 
Moorad gave me. The word " Balal" is in his Highness's own handwriting, and 
the seal is his. It was written by Sheikh Ali Hussan. 

When the paper was spoiled by the erasures made in it, what period elapsed 
before the new page was written, and how long was this after the treaty had 
been first written ?-I  wrote the new page in the Koran on the 3d of Kijjub 1 250, 
and tl1e treaty was written originally on the 9th of Shah ban 1 258, so that nearly 
eleven months elapi.ed. 

Do you know when the erasures and additions were made in  the original 
treaty, and by wl1om.?-l do not know when or by whom they were made, but 
I heard it was done at the time of the proclamation annexing part of the 
country. 

Do you know the 1·eason of the leaf had.ng been extracted and a new one 
substi tuted for it so long afterwnrds ?-The forgery was apparent, and Captain 
Pope was coming to examine the Koran ; and on this account the new leaf was 
written. 

When Captain Pope came, was the Koran shown to him, and what did he SR)" 
after seeing it ? - He saw the Koran, and asked me if the handwriting was mine, 
to which I replied that it was. 

\Vhen Captain Pope saw the Koran, where was the extracted paper ?-I do 
not know where it was then. 

Given before the Commission this 20th April 1 850. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

It being near four o'clock, the Commission adjourns till Monday the 22d 
instant, ot 1 1  A. M. 
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81:co:ND DAY. 

Sukkur, Monday, 22 A pri l 1850.  

The C ommission having re-assembled this day, proceeds with the investiga
tion of the matter before i t. 

Present :-The President and Members, as on Saturday ; and his Highness 
Meer A li Moorad a ttends with the people he requires to be i n  attendance upon 
him , as before. 

Tomur .1.llull Tel1ibram, H indoo kayuth, inhabitant of Sukkur, aged about 50 
years, is then called before the Commissi on on solemn affirmation, as follows : 

Question. What occupation did you follow before the conquest of Scinde ; 
and do you ku ow anyth ing about the battle of Nownabar, wh ich happeeed 
between Meer Ali Moornd K han a nd the other Ameers of Khyrpoor ?-Annotr. 
I was form erly em ploy ed in the capacity both of moonshee and kardar by Meer 
Moobari ck Khan, and after his death I began to �erv e  the B ri tish Government 
unde r  Major Clibbom ; I was in the habit of s ending him secret informati on for 
Captain Brown, regarding the affairs of Scinde and this part c f  the coun try .  On 
the 9th of Shabhar 1258 Hijree, corresponding with the 1 5 th of S eptember 
1842, I heard in the evening that Meer A li Moorad Khan · had come from 
Dejee•Ka-Kotee to  Nownahar, and had there a fight with Meer Roostum· Khan. 
The fol lowing day ,  the 10th of Shahhan, I rep orted this to Maj or Clibborn ,  and 
he ordered m e  to go and ascertain about the fight, an<l a lso how peace had · been 
restored. On  the 1 1 t h  Shabhao , corresponding with the 17th September, I went 
to  Baberlow , and told  Soobhagabanyan to  go and inform ·Shei k  A li Hussain of 
my arrival. Sheik Ali Hussain then sent for me, and inqui red what I wanted ; 
i n  reply to which , I requested him to gi ve m e  the i nformation I required a.bout 
the battle. He then took out the Koran, containing a copy of the treaty that 
had been entered i nto, in which ther� were three  s eals, one of Meer Roostu-m 
Khan, one of Meer Ntrsseer Khan, and one of Meer A li Ukhbar Khan. In this 
it was wri tten that a disput e had occurr�d about Soonderbey la, and Roostum 
K han had made peace b y  g iving the seven Yillages of Khamberham, M hyanee, 
B utchoo , Durree, Ouragna ,  Rayna,  and Daleeja on his own part, and two vi llages� Dadloo and Mathela , on that of 'Meer Nusseer Kha n  and Meer Mahomed Ali 
Khan. From respec t to the Koran, I di d not take a copy of this with my own 
hand, but I looked at i t ,  and read it, and begged that a copy might be g iven to 
me. Shei k A l i  Hussain then l!en t  for his m oonshee, Busharut Al i, and made 
him copy the treaty, for m e. Upon this I return ed to Sukknr, and gave the 
Saheb a copy of this transcri bed by m yself ; Major Clibborn sent this to Cap
tain Brown with a not e  from himself. On the 18th September 1842, Sh ei k  Ali 
Hussain brought the Koran, and showed it to  Captain B rown, explaining at t he 
sam e t im e  a ll that  had occurred. Moonshee �f oyadeen placed a copy of this in 
the Persian record!\, and had a translati on of it made likewise in English. 
When the tight took place at H ydrabad, and the Governor went  there, I was with 
l1 im ; Shei k Ali Hussain was a lso there, 011 the part of Meer A li Moorad. B efore 
the battle of Meanee, Colonel Oatram and Captain Brown, t ogether ·with the 
Moonshee,Moyadeen, went down from Dej ee-Ka-Kote in the s teamer to H ydra
had, and when tlH"Y got t o  the gardt' n  and alighted there, I h eard from Mirza 
Daoud , that Moonsl iee Moyadeen had lost the  Persian and English copi es of the 
treaty of N ownuha r  wli ich -were on the rec ords of Government ; I went. and told 
Ca pta in Brown of this ,  aud he sent for Moonsh ee :Moyadeen, and asked him 
where the book conta ining the  copies of papers of this kind was. Th e m oonshee 
rep l ied, that i t  must be am ong the other records, and he would look for it, and 
get it. He t hen went and sea rched  for it, and reported to Captain Brown that he 
could not fin<l it. Ca ptaiuBrown was very angry with hirb i n  consequence, and 
placed him iu arrest sev eu or eight days. Afterwards Captai n  Brown agai n sent 
for li im, au<l askt:<l h im how it had been lost, and he repli ed it had been lost 
when the Bulooches pluu dered the Residen cy of Hyd erabad. Captain B row� 
after this re leased him, a nd em ployed Mirza Daood l ikewise . \Vheu Mee-r Alt 
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Morad came to Hyderabad, I heard that Moonshee Moyadeen had given him the 
book containing the copies of the Engli sh papers. This h appened some time i n  
the month of June. 

Would you recogni se the Koran, i n  which thi s treaty was written, if you were 
to see it ? (The Koran is here shuum to witness.)-This i s  the very Koran. (Witness t1,en reads tile treaty now contained in it, and further states) : At that time 
" Deb M athela," or the vil lage of l\1athela, on]y was written in  it, but now there 
is , " Pergunnah Mathela, Meerpoor, m ae (with) Meheerkee." 

( The extracted leaf, mar!ted (A.), is here skown to witness, and he is a,ked if he Vidt; r:io. -g « 
recognises it.)-'fhi s i s  the very leaf that was in  the treaty originally. Exhibit (F.) 

How do y ou know that the Koran i s  the same you s aw before, containing the 
treaty ?-I know it by the circum stance of the seal s to the treaty being the 
same, and the title-page of the Koran i s  ornamented i n  a particular way. I 
remember thi s al so. 

Have you kept the copy of the treaty Busharut Ali m ade for you ever since 
that time, or when did you part with it ?-[ kept it for several year s, from the 
time I showed it to Captain Brown till the arrival of the Commissioner some 
time ago at Sukkur, when I gave it to Mr. Younghusbancl. 

Did y ou i n  the meantime show it to any one el se be side s Captain  Brown r-1 
did not sh ow it to any one else, but I mentioned about it both to Captain Malet 
and t o  M ajor Goldney. (The Cop!J of the 11-eal!J he1'e alluded to, andmarhed (O.), is tl,en skO'IIJn to witness, ride No. 6 of and he is asked about it.)-Thi s is the same ; l recognise it. Exhibit (F.) 

Read it over, and see whether it i s  i n  the i.ame st ate a s  when you had i t, or 
whether any alterati on h as been made in it ?-(After reading the whole ofit over.) 
Thi!! i s  the same, and no alterati on has been m ade in  it. 

( Tiu� words " Dek Mothtla " in this copy of the treaty, which appear to the Commissirm to have been partly erased and altered, ore here pointed out to witness, a11d lw is asked how ihis hoppened.)-The copy is ju st a s  it wa s when Bu sharut 
Alli gave it to me, when J wa s speaki ng- tu Shei k Alli Hu!l san. There i s  no 
difference in it. ( Witness /1ere, on being asked, reads what is 110'W written as " JYa deh M at'hela. " ) 

You stated before about Colonel Outram , and Captain Brown, and Moonshee 
Moyadeen coming to the gardens, when  some of the papers were lo st ;  did that 
occur before the battle of Meanee or sub sequently, and who el se were i n  the 
garden ?-:-It was  after the battle of Meanee, and the Governor and all the army 
were there. 

What became of Mirza Daood ?-I do not k now where he i s, whether i n  
Khorasan or elsewhel'e. 

G iven before the Commi s sion thi s 22d April 1850. 
( signed) R. K. P1'ingle, President. 

Mr. W. Maher, clerk to the Commi s sioner i n  Scinde, being solemnly affirmed, i s  
questi oned. 

Queslio11. Do you recollect anything regarding the lo s s  of certai n  record s from 
the office of the late Captain Brown during the early part of the year 1 843 1-
.Anm·tr. Ye s ;  I recollect that about the month of June 1843 a box was stolen 
from Captain Brown' s  table, containing Maj or Outram' s  secret letters  and impor
tant paper s, written during bi s stay at Khyrpoor. The box al so contained some 
valuable Persi an documents, as l was subsequently informed by Captain Brown ; 
but of the exact nature of which I am not aware. Among the contents of the 
b ox was an English book, which was wholly written by myself ; it was endorsed 
secret. The c ontent s of thi s book related to di spute s between the Ameers of 
Upper Sein de, and commenced about September 1 842. Some of the se papers 
had reference to the treaty of Nownahar, but 1 do not recollect whether a copy 
or translnti on of that treaty was among them. 

What proceeding s  were adopted by Captain Brown on the lo s s  of the box ?
Every inquiry was m ade among the whole establi shment, and su spici on fell on  
Moonshee Moyadeen, who wa s  currently believed to h ave taken it. The moon
shee was immediately suspended by Captain Brown, but a s  nothing could be 
proved against him he was agai n  employed for a short time, and then di smissed 
altogether. The box, with its contents, was never afterward s heard of. 
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Are you acquaint.ed with a person named Mirza Daood ?-I was acquainted 
with a moonshee o f  that name, who was employed in the office of the Secretary to 
th e Government of Scinde in 1 844, and who died in the year 1 848. 

Given before the Commission this 22d April 1 850. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

Copy o f  a Letter from Captain Brown to the Secret.ary Governmen t of India, 
requesting copies o f  certain Letters supposed to have been stolen from his Office 
at Hyderabad in 1 843, and o f  the Reply, are recorded in the Appendix as 
Exhibit (G.). 

Sheik Ali Hussan, the first wi tness, is then called again before the Commis
sion, and examined on his former rnlern n affirmation, as fol lows : 

Question. You before stated that you h ad caused a copy o f  the treaty of 
Nownahar to be made by your moonshee, Busharut A li, and g iven to Moonshee 
Towur Mull. Would you recognise that document i f  you were to see it again P 
-Ansv,er. Yes, I would recognise the handwri ting o f  Mooushee Busharut Alli, 
and he copied i t  before m e. There was also a word in it which had been altered 
a little. The letters o f  " Kaf " and " N u  " (K and N) were, I think, in it, and 
after Ilusharut Ali had written it I looked at it myself, and remember that there 
w as one word o f  this k ind, but do not know what  i t  was. 

As you remember the l etters of " K " and " N" in the word, how is it that you 
do not remember the word itself?-The word was first wri tten in some other way ; 
and som e alteration was m ade in it, but without affecting the m eaning. I re
member that there was som e difference made in the" Kaf"  and " Noon" (K aud N), 
but do not know whether t he word was " Koond," " Koonud," o r "  Koonee" (all 
parts of  the Persian ,· erb to do) ; but I rem ember there was a m urkees in i t  ( the 
upper strok e o r  li ne m ade in writing the let ter Kaf, thus, � ) . 

Have you ever seen the copy of the treaty you caused to be given to Towur 
Mull sin ce that t ime ?-No, l have never seen i t  since. ( On the part of Meer A l,i lJ,f orad. )-Was there mere I y an alteration made in 
the writing of the word to whi ch you allude, or was there a ny erasure ; and 
after the copy had been written, what was the reason of your look ing at it ?
I do not ell actly remember, but th ink there was not any erasure. I t  w as altered, 
I fancy, either with a pen or penknife. Moonshee Dusharut Ali was in  my 
service, and it was therefore proper that I should look at what he h ad written. 

The copy o f  the treaty here alluded to, and marked (0.), is then shown to wit
ness.-(After reading the whole of it 01Jer) . Th is is in the h andwriting o f  Moou
shee Busharut All i ,  au d I believe it to be the sam e  as was first given to Towur 
Mull. There is no ditft1rence in it since then ;  and the words '' unjam K ind, wu 
ahud bust Meer Saheb " (Meer Saheb settled these terms and m ade these condi
tions), are i n  m y  handwriting. 

Point out the word which you thought was " Koond," " Koonud," o r"  Koonee," 
but could not exactly recollect ?-Witness points out the first line of the writing, 
which has been taken out by drnwi ng a pen through it, and 5ta.tes tha t  this must 
h ave been remem bered by him , as the m urkees, or upper stroke o f  the Kaf and 
the Noon he thought of, m ust h ave been that i n  the word " N agh" (copy) , which 
has also been taken out. The reason of taking out this line was, that i n  the 
Koran what is expressed in it was written in a different plac e, and the copy was 
therefore altered accordingly. 

The words " Deh Mathela" in this writ ing are then shown to witness, and he is 
asked whether they were as they now appear when the copy was given to Towur 
Mull, or whether any alteration has been made in them ?-A littl e extra ink has 
been used, but the meaning is the sam e. 

W here is Moonshee Dusharut A li now ?-He is in Hindoostan, but I do not 
know i n  what part of it. 

When Meer Allee Morad sent Hafiz Noor Ahmed ·  Khan Puthan !\foolta nee  to 
you, w ith a copy o f  th e treaty of No1rnahar, i n  April, as you formerly stated, did 
he send any l etter with him ?-He wrote to the effect that I was to at t end to 
whatever H afiz Noor Ahmed Khan told m e. Besides this letter there was a 
piece of paper, on  which the words " Pergurm ah :.\Jathela, Meerpoor, bamae 
Mehurkee," were wri tten. Hafiz Noor A hm�d Khan told me that he had been 
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directed to show me thi s paper and then take i t  back, and that I was to give a 
copy of the treaty, written by my own moonshee, with these alterations, for the 
purpose of being placed among the Government records. I therefore did all 
thi s as I had been ordered to d o. 

Where is Hafiz Noor Ahmed Khan now ?-He is probably at Mooltan Qr 
Bawulpore. He was employed by Bhawul Khan, of the latter place, and I saw 
him during the fight at Mooltau, but I am not certain where he i s  n ow. 

When was the alteration you formerly stated to have been made in the treaty, 
from Deh Mathela to Pergunnah Mathela, made ?-At the time the proclamatil)n 
was issued. 

You fi rst stated that Meer Ali Morad had sent you a copy of the treaty by 
Hafiz Noor Ahm ed Khan, with the alterations of " Pergunnah l\fathela,Meerpoor, 
bamae Mehurkee" inserted in it, and directed you to give it to G overnment for 
record ; and now you st.ate that he sent you a separate pi ece of pap er with these 
words written ou i t, and told you to have these words inserted in a fresh copy 
of the treaty, and to give this for record ; what explanation do you give of thi s ?  
-I  d id  not mention that a copy of the treaty had been sen t, bnt merely a 
copy , by which I meant the piece of paper on which the words " Pergunnah l\lcer
poor, M athela,  bamae Mehurkee " were " ritten. Refer to my statement, and you 
wi1l find that these words  are mentioned in i t. 

Are the words written on the fresh leaf of the treaty the same as tho�e that 
were contained on the extracted one, or has any altemtion been made in them ;, 
-The meaning is the same ; bu t in the extracted paper the words " bu-mirzee'' 
were a ltered into " Mehurkee," and on the fresh leaf " Pergunnah Meerpoor, 
Mathela, bamae Mehurkee," together with " bu-mirzee khood," are all written . 

In the copy on the separate paper, which Hafiz Noor Ahmed Khan brought 
to you for entry in the copy for Government, what was wri tten ?-" Perguunah 
Meerpoor, Mathela, bumae Mehurka bu-mirzee khood" was written.1 

( Tl,� Koran contai1ii11g the treat!/ is here slwum to lfltneu. )-This is the same 
in which the treaty was wri tten. 

(The extractwl leaf is lu:re BhO'll!I& to witna,.) - This is also the same ; I J'ide ISo. �, or 
recognise it. Exhibit (F.) 

(The copy of the treaty which was gi:oen to Captain Brown in the handwriting Vide No. 4 of 
of Moons/tee Busharut Ali, and marked (C.) is then shown to witness.)-This is :t.xl,ibit (F.) 
the same copy that was given. . . , Are the words " bu-mirzee " 10 1t f-No, they are not. 

You formerly said that they were inserted in this copy ?-I did not remember 
properly .  

What i s  the reason of this not having been wri tten in thi s c opy; does tliis 
not alter the meaning r-The meaning is the same ; the words " bu-mirzee" must 
have been forgotten. 

(Tltt two copies of the treat!/, the om given by witness f0'1' record, and t/,e otler 
given tn Tuwur Mull, are kere snOW1& to witness; and it is poi.nted out to him 
that tke handwriting does not appear to he the same in both, and he is tnerefore 
told to e.rplain tkis.)--The handwriting is the same, but they appear to  ba\·e 
been written wi th different kinds of pens. 

Given before the Commission this 22d of Apri l  1 850. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, Pre sident. 

Towur Mull, the former witness, is here recalled, and further questioned, as 
foJlows, by his Highness Meer Alli Morad : 

Question. In the treaty, as c opied, in your possession formerly, whose hand
wri ting was there, and was. there t�e writing only of one person, and of no  
other  ?-An8'Wer. It was wntten enti rely by Moonshee Busharut Alli, and b\' 
no one else. 

Have you, ever since you l1ad it, shown it to Sheik Alli Hussan or not ?-No 
I never showed i t  to him. ' 

Given before the Commission this 22d April 1850. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 
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Meer Allee Morad havin g requested to be furnished with copies of all the 
deposition s tak en before the Commi11sion, they are directed to be furnished 
accordingly, and he requests to be allowed till Friday, the 26th i nstant, to write 
what he has to offer in reply to the all egations of the several witnesses. The 
Commission , therefore, adj ourns till Frid ay forenoon next, at 11  A.H. 

It  may be here added, that translations of the depositions of Sheik A ile 
H assan and Peer Alli Gohur, formerly taken before the Commissioner in Scinde 
were given to his Highness Meer Ali M orad, at his request, before the Com: 
mission commenced its proceedings . 

Sukkur, Friday, 26 April 1 860, 

THE Commissi on havin g reassembled this day, proceeds with the investigation 
of the matter before it. 

Present : - The President and M embers, as on Monday last; and his 
· Highness Meer Alli Morad attends as before, w ith such of hi s followers 

as he wishes to have with him, for the purpose of cross-examining 
the witnesses, &c. 

His Highness gives i n  a written statement, which is read and con sidered by 
the Commission, and translation of it recorded as follows  : -

" Statement on the part of hi s Highn ess Meer Alli Morad Khan Bhadoor, 
before the gentlemen of the Commission .  

" It is known to  the Sirkar that I suffered from the enmity of my brothers and 
my brothers' sons, which I incurred, owing to my having made friendship with 
the British Governmen t, and adhered thereto with sincerity, allowing nothing 
to sway me from my resolution to  that effect. I was i n  the habit of performing 
service for them with heart and soul, l ike one under their all egiance, �nd when 
I went to meet Mr. Ross Bell ,  Political Agent, at his camp at Bhutee, and my 
brothers heard th at he had shown m e  much kindness, their enmity towards me 
became greatly in creased, and they began beyond measure to  exert th emselves 
to i njure m e. They also wrote an account of this visit to the Ameers of 
Hyderabad, and endeavoured in e·rnry way to do me h arm. They wrote, that 
the English Government  wa s their en emy, and Meer Alli Morad j oi nin g with 
them in friendship,  was brin ging  calamity on his own house, as the English 
G overnment was evidently determined to ruin them, and take the country of 
Scinde, and had on that account taken Meer A l i  M�rad into favour ; they there
fore proposed, first t o  exterminate me as bein g the enemy of thei r house, and 
after making the necessary arrangements to put me to death, in order that no  
member of their fami ly mi ght ever after form an alliance with the English 
Government, they were then to enter i nt o  agreements with the rulers of 
Khorasan and Lahore, and to shut up the road for the Governm ent to pass to 
and fro. Havin g formed thi s determinati on, they commenced by taking 
measures to ruin me. :M eer N useer Khan and Meer Ma homed Hussan Khan, 
therefore, combined for this purpose. The latter then making an excuse of the 
dispute with hi s father about the Turban, l eft Khyrpoor and went to B eh ortee, 
and there rai sed troops. Nusseer Khan at the same time assembled his p eople  
n ear the fort  of Kun duran, on pretence  of the Soonderbelee and U zeezpoor 
business. I t  was agreed t0 between them that Nusseer Khan should bring his 
army again st Deejee-Ka-Kote, from the north, and Meer Mahomed Hussan 
advance a t  the sam e  time from the south, and that they should thus surroun d  
Deej ee-Ka-Kote. Hearing of thi s  I l ikewi se assembled my troops and m arched 
immediately again st Meer N useer Khan. When I arrived at Koondia I h eard 
rumours of M eer N useer Khan havin g proceeded with hi s army against D eej ee
Ka-Kote, by the Khyrpoor road ; on this account I countermarched u pon 
Khyrpoor, and when I got to Tardea, Buksh Ali Tailpoor, within a coss of 
Khyrpoor, Meer Mahomed Ali and M eer Gholam .Mahomed came out with their 
troops to Now nahar and entrenched themselves. Through the blessing of God, 
and my own  good fortune, I w as v ictorious over them ,  and surrounded and 
detain ed them. M ee r  Roostum Khan, who had i n  the meantime left Khyrpoor 
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to join in th e fight, hearing of wh at had happened, and se\'jng how m any people 
had been already killed , abandoned h is intention of fightirlg, and came forward 
to make peace ; with this view h e  sent Peer Ali Gohu r  and Meer Zungee Khan 
to m e, i:tating that the British Governm ent was our  enemy, and wished to ruin 
our house, for which reason we ought not to assist with our own hands in 
bringing this about. I refused, however, to entertain h is proposals. After th is 
Meer Roostum Khan, w ith h is own confidential fol lowers, came w ith Peer Ali 
Gohur to me ; seeing h im, m y  elder brother, w ith his white beard do this, 
I became a sh amed,  and remained silent. Peer Ali Gohur then talked to me, 
and I replied, that .Meer N useer Khan and Meer Mahomed Hussun, from their 
own folly , regarded the Briti sh Government as their enemy,  and wished to ruin 
m e  because I was a friend of the said Governm ent. That he was aware, since 
m y  m eeting w it h  Mr. Ross Bell, they regarded m e  as an  open enem y,  and had 
,several times assembled their troops to attack me, and that I therefore being 
alarm ed and alone, h ad had to expend lacs of rupees to preserve m y  own 
life, by which m eans I had escaped ; also, that Meer Roostum Khan had 
frequently interfered to restore peace, but never abandoned the enmity wh ich he 
entertained in h is own breast. I th erefore told h im,  that without making a 
-satisfactory a rrangement, and recovering the lacs of rupees I had expend ed, 
I could not listen to t erms. Peer Al i Gohur th en told me that he had exola ined 
th e whole of th is to Meer Roostum K han, who replied, that h e  had n� ready 
money to give, nor had Meer N usseer Kh an, but if Meer Ali Moorad was 
w illing to take  a cession of country instead, they woul<l m ake  a sett lem ent on 
these terms. When Peer Ali Gohur brought me this p roposal, I conaulte<l with 
Sheik Ali Hussun ,  who told me not to be satisfi ed with verbal agreements, but to 
have the engagement, c eding any places that were to be gh·en , \\' ritten in the 
Koran. Upon th is I consented to accept of a settlement of this kind, and 
M eer Roostum Khan agreed to give m e  seven v illages on h is own part, and 
the pergunnahs M athela , Meerpoor, and Mehurkee, and the v il lage of Dadhoo, 
on that of Meer Nusseer Khan, and had a writing  to that effect inserted in the 
Koran, and sealed w ith his own seal, and t hose of Meers N usseer Khan and 
.Ali Ukhbur Kh an. This is th e very writing which is entered in the Koran, 
which I have produced before the g entlemen ( of the Commission) ; no a lterations 
-or erasures whatever have been made in it. It was not only written before 
Sheikh Ali Hussun and Peer A l i  Gohur, but in th e presence of many other 
respectable persons, who are still a live ; and should their evidence be approved 
of by the gentlem en of the Comm ission, I will send for them.  The circum
stances regarding Sheik Ali Hussun and Peer Ali Gohur, are as follows :  The 
form er was fi rst employed by me on seven rupees a month, as  a bhargeer, and 
afterwards I raised h im to places of honour and dignity, till at length h e  became 
my principal moonshee and adv iser, and h e  was entrusted w ith the charge of 
all my business with Government. He was also fully em powered to transact 
a ll the revenue and other managem ent of my country, and had charge of my 
treasure ; whatever h e  required in money h e  took w ithout hav ing to ask my 
perm ission. Formerly I kn ew but little of Peer Ali  Gohur, hut the Sheik 
formed a friendship with h im, and told me h e  was a good and intelligent man, 
and deserved to be  taken into our counsels. I immediately agl'eed to this, and 
they became sti ll greater friends, and w ere fully entru sted w ith the sole and 
-e ntire managem ent of a ll my  affairs ; m y  sea l  remained in their charge, as I was 
generally employed in those days w ith my troops, owin g  to th e enmity of  my 
b reth ren  towards m e, and attended but little in consequ ence to the affair8 of m y  
districts, which w ere therefore entirely in their hands. ,vhen they settl ed any 
thing they put  my sea l to it w ith their own hands, and som etimes, when 
I entrusted my particular business to them, they were in the habit of getting· 
m y  signature in the words " Bahal ust "  ( i t  is confirmed) on blank pieces of 
paper, and m_y own seal  remained w ith them, and t hey put it to any writing o r  
agreement th ey chose. To th is extent were they trusted by me, w hen I attacked 
Melleh Mahome<l Chandeya o n  this side of the riv er, and seized him and went 
to Hyderabad to meet S ir C. Napier, the Governor of Scinde . .  I saw that the 
Sheik was disposed to play  me  false, and had made common cause with. Moon
shee Ali Ukhbur, w ho had given h im advice to get from me in writing half of 
the country th at the British Government had given me, telling him at the same 
time, that if I refused to giv e  th is writing, h e  (Ali Ukhbur) would dev ise som e  
means o f  ruining me. The Sheikh then v isited me  in Hyderabad, and spoke to 
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me to t.bis effe�, at a private inten·iew, to which I replied, that I was going to Kbyrpoor, and coJtle there, and I would arrange about a jaghire for him according to his p asure ; I added, however, that it was very unbecominO' in him to entertain any desire to get half of the country, inasmuch as he w� a servant, and not. a shareholder with me. After this, the Sheik being perplexed , told me that in this  business Moonshee Ali Ukhbur was in concert with him : and therefore, if I would not agree to the arrangement proposed, he would devise some means by which I should be ruined. Notwi thstanding this, I tried bv miluness and conciliation to make him understand, and promised to arrange about a jaghcer for him when I returned to Khyrpoor, but told him that I would nevt'r consent to give him half the country. After this, agreeably to Sir Charles Napier's orders, I started at night in the direction of Dulieelderee, in order to arrange about Meer Shere Mahomed. On meeting Colonel Roberts, who had alsn come near that place from Sewistan, I told him thut  Sheik Ali Hussun had become inimical towards me, and that therefore I was of opinion that he (Colonel Roberts) should inform Sir Charles Napier of this, and that an officer should be appointed as a Resident between me and the British Government, when there would be no further necessity for any other vakeel. Colouel Roberts then wrote a note to General Napier to this effect, and he agreed to the arrangement, and appointed Captain Malet to the situation of Resident of Khyrpoor. Upon this the Sheik became more my enemy than ever, and in conjunction with Ali Ukhbur, began to devise means for my ruin. From Dulleelderee l hurried to Khyrpoor to put a stop to the disturbance which .l\Ieer Mahomed Ali had raised in my district of Dublea ; and when I got near Peer Subreh, I met Captain Pope, who told me that the Sirkar's troops were ready to assist me as [ might requ i re. I replied, that as it was the hot season I did not wish to give the Sirkar's troops trouble, and that I had men enough of my own to punish Meer Mahomed Alli . After this, having arrived near Dublea, I defeated Meer Mahome<l Alli, so that he fled and crossed the river, and the ryuts of that country were relieved from all apprehension. Ha\·ing arranged everything there, l returned to Khyrpoor, and about the same time Sheik Ali Hussun came there from Hyderabad, and told me that as I had not given him half the country, the whole of the Government servants employed in the duftur, together with Moonshee Ali Ukhbur, were of one mind wi th him, and he would devise means of injuring me to such an extent that J " ould be involved in the calamitv all mv life. This at last was the length to which he  got, that the letters which.I wrote to Sir Charles Napier were lost on the way, and the letters of that officer to me did not reach me in safety. At length Captain Malet arrived at Khyrpoor, and I informed him of all the (-nmity of the Sheik towards me, and of his fr i endshin with Ali U khbur, and of the claims I had upon him for an account of all he · 1rnd received from me. That officer in consequence saw the necessity of making some arrangement for me ; and as it soon appeared that the Sheik had also gained o\·er the Peer (Alli Gohur) to his own evil ways, I put a stop to their using my seal, and some time afterwards the seal was lost, of which I gave information to Captain Malet. I likewise St:nt my people to resume the jaghire which Sheik Ali had near Boodakeh ; but his men opposed them, and he would not give it up. I then i nformed Captain Malt:t of this further disrespect which he had shown me. Shortly after this, Sir Charles Napier, the Governor, came into this part of the country, and Captain Malet informed him of all the proceedings of Sheik Ali Hussuu , and of his having allied himself to Moonshee Ali Ukhbur. The Governor t hen forbade Moonshee Ali Ukhbur from interfering in my affairs, and told Captain Malet that I was the owner of my own country, and the Sheik was my servant, and his jagbire situated in my country, and J might therefore resume i t  whenever I chose. Upon this I sent my people to this jaghire, and the Governor himself told me in the meantime, near Sukkur, that if I wished it, he would hang the Sheik, 01· give him any other punishment. I replied, that whate\·er appeared proper to the Sirkar should be done, but that I had claims on hi m for lacks of rupees, which I could prove hy my accounts. About this time the Gover�or determined to go into the Hi lls, and I got ready, and accompanied him ; when I returned, I wished to settle accounts wit.h Sheik Ali Hussun, but he took an opportunity of escaping during the night to Mooltan. Peer Ali Gohur also having been desired to accompany me to the Hi l ls, refused to do so, and became my enemy ; and he and the Sheik continued to be of one min<l, in consequence of which the Peer became as inimical as him ; and when I de-

manded. 
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mended my account from him, he also left my districts during the night, and 
Bed across the river i nto the Si rkal''s jurisdiction. I likewise told the Governor 
of this. I had given my seal to these people in  the purity of my heart, and 
p1acing entire confidence iu them ; and I never conceived that they would raise 
any such conspiracy against me. Government should therefore takE> all this into 
consideration, and weig h  all the circumstances well, whe ther it be proper to 
listen to the accusation o f  such enemies against me. I f  the evidence of enemies 
like these is accepted, t hen  the w hole world w ill become my enemies, for ever 
since the time I abandoned the csmse of my brothers, and made friendship \\ ith  
Guvernment in the time of  Mr. Ross Bell, my brot.hers l1ave raised their heads 
to the skies i n  rnmity towards me ; and heside!l t he British GoYernment, I have 
no friends or well wishers. The whole world are my opponents and enemies. 
For the rest, you are possessed of all wisdom. 

" Dated 12th of the month Juma Doolsanee, i n  the year of Hijree 115 Apn1 1850. 

1266, Camp, Sukkur." 

Peer Ali Gokur is recalled before the Commission , at li is Highness Meer Ali 
Moorad's request, and cross-examined by his H ig hnes.<, on his fonner solemn 
affirmation . 

Qwestion. W hen l\f eer Roostum Khan sent you to Meer Ali Moorad on the 
day of the battle o f  Nownahar, were you alone, or was there any one el� with 
you ?-Answer. Khulifa Kaim, my servant, was w ith me that day, but he is since 
dead ; and t here were several other persons, but I do not recollect any of them. 

When you went to � leer Ali Moorad t.o negotiate for peace, who were with 
him ?-A great many SepoJ·s were with him ; but o f  respectable persons I only 
remember NusseerJullalsuee ; Oomed Ali, t he �ervant of Meer Ali Mnrdan ; and 
Ghoolan Surwur Khan Puthan. There were also other people , hu t I do not 
remember anv more of them. 

Did Meer itoostum Khan first senJ you to negotiate for peace, or did he send 
any one else before you ?-He sent Meer Zungee Khan and Meer Ali .Murdan 
before he sen t me. 

When you spoke to Meer Ali Moorad about making peace was Meer Zungee 
Khan present. ?-When I was going to Meer Ali Moorad, I met Meer Zungee 
Khan returning from him to Meer Roostum Khan. , _. 

What did he return for?-You can aBk this of Meer Znngee Khan ; I believe 
he went to bring l\leer Roostum Khan h imself. 

When Meer Roostum Khan went to Meer Ali Moorad to make peace, who 
was w ith him ?-MahQmed Ali Boorghurree and ,  I think , Ghoolam Shah and 
their servants ; Meer Ali Maltarned , the !!OD of  Meer Mobaruck Khan, was also 
with him,  but I do not now remember what o ther persons. 

Whe n  Captain Pope went to Khyrpoc,r and you went to h im, were you alone 
or was t here any other person with you ?-Meer Zunghee Khan, l\Ieer Chakore 
Khan, Sobadar Julbhonee, Sooliman Hujjaum, Shaik Ali Hossain, Jehan Khan, 
Shahee Kumal Khan, J hulbhanee, and, I think , Suyud Khan Jhulbhamee were 
with me. 

When Captain Pope examined you about the Nownahar busi ness, did he 
adm inister an oath to you or merely question you ?---He first asked me whether 
t he writing was by my hand, and I replied that I had written it ; and he then 
showed me the Koran and asked if it was the same ; and he also gave me an 
oath o n  the Koran that I had written i t ,  to which effect I took an oath  accord
ingly. He only asked me this about the handwriting, but put no other 
quest ions. 

Did Captain Pope only question you about this treaty, or did he also examine 
.any o f  the others 1-I do not remember whether he asked any of the others, but 
he only asked me what I have stated. 

You have stated that when you wrote the other leaf, you 11ot a writ ing fir�t 
from Meer Ali Moorau ; why d id yuu do this, and what fear had you, or from 
w hat Government ?-I was afraid of the British Go,·ernmen t ;  that some harm 
might happen to me i f  th is became known. 

W hen you knew that Captain Pope was coming to inquire about the treaty 
of N, ,wnahar, an<l you had then, on that very account, written the fresh ll'af i n  
the Koran, and you had also got a writing absolving you from all responsibility 
in the matter, how came you not, at that time, to tell Captain Pope about it � 
l 1 73'. T 4 Yon 
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You had got a w�iting to save you from the displeasure of his Government, and 
why, therefore, did you n ot make 1 t  known t o  that Go,,ernment ?-There \Vere 
two reasons for my not doin g so. He did not ask me about this, and I was 
still residing in Meer Ali Moorad Khan's country, and was afraid of hiu1 . 

As you did not m ake i t  kno\\'n to Captain Pope, what then was the use of 
takin g the writing  absolving  you from 1·esponsibil ity ?--I asiietl for the writing 
in caBc it should ever become known t o  the British G overnment, and I should be 
asked ahout i t, �hat I might then show the certificate to prove that the Meer 
Saheb bad forcibly made me write it while I remainecl under h is  jurisdiction. 
I could not make it known wh en the British Government asked me ;  however, I 
told  what I kn ew. 

What did you t ake  an oath to before Captain Pope �-A bout my handwriting. 
Are people sworn about the contents of a writing, or merelv about the hand

writin g ?-The gentlem an, after giv ing me an oath, only asked me  about the 
handwriting, but not about anything else. 

When I went to the Hill campaign, and desired you to accompan y n1e, and 
you decl ined, and became my en emy in consequence, why did you not inform 
Sir Charles Napi er about this when he returned from the campaign, and was i n  
consideration about the treaty with m e  at Sukkur, and gave me over the dis
puted country ?-1 was not your enemy, and n ever heard that th e treaty was 
under consideration. I ,vas still living under your jurisdiction, and coulcl not 
then from fear of you make this known. 

W hen the Meer's seal was l ost, did y ou hear that it had been so ?-Yes, I 
heard twi ce of the Meer's having lost his seal, but it was only lost once,  not on 
the other occa1:1ion. 

W hen Meer Roostum Khan went to  Meer Ali Moorad, an d th e treaty was 
being written, was this don e at once, or had any draft of i t  been m ade before
haud  ?-There was a draft in some oth er person's han dwriting ;  I merel y  copied 
this into the Koran. 

In whose handwritin g was the draft ?-I do n ot remember. 
You stated in your former deposition, that when the proclamation was issued I 

altE:red the words " Deh Mahtehla" int o  " Pergunnah l\fahtehl a ;  " who told yoLL 
this ?-When I was w ith Meer Ali Moorad in privatE>, h e  spoke of the pergunnah 
Mahtehl a  as his, and from this I understood it, for I had first writte11 only 
village, and he spok e  of the p ergunn ah. 

Given b efore the Commission this 26th April l 8ti0. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

S/zaik Ali Hussun is then recalled before the Commission , and cross-que1:1tioned 
by his Highness Meer Ali  Moorad, as foll ows :-

Question. You have stated in y our deposition that when you showed the 
K oran to  Captain P ope, the extracted l eaves fell out of it, and that gentleman 
ask ed wha t  they were, and you sai d  it 1:1Ust be a draft or someth ing of that k ind. 

· Captain Pope was well versed in Persi an, and the writing was in that l anguage ; 
how then came h e  not t o  rend i t, parti cularly as he went to  ex amine th e K oran 
on account of some suspi cion of forgery ?-At1swt1·. He read a l ittl e  o f  it and 
asked me, but he had no idea that the l eaf had been cut out, and he, therefore, 
I foncy, believed it was merely a draft. 

Do  people in committin g forgery leave the altered papers in the Koran ?-Ask 
Meer �aheb why he left them, whether by mistake or intenti onally. 

I n  ,·our former depositi on ,  mad e  in December last, you stated that I had 
given �you the extracted leaf to take care of, and now yon say it fell i n to C aptain 
Pope's  hands by mistake, a." you were not aware of its being  there ?-I d o  not 
rem ember to have written th is in m y  form er deposit ion. It  was a different paper 
that the Meer Sahib gave m e  to keep. 

In your deposition you state that you never afterwards saw the copy of the 
treaty you ga\·e Taw ur

0

Mull, and from your former deposit.ion it appeared thut the 
Commissioner show ed it t o  y ou. How is th is ?-1 ne\'er s aw it with Tawur 
Mull , and the Commissioner did n ot tell me that the copy h e  showed me h a<l been 
got from him. 

You state that this copy of the treaty, and that gh-en to G overnment, are both 
in the handwriting of  Moo11shee Busharut Al i ; but it is evident, on look ing at 
them , that they are written by different hands, and that which was _given t«> 

Government 
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Government for record appears to be w ritten by him, but not th e othe r. How 
is this ?-The d ifference appears to be merely i n  th e pens, otherwise they e.eem to 
Le the same. If, however, the Meer is of a different o pinion, i t  is still c lear that 
I S!ave the copy to Tawur M ull, for my writing is aJ so on it. 

You state that Mee1· Sahib wrote the word s " Pu rgunnah Meerpoor, Mahteh la ,  
bamae Mehnl'kee " on a sli p of a paper, and sent i t  by the hand of  Hafiz Noor 
Ahmed Khan, with d i rections to you to enter them i n  the copy o f  the treaty 
you ha<l wi th you , and give a copy with the!'>e additions for record to Govern
ment, whereas in the Koran, " Pergunnah l\fahtehla, Mcerpoor, Mdrnrkce " a re 
written. \Vhat i s  the reason of this difference ?-Thnc i s  no additional  mean in� 
in tli e word " bama "  (with), and th e transposition of the word s  " Mahtehla "  and 
" Meerponr'' does not signi fy .  I d id not commit i t  t o  memory that I should 
remtmber each word. In rep<'ating it just now, Meer Sah ib h imself has twice 
put in  th e word " wu "  (and ), saying first, " Pergunnah Mahteh la ,  Meerpoor, wu 
Mehurkee," and afterwards, " Pergunnah Mahteh la, wu Meerpoor Mehurkee ,"  
and in th e ·w ritin g there i s  no  " wu ' '  (and) at  all. 

Given before the Com mis!lion thi s 26th April 1 860. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, Pre sident. 

Tawur A-lull i s  then recalled before the Commi�ion on his former solemn 
affi rmation, and cross- questic,ned by his Highness Meer A li Moorad, as 
follows :-

Queatio11. You state that io  the C\·ening of th e 9th Shabl iun 1208,  H i gree, you 
heard that I came from Dejce Kakote, and a rri vt'd at Now nahar ; who told you 
this ,  and said tliere had been a fi ght betn een Meer Roostum Khan and myself ?
Amwcr. I heard it from Dy<lass the kardar of S11k ktir ,  a nd also from Meer 
Nusseer Khan' s  vukee l ,  Bahndoor Ali Shah, who came at the t im e  to report it 
to Captain Brown. When I heard it, I immediately went to report it  to l\lajor 
Clibborn. 

Did )"OU hea r it from any one el se ?-The whole of Sukku r  " as speaking about 
it. I also hearci it from JaJ la Koondundass ,  the vukeel of Meer Roostum Khan,  
who was here. 

You state that you did not show the copy of th e treaty you had to any one 
except to Captain Brown, but mentioned about it to Captai n  M a let and Major 
Goldney ; what d id they say in reply  ?-Captain Malet sai d  b e  had inqu ired 
from Meer Sah el, about i t ,  " ho replied that Captain Pope had com e and inves
tigated the matter, a sking Peer Ali Gohur, Meer Zunghce Khan , and Kumal  
Khan Jullanee, and other respectable peopl e about i t ; and h e  also said that he 
wou l d  w rite what I had told him to the Governor, and ti ll then , and he receiv ed 
a reply, h e  wou ld  nut Jay down the boundary of Mahtehla. Major Goldney merely 
stated that there was �ome d elay in inquiring about this business, but h e  would 
ask me about it afterwards. 

Given before the Commi�sion the 26th April 1850. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

It being pa st fi ve o'dock, th e Commission adjourns, and at th e request of h i s 
High ne ss Meer Ali Moorad , the next m eeting i s  appointed to take place on 
Mon day next ,  the 29th i nstant, at 1 1  A.ti. 

A letter i s  at the same time di rected  to be written to h i s  Highness, in forming 
him that th e Commission are ready to receh- e the evidence of any witnesses 
he  may wi sh to call, relat ive to the c ircumstances of the cession i n  th e t reaty of 
Nownaha r. Translation of this will be found ,  numbered 8, i n  the Appendix,  
Exhibit (E.) , contai ning a l l  th e correspondence not recorded in  th e body of the 
proceed ing s, on th� subject of th e pesent i nvestigation. 
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Fouara DAY. 

Sukkur, Monday, 29 April 1 860. 

THE Commissi on re-assembles this day, pursuant to adj ournment, and proceeds 
with the i nvestigation of the matter before it. 

Present :-The President and Members, as on Friday la st ; and h is Highness 
Meer Al i Moorad  attend s as before, w ith such person s as he wishes to be 
pre sent to assist in the examination of the witnesses, &c. 

His Highness Meer Al i Moorad's reply to the letter addressed to h im  on 
Friday, in which he states that h is witnesses are in attendance, is read, and a 
tra nslation recorded in the Appendix , u nder Exh ibit (E.),  No. 9. 

His High ness having brought h is reply to a letter  a ddressed to h im on 
Satu rday, the 27th instant, requesting any explanation he might have to offer on 
certain points in the correspondence placed  before the Commi ssion, which 
appear to bear  strongly on the subject under investigati on, the following trans
lations of the several paragraphs of th is reference to the A meer, a nd of the 
lettHs or oth er papers referred  to therein, are here recorded, w ith t ranslation 
of h is H ighness Meer Ali Moora d's reply on each point placed i n  juxtaposition, 
in order that the whole may be shown in the clearest l ight on the proceedings 
of the Commission. 

A Letter addressed to his Highness Meer 
A li Moorad, to the following effect. 

After Compliments. 
I BEKEWITH transmit to your Highness 

copies of three documents bearing on the 
subject now under investigation, on which 
the members of the Commission would be 
glad to be favoured \\' i th any explanations 
your H ighness may wi1:1h to offer. 

The first i,; the copy of a letter addressed 
by your· Highness to Cnptain Brown, imme
d iately after the battle of Nownahar, in 
w hich you describe the cession made by 
M eer R.oostum Khan as consisting of vil
lages, aud allude to it as bt'i llO'

i, 
of incon

�iderable amount, compared wit 1 your de
mand�. Your H ighness 1s requested to explain 
how thi� C8n be reconciled with 1he  actual 
<'Xtent of the cession, as it now appears i n  
the treaty i n  the Koran, consisting o f  the 
pergunnahs of Meerpoor, Mahtehla and Me
hurkee, and several villages, amounting in all 
to a considerable value. I may further add, 
in allusion tu this point, that the letters re
ceived at the same time by Captain Brown, 
from M eers Roastum and N usseer Khan, 
allude to the cessiun in term11 in l ike manner 
ind icating it to have been of small value. 

Letter, copy of which was enclosed in the 
above ; 
Fr,.m :lleer Ali Morad to Cap1ain Brown, 

recei\·ed 1 8  September 1 842. 
After compliments. 

I R ECEIV ED your le t ter directing  me to 
desist from host i l ities and the  gathering of 
troops 1 i l l  you heard from Major Outrum. 
The circumstances are these : from t he com
me11cemrnt of the tl isputes with Meer N us
st·er Khan, and the burning of my vil lages, 

notwithstanding 

Reply of ki, High�s, Meer Ali Muorad 
to R. K.  Pri11gle, Esq. 

Foa the i nformat ion of the Commission, 
states, after compliments, and recapitulatiag 
the conten ts  of the Commissioner's letter : 

" The: copy of the letter you have sent me, 
addressed to Captain Brown, is not to be 
found entered on my records. I haYe had a 
very di!io1ent search made For it, but cannot 
find it ; have, however, a copy of the letter 
which I addressed to that officer on the day 
of the fight, the 9th of Shahbhan, in reply to 
a letter from h im ,  and in it there is merely 
an account of the battle, but no nl lusion 
whatever either 10 vil lages or pergunnabs. 
I send you a copy of th is  witb my present 
reply for your perm:al ; and the other letter, 
in  which the conditions of peace are re ferred 
10, and certain villages mentioned, m ust, I 
ima�ine, have been written by Shaik Ali 
H ussain, who was my fully accredited karb
harree. The particular� of the villages and 
pergunnabs are not entered in this, as the 
object of it was merely to communicate in
telligence of what had happened, in order 
that the disturbance might be put a stop to ; 
and at that time the country of Sci :1de was 
in possession of its former rulers, and had 
not been conquered by the Bri 1 ish Gdvern
ment. The matter was one between myself 
:md the other Meers of Khyrp"or as brothers, 
and they sometimes had been in the habit of 
taking my villa�es, and ,;ometimes I used to 
take theirs. I did not, therefore, think it ne
cessary to send par1iculars of th� villages and 
pergu11nahs to that officer, hut wai c�n
tented to inform him that the Kornn contam-
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notwithstanding your kind advice to h im, he 
still persisted in _his co�rt1e ; your . remon
strances made no 1mpress10n upon _him: Al
though I knew him to �e muc� mfer1or_ to 
me in force, and uotw1thstandmg the _m
juries he had inflicted on me by burnmg 
villages, &c., I etill co11ti 1 1 ued humbly to 
supplicnte for the restoration of my property. 
He would not l isten, but sent Futteh Gohrl'e 
to me at Ahmedabad, with a demand of t�e 
ce&sion of _yet more territory. He made his 
demands in such n tone as to make my 
heart born. A fterwards he returned to Khyr
poor, there to conspire a�ainst me with M eer 
Mahomed H usseen. All this l learned from 
my secret wri ter, whose name I do not th in� 
necessarv to mention ; J. therefore thought that 
if I delaJved my movements, it would a llow 
time for their plot to ripen, an� thus caus_e me 
loss. He is deserving of punishment, e i ther 
from my hands or the British ; Y"U have de
ferred h i s  punishment, I _therefore �ave made 
preparations to puns .� bun !11rs�l f, hefore he 
may find �II o_ppo�tumtr of IIlJUTing me. 

ing the treaty would afterwards be sent for 
his inspection, when he would become awa,-e 
of what was contained in i 1 .  It was men
tioned in  the letter that the Koran would be 
sent i n  a few days. Had I known at that 
time thnt the country of Scinde would be 
conquered by the British Government, and 
that that part ofit belonging to Meer Nusseer 
Khan would revert to Government, I should 
certainly have written the n�mes and other 
particulars of the country 10 my letter to 
Captain Brown, copy of which was forwarded 
with the above. 

" After compl iments. 
" In reply to my letter I received yo�r 

answer, saying that you were much dis
pleased with 1 1 .y  conduct. 

•• The circum,tances are these : Meer 
N ussur Khan has created much d isturbance, 
ki l l ing my people and burning vi llages ; not
withstand ing your _advice, he_ would not 
enter i nto terms or give me my n�hts, though 
I sen t  Fuqueers, Suyuds and others to �r�at 
with h im ; but, on the contrary, conspmng 
with 1uy enemies, did all in his powe1· to in
j ure 111e. l encamped iu my own territory ; 
Mter Mahomed Ali ,  brother of Meer Nua
sur Khan, advanced, and built stockades in 
my front; they commenced hostilities against 
me ; I succeeded so well that I could have 
done wi th them as I wished, when I received 
your letter, on the receipt of which I imme
diately allowed Meer Nussur Khan and 
others to go their own way ; J, who am a 
well-wisher of the British Government, of 
cour�e followed the advice given ; you may 
be sure that there are none i n  this country 
\I ho wi l l  serve the British Government as I 
will and have done : there is now no one to 
oppu,;e the B, i tish ; should, however, any 
one be so mad ai to th ink of doing so, I am 
ready, when, with my own army alone, I will 
deal with them as they deserve. Should their 
army Le much superior in number_ �o mine, 
I w i l l  r.all for the support of the British, and 
again be foremost in the attack ; anrl I, 
therefore, trust that these, my good feelings 
for the Brit ish Government, will be taken 
into consideration." 

(signed) 
(Tl'Ue translation.) 

F. Harding, Captain, 
Persian Interpreter. 

· At the m,t1gat1on of Ghorec he has for
gotten the respect due to me as his master, 
and his position as my s�rvant . . He has from 
cowardice concealed h1 111self m Khyrpoor, 
which place I respect on account _of Meer 
Roostum Khan. Meer Mahomed Ah, brother 
of Meer M usset'r Khan, erected three stock
ades in m v front, which he, Meer Goo lam Ma
homed son of Meer Roostum Khan Allee 
Buksh' son of Meer Tazal Mal iomed, with 
severai' chit-ls, and hundrtds 1,f soldi�rs, occu
pied. The moment my_ victorious army ad
vanced to the attack they 1mmediatdy d esnted 
the two foremost stockades, taking up a posi
tion behind the th ird,  w here my troops, regard
less of the fire poured int11 them� pursued the 
enemy, und rsurrounded the th i rd stockade. 
I was about to masRacre the whole when a 
voice arose, crying out, We are the sons of 
Meer Roostum ; for the lOl·e of God spare us. 
I had g iven orders to my troops r.ot to fight 
even w 1 1h the servants of Meer H.oostum ; 
but on hearing that they were the sons of 
M eer Roostum, I at ouce spared them, 
makin•• them prisoners. In  the meantime 
Meer Roostum became mediator, and gave 
ovei· to me several villages to cover tht' ex
pense of my army and tb_e loss I had sua
tained amounting to lacs of rupees. I, how
-ever., �as not contented with tbe fow plnces 
they made over to me, and would have de
manded reparation for the whole of my ksa, 
had not your letter at that moment arrived ; _I then agreed to accept of the villages 
that Meer R11ostum offered to we, poatponm" any further demands for a future 
time, w hicb I hope to receive from the baods '?f the Brit.i�h, i� whom 1 pl!ce implicit 
confidence. You may hourly expect the arrival of Sha1k Ah•Hussun, \\ 1th a Koran 
sealed by Meers Ro':l8tum and N ussur Khan, in which the treaty is entered. He 
will explain all ueta1la to you. 

(True translation.) 

(signed} �- Harding, Captain, 
Persian Interpreter. 
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Remark k11 the Commissio11.-The original of th is letter  is recorded on the 
r_ecords as having been received on th e 27th September 1842, and l etters written 
by Captai n Brown, forwarding tra nslati ons of it ,  as  well as of that given on the 
other side to Ma jor Outram at th e time, will be found in the Appendix , Exhibit 
(D.) ; n o  dat e  is put by the writ er on either of the originals of these letters. 
They are, h owever, endorsed with Capta in Brown's initials. 

Para. 2. The second is the copy of a let
tn received by Sir Charles .Napier from your 
Highness on the 24th January 18113, i n  
which you claim the pergunnah of Mahtehla 
and certain vill11ges, but no mention is made 
in it of the per�unnnhs of Meerpoor and 
Mehurkee, as now entered in the treaty of 
Nownahar ; your H ighness is requested to 
account for this omission. 

Letter here al luded to. 

From His H ighness Meer .Ali Moorad to 
H is Excellency Sir C. Napier, K. c. B. 

After compliments. 

'' As regards 1he letter to Sir Charles 
Napier, in which the pergnnnah ofMahtehla 
alone and several vi llagt11 are applied for, l 
!JE-g to state that, from the first, the pergun
uah Mahtehla  hns included the wholt-, and 
M eerpoor and Mehe1·kee are part of it, and 
have from ancient times been subordioa1e to 
it. I f  the evidence of the Zumeendart. be 
required on this point, they can be produced 
for the Commission ; nil these pl"ceis form 
one pergunnah, not three, that Meerpoor 
and Meherkee should be designated sepa
rately aa pel'gunnahs. The reason of writing; 
them in tbe treaty was that Meer Mobaruck 
Khan, when be divided his country amongst 
his sons, separated these places into tuppals, 
but they d id not from tbi, circumstance be
come separate pergunnahs, and if M eerpoo1 
and Mehurkee were excluded from the per 
gunnah of Ma:htehla, then how could the 
Jattet· alone be called a perguanah without 
them, since il is well kuown , 1 bat 1bese Lwo 
places belong to it. On this account 
Mahtehla only wes claimed in the letter, as 
my pergunnah, and the other places de
pendent on it were not mentioned . The 
detail s  however are stated in 1be Koran." 

AccoRDING  to your instructions, I have 
ordered my people to leave the l·ouu1ry 
between Roree and �ubzalkote-, and to cleli
ver it over 10  the people of Bhawul Khan ; 
but I have one word to say, that bt:-fore this 
you were kind enou�h to write me. that you 
would leave me the 'pergunnah of Mahtehla 
and three villageR ; namely, Dad la, Kun
dheree, and Soonderbei la, my property now ; 
any ordera you  wi l l  give I shall obey. I f  
you k indly e;ive m e  the abO\·e-named pergun
nah and the villages, tel l  me that I may 
keep some men 1he1 e, anti to make o\'er the 
remainder to the Khan's (the N uwab's) people. Wri te  a letter to Bawul K han ; tell 
him not to interfere in the above-named pergunnah and vi llages, but to tak e  
charge of the rest you may d o  as you please. 

Dated 23d Zilkay 1268. 

P. S.-lt was mentioned in your proclamation. thnt yuu would take the grai n 
of the pre,ent c rop, the khurreef. Now, my men have prepared all t he grain 
of 1he present crnp of thii,; country. The grain is ready, and t hey have only Lo 
take it ; what is  your order ? If  you wish my people to take t he grain, I hope 
you will write tn th� N uwah, telli ug him nut 10 hinder my people from taking 
this grain, but the futon· rubbee he may take. 

Above date . 
Received 24th Jnnuary 1 843. 

Para. 3. The thi rd is a copy of a certifi
cate of indemnity, purporting to have. been 
1,:ranted by your Highness to Peer Ah Go
hur on I he occasion of his rt"-writing the first 
leaf of the Koran, which bears your High
ntss's seal, 11 1 1 < 1  the supe1 scription " Hubu l 
ui;t," i n  your own hand , and the original of 
wh ich pnper \\ 8� i;hl)wn to your Hi�hne�s 
when Peer Al i  Gohar's evidence was taken 
before the <'.,omrnis-ion. Your' Highness is  
1 equested to in tor111 the members of 1 he 
Commission whdher th,,. document i s  genu
ine, nnd whether the seal and superi;cription 
w h ich it bears ure really  those of yoor 
Highness. 

Certificate here all uded to. 

" Confirmed ." 
The reason of wri t ing this is as follows : 

:Meer Roostum Khan and Meer Nusseer 
Khan ga,·e me the porgunnah of M ahtehln, 
on account of the lacks of rupees I had ex
prnde<l in the battle of Khyrpoor. 

The 

" My reply, regarding the certificate with 
my seal and superscription, i n  the possession 
of Peer Ali Gohur, as an indemnity for his 
re-wntmg the fresh leaf of the Koran, and 
which he has shown to the Commission, is as 
follows : 

" I !-lnted in the reply I formerly gave in to 
the Commission, 1hat the Shaik. 11 nd  the 
Peer were both fully accreditecl ministe, s of 
mine, and kept my seal in their charge, 
writing whatever they required, and putting 
my seal upon i t. They \\ ere aJ:.10 in the 
habit of gt'tting my signature in the words 
Bahal ust on blank. papers, under preteuce of 
requiring them for some particular business ; 
when they afterwards became inimical to me, 
they may doubtless have for�ed this writi ng, 
but I ne•er ga,e any sucl1 certificate ; and 
why should I have done so ? The leaf of the 
Koran was not written over again, and the 
members of the Commission shuuld consider 
that Peer Ali Gohur is a Fuq ueer, and poor ; 
if he  was possessed of sufficient circumspec
tion to aslc. for such a certificate, would not I, 

who 
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The pergunnahs Meerpoor, Mahtehla, 
Mehr, and 01her towns were �iven to me, �nd 
written in the Koran by their own free will. 

who am the chief of a tribe and an Ameer, 
have had wisdom enough not to gi,e it 1 
These forgeries are the work of my enemies, 
who are the promoters of sedition. Even 
when l took back my st·al from them, it was 
soo11 afterwards stolen, and Peer Ali Gohur 
admitted this in his evidence before the 
Commission three days ago. lfl am desired 
by the Commis1ion, I can, God williug, pro
duce unl1uestionable evidence on this point, 
and also to prove that the stolen seal was 
seen with the Pt'er. They may therefore 
have made thousands of such cer1ificates. 

By the carelessness of the servant who 
kept the Koran,s�me ink was s�ilt on �ome ?f 
1he words, in a hue of the cei-s1011 wntten m 
the Koran, which spoilt it a little. I said to 
•peer Ali Gohur, " The page is �poilt; I will 
take it out; you write " copy of it in another 
page ; because the original was w, itte11 by 
you, so also write this.'' The Peer Saheb 
refused to write it. I then said, I would take . 
all blame on myself; that cone should rest on 
bim • if any thing wu said re!!arding it, l 
wouid be answerable. I give this doouruent � the. Petrt 10 sbo� that the respo�
.ibility of the ad 1ests ,�it.h Dle, and nut wuh . him • . 1 �erelore write, that 111 
performing this the Peer 1s not to blamt-, be havmit written at uy my orders. The 
above writing J give to remain wi1h the Peer as a Sunnud. 

Dated 2d of the month Rujuh, 1239 Higru. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. W. Younghusband, 

Lieutenant of Police. 

Para. 4. In addition tn the points above " With regard to the peraunnahs of Mah-
noticed, it has attracted the attention of the tehla, Meerpoor, and Mehu�ee being written 
Commission, that among the district11 made in the treaty about the Turban, I beg to state, 
over to your Highness by Metr Roostnm that Meer Roostum Khan wa,i the elde$t 
along with the 1'urb1m, those of Meerpoor son of Meer Sohrab Khan, and al1hough the 
and Mahtebla are included, which seems laltt-r eave a part of his divided country to 
ioconsistenl with the fact of their previous Meer Mobaruck Kh,m, still Meer Roostum 
cession by the trellty uf Nownuhar ; on this Khan, who afterwards became chief uf the 
point also the Commissioner would ue glad trilie and master of the Turban, poasessed full 
to be favoured with your Highness's expla- authority over it � and when Mrer Nusseer 
nation. Khan, together with Meer Mahomed Hussun 

Khan had become disobedient to Meer Roostum and inimical to the Britis!1 Govern
mt nt, Meer Roostom Khan did not think the former fit for the mana�emeut of his 
coun1ry, and gave it over to me on the pages of the Koran ; and m tho�e days 
Meer Hoostum Khan sent a private message to Sir C. Napier, regarding his being 
helpless in the hands of his relations. His Excellency, in consequence, in the 
month of Dt'ce111ber 1842, issued a proclamation on the subject, n copy of which 
I beg to enclose for your perusal, and if the members of the Commi�sion con-
11ider that the said Pergunnah Mahtebla Mt·erpoor was written in the l rt'aty of 
the Turban, because it had not before been ceded by the treaty of Nownahar, 
then I wuuld usk how the pergunnah of Gotekee happens also to be written in 
the treaty of the Turban ; and besides this, the insertioa of the pergunnah of Ma.h
tehla Meerpoor in the st'Cond treaty was II confirmation of the cession mede in the 
first, and proves its genuineness ; when Sir C. Napier, however, wished to take 
Possession of the country of Meer Nusseer Khan, I submitted at once to hia 
orders without hesitation. 

" These are my replies to the four question& of the Commii!sion, and the gen
tlemen ure w ise, and can d istinguish between friends und enemies. I need not, 
tbel'efore, write more, although the whole world is full of my enemies, who envy 
my prosperity and reputation. The whole of this is now in your hand." 

" 16 Jumodee Oolsumce, 1266," 

PaocLAVATION alluded to abave, under the Seal of Sir C. Napier. 

· '' Meer Roostum Khan has privately sent me a message that beIB in the hands 
of his relatives, and helpless in consequence, which prevents his acting properly 
in concert w ith the British Government. On receiving this message, I wrote in 
reply, that his disobedient relatives should be kept under surveillance for thek 
admonition ; I also recommended him to go to the Kote of Seeojee, to his brother, 
Meer Alli Moorad Khan, which he accordingly did ; I was therefore much 
pleased with Meer Roostum Khan's conduct, and wished to write again to the. 
Governor-general regarding his friendliness and obedience to Government, and 
was desirous of visiting him. I was satisfied that he had again become on 
friendly terms. But Meer Roostum Khan afterwards Aed from All i  Moorad Khan, 
and joined in consultation with the seditious people who were m conspiracy 

7 3 • .- v 3 against 

!18 April 1850. 
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ngainst Government. He has, therefore, comm itted m isconduct, and d isgraced 
h imself. I now, in consequen ce, proclaim to a ll the chiefs and inhabitants 
of Sci nde, in o rder that it may Le generally known, that Meer All i  Moorad 
Khan is the owner of all the sovereignty of  the Talpoors, and a l l  the people 
m ust be obedient to h im as such. Whoever transgresses Meer Ali Moorad's 
order, I will mak e h im by force obey it. Have no doubt of this ." 

His H ighness Meer A l li Moorad l ikw ise presents a paper of remarks, which is  
read, and translat ion of it recorded, as follows : 

'' When Captain Pope v is ited Khyrpoor, to inquire into the c ircumstances re
gardin� th e Turban, he a lso inquired about th e treaty of Nownahar, as stated by 
Peer Al l i  Gohur  in h is deposition, i n  which h e  says that that offi cer  asked h im 
wh ether the t reaty of Nownahar was in h is hand writing, and that he replied th at 
it was .  The fact, however, is, that the said gentleman in<Juired into the circum
sta11 ce 6f Nownahar from th e Pee r and other respectable persons, and they 
related all that happened ; how the disturbance orig irrnted , and how in the end 
peace was restored by l\l eer Roostum Khan w riting this treaty on the Koran. 
Captain Pope also adm inistered an  oath to the  Peer and other parties regard ing 
th e genuineness of the treaty, as shown in the Koran. They swore on the 
Koran accord ingly to t h e  treaty being genuine, and to there being no douht 
about it. These people are al ive, awl w ill testify to a ll this before the Com
m i ssion, when th e truth or falsehood of the Peer w il l  become known. H is 
falsehood is indeed apparent,  from h is own confess ion ; for, in h is d eposit ion he 
says tha t Captain Pope on ly asked h im about h is handwrit ing ; whereas, in h is 
second depos ition, he states that Captain Pope  gave h im an oath, and asked h im 
about h is handwriting. H is falsehood will becom e still more apparent w l ien the 
oth er witnesses are examined ; an<l now ,  when h e  asserts that the treaty was 
forged, how can h is assertion be bel ieved, after his having stated on oath before 
Capta in Pope that it was genuin e ?  How can the evidence of such a man, who 
turns h is hack on h is oath, and forswears h is rel igion, be depended on ? 

" Peer  All i  Gohur states, in h is deposition, that when th e M eer Saheh 
extracted the leaf from the Koran b e  was not present ; and Sheik All i  Hussan 
says in h is deposition, that the leaf was extracted at Kbyrpoor before Bushrut 
All i and Peer All i Gohur, when he (Sheik Al li) was at Babl>erlow. As there 
is a differenc e between th e statement of the Sheik and the P eer on th is point, 
th e Com m iss ion is requested to consider  it. 

" Sh eikh All i  Hussan say s  tha.t h e  took the  copy of th e treaty writt en in the 
Koran  to Captain Brcwn three days after the battle of Nownahar, and caused i t  tu 
be entered i n  th e Government records, and that that copy was lost by moonshee 
Moyadeen ;  a lso , that after th e treaty was a ltered, h e  caused anoth er copy to be 
entered on th e Gov ernm ent records ; but as this must l 1ave been seen 
by Captain Brown, how came h e  not to h esita te about it when h e  had also seen 
the fi rst copy ? 

" When th e two separate cop ies of  the treaty ( one of wh ich was g i  \· en in by 
Moonshee Towur Mull) were shown to Sheikh Alli B u ssan, and a question puc 
to him whether he recogn ised them, h e  replied th at he did, an d that th ey were. both in  th e handwri ting of Moonshee Bnsllarut A lli, but with different k inds ot 
pens ; and in his fourth deposition he  states that h e  thought them alik e. But if 
they appeared differen t, stil l it is evident that the one in Towar Mull's possession 
was giv en by h im, as it contains h is handwriting upon it ; from this i t  is clear 
that the copy in qu C'st ion is a forged one, and m ight have been g iven by the 
Sheikh afterwards. The handwriting of the two copies is evidently different, and 
the fi rst copy is not written by Busha rut  Alli. The m embers of t he  Comm ission 
can consider th is. 

" Sheikh A lli Hussun, i n  h is replies to questions, states that t h e  Sah ib (mean
ing Captain Pope) read a part of  th e leaf and asked h im;  but it did not occur to 
the Sah ib that a leaf  had been ex tracted , and he therefore thought t hat it was 
probably a draft. As th e gentlemen of the Commission a re possessed o f  wisdom, 
th ey w ill consider how it is possible that  this could occur with an officer acquain ted 
with Persian ; and how he cou ld have read it w ithou t seeing what i t  was about i> 
Captain Pope only sent for th e Koran to remove h is suspicion about the forgery ; 
and if the extracted paper was also read by him, how was it that he  d id not dis
cover it ? 'Therefore the Commission ought to inqui re about this. 

" Sheikh Alli Hussun, in h is reply about the difference in the d eposit ion, 
where h e  first says that Meer Alli Moorad Khan gave h im the extracted paper .to

ta1e 
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take care of, and afterwards that the extracted paper fell by mistake into the 
hands of Captain Pope, states that he does not remember having mentioned any
thing to the former effect in h is  deposition, and that it was another paper that 
Meer Sahib gaYe him to keep. In these two statements, therefore, his false
hood is appart::nt ; the members of tne Commission wil l  therefore consider about 
this. 

" Sheikh Alli Hussun ,  in his reply regarding his having seen or not having 
seen the copy of the t reaty given by Towur 1\1 ult, says that he never afterwards 
saw it, and that the Commissioner did not tell him that it was Towur M ull's 
copy of the treaty . I would tlwrefore point out that he denies having seen i t, 
although the Commissioner did show i t  to him ; and as regards his saying that 
the Commissioner uid not tell h im that Towur l\foll had given this copy, it 
appears by his own statement that his handwriting was upon i t, and that i t  was, 
therefore, the sam e  that he gave to Towar M ull .  How, then, did he not recog
nise his own handwriting before, and discover that it was the paper he had given 
to Towar Mull ? From this his falsehood is evident, Hn<l the members of the 
Comm ission will consider tl i is. 

" Sheikh Alli Hussun, in his deposition, says that the annual revenue of Meer
poor, Mathela, and l\lehurkee, in former days, was two lacs of rupees, and now 
that it is one lac of rupees ; whereas l have a statement of the produce for nine 
crops of Meerpoor, Mahtehla, and Mehurkee, which altogctLer amounts to one lac 
and 31 ,000 ruptes of net reYeuue. At thi8 rate, the annual produce would appear 
only to be Rs. 29,055 .  13 a. ; if, therefore, the Sheikh tells such a great falsehood 
in this matter, be will of course do the same on all other poin ts. 

" Major Lang, on the first day of our rneetiug, said that S ir C. Na1iier and 
Captain Malet had not seen the extracted paper of the treaty , ;  then why does 
Sheikh Alli H ussun,  in his deposition, dated in December H�49 ,  say that he  gave 
a leaf of the Koran to Sir C. Napier ? If his Excellency ha<l had the least sus
picion, how could he h ave allowed n1e to enjoy the country, especially in those 
days  w h en the Sheikh represented t.he c ircumstance of the forgery to his Excel
lency i- The country of Mathela, Meerpoor, and Mehurkee, was in posse.5sion of 
Government. This ought to be considered by the members of the Commission. 

" The witne�ses in this case who have appeared before the Commission are 
three men ; the first Pei r Alli Gohur, the second Sheikh Alli H ussun, and the 
thi rd Towur l\l ull. The fact, howe,·er, is, that the Peer and Sheikh have em
bezzled from me many lacs of rupees, which I can prove against them by my 
accounts ; therefore they have made al l these allegations against me. Towur , 
Mull i s  a criminal and a prisoner, whose term of confinement has not yet ex
pired. Ou the statement vf my enemies, he h c1 s  Leen released from imprison
ment and brought to give evidence. If 1 00 prisoueri; are released and brought 
forward to give false evidence, they wi l l, of course, considering their own release from confinement ,  state what may suit their own purpose. How, then, can t he 
evidence of such men be admitted before the Commission ? 

" Dated 1 6  Jamudee Ool Akhir, 1 266. From Sukkur (29 April 1 850)." 

The following witnesses are then prod uced by his Highness Meer Alli Moorad, and, having been separately called before the Commissi9n, are examined on 
solemn affirmation, as follows : -

Meer Zungee Khan, uncle of ] 1 is Highness Meer Alli Moorad Khan, an inha
bitant of Khyrpoor, aged about 80 years, is questioned bv his  Highness l\leec 
Alli Moorad, as follows : •-

Question. State what you know about the battle of Nownahar, and about the 
writ ing of the treaty i n  t l 1e  Koran ?-Answer. On the 9th day of Shabun 1 258, Meer A lli  Moorad Khan left Deejee-Kakote with his army, and arrive<l at n. piacc called Chakur. \\" hen this news was reported to Meer Roostum Khan , at 
Khyr puor, he sent me, his younger son, Meer Alli Murdan, and Kumal Klian 
J ulbanee, to Men All i  -l\Ioorad Khan , to endeavour to make peace. Although we did our utmost to persuade him, we could not succeed, as he said he had expended 
enormous  sums of money, which he m ust receive from Meer Nusseer Khan, and also take his cou ntrv from him.  We therefore returned, and told �Jeer Hoostum 
Khan of t his ; and°' he again sent me, w i th Peer Alli Gohnr, Alli Murdan, and 
Kumal Khau Juluanee, to -Meer A ll i  Moorad Khan, and entreated him, through 
us, to desist. In  the meantime Meer All i  Moore.d's army became victorious, and 
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that of Meer Roostum Khan was defeated, and Meer Mahomed Alli and Meer· Gholum l\.fahomed both seized . Meer Hoostum Khan then went himself to Meer Alli Moorad, taking me  and Peer Alli Gohur wi th h im.  He began by entreating him much, and then he  gave h is  seal to Meer Alli Moorad Khan, telling him to take whatever country he wished, and at the same time holding out before h im the sk irt of his garment (by way of urgent entreaty) . Meer Alli Moorad Khan told h im that he  had noth ing to do with h im, but that he would take the lacs of rupees he had  expended, as well as h is  country, from Meer Nusseer Khan . At last Meer Roostum Khan, takiug h is seal back from .Meer Al l i  Moorad , had a treaty written by Peer All i  Gohur, and attached his seal to it, to the effect that se,·en villages of li is own and the pergunnah of Mathela� .l\:feerpoor, and Mehurkee, and the vi l lage of Dadloo, belonging to Meer Nusseer Khan, should be given to Meer Alli Moorad.  He then took the seals of Meer Nusseer Khan and Meer All i  Ukhbar, h is  own son, and attached them l ikewise to the writing. Meer Mahomed Alli and l\leer Gholam Mahomed, the sons of l\Ieer Roostum Khan, were then released. Meer Alli Moorad remained there that night, and Meer Roostum Khan returned to Khyrpoor. This is all that occurred, and the treaty written on the Koran was to the effect mentioned above .  When you went to  Captain Pope, whnt other persons were present :-f myself, Peer Alli  Gohur, 8ool iman Abdur, Jeeham Khan, . Shaher Toshukjec, Kumal Khan Julbanee, Sheik Alli Bussan, Dewan Shere Sing, and Dewan Kesheeram, all went, by order of Meer Alli Moorad Khan, to Captain Pope, in the bungalow of Mere Shere Mahomed. That officer first asked me about the Turban, and then about the matter of Nownahar, and, having gi\·en an oath three times to Peer Alli G oh ur, made him swear that it was h is  handwriting, and that there "as no difference i n  i t. 

Question by tl,e Commission. As you state that seven vil lag<'s were given by Meer Roost.an Khan, and the pergunnah of Mathela, Meerpoor, and Mehurkee, an<l the v i llage of Dadloo, belonging tJ Meer Nusseer Khan, do _you know whether these places were received at the time by M eer All i  Moorau Khan or not :-These places were immediately givrn over to Meer Alli Muorad Khan. 
Given before the CoIPmission, this 29th April 1 850.  (signed) R. K. Prin_qle, President. 

·Kuma l  Khou Jubbanee, formerly in the service of Meer Roostum Khan ,  and now in  that of his Highness Meer All i  Moorad Khan. from whom he holds a. jaghier, aged about 60 years, is questione<l by his Highness l\1eer Alli Moorad. 
Question. Relate the circumstances of the battle of Nownahar ?-Answer. On the  9th of Shab»n 1 258 a battle was fought at Nownahar between Meer All i  Moorad Khan· and Meer Ruostum Khan and Mt·<>r Nusseer Khan . A rter many persons were kil led on both i;ides, 1 he army of Meer Alli Mourad Khan becamE victorious, and the othel' party was defeated . Meer Mahomc:d Alli  and his servants " el'e seized, and Meer Roost um Khan afterwards sent Meer ZunCTee Khan and Meer Alli M urdan to Meer A ll i  .l\Joora<l Khan to try and make pe:ce. We trird our utmost, but could not persuade him ; he sai d  that on th is accoun t  he  had expemle<l lacs o f  rupees, and without receiving t h is back and taking h is country he could not make terms. Hearing this we returned to Meer Roostum Khan and i nformed him of i t .  Meer Hoostum Khan then got i nto l i is mubafa (a kiud of pal�ec) and went to Meer Alli Moor�d, �aking me, Meer Zungee Khan, Peer l\lh Gohur, aud Juhan Khan Saber with 1nm .  ;\,leer Roostum Khan took up the skirt of his garment before Meer A ll i  Mourad, and held out h i s  seal  to h im ,  telling him to take whatever country he wanted. Meer Alli �foorad replied that he had nothing to do with him, who wns his senior, but that be had a claim against Meer Nusseer Khan, and would  take his country. After a Jong entreaty it was settled that Meer Hoostum Khan should give seven ·vi l laaes of his own, anti the pergunnah l\.Jathcla, Meerpoor, Mehcrkee, with the vilh�ge of Uadloo, Lelonging to Meer Nusseer Khan . Peace was thus restored , and a treatv to the above effect written on the Koran, on which are the seal of Meer· Roostum Khan, Meer Nusseer Khuu, and Meer A lli Ukhbur. The�e wereaffixed to it by Meer Roostum KhanJ aud the Koran given to l\Jeer Alli Moorad. Meer· 
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Meer Alli Moorad rem ained \here that day, and Meer R oostum Khan returned 
in  the e,•ening to Khyrpoor. 

When Captai n  Pope vis ited Khyrpoor to i nquire about the treaty of the 
Turban, and also about th e N ownahar busi ness, who were present, and what 
were they asked r--Th at offi cer c al led  confidenti al people before h im ,  such as 
Meer Zungee Khan , M eer  Chakur Khan, Peer Alli Gohu r, S heikh Alli Bussan, 
Juban Khan  Shaher, Suliman Abdar, an d myself: �nd asked· Peer AIJ i  Gohm· 
whether the  circumstances about the Turban and the battl e of N ownahar were 
as stated. The Koran that w a!!- with Sheikh Alli Hussan was th en giv en to 
Peer Alli G ohur, auJ hel d at th e same time by Captain Pope, wh o told h im 
that i t  contain ed h is  faith and religion, and asked h im whether be  w as the Peer 
of the Umeers, or also of the poor, and told h im to relate wh at was true, on 
his oath. The Peer repli ed that whatever was stated i n  the  Koran was genuine 
and true. 

Given before the C ommission, the 29th April 1 860.  

(si gned) R. K. Pringle, President. 

Soo/eman Abdar, formerly employed i n  the servi ce of Meer Roostum Khan, 
and at present without any employment  or jaghier, i nh abitan t of Khyrpoor, 
and aged about 64 years, is questioned by his  H ighness Meer  Alli Moora d. 

Question . Relate th e c i rcumstances of the battl e of Nownahar?-.Answer. 
When th e battle was fou ght between Meer Alli Mora d Khan an d Meer Roostu m  
Kh an, and Meer  Nusseer Khan, and m an y  people killed and w oun ded on both 
sides , Alli Moorad's troops were at last victori ous , an d Meer Roostum Kh an 
th en sent Peer Alli Gohur, Meer Zun gee Kh an, Kumal Khan , Julbanee , and 
h is  own son Alli Murdan Khan and m yself, to Alli M oorad Khan to try and 
m ak e  peace. The Meer  replied that he had expend ed lacs, and w ould not make 
terms. When this reply was reported to Meer Roostum Khan, he got into h is 
muh afa and w ent to l\l eer Alli Moorad, who repe ated to  him th at he  had been 
put to  great expense, wh ich h e  must recover, an d that he m ust also take Meer 
Nusseer Khan' s  c ou ntry, or get h old of himself. Meer Roostum Kha n  h eld  out 
th e skirt of hi s garm ent with his seal to hi m, and entreated for peace . It  w as 
then settled by M eer Roostum Khan to give sev en v illages of hi s own , an d th e 
pergunnah of M athela, Meerpoor, Mehurkee, and th e vi llage of Dadl oo, bd on g
ing to Meer Nusseer Khan, to Meer Aili M oorad Khan. O n  this the latter 
agreed to terms. and remained there that night, but M eer Roostum Khan 
return ed to Khyrpoor. This is what occurred. 

Question h:!J the Commission. A re the places Matl aela ,  Meerpoor, and Dadla, 
the names oi a purgunnah or of v illages ? - Mathel a  i s  the name of a pur�unnah. 
Mee rpoor a nd Mehurkee are written with Mathela ; I h ave not seen, but heard 
this ; I do not k now ahout Dadla ; i t  m ay also  be there. 

What was your occupation w ith  Meer  Roostum Khan ?-I was a personal 
sen· ant of h i s, and kept his  clothes an d hi s water, aud was l ik ewise i n  the h abi t 
of tak ing the accounts from his mootsu dees ( managers). 

Given before the Commhisi on this 29th Apri l 1 850.  

(signed) R. K. Pringle, Presid ent. 

Peer Alli Gohur is then re-called before the Commission, an d questi oned by 
M eer Alli Moorad on his former solemn affirm ation, as foll ows : 

Question .  You sta te d  in your depositi on that you ha,·e heard that m y  seal 
was l ost twice, an d t h at on ce it was reall y l ost, but not the second t ime ; did 
you ever get hold of the s eal that was lost ?-Answer. I never got i t ; what 
should J do with your seal ? 

Have you ever shown th e seal that wa s l ost to any person ?-I never got i t ; 
h ow then coul d I show it t o  any oue ?  

Gi\"en before th e Commission the 29tla Apr il 1850. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, Pres ident. 
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Faul MaiNJrrwJ, Kluzn MVSJ'ee, formerly in tlfe BerVice of Meer N1199eer 
Khan, now with Meer Alli Moorad , aged about 36 years, is questioned by 
Meer Alli Moorad, as follows : 

�estwn. �late the circumstance of the loss of my  seal, how it happenee, 
and at what time ?-AABWer. I do  not know wheu the seal of Meer Alli Moordd 
was lost, but I heard that it had been so. I saw ii with Peer Alli Gohor. 
When I became dissatisfied  w ith Meer Alli Moorad I went to Peer Alli Gohur 
and told h im about it, asking his advice as to what I should do  if the Meer 
asked me for an account of the pergunnahs. I n  reply the Peer answered me 
that he would devise some plan for me. I asked him how I was to be satisfied 
of this, and he then took me into his tosheekhana, or private room, and taking 
out a small box he took the Meer Saheb's seal from it, and showed it to me, 
I recognised it as the same seal that had been lost. He then told me that be 
would make a purwana for me about any account that I wished, so that no one 
could afterwards demand any further answer from me. 

How long d id you remain with Peer Alli Gohur ?-I remained 24 months 
with the Peer. 

Question by tke Commission. When did all th is happen that you have related t 
-During the year of Hijree 1263, or about three years ago. 

You have stated that you did not know about the seal that was lost ; how then 
d id you know that it was th is very seal ? -I was not present when the seal was 
lost, but it afterwards became known to everybody that it had been so. 

If impressions of several of his Highness Meer Alli Moorad's seals were 
sh own to you, would you know that of the one that was lost ?-Yes, I would 
:recognize it. 

What business of Alli Moorad's was in your charge, of which you had to give 
an account ?-The tuppa of Larkhana and that of Obowra were both in my 
charge ; I had to give accounts of them as manager. 

Did Peer Alli Gohur give you any paper with the impression of the seal ?
It d id not become necessary. 

How then did you settle your accounts with Meer Alli Moorad ?-They have 
not yet been settlell. 

WJ1ere do you reside now ; within Alli Moorad's territory, or in any other? 
-I reside in the territory of the British Government, at a place called Koriah, 
within about a koss of Peer Alli Gohur's residence. 

Given before the Commission this 29th April 1850. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

H is Highness Meer Alli :Moorad, having bee11. requested to send for the book 
containing copies of h is outward letten,, from which the copy of his letter 1n 
Captain Brown, about the battle of Nownahar, given to the Commission this 
<lay, and translated above, was taken, sends for it accordingly ,  and shows it to 
the Commission, and it is examined in his presence. 

It commences with a few letters written in the year of Hijree, 1259 ; and then, 
after a number of intervening pages, a fresh beginning is made, and letters 
entered in it from the 24th Jumadee Ool Sanee, 1267, to the 28th Zulkay, 1 262. 
The date, 9th Shabun, of the letter to Captain Brown, appears written above 
the line at the end of the letter, as if entered since ; and the letter immediat.ely 
preceding it is dated the 1 6th Rujub, nearly a month before ; and after it 
follows one to Maj or Outram of the same date, 9th Shabun, and then one dated 
in the month Zilkad, between which and Shabun come the Mussulman months 
of Rumzuo and Shawul. No other letters about the same time appear to 
Captain Brown's address, from which it is evident that only some of the Meer's 
letters could have been entered in it, ·and he admits it to have been copied 
afterwards from the loose drafts of letters despatched. 

It being near six o'clock, the Commission then adj ourned till to-morrow, at 
11 A, M. 
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Firm DA.Y. 

Sukkur, Tuesday, 3oth April 1 850. 

TeE Commissi on having assembled this day, pursuant to adj ournment, pro
oeeds with the investigation of the matter before it . 

Present :-The Pr<'sident and Members. n� yesterday ; and his Highness 
Meer All i  Moorad attends a s  before, with such of his people as he wishes 
to h ave with him, for the purpose of examini ng the wttnesses, &c. 

Hoosaif& Skol,, formerly i n  the serv ice of Peer Alli Gohur, an d  now residing 
in the Khyrpoor district, but without employment , aged 50 years , is then called 
before the Commissi on, on the part of his Highness Meer Alli Moorad, and 
exami ned on solemn affirmati on by him, as follows : 

Que8tion. How did you see m y  seal with  Peer A l li Gohur ?-Answer. There 
was some enmity between the Meer Sah eb and Peer Alli Gohur, about a piece 
of jaghier land. Meer Saheb forbade him to do Mmething, and he came h ome 
displeased in consequencP. I went to him ,  and asked why he was angry, saying 
that the Meer was a Sirdar. After thi s, on another occasion, Peer Alli Gohul" 
came home d ispleased with the Meer, and I went to him .  It was on Friday, a t  
noon. I asked him w h y  h e  was s o  angry with the Meer. He replied, he would 
oover agree with h is Highness, and that he intended to go across the river, where 
he desired me  to accompan y him. I asked him why I should go across the 
river, as the country there bel onged to the English Government. A fterwards, 
the Peer sai d  that he h ad got the seal of the Meer S aheb, and would go a cross 
the river and m ake some disturban ce. I tol d  hi m he was speaki ng falsely, as 
he could not h ave the sea.I of the Meer, and, if he had, to sh ow it to me. 
Afterwards he went into  his toshukhana, and, bringing out a small box , took 
the seal out of it and showed it  to me ; seeing it, I sai d  to the Peer that i t  was 
the same seal which AH M oorad had lost at Kh yrpore. The Peer replied, Yes, 
that it was the very same. I asked him bow it fell into his h an ds ,  but he said 
that it wns no  business of m ine, and told me again to come across the river with 
him and they w ould set some scheme on foot. I replied, t hat that was a bad 
thing to do, and a dvised him to desist from it. I li ved a l ong time with the 
Peer, bu..t he left at last and crosseu the river, and 1 remained where I was. 
Meer Alli  M oorad then sent for me, and I took the box containing my  clothes 
and went to .him, and lived with him. When I heard the ci rcumstance of this 
dispute, I told Ali Moorad that Peer Alli Gohur had his lost seal ; and I now 
give my evidence t o  that effect .  Question 'by the Commission. When was the seal o f  the Meer Sahcb l ost ?
In the m on th of Zullu�, 1259,  and on the 11th day of the m onth . 1 heard this 
by the c onversati on of people who were in the habit of frequenti ng Peer A ll i  
Gohur•s house. 

When did you see the seal with Peer AHi Gohur ?-A t noon on Friday, the 
16th of Suffur, but I do not recollect the year ; it. is, h owever, about five years 
ago. 

Had the  Meer S aheb only one seal for sealiug all his letters ?-There was 
only one eeal los t. 

Would you know the seal again if you saw i t ?  (The impressions of two other 
,eat, of 1l1eer Alli Moorad, and al,o of that on the certificate given to Peer Aili Goltur, are here shown to tuitness.) --Yes. I could recognise i t  again. Neither 
of the ot her seals e-hown t o  me are like it, but the one on the certificate is the 
im pressi on of the seal t o  which I allude . 

G iv en before t he Commissi on this 30th A pril 1 850 .  
(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

Qa.zee Jl1ahomed, the son ol' J ozee .Aborolla of Sl i i k urpore, ugcd about 45 
years, i s  then called before the Com missi on on  the part of M eer A ll i  l\Ioorad, and 
examined on solemn affirmation by h im,  as follows :-

Question. '\"\-'hen Sht,ik Alli Hussu n and Peer Alli Gohur visit Shirkarpoor, 
are tl i ey in  the habit of putting u p  with you ?- Answer. Yes, tl iey are in  the 
habit of putt ing u p  with me. The fath er and ancestors of Peer All i  Gohur used 

73. x 2 also 
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also t o  put up in my house� but the last time they came there Sheik. Alli Hu111an 
put up with me, and Peer Alli Gohur in another place. 

Have y ou ever seen any blank papers containing a seal, and the signature of Bahalust wit� �heik All i  Hussun or Peer Alli Gohu� ?- I have seen many blank papers contamm g seals and the words Bahal ust m a box bel onging to Peer Alli Gohur. 
When Peer Alli Gohur hnd the dispate with me, and crossed the river and 

w ent  to see Maj or Goldn ey and put up with y ou, what did he say against me 
to you ?-At first he was concerned in some intrigue about Meerpoor Mathela 
and the wukeel of Meer Mahomed and M eer Mahomed Alli were always coming 
to hi m. One day I heard that the Peer had got something  written on one of 
these  blank papers by some other person, and I told  him that it was not 
becoming in him to ar�t in this way. He replied, that when one man was the 
enemy of another he would not fail to do his u tmost against hi m. I talked to 
him much on the  subj ect, but he would not attend to what I said. One day, 
Sheik Alli Hussun said to me, that during his management of Alli Moorad's 
affairs , the Meer had deposited with him the seal of the late Meer Sohrab Khan, 
and he had k ept it a l ong time. He  added, that when t he Meer became dis
pleased with him he wished to get that seal back, and he had therefore taken 
impressi ons of it on ten or twelve blank pieces of paper, and given him the seal 
back. 

Do  you know how the seal of M eer Roostum Khan was made ?-I heard that 
the seal  of Meer Roostum Khan, together with the seals of the other Khyrpoor 
Ameers, had been forged for Peer Alli Gohur by Mahom ed 'Yoosoof of the per
gunna of S ehwan. 

When did this happen ?-About three years ago. 
Given before the Commission this 30th April 1860. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

F1Jtteh !fahomed Hqjee Tashnekjee, zu mendar of Khora, in the Khyrpoor 
terri tory, aged ahout 33 vears, is then called before the Commission on the part 
of his Highness M eer A lli .M oorad, and examined on solemn affirmation by him, 
as follows :-

Que&tum. Sheikh Alli  Hussen, in his deposition, states that y ou came to him with 
an order from me to write a certificate of i ndemnity for Alli Gohur, as I wished to 
get him to write a fresh leaf in the Koran, and h e  refused to do it for me without 
such a certificate. State before the Commission, on yo11r oath, whet h er I ever 
sent you with such a message, or whether Sheik All i  Hussun is speaking falsely ? 
-Amwer. He states what is false. I never went to him with such a m essage. 

Given before the Commission this 30th April 1850. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, Presid ent. 

Sheikh Alli Hussun i s  then recalJ ed before the Commission, and examined on 
his former solemn affirmation, as fo11ows : 

Questiun. ( The two letters received by Captain Brown from Meer Alli Moorad, 
shortly after the battle of Nownahar, are shovm to wit11e11, and he is asked if he 
knows t'fie handwriting.)-Answer. I do not recognize that of the one received 
on the 18th September 1842 ; the other, received on the 27th of the same 
month, is I thi nk i n  the handwriting of Moonshee Kishondass, but I a m  not 
certain : ( after looking over the letters attentively, u:itness adds) the hand
writing of the fi rst l etter also resembles the other a good deal , and both letters 
may have been written by the sam e person. I cannot, however ,  be certain .  

When you were Meer All i Moorad's minister were copies of the l etters 
written to Govern ment tak en for record in his duftur ?-They are generally 
tak en. 

Where were they entered, or kept ?-The draft was generally kept as a copy. 
and sometimes they w ere entered in a book. I used to keep the copies of the 
l etters in a book without covers or boards. 

Do you know who kept the copy of the letter, which was written on th e day 
of the battle of Nownahar, and by whom that l etter was writ.ten ?-Kishondass 
kept copies of the letters which were sent by the Meer Sahib, and I a ls o  kept 

copiei; 
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copies of them. The letter s that were sent through me I kept copies of myself. 
O n  the day of the battle a letter was �ent to Captain Brown. 

Was Meer Saheb ever  i n  the habit of sending letters except through you ? 
Yes, he did sometimes ; and whatever h e  used to send th rough me he prepared 
the perwanas, and gave them to me. (Tiu! letter received on the 18th September 1 842 is here again shown to Sheik A lli Hussun, and he is desired to read it , which he does.)-This letter i s  the o ne 
which was written by Busharut Alli ,  a nd i t  was written in my presence ; copies 
of it are entered both in  my book and the Meer Sabeb's. (Tile other letter, receive.ti on the 21th September, is also agq,in shown to tl,e witness, who is told to read it. )-This was also wri tten before me, and I think 
by Kishondass. 

Who i s  likely to have a copy of this letter ?-Moonshee Kishondass may h ave 
i t, but it is not in  my duftur. 

Duri ng what period were you the fully accredited minister of l\Jeer Alli Moorad, and when were you di sch arged from his serv ice ?-From the beginning 
,of the year of Hijree 1 256 (A.D. 1 840), to within a few months o f  the end of 
1 269 (A. D. 1843) ; and again for a short time duriug the year 1 260 (A. D. 1 844), 
,.-hen a temporary reconciliation took place between th e Meer and myself :  we 
soon afterwards quarrelled again, and l lrft h i s  service altogeth er. (The book containing copies of the Meer's letters is here shown to witness, and 
lee is asked if he recognues it.)-1 do not remember ever to h ave seen i t  before ; 
and I do not know it as a book of the l\leer Saheb' s. (The copy of the letter addresse,d to Captain Brown, ond entered in this hook, under date the 9 th Sahhan, is here slwum to witness. )-This appears to be i n  
Kishondass' handwriting. (The letter received from Meer Mohomed Huss11,n, and stated to have bee1J written to him h!J Meer Ali Morad, from Deejee Ka Kote, which will be found in the .Appendi.r ef Nati'Ve Enclosures, Number 1 1 ,  in Exhibit (E.), is here shown to witness, and he is asked if he recognues it.)-(After reading the whole of it. )  
This i s  in my handwriting. 

When was it w ritten, a nd under what ci rcumstances ?-A few days after the 
battle it was wri tten, with a view to effect a reconciliation with Mahomed 
H ussuu Khan. I t  was sen t  by the han ds o f  Hafiz Hukumu t Khan ; there was 
also a note sent w ith i t  in Meer SaheL's own h an dwriting, and the words 
" Bahal 1 1 st " in it_ are written by him. 

Why did Meer Sa.heh write the note in  his ow n handwri ting ; was not th at 
letter sufficien t ?-I t was wri tten  i n  order to make  t.he commu nication more 
urgent .  There i s  no detail mentioned  i n  i t. All th1i.t is i n  the other. 

l The note here alluded to, and 1ohich was also recei'Ved from Meer Malwmed Hussun Khan, and wilt be found, numbered 1 2  in Exhibit (E.) of the Appendix of Native Papers, is here shown to Meer_ Ali Morad Khan, wlto at once admits it .to be in his handwriting. It is to the effect, that it is sent by the hands of Hqfiz Hukumut Khan, and to consider <m!J message he fTIA!J deliver true, and send an answer.) 
The exami nation of Shdk Alli Hussun i s  then continued, as follows :-
( The note is shown to him, and he is asked if it is the one to whicll, he alludes.)  

-Yes, this i s  the very same. 
The Meer then asked where Hafiz Hukumut Khan i s  now,  and he states that 

he i s  ei ther here or at Roree. He is then requested to send for him, and a peon 
i s  sent with his messenger, i n  o rder to get him her e  to-day if possible. 

The following questions are then  asked of the witness, Sheik Alli Hussan, by 
his Highness M eer Alli ::\Iorad : 

When the envelope of a letter i s  sealed, i t  i s  not usu al to write th e name of 
the w riter , Meer A ll i  Mor ad Khan Talpoor, on i t, and it i s  not usual to write 
the words '' Bahul ust" iusi de of letters ; how then has this been  done i n  the 
letter now produced by Meer  Mahomed Hussun ?-I write the name of the sender  
o f  letters outside as wel l  as putting the seal, and the words ' '  Bahal ust " are 
written i n  confirmation of th e w riting, and that the same may be wri tten in reply. 

Are th ese words " Bahul ust " really i n  my handwriting ?-(After e.ramining J.he words.) Yes, they are in  your handwriting. 
Question by the Commissio11. W ere you i n  the h abt of keeping any blank papers  

with the M eer's �eal ,  and the words " Bahal ust '' wri tten by him ?-No, never. i3, x 3 \Vas 
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Was Peer Ali Goh.uT in the habit of keeping any blank papers of this kind 1-
When I did not, how could he have <lone !JO ? 

( The letter from Meer Alli Morad to Meer Mahomed Husffln, abMJt reftrrr,d 
to (numbered 1 1  oj Exhibit, F.), is here again sit� to witftess, muJ he i.s a&ked 
why the handwriting · inside and of the envelope are different, and the paper of 
the two also di.fferent .)-The handwriting is the same, bot I do not know the 
reason of the paper being different. 

Given before the Commission thia 30th April 1850. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, 
President. 

His Hig·hness Meer Alli Morad having brought his reply to a letter addressed 
to him by the Commission yesterday, requesting any explanation he may have 
to offer regardjno· certain letters which have been received from Meer Mahomed 
Hussun, son of Meer Roostum Khan, as having been written to him about the 
time of the battle of N ownahar, the following copy of the draft of reference 
made to his Highness, and translations of the letters to which it alludes, are here 
recorded, with translation of Meer Alli Morad's reply and its accompaniment 
in  juxtaposition . 

LETTER addressed to His Highness Meer 
All i  Morad, to thP following effect : 

After compliments. 
I H ERE WITH forwar<l for your H igl1ness's 

perusal copies of three letters, the originals 
of v.hich have come into my posse�sion. 
Tht·se l etti:!rs purrort to be addressed to 
Meer Mahomed Hussun by Meer Roostum 
Khan, l\leer Nusseer Khan, and your High
ness respectively, and make allusion to the 
cession nt the time of the battle of Nownahar 
in tt'rms irreconcileable with it3 extent, as it 
now appPars in the t reaty of the Koran. 

Tlw Commission would he glad to be 
favoured \I ith any explanntion your H igh
ness may wish t < >  offer on th is point. 

20 April 1850. 

LETTER from Meer Roostum Khan, above 
alludt·d to. 

A PTER the usual compliments, stales t hat 
Meer A l l i  M orad Khan, tngetht'T with all 
his troops, consisting- of Beloochees and 
A lfghans, 1.:ame ta Nownahar, near K hyr
poor. Fir,t, he fired guns ; a!!d Meer Ma
h omed A l li Khan, 1hro11gh the pride of his 
yo1 1th ,  pushing on there, offered resistance. 
Whe1 1  l got the news of this d i ,turbance be
tween them, I went there with my "'ons and 
lH'phews 10 t ry to remove dissen,ions, and 
make pe:,ce. A lthough I e : 1 treated Meer 
A l l i  l\lorad, it was of no avail ,  and he be
came very impertinent a11<� d isobedient. 
Be ing helpless, by the fear of the stron� 
English an,iy, wl i i t'h is close at hand, I, 
1 1nder the prC'ssure of the t imes, gave several 
pl:ict s of j ag i ,eer of my own, sucb as t l ie  vil
Jag • · s  ofKhanbuhan, Ubyanee, Bacha, Duree, 
G l i urukna, Rayna, and Pul, ·eja,  the last two 
of which are M eer Ali Ukhbar Khan's ; 
1 he vi l lage of Dadloo, fr < >m Meer N usseer 
Khan ,  « 1 1d that  ot' l\lathela, from Meer 
�hliomed Ali Khan .  These 1\  ere a l l  written 
uv, ·r  on the Koran ,  and th� d isturbanct• 
re11HH't><l. My son and nephews, however, 
w i :u ld  u, , t  ,i lti x t lw i r  Sl'al, 10 t he en_:.:agc
llh ut, a : 1d  I had to tuke tl ia1 of Meer N ussccr 

Khan 

REPLY from His Highness Meet" Alli Morad 
to R. K. Pringle,· Esq., Commissioner in 
Scincfe. 

After complimeats. 
I HAVE received your letter, with copies 

of three letters, one of which contnins m 
aeal, the second t hat of Meer Rnostum Khan, 
and the third that of Meer Nusseer Khan ; 
all to the address of M eer MallOUled Hussan 
Khan.  You request me to gire my explana
tion on the subject, as the contents of these 
letters are i rreconcileable with the cession 
shown in the treatv of Nownahar. On first 
reading the contents of the let ter pu rporting 
to be from me, I fell into great aston ishment, 
never having written any letter to this effect. 
I theri::fore ordered my confidential moon
shee, Khan Sing, to attend upon you to-da�', 
and see the original ; who did so •ccord rngly, 
and informed me that this letter is not writ
ten by my mQonshee, but by Sheik Alli 
Hui;;Mn.  The words " Bahal ust " are like
wise forged, and not written by me. On 
first seeing the copy, I wns astonished, bot 
my astonishment h as now been removed. 
Dear sir, I beg to state in reply ,  that in 
my memorandum given to the Commis
s ioner, I mentioned that my seal was for a 
lonS( time with Shei'k Ali H ussan and Peer 
Ali  Gohur ; and l a lso sr1id yesterday, befo� 
t he Commis:oion, that for tlw arrangement 
of any matters of importance, I was like,v ise 
in the habit of giving them bl11 1 1k papers 
with my seal. There seems every probabil ity 
therefore that th i s  must be oue of the forged 
p,ipers, because it  is well known that . the 
Sht-ik , in the year 1 264 (A . D. 1848), went 10 
Meer Mahomed Hussan, and had intrigues 
with him, and promised to raise such d ifficuJ .. 
ties in my house , that some arrangement 
would be made for h im by Govt'rnmen r .  Meer 
Mabomed H ussan was so deceived by his 
al lurements  as to pay h im the sum of  1 4,000 
rupees t ( }  act for him a� wukeel. The Slieik, 
together w i t h  Qazee Kadur Buksh , an in
habit.mt of Ruree, then went lo K url'llchee. 
Kadur l \uksh is sti l l  a l ive ; and if his evi
dence is required by the Commissiun, i t  can 
be obta ined. If my enemit"s, l ike i\ieer Ma-

homed 
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Khan by force, aod add i r .  He exclaiu;ed 
that, without the leave of the owner, a grant 
oi this kind ie not nlid, and tbal be would 
tbt-1efore apply to tbe English Go.,,ernment 
to gi ve him rednss. 0, my SOil ! this is the 
way of t.h� world. A strong Euglish army 
is cl. ,se at hand, nnd we must t herefore be 
cautious. Although on this accouat w� 
must be patient, yet as regards All i  Morad 
Khan, there must be no uelay, a s  he haa 
been �o i1l&Olenl to me, who am the chief of 
the nibe. What have the gentlemen said to 
him, that they should say an) thi ng to me 1 
We must have our revenge. You therefore 
eoaie here quickly, with your troops and 
111uoiti-0ns of war, that we may retaliate. 
Wbat more D.et>d I write ? 

Dated 10  Shabun (about 16 September 
1842) 1268. 

LETTER from Meer Nusset"r Khan, al,u 
alluded to i n. the reference f,om the Com
mission. 

After eo�liment&. 
0Jf the 9th Shabun 1268, Meer Alli Morad 

K_hau �rrived at Nownahur, uear K.hyrpoor, 
Wlth h is  troops and artillery, and Meer 
Boostum Khan, for the !>llkc of peace, rode 
down to him, in  order to pen,uade him, an1I 
some other Amtt'ftl aml mv.elf went with 
� When we arrived aa ·Nnll' nahar, tbe 
Meer i n  que�tion fired h-, arti}li·ry, aDd on 
Marini,: the Nond of thi", Met-r Mahomed 
Ali Khan ond Mt·er Ghoolam Mabomed 
Khan, "ith a few tollowe11, got rt>ady to 
figb1, and the principal Meer (meaning 
R.oostum Khan) and the net of 11& remained 
behind. The fighting continued for two 
pu.lmrs (.a.ix hours), when 1belrincipal Meer 
bei 1 1g h elpless, gave to Meer Ii M orad seve� 
v 1 l lagu of his own, and my village of Dad
Ioo, an<l that of Mathela, belonging to Meer 
Mahomed Ali Khan, who was then abseat. 
I re lii sed to_ put my seal to the agreement to 
th11s efft-ct rn the Koran, but the principal 
Meer took my seal by force from my to► 
hukjet>, and applied 1t. Meer Ali Moorad 
Khan has hereby committed a great excess. 

You are the master of the Turban, and 
1rnccesso1· to t_he same. Therefore I hope you 
wi l l  come qu ickly to Khyrpoor with a large 
furl'e and artil lery, in order to take our re
vtnge from Meer Ali Moorad. 

If you do not come, I shall, being helpless, 
havt to apply to the .British Government for 
redress. 

1\ccept also of the  t·omplimeuts of Meer 
Mahomt:11 Ali Khan, Meer Ali Mahomed 
Khan, Meer W u l lee Mllbome,I "I.ban, and 
.M eer Ali Buksh Khan. 

11 Saban 1258. 
( 1 7  Sep�mber 1842.) 

L:&T'.fE.& from Mee� Ali Moorad Kban, like� 
wise alluded to m the reference from the 
Commission. 

" Confirmed." 
Afte.r compliments. 

FoRMEBLY I sent to yu.u Alim Kha 
Chundya with some verbal messages, aud he 

,3 . returned 

homed Bussan and Sheik Ali llussan, com
biue in this �y, and make forgeries, it is 
not at all difficult to do so. I have never 
sent an\'. such lettt:r to the above-mentioned 
Meer ; "and in our family it has never been 
usual to wri te the words " Bahal ust " at 
1he top of our letters to each other. This 
also proves tht> Sheik's forgery. The Sheil. 
is a vny seditious 1 1 1an, arid if he has, with 
Moooshee Al i  Ukbur's assistance, made any 
forgeril's in the Government records, it is not 
at all to be wondered at. 

The letters from Meer Roos:um Khan 
and Meer N useer Khim 10 the address of 
Meer Muhomed Hus1mn are open to the same 
objedions, because the seals of these two 
Aweers are with t heir fam ilies, who are in 
concert with Meer M ahome<l Hussun. The 
original seals being thus within reach, the 
writing of such letters iii not matter of sur
prise, particular�,v as regards the seal of Meer 
N useer Khan, which is 11.dded at the end of 
� leUer,� practice wh ich was never adopted 
1n our fa.mily. It was only the practice to 
stamp the seal on the envelope. I have one 
further well-grounded argument to bring for
ward before the Commission . A letter has 
fallen into my hands containing Meer Ma
homed Hus�11n\; se.il, and addressed to Meer 
Maho11 1ed Ali and Meer A l i  M ahomed. It 
is dated 11 Suffur 1266 (about 27 Decem
ber 1 849) a11d �tatts that Peer Ali Gohur, 
who is the root of sedition and disturbance, 
h�s go_t the seals of all  the A�eers 1·eady 
with him, and can lorge the receipt or olhn 
papers of any of them. He thereiore recom
mends them not to di,mbey b is  advice, and to 
g�t any document� 1 hey require prepared by 
hlDl,. as the English Government will not 
interfrre i11 any mntler without documentary 
evidence. He also adtls, that it appears from 
a note of Peer A li Gohur's, that he has made 
some scheme bv which :\leer Ali Mo , rad will 
lose thP. friendship of the English Government 
He writes even more than t.h is ; and I be,� t� 
enclose with this, a copy of the fetrer. Gen
tlem�n, these are all en1 mies of mine, striving 
to b.rmg about some scheme by which I may 
get inlo bad terms w u h  Govemment. If 
with a man like 1he Pet'r, who is the root of 
sedition, the seals of ell the Ameers remain, 
and Meer Mahorued Hul"san assist h im in  his 
fo�g:eries, what_ d ifficulty can they have in 
rn1smg_ a�usallom1 �111s1 mt>. Formerly 
b?th Sar Charles Napier and yourself prohi
bited Meer Mahomecf Hussun fro:n coming 
t� Scinde, and I beg-ged Guvern,uent to allow 
lua sona, when they came to me, to remai n i n  
Scinde, but wa1 directed to eend tl1en1 back, 
and nut allow t.hem to remain  here. Now, 
however, Meer l\lahume<l Hussun is at Suk
kur, and presents  forged papers at the insti
g1ttion ot my e11emies. 

17 Jumadet: ool lTkhir (30 April 1850) 
1266. 

LBTTBa from Meer Mahomed Uussun to 
Meers Mahomed Ali Khan and Meer Ali 
Mahomed Khan, alluded to in  the above. 

Afler compliments. 
I RECEIVED ygur letter about Peer Ali 

Gohur, and his sending the document. O 
Meers, I wrote to you bdore, thar, the Peer 

X 4 would 
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returned and gave me �real consolation from 
you. You are 11ware that Met'r N use•·r Khan, 
about the dispute  of SoonJerbeila, has bt>en 
guilty of excess, and send ing h i s  army into 
my country has burned some village,; and 
kil led some of my people. In order to take 
my revenge, I have expended lacks of rupees, 
and I went to Khyrpoor to fight wi th Meer 
Nu�eer Khan. The action took place, and 
afterwards Meer Roostum Khan interfered 
to make peace. On account ofmy expenst·s, 
h e  gave me seven v i l lages of his own,  viz. 
Khanw1:1kun, Ubyanee, Bucha, Durree, 
Rayna, Puleeja, and G hurakna ; 11lso two 
vil lages, those of Dadloo and Mathela, on 
the part of Meer Nuseer Khan and Meer 
Ma homed Ali Khan. He wrote all this upon 
the Koran, and gave it to me. Peace was 
thus concluded . Meer Roostum Khan, how
ever, at t ht! instigation of Futteh Mabomed 
Ghorree and Meer Nuseer Khan, has again 
assembled troops, and is ready to fight with 
me. He has a lso sent for you wi th the 
troops of the Beloochees. It  i 9  evident that 
Meer Roostum Khan has nothing to do with 
this affair. Let N uster Khan and mysdf 
settle i t .  I then·fore , equest you to be so 
kind as to confirm the conditions of agree
ment proposed between u11, through the 
above-mentioned Chandya, and to come to 
K hyrpore and endeavour to dissuade the 
Meer Saheb from fighting. For this reason, 
I have sent you my confidential agent, Hafiz 
H, >0kamut Khan, in order that o u r  terms of 
friendship may be cunfirnwd. Attend to 
wh:, tev•·r he may tell you from me, and the 
cond itions I am wi l l ing to agree to are these : 
That if you remain neutral, and assist neither 
partv, Meer Nuseer Khan nor myse l t� I will 
restore to you the seven villages given to me 
by Meer Ruostum Khan, keeping the vil
lage;; of Mathela anu Dadloo and Soonder
beila for myse lf ;  but if you will render me 
assistance against N useer Khan, then what
ever country we may take belonging to him 
or bis rela tions, sha l l  be dividt>d bet ween us. 
Do not think there will be any difff:'rence in 
th i s  agreement, and also write and send me 
a reply to the same effect, with your seal 
and your signature, " Bahal ust," so that w e  
may remain on tt'fms of friendship anrl agree
ment. 

Written from Kote Deejee, 18 Shabau 
ltli8, corresponding wi t h  24th September 
1842. 

would not prepare any document or perwaoa
unless he received something. As he is a 
seditious man, he will not do anything of this 
k ind, without being encouraged. You there
fore d id well to promise him something ; that 
after the documents have been prepa,ed, our 
objects may be accomplished. Formerly the 
Peer took a writing from me on the Koran, 
at Kangree Pddshapeer, agreeio� 10 give him 
10,000 rupees, and he then made the docu
ment with the seal of Meer Sorab Khan 
togdher with the words " Ulkum," anc! sen� 
it to me, nnd as he has the seals of all the 
Ameers made ready, I liave befriended him, 
and till you have gained your object, do not 
act contrary to 11nything he may tell you. 
It appea1 s  from the letttr he has sent mP, 
t hat he has devised somt· scheme by which 
Meer Ali Morad will lose h is friend�hip with 
the British Governme11t, and the count, y will 
be restored to us. But al l  of you MeeN must 
be of one mind, and continue to  petition 
Government as the Peer may advise, regard
ing Meer Ali Morad, in order that t1 1ey may 
be convinced of h i s  ill-tl'eating his brethreo. 
He will then give you the j agheers be has 
been refusing, 110 you mu11L encourage the 
Peer, anti get your objects effected, that be 
may act towards us as he has sworn on the 
Koran to do. Give the letter I send to Peer 
Ali Gohur, and get an answer, and send it  
quickly by the hands of Khoda Buksh Log
haree. You , must also represent to the 
Governor-general JOUr claims to the Turban, 
and the share of the country, and never dis
obey Peer Ali  Gobur, as the document'.i will 
never be prepared exePpt through his k.ind
ness,and Government wi l l  not interfere unless 
some documentary evidence is produced. 

Dated 11 Suffur 1266 (27 Dece:nber 
1849). 

Accept of the compliments of Moulvee 
Mahomed Akram. 

Meer Mahomed Hussun, son of Meer Roostum Khan, formerly of Kh yrpoor, 
aged about 50 years, is then called before the Commission, and requested to 
reply to the different quet1tions that may be put to h im on solemn affirmation. 
Ht' is then examined as follows : 

Question. (A letter in his Highness Meer Ali Moorad's OfDn handwriting, translation of which is Mfollows : " My salaam to  the Meer Saheb. I send here
wi th m y  confid ential a gent, Hafiz Hookumut Khan, to you ; whatever verbal 
messages he may deliver you may rel y u pon , and reply to them by him, that I 
may receive information. Further, all is well here. Written by Ali l\foorad ;" is here shown ro witness, and he is ashed if he recognises it.) [This will b e  found 
in the Appendix of Native Papers, numbered 1 2, i n  Exhibit  (F.) ]-Answer. Yes, 
I recoO'nise it .  Meer Ali M oorad Khan sent it to me about a month before 
the battle of No"· nabar; by the ha�ds of Hafiz Hookumut Khan , and with it he 
sent  a verbal message, to the effect that he and l\feer Nuseer Khan had a dis
pute about a bou ndary matter, which would lead to a fight, and that if  I would 

afford 
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afford him my assistance ,  whatever country he might take belon ging to M eer 
Nuseer Khan, he w ould divide equally with me ; but that i f  I would not assist 
him ,  he h oped that I would not interfere at all. He also complained of Meer 
Roostum Khan showing parti ality to Meer Nuseer Khan, and requested m e  to 
go to Meer Roostum Khan and get him to desist from so doi ng. I returned a 
verbal answer through Hafiz Hookumut K han, that I would not go near the dis
puted boundary, and would not show parti ality t o  either of the parties. That 
he might settle i t  wi th Meer Nuseer Khan. I also p romised when I went to 
Khyrpoor to endeavour to dissuade Meer Roostum Khau from showi ng par
ti ality t o  Meer Nuseer Khan. With this message I gave Hafiz Hookumut Khan 
his leave. (The letter containing Meer Ali Moorod's seal, and the word., " Rahal ust '' written by him, wlticlt will be found numbered 11 in the Appendi.r ef Native Papers under E.rllibit (F.) , and a translation of which accompanies that reference .fi'om the Commission to Meer Ali Moorad, recorded above, is here shO'Wn to witnes.'l·, and he is asked what he knows about it.)-1 received this lette r  aft er th e battle 
of Nownahar, when I " as  collecting troops. I was at Abud when Hafiz Hooku
mut Khan b rough t  it to me. I said to him that I would act up to the agree
men t I had m ade, an d would not interfere at all, or Ehow partiality to either of 
the parti es, and that I would request the old Mee r, on m y  vis iting  Kh yrpoor, 
t o  desist from sh owing partiali ty to Meer Nuseer  Khan, which I did accordingly 
when I went there. 

(The letter from Meer Roostum Khan to the witness's address, likewise translated ahove, and recorded in the Appmdi.:r under No. 9 of E:chibit (F.), is shown to witness, and he is asked ahout it. )-It is from the old Meer Roostum Khan, 
and was writ ten the day after the battle, and I received it the following day, the 
1 1th Shabun. (The letter from Meer Nusser Khan to the witness's address, likewue trans- · lated ahove, and recorded in the Appe11di.r Qf Native Pape,·s, as No. 10  in E.rhibit (F.), is nut shown to witness, and he is asked about it.)-1 recognise th is 
also ; it was written by Meer N useer Klian on the 11th Shabun, and I received it 
on the 12th. (The original letter stated by Meer Ali Moorad to have been written by toitness to Meer Mahomed Ati and Meer Ali Mahomed, and of whicli a translatitm is given above ofler his Highness's reply, and the original 1·ecorded in the Appendi.r of Native Papers, a, No. 1 3  in E:chihit (F.), is here shown to witness, and he is asked if he recognises it.)-(After looking at it and reading it. ) I do 
not know an ything of t hi� le tter ; but it contains my seal. I g-,we fou r blank 
papers containing m y  seal to Qazee Kadu r Buksh , on sending him as my wukeel 
to the gen tlemeu ; one of these was taken from him by Meer Ali M ahomed Khan 
and returned to me, and I h ave  it now wi th me  ; the co rners of the papns being 
cut as when I received it  back. Three of these papers remained with Qazee 
Kadur Buksh, who w as afterwards employed by Meer Ali Moorad Khan. Per
haps this is one of the three seals. 

What country and land  were given to  Ali M oorad Khan after the battle of 
Nownahar ?- Seven villages of Meer Roostum Khan's, one of Meer Nuseer 
Khan's, and one of Meer Mah omed Ali ; among the seven by Meer Roostum 
Khan , one nam ed Puleej a, belonged to Meer Ali Ukhbur Khan ; Meer Ali 
Moorad Khan, however, did not obtain possession of these  villages at that time, 
but got them after th e di stu rbances in Scinde commen ced. The proof of this is, 
th at the grant does not bear any gentleman's counter-signature . 

Do  you remember the names of th ese villages ?-Yes, they were the v illages 
of Khanwahan, Abyana, Daree, Bucha, Ghurukna, Rayna, Puleeja, belon gin g  
t o  Meer Ali Ukhbu r  Khan ; Mathela, bel onging t o  Meer Mahomed Ali Khan, 
and Dadloo, bel on gin g  to Meer N useer Khan. 

As the dispute was between M eer Nuseer Khan and Meer Ali Moorad Khan, 
how came Meer Roostum Khan to give seven vi ll ages of his own and only one 
belonging to Meer Nuseer Khan ?-The reason is, because Meer Nuseer Khan 
wou ld not agree to give his count ry, and Meer Roostum K han , therefore , in 
order t o  put a stop t o  the disturbances, gave some villages of his own ; Meer 
N useer Kh an did not willingly seal even what was given, and Meer  Roostum 
Klian had to make h im do it by force. 
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Question by his Higlmess Meer Ali Moorad. In whose handwriting is the 
letter, the envelope of whi ch bears your seal, to the address of l\Ie(>r Mahomed 
Ali and Meer Ali Mahomed 1-1 do  not k now  whose handwriting it is. 

Given before the Commission 30th April 1850. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, President. 

Hefzz Hookumut Khan, i nhabitant formerly of MooJtan, but now in the ser
vice of his Highness Meer Ali Moorad Kha n, aged about 46 years, is then 
cal led before the Commission, and examined on solemn affirmation, as follows : 

Question. Did you carry any lett er or verbal message from Meer Ali Moorad 
Khan tu M eer Mahomed Hussun before or after the battl e of Nownahar ?
Answer. Yes, I carried a message, but it. is such a long time ago, that I do not 
recollect parti culars ; but it was one to th e effect, that friendship and peace 
should be made between Ali Moorad Khan and Mahomed Hussun. The former 
was then at Khyrpoor, and the latter at Abud . If there be any note in Ali 
Moorad's h andwriti ng, I remember it wa3 to the effect that whatever I (Hafiz 
Hookumut Khan) said ,  might b e  relied upon. 

Were you to see this not e  would you recognise it 1 (The note in Ali Moorad's handwriting is here slwwn to Aim.)-This i s  in Ali Moorad's h andwriting, 
and it is the same i n  whi ch h e  wrote, that whatever I might say was to be 
depended on. 

Did you go twice to Meer Mahomed Hussun with messages of peace ?-I only 
went once. 

When you took the note i n  Meer Ali Morad's handwriting, was there any 
oth er letter with i t  ?-Why should I have taken any other letter ? The note in 
the M eer's ·own handwriting was suffici ent. 

(The letterin the name of Meer A.ii Moorad, and bearing his seal and signature " Bahul ust," is here shown to witness, and he is asked about it.) -(Afler looki»IJ 
at it.) I never carried any such l etter. 

Gh·en before the Commission 30th April 1850 .  
(signed) 

Sukkur, Thursday, 2d May 1860.  

R. K. Pringle, 
President. 

His H ighness Meer Ali Moorad h aving yesterday and to-day sent s ome further 
representations to the Commission, translation of the following is recorded here, 
as it refers to some of the evidence taken before the Commiss ion ; and the others 
wil l  b e  found translated in a separate A ppend ix . Vide Exhi bit (H.) 

Queries addressed to the Commission by his Hig hness Meer Ali Moorad. 
" Peer Ali Gohur, in his reply to one of my questions. said, that my s eal had 

b een lost, and I produ ced the parties who saw this seal w ith the Peer, Fuzul 
Mahomed Murree and Suyad Hoossein Sha, as witnesses before the Comm iosion, 
and they have gh·en evidence to this effect ; my seal has thus been proved to 
be with the Peer, an d this being the case, his raising an accusation against me 
is not to be wondered at ; but the  Commission will do jnstice. 

" Hazee l\lahom ed is an inhabitant uf Sh ikarpoor, and a man of respectability. 
The Peer and the Sheikh used both to put up with him, and they did not conceal 
from him their malevolence ag-ainst me. In reply to my questions, he h as stated 
before the Commission, that h e  had seen several biank papers contai ning my 
seals and autograph " Bahal ust." If they keep such papers, what doubt can 
there be o f  their forgeries ? 

" The fri endship of the Kazee with the Peer and Sheikh is of old standing, 
otherwise he  would never have become aware of such secrets ; but the Commis· 
sion wil l  d ecide. 

" Shei kh Ali Hussun says in his deposition, that  Futteh Mahomed Toshukjee 
had been sent by me to Bubberlow to get him to write a certificate, whereas 
Futteh l\fahomed has appeared as an evi dence before the Commission, and has 
solemnly affirmed that h e  never went on such a business to the Sheikh ; the 
Commission will do me j usti ce i n  this case. 

" Meer 
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" Meer Mahomed Hussun, after seeing his letter coutaining his seal, "·hich  
wa s sent to me, sai d t httt he did uot recognize it ; but wben Moonshee Mahomed 
Saduck read his name in the seal, he Bai dthat he had given  Kazee Kadur Buk1h 
fou r blank papers contai ning his seal, when he sent him as  a wukeel to the British 
authorities, and that he had tiince come into my service, and that the letter pro
duced contained probably  one of the1e seals, and had been  forged ; the letter however is in the handwriting of Moulvee Mahomed Akram, who i s  a servant of  
his. and t he teacher of his sons ; and the Commission  may send for thi s  per�on 
and compare thi s  with his handw riti ng, when t he truth and falsehood will 
become evi dent, and the forgeries of my enemies will thus  be proved. 

" I n  the letter to the Governor  Saheb, I have written pergunna M athela, and 
you requested an explanation of this, I beg therefore to enclose copies of four 
Royal Purwunas (of the kings of D�lhi), i n  w hich the words pergunna Mathela 
only are mentioned, and which I hope you will consider. 

" I  yesterday mentioned before the Commission that the letter said to have 
been addressed by me to Meer Mahomed Husso n  appeared new, compared to 
&he envelope, which i s  old and i n  a different handwriti ng. This envelope, con
taining my seal, was probably with the Sheik h, and he may have w ritten the 
letter whi le he was employed as a wukeel by Meer  Mahomed Husson, a nd 
with his concurrence. Kazee Kadur Buksh, who was employed i n  the wukeelut 
with the Sheik h, must k now al l about this. Meer  Mahomed Husson states that 
he first received a note in my own h andwriting, brought by Hafiz Hookumut 
Khan, and that he afterwards received thi s  letter also by bi s hands. The 
Sheikh, on the other  hand, says, that they were both sent together, and Hafiz 
Hookumut Khan gave his evidence before the Commission, that he had on ly 
gone once and taken a note in my own handwriti ng, but no other lette r. From 
the inconsistencies  i n  the deposicions of Sheik h  Ali Hussun and Meer Mahomed 
Husson, it  woul d therefore appear that this lett.er mutit have been forged by 
them, both which t he Commission will I hope consider. 

" It was not proper for the Commission to admit the evidence of Meer 
·Mahomed H ussun, as he i s  an enemy both of the Government and of  mine. 

" I certainly ex pect that the false accusations and intrigues of my e nemies, 
the Shei kh  and Peer, against me, must have become apparent to the Commis
sion, as respectable witnesses have come forward and proved their forgeries in 
its presence. Their enmity to me is self-evident, and the reason of it is that 
they have embezzled several lacs of rupees belonging to me, and they k new 
that in the end I would bring forward claims aga inst them on  thi s  account. 
I have also acquainted the Government with  all this before , and if I hereafter 
obtain any further documents proving their forgeries, I wil l  send them. What.
ever questions have occurred to me I have stated, and as I am unacquaintP.d 
with the rules of Government, I must trust io the Commission to do me justice 
in this case. 

" Dated Sukkur, 18  Jumadee ool Sanee 1266 (1 May 1 860)." 

Translations of the purwanas herein alluded to, as they do not bear on  the 
matter before the Commission, further than showing that M athela alone i� 
atated i n  them as a purgunna, will be found ia Exhibit (H.), Nos. 4, 6, 6 and 7. 

(True translation.) 
( signed) W. Lang, Major, 

Member of Commission. 

0PINI01' of the Commission. 

Sukkur, Wednesday, 8 May 1850. 

TaE Commission, having fully considered the evidence i n  the case , proceeds 
to record its opmiou. 

The principal witness in support of the charge i s  Sheik Ali Hussain. The 
following are the facts stated by him, i n  as far as they  immediately bear on the 
subject under i nvestigation. He was present at the battle of Nownahar, and at 
the arrangement of the t.erms of the treaty which was then made. This  treaty 
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was written in a copy of the ·Koran by Peer Ali Gohut The cession ,  as it 
originally stood i n  the t reaty, included only the v illages of Dadlo and Matbela 
in  additi on to  seven v illages of Meer Roostum .  A letter of  remonstrance fro� 
Captain Brown was received by Meer Al i  Morad on the day of the battle, and 
a reply returned the same day, intimating the nature of the cessions contained 
i n  the t reaty. A c opy of the treaty, as it then 1tood, was given by h im {Sheik 
Ali Hussain) at the time, and which he now recognises, to M oonshee Towtff 
Mu) , for Ma jor CJibborn. Three days after this he was sent by Meer Ali 
M orad with another c opy of t he treaty and the Koran on which- the original 
was written, t o  Captain Brown, i n  "hose rec ords thi s copy ww, deposited. 
Shortly after this, when the country north of Roree, with the excepti on of what 
belonged to Meer Ali  Morad, was going t o  be appropriated by the Briti sh· 
Government,  Meer Ali Morad claimed th� pergunnah  of Mathela from Sir 
Charles Napier, and at the same time altered, in the treaty in the Koran, the 
word si gni�ying " village" into the word signifying II district" before the word 
" Mathela." Some time after thi s, one Moideen, a moonshee attached to Cap
tain Brown ,  t o  · whom Meer Ali  Moorad had promised 10,000 rupees if he 
w ould extract from that officer's rec ords the copy of the t reaty wh ic h  had been 
deposited there in September preceding. gave the Meer t o  understand through 
him (Sheik Ali Hussain) , that that document  had di sappeared at the t ime of the 
attack on the Hyderabad Residency , and, as  the detection of the substitution of 
pergunnah for village was thu s  rendered impossible, claimed t he reward. Afrer 
this he (Sheik Ali Hussain) , under instructions from M eer Ali Mora d, made a 
fresh copy of th e treaty , with th e words pergunnah Meerpoor, Mathela, with 
Mherkee in it ,  and gave i t ,  o n  the 4th April 1 843, to be deposited in  Captain 
Brown' s  records. Subsequently M eer Ali Morad, when on a visit to  Hyderabad, 
made him become secu rity t o  moonshee Moid een for the payment of the reward 
of 1 0,000 rupees ,  on th e c ondit ion that Moideen should further obtain from 
Captain Brown\� rec ords the book i n  which translati ons of  documents such as 
the treaty were k ept. This was accordingly effected hy M oi deen in the middle 
of  June, and the reward pai d. Shortly after this, Captain Pope, having sent fur 
the Koran for the purpose of i nspecting the treaty, he (Shekh Ali  Hussain) 
pointed out to Meer Al i  Moorad that, in its then state, t he alterations were so 
obvi ou s as to be 1mre to be detected. l\-Ieer Al i Moorad, in c onsequence, 
extracted the l eaf on which they were made_ and got the matter of it , including 
th e alterations, re-written by Peer Ali Goh ur, the writer of the ori ginal, on a 
blank leaf which remained in the Koran, and at the same t ime gave Peer Ali 
Gohur a certificate of indemnity against the c onsequenc es, under his own seal 
and autograph authenticati on, an<l in the handwriting of hitn, Sb ek h  Ali Hus
sa in. Th e K oran was i n  this state when it wa� inspected by Captain Pope ; 
and the extracted leaf, which had remained in it, was foun d  -and kept by him, 
Shekh Ali Hussain. He subsequently quarrelled w ith Meer Ali M orad, and 
gave i nformation on thi s  subject t o  Captain Malet, who a fterwards m entioned it 
to Sir Charles Napier, and Captain Brown, i n  consequence ,  questioned witness 
on  the subject ; but ,  seeing no immediate prospect of  h is information being acted 
upon, he did not th en proceed further. Finall_y , he made the circumstances 
known to  Sir Charles Napi er, and produced the extracted leaf of the 
Koran. 

The statement of Shekh Ali Hussain on the above poi nts  is fully c orroborated, 
i n  all its d etails, by Peer Ali Gohur and l\toonshee Towur Mull ; and as regards 
th� abstracti on of the papers  from CRptain Brown' s records, by Mr. William 
Maher, who recollect s  the  theft of a box of  papers, containing a book i n  which 
was much relating t o  the trtlI1SRCtions about the time of  the t reaty of N ownahar, 
alth ou�h h e  cannot speak. wi t h  certainty t o  a translation o f  the treaty having 
been in it, and that suspicion fell on Moideen, who was placed in confinement 
-0n that account. 

Hi s Hi ghn ess Meer Ali Morad's  defence c onsi sts of a general denial  of the 
charge, an asserti on of th e identity of the matter of th e treaty , as it now appears 
in th e Koran, with what was originally written in it, a disavowal of the documen� 
beari11g h i s  seal, produced i n  support of  the charge ,  a denunciation of th_e 
cha racter and motiv es of r.he princ ipal witnesses against. him, and an exposure 
of the incons istencies and discrepancies in their evi dence. 

In 
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In support of h is general denial of the charge, and assertion of thP. genuineneu 

of the matter in the treaty, the Meer produces three w itnesses, Meer Zungee 
Khan,  h is uncle, Kumal Khan Julbanee, a person in his service, and Sooliman 
Abdar, formerly servant of Meer Roostum, but now re:1i ding at Khyrpoor, all of 
whom depose to having been present at the settlement of the treaty of Nownahar, 
and to its having included i11 its cessions the pergunnas of Mathela, Meerpoor, 
and M ehrkee. 

These witnesses gave their evidence in a m anner which conveyed to the Com
mission the impression that it w as entitled to little confidence, antl had been 
prepared for the occasion , and was given like the repetition of a task which had. 
been committed to memory ; and occasionaJly the witnesses were prompted by 
the Meer's wukeels. The Commission is further of opi nion that such evidence 
on this point, i f  unsupported by oth er proof, is little to be relied upon . 

The · d iscrepancies and incons istencies noti ced by Meer Ali Moorad, in the 
ev idence of the principal wi tnesses for the charge, appear to the Commission to 
be of no material importance. 

The strength of the defencE', then , must rest on the badness of the character 
and  motives of the witnesses in support of the charge, and the Comm ission is of 
opinion that, apart from the allegations of his Highness M eer A li Morad, there 
might be, under ordinary circumstances, enough in their own position and 
showing to render their testimony of very little value, if uncorroborated by col
lateral proof ; but th ese men were, undoubtedly, at the time they state the 
circumstances in question to h ave occurred,  the trusted , confidential servants of 
his H ighness Meer Ali Morad; and h is Highness the Meer appears only to 
have discovered their worthlessness when Shekh Ali Hussain applied to him for 
half the country as a reward for his services. Moreover, in a case such as this, 
direct e vi dence is not to be expected from witnesses of unexceptional,le character 
and motives ; i t  thus becomes necessary to take such as is procurable, and 
endeavour to test its value by its internal m arks of probabi lity, and by collateral 
proof. I t  i s, therefore, on the force of these, that ,  in the opinion of the Com
mission, the issue of the present im·estigation must dtpend, and they are as 
follows :-

1 .  The narrative is more lengthy, complicated, and circumstantial than 
would h ave been n ecessary for the pm·pose of a conspiracy, and therefore pre
sents more points exposing it to detection than it is probable conspi rators would 
ha,·e hazarded. 

2. The appearance of the extracted leaf exactly corregponds with th at of the 
Koran from wh ich it is sai d  to h ave been taken ; and the latter sti ll retains the 
marks_ of the stitching, by w hich i t  appears to h ave been fixed on it. 

3. The bad execution of the alterations in the extracted Jeaf, as it no,v stands, 
is apparent enough, and the attempt m ade in i t  to substitute the word Mehrkee 
for n bu Murzee ;" whereas the re-written J eaf contains both words, agrees with 
the statem ents of the wi tnesses aei to the successive stages by wh ich the forgery 
was brought into its present form.  

4 .  The only copy of the treaty now on  the records of the British Government, 
and which there is no reason to doubt was placed there at the date of the receipt , 
entry indorsed on it, the 4th Apri l  1 843, and has remained there ever since, 
corroborates Shekh A li Hus�ain's statement as to its hav in g  been then delivered 
for record by him, in consequence of the loss of the first copy. It corroborates 
it also in a remarkable point, whi ch Shekh Ali Hussain did not himself notice ,  
nor at first perceive the force of, when questioned upon i t ,  which is ,  that it bears 
the word " Mehrkee,'' followed by " Khood," but without the intermediate " bu 
Murzee," and i n  this respect appears to warrant the inference that it was at that 
time intended to support the claim by interpolating the additional m atter, without 
resorting to the substitution of" a fresh writing ; for, although the word " Meer
poor " does not appear i n  the extracted leaf� i t  is evident that an attem pt was 
made to alter " Bumurzee " int<;, " Mehurkee ;" and, h ad this succeed ed, Meer
poor m ight have been inserted before it, und the word " Khood '' must then of 
course h ave remained alone, without " Bumerzee " precedin g i t, as i t  now 
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appears in  the Koran .  Either reading would make sense, but a s lightly different 
sense. 

5 .  'fhe copy of the treaty produced by Towur Mull as having been taken by 
Sheik Ali Hussain's moonshee, B usharut Ali, from the original in the Koran, 
as it stood at the time of th e battle of Nownah ar, and of which a copy was then 
giv en to  Maj or Clibborn , bears the word ' '  village," n ot pergunna Mathela, and 
m akes n o  menti on of Meerpore and Mehrkee ; it also contains the " bu Murz�e" 
which was tran11formed into M ehrkee in the extracted leaf, and omitted in the 
copy n ow �n the records, but again inserted in the re-written leaf. This docu
m ent wouid give  strong c onfirmation t o  the truth of the narrativ e, if it. could be 
relied upon as genuine, but the Commission is n ot disposed to found  much upon 
it, because there is s ome appearance of erasure in the word signitying " village" 
preceding Mathela, which brings it int o  doubt ; and also because it has been 
intermediately  in the custody of the persons whose statement it is brought to 
c orroborate, and th erefore open t o  the same objecti on , from their character and 
motives ,  as their  statement itself. Coul d  any dependence indeed be placed upon 
it, it might perhaps warrant an inference that the tampering with this treaty 
.had been commenced at an earli er peri od after the battle of Nownah ur, than the 
date of . the proclamation annexing th e districts north of Roree t o  the  Khan of 
Bhawulpore. 

6. Th e ci rcumstance of  the Persi an records of  the late  Upper Scin de Agencv 
llOt being forthcoming between March and December 1 842, in September of 
which year the treaty was m ade, and the l oss of  the copies of the treaty which 
wer e  then obtained ; also  the abstracti on of the box of  English records relating 
t o  the sam e  peri od, as proved by th e evidence of Mr. Mah er, and by a letter 
from Captain Brown, in which it is assign ed as a reason for applying to the 
Government of India for the copy of a document supposed t o  have  been con
tained in  it .  These  circumstances strongly corroborate Shekh Ali Hussain's 
statement, in a point which, had they n ot really occurred, i t  was unnecessary to 
have  introduced into the narrative, and the  int roduction of which c ould only 
h ave increased the risk of detecti on ; whil e if the abstraction of the  papers was 
n ot effected with the c ognizance of Meer Ali Moorad and for the obj ect alleged, 
as n o  oth er reason has ever been heard of for abstracting them, it c ould only 
have been for th e objects of a conspi racy, upon which i t  has been brought to 
bear after a lapse of seven years, a su pposition too improbable t o  be  for a moment 
entertain ed. 

7. The menti on of the pergunnah of Mathela, in the letter from Ali Morad to 
Sir Charles Napier, cl ai ming  it in January 1843. This the Commission is dis
p osed t o  consid er, in conjuncti on with oth er circumstances, confirmatory of 
Sh ekh Ali Hussain's statement as to that pergunnah onl y  h aving at that time 
been included in the forgery, and Meerpoor and Mehrkee having been subse
quentl y  added, although had it stood alone, the M eer's explanation , as to Mathela 

· bein g the more general term, and including within i t  Meerpoor and Mehrkee, 
might perhaps have been admitted. 

8. Th e inclusi on of th e pergunnah of Mathela  and Meerpoor in the later 
treaty of December 1842, in the  Koran , by which the  Turban was c eded by 
M eer Roostum t o  Meer Ali M orad. This is against the  supposition of  those 
districts havin g been ceded l>y the treaty of Nownah ar in the September pre
ceding. Adverting, indeed, to the circumstances under which the former docu• 
ment was framed, the Commission would n ot l ay much stress upon this point, 
did it stand al one, and might be disposed t o  admit the Meer's explanati on that i t  
was intended t o  make assurance doubly sure ; but taken in c onjuncti on with the 
other circumstances, it is entitled t o  some weight. 

9. The certificate of in demnity from Meer Ali Mor ad to Peer A li Gohur. 
This would of course afford conclusive evidence in corroboration of the Peer's 
statement, and that of Shaik Ali Hussain, if its genuineness could ue relied 
upon ; but being in  th e handwriting of Shekh Ali Hussain, and having remained 
intermediately in the Peer's custody, it is ina<lmis.sible in support of the  credi
bility of th ose  p er,mns, further than it contains in itself undoubted proofs of 
authentici ty ;  and the Commissi on is n ot disposed to consider the M eer's seal 
such , with advertence to  the incautious use which appears t o  hav e  been made 

of 
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of seals by the Meers ; and perhaps the same objection may apply to the auto
graph authentication or " bahalm,t," though this does not appear to the Com
mission so clearly �stablished. Jt may be here observed, tliat the rejection of 
the evidence of seals merely renders it unnecessary to consider l\Ieer Ali Moran's 
al legation as to the theft of the seal by Peer A li Gohur, and the evidence of 
Fazul Mahomed l\l urree, Hossain Shah, and Cazee Mahomed, which has been 
brought in support of i t ; nor that of Futteh Mahomed Tosh ajee, regarding his 
not having conveyed any message to S hekh Ali H ussain  on the subject. 

10. The letters prod uced and identified by M eer Mahomed Hussain as having 
been received by him from his father Meer Roostum, his cousin Meer Nusseer, 
and his uncle Meer Al i  Morad himself, immediately after the battle of Now
nahar. All of these describe the cession as consisting of the village of Mathela, 
and not of t h e  pergunnahs of Mathela, Meerpoor, and Mehrkee, and are con
clusive evidence in corroboration of Shekh Ali Hussain's statement as to the 
original extent  of the cession. Meer Ali Morad, indeed, objects to Meer 
Mahomed H oossain's evidence, on the ground of their notorious and long
existing dissensions ; but the Commission cannot help attaching great weight 
to i t, from the clear, straightforward m anner in which it was given, and which 
rendered it impossible to doubt i ts truthfulness on this point. 

1 1 .  The entry in the diary of Captain Brown, then assi8tant political agent in 
Upper Scinde, dated the 20th September 1 842, in  which, alluding to t he report of 
the arrangement between the Meers effected after the battle of Nownahar, which 
had just reached him, he describes the ces5ion as consisting of nine v illages. 
This entry in Captain Ilrown's own handwriting, the genuineness of which is 
beyond the possibility of doubt, the Commission considers a very strong inci
dental confirmation of the truth of Shekh Ali Hussain's statement as to the 
original extent of the cession. 

1 2. The letters from Meer Roostum, Meer :K usseer, and Meer Ali Morad 
himself, written to Captain Brown about the time of the battle of Nownahar. 
These all allude to the cession in  terms quite irreconcileable with i ts extent as 
now sho wn in the Koran. There can be no doubt as to the genuineness of these 
letters, which bear the initi als of Captain Brown, affixed at the t ime of receipt, 
and have ever since remained in the Government records, and probably escaped 
abstrac tion, along with the other Persian records of the period, only from having 
been filed with their English translations, which are in the handwri ting of Cap� 
tain Kennedy, then assistant in  the Agency. The inferential support given by 
these letters to the statement of Shekh A l i  Hussain ,  from the terms in  which 
they al lude to the cession, is perhaps stronger t l ian i f  i t  had been direct, from 
being less open to the suspicion of having been fabricated with that view ; in 
which case it  would probably h ave been more precise, t hough i t  could hardly 
have been more significant. The Commission is disposed to place very great 
weight on this branch of the evidence, from its freedom from the possibility of 
having been tampered with ; and it is clear that its weight is fu lly appreciated 
by Meer Ali Morad himself, from his having met i t  by throwing all the doubt 
he  could on h is  own letter, written on the day of the battle, and his production 
in i ts stead of the draft of one received by C aptain Brown 1 2  days later ; this 
draft bears the date of the day of the battle, but i t  i s  clear to the Commissioo that 
this date has been inserted for the present occasion. As the original in Captain 
Brown's records bears no date at all ,  and it moreover makes allusion to an inter.
mediate letter from Captain Brown, in reply, i t  would seem to be the one written 
on the day of the battle ; and this is further borne out by the tenor of Captain 
Brown's allusions to both letters in h i s  correspondence at the time with Major 
Outram. The obvious attempt at deception on this point affords, in the opinion 
of the Commission, the strongest proof of the strength of the  inference furnished 
by these letters in Meer Ali Morad's own estimation, against the genuinene�s 
of the treaty as it now stands in the Koran, from the d isingenuous course 
resorted to for getting rid of it, and which in itself, it may be observed, affords 
a fair inference that there would be little scruple in  tampering  with the treaty 
also, when a sufficient object  was to he gained by it. 

Many of t.he above circumstances taken singly, and still more all of them 
together, afford so strong a corroboration of the truth of the main facts of the 
charge, as stated hy Shekh Ali Hussain,  as in  the opin ion of the Commission 
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to be quite irresistible ; and it has therefore no hesitation in coming to the con
clusion that the fraud was effected by his Highnese Meer Ali Morad, and m08t 
probably at the time and in the manner set forth by that witness. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner and President. 

Jno. Jacob, Major and lfember. 

Sukkur, 8 l\lay 1850. 
W. Lang, Ditto, ditto. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

A P P E N D I X. 

EXHIBIT (A .) 

I N D E X. 
No. 1.-Letter from the Chief St!cretary to Government, Bombay, to the Commissioner in Sclnde, 

No. t9, dated 25th February 1850, Secret Department. With reference to the Documen� 
submitted by the Commissioner to the Most Nohle the Governor-general of India, when at 
Sukkur, and to Commissioner's Letters, Noe. 89 and 109, of 1850, to the Right honourable the 
Govemor in Council, Bombay, connected with the Affairs of his Highness Ali Morad, inti
mates that Government cannot concur in the sug�estion that his Hil{hness Ali Morad should 
at once be pronounced guilty of the charge of Forgery, in substituting a Leaf in bit Treaty 
with the late Meer Roostum Khan, ceding to him a Pergunnah instead of a Village of the 
11ame name, brought against him, and that therefore a Commiliee is appointed, composed of 
the CommiS!liouer as Pre,ident, and Major Lang, Political Agent at Katt7war, and !\lajor 
Jacob, Political Superintendent and commanding on the frontier of Upper !:!c1nde, 11 Memben, 
to investigate this matter - • p. 176 

No. 2.-Letter from the Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay to the CommiHioner in Scinde, 
No. 68, dated 13th March 1860,Secret Department, in replytoCommiHioner's Letter, No.«6, 
dated 6th instant, intimates that the CommiHion ,hould not enter on the investigation of any 
uts of the Ameer which do not directly bear on the matter into which by the instructions 
communicated in his preceding Letter they have been charged to examine - p. 177 

No. t .  

No. 49  of  1860. -Secret Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq .. Chief Secretary to Government , Bombay, to R. K. Pringle, Esq,; 
Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
1. WITH reference to the documents submitted by you to the Most Noble the Governor• 

general of India, on the occasion of his Lordship's recent visit to Scinde, and to your letters 
of the numbers and dates noted in the margin ,  regarding the relations of the British 
Govemment with his Highne11g Alee Morad of Khyrpore, and more particularly to the 
charge which has been preferred against his Highness, of havin!!, with the view of defraud
ing the British Govern1111:·nt, substituted a leaf in the treaty with the late Meer Roostum 
Khan, ceding to him a pergunnah instead of a village of the same name, I am now directed 
to communi.::ate to you the following observations and instructions. 

2. The charge advanced against llis Highness is of a serious nature, and prima facit, 
seems to be supported by strong evidence. But the Right honourable the GovE-mor in 
Council cannot concur in your sugges1ion, that Government should at once proceed to 
pronounce Alee Morad guilty of the base fraud imputed to him, and to treat him indirectly 
aa a guilty man, without first calling upon him to answer the charge, and affording him an 
opportunity, if in his power, of refuting it. 

3. His Lordship in Council has therefore resolved that a further full and complete inves
tigation should be made into the conduct of the Ameer, in order that he may be absolved 
from all suspicion if innocent, or that if really guilty, there may be no reason to question 
the justice of the measures which it may become nece1111ary to adopt against him. 

4. And with reference to the importance of the case, the high rank and position of 
the party accused, and the consequences which may follow, the Ri�ht honourable the 
G1mm1or in Council is of opinion that a Commission should be appointed for the purpo:r 



AGAINS1, MEER ALJ MORAD. 1 77 

of investigating all the circumstances connected with the alleged fraUll, receiving any 
explanation w hich h is  Highness Alee Morad may desire to afford, and, when the inquiry 
has closed , reporting the result with their opinion to Government. 

0• His Lordship in Council ha8 therefore determined to appoint a Commission, composed 
of yourself as president, and Major Lang, Political Agent 10 Katteewar, and Major John 
Jacob, Superintendent and Commandant on the frontier of Upper Scinde, as members. 

6. This Commission will assemble forthwith at Sukkur. You will place before it all the 
documentary and oral evidencf' in your possession connected with the subject of inquiry ; 
but the proceedings of the Commission are to commence de not10, and, as far as practicable, 
all the evidence is to be taken over again, so as to afford the accused the opportunity of 
cross-examination either in person, should he desire it, or by vakeel. 

7. His Lordship in Council relies on the Commission conducting the inquiry with pre
cision and impartiali ty, so that no time may be unnecessarily lost, and no _P<>int may be l�ft 
in doubt, and that as much courtesy and regard for the feelings of his Highness Alee 
Morad will be shown, as is consistent with the chief object of Government, eliciting the 
truth. 

8. M ajor Lang bas this day been directed to proceed with all practicable expedition to 
Scinde, and to place himself in communication with you ; and Major Jacob has also been 
informed of h is having been appointed a member of the Commission. 

I have, &:c. 

Bombay Castle, 26 February 1860. 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 2. 

No. 68 of 1860.-Secret Department. 

From .A .  Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, to R. K. Pringle, Esq., 
Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
. I A M  directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 446, dated the �th 

instant. 
2. In reply to the 1 st paragrnpb, in which you request instructions whether the Com

mission appointed to inquire into 1he condud of his Highness Meer Alee Morad should 
confine its mquiries to the charge of fraud in the treaty of Noonar, or extend them to other 
matters of supposed bad faith on the part of his Highnn,s, I am desired by the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council to inform Jou, that  the Commission should not enter 
on the i nves1igation of any acts of the Ameer which do not directJy bear on the matter 
into which, by the in.tructions communicated to JOU in my letter of the 261h  ul i iwo, 
tht-y have been charged to t-xaminf', viz. the circumstance11 connt-cted with the alleged sub
stitution of a leaf in the t reat)" \\' ith the late Meer Roos1 um Khan, in which the cession to 
him of a pergunnah instead of a village of the same name is entered. 

3. With  reference to your second paragraph, I am desired to state, that the Commission 
may be considered as dissolved immediat.ely on its report being forwarded to Government, 
unless· there be such serious difference of opinion among i t s  members as to render a refrr
ence to Government necessary. 

Bombay Castle, 1 3  March 1860. 

(signed) 

73. 

I have, &.c. 
(signed) .A. Malet, Ch ief Secreta 1y. 

(True copy.) 
W. Lang, 

Member of Commission. 

z EXH I BIT 
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1':xHIBIT (B.) 

I N  D E X. 

No. 1 .-E:J:tract from a Memorandum by the Commissioner in Scinde, of the relations of the British 
Go..-ernment with hie Highneu Meer AIM Morad, of KhY7POOr, dMed 27th Decelllber 
1849 - p. 178 

No. 2.-Letter from the Commilllfoner m Scinde to the Collector of Shikarpoor, No. 1,f'l'2, dined 
6th I uly 1849. Request. he will obtain for the Commia1ioner'1 inlormatien as io the approzi. 
mRte Annual Value of the Village of Diulloo and the Pufg!1Dnahs of Mahtela, Meerpoor, and 
Meherkee, now held by his Hi�hness Ali Morad, in right of the Cession made to him by Meer 
NU11Mr Khan, diatingni11hing, in the cue of Me.htela, the Reveaue of the Village from that of 
the Purgunnah of that name - - - - - - - - - • • p. 182 

No, 3.-From the Collector of Shikupoor to the Commiuiontt in Scind.e, No. 379, dated 16th J nly 1840. 
Submits the iaform.ution required in the preeed.ing Letter - • - - - - p. 18! 

No. 4.-Retum of the Value of the Village of Dadloo, Purgunnah Meerpoor (Meherkee), Town of 
Mahtela, and Pergunnah of Ooboura - - • - - - - - - • p. 183 

No. 5.-Letter from the Commillllioner in Sciade to the Collaetor of Shikarpoor, calling upon him to 
explain whether the Purguooah Meerpoor and Mahtela are the same, whether there are any 
Villages of those name�, and whether there is a Purgunnah as well as a Village of the name 
of Mahtela ; also, requeating to be furnished with the Amount of Revenue belonging to 
each • p. 183 

No. 6.-Reply from the Collector ofShikarpoor, furn�hing the above explanation - - p. 184 
No. 7.-Return of the Value of the Village and Pergunnah of' Mahtela and Town of Meerpoor - p. 18' 

No. 1. 

ExTnAcT from a Memorandum by_ the Commissioner in  Scinde, of the relations of the 
British Government with Ria RighlileSS Meer Ali Morad of Khyrpoor, dated 27th 
December 1849. 

2. SnoRTLY after the conquest of ScinJe, i. e. on the 28th June 1 843, Sit Charles Napier 
reported to the then Governor-general, Lord Ellenborough, the principles hy which he had 
been guided in the occupatiou of the territory a.cq uired by that event, which were to recog
nize as being conformable to the law of the couutry and creed of the panies, by wh)ch we 
were bound by treaty to abide, the assumption of the Turban or badge of sovere ignty by 
Meer Ali Moorad, in virtue of the voluntary resi�nation in bis favour, of his elder brother 
Meer R.ooetarn, any retractation of which was by the same law inadmissible, and the apPro-
priation by Ali MOOfad of the lands which had belonged to Meer Roostum, both in nght 
of the Turban and 11s his personal patrimony, under a will of their father Meer Sohrab, in 
as far as they were in Meer Roostum's rightful possession at the outbreak of the war ; alao 
to recognize Ali More.d's ri�ht to all such lands as w�re in  his own riglttful possf'ssion at 
the same perio<l, and to retain all the rest for the British Government, in ri<Thl of conquest, 
or of forfeiture impoeed on the Kbyrpoor Ameel'l1! generally, for br•ch ir eng�emenll 
pre-riom to the war. 

3. Lorrl Ellenborough i n  successive communications, some of which a't>pear to hue 
passed those of Sir Charles Napier on the road, assented to these principles and their 
applicatioo, with the exception of the reco!(nition of the trausfer of Meer Roostum':t per
sonal patrimony, as to the authenticity, freedom nnd legality of which he expressed doubt,, 
and on the two first points d i rected inquiries to be made by Sir Charles N a1>4er, and on the 
two last intimated his intention of insti tuting them himself. He also expressed h is  desire 
that an authentic copy shonld be obtained of the deed of transfer, ancl that the ex tent of 
the rights conveyed by it should be so clearly ascertained as might guard againsL the 
possibility of its appl ication to the prej udice of independent interests. In reply to an 
intermediate communication from Sir Charles Napier, urging the necessi ty of an early 
defiuition of the respective territorial l imit,-, he observed that this mu�t depend on the 
reco�nition of the transfer of Meer Roostum's personal patrimony ; but  if this were eventn
ally decided against Ali Morad, the Bt'pa.nttion of the public and private estates, with a 
view to the resumption of the latter, should be made on terms favourable to uim; a11d io 
the meantime the dt-fi11ition of their undivided extent might be proceeded with. 

4, The result of Sir Charles Napier's inquiries tended to establish the authenticity and 
the freedom of the transfer both of the public and priv�te est&tes of Meer Roostum, and 
those of Lord Ellenborough i ts legality and the inadmissibi lity of its retractation ; these points 
therefore appear from thal time to haTe been h�d as decided; m, express declaration to th�t 
effect is on record, and it may be inferred that the whole of the principles adopted by �1r 
Ch11rles Napier i n  the occupation of the conquered country were thenceforth acquiesced tn 
by the Government of India. 

5. Meanwhile a quei;tion had arisen as to the appropriation of the territory north of 
Roree, which having been declared forfeited to the British Government previous to the out-
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break of the war, could not, according to Sir CharJes Napier's principles, be claimed bf Ali 
Moorad either in his own right or that of its cession by Meer Roostum, although it was 
included in the latter. The northern portion of this  terri tory, comprising  the districts of 
Subzulkote and Bhoon1,?Lharra, had already been ceded by us to the N uwnb of Bhawul
poor, and the views of the Supreme Government in regard to the remainder were commu
nicated by Lord Ellenborough to Sir Charlt's Napier, in a despatch dated the 19th Sep
tember 1 843, in \\h ich, while its ultimate appropriation was left to Sir Charles Napier, the 
princ iplts uy which it was considered it should be rel,rulated wne indicated to be, to assign 
to Meer Ali Moorad revenues equal to those held by Meer Roostum in right of the Turban, 
with an equirnlent for any such which had been or might be ceded to Bhawulpore, and for 
certain forts ceded by Al i  Morad, at ou r  request, to Jessulmere ; to make such exchanges 
of territory as m ight be c:esirable for improving the respecti\·e frontiers, and to assign the 
rest, wit h the exception of H oree and a small a rrondi:;sement about it, reserved for U!,l, to 
.Bhawulpore. 

6. It does not appear what measures, if any, were adopted Ly Sir Charles Napier in 
pursu,;nce o� �is communication, furt_her than the d��oi t ion of� Ali  l\Ioorad's �ou!1darie� 
by a comm1ss1on composed of Captam Malet, the Resident at Khyrpoor, and Sheikh Ah 
Hussa in ,  the then minister of the Ameer, which measure may possibly have been executed 
in conformity with such vie,�s  as Sir Charles Napier had adopted in regard to the appro
pria1 ion of the territory ; and tbe .. e may have been communicakd personal ly to the Resident, 
but this can only be conjt·ctured, for there is nothing on record to show that such was the 
case. 

7. The next notice of the subjec t  on record is in the dra ft of a proposed trea ty between 
the British Governmeut and Meer Ali Moorad, wh ich was sent to the Government of India 
11' ith a s imple transmitting l etter, dated the 4th May 1846, unaccompanit·d by any expla
natory information as to the principles and data on which it had been framed. The effect 
of the territorial provisions of this treaty was, to concede to Ali Moorad, as a matter of 
grace, the application of the same p rinci p les to the appropriation of the country north of 
Roree, 11 hich had been recognized by Sir Charles .N apier as his right in regard to the 
country south of it. It  was, therefore, so far more favc ,urable to the Ameer ttinn would 
barn been that of the principles indicated in Lord Ellen borough's despatch last referred to, 
that it conveyed to h im the private as wel l  as the public est ate of M'l'er Roostum within 
that  tract, a11d ass igned to the Nawab of Bhawulpore no more than he was in po!'lsess icn 
of by the first cession. It d id not, huwevn, allow Ali Moorad any cotllpensation for that 
portion of the public estate of Meer Roostum which had been already ceded to Bh'awulpore, 
and which in a previous despatch Lord Ellenborough had admitted the propriety of con
ceding to him on liberal terms. I t  was therefore, perhaps, on the whole, nnt much in 
�xcess of Lord Ellenboruugh's intentions i n  the Ameer's favour ; and S ir  Charles Napier, 
in thus exercising the discretion reposed in him, appears to have considered that he d id so 
in the manner most appropriate to the deserts of Ali Moorad iu his relations to the British 
Government. 

8, Besides the recoguition of the territories belonging to Ali Moorad, the trea1y provided 
for a mutual exchange of territory, the objects of which are not rel·orded, but may be 
infeITed, fro m the rough estimates und memoranda on which 1he ammgement appears to  
have been based, to have been the consolidation of  the respective territories within a more 
<"onvenient frontier, and the adj ustment of mutual claims which had arisen from the tem
porary occupation by one party of lands belonging to the other. In thi s  last respect, 
however, there is no express recognition of the conclusiveness of the arrangement, nor does 
it appear to have provided for the claim of Al i  Moorad on account of the forts in the De,ert, 
already alluded to �s having been ceded by him, at our request, to the Raja  of J essulmere. 

9. The receipt of this draft treaty was uot officially acknowledged by the Government 
o f  India, to \\ hich Lo1d  Hardinge had intermediately succet>ded, until the 24th Octube 
1 846, when in a despatch from �ir .Frederick Currie, after entering into an explanation of 
the delay which had intervrned, it was remarked , as regarcl11 the territorial provisions of 
the treaty, that the Governmrnt of Ind ia  was hut  imperfectly in formed as to the locality 
of the d1at1�ets to which they related ; that the effect of the ti·ansfer from Meer Roostum 
to Ali M oorad, did noL appear to have been definit ively settled at\ respects i ts bearing on the 
public ud private rights of the parties ; that there was some discrepancy in the names 
of some of the dis1r1c1 s, as enumerated in Meu Sohr11b's will, am! in the tl'eaty ; and 
that compensation for the Desert forts, and some pecuniary claims on account of collt·c
t.ons, had been unprovided for. Further obi;erv!ttions were addt·d on the other than 
turitorial provisions of the treAty, and it was intimated that while explanation on the 
above points was desired, to admit of a conclusive settlement l• f the whole question, the 
expediency of the p 101 ,ost'd Exchange ol ter, itory was recognisrd, and it might be proceeded 
with at once, on the respective ,·alues being satisfactorily determined ; and that the Ameer 
might in tht' meantime be informed of the d isposition of the Government of ludia to enter 
into a trt a 1y of friendship nnd alliance with him, and of the necessary instructions and 
authority hadng bt t'Il given for its m gotiation to the Gover11ment of Scinde. 

1 0. Sir Charlt'S Napier, under date the 18th January 1847, replied in dt'tail to these 
objectioua ; he promised to send a map of the territorial provisions, " hich w·as after\Vards 
tram;miUed ; he recapitulated the principles by \\ hich he had been guided in the appro
priation of the conquerei.l territory, and the conclusion he had come lo on the. effoct of 
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the transfer of Meer Roostum's rights, and which he had been left to suppose had been 
ultimately acquiesced in by Lord Ellenuorough's GoveramenL ; he j ustified the gratui tous 
extension of the same principles to the forfeited territory north of Roree, as being nu more 
than was required by considerations of libera l i ty towards an ally who had abstained from 
opposition, and afforded us active aid at t imes when it was of importance ; he gave his 
opini l ln on the mode in wh ich the claim to compensation on account of the Desert forts 
should be disposed of, he furnisht·d explanations on the apparen t discrepancies in the 
uames of the district, and he repl ied to the remarks on the other than tt'rritorial provisions 
of the treaty. 

1 1 .  No further communication on the subject wa� received from the Government of India, 
up to the close of Sir Charlei; Napier',; Government, nor indeed has any up to this t ime ; 
and it does not appear that any steps were taken by Sir Charles Napier, in pursuance of 
the authority to proceed with the territorial exchange i n  antici pation of the ulterior disposal 
of the treaty generally. 

1 2 .  In the meant ime, a circum,t ance hod come to Sir Charles Napier's knowlt>d[te, 
or rat her, he obtai ned proofs corroborative of former �uspi cions in respect to i t, which 
tended to invalidate the authenticity of one of the docnm,·nts 0,1 which the application of 
his principles 10 the forfeited territory north of Rort'e had bem based. This document 
was a tr•·aty purporting  to have been executed between Meer Al i  Moorad and Meers 
Roostum a11d Nus,eer Khan, the son of thei r brother Meer Moouaruck, towards the 
close of the year 1842, and shortly before the events which led to the war with the 
British. At that time the family dissens ion� of tht"se Ameers ha<l been brought to the 
issue of arm!<, and in  an ac t ion in  which Ali Moorad had the advantage, pea,·e was pur
chaserl by the other two by the cession to him of certa in  lands enumerated in  this treaty, 
which was w ritten in u copy of the Koran. I n  v irtue of this document, the lands ceded 
by Meer N usseer Khan, and which  would othnwise, as having belonged neither tu Meer 
Roostum nor to M eer A l i  Mo , rad , have been appropriated by us in tl te application of Sir 
Charles Napier's principles, had bPeu appropriated by favour to M eer A l t  Moorad as 
hnving been in h i s  r ightful possession at the time of the conquest. I t  w .1s, however, 
brought to Sir Cha rles Napier's knowled�e, that a fraud h,ul be<'n committed l>y Ali 
Moo, ad, in  respcl't to t1 · is documPnt, by endeavouring to su i>sti t u 1 e  in it the word 
" district" for '' vil lage," in the de�i�nation of a place i n  which the vill age and i ts ,rnr
round ine; district bore the same name, and iuterpolatm� the names of some d iitricts 
altogether ; and thnt when th is attempt was nnsut'cessful, the leaf itself on w hich the 
name, were writt Pn' had bet>n extracted, and the matter which it bore was written afresh, 
with the d t·sired alterations and addi t ion, on anotht'r blank l.,af of the same Koran, l>y the 
same per-011 by whom the origi nal treaty had btien writtl'n ; the effc!ct of which was to 
convey to A li Morad d istr icts of consider,1ble \·al ue, in p lace of \"il lages of trifling extenr. 
Tl1is inf1 1nnation was given to Sir Charles Napier by Shaik Ali Huso1ai 1 1 ,  the ex-minister 
of Al i  Mu,Jrad, as bt·ing wi 1 h i 11 his personal cog:11iza11ce, and that of Pet!r Ali  Gohur, an 
influent i a l  syud in Upper Scinde, and thl' writer of this and other s tate papers in the archives 
of t ht> Kh_yrpuor family, who had quarrelled with Ali Morad, as had Sheik Ali Hoosain 
himself, and th� latter was then about to proceed to t he .  Punjaub ; t he extracted leaf of 
the Koran was at the same time produced by him in proof of his statement. 

13. This was the state of these que!<tions on my succ<'ed ing Sir Charles Napier i n  the 
�overnment of t he province in the end of St'plember 1 847, when he brought the subj Pct to 
m y  notice as one then pt·ncl i 1 1 g, and informed me that the prnofs of it were with secretary 
u;e ldte Captain Brown .  He at the same time gave me 11. memorandum detail ing the mea
snres he would recommt·nd for adopt ion  w hen t he matter should come to be disposed of, 
the purport of  wh i ch, so far 11s J can recollP.ct, for I gave the ori�i nal to Sir George Clerk 
and r, tained m, copy, was, th,,t the districts in question woulrl have to be resumed, and that 
when this took place, I and the officl'r command i , 1g  the forces i n  the province should then 
be present in � pper Scinde with_ a siifficie_n_t mi l itary forl'e to support whatever measures 
might be reqms1te, al1 hough active oppos1 t l ' >n on the part of the Ameer was nut appre-

cndecl. 
14. I forwarded Sir Charles Napier's paper to Sir George Clerk, then Governor of 

Bomhay, and directed the secretary, Captain Brown, to make a memorandum of the circum
stanc�s connected with the d iscovery or' the alleged fr,1ud, and to keep all the proofs for 
production when requ i red ; a lso to col lect the correspondence re�ardin� the proposed treat_,·, 
the records respect ing wh ich, he informed me, were i n  some respects i ncomplete, and to be 
ready to give evny requisite expla11a1 1on upon it wh<:>n it i;honld come under consideration ; 
1111 fort i ,er proceed i ngs we!"e dderred unii l  the arrival of Sir George Clerk, whose intention 
it was shortly to visi L the provmCl', 

Io .  Circumstances delayed S ir  Gt'orge Clerk's visit unti l  the month of February 1848, 
" hen the season was so J ar advanct'd a nd the state of his health was such t hat he was 
unable pe1 sonally tu unt.lenake the settle1 1 1ent  of thv,e que�t.ons ; but he was made ac
quamted w i t h  the mfo 1  mation  regar, ! i n!!  the Ql lcged fraud,  then i n  t he  possession of  Capt. 
Bro1r n, a11d led me to expect t hat he 1, ould communicate to  me his views  on the subject. 

16, Soon after Si1 George Clerk's return ,o Bombay, the sta te of his health obliged him 
to quit I ndia ; 1111d i t  was not unt i l  the month of October 1848 that I recei ved secret instruc
tions from the Bombay Government, founded, I presume; on the information obtained by 
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Sir George Clerk when here, to proceed with the inquiry into the alleged frand, but leaving 
it to my discretion to postpone this if the then state of affairs in the Punjaub,  where the 
Mooltan insumction had broken out, should render it expecli t>nt. 

17, In the meantime my secre1ary, Captain Brown, who had proct-eded to Mooltan to 
join his regiment on sen·ice, re1urned dangerously ill, and d ird shortly after i n  Bombay, 
without being a�le again to transact business. He le� the papers <·onn�cted with the fraud_, 
and the records on the subject of the treaty, to be delivered to me by his head clerk, and 1t 
is from them I have been obliged to derive my information on these subjec ts  under con
sideiable disadvantage, from the absence of such personal explanRtions as Captain Brown 
alone could have furnished. 

1 8. In t he ensuing cold season I procc·eded to Upper Scinde and paid a visit to �eer 
Ali Moorad at Khyrpoor. I took that opportunity of going through the documf!1 ,ts con
nected wlth the case, and obtaining indirecLly information bearin� upon ii ; but I t·on .. idered 
it inexpedient at that  time to enter into any direct investigation, both on account of the 
state of affai 1 s  in the Punjaub, and from my havm� fuuud the information on re1·ord re��rd
ing the data on which the details of t he proposed tr1•aty bad been based; very deft"Ctive ; 
and as Sir Charles Napier was soon after uppointed Commander-in-chief in  India, and . it 
was pr obable he might c1 1me out b_,· the way of Scinde, I hoped to huve ob :ained from l11m 
in person·at conference such furtlwr i11 i"ormation 11s was wanted . Whe11 however I found he 
had gone by Bengal, I availed myself of t he transfer to this � ,aff of Cupt. H 1ml ing. my 
Persian inl.t'rpreter, w ho had been with me at Khyrpoor, :o s1m<l by that office::r a meu!o
-rand1 1m of the informu1ion I r, quired, which Sir Charles Napier did me the favour to furnish 
as far as his reco lle,·tion e 1 1abled him to do, and as he at the same timP in formed me of ti :e 
probabi lity of t he Go\·emor-general's e,nly arrival in 1 his p rovi nce, and his tak i n� up the 
ques,ion of the treaty in person, I reservt-d it for co11siderati1 111 until  then ; I have ho\, ever 
in the meantime, since my arrival at Sukkur to meet the Govemor-gt-neml, prosecut, cl to a 
conclusion the further inquiries directed by the Govt·rmnent  of Bombay into the  alleged 
fraud. 

19. Having 1hus  explaintd the present position of thP�e questions, I shall now proceed 
to submit my views as 1 0  their disposal. 

20. The principal territorial provisions embodied in the d raft of the treaty, as it at p1 e:,ent 
stands, are th�e in Articles 2 and 6, thr. former containing a recognition of the territory 
belonging to Meer Ali Morad, the latter a proposed exchange of territory between him 
and us. 

21 . In Article 2, the only portion requiring consideration is t hat relating to the districts 
with which the enumeration closes, viz. tho,e of Meer Nusseer Khan, descri liecl as • •  Per
gunnubs Meerpoor and Mahtela and M1hry, and vi l lage of Dadlo." These are the pos
sessio�s acquired by the treaty, in respect to which the fraud is alleged tu have been 
committed. 

22. The e, idence in support of this allegation seems nearly as conclusive HS it is possible 
for any evidence regarding such a tran�action to be. The witnesses are persons who at tl1e 
time stood high in the confidence of Ali Mooi·ad, and occupied the most mftuential s tations 
about his person. They profess tu have been eye-witnesses of the fact, and one of them, 
Peer A l i  Golmr, to have been the agent in its commission, against the consequenct-s of 
which, to himself, he produces a certificate of indemnity from Ali Morad, purp0tting to 
bear h is seal and autograph authentication ; the other witnt-ss, Shaik A li Hussaia, has pro
duced t he extracted leaf of the Koran ,  in which the interpolations are alleged to have been 
at first unsuccessful ly attempted, and which it appears had fallen into his possession and 
been carefully preserved by him. The evidence of these two witnesses was given on diffe ... 
rent occasions, remote from and appar1 nt ly quite independent of each other ; it agrees in  
every pa1ticular, a1 1d i s  borne out by  1he  prools to  which i t  rt·fers. The Koran from which 
the leaf is said to have been e�tracted, ha,; been obla 1 1wd by me from Ali Moorad for in
spection ; the only point in which i t s  appe,,rance at fi rst sight raises a doubt is, that the 
matter of the treaty is � ritten on four , pages, the three fi r,t of whi<'h are on one sheet, so 
that 1he extracted leaf could not easily have been bound in beh, een the first and sel'ond 
pages, unless it had bt•t-n also part of a whole sheet ini,,tea<l of a single leaf, as it now nppea.-s ; 
�t the othe� leaf may h ave bet n blank and become >l'parnted in the process of extraction ; 
its preservation uiay therefore not have been cared for. Peer Ali Golrnr's evidence on this 
point before the Koran and extracted leaf were shown to h im,  did not quite agree with t heir 
actual  appearanct', bu t  it is a point  on which a trifling d iscrepan<'y at so lon� an interval of 
time <1oes n�t appear to me 111ateri&lly to nffect his gtneral cred ibi l ity. 1he e \ idence of 
these two . w1t11esi.es is further confirm1 cl by that given indP.pendently by one Joke1;ram 
Row, a pnsouer in the ShikarporF. gaol for t'mbezzlemt-nt, but formerly a moomht·e in the 
Bri_tish Agency in _Upper St inde, and supposed to be thoroughly acq�ainte? with the trans
a�twns of 1he period ; he  dues not however appe:!r to have been h1:11selt an eye-witness. 
Fmal ly, the al1us1ons to tlw e\'c·nts in the cor re;,pondence of the Bri tish Agency, 11 1 the ti 111e 
when th1·y occurred, wi th the Ameers of Khyrpuor, inducling A l i  Mo,au him�e lf, te1 1ds tu 
the inference that the cessions in rei-pect to which the fraud is 11 l l eged to have been subs1.
-qucntly committed, were of incomiderable val ue, 11nd 11ot of the large amount w hich under 
.iti operation they now appear. It is true that the wit nesses are reputed to be uotoriou,, and 
umcrupulous inuiguers ; they are, by their own showing, accessorif's in the alledeg fraud, 
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and they are now at bitter enmity with Ali Moorad ; it is therefore just possible that they 
may have conspired to get up this charge against him, but the particularity and consistency 
of their statements, and the concurrence of the collateral circumstances are so strong as 
hardly to be overborne by these considerations ; while, on the other hand, there is little 
unfortunately i n  the personal character of Ali Moorad to oppose any great obstacle to the 
credibi lity of their allegation. The only step which has not yet been taken is to obtain the 
Ameer's own explanation on the subject ; this I have hitherto abstained from doing, as it 
would have brought the question to an open issue, which I was desirous to avoid ,  until I 
could as<"ertain the views of the Governor-general as to i 1s treatment ; but l do not conceive 
that any explanation of the  Ameer, if obtained, would add materially to the means of forming 
a j udgment on the question, for I apprehend there can be little doubt that he would meet 
the charge by a direct denia l ,  if innocent, as a matter of course, i f  guilty, as being not very 
likely, if capable of committing such a deed, to hesitate at d isavowing it. Taking all these 
circumstances in to consideration, as the matter at present stands, I feel that the only con
clusion which can be reasonably come to is, that there remains but little grouRd for any 
moral doubt that the fraud was committed as al l�ged. 

23. If this conclusion he adopted, the next poi nt for consicl eration would be, how Ali 
Mooiad should be dealt with in  reference to it. I presume that, even if the fraud were 
openly brought home to the A meer, whatever may be the opinion as to  its moral t.urpitude, 
yet, adverting to Lis position as an i ndependent sovereign, it would not be thought to call 
for stronger measures than the resumption of the d istricts which have been obtained by 
means of i t ; and that i f  this can be effected withou t his open conviction, i t  will hardly be 
thought exped ient to expose to his own subjects, and to the world i n  general, as guilty of 
so base an act, a prince w ith whom we are to con tinue on terms of amity and alliance. 
Under this impres,ion, the course I would recommer.d for at once protecting our own inte
rests, and saving the reputation of our ally, would be simply to in t imate to the Ameer that, 
as any cession within  the tract where the districts i n  question are situated is to be received 
as a matter of favour, and as such to be accorded only when the grounds fur it are free 
from all reasonable doubt, and as ci rcumstances have come to t i le. knowledge of the 
Governor-general since the arrangements of Sir Charles Napier were proposed, to  shake his 
confidence i n  the document on  which the cession of those district:t was based, he must 
withhold his confirmation to that part of them in  which it i s  involved. It is to be hoped 
that such an intimation, however unpalateable to the Ameer, would be acquiesced in 
under the consciousness of the risk liis own reputation must incur from any attempt at 
brav ing the issue if matters are pushed to extremity. A t  any rate he can have no right. 
to demand or expect a more explicit declaration of the grounds of anv modification in a 
measure admitted to be purely gratuito1,1S on our parL The result, as r;gards our iatereats, 
would be to retain for na an anuual revenue of up\\'ards of a. lac and a half of rupees, 
with arrears from the time when the d istricti:: wel'e made over to the Ameer, in anticipatiQa 
of the confirmation of Sir Charles Napier's arrangements. 

(True extract.) 
(signed) William Lang, 

Member of Commission. 

CoPIES of Correspondence descriptive of the District forming the Subject of Di.lpute. 

Nu. 2. 
No l ,422 of 1849.-Political Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to Major Golduy, Collector of Shikarpoor. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to request you will obta in for me information as to the approximate 
annual value of the village of Dadloo, and the pergunnahs of Mahtela, Meerpoor, and 
Meheerkee, now held by his Highness Meer Ali Moorad, in right of the cession made to 
him by Meer Nussecr Khan, d istingui�hiug, in the case of Mahteela, the revenue of the 
village from that of the pergunnah of that name. 

I have, &c. 

Kurrachee, 6 July 1849. 
(signed) R. K, Pringle, 

Commissioner in Scinde. 

No. 3. 

No. 379 of 1849.-Political Department. 
From the Collector, Shikarpoor, to R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde, 

Kurrachee. 
Si� 

H irnEWITH I have the honour to forward the memorandum of proceeds of the village ol 
Dadloo, and of the pergunnahs of Mahtehla, Meerpoor, and Meheerkee, called for in  your 
letter, No. 1,422, of 6th instant. 

2. 1 have 
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2. I have added a return of those of Ooboura Dehrkee, in case of its being desired 
now or hereafter. 

3. Thf: returns exhibit the actual realizations from these districts, for the Fuslee year (of 
Scinde) 1255 (1844-45), rejeoting all arrears of former years. The accounts being in this 
office, there has been no necessity to seek. information elsewhere. 

Shikarpoor, Collector's Office, 
16 July 1849. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) P. Goldney, Major, 

Collector, Upper Scinde. 

No. 4. 

'RETURN of the Value of the following Pergunnahs and Towns, as called for in 
Commissioaer's Letter, No. 1 ,422, dated the 6tt July 1849. 

D ET A I L. A M O U NT. 
TOTA L 

A M O U N T. 

Total coJlections of the village of Dadaloo, for Fuslee Rs. a. p. Rs. a. P· 
year- 1255, A. n. 1 844-46 - - - - - 2,520 - -

Total collections of the pergunnah of Meerpoor (Meher-
kee), fur Fuslee year U56, A. D, 1844-46 .. - 1,61,106 6 I I  

Total collections o f  the town of Mahtela, fo r  the Fuslee 
year H65, A. D, 1844-46 - - - - - �066 1 3  1 

1188,888 3 -

GRAND ToTAL, One lac Sixty-five thousand Six hundred and 
Eighty-three rupees, Three annas - - - - - 1 ,65,683 3 -

OoBOUREE.  

·rota} coUections �ftlle pergunnah. of Oobouree (Dehurkee), for the Faslee Rs. a. p. 
year 1255, A. D. 1844-45 - 1,18,913 4 8 

GRA N D  ToTA L, One lac Eighteen thousand Nine hundred and 
Thirteen rupees, Four annas, Eight pies - 1,18,913 4 8 

(signed) 

Shikarpoor, 17 July 1849. 

0. F. M' L. Farrington, Depury Collector, 
late Deputy Collector of these 

Districts. 

MEMOR A N D U M .  

Tu E pergunnah of  Meerpoor i s  called l\J ehrkee ; the pergunnah of  Oobourah is  called 
Deh-lHkee ; thia latter district having also been given over to his Highness Meer Ali lloorad 
with the others. I apprehend there is a clerical error in the Commissioner's letter, " and 
M ehui kre " having been written for " and Dehurkee," I therefore attach the 'falue of the 
latter pergunnah also. 

(signed) 0. F. M• L. Farrington, Deputy Collector. 
P. Gold1leg, Collector. 

No. 5. 

No. 1,511 of 1849.-Political Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Collector of Shikarpore. 
Sir, 

REFEB RING to your letter No. 379, of the 16th ill8tant, I have the honour to request 
that you will explain whether the pergunnahs of Meerpoor and .Meherkee are the same ; 

i3 • z 4 whether 
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whether there are any villages of those names, and i f  sc,, what is the amount or their 
revenues ; also whether tl iert! is a pergunnah as well as a village of the name of Mabtehla · 
and if so, the amount of i ts (the pergunnah's) revenue. ' 

I have, &c. 

Kurrachee, 24 July 1849. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commissioner in Scinde. 

No. 6.  

No.  440 of 1849.-Revenue Department. 

From the Collector of Shikarpoor to the Commissioner, Scinde, Kurrachee. 
Sir, 

I N  reply to your letter, No. 1 ,5 11 ,  of 24th instant, I have the honour to state that the 
pergunnahs of Meerpoor and of MPhrkee were under lhe Meer's distinct ponions of the 
la� pergunnah of Mahtela, w hich at one time comprised besides the whole of the tuppa 
divisions now forming the pergunnah of Gotekee, and others. 

2. There is a village called Meerpoor, but now called Mehrkee. 
3. There is a village called Mathela, and also II pergunnah of that name. 
4. Some confusion bas arisen from the circumstance that, whereas Meerpoor was at one 

time a tuppah of Mahtehla, and subsequently erected by the British Government into 
a pergunnah, of which Mahtela formed a tuppah ; on the other hand, M ahtehla was 
formerly a per�unnah, of which Meerpoor formed a tuppah ; but it (Mahtela) was under 
us reduced to a tuppab i n  the pergunnah of Meerpoor. 

5. A memorandum of the revenue desired in your letter under reply is attached in 
a sepRrate half aheet. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) P. Goldaey, Major, 

Collector's OfficP, Shikarpoor, 
31 July 1849. 

Colleclor, Upper Scinde. 

No. 7 .  

RETURN of  the Value of  the following Village and Tuppah of  Mahtehla, and the Town of 
M eerpoor, as called for in  Commissioner's Letter, No. 1 ,61 1 ,  of 24th July 1849, 

D .B T  A I L. AMOUNT. AMOUNT 
TOTAL. 

Total collections of the town of Meerpoor, for Fuslee year Ju. a. P• &. a. P· 
1256, A. D, 1844-46 - - 6,667 

Total collections of the pergunnah (now tuppah) of Mahtela, 
for Fuslee year 1266, A. n. 1844-46 - &. 23,866 - -

Add town of that name 2,066 - -
26,922 
----- 32,679 

· TOTAL Company's rupees, Thirty-two thousand Fi\'e hundred 
Seventy-ni ne, no annas, no pies - - - - -

and I - 32,6'79 

(signed) 0. F. ML. Farringt01l, Deputy Collector, 
late Deputy Collector of Meerpore District. 

(signed) P. Gold11ty, Collector. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) W. La,.g, Member of Commission. 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 

EXHIBIT (C.) 

I N D E X. 

No. 1.-Letter from the Acting Secretary to the Government of Scinrle to Captain Pope, Collector of 
Sukkur, No. 8ll ,  dated 8th October 1843 ; forwards Translate of Letter from his Highness 
Meer Ali Moored. preying to be confirmed in the possession of the Pergunnehs Meerpoor 
Mnhtehla, Deb Dadalow, and Soonderbaylee, three Villages given to him by Meer NuHeer 
Khan, Son of the late Meer Mobarrnck Khan, by a Writing in a Koran, for tiuch information 
as he may be able to furnish in the matter, which information he is also to submit to the Right 
honourable the Governor-general direct - p. 185 

No. 2.-Translation of the above Letter, from his Highne11 .Ali Moorad to Sir Charles Napier - p. 186 
NG. 8.-Order by Sir Charles Napier on this Petition to settle the Boundary ; Officers will be 

deputed - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - p. 186 
No 4.-From Captain Pope to the Secretary to the Government of India, No. 102, dated 24th October 

1843, submitting all the information be bad been able to collect on this subject • - p. 186 
No. 6.-From Captain Pope to the Secretary to the Government of Sein de, No. 108, dated 24th October 

1 843, forwards Copy of the above Letter to the Secretary to the Government of India, p. 187 
No. 6.-Memorandum by the late Captain Brown, Secretary to Government of Scinde, without date ; 

his Highness Meer Ali Moorad is accused of forgery, in having substituted a fresh leaf for one 
extracted from the Koran containing the cession to him, by Meer Roostam and N usseer Khan, 
of certain V illeges, in which fresh leaf he had ceded to himself a Pergunneh of a like name to 
one of the Villages mentioned in the original leaf, which is now produced by Sheik Ali 
Hussein, former Minister to bis Highness .A1i Morad - - - - - - - p. 187 

No. 7.-Furtber Memorandum, by Captain Brown, d11ted 28th February 1848, mentions further Evidence 
aubmitted by the Lieutenant of Police in Upper Scinde, obtained from Zokeen.m Moomhee 
and Peer Ah Gohur. The latter is the person by whom the Treaty was written in the Koran, 
of this forgery · - p. I 88 

No. 8.-Extract from a Letter from the Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the Commissioner 
in Scinde, No. 386, dated 11th October 1848, directing an Inquiry into this alleged forgery, 
but leaving it discretional with the Commissioner to defer entenng upon the Investigation 
for the present - p. 189 

No. 9.-Frnm the Lieutenant of Police, Shikarpoor, to the Secretary to the Government ofScinde, No. 9, 
dated 4th January 1848, forwards Statements of Zok.eeram Moonshee and Peer .Ali Gohur, in 
the matter of this forgery - - p. 1�9 

No. 10.-Statement made by Moonsbee Zokeeram 
No. 1 1 .-Evidence given by Peer Ali Gobur 
No. 12.-Conditions stipulated for by Peer Ali Gohur 

- p. 100 
- p. 191  
- P· 191  

No. 18.-Extract from a Memon.ndum from Lieutenant Younghusband, dated 18th December 1849, 
forwards the Document said to have been given to Peer Ali Gohur by his Highness Ali Morad, 
declaring the Peer blameless for having written " a Copy " ofwhat was on the original leaf 
in the Koran, spoilt by some ink having been thrown upou it, on a fresh leaf - - p. 192 

No. 14.-Translation of the above Document, obtained from Peer Ali Gohur - . - p. 102 
No. 15.-Statement of Peer Ali Gohur, made before R. K. Pringle, Esquire, on the 26th December 

1849 - - p. llr2 
No. 16.-Statement of Seik. Ali Hussain, made before R. K. Pringle, Esquire, on the 9th January 

1850 - - p. 193 

No. 1 .  

No. 8 1 1  o f  1843. 

From the Se<'l'etary to the Go\'ernment of Scinde to Captain G. Pope, Col lecw1· and 
Magistrate, Sukkur. 

Si r, 
J AM directed by b is  Excellency the Governor of S cinde to forward to you thP encloi;ed 

translation of a le1ter from his Highnes11 Meer Ali Moorau, and 10 1 equest you will be good 
enough to furn ish him \\ ith any in formation you may ha ,e, or may be able to coiled o n  the 
subject .  H is Excellency wishe,i �·011 to  write also t o  the  R ight h"nouiable the Governor
general direct, furni�hmg him " ith such in formation as you may be able to coi lect. H i s  
Excel lency h a s  this day writtt!n t o  t l ie Right honour able t he Governor-general, informing 
him that he  has directed JOU to do so. 

Kurrachee, 
8 October 1843. 

73. 

l have, &c. 
(signed) H. J. Pelly, 

Acting Secretary 
to Government of Ind ia. 
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No. 2. 

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Meer Ali Maorad Khan, Talpoor, to Sir Cliarle, Napier 
dated 6th Ramgan 1259, Hijree, and received 7th October 1843. ' 

After compliments,. 
M's u N uss&ER K1u.N, son of the late Meer M'obaruck Khan, hnd given me in writfo.,. 

on. the Konw the pergunnah Meerpoor Mahtehla, Deh Dadalow, a11d Soonderbeylee, thre� 
l"illages which were formerly in hi& o.wn posseSiion. A copy. of 1be page in question has 
already been seen by you, and the matttir is as clear as the SUIJJ at noon-day. Abaut a 
month ago Captain Pope came 10 Khyrpoor to inquire into the- question of the transfer of 
the " Pugree," and at that time also examined into the above case, taking the evidence of 
many respecte1ble witnesses• as to writing on the Koran, BUch aa Meer Thunghee Khan, 
Kumaul Khan, Julbhanee, with many othen1. Besides thiB, you wrote me, just before you. 
left Sukkur, that you would confirm me in the aforesaid pergunnah and villages. l am the 
servant and well-wisher of the Company, and they have been very kind to me ; I therefore 
now write that I rnay be confirmed in the pergunnah and villages aforesaid. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) G. lm,uarity, Assistant Commisaioner. 

'llo We allcwe· die itllowiog-order i.- annaed · :-• 
Tfie Governor-general does not d'esi re that ,YOU 

buundary, officers will be deputed. 
should suffer loss ;, and·- to settle the 

18, October, 1843 .. 
vi,igoed) .E. J. Broion, 

Seoreil&"' to tlie G"nmmmt of Scinde. 

No. 102 of 1843. 

From Captain G. Pope, Collector, Snl..kur, to /'. TA·o1J1ason, Esq., SeCTl"ttl.ry t;o the• 
GoYemment of IndJa. 

Sir, 
IN conformity with instructions from his Excellency the Governo1- of Scinde to transmit 

direct, for the information of his Lordship the Governor-general, such inf,irmation as I 
mil!ht be able to obtain in reference to a c�aim ur� by ms Highness Meer• Ali M-orad- to 
<.:ertain lands lying between Subzulkote aod Roree, alleged to have been v.oluntarily ceded 
to his Hi�hness by Meer N usseer Khan, hi.s Highness'11 nephew, and son of the late Meer 
Mob.aruck., L have now the honour to proceed to carry hi11 E�cellency's instructio ns into 
effect, and beg to express. my regret that severe i llness has prevented me from doing so at 
an earlier period. 

2. When I proceeded lo. Kh.yrpoor� in A.D.itust last, for the. purpose of maic.ing certain 
investigations as to the alleged cession to his llighness Meer Alt Morad of the Turban of 
Upper Scinde, und of his personal estates, by the Ex-Ameer Roostum Khan, I felt persuaded 
that the subject now under consideration would become one for future reference, and I 
therefore took advantage of the circumstances in which I was placed, so favourable  for a 
thorough investigation, to obtain and record every po11sible information regarding the claim 
now urged by his Hig.hness Meer Ali Morad. 

3. The enclosed Persian paper, marked (A.), is a faithful copy (written from my own 
dictation, holding the Koran in  which it  was entered in my hand) of the deed under  which 
his Highness now claims the lands therein specified. After the copy was made, I tested its 
aC"curacy by holding it in my hands and cow paring it with that in the Koran, the moonshee 
reading the latter aloud. 

Peer Ali Gohur, the principal Syud in Upper Scinde, avowed the deed to be in his hand� 
writin� ; of the fact therefore of the deed l ia11ing been duly wri Lten and sQ!lled, little doubt. 
can exist. 

The balance of testimony, however, as well as the unirersal voice of the country, is 
decidedly against i ts having been sealed voluntarily by Meer Nusseer Khan ; he a ppears to 
have been seated i;ullenlyon the �round some 10 or 12 paces from the rest of the chiefs ; on 
being applied to for his seal, he 1s stated to have said, that he had it not with him. The 
Ex-Ameer, Roostoni Khan, then went up to him, and after trying all in his power to recon
cile him to what he said was inevi table, put his hands in his nephew's wai�tba11d, from which 
he drew the seal, and applied it to the deed. 

His 
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Im H�eaa oeHr appears te .liave oetainod po11sesti011 ,of {he pl,ace1 tais -Oe4ecl, :till the 
wlaole couotr, C8Dle taupcari],y iiatu eis 'P"ll':esion_ in hnua, y _i.s.u.. 

Hie liigiine11s baa frequfllltly a full,- .adm1tkd 111 .CGDVel'S&tlOll wuh me, that the�B1181l 
wu not williagly made. l give w Highness's euc� wordg, " Lur'ka leea " ae •Md, i. � 
a MS a coequered country, fir oue te11t_ he �d "·�n m  w�. . . . This is SJIPf'reutly 1rreoonciirable wKh h• Highoe11 • aliegiatt.n 1n .hi• letter -to u 
&oe11-cy the -a.e..MI' q &ind�, elated �•m�• tbe 6t�, �y of which bu .eee� far
ailhea iot11, in view te tae preparata>o of tais ,eport ; but It • my nty to 1&ate. w1tJiout 
.._e, all l lnew u,oa the i;ubjeot., whid1 I have accring!y dene. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) G. Pop,,.. 

Sukkur, 24 October 1843. Cotlector and 'Magiatrate. 

No. 6. 

No. 103 of 1 843. 

From Captain Popt, Collector and Magistrate, Sukkur, to E. J. Bro1111&, Esquire, Secretary 
t,o ille G&v«IIDWll Gf &,indr, Kum1cliee. 

&r 
b Mfereate te ,ootletaeJ, No. 811, of tile 8th iasu,at, with eodolnre, I hue the bonow 

te -appellll., f« die iaCormatioa ef aia Excellellcy tbe Gover11w, � of a .lister I h.ve this 
c1eJ Mcirellld .&o abe Secretary &o &lie (}oyaDIDelfl of India. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) G. Pope, 

CGUect.or arul M agianate. 

MaxoRANDUII. 
ON the British entering Scinde in 1838, the rule1s of Upper Scinde were three brothers, 

Meers Ro:,stum Khan, Mobaruck, and Ati M orad  Khan. 
Meer Ali Morad was considera'bty younger than the othPr two, ,incl in hi! minority had 

been under the guardianahip of Meer M obaruck, during which period he WllB unjustly 
deprived by his guardian of certaill landa. 

This <1'spute was at its height when the British entered Scinde. In July 1839 Meer 
Mobaruck died ; his son, Meer Nusseer Khan succeeded lo Meer Mobaruck's share of 
the government, and disputes wilh Ali Moracl. Meer Rooetum espoui1ed Meer Nusseer's 
.aide. Thia waa -0ecuioned by •n iuult ,offered to Futteb Mabomed Ghoree, minister 
of Meer Ali Morad. 

The late Mr. Ross Bell decided un the case of dispute at the end of 1840, i n  favour 
of Meer Ali Morad. In January 11141 Mr. Bell quitter! Scinde for Quetm, but it would 
appear that his decision 11 ae not nnally agreed to by both parties, for 011 the death of 
that gentleman and return to Scinde from Quetta of bis succesi50r1 Major Outram, this 
was the first '-'I.Se brought to the notioe of the latter by the Upper Scinde Ame!":'B. 
Major Outl'am having inquittd iato the matter, reported on it to the Governor-general 
in con4inn11tio11 of his predecellllOr's decilrion, which alao was CCJDfinned by the Govemor
gener11l .  This decision of the Oo.erno�RI waa DOI hc,,wever communicated to the 
disputing parties. 

In September 1 842 their disputes h11d arisen to such an height, that the two Ameers 
called out their troops, and an engagement took place in the vicinity of Khyrpoor on the 
16th of that month, Meer Roostum siding with Meer Nusseer Khan. Meer Ali Moorad 
Khan Wat victorious, and Meer Roostum sued for peace, aod to obtain it promised to deliver 
to Meer Ali Moorarl Khan • nine vi l lage11, vis. ; seve11. of his own, and two of Meer Nuueer • My dige11 of 
Khan'11, viz., '' Matheilat "  and " Dadalow." 16 Sept. 184j. 

It has hmg been rumoured that the Koran i n  which tl1e l'ession of the two villages 1,y t Sheik Hwan'a 
Meer Nusseer Khan had be11n recorded, had bet>n falsified by addttions being made by means atatement, 
of a fl't'sh leaf being inserted in t he Koran in the place of the original one, extracted. 

Sheik Ali Hussun, ex-minister of Meer Ali  Morad, who was the Ameer's confident1al 
agent du, ing the above transactions, hut who has sine� quarrelled with anrl left the service 
of the A,ueer, now produl'es the leaf extracted from the Koran, and states 11� follows :-

" Memo. of l'ircum&tances that occur1ed du1 ing the bat tll' of Kbyrpure, fought between 
the Ameer of Khyrpore and Meer Ali Morad Khan in the month of Shah ban 1 268, and the 
tran�fer of the jaghirc of Mahteila to Meer .Ali :Vlorad.-When the battle was going, some 
men were killed. Meer Roostum came 10 Ali Morad in a ' Mahapah,' and wishtd to 
make p,·ace. Ali Morad said, • I have expendtd many lacs of rupees in the fight, and 
have given jaghires to  th� Beloochees ; how can l 11111 ke peace ! ' Meer Ruostum then gave 
him seven villages from himself� and two, uamely, ' Mahteila ' and ' Dadaloo ' from Meer 
Nusseer Khan. He wrote this in the Koran end sealed it, and then Meer Nussf'er Khan 

73. A A 2 and 
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and Ali Akbar Khan also sealed it. On 1his peace was eff'ected and fighting cealtd 
• Between R oree when a proclamation was iBSued that the country • beyond Roree was ceded to the Briiisb' 
andBbawalpore,by such belonging to Al i  Morad alone excepted. The Ameer then added in the Ko� 
order of the Go- the word ' pergunnab ' before the • village uf Mahteela.' He afterw11ra1 added the -.emor•general. words ' Meerpoor ' and ' Mehek�.' When he discovered 1 bat too many words had been 

e_ntered, and the forgery was eviden�, he _be-:ame perplexed, and after some considera
tion_ he resolved that the first page m which he had attempted by acra.tching oat some 
portions of words, added, to correct its appearance, should be extracted · the second 00 
which were the seals of the diff'erent parties, remaining. The matte'r on the sheet 
extracted, containin_g the names of the villages ce�ed, was recopied on a spare leaf in 
the Koran ; t!ie wr1 1er of the whole was Peer Ah Gohur. The sheet extracted is with 
me here ; if you order it I will  giv� it up. 

No. 7. 

S1NCB preparing a memorandum for the Commissioner, copy annexed, relating to the 
transfer, after the battle of Noonar, on the 16th SeptembPr 1842, of seven villages by 
Meer Roostum to Meer Ali Morad, 11nd of the villa�es '' Mehteila" and " Darloloo" by 
Meer Nusseer Khan to the same, the Lieutenant of pnlil'e at Shirk11poor has transmitted the 
substance llf evide1?ce of one Zokeeram MoonshPe, formerly in 1be office of the Assistant 
Poiitical Agent, Shikarpoor, and afterwards in that of the Collector, Shirkarpoor, but now 
in the gaol for peculation. 

Annexed are extracts from this person's statement, and copy of one of Peer Ali Gohur, 
which is enclosed. T11e latter is the person by whom the trt•aty in question was written 
in the Kor-do. 

It ·may be remarked that the evidence of this Moonshee Zokeram, he being in lrison for 
peculation, may not be considered trustworthy. He is, howi·ver, a clever rasca , and is, 
beyond doubt, well acquainted with 1he <letail11 of this ca,;e, which in Upper Scinde hue 
very generally lw.en discussed, I imagine. 

It may also be remarked that this Peer Ali Gohur, the writer of the agreement iu tbt> 
Koran, and, by his own showing, the alterer or it, has lately quarrelled with Meer Ali 
Morad Khan, and has fled to British territory. 

The Moonshee Zokeram, in the conclusi,m of his statement, refers to knowledge of the 
facts 11f the case by certain Ameers. If promised protection from the anger of 1 he Amt>t>r, 
they would doubtlesti give evidtnce in this case ; but bei11g the brother of Meer Nusseer 
Khan, anrt sons of the late Meer Roostum Khan, t hey cannot be supposed to have any 
very friendly feeling towards Met'r Ali Moored, under whose protection they now are, and 
by whom it is said they are not too well treated. 

On the other h11nd, Meer Ali Moornd Khan, in writing to me on the 18th Sep1ember 
1842 an account of the battle of " Nooner," states as follows : " In the meantime Meer 
Roostum Khan became mediator, and gave over to me several villa�es_ to cover the expense 
of my army, and the loss I had sustained, amounting to lacs of rupees. I, however, was 
not contented with the few places they m11de over to me, and would have demanded repa
ration for the whole of my loss had not your letler al that moment arrived. I then agreed 
to accept of the villages that Meer Roostum offered to me." 

This extract aoree11 with the statement of Sheik Ali Hussun, Peer Ally Gohur, and 
Moonshee Zokera':11 ; viz. that villages only (nine in number) we1c transferred to 1be Ameer. 
No mention is made of a pergunoab, 

The late Meer Roostum Khan, on writing to me on the same subject and date, 3lated 
that " I approached the Meer, and in order to obtain peace consented to make over to him 
some villages for the time being.'' 

Meer Nusseer Khan, on writing to me on the same subject and date, the 17th Septemb�r 
1842 stated, " At last Meer Roostum Khan succeeded in making peace. Meer Ali Moorad 
bec4�e most arrogant, seeing that lie had it all his own way. We found him hungi:·, 
therefore satisfied him for the time with a mouthful ; in future, however, it " ill not stand 
good." 

By comparing the leaf said to have . been extrac�d fro�1 the Koran (which I re�ei\'ed 
from Sheik Ally Husmn, and have now m my posse1s1on) with the Koran i tself, now m ,he 
possession of 1he Ameer, some discovery might be made. 

(si2ned) E. J, Brown, 
Kurrachee, 28 February 1848, ' Secretary to Government of :5ciude. 
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No. 8. 

EXTRACT from a Letter, No. 386, dated 11 October 1848, from Mr. Chief Secretary Malet 
to the Commissioner in Scinde ; paras. 6 to 11 .  

Cl .  '' IN memorandum (without date) left on  the records of the Scinde Government by 
Sir Charles Napier, an imputation has been cast upon his Highness Ali Morad of his having, 
by means of the substitution of a fabricated for a genuine document, appropriated to him
self a district which belongs to the British Government. Sir Charles Napier, apparently 
anticipating that further evidence could be obtained in proof of this allegation, recom
mended, in  the above memorandum, the measures that should in his opinion be arl , ,pted 
pn,pamtory to the resumption by Government of the district in question. His Lordship in 
Council would fully concur in the propriety of the precautionary measures suggested by 
the late Governor of Scinde, in the event of the fact of the alleged forgery being established. 
The evidence hitherto adduced in confirmation of the charge is plausible ; but it appear�, 
that of the three witnesses who have deposed to the alleged fraud, one• is a person who had 
quarrelled with Meer Ali Morad and had left his service, anothert had fled from the service 
of that chief, and tlie third t is at present in II British gaol as a convicted felon. 

7, " The circumstances which tend to give to the alleged fraud an appearance of proba
bility are, that Peer Ally Gohur, the second of the above witnesses, states that he wrote 
the original document for villages conferred,  and the second document in which a distric l 
of the same name as one of the villages granted was fraudulently substituted for the " vil
lage" itself. This individual also states that Alee Moored gave him II certificate to the 
effect that he should be held irresponsible if the fraud should ever come to lhe notice of the 
Bri1 ish Government. This certificate you should require Peer Gohur to produce. Thi11 
individual has declared that he possesses it, and that it was written by Allee Hoossain,  the 
first witness, and sealed by Meer Allee Morad. 

8, cc You should also require his Highnesij Ali Morad to produce the Koran in which the 
grant is recorded, and compare it with the leaf �fated by Shaik Allee H ussain t,, have b, eu 
the original record, and given by him, through Allee Akbar.the moonshee, to S ir  Charles 
Napier. 

9. cc A careful examination should also be made by you of all the letters addresseJ at the 
time of the confiict to the Ameers by 1he British authorities in Scinde, in which any mention 
may be made of the nature of the cession of lands, by the means of which pean had bten 
purchased from the strongest. 

10. " Captain Brown, in a memorandum which he furni11hed to Sir George Clerk <luri 1 1g 
the period his Excellency was in Scinde in the early part of the present year, a l l n! ied to 
three letters, the contents of which afford a strong evidence that the country given up w 
Alee Morad did not comprise a district. 

1 1 .  " With reference, however, to the present aspect of affairs in the north-l'iest, 1 he 
Right houourable the Governor in Council lea,es it to your disctetion to defer rnte1 i11g 
upon this investigation for the present, should you deem it desirable.'' 

No. 9. 

No. 9 of 1848. 

From the Lieutenant of Police, Shikarpoor, to the Secretary to Government of Scinde, 
Kurrachee. 

Sir, 
I HA.VE the honour to forward the accompanying papers, which I beg may be laid before 

the Commissioner for his information. 

2.  I need hardly mention that _the indiYidual, Jokee Ram, whose statement I forwad, 
was formrrly in the Political Agent's office at Sh ikarpoor, and 11fterward11 head 111t1011i;hee 
in the Collector's office ; he was tried and imprisoned for bribery and embezzlonent ; he is 
well known ae a very 1alented though unworthy person. 

3. Peer Ally Gohur is equal ly well known as having been the confidential servant  of his 
Highness Meer Ally Morad, with whom he quarrelled, and came and settled in our territory 
about eight mon1hs ago. 

4. Some days ago Moonshee Jokee Ram told me that his Highness Meer Ali Morad had 
.got possession of some valuable dis1ricts from us, by forgery ; I told him that he l11111 trie<l 
that story before ; he replied, " It is the c11se, and Peer Ali Gohur will tell you n i l  a l icut 
it." I st>nt for the last-named individual, 11nd questioned him on the subject ; bis sta 1 •  111eut 
is enclosed, with his seal attached to it. The principal proof regarding the leaf ha\· in!!  u1 1;a 
cot from the Koran is of course wi th Shaik Allee Hussein, who has gone to l.ahor.-, l ,ut 
I find that Peer Allee Gohur has sent a cossid to beg him 10 send a vakeel down \\ i t l i  1 1 . 
He also states that there not being room on one page of the Koran for all thd had 1 . .  b · 
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writttn, the couc]usion, with the seals authenticating the documents, were not on the page 
t.hat was cut out. 

5. 1 also forwa rd  a pi.per containing certain conditions .wliich Peer Allee Ggl rur s 1 ipll
lates for, if he proves all he states. 

6. 1 beg here respectfully Lo say that although I consider it my duty as lieutenant of 
police to bring to t he notice of Government all irrforma:tion that I receive, yet being 
'unaware of the views  of Govemment, I heve been 1::areful to guarantee nofhing, ·not even 
that it wil l  be ,taken �p, having merely put down on paper what has been told me, ·but 
taking <:are 'to get as mnch truth as possible. I am aware that part of th is  business was 
some months ago ·before Government, but I do not 'know how it wn settlt>tl, nor cam t ·ll't. 
present  in�uire, as I am ·bound by promise not to bring tt. to the notice of any 'J)erson 'bat 
'the Commissioner. 

?, That there is a �reat ,deal ef t-rutb in these -'ateJUtnta I Hllle ae doal>t,,as ,aig. 
Biglmess Meer Ally Mored has illelther &palled promises nor asibes to prevent it � 
ibrougbt forward. 'Jibe extortionale .rewartl ,that Peer .Ally .Oohw ,..d l\honsbee .Jok.t 
Ram ask" 1W10 .1how &but th�y ,bae no .4oubts QD tbe euiject. 

Sbikarpoor, 4 January 1848, 

I han, &.c. 
{•8') J. W. y....,..._, 

Liemniaat of .Police. 

No. IO. 

STATEMENT made by M.(J(Yflahee loka Ba• 1:>efcwe LiedMRaM Y0tntgltubt1'1td, 
Lieutenant of Police. 

M EER A u  MoRAD KHAN came in the la1�r -end ,0f 18� to at41ack M�er Nu�eer K�an 
at Khyrpoor by force,then MeerRoostum Kban, ,and Meer Nosseer Khan, we,,e obliged tie 
give him seven towns, named Pullacyhah, Khanwal, Abema, Butcha, Dum,e, Khlfl'kud, imd 
Khimih, thP.se from Meer Roostem Khan ; Mathelah and Daoodloo, belonging to Meet 
Nus!!eer Khan. It was also written that these wwns would be given with the consel lt of 
the British G overnment. M eer Ali Morad then went to Dejee-ka-Gote ; M eer Roostum 
Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan then called a force to attack him. Meer Allee Morad then 
got afraid, and st nt his father's si ster and his own mother, and seven Korans,, to beseech 
them not I I I  attack h im, and that he would restore those towns he had compelled them to 
!!ivt' him. These towns therefore remained in  their former owner'd hands ; atwr this the 
British Govnument confiscated the whole of the lands fr@m Roree to &bzulkote., anci tee 
Gnverrror Saheb had it proclaimed� and the proclamation put on the walls, ana Meer 
Roostum Khan and Meer N u�seer Khan pnt their seals to  this. After this the GoveAl<H' 
Saheb t.: ot rr,ady to go to Hplerabad, and ord••red hi11 army to cross from Sukkur to Roree. 
Meer Al ly Morad said to Meer Roostum, ''Come with me to Dejee-ke-Oote, and \Ve will 
make en arrangement regarding thiij.'' When they got there, Meer Ally Moorad said, 
" Hand over the whole of your country." After considerable disputes, Meer Roostum 
Khan said, " I  wi ll give you the country under these cond i tions ; firstly, you will be 
answerable for a l l  my expense;;, keeping up my retainers, &c., &c. , as I now live ; what 
lands are in my sons' hands now they are stil l to hold ; also the lands held by M eer Moba
ruck Khan art' to be left in the same way. Secondly, the country from Roree to Subzul
kote belongs to the British Government; they have been handed over to them,  so that 
I have rrot the power of giving lht·m away." Meer Allee Morad Khan agreed to these 
conditions, and wrote un agreement to this effect, and also received a receipt from Meer 
Roo!ltum Khan. The latter sent this agrt>ement t" Sir Charles Napier, but Meer Allee 
Morad had the messenger seized on the road, and the letters taken from him ; Shaik Ally 
Hussain got them, 11 1 1d kept M eer Roostmn Khan's agreement with him. After this the 
whole rnuntry came into the hands of the  Bri tish Government. Meer A llee Moorad Khan, 
wi th r eference to the aforesaid srvP.n towns M eer Rol)slum Khan had been obl iged to cede 
10 him, n1 1d al,-o the two Meer Nusseer Khan hnd, in tht> oricr ina l  paper inserted the district 
(pergunnah), as " el l ,  these town,, and also the row11 of l\Feerpoor and Mahurkee ; whilst 
inserting these the original paper was s poiled. Peer Ally Gohur made out another paper, 
indudinf{ these towns and the d is�ricts. Thus tak ing away from the British Government 
the lands belonging to Meer Nussen Khan, M eer Roostum Khan, 11lso al l  the lands 
belonging to Meer Roostum's sons ; but from Roree to Subzulkote remained in the hands of 
the British Go,·ernment. Part of t l r i s  coun1ry was given to Bhawulkhan, what remained 
was rn tlrt> hands of the British for two year... At this time Captain  M alet went round to 
settle the bou 1 1dary, that there should be 110 more d isputes . H is Excel lency the G overnor 
was 011 1he roud 10 the Beloo .. h H il l s ; M eer  A l l v  Morad was also wit h  him, 11lw Maj()f' 
Golcl ney. \Vhen th1y re 1 urned l rorn the campaicrn Meer A l l ee M orad in some way got 
nearly the whole of the  lands from Roree 10 Subzulkote from 1 he Governor. As  I was a n  old 
servant  of Government when this took place, I gave in forma1 ion that Meer Ally M orad h>td 
taken s�•veral towns that did not belong to him, and on my information t hey were resumed. 
I idso i;poke about NaowcJr Kh11 l sa ,  saying that h is H ighness had taken that r igh t, and 
showtd Major Golclney a treaty of Meer Mobaruck Khan's. After some days M aj or 
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-Ooldney returned the copy of the treaty to me, and asked me why 1 was trying to make 
mischief. After this my enemies J?Ot up lies against me, and I was imprisoned. After 
I was imprisoned, Jatee Nund, the financial moonshee in the Collector's office, em
bezzled a large sum of money ; I made an agret:ment w i th the Collector, in order 
to save my cred it, and to fiee myself from p 1isun, to prove where 25,000 rupees had 
been embezzled ; what I d id has all been written. I now request that if, accordin� to the old 
agreement, I. Suohaouml Asainund. and Tour Mull, are released; aad re&tored to• our 
orill,inal credit ,  with situations, we wi l l  show \'Where, and to wh�t ex1ent the Gotternment bu 
� ro.bbed ;. also, that I will show, and pro-.e how Meer Allee Mor11d ha& got hy forgery, 
a. large p()l'tion, of the country belonging to tl ie  Briti:sh G, ,vemment. To show this, I have 
bro.ugbt forward Peer Allee Guhur, who was engaged in all these th ing9, as a wit.�ss ; aIMt, 
when usked he will disclose the whole. I have copies of all the treaties between the Meers, 
and the British Gove1 nmen t ; but I wish th is  thing guaranteed me, that if I brin;c theee 1 

things forward I am protected from the vengeance  of his H ighness Meer Ally Morad, 
and 1hat a fourth part of �hat I' prove in favour of the Bri ti1>h Govern�ent will be paid 
to me, That you (Lieutenant Younghusband) will investigate this yourself. and tt'll it to 
no one until the whole thing is to be t ried. That a letter be " ritkn to Meer Mahorr,ed 
Allee Khan, Meer Al ly  M ahomed K han,  Mter A llee Murdan Khan,  and M et>r  Shere M a
homtd-Khan. that they will be protected, fi om the Meer if they speak tbe t1 uth. I wi8h 
this done, in case his Highne&B lrif11 to tamper w ith them, and that I may be relensed in 
order that I may l .e able to arrange the whole of the proofs. That I beg that this may be 
told to no one else till the time 1miH1& for it being . investigated, for the M eer's spies are 
numerous here, and he flpends large sum s  of money to  get inform11tion of what 1s guine; 
on ;  l ha�• non,erous fiiellda- in the oeuotry who. can give me �ery information; 

Before me, 

Shikarpoor, 4 January 1848. 
(eign� 

No. 1 1 .  

BvtDB:NCB g,vm by, Pelr A U,,  Geit.w, on �in� 410Htieaed· b, Lieatenant You1f6huba-1;. 
Lieuteoaotr ot: Police. 

W u sN the fight of Noonar took place at Khyrpoor, Meer Roostum Khan came between 
and µave by treaty seven towns of his own, and two (Doodaloo and Mathala) belonging to 
Meer Nusseer Khan ; but in ibis (1 reaty) tht:re was nothing written regar01ilg the- 01stricts 
these towns belonged to, or the rowns of Meerpore or Mahurkee, M eer Al ly Moorad Khan 
inserted the wQICla Meerpoor Malwrkee, and the distric t  of M athala ; 10 doing this he 
spoiled the parpe,; aad the forgery w11s p11lpable. The Meer than took that page out of the 
Koran, and wrote what had been on that leaf, wi t l1 bis addi tions on another leaf. This was 
wriLtab by me, Tbe, leaf that.w1wH.'11it out i11, oow with SIU!ik Ally llW!sein ; this is \\ hat I 
told you. The Metr gue me a, eert.ifieate. 61t)ling, that if tkis camt- to the JilOUCe of the 
British Gov ernment, he (the Meer) would t,1ke the blame on h im6elf;  I have it now ; 1 t  
was written b y  Sheik. Allee ll11i;1all').an<l llifl.Ded and sealed b y  Meer Allee Morad. I have 
also g.c;t a letter, fR>ffl. �1eik Ally Hussain regarding this affair, which I sha l l  show you . 

(True traDslation.) 
(signed) J. W. Youngllusband, Lientenant, 

Lieutenant of Police, 

No. 12. 

CoKDl'llIOM B  stipulated for by. Peer Ally G<Jhu1', 
Tu E j aghire, called Khanghra. Bad�ha, which was given by M eer Sohrab to my father, 

and afterwards con firmed to  me by Meer Roostum, to be restored. 
2. That his Highness Mee, .. Ally· Mored he prnented from takillg vengeance oa me for 

giving this· inteUigenee. 

3. The jaghire of Dulp.utra, whiah his Highnesi Meer Ali Morad gave me as a bribe in 
the forgery case, to be restored to u1e, 

4. Immunity for·all paat offl111ces. 
6. Protection to be guaranteed to Meer Mahomed Ally Khan and Meer Ally Mahomed 

Khan if t h ey gi•e evi<lence regarding the points brought forward. 

(signed) J. W; Young_h11shtmd, 
Lieutenant of Potiee. 
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No. 1 3. 

ExTBACT from a M emorandum from Lieutenant Youngn.u•ba7&d, dated 18th December, 
1849. 

Para. I. "AccoRDI N G  to your instructions I yesterday proceeded to a village near where 
Peer Ally Gohur resides, and had an interview with him ; I obtained from him without much 
difficulty the document said 10  have been given to him by h is  Highness Meer Allee Morad 
regarding the forgery i n  the Koran ; I beg to forward it, wiLh translation. Peer All� 
Gohur mentioned, that when he first wrote on the part of A l ly M orad to the late Governor 
of Scinde regarding the alkged cession, Mathela alone was mentioned ; in subsequent 
letters the other districts were mentioned." 

No. 14. 

TRANSLATION of a Document obtained from Peer .Allee Gohur, which bears the Seal 
of His Highness Meer Ali MMad. 

" Confirmed." 

TH E reason of wr i t ing this is as follows : Meer Roostum Khan and Meer Nusaeer Khan 
gave me the purgunnah of  M athela on account of the lacs of rupees I had expended in the 
battle of Khyrpoor. 

The pergunuahs Meerpoor, Mathela, M ikr, and othn towns were given to me, and written 
in the Koran by their own free will. 

By the carelessness of the servant who kept the Koran, some ink was spilt  on so•1w of 
the words in  a line of the cession written in the Koran, which spoilt i t  a little. I said to 
Meer Ally Gohur, " The p age is spoilt, I will t11ke it out, you write a copy of it in another 
page, because the original was written by you, so also write this.'' The Peer Sahib re
fused to write i1. I then said I would take all blame on myself, that none should rest on 
him ; if  anything was said regard ing it I should be answerable. I gave this document to 
the Peer, to show that the responsibility of the act rer;ts w ith me, and not wi th  him. I 
therefore w rite, that in  performing this the M eer is not to blame, be having written it by my 
orders. The above writing I give to remain " ith the Peer as a suuud. Dated 2d of the 
month Ruj eeb, 12S9 Hij ree. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. W. Younghusband, 

Lieutenant of Police. 

The doc11ment, of which this is a translation, is said to be in the handwrit ing of Sheik 
Allee Hussain. The words " Bahul ui;t " (confirmed) at tl ie top of tht> document is said to 
be the handwriting of M eer Allee Morad. 

(signed) J. W. Younghruband, 
Lieuteoant of  Police. 

Sukkur, 18  December 1849. 

No. 16.  

STATBM ENT of Petr .All!I Gohur, made before R. K. Pringk, Esquire, Commis-1ioner of 
Scinde. 

I WAS  not present when the leaf v,as tHken out of the Koran. Meer Ally Mor�il 
brought the Koran to me with the leaf taken out, and a new one then ready 10 wnte 
on. As far as I c110 recollect, the treaty originally covered three pages, on the last of 
which was three seals ; viz., M eer Roostum's, Meer Nusseer Khan, and Meer Ally 
Akba r ;  the first was the lenf 1aken out. The extracted l eaf was shown me at  the time by 
M eer Allv Mo,ad ; it was one leaf, and not a sheet. On it had first been interpolated the 
word " p;rgunnah ; "  afterwards " Mehrkee " was attempted to be substituted for t he word 
•• M i 1 zee,'' i n  doing which the paper was spoil t. The above took place subsequent to the ces
sion of the Tu1 ban by M eer Roost um 10 Meer Ally Morad. The new matter that " as written 
by me wos on one p11ge, the same as the original, on the left hand of the book.  

Questio,i by the Commissioner. Is th is  your handwriting ( The leaf said to  have been torn 
from the Koran is here show11 to PeP.T .Alty Gohur) marked ( A.) ?-.Annoer. Yes ; and this is 
the leaf which was extracted from the K oran. 

Do you know "hat bi-came of this le11f after the forgery was committed ?-It was left in 
the Koran. Sheik A llee Hussein took it out. 

Was t he deed of the cession of the Turban by Meer Roostum to l\feer Allee Morad, anJ 
the latter's treaty with the former, written in your handwriting ?-Yes, it was. 

Thus is the matter in the above -mentioned cession of the Turban, with reference to the 
names of the districts and villages, the same as first \\ ritten i n  the extracted leaf of the 

K oran '!-
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Koran 1-l do not distinctly recollect, but I have a copy with me of the cession ; and on 
referring to it, 1 perceive that the pergunnahs of M eerpoor, Mathe la, also that uf Mahrkee, 
arc amongst the list of cession by Meer Moostum. I remarked at the time of writing the 
cession, that the towns of these pergunnahs had already been ceded; to this he replied, It 
was of no consequence; to write them. 

Do you recognise the paper now shown to you (a paper ia 1/iown to Peer Ally Goliur, 
,narked (B.) ?-Y f's, the handwriting is mine; it must have been written at the time the p�e 
was re-written in the Koran; it appears to be an attempt of mine to write certain words fair, 
but I do not recollect. 

Do you recognise the Koran now shown to you?-Yes; this is the book from which the 
leaf was extracted. 

Is the handwriting of the treaty written in it yours ?-Yes, it is; the first page is the one 
that I re-wrote. The remaining three pages, on the last of which are the three seals, are 
my original writing. 

You before statc,d that, as far as you recollect, the treaty was written on three page1,1, it 
now appears on four; will you explain this difference ?-It is nine years ago, and my recol
lection of the subject is not quite distincL 

Do the three first pages of the treaty written in the Koran appear to you to be written on 
one sheet, or separate leaves ?-They appear to be written on one sheet, and not on two 
separate leaves. 

If such be the case, how do you explain your statement that the original matter is written 
on the three last pages, and the new matter on the first 1-1 am unable to explain this at 
this distance of time; my memory may have failed me in regard to the number of pages; 
there may have been two extracted inatead of one, as I before stated, and on recollection 
I think it must have been ; I mean a sheet, which may account for it. 

Are you aware of the Koran having been rebound at the time ?-No. 
The certificate granted by Meer Ally Morad, when was it written and !riven to you?-

Immediately before I re-wrote the matter in the Koran. 
0 

This statement was taken in my presence by Lieutenant Y ounghusband, Lieutenant of 
Police. 

(signed) R. K. Prin�le, 
Sukknr, 26 December 1849. Comm1ssiolier. 

No. JO. 

STATEMENT of Sheik Ally Hussain, made before R. K. Pringu, Esq., Commissioner 
in Scinde. 

Qut,tion by the Commisrioner. DID you make any statement before Sir C. Napier 
regarding 1he treaty of Noonar?-Annoer. Yes; I made a statement to Moonshee Ally 
Ukbar, at the request of Sir Charles Napier; I. wrote the statement down in my own hand
writing, by his desire. 

At that time did you give a leaf of the Kornn in which the treaty of N ownar was written 
to Sir Charles Napier ?-Yes, I gave the leaf of the Kornn. 

How came that leaf i11 yoar possession ?-His highness l\leer Ally Morad gave it to me 
to take care of it. The leaf had been extracted at Khyrpoor, in the presence of Bushurut 
Ally and Peer Ally Gohur; I was at Baberlo and was not present, having attempted to 
dissuade his Highness from committing the deed. My moonsbee (Busbuiut Aily) was 
present and returned with the Koran; the leaf that bad been extracted was _loose in it; the 
Koran was given to me to show to Captain Pope, who had expressed a wish to see it •. 
The reason that Captain Pope had expressed a wish to see the original treaty was, that he 
had heard that Mathela only was in the original, and that subsequently pergunnahs of 
Meerpoor and Mathela \\ ere added. 

How many pa(?:eS was the Treaty of Noonar written on ?-On four pages, commencing 
the page on the right side of 1he book, and ending with the page on the Jeft side; on the 
latter of which were the seals. The extracted -matter was on the first page, the rest 
remaining as it originally was in the Koran; one sheet, forming two leaves, was extracted, 
of "·hich one leaf was blank. Two blank leaves were then transferred from the beginning 
of the book in order to re-write the page extracted; the binding of the book was undone 
for this purpcse. I learnt this from my moonshee, Bushwunt Ally; but I am not aware 
"hether any bookbinder was employed in inserting the leaves "hen it (the Koran) came 
into my hands; the P.Xtracted leaves were both there, but separate,! from the binding. 
I do not know that Captain Pope's suspicions were aroused by the appearance uf the 
Koran, and as I \\ as the Meer't; servant, 1t was not my business to  say anything on the 
subject. The new matter w1itten in the Koran in substitution of the extracted h·af, was 
written by Peer Ally Gohur. The Peer was at first reluctant to engage in the transaction; 
but having written to consult me on the subject, 1 told him that if he did it al the instiga
tion of the Meer, who was all powerful, he cuuld not be held responsible. 

Are you aware of any certificate having been given by his Highness Meer Ally Morad 
to Peer Ally Gohur on thi1,1 subjtct 7-1 rather think he did givt: a certificate to the effect 
that he was not responsible, but I bne no diatinct recollection of the matter. 
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W'1'e you present when the treaty of Noonar was written ?-Yes, I was present· tile 
roug11 copy was written by me, but was destroyed when the fair copy was written. 

' 

Did Meer Ally Morad send any copy of the treaty to the British H.tborit.ies ?-Ye, he 
sent a copy at that time, but I do not recollect in whose handwriting; I gue a copv �lie 
to Moonshee Tour Mull, who was sent by Major Clibhom to obtain it; Tour M1dl copied it 
from the Koran. The matter in that copy was as it originally stood in the Koran. I after
wards, when I had quarrelled with the Meer, gave information regarding the extractiGG of 
the leaf from the Koran to Captain M11.let, but I did not show the leaf. He told me to 
give the information direl"t to Sir Charles Napier. Upon this, I at once mentioned the cir

cumstance to Captain Brown, but as the districts north of Roree, which had once been 
taken possession of by the British Government, had been restored to ht1 Highness Meer 

Ally Morad, it occurred to me that there was no use in proceeding in the mstter, so made 
an excuse to Captain Browu that the leaf was not then at hand, hot with my family at 
Mooltan. 

At the time of the cestiion of the Turban, 8tc., by Meer Roostum to Meer Ally Morad 
were these districts in the Treaty of Noonar included in the cession according to the te� 
of the original treaty, or according to the subsequent alterations ?-The whole country wu 
included 111 the cession; therefore, in i1 were the districts referred to. In the cession ffere 
the whole of Meer Mobarnck':1 possessions, as well as Meer Roostnm's. 

Do you know wha1 became of the copy of the treaty ofNoooar, that Moonsbee Tour Mati 
gm; from you ?-No, 1 do not. 

Do you reco_gTisie the paper now shown 10 yoa (th.e laaf tztmat«l frua th Korma i, 
hert 1i010n to Sheik Ally Hussein)?-Yes; it is the leaf from the Koran on which the treaty 
of Noonar was written, and is the one I gave to Sir Charles Napier. 

Do you also recognize this paper (the paper fJUJ1'lwl (B.) u here •lunn to a)?-Yea; 
it ia the blank page of the Komo on which Peer Ally Gohur tried his hand. 

If these two leaves originally formed one ttbeet, how do you account for some differeoee 
that appears in the size ?-The difference does not appear to me so great as to cause any 
doubt. The smaller appears to have been reduced in size by robbing or folding. 

Do you recognize this Koran ?-Yes; this is the book in which the treaty of No:mar was 
written, and from which the leaves were extracted. 

Do the first and second pa�es on which the treaty is written appear to you one sheet, or 
separate 1-They appear to be one sheet. 

How then do you reconcile this with your statement regarding the bringing the leaf from 
the commencement of the book ?-I repeated what bad been told to me, at least as far as 
I can recollect; both pages might have been re-written. 

Do you know this paper (the copy of the treaty of Noonar ia here lkown to him, marked 
(C.) ?-Yes; this is the handwriting of Busharut Ally. But it must have been written 
subaequent to the forgery, for it has the pergunnahs of Meerpoor aod Mathela clearly 
written; but I a1tt not aware when it was giveo. 

In the leaf extracted from the Koran there appears an interpolation and erasure; are you 
aware when this was effect.ed; I mean; was it done about the same period the leaves were 
extracted ?-No, it was aome months before the leaves wene extracted. It was done about 
the time the country was ceded, and remai11ed in that ■tat� in the Koran uotiJ-Captain Pope', 
visit, when, as I said before, the leaves were extracted, and the first page re-written. 

Do yon know the handwriting on the back of the copy of the treaty of Noonad-.No, 
I clo not. 

Do you recognize this paper (tl,e certificate giwn by hi, Highness Meer A/lg Morad to 

Peer Alig Gohur, marked (D.), ii here showa) 1-Y es; this is a certificate I wrote by com
mand of the Meer, for Peer Ally Gohur, at the time of the insertion of the fresh matter itt 
the Koran. l slated before, my recollection on this point was not very distinct; now the 
paper is shown me, l recollect the circumstance; it bears his Highness Meer Ally Morad'• 
seal, and the words" Bohol oat" (confirmed) in his own handwriting. 

Do you recognize this �per (the copy'!/' tie '"'11.ty of Noonar, receiwd fro• Tour Mtdl, 
u here alumm to Sheik Ally Hu•n) ?-I rather think it is t.he handwriting of Bushurot Ally; 
it is a copy of the original treaty of Noonar, as first written in the Koran. I think it is 
Bushurnt Ally's handwriting, and mus� have bee11 taken �fore the forgery- was committed. 

Where is Bushurut Ally now 1-He 1s at Soharanpoor, m the town of Umbet.ah. 

This examination of Sheik Ally Hu88ein was taken in my presence by Lielltenant Youag
busband, Lieutenant of Police. 

Sukkur, (signed) R. K. Pringle, Commissioner. 
9 January 1860. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) W. Lang, 

Member of Commission. 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 

Exm.1uT (D.) 

CoRRESPON D K N C E  with British Agency. 

I lf D E X. 

&,. 1.-1.etter fNm Captain Brown, Aslii&&ant Political Agent in charge Upper Scinde, to Major Outl'llm, 
Political Agent, Sci.de and Beeloochistan, No. 65, dated 10th September 1842. Forwards 
copies anatranslations of a Letter receh-ed the previous day f'rom Meer Allee Morad Khan, 
and of his Reply thereto, referring to Li:1 old disputes with Meer Nusseer Khn • p. 196 

No. 2.-From Meer Allee Morad to  CaptRin Brown, dated 7th September 1842. He fears that Meer 
N111111eer Khan is bent 11pon creating disturbances, and it is Iii.a liacere wiaa that this strife 
should be eDded - - • - - - - - - - - - - p. 196 

No. 8,-Prom Captain Brown to Meer Allee Morad, dated 9th September 1842, Copy of bis Letter has 
been sent for Major Outram's orders, also to Meer Roostum Khim, in the hope that he may be 
able to effect the settlement ef ibeee diaputu - p. 196 

No, 4.-From Captain Brown to Major Outram, Political Agent, Scinde and Beeloochistan. Forwards 
Letter from Meer Roostum Khan, intimati111t that Meer Ally Morad bad advanced with a force 
to Kbyrpore, in the neighbourhood of Meer Nusseer Khan's possessions ; also, copy and 
translate of one accordingly addressed by him to Meer Alli Morad - - - - p. 197 

No. 6,-From Captain Brown to Meer AUi Morad, dated 14th September 18'2. Reeommending that 
he should diapene his troops, and come to an amicab1e arrangement with Meer Nusseer 
Khan - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - p. 197 

No, 6.-Prmn Meer •- Khan to Captain Brown, dated 8th September 1849. Meer Allee Morad 
haa ,r-e to K�or wit.la bis troops, and if he will pers11t in opposing him, there will be 
nothing left for him but to fight, otherwise he will lose his reputation - - - p. 197 

Jlo. 7.-From Captain Biowa to Major Outram, Political Agent, No. 70, dated 16th September 184.2 . 
.An action took place on the previous day between ihe followers of Meer Allee Morad Khan 
and those of Meer Roostum Khan and NUHeer Khan, in which the former were victorious. 
Send, a detailed account of thi!I action - p. 198 

l'fo. 8.-From Captain Brown to Major Outram, Political Agent, No. 71, dated 17th September 1842. 
ForwuiJs copies and t1'8nsla.tioo11 of Letten from Meer Nwteer Khan, stating the cireum
stanees which GcHrred pnvioua to and duing the aetion withMeer Allee Morad, and of tae 
reply there&o - p. 198 

Ho. 9.-Fiom-Meer Nmaeer Khan \o Captaia Brown ; no date. Ssaw tbe cirenmstancea whichoecurred 
previoua to and during the action with Meer Allee Morad, to whom Meer Rooetum Khan and 
himself were obliged to make concession11 - - - - • - • - - p .  198 

No. 10_.From Ca11tain Brown to Meer NU8seer Khan, dated 17th September 1842. He has received 
with great regret the tidings contained in his letter, a copy of which baa been sent to Major 
Outram - p. 199 

1'0. n.-From Captain Brown to Major Outnim, Political Agent, No. 74, dated 19th September 1842. 
Porwa:rde cop7 and mmllle.tion ol a Let1er NCeivell three days pireTioUBly from. Meer Allee 
Merad, relatin to hie ming commeaced hoatilitiee with Meer Nusaeer Xban ; alao of one 
from Meer Rooatam Khan on the 111me anbjecL Sheik Alli Hussein, the Minister of Meer 
Alli Morad, has not yet waited upon him (Captain Brown) with the Koran, in which the 
ceHion by Meer Roo11tum and Nusseer Khan to Meer Allee Morad of certain villages is 
written - p. 199 

No. 12.-From Meer Allee Morad to Captain Brown; no date. Stating the causes which led to his 
attacking Meer Nusseer Khan, who with Meer Rooatum Khan were obli�ed to make over to 
him some Tillages ; the �ement to thie effect i11 in a Koran, which will shortly be sent to 
him (Captain Brown), ,nth Sheik Allee Hussein, who would relate all particulars - p. 199 

No. 18.-Fn>m Meer NU11&eer Khan to Captain Brown ; no date. States tlle circumstances which 
occurred during the fight with Allee Morad - - - p. 200 

No. 14.-From Meer Nusseer Khan to Capt&ia Brown ; DO daia. Refars him to the preceding Letter 
from Meer Roostum Khan for particulars - - - - - - - - - p. 200 

No. 16.-From Captain Brown to Major Outrlilll, Political Agent, No. 77, dated 20th September 1842. 
Forwards copy and translation of Letter be had addressed to Meer Allee Morad, in reply to 
his Letter, copy of which wu forwarded with Captain Brown's, No, 74, dated 19th instant. 
Sheik Allee HUl8eia waited upon him only that moming - - - - • - p. :lOl 

No. 16.-From Captain Brown to Meer Allee Morad, dated 20th September 1842. He cannot offer 
him more adTice in the present case, but be will submit anything he has to say to Major 
Outram - p. 201 

No. 17.-From Captain BroWD to Major Outram, Political Agent, No. 84, dated 27th Se1,>tembe'T 1842, 
Forwards copy and translate of a Letter from Meer Allee Morad Khan, detailing hi11 pro
ceeding11 before the fight - p. 201 

No. 18.-From Meer Allee Morad to Captain Brown, receind 27th ST.ember 184� Detail11 his pro-
ceedings before the fight, •ows eternal friendship to t.he Bniieh, and only wants an oppor
tunity to render hiIDBelf terrible io their enemiea - - - - - - • p. 201 

No. 19.-Extract from the Diges\ of Intelligence of Captain Brown, Anistant Political .Agent, Upper 
Scinde, from the 13th to the 19th September 1842. Containing a clear account of the tight 
between Meer Allee Morad's and Meer Roostum and N usseer Khan's followers. The two 
latter Meers have satisfied the claims of Meer Allee Morad, by tranaferring to him nine 
villages - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - p. 202 

No. 20,-Extract from the Digest of Intelligence of Captain Brown, ABBistant Political Agent, Upper 
Sciooe, from the 20th to the 26th September 1842. Describes the then state of affairs 
between the rival Meers. Sheik Alli Hu11sein bad waited upon him with the Koran - p. 203 
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No. 1. 

No. 66 of 184.2. 

From the Asaistant Political Agent in Charge, Upper Scinde, to Major Oatra•, Political 
Agent, Scinde and Beeloochistan, Quetta. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to forward copies and translations of a letter yesterday received from 

Meer Allee Morad Khan, and of my reply thereto, referring to his old disputes with Meer 
Nuaseer Khan. 

I have, &.c. 
Political Agency, 

Scinde and Beeloochistan, Sukkur, 
10 September 1842. 

(signed) E. J. Brow11., 
A88istant Political Agent in Charge. 

No. 2. 

From Meer Ali Morad to Captain Br0ton, Asauitant Political Agent. 

After compliments. 
PR10R , o this, I informed you of the quarrels and the oppres11ion of Meer N uHeer Khan ; 

how he bad killed my sepoys, and bad burned my villages, thereby causing a loss of 
thousands of rupees. All this you are well aware of, the violence that has been used by Meer 
Nusseer Khan without any right. A�ain a lengthened explanation would apeear necessary, 
and my faithful servant, Shaik Ali Hussain, will also communicate the particulars to you ; 
in short, it is my sincere wish that this strife should be ended, and that all violence should 
cease ; and according to your ad vice, conveyed to me by letter, I ceased from a�itating the 
matter, and concluded that 1 he opposite party would also come to a right understanding. 
After this, Futty Mahomed Ghoree paid me a plausible visit at Deja Kate, and began to 
relate several things, complete fabrications, and without foundation, the narration of which 
was l ikely to make thine:s worse, and to i ncrease the flame of discord. After this he 
returned to Khyrpoor without making any settlement or offer of compensation for all the 
injury I have received, and exerted himself to_ prevent matters coming to a peaceful con
clusion, by using his influence to excite animosity, and to devastate my territory. Perhaps 
Futteh Mahomed Ghoree and Meer Nusseer Khan have entered into a compact, and have 
gone to make an arrangement with Meers Ali Murdun and Meer Mnhomed Hussein ,  and 
we shall see when they return what seditious tumults and deceptions have been hatched; 
but it would apfeor from report, when they return to Khyrpoor that some new violence will 
be practised. have been in  expectation that the Sirkar Ungreez would put an end to all 
these conten tions, consequently sleep aloof and allow things to pass away ; but in  the end, 
whatever tumult they (Meer Nussur and party) may create, they will certainly receive their 
reward. 

7 1:,eptember 1842, 

(frue translation.) 
(signed) 

No. a. 

W. Kennedy, 
Assistant Political AgeoL 

From Captain Brovm, Assistant Political Agent, to Meer Alee Morad. 

After compliments. 
I HAVE recelVed your letter, acquainting me of Meer Nnsaeer Khan's intention to fight 

and cause rlisturbance, and I think it  advisable that you should act as I formerly recom
mended, and that my h igh•minded friend should not incline to altercation. A copy of mr 

friend's letter, the " ornament of delight," has been forwarded to Major Outram, political 
agent, that whatever he may think proper he will write in  reply in this case. A copy of 
your letter has also been forwarded to Meer Roostum Khan, in the hope that be may be 
able to effect in some way the settlement of these disputes in whatever way he may con
sider proper and likely to attain the object in  view. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) Suk.kur, 

9 September 1842, 
W. Kennedy, 

Assistant Political Agent. 
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No. 4. 

No. 69 of 1842. 

From the Assistant Political Agent in Charge, Upper Scinde, to Major O.tram, Political 
Agent, Scinde and Beloochistan, Quetta. 

Sir, 
IN continuation of my letter to your address, No. 66, of the 10th instant, I have the 

honour to 11cquaint you that. Mahomed Yar Kh_an, �n of the minister, and three vak�els 
waited upon me ye�terday with a letter from Im Highness Meer Roostum Khan, which 
referred me to this agent for the nature of bis communication. This had reference to Meer 
Ali Morad Khan having advanced with a force to Kharpore, in the neighbourhood of Meer 
Nussur Khan's po�sess1ons. 

2. I enclose copies and translations of a letter I accordingly addressed to Meer Ali 
Morad Khan, which I trust yon will approve. 

I have, &c. 
Political Agency, (signed) E. J. Brown, 

Scinde and Beeloochistan, Sukkur, 
16 September 1842. 

No. 6. 

Assistant Political Agent. 

From Captain Brcnon, Assistant Political Agent in Charge, to Meer Allee Morad, 
dated Sukkur, 14 September 1842. 

After compliments. 
F1vE d aJs have elapsed since I received my friend's kind letter, and in reply, I wrote to 

hire . that a copy of his letter was forwarded by me to the Political Agent, and by way of 
friern.; ly  advice, recommended him to wait in expeetation of an answer. I also informed 
my fritnd that I bad written to Meer Roostum on the subject of his letter, and l learn that 
the Rat cs (M<-'er Roostum) is much pleased at the idea of being able to settle my friend's 
cause o't complnint, and of making smooth the differences at present ex isting between my 
friend and Meer l\" usseer Khan, and in  truth it is a most laudable custom that any strife or 
discorcl that may arise between brothers should be dispelled by the '' Head of the Tribe." 
Notwithstanding I have written and explained everything to my friend i n  a friendly way, 
it has now come to my knowledge that he is not thinking of waiting for the decision of the 
chief of his tribe, or a reply from the Political Ageut; neither does my friend appear in
clined to listen to the advice of his well-wishers, but I hear that, having assembled his 
troop11, he has ordered them to take up a position clo&e to the residence of Meer N u�ser 
Khan, and firing his guns; it is evident there is no occasion fur all this, for the moment 
thnt the Poli tical Agent learns the wishes of my friends matters would be settled, and 
there would then be no necessity for this assembling of troops and creating rlisturbance in 
the country. I therefore again beg to offer advice to my friend that he should disperse his 
troops, and discontinue the firing of cannon close to the dwelling of Meer N usseer Khan; 
.for these acts are improper, especially between brothers and relations. 

(True translation.) 

No. 6. 

(signed) W. Kennedy, 
Assistant Political Agent. 

From Meer Nusseer Khan to Captain Brown, dated 8 Shahban 1258 ; received 
16 September 1842, 

After compliments. 
IT is about one month and a half since, when I was sick, that Meer Allee Morad, having 

c�llected troops, en1ered my territory for the purpose of creating disturbances, which he 
stdl continues to do. I have made no movement against him, but by the advice of Meer 
Roostum Khan I went to Boortee for the purpose of concil iating Meer Mahomed Hussein 
and b ringing him. in. During my absence Meer Ali Morad went to Kharpoor with his 
army, there 10 wage war. I have always had great regard for your Government. However, 
if M eer Ali Morad will persist in opposing me, there will be nothing left for me but to fight. 
-Otherwise I lose my reputation. l write this for your information; in you I place all my 
hopes. My brothers and I have great respect for the English. Bah1tdoor Allee Shah will 
explain all verbally to you; you may place implicit confidence in what he savs. 

29 October 1847. 

73. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) 

B B J  

F. Harding, Captain, 
Persian Interpreter. 
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No. '7. 

No. '10 or 184!. 

From the Assistant Political Agent in Charge to Major Outram, Political Agent, Scinde 
and Beloochistan, Quetta. 

Sir, 
Ix continuation of my letter, No. 69, of yesterday's date, I have now the honour to 

acquaint you, that I have been informed that an action took place yesterday in the neigh
bourhood of Khyrpoor, between the followers of Meer Alli Morad Khan and those of Meer 
Rooetum Khan and Nusseer Khan, in which the former were victorious ; the loss very 
trifling ; 60 killed of the latter party, and about 30 of the former. Meer Mahomed Ali 

Ville digeat ofin- Khan, brother of Meer Nusseer Khau, is said to be  wounded. I enclose a detailed account 
telligence, 16 Sept. of the action of yesterday. 
184i, p. 2oi. 

Political Agency, 
Scinde and Beloochistan, Sukkur, 

16 September 1842. 

I have, &.c. 
(signed) E. J. Browm, 

Asaietant Political Agent in Charge. 

No. 8. 

No. 71 of 1842. 

From the Assistant Political Agent in Charge to Major Outraa, Political Agent, Scinde 
and Beeloocliistan, Quetta. 

Sir, 
I HAVB the honour to forward, in continuation of my _former letters, copies and transla

tions of a letter I t�ay received from �is �ighnese Meer N ueseer Khan of Khyrpoor, 
and of my reply, relative to past acts of hie Highness Meer Ali Morad Khan. 

Political Agency, 
Scinde and Beeloochistan, Sukkur, 

17 September 1842. 

Nu. t. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brot01&, 

Assietaut Political Agent in Charge. 

From Meer Nusseer Khan to Captain Brown, Assistant Political Agent in Charge. 

After compliments. 
I HAVB received your letter ornamented with friendship, causing delight, in reply to mine, 

men1ioning that you had written two letters, one to Ali Morad Khan, recommen ding him 
to desist from fighting, and the other to his Highness Meer Roostuin Khan, hop ing that he 
would settle matters peaceably, and dispel contention. My kind friend , on hearing Meer 
Ali l\lorad's intention to fight, Meer Zumgee 11nd Meer Allee Mordan Khan left Khyrpoor 
for the purpose of settling matters. After they had left I learned that Meer Allt'e Morad 
Khan, witt1 a large force, had turned his face towards Khyrpoor. Being without remedy, 
Meer Roostum Khan and myself, bent entirely upon pacific measures, left Khyrpoor, and 
found that Meer Allee Morad had taken up a position close to 1he city, on the ea�tern side, 
with his army and guns, and without discrimination and with inordinate desire, drew his 
foot out of the circle of respect and commenced hostilities, notwithstanding that I had no 
thought of joining the contest. The troops on both sides took to their arms and swords, 
and began fighting. A few on each side were killed and wounded. My friend, such shame
ful, improper, and disrespectful conduct was never known. Finally, Meer Roostum Khan 
managed to settle matters, and put an end to the strife, and l have thought proper to 
ocquamt you with these particulars. Meer Ali Morad has acted without re,pect of persons ; 
and set:ing that he was beyond all bounds, and had no regard for the usual etiquette, I was 
obliged to satisfy the hungry beggar with a morsel, and so put him off for the time. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) W. Kennedy, Assista11t Political Agent. 
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No. 10. 

From Captain Brotmt, A88istant Political Agent in Charge, to Meer Nu,etr Khan, of 
Kbyrpoor. 

After compliments. 
Y oull kind letter, perfumed with friendship, has eome to hand, mentioning that Meer 

Allee Morad, hning gone outside the circle of respect, had brought bis forces to Khyrpoor 
and fought. A copy of my friend's letter has been sent for the information of Major 
Outram, Political Agent ; 1 10 doubt, upon leami� the conduct of Meer Allee Moorad, who 
would not listen to friendly advice, repeatedly given, but commenced with war and strife, 
he will receive these tidings as I have done, with great regret. Believe me to be always 
desirous of your welfare and happinesa. 

(Trae translation.) 

Suk.kur, 17 September 1842. 
(signed) W. Kennedy, 

Assistant Political Agent. 

No. 1 1 . 

No. 74 of 1842. 

From the Assistant Political Agent in Charge to Major Outram, Political Agent, Scinde 
and Beeloocbistan, Quetta. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour, in continuation of former correspondence on the 11ame subject, to 

forward for your information copy and translation of a letter I received three days ago 
from Meer Allee Morad Kbau, relative to his having commenced hosti lities with M eer 
.Nusseer Khan. 

2. Sheik Allee Hussan has not yet waited up01r me with the Koran. 
3. I also encl98e copy and traoslation of a letter I have received from Meer Roostum 

Khan, to which I have returned a reply similar to that to Meer Nnsseer Khan, which 
I have already forwarded to you. 

Political Agency, 
Sciode and Beeloocbistan, Suk.k11r, 

19 September 1842. 

No. 12. 

I have, Ice. 
(si�ned) E. J. Browm, 

As&istant Political Agent in Charge. 

From Meer .AU.t Morad to Captain &oum, Assistant Political Agent in Charge, Sukkur. 

After compliments. 
1\1 y friend's letter, a series of delight, reached at an auspicious moment, causing joy and 

gladnes.11, intimating a <•esire that quarrelling 1hould cease, and also the collecting of troops 
be postponed until a reply was received from the Political Agent. My friend, the case 
stands thos : from the commenl'ement of the quarrel with (my fruit-eating friend) Meer 
N usseer K ban, and the burning of my villages, although my fiiend g,rve him e-xcelleot 
advice, yet, from his boasting, when there was no occasion, and with the cotton of neglect 
in his ears, my friend's recommendation had no effect upon him ; and al though I ackuow
ledged as it were my weakness, viz., their (Meer N usseer and party) having through violence 
and oppression burnt my villages, und entreated that my pro_perty should be restored, they 
would not give way ;  but what need I say regarding the resntution of my property ? Futteh 
Mahomed Koree came lo me at Ahmedabad (Dijee-kote) and asked me to give up some 
terri tory, and related some despicable atoriea, the hearing of which burnt my heart. 
Having taken his leave, he then returned to Khyrpo�r, and consulted with his party, to the 
detriment of my life and property. He alao went to Meer Mabomed Hussein, to gain him 
over to his side ; and what passed between them my confidential messenger will apprize 
you of, for it is not fit to put in writing. I was informed of the whole from pri'f&te sources, 
and thought that now wus tlie time to dispel all their plots and coaaultations, otherwise I 
was likely to suffer considerable injury at their hands. My friend (Meer Nuueer) bei� 
void of respect, is worthy of punishment, ei ther from the hands of the Sirkar " Ungreez, 
or from my own ; and smce my friend (Captain Brown) put it off to a future time, my 
enemies would iu the interim have accomplished their designs. Being helpless, I there
fore prepared to puuisb my fruit-eating friend, and simply from his l>oasting, without 
foundation for doing so, having forgotten my rank and sovereignty, and his former depend
ence (bavin� eaten my salt), all through the seductions of Futteh Mahomed Koree, not 
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from any bravery or heroism of his own. My friend secreted him in Kheirpoor, which 
from being the residence of Meer Roostum, is to me a place of respect ; and his broiher' 
Mahomed Allee, built three large batteries before my eyes ; and Meer Ghoolam Mahomed 
(son of Meer Roostum), and Alli Buksh (son of Meer Fuzul Mahomed), with their fol. 
lowers and hundreds of sepoJs, took up their position on them. As soon as my troopt 
" accustomed to victory," made an attack, the two first batteries were immediately 
vacated by the opposite party, who fled and creet into 1he third one. My men, having 
no care for themselves, followed up in the face of a heavy fire, and surrounded the -party 
and were on the point of lightening the shoulders of some of them of the wei�ht of thei; 
beads, when a voice was heard from the inside (of the battery) : '' I am a son of Meer Roos. 
tum Khan's ; for God's sake protect me ! "  Since my men had particular orders not to 
fight with any of Meer Roostum's people, the young Meer was accordingly taken care of 
and kepi in safe custody . Meer Roostum Khan then came forward as arbitrator, and gave 
me up som� of his own villages, and also of Meer N usseer Khan's, as compensation for the 
injury I had 1;us1ained, and the expense of collecting troops, amounting to some lacs of 
rupees. 1 was not content with the recompense offered, and was on the point of demanding 
the whole of my rights, when my friend's letter, an object of precious regard, arrived. [ 
therefore accepted the terms first offered by Meer Roostum (in part payment), reserving my 
further claims for a more fitting opportunity, and, God willin�, I will receive them from the 
hands of the Sirkar Uni:reez, to whom I look for support, and upon whom I am dependent, 
and whose friendship I covet as I have always done. May God protect this Sirkar, for it 
ia equitable and just. 

(True translation.) 
( signed) W. Kn&n«ly, 

Asaistant Political AgenL 

P. S.- My faithful friend Sheik Allee Hussein will shortly wait upon y-ou with the Koran 
containing the agreement showing the aeala of Meer Roostuw and Meer N uaseer Khan, and 
will relate �o you all particulars. 

No. 13. 

From Meer Roo,tum Kkan to Captain Brovm, Assistant Political Agent. 

After compliments. 
THE letter which you addressed to me, intimating the intention of Meer Allee Morad 

advancing with his troops, and recommending a stop to be put to the same, was duly 
received . The following morning the Meer aforesaid, before the rising of the sun, appeared 
before the walls of Khyrpoor, with his troo:es in battle array ; and as I by no mean& 
approved of the flame of strife and discord bemg kindled in my family, for this reason I 
forbade Meer N usseer Khan collecting his troops and the munitions of war, since the Meer 
alreudy mentioned (Meer Ali Morad) liad drawn his foot out of the circle of respect, without 
regard' to my rank or chiefsbi p ;  still, accompanied by my sons and Meer Nusseer K han, for 
the sake of peace solely, and settling the dispute, with some servants, and without any 
preparation for a conflict, I went outside of the. city of Khyrpoor. Th� Me�r (Meer Ali 
Morad), forgetful of all degrees of rank and kmdness, commenced firing hts guns and 
musketry, until I went up to him for the purpose of settling the matter in the best manner 
possible, by offering recompense, &c., when there were found to be 1 0  or 12 killed and 
8 or 10  wounded. 

You are my friend and place of hope ; I have therefore made known to you the short
sightedness and perfidy of the Meer, Meer Ali Morad, as it happened. Finally, my friend 
is able to discriminate and judge of the disrespect and dissimulation practised by the Meer 
above mentioned towards me, who am the head of the tribe. 

(True translation.) 

No. 14. 

(signed) W. Kentledy, 
Assistant Political Agent. 

From Meer NfUlleer Khan to Captain Broion ; received 18 Septemher 1842. 

After compliments. 
I HA.VE sent Moolla Mabomed to acquaint you with the conduct of Meer Ali Morad. 

All, however, is now well. The particulars you will learn from the letter of Meer Roostum 
KhJUi. 

(True translation.) 

] . .  November 1841. 
(signed) F. Harding, Captain, 

Persian Interpreter. 
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No. 15, 

No. 77 of 1842. 

Prom the Assistant Political Agent in Charge to Major Outram, Political Agent, Scinde 
and Beeloochistan. 

Sir, 
I HA VE the honour to forward copy and translation of a letter I have t<Hlay addressed to 

Meer Allee Morad Khan, in reply to that from the Ameer, copy of which I forwarded to you 
in No. '74, of 19th instant. This I should have done long ago had the promised visit of 
Sheik Allee Hussein taken place sooner ; he wait1 d upon me this morning, 

Political Agency, Sukkur, 
20 Septewber 1842. 

No. 16. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brown, 
. Assistant Political A gent in Charge. 

From Captain BrOfDff, Assistant Political Agent in Charge, to Jleer Allee Morad, dated 
20 September. 

After compliments. 
I RA.VB received your kind leUer (1he embroidery of friendship) alluding to matters that 

have (lately) happened with Meer Roostum Khon and Meer N usseer Khan ; its receipt 
gratified me much. Your well-wisher wrote to his friend what be considered good advice, 
but it did not appear t_o meet ".'ith app�obation. �e t_herefore cannot o�er any more in the 
present case, but be will submit aoythmg from his friend for the cons1derat1on of Major 
Outram, Political Agent, and it will give him delight to hear of his friend's welfare and 
happiness. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) W. Kennedy, 
Assistant Political Agent. 

No. 17. 

No. 48 of 1842. 

Frnm the Assistant Political Agent in Charge to Major Outram, Political Agent, Scinde 
and Beeloocbistao. 

Sir, 
. I HA VB the honour to forward copy and translation of a letter I have this day received 
from Meer Allee Morad Khan, which, however, is little more th:m a repetition of that 
already aeot to you. In reply to it, I have acquainted the Ameer that it would be forwarded 
to you. 

Political Agency, 
Scinde and Beloochistan, Sukkur, 

27 September 1842. 

No. 18. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. J. Brow11, 

Assistant Political Agent in Charge. 

From Mur Allee Morad to Captain lJrOtDa, Assistant Political Agent ; received 
27 September l 842. 

After compliments. 
I HAVE received your letter in answer to mine, and you appear to be somewhat dis� 

pleased. My friend, the case is this : That of late Meer Nusseer Khan has, on four or five 
tJCC&sions, shown a degr� of hoa1i l ity, and was on the eve of setting fire to my villages and 
wounding my sepoys, the particulars of which I have several times written to you, and 
notwithstanding you gave him some good advice, he bas not given me back my rights ; and 
although I sent a " fuqueer" syud to him to demand my own, I could obtain nothing, but 
he aBSembled a number of his friends to consult about my ruin ; being therefore helplesa, I 
turned out to &upport my own claim, and pitched my tents within my own territory. Meer 
Mabomed Ali Khan, brother of Meer Nusseer Khan, then advanced and came in front of 
my poaition, made l ines of entrenchment, and commenced acting on the offensive, when I' 

73• C c  came 
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came forward to confront him, and the result was that Meer Nusseer Khan, together with 
his brothers, fell into my hands, so that I could have done whatever I pleased with them 
At this time I received your val�able letter, and declare to God that I instantly aet f� 
Meer N usseer Khan, &c. I who am .dependent on, and the sincere friend of the British 
Government, why should I not accept of your advice ; and, my friend, [ koow well thRt the 
way in which I act up to the wishes of the Sirkar U ngreez, and will continue to do 80 

cannot be excelled ; and if a proof were wanting, there is, in  fact, no power in Scinde t� 
compete with the Sirkar Ungreez, and if  any were for a moment so shortsighted as to think. 
ao, I am r�dy to render aid, and you have only to give me intimation, and whatever force 

I consider myself able to compete with, I will, with the help of God, punish them without the 
assistance of the Sirkar U ngreez. Should the,r outnumber me, I will, with the aid of the 
British, confron� them in person, even should 1t be my own brother or intimate friends •  tbia 
being the case, I therefore rely upon your friendship and that of the British Govern:nent, 
and trust that such a (clever) friend will not be rejected. 

(l'rue translation.) 

(i;igned) W. Kennedy, 
Assistant Political Agent. 

No. 1 9. 

EXTB.I.CT from the Digest of Intelligence of Captain E. J. Brown, Assistant Political 
Agent in Upper Scinde, from the 1 3th to the 19th September 1842. 

AN action took place yesterday in the neighhourhood of Khyrpoor between the follower1 
of Mee, Allee Morad Khan and those of Meer Roostum Khan and Nusseer Khan, in  which 
the_ former were victorious ; .the loss very trifl ing ; 60 ki l led of.the !atter party, and 12 of the 
former. Meer Mahomed Alh, brother of Meer Nus1eer Khan, 1s said to have been wounded ; 
hostilities have for the present ceased. 

The following is a clear account of the action of yesterday : 
Yesterday morninP- Meer Alli Morad took UJ> a position with h is whole force at Buksh, 

Alli Khan Tulpoora s village. Meer Roostum Khan, Meer Rustum Khan, Meer Nusseer 
Khan, Meer Zungee Khan, Meer Mahomed Ali Khan, Alli Mahomed Khan, Wullie Ma
homed Khan, Meer Alli Buksh, Meer Alli Akbar, Meer Alli Mordan, Meer Shere Mahomed, 
M eer Morad Hyder, and a host of their allies and retainers, took up their ground on the 
salt manufacturer's hill, near Captain Kennedy's old quarters, near Khyrpore. Meer 
Mahomed Alli Khan, Meer Ali Buksh, 1md Meer W ullie Mahomed immediately advanced 
rapidly to the nulla near the Ishunder wing (bridge), and commenced hostilities ; Gholam 
Mahomed Belooch Charickzye, follower of N usseer Khan, rushed fotward with a body of 
men, and seized one of Ali Morad's guns. Hookunt Khan and Syud Ahmed Shah, however, 
with an overpowering force, rushed forward with determined violence, drove back Mahomed 
Alli Khan's men with great slaughter, till they fled to where Roostum Khan and the other 
Ameers were seated, when  the whole of Meer Roostum"s and Meer Nusseer Khan's, &c. 
force fled back on Khyrpore ; Meer M ahomed A ll i  Khan, wounded in  the leg with a match
lock ball,  was so hard pressed by the enemy, that with some 40 or 60 men they were obliged 
to take refuge in a koowar (a salt-bill) ; there, surrounded by Alli Morad's force, without 
food or watf'r, they were virtually prisoners when my informant came away ; nor can 
Nusseer Khan's force afford any assistance. Meer Roostum, seeing the state of things, sent 
his seal by his son Meer Alli M urdan · to Alli Morad, with '' carte hlanckt " for any terma 
he might choose to dictate. M eer Alli Morad replied, H that he came there to fight, and to 
recover the lands and properties that Meer Hoostum and Meer �oobarnk unj ustly seized 
of his when he was a boy." On the return of Meer Alli Mordan, M eer Roostum and Syud 
Alli Gohur, taking with them the Koran, proceeded to Meer All i  Morad's quarters, to entreat 
him to cease fighting, and to withdraw. When my informant came away, Meer Roostum 
and Alli Gohur  were still at Alli Morad's camp. The loss on Alli Morad'a aide has been 
some 11  or 12 kiJled, and a few wounded. On the side of Meer Nusseer Khan, &c., 
60 kilJed, and a considerable number wounded. Su lleem Shah Syud is among the killed. 
Meer Alli Buksh is badly wounded through the arm. 

Meer Roostum's people have been withdrawn from A rrie since last night, and Noaseer 
Khan of Hydrabad's people occupy it and the neighbouring villages, the inhabitants of which 
hHe iled to the villages near camp • 

. (Added .by Captain Brown in his own handwriting) on the 20th September 1 842. 

Meer ltoostum Khan and Meer N usseer Khan have satisfied the claims o( Meer Ali 
M orad Khan, by transferring to him nine v i llages, and hostilities have for the present been 
suspended ;  but from Mt'er Roostum's continuing to collect troops and repai r hu guns, n is 
generally belieYt:d that he is temporizing, and intends when in  sufficient strength to meet 
Meer Alli Morad in the firld again. 
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No. 20. 

Ena.ac-r from the Digewt of Intelligence of Captain E. J. Brtnn, Alsiatant Political 
Agent in Upper Sciude, from 20th to 16th September 1842. 

IN Upper Scinde matters remain· in the same state as reported last week. Meer Roostum 
1'.hao and N uueer Khan continue to collect troops ancl repair their guns, with the avowed in
tentions of attacking Meer Alli Morad Khan. Meer Roostum has again summoned his eldest 
apo, Meer MahomeJ Hoossein, to Khyrpoor, threaten in!; to make Meer N usseer Khan head 
qf the 'falpoor family should be any Longer refuse to obt>y the summons. He is said to have 
threatened to resume all the jaghet:rs of the younger branches of his family who will not live 
at .Kbyrpoor. The iuflueuce of the minister is al presem on the wane, Meer Nusseer Khau 
°Qeing all-powerful. 

Sheik Alli Hoossein, vakeel of Meer Ali Morad Khan, waited upon me to show me the 
agreement written in the Koran of his master, consequent 011 the late fight at Khyrpoor, by 
Meer Roostum Khan. I declined, however, having any more to say in the matter, as the 
Ameer bad not thought fit to follow the advice I bad formerly given to him on the subject. 
It appears that the Ameer ha<l sent hi11 mother and aunt to M eer Roostum Khan to endea
vour to persuade him to act up to the agreement lately written in Ali Morad's Koran. In 
this, however, they failed, and, on the contral'y, the chief calls upon Meer Alli Morad to restore 
Bubbaloo and the other villages, the right to which, after being so long disputed, had been 
given in his (Alli Morad's} favour • 
. Meer Roos1um has given orders for the seizure of the ja�hires of Bralaroo, Turree, Cbam
ree and Sher Mahomed KeJ:!aum, belonging to Meer M ahomed Khan, eldest son of his 
brothel', the late Ml'er Ghoolam Hyder, for having rendered assistance to Meer Alli Morad 
Khan in the late fighL 

(True copies and extracts.) 
(signed) JV. Lag, 

Member of Commission. 

EXHIBIT (E.) 

I N D  E X. 
No, 1.-Letter addressed to Hia Highnes! Meer Ali Morad, dated 8th April lt350, informing him that it 

had been represented to the Government that certain alteration■ and interpolations were 
attempted, by His Highneae's directions, to be made in the Treaty entered into between him 
ad the late e:r.-Ameen ROOt!ltum and Nusseer Khan, in December 1843 ; and that, in conse
quence, a Commission had been appointed, with the Commi1111ioner as President, to investi�ate 
tbe matter ; he, the Commissioner, being then on his way to Suk.kur, requests that His High
ness will favour the Commi88ioner with any explanation he may wish to offer on the subject, 
aa a preliminary to further proceedings - - - - • • • - - p. 204 

No. !.-Letter from His Highness Meer Ali Morad to the Commiaaioner in Soinde, dated 29th J amade
ul-A wal. Expreaied his surpriee and indignation at the charge preferred against him, which 
ke doiea in toto. Inquirea whether the arrangementa made by Sir Charles Napier in the 
.«ittlement of his affairs were to be continued or not, when he would enter into a further reply 
upon these matters - p. 204. 

No. 3.-Letter from the Commisaioner in Scinde to Hie Highness Ali Morad, dated 15th April 1800. 
Acq_uaints him with hie arrinl at Sukkur, and of the whole of the members of the Commi111ion 
llaTing met. N o  other matter but that mentioned in the Commissioner's first letter will be 
inquired into. Bega he will appoint u early a day u may be convenient for the commence
ment of the proceedings, and inquires whether His Highnes11 will attend in person or by 
Vakeel ; also begs he will send the Koran in which the Treaty is written - - - p. 205 

No. ,.-Letter from His Highness Ali Moorad to the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 4th Jomaidel-ool 
1266. He will visit Sukkur in person, but requires a previous notice of four or fiye days to 
attend the Commission at the appointed time. The Koran co11taining the Treaty would be 
sent on that day - - p. 206 

No. 15.-Letter from the Commissioner to Hie Highness Ali Mo'l'Bd, dated 17th April 1800. As the Com
mission hu received orders to expedite their proceedings u much u p011aible, they therefore 
propoae that unlell8 Hia Highness hu any material object.ion to offer, to enter upon bU11iness on 
Friday, the 19th instant, at 11 a. m. - p. 206 

No. 6.-Letter from His Highne!l8 Ali Morad Khan to the Commiesioner, dated 5th Jomadil awul 1266. 
Friday being a day on which M.usaulmen perform certain religious duties, begs that the sitting 
of'the Commi81lion be deferred until next day - - - - • - • - p. 2C1T 

No. 7.-Letter from the Commis1ioner to His Highness AJi Morad, dated 19th Apn1 1850. Agreeably to 
his request, the CommiHion will sit on Saturday, the 20th lm,tant. He cannot get the proper 
aalute, aa artillery is not at hand, which it is hoped he will excuee - - - - p. 207 

No. 8.-Letter from the Commi!lllioner to Bis Highness Ali Moorad, dated !26th April ISIIO. Intimates 
that the Commiaion are ready to :receive the evidence of any witn.8111811 His Highness may wieh 
to call in ha defence, at the next meeting of the Commisaion - p. 207 

lio. 9.-Letier from His Higbnell8 Ali Morad to the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 14th Jamdll 2d, 
1266 11. He has several witnesses of respectability present, whom he would bring on the 
appointed day for the Commission to re-assemble - - • • p. 207 

73. C C 2 No. l. 
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No. I .  

A LETTER to the following effect to be addressed in courteous language to Hit Higbne. 
Meer �li Morad. 

(After the usual compliments.) 
I Now proceed to enter upon a subject of much importance to your Highness'• charadet 

and interests. 
It has been represented to the Brit ish Government, that certain alteration• and interpola• 

tions were attempted under your Highness's directions to be made in a treaty entered into 
between your Highness and the late ex-Ameers Roostum and Nusseer Khan, in December 
1843, and written in a copy of the Koran now in  your Highness's possession, and that subte
quenlly, in consequence of these not having been executed in so satisfactory a manner as 
was desired, the leaf on which they were attempted was extracted, and a fresh leaf inserted, 
on which the matter of the former leaf was re-written, with the required alterations and addi .. 
tions ; the effect of which has been to substitute valuable districts for a village in territory 
claimed by your Highness from the British Government on the authority of that treaty. 

Evidence to the above effect having been adduced, and the alleged extracted leaf of the 
Koran produced in support of it, i t  has been thought due to his Highness and to the British 
Government, that a matter so seriously affecting your Highness's honour and the interests 
of hoth parties, should receive such a full an<l formal invelltigation as may leave no ground 
for the allegation that any ulterior measures which it may <'all for have been adopted with 
less deliberation and impartiality than the interests of truth and justice and the importance 
of the subject demand. 

Influenced by these considerations, the Right honourable the Governor of Bombay in 
Council has appointed a Commission to inquire into t}lis subjec1, composed of myself, u 
president, Major Jacob, Political Superintendent on the frontier of Upper Scinde, and Major 
Lang, Political Agent in Katteewar, as members ; and I am now on my way, accompanied by 
Major Lang, to Sukkur, where, on being joined by Major Jacob, we shall enter upon our 
proceed ings. 

In the meantime, I make this communication to your Highness, in order that you may be 
aware of our approach and the object of our visit ; and as a preliminary to further proceed
ings, I would request that your HighDeSs will favour me, for the information of lhe Commis
sion, with any explanation you may wish to offer upon it. 

I also . take this opportunity of intimating to your Highness that the Commission ,rill 
proceE'd to take the evidence on the suhject afresh, aud tba.t it will be open to your Higbneas 
to attend either in per!lon or by vakeel, and to cross-question the witnesses, aod bring any_ 
evidence you may wish in refutation of the allegations ; and I trust it is unneces�ary for me· 
to add, 1hat the procl'edings \\ ill be conducted with every consider-dtion for your Highness'• 
high rank and position, and as little personal inconvenience lo your Highness as may be 
consistent wi th the attainment of the endll of justice and the satisfactory ascertainment of 
the truth, in a matter of such grave importance. 

I n  CC\nclusion, I would request that, to prevent  anr unnecessary delay, your Highness will 
favour nie, as soon as possible after my arrival at Sukkur, with a communication o�_your 
sen1iments on the subject, and the mode in which it would  be most agreeable to your High• 
ness's feelings that the inquiry should proceed, and aho that your Highness will again 
entrus1 to me the copy of the Koran on which the treaty is written, and which, as your 
Highness is aware, was sent to me on a former occasion, and again returned to your 
Highness. 

8 April 1 850. (signed) R. K. Priaglt. 

No. 2. 

I.ETT ER  to the Commissioner in Sciride from Hi, Highness Meer Ali Morad, 
dated 29th J urnadee-al-AwuL 

I HATE  received your letter, stating that it has come to the notice of the British Govern• 
ment that, ac,·ordin� to my directions, certain alterations and interpolations were executed 
on the leaf of the Koran containing the treaty between myself and the late Meers Roostum 
and N us!<eer Khan as that treaty and its contents were not according to what I wiithed ; and 
th11t I hc1d inserted a fresh leaf in the place of the original one ; and that, according to the 
contents of the said treatv, I laid claim to several distric111 and villages, in con!-equence of 
which t he R ie;h1 honourable the Governor of Bombay had appointed a Commissio,1 to i11-
vestigate anrl inquire into the truth of the same, f. ,r which duty you were about to reach_ 
Sukkur, and had wri t ten to me in the first place to acquaint me with these proceedings, 
with a request that I might make any communication 011 the subject which I m ight be desi
rom; of doin!?, and anpear before you either in person or by vukeel, as I might preft'r ; 
everv consideration being afforded to my rank and dign ity, &c. &c. 1 have been both sur
prised and n,tonished by this communica1ion. It is not unknown to you that the parties 
who prefer the8e charges against me are m:v debtors in large sums, and that they have laid 
this false iufcnnation through the fear thut I would come down upon them 1hrough Govern-

ment 
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ment for a speedy settlement, and their sole aim is, that in some way the displEasore of 
Government may fall upon me ; but I demand justice in this case, for I hHve served Govern
went faithfully and well since the conquest of Scinde until the pre�ent day. Notwithstanding 
all this, the statements of interested pnrties have been received against me, and admitted as 
true; which is not j ust, for l have thereby been disgraced in the eyes of the world. Once 
on a time, for the sake of the Government, I attached myself to its interests, and threw off 
connexion with my brethren and friends, and the Government, of its great bounty, elevated 
m� to the rais-ship. Now the case is altered, and a Commission is a�sembling to investi
gate the slanders of interested and hostile parties agnin!-t me ; and I am reqmred to meet 
and confute these. Such is the result of my faithful services, and it is such as I never :mtici
pated. At the sa'me time, when Meers Roostum and Nusseer Khan during the fight, wrote 
the treaty on the Koran, there was no opportunity for concealment, or that the circumstance 
should not reach the public ear, for there were numbers' of people from both sides present 
when the document was made out ; and how could a matter, apparent as the sun, be altered 
or confused ? Indeed, none who had a particle of wisdom would attempt such a proceeding, 
and it is therefore palpable that the representations of my oppone111s are in every respect 
devoid of truth and confidence. The treaty is as it stood on the dRy of the fight, &nd no 
alteration has been made i11 it. You state that the occurrence of such an alteration afftcts my 
character and the interests of Government ; but I know that no such deeds were ever thought 
of or pt>rpetratec.l by mt', and that you should write in such a strain has overwhelmed me 
with distre ,s; and it ia unbecoming in one friend to write to another in such a tone, but it 
is said whRtever comes from a friend is good. I remark that you state that the Commis
sion will inquire into a l l  the matters respectin!,! these charges afresh. My friend, all 
my affairs were arranged under the auspices of Sir Charles Napier, Gonrnor of Scinde, 
and in accordance with these I am now ac1 ing. Now that you are going to inquire into 
everything afresh, I am in doubts whether these arrangements are to be continued or not, 
and bt>g that I may be favoured with a clear explanation on this point, af1er the receipt of 
which I will enter into a further reply upon these matters. God is witness that such is my 
obedience to the will of Government, that if they desire any place from amidst my terri
tories, I will make it over on the slightest token of their wish being intimated to me, for my 
whole kingdom and wealth are at their disposal, because that I am their true and sincere 
friend. You state in your letter that every consideration will be given to my rank and 
J)Ol11tion during the inquiry ; but if I or my vukeel are to appear to answer the fa)sP. accu• 
sations of my enemies, in what has my position been unaffected or my dignity maintained ? 
The world is already treatin� me with contempt and ridicule on Recount of my frequent 
solicitations for the execution of the treaty never having been attended to; now what will it 
uot-aay ? In. abort, I am in sa<l affliction ; and if the will of Go,·ernment is unavoidably in 
favour of investigating the statt'menb of my accusers, I am ugreeable thereto, because the 
inquiry will elicit the _s�te_of aftaira, the truth appea�ng the truth, and the_ false, false; but 
I regret t hat my a11 1 1c1patrons as to the beuefits which I had hoped to denve from my con
nexion w itl1 Government should not have been realised. But whatever is the wish · of 
Government is good, and the copy of the Koran which you requested, as containing the 
treaty, will be hauded over when you arrive at Sukkur. 

(True abstract.) 

(signed) G. J,werarity, 
Assistant Commissioner. 

No. a. 

A LETTER to the following effect to be addressed in Persian to His HighneH 
Meer Ali Morad. 

After compliments. 
I B EG to inform vour Highness that I arrived at 8ukkur, accompanied by Major Lang, on 

the 1 3th instant, where we found Major Jacob awaiting us, and according to the iutimatiun 
conveyed in my formtr communication, we are now prepartd to enter on the proceedings of 
our Commission. 

On the 1 4th instant, I was favoured w ith your Highness's Jetter i n  reply to mine of the 
9th instant, with the perusal of which I was much gratified. 

You r  Highness expresses an apprehension, founded on my intimation that the Commis
sion would take afresh the evidence on the subject entrusted to its investigation, that there 
may be an intention to interfere with arrangements made by Sir Charles Napier, I ·  there
for� lose no time in again assuring your Highness explicitly, that my intimation had rPfer
ence exclusively to the subject entrusted to the investigation of the CommiHion, the natnre 
o( which has already been explained; and that the Commission has neither the iatention 
nor the authority to inquire ioto or interfere with any other matter. • 

I �rust that your Highness, being n�w informed of the Commission Jii'aving met, will 
appom t as early a dny as may be convenient for the commencement of the proceedings, and 
will inform me whether it is Y.our Highness's wish to attend in person, or by a duly accre
dited agent ; also that you will now do me the favour to send me the K:.irun, which your 
H i,zbne8s stated you would do, on being informed of my arrival at Snkkur. 

'] J.. C C  3 la 
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In th• eYent of its being most agreeable to your Highneu'a wishes to depute an accre
dited vukeel in the first instance, the Commission will be happy to receive him ; and should 
your Highness at any subsequent stage in the proceedings prefer being preaeut in person, 
your wiahea to that effect will be duly attended to. 

la. April 1860. (signed) R. K. Priagle. 

No. 4. 

A LETT E R  from his Highness Meer Ally Morad Khan, to the Commissioner of Scinde, 
dated 4th Jomaidel-oul 1266. 

After usual compliments. 
I RKCB I V B D  your letter in reply to mine, which was highly �ratifying to me. You allude 

to my apprehensiort on tbe matter of the proceedings being taken arresh, and the Commis
aioo's bdng appointed to make a certain investigation only, but without having any intention 
or authority to interfere in any way, or make any alteration in  other matters, and informing 
me of the speedy commencement of the proceeding, desiriug me either to be present in the 
Committee, or  to depute any accredited agent to act for me, and req ue!Jt me to send a copy 
of the Aiko ran. 

In reply I beg to say, that as I have always acted sincerely ancl faithfully towards the 
British Government, I fear nothing, as apprehension is only entertained by a party who 
acts against another party. By the Grace of the Almighty, the British Government are 
true to their words, and well known for keeping their promises ; and I likewise bear in mind 
my former important services and fideli ty towards Government ; the only cause of my 
being annoyed is the accusation made against me. However, I have communicated this 
to you, considering that friends must apprise each other of their cases. God i1 witness, 
that I am so firm and steady in my obedience and friendship to the Government, that if a 
thousand occurrences and accidents take place, I will never deviate from my allegiance. 

In  conclusion, I beg to state, that I intend to visit Sukkur in person, as desired by the 
Commission ; but four or five days previous to the c:ommencement of the proceedin�, I hope 
you will duly inform me, to enable me to visit Sukkur on the appointed day. Sukkur is 
near to the place I am residing in .  Hnd it been at a hundred koss, I would have come 
with all my heart. The copy of the Koran containing the treaty of Nownahar will be sent 
to you to-day. Have peace of mind. 

No. o. 

A LETTBR to the following effect to be addressed in Persian to His Higbnesa Meer Ali 
Morad. 

After compliments. 
I HAVE duly received your Highness's letter of yesterday's date, in which you intimate 

your intention of being present in person at the proceedings of the Commission. 
In reply, I have to inform your HighneRS, that it will afford myself and the other members 

of the Commission much satisfHction to be honoured with your presence on all occasioos 
du�ng our p�o�eedings o� which it may b_e your desire to atten� ; and I take this oppor
tumty of appnsmg your Highness, that as 1t may occupy some tune to take all t he evidence, 
and our instructions are to expedite our proceedings as rr.uch as possible, we are anxious to 
avoid any unnecessary delay in commencing them, and therefore propose, unless your 
Highness has any material objection to off er, to enter upon business on Friday next, the 19th 
instant, at 11 a. m., when, should it  not be convenient for your Highness to be present, I 
trust you will appoint an accredited agent to act for you, until such time aa you can attend 
in person. 

I would further request that your Highness would faYOur me with pre•iooa intimation 
when il is your intention to be present in person, io order ·that 1uitable arrangements may 
be made for your reception. 

• • 
17 Apnl 1860. (signed) R. K. Pri•gk. 
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No. 6. 

A Lanza from Ally Morad Khan to the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 6 Jomaidil-owal 
1266. 

After compliments. 
STATES that I ha•e had much gratification in receiving you letter, in which yon intimate 

to me the intention of the Committee to assemble on the 19th instant, Friday, and also 
desiring me to attend in person, or depute an accredited agent to act for me. 

In reply I beg to say, that I myself intend to appear before the Commission i but owing 
to the day's being Friday, on which M ussulmen perform certain religious duties, I would 
� to ask you the favour of deferring it to Saturday. In conclusion, I beg to say that on 
Friday evening I intend to arrive at S11kkur ; tru11ung you will onler the usual salute of 
guns, &.c., I have applied directly to you to make the necessary preparation for my reception, 
because the Resident is at Shikarpore. 

No. 7. 

A L■TTER from the Commissioner Sahib to Metr .Alljj Morad Khan, dated 19 April 1860. 

After usual compliments. 
I HA V E  t.he pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 6th Jamed-owul 

1 266, in which you request that the a�sembling or the Commission proposed to take place 
on Friday may be deferred to Saturday, the day following, in consequence of its being 
inconvenient to attend on that day, bemg a holiday, and M:ussulmen having to perform 
religious duties, and stating your intention to attend the Commission in person. 

I n  reply I beg to intimate that, agreeably to your request, Saturday is appointed for com
mencing the proceeding. As artillery is not at hand, I hope you will excuse the salute ; 
but all other prep,uations for your reception shall be made as usual on such occasions. 

No. e. 

A LBTTBB to be addressed. to the Meer to the following effect. 

As it may not have been clearly understood by your Highness that the Comminion are 
ready to receive the evidence of any wi tnesses ;ou may wish to call relative to the circum
stances of the cession in the treaty of Nonar, take this opportunity of intimating this to 
your Highneas, in  order that they may be in attendance at the next meeting of the Com
mission. 

26 April 1850. (signed) R. K. Pringle, Couunilsioner. 

No. 9. 

A LETTBR from His Highnesa .111etr .Ali Mo,ad Klran to Commissioner Sahib, dated 
H Jamdil id, 1266 s. 

After compliments 
I H ATB received your letter, desiring me to bring any witnesses I may have on the subject 

of the treaty of N onar on the next meeting of the Commission. In reply, I beg to aay that 
I have now present here several witnesses of respectability in this matter, and will bring 
them on the appointed day for the CommiBSion to assemble. 

(True translations.) 

(signed) William Lang, Member of Commission. 

73. c c 4  
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EXHIBIT (F.} 

I N D  E X. 
No. 1.-Copy of the Treaty of Nownahar, u it now appean in · the Koran of His Higbneaa Meer Ali 

Morad, with the different parta of the Writing, Seals, &c., exactly as shown in the Book, and 
translation • • • ,. • • • • p. i08 

No. 2.-Leaf said to have been extracted from the Koran, and translation - • - .. • p. 9U) 
No. 3.-Papera on which Peer Ali Gobur 1tates that he wrote a few words, before writing the fresh page 

in the Koran, and translation - - • - - - - - • • • p. 2{JD 
No, 4.-Copy of Treaty, from the Government Records, endoraed u having been recei,ed on the 

. ftb April l!WS, and translation - - - • • - - - - • • p. 210 
No, 5.-0riginal Certificate gi+en by His Highnesa All Morad to Peer Ali Gohur, and trant-

lation - • - - - • - • • • • • - • • • p. 210 
No. 6.-Copy of the Treaty of Nownahar, received from Moon,hee Towur Mull, and tl'8Dlla&ion p. 210 
No. 7.-Letter from His Highneu Meer Ali Moorad to Captain Brown, received 18th September 

1842 - • - - - • • • • - • - - - - - p. 2ll 
No. 8.-Letter from His Highneea Meer Ali .Moorad to Captain Brown, received 27th Sept.ember 

1842 - - - - - - - • • - - - • - - - p. 211 
No. 9.-Letter from Meer Roostum Khan to Meer Jrlahomed Huain, aaid to hne been written af'ter 

the Battle of Nownahar • p. 211 
No. 10.-Letter from Meer Nusaeer Khan to Meer Mahomed HUISllin - - - - - p. 211 
No. 11,-Letter from His Highness Meer Ali Moorad to the addresa of Meer Mahomed Hauan, Slid 

to have been recei,ed after the Battle of Nownabar, but denied by the former • • p. !Ul 
No. 12.-Note from His HighneBS Meer Ali Moorad, in his own handwriting, to Meer Mabomed Haaaan, 

written about the. time of the Battle ofNownahar • - - - - • - p. 211 
No. 13.-Letter produced by His Highness Meer Ali Moorad u having been written to Meer Ali 

Mabomed and Meer Mabomed Ali by Meer M.abomed HU88un, bu& denied by the 
latter - • p. 211 

No. I. 

CoPY of the TREATY of NowNAIIAR, as it now appears in the Koran of His Highness Meer 
Ali Morad, with the different parts of the Writing, Seals, ltc., exactly as shown in the 
Book, and the BRme number of Words in each Line, and of Lines ia each Page. 

[Y-ule Engravings am1ued.] 

OBSERVATIONS. 
Te1s  has been made to give some idea of the Koran without the boards, and of the 

manner in whi('h the treaty of Nownahar is written in ir. The leaves before the title-page, 
and those at the end of the book, which are still blank, have been arranged, as nearly as 
possible, as they appear therein, but with only a single sheet bttween them to represent 
the Koren. 

The stitching here shown at tbe lop and bottom is not in the book, and the boards have 
not been taken off to •�certain how the centre part is bound, as that is immaterial. The 
thread in the centre of the two �beets at the end of the book appears, however, HS shown in 
this, and the two sheets on which the treaty is written are 11ttached in the same way ; so 
that the t'Xtracted leaf must havP. formed part of a third sheet bound in by the same thread, 
the treaty having been commenced formerly on the left-hand page of this, and the right-hand 
leaf coming out when the other was extracted. The rubbing off shown in this of the inner 
comers at the bottom of the two last leaves of the treaty, as it now stand11 in the Koran, 
also corresponds exactly with that of t he same part of the extracted leaf. 

(signed) W. fang, Member of Commisaion. 

TRANSLATION of the Treaty made between .Meer Roo,trma Kkan Talpoor and .Mm 
Ally Morad K/um. Tal[KJO", 

In the name of the Most Merciful and Compnssionate God. 

May the God of the Universe be praised. 
M na Saheb Met>r Roostum Khan Talpoor made pence, and bound himself by promise 

with Mt'er Ali Morad Khan Talpoor to this effect : that as a di�pute arose between MN1r 
Ali Moored Khan and Meer N usseer Khan, un the 11ubject of the boundary of Soondurbealy, 
in which Meer N usseer Khan was provt-d to have encroached, Meer Ali Moorad Khan, 
having expended lacs of ruptes, came to fight with Meer Nusseer Khan. In the meant.ime, 
in order to put an end to distorbances, and considering the expense in cash and j�heers 
which Meer Ali Moored Khan has incurred on account of his army, I give over the villa�es of 
Khanwahun, Abayaoee, Bacha, Daree, Gburukna, the village Rayna and Paleeja, with my 
free will, and that of Meer NuBBeer Khan, to Ali Moorad Khan, that he may enjoy them from 
the commencement of the season Khureef1263 ; and I (Meer Roostum) will depute a wukePl 
to get this treaty B11nctioned by the British authorities. I will never cause any mo}e,1tation 
against the said villages ; neither my sons nor Meer N usseer Khan, nor his r1.Jations, will raise 
any claims to this country. If they attempt to do so t hey are false ; and as regards the vil
lages of Pupurlooee, Oobree, and Shah Bella, Mabomed Obag, and Mahlanee, wh ich are the 
Tiiht of Meer Ali Moorad Khan, although tbey were iu the posse�sion of Meer Mooharick 

Kban, 
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Khan, Meer -�Ii Moorad. Khan bu got them back through the British Government ; 
neither Mt-er N usseer Khan nor h is children are to Bt'l forth their claims to the aaid 
villages, or apply to the British Government for them. I f  they alt.empt to do 10 they are 
false ;  and I, together with my sons, shall take part with M eer Ali Moorad Khan, as he is 
in the right ; and the boundary of Soondurbellu as m ay be settlt'd hy the Ameen, I will give 
into the possession of Meer Ali Moorud Khan. There is 110 difference in this treaty, nor 
will any be made. God is wimesa. 

Roostum 
Fuqueer 
Talpoor. 

Meer Ali 
Ukbar Khan 

Talpoor. 

Meer 
Nuneer Khan 

Ta1poor. 

Dated 9th Shaban 1268. 
(True translation.) 

(signed) W. Lang, Member of Commistion. 

No. 2. 
L1.u �id to have been extracted from the Koran, and coJTe&Jl()Dding in size, &.c., with 

the other Jeeves now containing the Treaty. 

(A.) 

(Yule Copy of original Document [No. I.J, in native characters, at the end.) 

TRANSLATION. 

In the name of the Most Merciful and CompaR8ionate God. 
May the God of the Universe be praised. 

M1utB Saheb Meer Roostum Khan Talpof)r made peace, and bound h imselfby promise 
with Mt>er Ali Moorad Khan Talpoor to this effect : that as a dispute arose between Meer 
Ali Moornd Khan and Meer Nus�eer Khan, on the subject of the bound11ry of Soondur 
Bealy, in which Meer Nusseet· Khlln was proved to have t>ncroached, Meer Ali Moorad 
Khan having expended leeks of rupee11, came to fight with Meer Nusst>er K han. In the 
meantime, in order to put an end to d isturb::.nces, &c., considering the expense in cash 
and jnghee� which Meer Ali Moorad Khan has incurred on account of his army, I gave 
over the villages of Khanwahun, Abayanee, Bucha, Daree, Ghurucknah, the village 
Raynah and Palet>ja, w ith my frfe will, and the v i l lage Dadloo and pergunnah • M atbela 
with my own free will, and that of Meer N mseer Khan. 

(Translated as on the extracted leaf [No. I], at the end.) 
(signed) W. Lang, .Member of Commission. 

No. 3. 
p A p E a  on which Peer Ali Oohur states that he wrote a few words before writing the 

· fresh page i n  the Koran. 

(B.) 
( Yide Ccpy of original Document [No. I I.], in native charncters, at the end.) 

TRANSLATlOlf. 

And the village Dadlow and pergunnah Mathela 
and the village Dadlow 

and the village 

$ 
� 
" 

In the name of the Most Merciful, and of 

Meerpoor. 

(Translated a• on copy of original Document [No. II.], at the end.) 
Mebrkee. 

(signed) W. Lang, Member of Commission. 

• The word u deb" appears here to have been altered to " pergunnah," and in attempting to make 
'' bu-mirzee" inti> " .Mehurkee," the papen 1eem to have been spoiled. · · · · · 

(signed) W. Lang, Member of Commiuion. 
73. D n 
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No. 4. 
Coi>T of Treaty from the Government Record!!, endorsed as haTing been receiYetl 

4 April 1843. 

(C.) 
(Vide Copy of  original Document [No. I I I .], in uative characters, at tht- end.) 

0BBERV.lTJONS,  

l�I this copy, the cession by .Meer Roostum, on his own account, mentions the villages of 
" K�wuhn and Ubyanee, and Bucha and Dµree, and •Qburukne, and the village of Abraba 
and Paleeja of bis own free will," whereas i n  the copy, as it stands in the Koran, " the 
village Raena " is written instead of " the v i llage A uraba." This would seem to be a mere 
mistake of the copyist ; but, i n  the extracted lenf, there is a strong appearance of '' Abraba" 
having also been first written, but without the word " deb " before i t ; and afterwards 
chan(J'ed into " deb Rue11 .i," or the " vil lage Raena, " ns  it now stands in  the Koran. This 
appa�ent alteration of the name of the village, a lthough why it was made does not appear, 
probably led to the mistake of the copyist , i n  inserting the wrong vi l lage in th is  copy of 
the trPaty now on the Government recordi;. 

After the words '' pergunna M athela, Meerpoor, :\-h•hurkee," the word " khood •• 111:andi 
alone in  this copy ; whereaa, in that in the Koran, " bu-mirzee khood '' are imerted, " bu
m irzee " in  the extracted leaf, or perhaps " mirzee " alone into " M ehurkee,'' when it may 
have been i ntended to trust ent i rely to r nterpolalion for the alterations required. A mistake 
has also been made in this copy,. in omitting  the word " gohee," meaning " ever," Dt>ar the 
end ; but it does not affect the sense. 

(signed) W. Lang, 
Member of Commission. 

N o. 6. 
01t1a1u.L Certificate given by His H ighness M�er Ali Morad Khan to Pur A.Ii. Golaur. 

( D.) 

( Vide Copy of original Document [No. IV.], in native characters, at the end,) 

TR A N S L ATIO N ,  

" Confirmed." 
TuE reason of writing this is as follows : Meer Roostum Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan 

gave me the pergunnah of Mathela on account of the lacs of rupees I had expended in 
the battle of Khyrpoor. 

The J>_ergunnahs Meerpoor, Mathela, M ikr, and other towns were given to me and written 
i n  the Koran by their own frt'e ,, ill. 

By the carelessne�s of the servant who kept the Koran, some ink was spilt on some of 
the words i n  a l i ne of the cession written in the Koran, which spoilt it a little. I said to 
Peer Ali Gohur, " The page is  spoilt ; I will take  it  out . You write a copy of it in  another 
page ; because the original was written by you, so also write this." The Peer Sahib refused 
to writ e  it. I t hen �aid I would take all blame on myself ;  that none should rest on  him. 
If anything was said regard ing it, I would be answerable. I give this document to the Peer 
to show that the responsibi l ity of the net rei;b with me, and not with him. I therefore write 
that, in pt>rforming this, the Peer is not to blame, he having written it by my order, The 
above writing I give to remain with the Peer as a sunnud. Dated 2d of the month Rujeeb, 
1269 Hijree. 

(True trauslation.) 
(signed) J. W. Young_husband. 

Lieutenant of Police. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) W. Lang, Member of Commission. 

No. 6. 
CoPY of the Treaty of Nownahar, recei ved from Moon�hee Towur Mull, a copy of which is 

said to have been given to M ajor Clehhorn for Captain Br0ton. 

(0.) 

( V-ult Copy of original Document [No. V.J, in native ohar-actel'Sp at the oocl.) 

O B S E R VAT I O N S. 

Ts ERE  are one or two clerical errors between this copy and the one in the Koran • .  In 
this, near the beginning, Mt'er Nusseer is wri tten instead of Meer N11S1eer 1'.hau, and the 
village Dadloo i s  called Dadlooee in this copy, which is diffneu1, boi h  from 1 he treaty as 
now existing, and from the ex tracted leaf, in both of which i t  is called Dadloo. 

This 
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This copy also contains " the village Mathe la," instead of the " pergunnab Mathela, 
Meerpoor, Mehurkee," bu t there is an apparent erHure where the words " the village 
Mathela " occur, and it has much the appearance of having been written original ly " per
gunnah Mathela,'' and afterwards altered into •• dch l\h a hela," or the village of Matbela. 

Further on in the treaty, and beyond the part which is written on the extracted leaf, the 
village " Pupurlooee " is writt en, hu- ing been corrcc aed in the ori�inal from Pupurkooee, 
when·as i n  'fowur Mull's copy it is written Buburlooee. 

[n Towur M ull's copy of the t reaty, thP. upper l ine  has beeu scored out, on account, _i t  i.s 
sta�, of the words denoting it to he a · copy having hef'n written there, and just before the 
words '' May the ·God of the universe be praised.'' As it now stands, the words showing i t  
to be a copy are written on the top, and the other words also translerred to the place where 
they are usually written i 1 1  such deeds. ln taking out the firet line, the •·ords " Meer Sahib 
made peace, 1md hound himself by promii,,e," h ave al�o been scored out, and now appear 
inserted in 'the margin, at the- beginning uf the second l ine, which Sheik Ali Hussun states 
to have been done in his own handwriting. 

(signed) W. LaNg, 
Mewbe.- of Connnission. 

No. 7. 
LETTER from His Highness Meer Ali Moorad to Captain Brown's address, received · 

1 8  Septemuer 1842. 

( Vide Copy of original Dol·ument [No. VI.], i n  native characters ,  at the end.) 

No. a. 
LETTER from His Highness Meer Ali Moorad to Captain BrOflJn's address, received 

27 September 1842. 
( Jlitle Copy c,f original Document [No. VII.], in native char11C1ers, at tbe -ead.) 

No. 9. 
LETTER from Meer Rooitum Khan to Meer Mohomed HUJ1Sun's address, said to have 

been written after the Battle of Nownahar. 

( Yule Copy of original Docwnent [No. VIII .], in rative characters, .at the end.) 

No. 10. 

LETTER from Meer Nusseer Khan, ditto, ditto, ditto. 

(Vule Copy of original Document [No. IX.], in native characters, at the end.) 

No. 1 1 .  
LETT BR from His Highness Meer Ali Moorad t o  the address o f  Meer Malwmed Humm, said 

to have been received after the Battle of N ownahar, but denied by the former. 

(Yule Copy of original Document [No. X.J, in natiYe characters, al the end.) 

No. 12. 

NOTE from His Highness Meer .dli Moarad, in his own handwriting, to Meer Mako'IRtld 
Hussun, written about the time of the Battle of Nowaahar. 

(Vide Copy of original Document [No. XI.], in native characters, at the end.) 

No. 13. 
LETTER produced by His Highness Meer Ali Moorad, as hav ing been written to Meer Ali 

Mohomed, and .Meer Mahomed Ali, by .Meer Mahomed Hussun, but denied by the 
latter. · 

(Vide Copy of original Document [No. XII .], in native characters, at the end.) 

D D :J Exn1B1T 
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ExBJBIT (G.) 

I N D  B X. 
No, 1.-LeHer from the Secretary to the GOTI!Jrnment of Seinde to the Secretary to tile GOYernment of 

India, with the Governor-general, No. 166, dated 12th November 1847. Call• for copiea of 
the replies to the Letters addre1aed by Colonel Outram, late Political Agent, Seinde and 
Beelooebistan, to the Go,ernment of India, Not. 1,163 and 1,194, dated 21st and 26th April 
18'2, relating to di1putea between His Highne11 Metsr Ali Morad and Meer Nuaeer Khan, of 
KhY?JIOOr, a, the originals are mppoeed to have bel,n carried off' in a box of reeorde, atolen 
from the Secretary's Office at Hydrabad, in 18'3 - - • - - - - p. 212 

No. t.-From the Under Secretary to the Govermaent of India to the Seen!tary to the Government of 
Seinde, No. 1,186, dated 2'th December UM?. Send, copie1 of the Letten called for in the 
preceding communication - - - - - - - - - - - - p. 212 

No. 1.  
(No. 3,441.) 

No. 166 of 1847, 

From the Sec:retary to the Government of Scinde lo the Secretary to the GoTernmeol of 
India, with the Govemor-Gtneral. 

Sir, 
I BAVB the honour to request you will authorize duplicates of the replies to letters Nos. 

1,168 and 1,1H, dated 21st and 26th April IK42, addrrssed by the late Political Agent in 
Scinde and Betloochistan, Colonel Outram, to T. H. Maddock, Esq., relating to disputes 
between his Highness Meer Ali Moorad and Meer Nnsseer Khan, of Kbyrpoor, bting 
fomi1hed me, aa the originals are mpposed to have been carried off' in a box of records 
stolen from my office at Hyderabad in 1843. 

I have, &c. 

Kurrachee, 12 November 1847. 
(signed) E. J. Brov,n, 

Secretary to Government of Scinde. 

No. 2. 

No. 1,136.-Foreign Department. 

From the Under Secretary to the Government of India to Captain E. J, Brovna, Secretary 
to the Government of Scinde. 

Sir, 
As requested in yonr letter of the 12th ullimo, No. 166, I have the honour to tnD&mit 

To the Political to you a copy of the Nply returned to the deapatcbe11 from the late Political Agent, Scinde 
Agent Scinde and and Beloochistao, Colonel Outram, dated respectively the 21st and 26th April 1842, Nos. 
Rel�histan, dated 1 ,163 nnd 1,194, relating to the dispntn between their Highneue1 Meer Ali Morad and 
10 :May 184,z, Meer Nusseer Khan, 
No. u;. I have, &c. 

Fort William, ·24 December 1847, 
(signet!) P. Mtlvill, 

Under Secretary to the Government of (ndiL 

(True copy.) 
(signed) W. La•g, Membrr of Commission, 
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Ex HIBIT (H .) 

I N D E X. 

No. J .-Letter from hia Highnesa Meer .Alli Moied to the Comminioner, dated Jomadeennee 1266, aad 
received 1 May 1860. Forward• copy of a Letter, written by Meer Mahomed HUl8un and 
Keer Nu11188r Khan to Meer Roottnm Khan, advi1ing him not to proeeed to Khyrpoor, but to 
Khoohera • - • - p. 213 

No. 2.-Copy of the Letter abo
.
ve alluded to, from Meer Mahomed Huasun, &c. to Meer Roo1tum 

Khan - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - - p. 213 
No. 3.-Letter from hill HighneH Meer Ali :Morad to the Commissioner, received 2d May 1860. Com-

plains, that Government should have thought fit to listen to his enemies, &c. • - p. 21, 
No. ,.-Copy from the Map containing the Seal of Mahomed Badlhah Ghuee, C(jDfirming Arub Khu.Alli•. 

liur in the poesession of certain Village• named in bu Sun11ud • - • • - P• 21' 
No. 6.-Copy of a Document containing the Seal of Ameer Morid, of Mahomed Shah Ahungur, a_Ppoint

ing one Shaik Abdool Kurim, Kazee of Pergunnah of Ullour, &c., dependent on the S1rkar of 
Bukkur - • - • • - • - • - • - - • • p. 216 

No, 6.-Writing by Fukeer Allee Bukeh, a man of learning, 1tating the quantity of Land held by 
Sheik Abdool Kurim Kazee in virtue of hie office in the Lande of Pergunnu Ullour and 
Matliela - p. 216 

No. 7.-0rder illllJed to the lnhahitant1 of Pergunna Mathela to refer a1l judicia1 caaee and matten 
connected with law to Sheik Abdool Kurim, appointed Kazee • • - • • p. 215 

No. 1 .  

A LETTKR from his Highness Mtef' Ali Morad to the .Commission�r in Scinde, dated 
Jomadessanee, 1266, and received 1st May 1850. 

After compliments. 
YB&TBRD,\Y, before tbe Commissioner, I produced a note written by Meer Mahomed 

Husaun and Meer Nusseer Khan to Meer Roostum Khan, d isauading hi,m from visiting 
Khyrpoor, and advising hiru to come to Kooheera to a.ss�mble troops, and to join with the 
Ameers of Hydrabad ; I wish the members of the Commission to consider how great an 
enemy Meer Mahomed Hussun was of mine and the British Government ; although his 
father, Meer Hoostum Khan, wished to accompany Major Outram 10 Khyrpoor, Mahomed 
Husaun and Nusseer Khan preV!ilDted him from cloing so, aud induced h im to go to 
Koobeera, and joining its opponen1s to resort to hostility against the Sirkar, which happened 
accordingly, and they have experienced the result. This is the same Mahomed Husson 
who is an enemy of the Sirkar's, and mine, but was present yesterday to jtive his evidence 
·before the Court. I hope the Commission may, after consideration, make a distinction between 
friend and foe. 

I herewith beg to enclose a copy of the said note for your consideration. 

No. 2. 

Copy ofa Letter from .ilfea .Mahomed HtU11ati Klui• to Meer Roostum Kiaa. 

I RECEIVED a petition from Qazee Mahomed Showkar, and a note from Meer Mahomed 
Nusseer Khan, written by himself, and a Jetter from Meer Soubdar Khan, containing terms 
of friend&hip ; the contents of the Qaz£e'a petition relates to your being prevented from 
going to Kbyrpoor, and induced to go to Koobeera ; the originals are herewith transmitted 
tu you. Rest assured your visit to Kbyrpoor is bad in all respects, and by your coming 
to Kooheera there will be �reat advantage ; i f  you go to Khyrpoor you are lost, and th·e 
present favourable opportunity if_neslt'cted . will never return. What have we to do at 
Khy,poor 1 For God s snke abstmn from going there ; the ex-Ame�rs of Hydrabad will not 
in any way fail in affording assistance in money and troops, and on your coming to Kooheera 
-nothing wall be. wanting. The circumstances will be evident to you by the Qazee'a state
ment, and the Hydrabad Meer's writin�. 

From Meer Mabomed H1,ssun in his own handwriting : For God's sake do not ruin us 
like the KaJowas. 0, Meer Ali Ukbar Khan, what crime have we committed that you take 
my father to K!:iyrpuor 1 Fear God, and coaLluct my father to Kooheera. 

Written by Meer Nusseer Khau in h is own handwriting: Cherisher of the poor, do not 
fancy any other thing, but come here quickly. As everything has 1urned out agreeably to 
our wish, alJ the Ameers and chiefs of Beloochees have promised assistance in troops and 
money, but only on condition . of your comiQg ; they wm til$o get you lucks of rupees from 
the Mackdooms (peers or •piritual advisers of the people) ; for God's sake come wi1hout 
lots of time ; accept of the compliments of Qazee Mahomed Ramshum. 
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No. a. 

LETTER from His H ighness Meer Ali Afoorad to the Commissioner, received 
2d May 1860. 

A fter compliments. 
I HAVE attended the Commission ns required to confront my enemies ; but it has occa

sioned me great surprise that people who were my servants, and wh() at last fled after 
embezzling lacks of rupees of mine, which I can prove by accounts, should have made up 
such stories against me before the gentlemen ; what can I write ? I have rendered impo,t
ant services to Government, taking �o heed for myself in  doi ng so, and sacrificino- everv 
other consideration 10 my feeling!i of sincere friendship to Government, :i nd obedi;nce 1� 
its wishes ; and now I am involved in shame and d isgrace, and rumours a rise on every s'de 
that such a friend, who has sacrificed everythin� for Government, anti formerly received so 
much kindness in return as 111 be selected for ch ief, is now summoned with his ,enemies 
before the Commission, and his honour and respectability sul l iP-d by their alle�atious, and 
all the other petty Amecrs in the country are ridiculing my situation. I ab�mdone<l a.ll 
connexion w ith my brethren �nd relations, and formed IL itrid alliance with Government ,  
and fought with it:1 enemies ; could this have ·been only to involve me e,·entually in such 
disg1ace 1 On the contrary, I was expecting to receive what iii left of 1uy rights in tile 
hands of Government, together with the reward which Sir Charles Napier in his letter tells 
me I should receive for my 11ervices. Instead of this, however, from· the false accusations 
ofmy t'11rmies, the Commis�iun is assembled to investigate about  the country which by tile 
kind ra·ss uf Government is now in my passession. This j ,.  matter of !.{reat re2:rd, that by 
such false alle.;:ations I should be made the ridicule of all the people, and no regard be 
had to my respectability. I t  is evident I have no frienda or supporters except Governm.ent, 
and I never shal l  have any or hers. I have become the enemy of my brothers and relations 
by figh1 i 11g  with them, under the a llegianct: I formed to Government, and turning th"m 
out of their home:1 and possessions. They consequently all write a:;ainst me, and are 
ene:aged in  these seditions, and the reason of the Sheik aod Peer's enmity is tbis. that 
Mathela was enjoyed by the former in jaghire, and when I resumed it, and pressed him 
to settle the accounts of my revenue, he became my enemy. The Peer is also so, having 
embezzled my p1 opert\', and when I demanded it, became my enemy. A'! I have no 
alliance except wit h Government, and my ent'mics thus by false accusation!l inj ure me, 
h�w can I help being sorrowfu_l . It is now �h�ee years since th� Sheik and Pee.r, j oining 
with the pet 1y Ameers, have raised these sed 1t1ons. I formerly mf,, rmed Captam Forbes 
of the Peer's forgeries, and he, agreeably to your orders, de,ired me to defer the matter. I 
now beg to state clearly, that wherever these people remain they will cause disturbances, 
and I hope the Government will therefore arrange about this. My enjo_,·ment of the 
country is by the grant and favour of the Sirkar, as I have not attained it by my valour 
and exertions. My honour 11nd respectability, therefore, depend on the Sirkar, and I hav� 
every l 1ope that they wil l  be preserved, otherwise it will be impossil>le for me to reside in 
thi� t:ountry ; th� posses�ion of it and the enj oyment of prosperity can only be grati fying 
whtle my reputation conttnues. But whatever Go\·ernment wishes, most be clone. 

Dated Sukkur, 1" Jumadee Oolsanee 1266. 

P. S.-l bt•g to add that my country is smal l ,  and if Government thinks i t  beneficial to 
take it, let me be informed where I a n  ro �o and reside. As I have lost 10 much rc>pu
tation by 1he machinations of my enemies, I am greatly d istressed. If the Government had 
ordered me to tight with its enemies, and I had lost my l ife in the action, it would have 
been better, for in this there would have been honour, but in all that that has now happened 
there is disgrace. 

No. 4. 

CoPY  from the Map containing the Seal of Mahomed Badshah Guzee. 

THE zumendaree of the village of Tatta, Meeran Sliah, and Kotpttonour, iud11ded iu tlie 
pergunnah of Methela, under the jurisdiction o f  the Sirkar of Bukkur, suborcl i nate to t.he 
Soulrnh of Mooltan, has belonged from ancient times to the ancestors of  Arub Kha4l Mehar 
Zumeendar, 1\nd has descended to him hereditarily. SomP. time since, however, Mahomed 
Hu1saiu A flghan brought a foliie suunud 1 1f the zumeendaree of the said viUa!!eS, and on 
accoun1  of the cJ . , 1h  on wh ich . it was pasted i t  was not property examined. In the same 
manner Ukhee Sin� Raj poot a lso brought a sunnud of zumeendaree for the same pl�es, 
but although I rook 1he su11nud, i n  the same way, I <lid not a llow either o f  them to enJO.V 
the z11 11h:'t' 1 1dart't', as I thought they were forgeries. Now the \' i l lages o f  Mam)·ie Soo�bra, 
Nora Kujara, llalboee, Humruth, Mekryaree, und Pbaldra, which also a ppear to be hereditary 
zumeem.laree·of the aforesaid Ar11bk.han Nihur, have been confirmed to him. Therefvre this 
is written that he may be satis6ed, and cultivate the ground with good w i ll, and peo11le the 
villagr>s. Let him possess the zumeendaree of all these places, as was the custvm III the 
time of his ancestors, and pay all the Government dues. I t is necessary that the moo�un-

. dees 
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dees and jaghiredars, now and hereafter, should cunsicler th is settled and genuine, and give 
encouragement accordingly to the zumeendar, so as to enable him to attend to his dutv as 
zumeendar. 

1140 Hijr( e. 

Consider th is order strict, and let it be obeyed accordingly. 
reign. 

nth Shabar, 7th year of 

No. 6. 

Co PY of a Document containin� the Seal of Ameer Khan, Morid of Mahomed · 
Shah Ahungeer. 

MAT it be known to the �oomashtnrs, jagheerdars, and karoorees, present and future, of 
the pergunnah Ullour, &c., dependent on the Sirkar of Hukkur, subordi nate to the Soubhah 
of Mool tan, that, as agreeub1e to 1 he order of his M ajesty ,  the office of kazeegee-ree of the 
said pergunnah, &c., together with i 1 s  dependenl'iei< in towns and villages where a kazee is 
required, is l'Onferreci on Sheik Abdool Ku, im, son of M ool la  Jann 1\l ahomed , therefore the 
roya l  purwannah is i ssued to you, and you are hereby ordered to act conformably in con
side1 ing· kazee ol that  place, and to observe his dec ision and settlement in the administration 
of the law. Do not think th. i t  there is any otl1er partner " i t l t  h im. The said kazee is bound 
to perform the useful services connected w ith his j u 1 isdict ion with fidel i ty (here these du 1 ies 
are rnu meratec! ), and 10 induce the people to perform t ht, i r  rdigious servil'eS ; and wl1en any 
place is beyond his reach, to depute a najb \\ ell learned in knowledge. All the residents 
and inhabitan ts of the said pergunrwhs are to consider the kazee's w r iting in documents and 

the deed of marriage trustworthy. 
Dated 1 1th Rubee Oolawul, 43d year of rt ign. 
On the 22d Mohurrum, 43d year of reign, entered in the record. 
On the nth Rubee Oolawul, 43d year, recordr.d in the Deewunnus Sadaru t. 
On the 7th Rubee Oolawul, 43d year, again brought to the Royal notice the nbove

meJltioned pergunnah, the perguunah of Kukree, the pergunnah of Mathela. 

No. 6. 

THIS  is to statt- that, agreeably to the ordtr.i of his Majesty, the office of kazeeship of the 
pergunnah Ullour, pergunnah Met hela, a1 1d perg unnah Kukree, of the Sirkar of llukkur, 
dependin� on the S011bah of M oo l t an, is confnred on Kazee Abdool Kurr iU1, son of Mo( l la 
Jann M a  homed Mooftee ; he has also a grant of 1 45 beegm; of t  he land of pergunnah Ullour 
and Mathela, as "" al lO\\ ance for his office, besides his he 1 editary righ t  of five beegus of 
pergunnah Ullour ; and he is to perform �ervic1 ·s e11trus 1ed to him with honesty and fideli t y, 
not to covet an) th ing from any of the i nhab i tants, who a re to be satisfied w ith the kazee's 
j ustice, and to pray fur h is  M ajesty ; any syud, kazee, sha ik, or learned man, and people 
m gent:ral, knowing about him, are requested trJ confirm this writing wi th their seals. 

Written by Fakeer Alla Bukhs, a man of learning. 

No. 7. 

Durbanan, Knnoongoo, Mootsuddees, Cultivators and Subjects of Pergunnah Mahtela, 
in my Jagheer. 

M ay it be known • 
.As the office of kazeeship of the said pergunnah was conferred on Sheik Abdool Kuri111, 

agreeably to his Majesty's order, therefore you are herrby bound to consider the said man as 
. kazee of that place, to refer all judicial cases and matters connected with law to him, and the 
kazee wi l l  distribute j ustice according to the enlightened law. 

Dated 26th Rumgan 44. 

i3• 

(True t ranslation.) 
(signed; W. Lang, 

Member of Commission. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) A .  Jlalet, Chief Se�retary. 

D D 4  



Foreign Depart
uient.-Secret. 

216  PAPERS RELATING TO THE CHARGE PREFERRED 

No. 10 of 1850. 

From the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India to the Secretary 
to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 
I AM 'directed by the President in Council to transmit the accompanying copy 

of a letter from the superintendent of the ex-Ameers of Scinde at Hazareebagh, 
dated 30th ultimo, No. 12, and the memorial from Meer Mahomed Khan, therein 
alluded to, and to request that the Government of Bombay will be good enough 
to call upon the Commissioner io Sciode for a report on the matter of Meer 
Mahomed Khan's representation . 

Fort William, 8 February 1850. 

I hare, &c. 

(signed) William Grey, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government 

of India. 

No. 12 of 1860. 

From Dr. R. Collum, Superintendent Ex-Ameen, Hazareebagh, to Willia111 Grey, Esq., 
Offi,·iatiug Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for submissi ,n to tbe Honourable the President in Council, 

the accompanyin![ Pe1-sian memorial (duly tran�lated) to his Honor's addrei.s, from the 
ex-Ameer Meer Mahomed Khan, praying that the pension assigned by Government for the 
support of his father's family may be paid to his mother and step-mother, through their agent 
Mahomed Arif. 

2. The cause of this request being preferred is, that the widows of Meer Noor Mahomed 
and Meer Nu�seer Khans, though each receives a sepa1ate pension, have managed, thrcugh 
their ai;:ents, to get the control of the nllo\\'ance sanctioned for Meer Moorad Alli's family, 
viz. 500 rupees per rnensem. From this sum only I 70 rupees are disbursed to the two 
ladies and their daughter, while the remainder would seem to be distributed among a lot of 
hange1·;;-on, favouri1es of the late Meer Noor Mahomed and Merr Nusseer's fa 1111lies, who 
are nominally entrrtainecl by these ladies as attendants upon Meer Moorad Ally's ; but of 
whose breach of 1rust1 ill-will, and perfidy, Meer Mahor,1ed Khan possesses ample proof. 

3. In obtaining lhe command of this allowance, the vanity of those ladies may be grati6ed, 
but it i11 at tl1e cost of their unfurlunate relatives. They hoped thereby to exercise foll con
trol over the movrments of Meer Moorad Ally's family ; but finding all endeavours to keep 
them lonaer i n  Scinde unavailing, thry now expect that on their departure to India, they will 
be permitterl to appropriate the por1i , ;n of that family in addition to their own. They have, 
however, no more right to draw a pice of it, or to press their i nterference upon the 01he11, 
than their children in D,1m Du111 \Vould have to draw 1 he pensions nnd conlrol the 
affairs of Meer Mahomed Kha11 and Meer Yar Mahomed Khan, the only-surviving sons of 
Meer Moo, ad Ally Khan. 

4. It might be infem•d from the circumstance of the pensions assigned to the families of 
Meer Nuor Mabomed Khan, Mt·er Nusseer Muhomcd Khan, and Meer Meer Mahomed 
Khan, being ( I,000 rupees to each per mensem) double that granted lO the families of Mt>er 
Mourad Allv, M eer Kurin Ally, and Meer :Sobdar Khan, that the former held a higher 
position, or ·were more deserving of con5ideration than the latter. But this anomaly admits 
of easy explanation, for the Aa1t-eu have "scertained from one of the hig11e;t authorities, that 
a " punch," ton�i,ting of three persons, thr. retainers and st'rvnuts cifthe three former Ameen, 
was assembled, And requested to stat.e how the monthly allowance of 4,600 rupees, assigned 
for the several families, could be best apportioned amongst them. As might under such 
circumstances be expected, the " punch " consulted only the interests of their reaprctive mas
ters' families, and recommended an arrangement, whereby they secured for their friends the 
l ion's share. But with this even those ladies are not conten1ed. They would possess them• 
selves of " hat belongs to others, depriving the widow and orphan of their meaus of support 
and dignity. 

6. Meer Mahomed Khan is the only one of the Hyderabad Ameers who has evinced any 
proper 1 egard for the Indies, and arranged for the speedy removal of the membt•rs of his 

· family to India. His couduct is excellent, and in every way praiseworthy ; and I would 
1e»pectfully rrcommend his request tu the favonrab!e consi,lerat:011 of Government. _II! 
being granted " ill prevent any considerable extra outlay by the State hereafter, wh�ch 

otherwise 
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otherwise will unavoidably be incurred, when his mother, step-mother, and sister, with their 
famiHes, and his betrothed bride with her mother and family, come and join J1im in thia 
couutry. 

I have, &c. 

Huareebagh, 30 January 1850. 
(�igned) R. Collum, Assi�tant Surgeon, 

Superintendent Ex-Ameer&. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) W. Gre!J, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

T:aA,cSLATION of a Memorial from the EK-Ameer, Meer Mahomed KhaR, to the Addreu 
of the Honourable Sir J. H. Littkr, o.c. B., President of the Council of India. 

AFTER the usual respectful form of introduction, this memorial 11ho\\eth, that Hfter the 
ex-Ameers of Hyderabad had bren removPd from Scinde, the Government was pleused to 
allow their families 4,500 monthly for their maintenance. 

That sum was apportioned as follows: to the family of the memorialist's father, the late 
Meer Moorad Ally Khan, 600 rupees; to that of the late Meer Kurin Ally, 500 rupees; 
and to tho•e of the Meer Noor Mahumed anrl Meer Nu11sir Khans, and of Meer Mahomed 
Khnn, 1,000 each; and to that of the late Meer Sobdar Khan, 600 per men�em. 

When these pensions were granted there were three widows of Meer Morad Ally Khan 
alive, who shared their allowance all they thought proper. On the demise of the firt1t 

"dera," the widows of the liue Meer Noor Mahomed Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan g;>t 
the pension of my father's surviving" deras" into their hands, and gave to them therefrom 
about 170 rupees per mensem ; the remainder they expend a� the)' please, only retaining 
sen·ants, their own favourites, as if ot1tensibly to attend upon my father's family. 

The two "deras" being thu11 subjected to hardships from the want of sufficient means, 
and to various annoyances, wrote to me on the filubject; but the Governor-genPral had then 
written a k!tter, intimating to me "that on a futnre occasion his Lordship in Council would 
take our (Meer M>ihomed Khan and Yar Mahomed Khan) posiiion, as regards the province 
of Scinde, under his comider<ition separately from that of the 01her ex-Amt-ers.'' On this 
account I allowed the " dcras " affaira to lie o,·er, believing tltat on my return to Scinde 
they could be most satisfactorily disposed of. 

At. a subsequent period the Governor-general again intimated to us that he couid not 
admit of our tt>turn to Scinde. Having been thus disappointed, I immediately took s1eps 
for the remo,·al of my family to this country, and requested that accommodation might be 
provided for us at Ghazapore. 

Government complied with my requust ; but from the difficulty of procuring residences 
there suitable to our ta!">tes, his Honor the President in Council recommends that we should 
in preference remain at Hazareebagh ; and our families agree also to come hither and 
join us. 

When it became known that arrangements were hfing made for their removal from 
Scinde, certain parties, whose sole interest it is that the Ameers' families should continue 
u they are, sepacated from their Highnesses, adopted measures to prevent the ladies of our 
family from quitting Sciode. Their plans became known to the ladies, end they wrott>, 
informing me of all the cirl'umstances; that they hacl to encounter want and vexation in 
Scinde; that they would not asse11t to their pensions remaining at the disposal of the other 
"deras," nor admit the services of the domestics whom the,y entertained, and therefore that 
it had become necessary to appoint a confidential follower of their own to control their 
affairs. 

Accordingly Mahomed Arif, whom l esteem as n true and sincere friend, ancl who was 
sent last year by Government to Scinde, via Bombay, at my requel\t, to fetch the ladies to 
this cou111ry, has been appointed as vakeel for tran,-acting their affairs, until 1mch time as 
they shall leave Scinde; and our supe1intenrlenL and the collector of Hyderabad, on being 
infurmed of the same, nppro,·ed of his appointment. 

I have tlwrefore to request that your Honor will be so good as to have instructions �iven 
that my father's family shall recei•e their pension (to which they are in justice entitled) 
direct through their own agt-nt, in like manner as the several other" deras" receive theirs 
through their respective vakeels. 

The position of the late Meer Kurin Ally's fumily is exactly similar to that of my father 
Meer Morad Ally Khan's, vi,z., they both consisted of three deras on the penaions being 
j?ranted to them, and up to the present t11ne one of each family, the 6rst "dera,'' ha11 died. 
The two surviving "deras" of the formPr Ameer rect'ived the aame allowance as was 
originally granted, and this they require, i;ince it is evident that the expenses of their family 
establishment continues the same as at first. This course, from your Honor's well known 
sense of Justice and equity, I expect to see observed in my father's family. 

I am most anxious for the removal of my family to this l'OUntry; but as yet there is no 
information as to whether J. H. Crawford, esq., the Governor-general's agent, will fix hia 
future residence at this place or not. \Vh<'never that officer 11ettles here, the rapid increase 
of the tow11 and improvement of the country will follow as matters of courae, fur his whole 
thoughts and time 11re devoted to the public good. Wt> proposed to leave Hatareebagh 

.. 3 E E because 
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because ·of its being desolate. This cause will be removed bv Mr. Crawford's remaining 
here. We shall therefore send for our families, and have thf'm r"emoved to Hazareebagh. 

Our honour and good name, and the honour of our families, now rest with the Govern
ment.. 

May your days be passed in happiness and prosperity. 
Dated the 15th day of Rubbee ul Awai, A. H. 1266, corresponding with the 30th 

January, .&. D, 1860. 

Hazareebagb, (signed and sealed) Mahomed Khan Talpoor. 
30 January 1860. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) R. Collum, Assistant Surgeon, 

Superintendent ex-Ameers. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) Wm. Grey, . 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secreta;y. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Board. 

CoPY to be sent to the Commissioner in Scinde, with a request that he will 
furnish the report required. 

22 February 1850. 
(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Falkland. 
W. Cotton. 
J.P. Willoughby. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 53 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 

to you copy of a letter from the Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
India, dated the 8th instant, No. 1 o, and of its enclosures, and to request that 
you will be pleased to furnish the report therein called for, relative to the 
representation made by Meer Mahomed Khan. 

I havP,, &c. 
Bombav Castle, 

25 February 1850, 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. ,A,falet, 
Chief Secretary. 

(signed) A. Jl.falet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 538 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourable Viscount Falkland 
Governor and President in <Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of l\lr. Chief Secretary Malet's 

letter, No. 63, dated 25th ultimo, and, in reply, to transmit the accompanying 
copy of a report from the Collector of Hyderabad, No. 333, dated 12th instant, 
as furnishing the information required by the Government of India in the matter 
of the memorial of Meer Mahomed Khan Talpoor. 

I have, &c. 
Kurrachee, 18 March 1850. (signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commissioner in Scinde. 
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No. 33a of 1860. 

From the Collector of Hydrabnd to the Commissioner in Scinde. 
Sir, 

I H A V E  the honour to return the paper:. forwarded to me with your memorandum, 
No. ,119, of  1 he 4th instant, for report ; and in reference to them, beg to submit that the 
superintendent ex-Ameers at Hazareebagh has evidently written under a total misconcep
tion of the CD.Be, which is as follows :-

2. The first four Talpoor rulers in Scinde were, as every one knows, four brothers, Meers 
Futteh Ali, Ghoolam Ali, Kurim Ali, and Moorad Ali. 

3. Meer Futteh Ali died, leaving a son, the late Meer Sobdar, who, when he became of 
age, succeeded to the possession of his f"ther's share of Scinde, and to the care and manage
ment of his father's family, in addition to his own. 

4. Meer Ghoolam Ali died, leaving R son, Meer Mahomed Khan, now at Calcutta, who 
also succeeded to the care of his father's family, and to the share of his father in Scinde. 

5. Meer Kurrum Ali died childless, and his widows continued to maintain their separate 
establishments. 

6. Meer Moorad Ali died, leaving four sons, Meer Noor Mahomed and Nussur Khan by 
one wife, Meer Mahomed Khan, the petitioner in the present case, and his brother, Meer 
Yar .M .ahomecl, by a second wifo. 

7, H e  also left a third wife, but had no sons by her, and, like the other Meers above 
named� left several concubines, who all remained,  after the custom of Scinde, in his harem, 
subject, with his other wives, 10 the control of the principal lady of it, the mother of, Meer 
Noor Mahomed and Meer N ussetr Khan, and the care of the harem devolved on the eldest 
son, M �er Noor Ma homed Khan. 

8. A fter Meer Moorad Ali's death, his elder sons, M eer Noor Mahomed and Meer Nus
seer Khan, divided his share of Scinde between them, assigning to their younger brothen, 
Meer l\1ahomed Khan, the petitioner, and Meer Yad .M ahomed Khan, small pensions 
for their support, as in divers previous petitions they have informed the Supreme 
Govern ment. 

9. On the death of Meer Noor Mahomed Khan, his two sons, Meer Shadad and Meer 
Hoossein Ali, divided the lands of their father between them ; but the harem of the 
father, including that of their grandfather, Meer M oorad Ali Khan, remained with their 
mother:, a lady of masculine understanding, and who possessed the greatest influence in 
Scinde. 

10. At the time of the conquest there were tbu11 four harems to provide for, the harem of 
Meer S obdar, including his father Meer Futteh Ali's ; tl1e harem of Meer Mahomed Khan, 
including his father Meer G hoolam Ali's ; the harem of the late Meer Noor Mahomed, in
cluding his father Meer Moorad Ali's ; and his eldest son Meer Shadad's (the younger son 
Hossein Ali being unmarried), and the harem of Meer Nusser Khan. 

11 .  The sum of 4,500 rupees was fixed by Government as the allowance for the whole, 
and ,vas subdivided among the several harems, according to the bE'st information then pro
curable as to the numbn of inmates, including concubines, to be supported in each. In the 
fixing these amounts it is quite true that the petitioner, M eer  Mahomed Khan, was not 
consultt'd ; but this was not owing to any sinister proceedin�, but simply because he was 
himself unmarried, and could have no voice regarding the disposal of his father's widows, 
as long as his father's elder !'on ,  Mt'er N u�seer Khan, was alivt•, and because his mother, as 
the second wife of the l ate l\1 eer M oorad Ali Khan, cou ld  have no title to i n t erfere in the 
arrangements, as long as the head of the harem, the mother of Meer N usseer Khan, was in 
existence. This latter lady, though 600 rupees per mensem was considered as a fitting 
sum out of the whole to allow for her late husband's family, prefeJTed living with the 
harems of her sans, and thus no separate allowance was made fur her. The allowance to 
the harems of Meers Noor M ahomed and Nusseer Khan, with whom she lived, being 
increased on her account p roportionately. 

12. The division accorclingly was as follows : 

To l\h·er N ui-st'er Khan's harem -
To Meer Noor Mahomed's harem -
To Meer Mahomed's harem (son of M eer Ghoolam Alli) 
To Meer Sobdar's harem 
And to Meer Kurriw Al i's 

R,. 

Rs. 
1 ,233 

1 ,233 

983 

550 
600 

4,500 

a. p. 
5 4 

5 4 
6 4 

13. This arrangement has till now continue<l, and it has ouly very lately been objected 
to by the petitioner. It was ma<lt! in i;tnct uccordance both with the wisl1es of the head of 

73. E E !l Meer 
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Meer Moorad Ali's harem at the time, and with eastern cuatom, and that no pecuniary 
profit can be derived by the widow of Meer Noor Mahomed Khan from the arrangement 
I have, by papers submitted to me, seen. On the contrary, a considerable sum is annually 
expended on the harem, generally out of her private funds, beyond the allowance granted 
by the State. If, however, Meer Mahomed Khan, the petitioner, wishes that 600 rupees 
monthly shall now be given as a separate grant for the maintenance of the late Meer 
Moorad Ali's harem, I can see no objection to the measure, provided that his Hiuh.. 
ness will engage to support out of it, not only his own mother, but the other membe; of 
the zennanah of his late father who are now dependent on it ; if, in short, he will manage 
so as not only to prevent any additional cost to the State by the change, but also prevent 
the heads of the family, Meers Shabdad and Hoossein Ally, from having any cause to 
complain of the mode in which their grandfather's other ladies are disposed of. The 
honour of these Meers must obviously be consulted in  the matters as well as the inclina
tions of Meer Mahomed Khan, and it is only therefore on the condition of the latter engag
ing to reconcile both, and that without additional cost to Government, that the prayer of 
his petition can, in my opinion, with propriety or advantage be acceded to. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. B. Rathbornt, 

Hyderabad, Collector's Office, 12 March 1850. Collector. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) George Inmarit!J, 

Assistant Commissioner in Scinde. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 37 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, to F. J. Hallida9, 
Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
1 ill directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow

ledge the receipt of Mr. Officiating Secretary Grey's letter, dated the 8th Fe
bruary last, No. 10, and to transmit to you, for submission to the Honourable the 
President in Council of Fort William, copy of one from the Commissioner in 
Scinde, dated the 18th ultimo, No. 538, with enclosure from the collector of 
Hyderabad, furnishing the information called for in Mr. Secretary Grey's com
munication in regard to the memorial of Meer Mahomed Khan of Talpoor, dated 
the 30th January last. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Bomba)' Castle, 12 April 1850. 
Secretary to Government. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary . 

No. 129 of 1850. 

· From the Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of India to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, 
Foreign Depart- W1TH reference to your letter dated the 12th of April last, No. 37, I am 
�nt, directed to forward copy of a further communication from Dr. Collum, the 

superintendent of the ex-Ameen, residing at Hazareebagh, dated the 7th 
instant, No. 63, together with its enclosures. 

2. Adverting to Mr. Pringle's letter. No. 436, addressed to the Government 
of Bombay, under date the 26th of February 1 848, as well as to para. 1 1  of 
C.aptain Rathborne'i! letter to that gentleman's address, dated the 12th of March 
in the present year, there would seem to be no doubt that out of the sum of 
•4,500 rupees a month, assigned in 1843 for the support of the families of the 
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ex-.Ameers of Scinde, soo rupef.s a month was i ntended by the Government 
for the support of the family of the latt, Meer Morad Ali. It is understood that 
the chief widow of that Ameer has died since this sum was allotted, and that 
the family at present consists of the second and third widows, and of other 
ladies. It is now represented by the sons of the second widow, Meer Mahomed 
Khan and Meer Yar Mahomed Khan, that the surviving widows are desirous to 
jcrin them in Bengal, and they solicit the Government to direct the payment of 
the above-named sum of 600 rupees a month to be made to those widows 
directly, deducting _only the allowances of such of the concubines of the late 
Meer Morad Ali as may prefer to remain in Scinde. 

3. There does not appear to the President in Council to be any objection to 
complying with this application, but as his Honor in Council is quite ignorant 
as to the extent of the late Ameer's household, and as he has no means of 
judging to what portions of the income i n  question the several members of it 
may be respectively entitled, I am directed to request that the Commissioner in 
Scinde may be instructed to cause a careful inquiry to be made into the matter, 
and to report his opinion as to the manner i n  which the allowance may be prQ-
perly and justly apportioned. In making such an inquiry it will, of course, be 
necessary to ascertain what members of Meer Morad Ali's family are really 
intending to come round to Bengal ; and I am desired, in connexion with that 
.point, to draw attention to my letter, No. 20, dated the 3d February 1 849, and 
to rt:quest that, in accordance with the instructions therein contained, suitable 
arrangements may be made for the conveyance to Bengal of such part of Meer 
Morad Ali's family as may now determine upon leaving Scinde. 

Fort VVilliam, 1 3  September 1860. 

I ha,·e, &c. 
(signed) W. Grey, 

Officiating Under Secretary to the 
Government of India. 

No. 63 of 1850. 

From Dr. R. Collum, Superintendent ex-Ameers of Scinde, Hazareebangh, to W. Grey, 
Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the_ Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to enclose, for submission to if1e Honourable the President in Council, 

the accompanying Persian memorial (with a translation appended) from the ex-Ameer, 
Meer Mahumed Khan, to his Honor's address, having reference to arrangements which 
he begs may be made preparatory to the removal of his own fa,mily and that of his father, 
the late Meer Moorad Ali Khan, from Scinde to Hazareebaugh. 

2. The ex-Ameer wishes that the monthly allowance of 600 rupees per mensem, asaigned 
by the Government for the m aintenance of his father's familJ, may be paid Jirectly to. the 
surviving widows of the late M oorad Ali Khan ; and thHt .any of l1is concubines who may 
not choose to accompany the two widows and their unmarried d11ughter to Hazareebaugh, 
m ay receive in Scinde the same allowance or wages as they do at present ; that amount, or 
whatever may be deemed equitable, bein.i.: deducted from the 600 rupees, (should Govern
ment think fit to order any deduction to be made from the ladies on their account), and 
d isbursed to those parties by· the Collector of Hydrabad. 

3. If, as I presume, in granting this allowance, the ladies and not the concubineti were 
�hiefly considered, there would be no extra expense to the State by complying with the 
Ameer's request .  I respectfully hope that Government will be pleased to consider it in a 
favourable light, hecause the Ameer's health has of late 11uffered greatly, and he has just 
had a narrow escape from sinking under the burthen of his misfortunes, the greatest of 
which is that entailed by the separation from his family. The other Ameers do not evince 
any 11uch anxiety to be reunited with their families ; they form local connexions of a leRS 
cred itable naturP. ; but the man of the family who refrains from these, and comes forward 
praying for assistance to m11ke the only proper and honourable connexion open to him, 
merits truly all the consideration a kind nnd generous Government may afford. 

4. As I have alrt'ady had the honour to report, the buildin� ,alluded to by the ex-Ameen 
as necessary for the two har.eems of the late Mel:'r Moorad Ali Khan and their daughter, for 
tl1e betrothed of Meer M aho,ne<l Khan, ht"'r mother and family, for the establishment of 
Me r Tar M"'homed Khan, and for the wire, daughter, and e�tablishment of Meer Shah 
Ma ·mu�d Khan, are the unoc,·upied Government godowns, and a private bungalc,w adjoin
ing t '!m, that m!_yJat.,�prchas�d _for a m_oderate sum ;_ certain additions and alterat ions wi�l 
he nee. ,sar�-rnake th�se bu1 ld111gs smtable for native hareems. But these need ent11 1l 
little or no expense upon Governruent, except for materials, which can be had from the 
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barrack.godowns here. The prisoners can make bricks, and those in the agency gaol lately 
have been taught masonry and carpentry, and had m ason and carpenter burkundauzes 
superintending them ; so that tht>y are fully competent to execute whatever may be required 
of them now in the way of s uch 11:Lbour. 

Hazareebaugh, 
? September 1 850. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. Collum, A86istanL Surgeon, 

Superintending Ex-Ameers of Scinde, Hazareebaugh. 

TRANSLATION of a Persian Memorial from the Ex-Ameer Meer Mahomed Khan to the 
Addre11s of the Honourable Sir J. H. Littler, G, c. n., President of the Council of India. 

Haznreebaugb, 6 September 1850. 
AFTER presenting to your Honor the  l'ompliments that are customary, I beg to represent, 

that on the 31st of January last I submitted a memorial to Government, in regard to the 
-mode of paymeut of the allownnce o f  500 rupees per mensem, assigned for the maintenance 
of the family of my father, the late Meer Sahib M eer Morad Ali Khan. 

Up to the present time Government has not favoured me with a reply to that memorial, 
and iL<1 silence on this subject is a source of trouble and anxiety to me. At a subsequent 
date, I addressed another memorial to Government, heggin� for an increase of stipP.nd, a 
place of residence at this station for the hareems, and tha, they mi§!;ht  be brought hither at 
the public expense, and furnished with all necessaries requisite for their journey. 

In answer to these requests, I was informed that your Honor declined to grant to me any 
increase of stipend, and that my application on this head was deemed a reite ration of my 
constant complaint of poverty. 

Your Honor, had a provision been assigned to me in accordance with my rank and neces
sities, I should never have troubled you. But as you have refused to allow me any increase, 
I am helpless and silent. However, one day I hope to see my position improved throuo-h 
the kindness and equity of the British Government. 

0 

I should have done myself the honour of writing at a much earlier date concerning the 
other orders which you have been so good as to pass, bu t for a considerable time past 
I have been suffering from fever and rheumatism, and, as advised by my medical attendant, 
I bave been travelling about on the G rand Trunk Road for the bt:nefit of change of a ir. 

Thank God, I have lately returned to Hazareebaugh in improved health, and take the 
first opportunity of entreating your Honor fully to consider the gr�at hardships I have to 
endure by being separated from my family ; a continuance of such hardships will neither 
be viewed favourably by the home authorities, nor your Honor. 

I therefore again sol icit, that should Government approve of giving to my father's family 
the aforesaid monthly pension of 600 rupees to which they are entitled, you will  be pleased 
to have orders passed for that amount to be paid into their hand�, that they and their 
dependents may maintain themselves upon the same ; and on the hareems coming to 
Hazareehaugh, any of my father's concubines who may prefer to remain behind in Scinde 
can each receive therefrom their respective  allowances, as at present. 

In the event of this arrangement meeting w ith the sanctien of Government, I beg that 
instructions may be givt:n to Dr. Collum to commence putting in order, for the reception 
of the ladies, the places o f  residence which I ha"e  approved for them, and likewise to the 
Commissioner in Scinde, to provide the ladies with necessaries and expenses for their 
journey, and have them &ent towards this from Scinde, overl and, with all due honour and 
consideration. 

I entreat the favour of an early reply to this memorial, since the rainy season wi ll soon be 
at an end, and the hareems ouo-ht to leave Scinde in the commencement of the cold 
season. From the letters of  the Haramsara, I learn that their residence in  Scinde is about 
to be repaind, pursuant to the orders of Gover1 1me11t ; should your Honor accede to 
the request I have made, it would be superfluous to expend money in repairin� the residence 
of my father's family in Scinde when they are abou t  to come to Hazarcebaugh. 

Dated the 28th of Shawul or H, 1266, corresponding with the 6lh September 1860. 

The Senl and Signature of Mahomed Khan Tai pore. 

(True trani,lation.) 
(signed) R. Collum, Assistant Surgeon, 

(f rue copies.) 
(signed) Wm. Greg, 

Superintendnet Ex-Ameers. 

Officiating U oder Secretary to the Government of India. 
(True copies,) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 
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MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, concurred in by the Hoaourable 
Mr. Blom:. 

Wn·H reference to the Commissioner's letter, No. 538, dated 18th March last; 
a copy of this letter and its enclosures should now be transmitted to him. His 
attention should be particularly drawn to the third para. of this lett�r, and to 
Mr. Secretary Halliday's letter, No. 20, dated 3 February 1849, therem alluded 
to. The Commissioner should be enjoined to allow of no unnecessary delay in 
reporting on this matter. 

25 September 1850. 
(signed) 

(True copy.) 

J. P, Willot1.9hby. 
D .. A. Blane. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 182 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From A. :Malet, faq., Chirf Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter, dated the 18th March last, 

No. 538, with enclosure, on the subject of the memorial submitted to the 
Supreme Government, under date the 30th January preceding, by Meer Maho
med Khan Talpoor, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council to transmit to you copy of a communication from the Officiating Under 
Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 13th instant, No. 129, and to 
request your particular attention � the third para. thereof, and to Mr. Secretary • Forming enclo
Halliday's letter, of the 3d February 1849, No. 20, therein alluded to. · aure_to fflY com• 

municatloll, 
2. You will be pleased to allow of no unnecessary delay in submitting the No. us, or 14 Feb. 

information now called for by the Government of India. · 
1849, 

Bombay Castle, 
30 September 1850, 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Maki, 

Chief Secretary. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 1,948 of 1850, 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourab]e Viscount Falkland, 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, 
I HAVB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's Secret Depa1-

letter, No. 182, dated the 30th September last, with accompaniment from the meot. 
Government of India, and to transmit for the information of your Lordship i n  
Council copy of a correspondence (as per margin•) which I have had with the 
Collector of Hydrabad on the subject of it. 

2. The proportion in which Captain Rathbome proposes, in the 6th para. of 
his letter, No. 861, dated the 31st ultimo, to distribute the monthly allowance of 
600 rupees among the ladies of the late Meer Morad Ali's household, appears 
to me fair, and I would recommend its adoption. 

3 .  I also consider the allowance of 40 rupees a day for six months, or 7,280 
rupees in all, which Captain Rathuorne recommrnds for the travelling expenses 
of. the seven ladies who propose proceeding to l lazareebaugh, reasonable and 
suuable, and the most satisfactory form in which their travelling charges could 

" To, No. 1,609, dated 1 11  October. From, No. 861, dated 31 October, witb accompanimenta. 
To, No. 1,884, dated 1& November. f"rom, No, go9, dated 113 November. To, No. 1,949, dated 
27 November. 
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be provided for. I have therefore authorised its adoption, under the authority 
conveyed in Mr. Secretary Halliday's letter, No. 1 8, dated the 3d February 1849, 
copy of which accompanied Mr. Secretary Malet's, No. 1 22, dated the 26th idem 
and have given directions for a suitable escort to accompany the ladies on thei; 
journey ; which arrangements wi ll, I trust, meet with the approval of you.r . 
Lordship in Council. 

I have, &c. 
Kurrachee, 

27 November 1 850. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commissioner in Scinde. 

No. 1,609 of 1860.-Secret Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Collector of Hydrabad. 
Sir, 

IN transmitting the accompanying copy of a letter, No. 182, dated the 30th ultimo, from 
Mr. Chief Secretary Malet, with enclosures, I have the honour to request that you will 
institute inquiries into the subject to which they relate, and favour me with your report end 
opinion at your e�rliest convenience. 

I h ave, &c. 
Kurrachee, 12  October 1860. (signed) R. K. Pringle, Commissioner. 

No. 861 of 1850. 

From the Collector of Hydrabad to the Commis�ioner in Scinde, Kurrachee. 
Sir, 

I RAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,604, of the 12th 
instant, with enclosures, on the subject of the. ladies of the late Meer Morad Al i . 

�. The points on which reports are directly called for are two, viz. the number of ladies 
belonging to the late Meer Morad Al i 's household, who purpose proceeding to Hazan•e
baugh, and the proportion of the stipend of five hundred rupees payable to the whole, to 
which the ladies 110 proceeding to Hazareebaugh may be entitled. 

3. As rngards the first point, I would suhmit  that the ladies of the late Meer Morad A li 's 
household, who purpose going to Hazareebaugh ,  a re four in number, the second and third 
widows, with a grown-up daughter of the l atter, and one concubine. The remaiwfn of the 
household have decided on continuing at Hydrabad, with the widows of Meer Morad Ali's 
eldest sons, late Meers Noor M ahomed and Nusseer Khan. 
· 4, As regards the proportions in which those going and those staying would be ent itled 

to share in the allo1\ ance of five hundred rupees monthly, assi�ned for the whole, the 
obvious rule to go by would be the proportion in which they have hitherto shared it. But 
on that head I am unable to obtain accurate information, though my information approaches 
accuracy sufficiently to afford <'a:JY data for the disposal of the que)tion by GovP.rnment. 

6. The moonshee of the widows of Meers Noor Mahomed and Nusseer Khan, states 
that the amount hitherto paid to those going, was two hundred and seventy-four rupees and 
fourteen annas monthly, and the amount to those staying two hundreJ and twenty-four, :1nd 
eight annas. The vakeel of Meer Morad Aii 's ladiee, on the other hand, says that the sum 
hitherto paid to those st ayin�, was only one hundred and eighty-two rupees twelve annas ; 
and that his mistresses are enti t led to the remainder. Each produces h is  list in evidence of 
his accuracy, and each most solemnly affirms his huth, ancl under the obvi l lUS impo;:sibi l ity 
of my questioning di rectly the ladies themselves, I am unable to form any idea of which is 
right and which wrong. 

6. The d ifference, however, is one of no great importrmce ; it amounts only to forty-two 
rupt>e11 and six ann11s monthly ; and as the sum claimed by the two "'idows and the daughter 
and the concubine going would only gi\'e theru three hundred and seventeen rupees two 
annal! per mens!:'m bel\1 een them, while the widows of Meers Noor l\Iahomed and Nusseer 
Khan would still . have left for themsP.h-es and the rest of the concubines above two tliouand 
one hundred, I would beg to recommend that the award, as regards the sum the vakeels 
differ regarding, should be made in the widows of M eer Morad Ali's favour, and that hence• 
forth the sum of three hundred and seventeen rupees four annas should be paid to thelll 
monthly ; the remainder or the five hundred rupees Lieing given as before to the widows of 
Meers Noor M ahomed and Nusseer Khan jointly, on account of those of the concubine� of 
Meer Mt1rod Ali who stay behind. I may add that Akoond M ahomed Aruf, the d u ly 
authorised v akeel of Meer Morad Ali's ladies, and of t�eir sons, Meer Mahomed Khan, and 
_.Yar Mahomed, has given me a paper stating that i f  the division is n1ade in this manner, 
those whom he represents will be content to abide by it, without further queEtion on the 
1ubjcct of the allowances granted them by Government. 

7. As 
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'7. As regards .the arrangements for the conveyance of these ladies to Bengal; I am not 
quite sure whether it was your intention that I should report on that subject also, but as it 
may save time my now doing 10, I have called on the vakeel of the ladies for a memorandum 
of what is required, and translations or the papers I enclose. 

8. I confess that to me this appears to be drawn up on a most extravagant scale. It is 
however a difficult and invidious task to take to pieces a list of this kind, while, if admitted 
without question, there is no limit to the demands which the other ladies, when it comes to 
their tum to go round to Calcutta, will make on th is score. It appears to me, therefore, 
that by far the best way would be for Government to sanction what it deemed a sufficient 
nte of travellinJ: allowance for each Indy, and then leave them to arrange the details of 
expenditure as they thought proper ; and if, in addition to their 'ordinary stipend, ten 
rupet'B a day travelling allowance were sanctioned in respect of the second widow, and 
fifteen rupees a day for the third widow and her daughter, I do think that ample provision 
would be made for all the necessary travelling expenses of the party, which the ladies could 
then make as small or as large as they saw fitting. 

9. With reference to the request of an escort of ten sowars, I would beg to add that that 
appeari to me in every "·ay reasonable, and I would recommend that i t  be acceded to. I f  
so, i t  would be necesijary to address the authorities en route, in order that the sowars might, 
wlu:rever reliefs were av1tilabie, be relieved. 

I have, &c. 
Hyderabad, Collector's Office, 

31 October 1860. 
( signed) A. B. Rathborne, 

Collector. 

P.S.-Since writing the above Meer Shah Mahomed's lady, who is also going to Haza
reebaugh, has sent me her estimate for the travelling expenses of herself and her daughter ; 
a translation of this too I enclose. From this you will see that the sum she asks for the 
purpose is 7,734 rupees. If J O  rupees a day were assigned for her, and five for her daughter, 
for the period that might be occupied by the march, I imagine that in her case too her real 
1 ravelling wants would be more than sufficiently provided for. At the rate thus proposed 
by me, the cost of the conveyance of all the ladies of all the harems to Bengal will llrDount 
to 22,600 rupees, suppoeing their estimate of the time to be spent en route be correct ; a 
sum which, if much below that which they would ask for, I cannot think to be a niggardly 
one, or at less than would be fitting in every way for the Government to allow. 

(signed) A. B. Rathl>orJte. 

No. I .  

DBTAlLBD Amount of  estimated Expenditure in  the Journey to  Bengal of the Second and 
Third Dheras of Meer Morad Ali Khan, and the Betrothed of Meer Mabomed Khan, as 
represented by their Vakeel, Akoond Mahomed Aruff. 

For curtained kujawahs, small : 
1 curtained kujawah for the widow. 
2 ditto for the third widow. 
1 ditto for the betrothed of Meer Mahomed Khan. 
1 ditto for Alum Khan Murree's wife, a follower of the ex-Ameers. 
1 ditto for a concubine of Meer Mahomed Khan's. 
1 ditto for a concubine of Meer Yar Mabomed Khan's. 

In all, 7 curtained kujawahs, with gear, at 26 rupees each 
14 camels, the price to be paid for which will be at the discretion of 

Government. 
For kujawahs for female servants wd dependants : 

JO kujawahs for the servants p roceeding to Meer Mahomed Khan. 
8 ditto - for the ditto ditto, with the 3d Dhera. 
6 kujawahs for the servants proceeding to Meer Yar Mahomed. 

In all, 24 kujawahs, with ropes, &.c., at 7 1  rupees per each -
S4 camels on hire, the amount to be paid for them being at the discretion 

of Government. 

Expenses on account of Male Servants : 

to ipdividwds proceeding to Meer Mahomed Khan ; for these are required 
12 camels. 

12 ditto proceeding with the 3d Dhera ; for these are required six camels. 
10 individuals proceeding to Meer Yar Ma.homed Khan ; for these are 

required 6 camel■• 
In all, ta camels with aaddles. 

73. F "  
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Expenditure for Stores required : 

Tents, first-rate quality, with walls and carpets and necessary tent ; in  
all, 6,  at  about 160 rupees each - - - - - - -

Tents, ordinary, for servants, l o, at.about 30 rupees each - - -
Copper pots, 2, both weighing 1 mau.nd and 20 aeera, at Rs. I. 10. the 

seer 
Puckal bags with appurtenances, 10, at 4 rupees each -
Shoulder bags, leather, for water, 30, at 8 annas each 
Leather ropes for drawing water, 4, at 1 rupee each • -
Leether buckets for drawing water, 4, at about 8 annas each 
Saddle-bags, leathern, 10, vaJue about rupees - -
Woollen saddle-bag& for clothes, 15, value about rupees 
Cotton, hair, and coir ropes, jOO, value rupees - - - - • 
Pieces of woollen cloth for bags for tents and tent peg1, 60, value at 12 

annas each -
Iron hoes, 8, value about rupees -
Hatchets, 8, valm� about rnpees -
2 iron stoves� value about rupees 

Servaota to be entertained : 

8 terashees, at 7 rupees each 
4 cooks, at 8 rupees each -
6 bheesties, at 8 rupees ea.ch 
2 dhobees, at 8 rupees each 
1 carpenter, at 10 rupees - - - - -
1 sweeper w ith family, at 8 rupees per month -
1 o servants to take care of goods, at 6 rupees each 
1 moonshee, at 25 rupees - - -

In all, per Mensem 

Ra. 66 
32 
48 
16 - -
1 0  

8 
60 
25 - -

60 camels with riding and baggage saddles, required for the carriage of 
goods and the servants to be entertained, the rate to be paid for them 
faying at the discretion of Government. 

Estimated monthly expenditure for all indiriduals proceeding 
1'otal of goods to be purchased - - - - - -
Hire of servants, and monthl.Y e-¥.l)enditure - - - -
1 0  Government sowars, req_mred to proceed with the party. 
7 individuals to proceed with the curtained kojawahs,. at 7 rupees each 

per mensem -

&. a. p. 

000 
300 

97 8 
40 
16 

4 -
2 

36 
16 - -

300 - -

37 8 -
6 
4 
6 - -

1,000 
1,850 
1,266 

49 - -

(signed) Malwnted A.ruff. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) A. B. &thbM-1tt, Collector. 

No. 2. 

Su.MM.A.BT of the Pf<>hable Expenditure io the Hire and Purchase of Camela and the 
Purchase of Goods required. 

1 4  camels for the curtained kujawaha, at 190 rupeea each -
1 10 camels on hire as far as Jayepoor, at l '1 rupees each -
About 34 carts from Jyepoor to Beoares, at 30 rupees each - -
About 34 C1¥'W from Benares to Hajareebauib, at l 'J rupees each -

Parohue of Go()de 'el!Uired : 
The estimated value, with reference to the list, will be about 
Subsi1tence money and pay to new servants entertained,. &c. 

Rs. a. ,. 
1,400 
1,870 - -
1,020 

578 

1,750 - -
'1,679 - -

Total of all, Rupees - - - 14,1ft - -

(True traatlation.) 
(signed) .A. B. Rrithbor,ee, Collector. 
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. DETA.ILBD Memorandum of Estimated ·Expenditure io the Journey to Bengal of Meer 
Shah Mahomed's Dhera and Followers, as given by her Vakeels Fuzzul Khan Murree 
and Hajte Rahmut Oollah Kismutgar. 

1 curtained kujawah for Meer Shah Mahomed's Dhera, 
1 ditto - ditto - for the Chota Dhera (daughter), 
1 ditto - ditto - for concubines, 
1 ditto - ditto - for Saduck Khan Murree's wife, at 26 rupees 

each 
4 

8 kujaweha for the followers and servants accompanying Meer Shah 
Mahomed's Dhera, 

4 ditto, for ditto - ditto - ditto, accompanying the Chota Dhera, 
2 ditto, for ditto - ditto • ditto, accompanying the concubines, 
2 ditt.o, for ditt.o - ditto - ditto, accompanying Syud Khan Mur

ree'• wife, 
16 kujawahs, at 7i rupees each • 

Expenditure for Stores required : 
3 tents of &rat-rate quality, wiih walls and carpets and necellllry tent, 

&c. at 162 rupees each - - • - -
6 tents, ordinar)· , for servants, at 18 rupees each -
4 carpets, ordinary, for servAnts, at '7 rupets each 
Copper cooking pots, in all weighing 1 maund, at 1 l rupees per seer 
PukauJ bags, leathern, 6ve - - - - - - -
Shoulder bags, ditto, for ditto, 16 - - - - - -
Leathern ropes for drawing water, 3 -
· Leathern buckets for drawing water, 8 
· Saddle bags, leathern, 6 - -
Woollen saddle bags for clothes, 8 
Cotton, hair, and coir ropes, 100 
Salleetas, 30 
lroa hoes, 3 
Hatchets, a 
Iron stoves, 2 -
Iron pans for cooking bread upon, 3 -
Iron fire-places, 4 - - - -
Rope network made for carrying grass, t 

Food (or one Month, for 
32 men with Meer Shah Mahomed'i Dhera, 
16 dit.to - small Dhera, 
10 ditto - concubines, 
10 ditto - Saduck Khan Murree, 

68 ditto in all, at 6 rupees each per month 

Servants to be entertained : 
3 ferouhees, at 7 rupees each, monthly 
2 cooks, at 7 rupees - • d�tto -
a bheeatees, at '7 rupees - ditto -
1 dhobie, at ? rupees - - ditto -
1 carpenter, at '7 rupees - ditto -
1 sweeper, at 12 rupees - ditto • - -
6 servants to take care of 1?:0ods, at 7 rupees, ditto 
1 teacher for Meer Shah Mahomed • 
1 mOQDabee 

Miscellaoeou1 Expenses : 
Estimated at 

The above amount for six months 
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Total - -

R,, 

Rs. 

R,, 

Rs. a. p. 

104 - -

116 - -

466 
168 
28 
46 
21 

8 
8 
1 8 -

] 6  8 -

7 8 -

30 
22 
9 4 -

a 
6 
3 
2 
2 

824 12 -

1,044 It -

340 - -

21 
14 - -
21 .. -

'7 - -
'7 

12 
42 
20 - -
20 

164 

200 

704 
4,224 
6,188 ]2  -

( continued) 
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Expenses for Carriage : 
To purchase eight cnmela - - - • - - -
To hire camels as far as Jheypoor for kujawah11, 16 camel■, 
·For· servants to ride upon with saddles, 1 8  cameh, 
For baggage 16 camels, in all 60 camel11, at 17 rupees each 
For c:arnages from Jaypoor to Hajareebaugh, 11, at 48 rupees each 

Grand Total - - - &. 

6 Government sowars to accompany thesP. 
Signature of 

R,. a. p. 
800 

860 
816 

t,466 

7,734 H -

Fuuil M� K/aan y.,.,.., 
Ha/« Ral,,nt/a Kl&imautgar. 

(True tranelation.) 
(signed) .A. B. Ratkhorne, Collector. 

No. 1 ,884 of 1860.-Secret DepartmenL 

From the Commiuioner in Scinde to Captain Rathborn�, Collector of Hydrabad. 
Sir, 

W 1TH reference to your letter, No. 861, datrd the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to request 
you will inform me �hether in your e8timate of 22,600 rupees for the sum required, at the 
rates you recommend, to provide for the conveyance of the ladit>s of all the harems to Bengal, 
you have, as I presume, included those ladies who do not at present exprese any wish to 
quit Sciude. 

2. What you propose for the seven ladies now soing would, as I understand, amount to 
40 rupees per diem ; and I observe the period which it is stated, in one of their memoran

. dums, the journey would occupy is six months ; according to which, the sum now required 
would not exceed 7,200 rupees, or about one third of their own estimate. 

3. I request vou w ill also inform me whether 1ou comider the time assigned for the journey 
reasonable with. reference to the distance, and whether you would recommend thaL the whole 
amount of what may be allowed for travelling expenses should be adnoced at once to the 
ladies, or their agents on their account; also, at what time they will be prepared to aet out 
on their j�urney, and by what route they will proceed, in ordt:r that the requisite arrange
ments inay be made for providing them with an escort. 

Kurrachee, 
14 November 1860. 

I have, &.c. 
(signed) R. K. Pri.rigk, Commissioner. 

No. 909 ofl860.-Political Department. 

From the Collector of Hydrabad to the CommiSBioner in Scinde, Kurractu,e. 
Sir, 

I RAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lettn, No. 1,884, of the 1 6th instant, 
and, in reply, to inform you that in m_y estimate of 22,600 rupees for the travelling r.xpenst-s 
of the whole of the Meer's ladies to Bengal, I included the charges of those now st.aying 
behind, in the event of their ultimately proceeding there. 

2. The amount proposed by me would give 40 rupees a day to the seven Jadin now going, 
or '2,280 rupee• iu the whole, bt>ing about a third of their own estimate ; but I believe the 
sum I have proposed will be found sufficiently ample. 

3. The time assigned by the ladies for the journey exceeds, I believe by two months, th�t 
usually occupied by travellers; ,  but I do not think it would be desiral>le to tie persons of t�1r 
sex and condition down to time ; it may be presumed that the discomforts nece�sarily attending 
a jour ney of the kind will be a sufficient inducement to them to get it finished as quickly 
as they conveniently can. 

4. As regards the payment of the money, the whole, or at any rate the greater portion, 
should be issat·d in advance ; as 11ut of it they will have to h;.y out a considerable sum at 
i;ti,rting in payment of t"quipmeots for the journey, and advance of camel hire, &.c. 

5. It may not be improper to add, that happening to ask, the other day, a Sirdar ?f high 
rank and g,eat experience here, what in his idea would be necessary to enable the ladies n�w 

gomg 
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goin� to Hazareebaugh to travel there, with their servants and followers, in all honour and 
comtorr, he mentioned, that from 8,000 to 10,000 rupees, Cora, would be about what would 
be necessary ; the latter of which sums falls short, by a few hundred rupees, of what I bad 
myself estimated for the purpose. In this view another person present expreaaed his con
currence, whose 01_>inion is of 1be greatt'r weight, because he himself baa been with the Meen 
to Calcutta, and srnce returned by the route to be traversed. 

6. This route .runs, I am informed, by Jeysulmier, Jeypore, Ackberabad, and Allahabad, 
and thence to Hazareebaugh. 

I h'ave, Lite. 
(1igned) A. B. RatA""1m, 

Hydrabad, Collector'• Office, Collector. 
Sa&a Jellalanicke Gote, 23 November 1850. 

No. 1,949 of 1850.-Secret Department. 

From the CommiSBioner in Scinde to Captain Rathborne, Collector, Hydrabad. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 909, dated the 23d 
instant. 

2. The recommendation conta ined in yonr letter, No. 861 ,  dated the 31Bt ultimo, 
rt·lative to the distribution of the allowance among the ladies of the late Meer Moorad 
Ali's household, has my concurrence ; but on this subject further instructions will be 
communicated to you herE>al'ter. 

3. I also approve of the scale of travelling allowance which you prop<>se for those of 
the ladies "ho wish to proceed to H azareebaugh, being at the rate ot 40 rupee, a day 
for the seven, for six months, or 7,280 rupee, in the whole. 

4. You do not state when the ladies wish to commence their journey i bot, as the 
·season is now favourable, the sooner they St:'t out the better. I therefore authorise you 
to advance the whole, or any portion of the above sum you may consider expedient. 

6. You will also have' the goodness to apply to the captain of police for an escort 
of 1 0  or 1 6  horsemen to accomr,any the ladies, wben they are ready to depart, and inform 
me of the ·  nearest station on the route at which a relief can be obtained, in order that 
I may write to the authorities there on the subject. 

I have, 8tc. 
(signed) R. K. Pri"lk, 

Kurrachee, 27 November 1860. CoD1D1issioner. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, Commissioner, Scinde. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Seeretary. 

No. 2,007 of 1860.-Secre! Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourable Viscount Falkland, 
Governor and President in  Council, Bombay. 

· My Lord, 
WITH reference to my letter, No. 1,948, dated the 27th ultimo, I have the 

honour to transmit, for the information of your Lordship in Council, copy of a 
letter, No. 989, dated the 7th instant, from the collector of Hyderabad, intimat
ing the desire of the ladies of the Zennaneh to postpone their journey until they 
shall have communicated with the ex-Ameers at Hazareebagh, and the dissatis
faction of their agents at the sum which it was proposed to assign for their 
travelling expenses, on which last point my opinion is in accordance with that 
expressed by Captain Rathborne. 

I have, &c. 

Kurrachee, 10  December 1850. 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commiseioner in Scinde. 
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No. 939 of 1 860.-Political Department. 

From the Collector of Hyderabad to the Commissioner in Scindti, Kurrachee. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,949, dated the 27th 
ultimo, on the subject of the travelling expenses of the ex-Ameer'a ladies, proceeding to 
Huzareebagh, and in reply to submit that I have given the necessary intimation to I.be 
vakeels of the ladies, who however state that, before setting out, they purpose reporting to 
their masters, the Meers at Hazareebagh, for their orders ; they also say that the sum 
assigned is inadequate to their requirements. 

2. My opinion is not the least changed by what they have stawd on this head, but I 
think it right to report to you the fact of the objection. Looking to general pinciples, 
40 rupees a day must be considered a most handsome travelling allowance for three ladies, 
with their two daughters, whose united incomes amount only to 400 rupees monthly ; and, 
looking to their antecedents, and the custorus of Scinde, they will be able to travel with 
at least as much comfort and state too, on that sum, as they ever did even when their 
relations were reigning. 

I have, &c. 

Hyderabad, Collector's Office, 
Alyar Ka Tanda, 7 December 1850. 

(signed) A. B. Rathbonae, 
Collect.or. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) R. K. Pringle, Commissioner io Scinde. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Hopourable -the Governor, concurred in by his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief and the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

WITH reference to the letters from the Government of India, No. 20, dated 
3d February 1 849, and 1 29, dated 1 3th September 1860, copies of this letter 
aud No. 1 ,948, date 27th ultimo, should be sent to Calcutta for information 
and any further instructions that may he deemed necessary. 

(signed) Falkland. 

20 December 1850. 
W: Cotton. 
D. A. Blane. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Willough_by, concurred in by the Right Honourable 
the Governor and the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

THE estimate of expenses made hy these ladies is undoubtedly extravagant ; 
bot in addition to the sum of 40 rupees per diem which i t  is proposed to allow 
them, I think tents might be provided for their comfortable accommodation. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby. 
Falkland. 

23 December 1 850. D. A. Biitme. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 1 of 1851.-Secret Department. 

From .A. Mal,et, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to W. Grey, Esq., 

Sir, 
Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

WITH reference to Mr. Officiating Secretary Halliday's letter, No. 20, dated 
the 3d February 1 849, and to your letter, No. 1 29, dated the 1 3th Septeo1ber 

last, 
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last, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in_ Cou�cil t.o t�ns
m{t to you, for the information of the Honourable the President m Council at 
Calcutta, and for any further instructions that may be deemed necessary, copies 
of the letters noted in the margin, from the Commissioner in Scinde, regarding 
the ladies of the ex-Ameers who purpose removing to Hazaree-baugh. 

2. I n  forwarding these documents, I am desired to remark that the estimate 
made by these ladies of their travel ling expenses is extravagant ; but that his 
Lordship in Council is of opinion th�t in addition to the sum of 40 r�pees eer 
diem proposed to be assigned for this purpose, they should be provided with 
tents for their comfortable accommodation. 

Bombay Castle, 
6 January 1861 .  

I have, &c, 
(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A .  Ma'let, Chief Secretary. 

From J. H. Peart, Esq., Staff Surgeon in Charge of ex-Ameers of Scinde, to 
A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, 
AT the request of their Highnesses the ex-Ameers of Scinde, I ha,·e the honour 

to forward the accompanying petition, which I shall feel obliged by your pre
senting to the Most Noble the Governor-general. 

I l1ave, &c. 
(signed) J. H. Peart, 

Staff Surgeon in Charge of ex-Ameers of Scinde. Poona, 
29 January 1 850. 

To the Moat Illustrious, Ste., Lord Dcllwmie, Goverm)f-general of India. 

TH E Petition of Meer Ullah Buksh Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan. 

After complimeuts. 
WE humbly beg to represent to your Lordship that the late Meer Roostum Khan, not

withstanding hie great age, exerted himself greatly in the service of the Company's Govern
ment ; whateyer was cak:ulated to please Goverament was done by him to the utmost of 
his power. We dare say your Lordship baa already learned these circumstances ii-om the 
public certificates a.od records. He acted toua v, 1th III view to seeure the welfare of bis 
posterity. He hoped that after his death the Compa11y's Government �uld itui� and 
protect his children. The return of his services has, however, been the reverse of what he 
expected ; he died in the Deccan in despair ; bis corpse is still preserved unbur ied here. 
Alas ! that even bis remains should not have heen restored to his native coantry. He left 
eight sons and some nephews. Meer Allah Buksh Khan, one of your petitione.,a, is his 
1100, Meer Nusseer Khan is his nephew ; we live in the Deccan, apart from our native 
country. Owing to tire tyranny of Meer Ali Moorad, Meer Mahomed Husson Khan has 
left hia native country, aod resides in the territory of Neuvab Bhawul Khan ; Meer 
Hoostum Khan's three sons have died from want of parental protection ; three other sons of 
his are in a distressed state ill the vicinity of Khyrpoor, in consequence of Meer Ali 
Moorad's oppression. His nerhews also are suffering _from Meer Ali Moorad's tyranny ; 
this  is well known to, all the European officers in Scinde. The news of your Lordship's 
arrival ha■ leen a sQUrce of great pleasure to us, and we tNst that io consideration of 
the cla ims of the deceased your Lordship will permit us to return 10 our native country, in 
order that we may take wi, h  us the remains of the deceased, and inter them in our ancestors' 
burying ground. We also beg that your Lordship will be pleased to assign to us a city in 
our native country fer OUf residence,. in order that we may live in comfort with our brothers 
and other kinsmen ; and that I, Meer Allah Buksh Khan, may get myself married, which 
I have not )et been able 10 do. The climate of this place does not at all agree with my 
(M eer Nusseer Khan's) conatitutioo, aed � ean mrly hope tt> be restored to health by 
a return to his native country. We are in hopes that your Lordship, renowned forjustice 
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and clear-sightednest1, will be graciously pleased to listen to and grant our request, and we 
shall then pus our lives in praying for the prosperity and perpetuity of the Company'• 
Government, of which we shall be the obedient subject.. May God, &.c. 

(signed) Meer NUlffl' KAaa. 
Poona, S6 January 1860. Meer Ali .Bflluh. 

(Troe translation.) 
(signed) J. H. Peart, in charge of ex•Ameera. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) .A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

M1NUTB by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Board. 

TBB petition should be forwarded, 88 requested, to the Most Noble the 
Governor-general. 

Mr. Peart, on the 3Ist May 1846, reported that the remains of Meer Roostum 
Khan were interred on the 28th idem, in the Moosalmen burying ground at 
Garpeer. Explanation on this point should be called for. 

Meer Mahomed Hoosein, alluded to in 1his petition, has now a pension of 
600 rupees per mensem, with intimation that he can only be allowed to reside 
at Ghawulpoor, 88 decided by the Governor.general on the 30th December 
1848. 

30 January 1860. 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Falk'land. 
W. Cotton. 
J. P. Willoughby. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A.. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 546 of 1850.-Political Department. 

From A.. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Dr. J. H. 
Peart, in charge of the Ex•Ameers of Scinde, at Poona. 

Sir, 
I AK directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge 

the receipt of your letter, dated the 29th instant, and to inform you that the 
petition therewith forwarded from the ex-Ameers or Scinde under your charge, 
to the address of the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, will be this day 
transmitted for submission to his Lordship. 

9. I am, however, desired to request, that you will submit an explanation as to 
the statement set forth by the ex-Ameers, in regard to the remains of the late 
Meer Roostum Khan, which, in your letter of the 31st May 1846, you reported 
were interred on the 28th idem, in the Mussulman burying ground at Ga.rpeer. 

Bombay Castle, 31 January 1860. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Malet, 
Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 

-(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 1 of 1850.-Political Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Sir H. M. 
Elliot, x. c. B., Secretary to the Government of India with the Most Noble the 
Governor-general, Born bay. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to 

you, for submission to the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, copy of a 
letter from the officer in charge of the ex-Ameers of Scinde, at Poona, dated the 
29th instant, submitting a petition, dated the 26th idem, from the ex-Ameers, to 
the address of his Lordship,  and of my reply thereto of this date. 

2. In forwarding these documents I am desired to state, that the Meer 
Mahorned Hoossein alluded to in the petition from the ex-Ameers, now receives a 
pension from Government of 500 rupees per mensem, and that under the deci
sion conveyed in your letter, dated the 31st August last, No. 265, he is directed 
to reside at Bhawulpoor. 

I have, &.c. 

Bombay. Castle, 3 1  January 1 850. 
(signed) .A.  Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

From J. H. Peart, Esq., Staff Surgeon, in charge of ex-Ameers of Scinde, to A.  Malet, Esq., 
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 
IN reference to the second paragraph of your letter, No. 646 of 1850, I have the honour 

to state that the remains of the late Meer Roostum were buried at Garpeer, as stated in my 
letter of 31st May 1846, and that what the cx-Ameers meant to imply was, that Meer 
Roostum's remains still l ie unburied in the tomb of h is ancestors, as is their custom, and 
as was the case with the two ex-Ameers who died at Calcutta, whose bod ies were buried 
there, and afterwards disinterred and forwarded to Hydrabad in Scinde, to be buried with 
their forefathers. 

2. One of the burying places of the Ameers of Upper Scinde is near Khypore, and the 
other at Koheira, but as both these places are under the dominion of Mt'er Ali Mooracl, 
they have not wished that M eer R009tum's remains should be remond there except on the 
conditions priLyed for in their petition. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. B. Peart, 

Poona, 4 February 1860. Staff Surgeon in charge of ex-Ameen of Scinde. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the Board. 

To be communicated to the Most Noble the Governor-general in continuation 
of our former letter. 

(signed) Falkland. 
W. Cotton. 

5 February 1850. J. P. Willougliby. 
D. A.  Blane. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 3 of 1860,-Political Department. 

Prom ..d. Mal.et, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Sir 
H. M. Elliot, K.c. B., Secretary to the Government of India, with the 
�fost Noble the Governor-general. 

Sir, 
IN continuation of my letter, dated the 31st ultimo, No. J, I am directed by 

the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for submisBion 
to the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, copy of a communication from 
the officer in charge of the ex-Ameers of Scinde, at Poona, dated the 4th instant, 
explaining the statement set forth by the ex-Ameers under his charge, in  regard 
to the remains of the late Meer Roostum Khan. 

Born bay Castle, 
8 February 1 850. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) .A. Malet1 Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) ..d. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

From J. H. Peart, Esq., in charge of ex-Ameers, to .A.. Malet, Esq., 
Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 
AT the request of their Highnesses the ex-Ameers of Scinde, I have the 

honour to forward petitions from them and , their relMives in Scinde, which I 
shall feel obliged by your forwarding to their respective addresses. 

I have, &c. 

Poona, 
(signed) J. H. Peart, 

27 February 1 860. 
In charge of ex-Ameera. 

1'RAN SLATJ O K .  

To the Right Honourable Lord Falkl,and, Governor or  Bombay. 

After- compliments and respect&. 
You are well acquainted that our father, the late Meer Roostum Khan, during his lile

time, sened the British G09emment with ficielity, saught to please them, and submiaaively 
vielded nll obedience to them ; but Meer Ali Moorad Khan, in order to obtain ,tb,e object 
of his desires, fraudulently and falsely complained against h ;m, got him banished, a nd became 
the Rais of the country. We at'e the sons of the late Meer Roostum Khan, and it is nearly 
seven years since that we, in accordance with the injunctions of the British G11vernment, 
have appointed Meer Ali Moorad as Rais, and have submitted to him as  such ; since then 
we have sold our household property to maintain ourselves, yet can barely exist ; for it  
is known to al l  that what Meer Ali  Moorad gi ves to us is not sufficient for us ; the incomes 
of the jagheers conferred on us by Meer Al i Moorad are very smal l ,  our families very l arge, 
and domestics many, so we are now in extreme want. Though we had the possession of 
the jagheers, as specified in the sunnuds and o rders given us by our father, the l ate Meer 
Roost nm Khan, from our infancy to the conquest of Scinde by the Company's Governm �nt, yet 
these Meer Ali M ourad has wrested from us, and taken into his owa hauds, and fraudulently 
says that Meer Roostum Khan, in writing, has conferred the Tm·ban o f  the Reyaset on him ; 
�e have waited so long in full expectation of having our rights restored by your Lordship. 

When the Governor-general arrived in Scin,le, we expscted to be delivered frocn the 
oppression of Meer Ali Moorad ; but in consequence of his Lord3hi p ,making a very short 
stay, and of tbe dread of Meer Ali Moorad, we then got no opp'lrtunity of petitioning his 
L01·dship. We now hope that the Government will restore us to our rights and privileges ; 
and we being thus restored, will ever laud the justice of the Government of Britain. 

May the sun of your pro!!perity ever shine brightly. 

(signed) 

(True translation.) 

Mter Ali Murdhan Klun&. 
Meer Ali Akbar Khan. 
Meer Gool,am Malwnced Kht111. 

(signed) .T. H. Ptart, in charge of ex-Ameers. 
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TRANSLATION. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Falkland, Governor of Bombay. 

After compliments, respects, &c. 
WE have already pt'titioned your Lordship regarding our piliable ooadition, but ba.e not 

as yet been favoured with a reply. On this account we are overwhelmed with grief. Alas 
for our misfortunes, siuce even you, whose justice is so well known, have not given us 
redress. 

2. Further, the sons of the lale Meer Roostum Khan, who are our brorhers, in conse
quence of the oppressions which they have suffered from Meer Ali Morad, have petitioned 
the Governor-general of India. These petitions are sent herewith, and v.iill be laid before 
y01J. 

3. Three others of the l ate Meer'1:1 sons have died of "rief, in consequence of rhe loss of 
their father and the ill-usage of Meer Ali Morad ; we therefore hope your Lordship will  do 
us justice, and we pray that the sun of your prosperity may ever continue in meridian 
splendour. 

Poona, l o  February 1850. 
(signed) 

(True translation.) 

Meer Ali Bux Khan, 
Meer Nusseer Khan. 

( signed) J. H. Peart, in charge of ex-Ameers. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secre tary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Board. 

Tm� Ameers may be informed that the matters treated of in these papers 
are under the consideration of Government, and that the memorials will be 
despat ched to their addresses. 

(signed) Fai,kland. 
117. Cotton, 5 March 1850. 

(True copy.) 

J. P. Willoughby. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 62 of 1850.- Secret Department. 

From A .  Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
Dr. J. H. Peart, in charge of ex-Ameers of Scinde, Poona. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow• 

ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th ultimo, submitting certain memo
rials from the ex-Ameers of Scinde under your charge, and their relations in 
that province, and to request that you will inform the ex-Ameers that the 
mattel's therein treated of are under the consideration of Government. 

2 .  The memorials to the address of the Most Noble the Governor-general 
of India and the Commissioner in Scinde have been forwarded to their 
destination. 

Bombay Castle, 
1 3  March 1850. 

(True copy.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

G G 2  
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No. 26 of 1 850. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
Sir H. M. Elliot, K.C.B., Secretary to the Government of India 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 

to you, for submission to the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, copy of 
a letter from the officer in charge of t.he ex-Ameers of Scinde, dated the 27th 
ultimo, submitting memorials from the ex-Ameets and their relations in Scinde, 
to the address of his Lordship. 

Bombay Castle, 
1 3  March 1 850. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Malet, 

(True copy.) 
Chief Secretary. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 64 of 1850. 

From A .  Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to R. K. Pringle, 
Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 

to you copy of a letter from the officer in charge of the ex-Ameers of Scinde, 
at Poona, submitting the memorials from the ex-Ameers and their relations in 
Scinde to your address. 

Bombay Castle, 
13  March 1 850. 

(True copy.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A.  Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 

(signed) A. Mal.et, Chief Secretary. 

No. 30 of 1850. 

From Sir H. M. Elliot, K .c:a., Secretary to the Government of India, to 
A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to vour despatches, dated the. 31st January and 8th February 

last, No. 1 1 3, I am directed to request that the ex-Ameers of Scinde, residing at 
Poona, may be informed that the Governor-general in Council cannot consent 
to their proceeding themselves to Scinde, but that there is, of course, n o  objection 
to their send ing there for the purpose of interment the remains of the late Meer 
Roostum Khan. 

Fort William, 
20 March 1850.  

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. M. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Ma let, Chief Secretary. 
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MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief and the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

DR. PEART, in charge of the ex-Ameers in Poona, should be requested to 
communicate this decision to those gentlemen, in reply to their application, 
transmitted in his letter of the 27th February last. 

(signed) Falkland. 

2 April 1860. 
(True copy.) 

W. Cotton. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) ..4.. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 1 ,617 of 1860.-Political Department. 

.From H. E. Goldnnid, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
Dr. J. H. Peart, in charge of the ex-Ameers of Scinde, Poonah. 

Sir, 
W ITH reference to certain memorials from the ex-Ameers of Scinde, under 

your charge, transmitted with your letter, dated 27 February last, I am directed 
by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to forward to you copy of a 
letter, No. so, of 20th ultimo, from the Secretary to the Government of India, 
and to request that you will communicate the decision therein contained to those 
_gentlemen. 

Bombay Castle, 
9' April 1 860. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Secretary to Government. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 63  of 1850. 

From Sir H. ii,!. Elliot, K.c.n., Secretary to Government of India, to 
A . •  Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Governor-general in Council to transmit, for the con

sideration and orders of the Right honourable the Governor in Council of 
Bombay, the accompanying translations of the two memorials from the ex-Ameers 
of Scinde, to the address of the Governor-general , which were received with your 
letter of the 13th ultimo, No. 26. 

Fort William, 
3 April 1850. 

I have, &c. 
(isigned) H. M. Elliot, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

TRANSLATION, 

To the Governor-general of India. 

After compliments and respect,;.. 
WE have petitioned the Commissioner to in form him of our miserable condition, and we 

now beg to inform you of the sume. 
We hope that you, who11e justice is so well known, wi l l  deliver us from the oppressions 

and tyranny of Meer Ali Moorad, and will restore to us the jageers which were allotted to 
us by the lute Meer Roostum Khan, a� memioued in the sunnuds which be gave to us, and 
which are now in our pussession, und also the lands which we ourselves had purchased. 
We strongly hope that justice will be done at.-cording to the well-known liberality and 
munificence of the British Govcrnmeut. 
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You are well aware of our expenses and the state of our lands. 
If you commiserate our condition you will deliver us from the hands of Meer Ali 

Moorad, and we w i)l spend the remainder of our days in praying to Heaven for the pros
)>erity of the Company's Oovemment. What more shall we lldd ?  

May the sun of British properity ever continae reaplende11t. 

(signed) Meer Mahomed Ali, and 
.Ali Mahomtd. 

(True translation.) 
(signed) J. H. Peart. in charge of ex-Ameers. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) H. M. EUiot, i;;ecretary to the Government of India. 

'f'RAl!fS LATI O N. 

To the Governor-general of India.  

After compliments and respects. 
You are well acqua inted that our father. the  late Meer Roostum Khan, during his 

lifetime, served the llritish Government wi1 h fidelity, sought to please them, and submis
sively yielded all  obedieuce to them ; but Meer Ali Moorad Khan, in order to obtain the 
object of his desire�, fraudulently and falsely complained a�ainst him, got h im banished, 
and became the Rais of the country. We are the son s  of the late Meer Roostum Khan, 
and it is nearly seven years since that we, w acco 1 dance with the injunctions ofthe British 
Government, have appointed Meer Ali Moorad as Rais, and have submitted to him as such; 
since then we have sold our househo l d  prope1ty to maintain ourselves, yet can barely 
mana�e to exist, for _ it is known to_ a l l ,  that what l\1eer Ali Moorad gives to us is not 
sufficient for us ; the incomes of the Jageers conferred on us by .Meer Ah Moorad a re very 
small, and our families very large, and domestics many, so we are now in extreme want. 
Though we had the possession of the jageers, as  �pecified in the sunnud and orders given 
to us by our father, Meer Roostum Khan, from our infancy till the conquest of Scinde by 
the Company's Government, yet these Meer Ali Moorad had wrested from us, and taken 
into his own hands, and fraudulently says that Meer Roostum Khan, in writing, has con
ferred the Turban of the Reyaset on  him. We l 111ve waited 110 long without petitioning 
you, in  full expectation of receiving our dues f, om the munificent Government of Britain ; 
we rejoiced greatly to hear you wne coming IO Scilllle, fur we thought, that as the Almighty 
has given you a large empire, and as no pri nces in d istress a n d  reduced circumstances 
under you are tyrannized over as we are by Meer Ali Moora<l, that you will, according to 
the usual Royal generosity of the Brit ish Government, restore us to our rights and 
privileges, and we being thus restored, will ever laud the justice of the Government of 
Britain. May the sun of your prosper ity ever continue in meridian splendour. 

(signed) 

(signed) 

(signed) 

(signed) ]'tleer Ali Murdan Khan. 

(True translation.) 

Meer Goolam Mahomed Khan. 
Meer Ali Ack.bar Talpoor. 

J. H. Peart, i n  charge of ex-Ameers. 

(True copy.) 
H. M. Elliot, Secretary to the Governmient of India. 

(True copies.) 

A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 101  of 1 850.-Secret Department. 

From H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter, dated the 13th Marc� 

last, No. 64, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council 
to transmit for any remarks you may have to offer, copy of a letter from the 

Secretary 
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Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 3d ultimo, No. 53, together 
with the translations of the two memorials therein alluded to, to the address of 
the Most Noble the Governor-general. 

I have, &c. 
Bombay Castle, 4 May 1850. (signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Secretary to Government. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 897 of 1 850.-Secret Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourable Viscount Falkland, 
Governor and President in  Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Goldsmid's 

letter, No. 367, dated the 4th instant, with accompaniments, from the Govern
ment of India, and beg to refer your Lordship in Council to para. 28 of the 
Memo-random submitted by me to the Most Noble the Governor-general on our 
relatio ns with his Highness Meer Ali Morad, as containing all the remarks it 
occurs to me to offer on the subject of the two memorials to the address of the 
Governor-general, translations of which accompanied Sir H .  Elliot's letter, 
No. 53, of the 3d ultimo. 

Kur-rachee, 23 May 1850. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner in Scinde. 

(True copy.) 
{signed} A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

�� UTE by the Right Honourable the GovernQr, concurred in by the HonouraQie 
Mes&rs. Wil/011,9hby an� Blane. 

Tuns letter may now be recorded ; it is possible that the papers we are about 
to fo, .. w.ard to the Most N oble the Governor-general, relative to Ali Morad, may 
lead to some amelioration of the condition of these unfortunate Ameers. 

31 December 1850. 
(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Falkland. 
J. P. Willoughby. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

From J. H. Peart, Esq ., in Charge of ex-Ameers, to A. Malet, Esq.,  C\lief 
Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 
AT the request of their Highnesses the ex-Ameers of Scincte, I have tbe 

honour to forward two memorials, one to the address of the Most Noble the 
Marquis of Dalhousie, K.'f., Governor-general , and the other to the Right 
houoarable the Viscount Falkland, Governor of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 
PoGDB, �I September 185 0. (signed) J. H. Peart, 

In charge of ex-Ameers •. 
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T R A N S LATION. 

THE M emorial of Ex-Ameers Ali Buksh Khan and Nusseer Khan lo the Right Honourable
Lord Falkland, Governor of Bombay. 

After compliments. 
WHEN we were unfo1 lunately banished from our native land to India, we entertained the 

hope that, on account of our innocence, which is well k nown to the British Go,ernment, 
they would soon give us our freedom and restore us to our  country. Consequently, when 
the monthly allowance of 4,200 rupees, granted us  by the British Government, was not 
sufficient to cover our expenses, we laid not our case before them, and spent the little 
money which we had brought with us from our country, and the donation made to us by the 
Government in defraying our expenses. 

But as these resources ar� exhausted, and as our necessary expenses are great, and we 
are incurring debt, we are compelled to bring our case before your Lordabip ,  and pray thnt, 
till we are restored to our country, you will be pleased to- grant us, according to the well
known and world-envied generosity of the British Government, and according to our own 
rank, an increase to our monthly allowance. 

And it is customary with the British Government to protect princes and their families 
when they take their country under their administration, as they have, to a certain extent, 
done to the sons and families of the late Ameers of Hyderabad, who are better paid than 
we ; we think it very strange indeed that �ince the families of the late Ameers of Hyder• 
abad are m aintained at the l iberality of the British Government, our own brethren and, 
families !!hould still be Jc.ft unprovided for, and they have hithe.-lo maintained themsel,es 
by selling their property. Besides, they are tyrannised over by Meer Ali Moorad. P� 
v1ously, when we had beard of their di11tress, we had sent them a little assistance ; but as 
now we ourselves are in want, we cannot do so, which has saddened our hear1s. 

We therefore pray that your Lordship will commiserate our deplorable condition, grant 
us  an increase to our allowance till our restoration, and provide for our brethren and 
families, who are reduced to utmost penury and oppressed by Al i  Moorad, and forward the· 
accompauying memorial to Lord Dalhousie. 

And may the sun of your prosperity ever continue i n  its zenith. 
(signed) Ali Bukah Khan Talpaor. 

(Troe translation.) 
Nuuet!r Khan Talpoor. 

(signed) J. H. Peart, in charge of ex-Ameers. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the .Governor, concurred in by the H onourable 
Messrs. Willoughby and Blane. 

TuE memorial to the Most Noble the Governor-general should be sent with a 
copy of this. It is possible that in  considering the case of Ali Moorad, his• 
Lordship may see nt to ameliorate the condition of some of the membenJ of this, 
family. (signed) Falkland. 

31  December 1 860. J. P. Willoughby. 
D . .A. Blane. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) .A . .lllalet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 6 of 1851.-Sccret Department. 
From A. Malet, Esq.,, Chief Secretary to Government, . Bo�bay, to Sir 

H. M. Elliot, K.c.e., Secretary to the Government of India, with the Most 
No�le the Governor-general, Camp. 

Sir, 
As connected with my letter, No. 2, dated the 3d instant, I am directed _to 

transmit to you, to be laid before the Most :Noble the Governor-�eneral of India, 
a memorial to his Lordship's address from the ex-Ameers of Scmde, Ah Buksh 
Khan and Nusseer Khan, together with transcript of one to the Right honour
able the Governor of this Presidency, and of his Lordship's minute thereon, 
dated the 31st ultimo. I h &c ave, . 

Bombay Castle, 
7 January 1851.  

(signed) 

(signed) .A . ...  Walet, Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 485 of 1850,-Political Department. 

'From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honourable Viscount Falkland, 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, 
W1m reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter, No. 3,674, dated the 

23d August last, with accompaniment, from the Secretary to the Government 
of India with the Governor-general ,  I have the honour to transmit translate of 
a letter from the ex-Arneer Mahomed Hussun to my address, declining to accept 
the pension of 500 rupees per mensem which i t  was proposed to assign for his 
maintenance. 

2. I take this opportunity of forw�rding, for the information and instructions 
of your Lordship in Council, copy of a letter, No. 94, dated the 27th ultimo, 
from the officiating col lector of Shikarpoor, reporting the arrival in Scinde of 
the widow and daughter-in-law of the late Meer Roostum, alluded to in the last 
para. of Sir H. Elliot's letter, with their attendauts. I am not aware that there 
would eventually be any great objection to allowing these ladies to reside within 
the province, but I am of opinion they would be better out of it until om· 
relations with his Highness Meer Ali Morad are placed on a morn satisfactory 
footing. I will not, however, take any steps for procuring their return, pending 
the receipt of your Lordship's instructions. 

I have, &c. 
(si(l'ned) R. K. Pringle, ° Commissioner in Scinde. 

Kurrachee, 9 l\Jarch 1 850. 

No. 04 of 1860.-Political Department. 

From 0. J. JU•L. Fut·rington, Esq., Officiatin!?" Collector, Shikarpoor, to the Commissioner 
in Sci nde, Kurracbee. 

Sir, 
I no n1y,elf t l ie honour to inform you that, when at Sukkur, I recei\· ed intimation of cer

tain of the females of the family of the ex-Ameers Roostum Khan and Nussur Khan having 
arrived in our territory f rom Bh11wulpore ; but, owing to variom1 circumstances, as a!;.0 our 
-having takrn no immediate notice of the i-ons of Meer Mahumed Hussun having returned 
to Khyrpocr, J deemed it expedient to allow the matter to rest until I could nHire quit'tly 
ascutain who the parties were, ond their object i n  comin� to the H.oree district. 

2. I beg to subjoi1 1  a list. I hear  that these parties have hitherto resided with M ahomed 
Hussun, but were inducE'd to travel towards this, in the hope of being able to lay their 
wishes before thr. Most Noble thE' Gover nor-11:eneral on his arriva l  at Sukkur, nnd also to 
visit the mausoleum of the Ameer's family, near Khyrpoor. They are now at Moree, a 
place abou1 four miles to . the north ?f Roree, wher.i they beg permission to. be nll�wed to 
remain and pass the remmnder of their days. M ay I request the favour of your rnstruc
tions on the subject. 

LI ST. 

The " ife of the late Meer Roostum Khan ; the wife of the ex-Ameer Nusseer Khan ; the 
dau�hter of Meer Mooreed HJder ; 20 domestics ; Kitmutgars, Seed&.i;, &c., 30 ; outdoor 
-servants, ,�ood cutters, &c. ,  1 5 ; water carr i ers, 8 ;  camel men, 8 ;  goatherds, 5 ;  moon
shee, 1 ; h is  servants, 3 ;  physician, 1 ; his servants, 2 ;  grooms, 5 ;  cowmen, '7 ;  sweepers, 9 ;  
maid servants, 40 ; Seedee women, 25 ; women water carriers, 4 ;  sweepers, 3 ;  children, 
54. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) 0. J. 1'f• L. Fa,·rington, Lieutenant, 

Offici ating Collector. 
Shiknrpoor, Collecto1 's Office, 2'7 February 1 8/J0. 

(Tt·ue copy.) 
(signed) G. Invtrarity, Assistant Commis,ioner. 

A BSTRACT TaA:N sLATION of Enclosure. 
I HAVE Leen favoured with your lettter, callini?; my att ention to a former one, and request

ing a reply thereto. I Km your servant ; ond if my pension of 500 rupees was increased 
thrt efold, it would not be sufficient for my maintenance. I therefore trust I may recei \·e 
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at the same rate as was given my father, and that I m 1y be permitted to reside in Scinde . 
if not,  that Meer Ali  Morad may be accepted as my security, and I permitted to live unde; 
his care, to which I am agreeable. 

(True abstract.) 
(signed) 

(True copy.)  

G. Inverarity. 

(i,.igned) G. I11verarity, Assistant Commissioner. 

(True topies.) 

(&igned) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

M1NUTB by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by His E xcellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, and the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

'fins should be referred for the decision and orders of the Most Noble the 
Governor-general of India. 

(signed) Falkland. 

19 March 1860. 
(True copy.) 

117. Cotton. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A. 1lfalet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 46 of 1860.-Political Department. 

From A. JJfal,et, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Si r H. M. 
Elliot, K.c.B. , Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William . 

Sir, 
W ITH reference to your letter dated the 3d August last, No. 266, I am 

directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, 
for the decision and orders of the Most Noble the Governor-general of In dia in 
Council, copy of a letter from the Commissioner in Scinde, dated the 9 th inst., 
No. 486, relative to the propriety, or otherwise, of permitting the widow and 
daughter-in-law of the late Meer Roostnrn Khan to reside within the prov ince 
of Scinde. 

Bombay Castle, 
26 March 1860. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretar y. 

No. 1,396 of 1850. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to R. K. Pring1-l', 
Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourai)le the Governor in Council to acknow-

ledge the receipt of_ your letter! �ated the _9th instant, No. 48�, relative to the  
propriety, or  otherwise, of perm1ttmg the widow and daughter-m-law o f  the lak 
Meer Roostum Khan to reside within the prnvince of Scinde, and to inform you 
that this subject has been referred for the decision and orders of t he Most l\obk 
the Governor-general of India in Council. 

I have, &c. 
13ombay Castle, (signed) A. Afalet, Chief Secretary . 
25 March 1850.  

(T rue copy.) 
A. Afalet, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 67 of 1 860. 

From Sir Remy Elliot, K.C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, to 
A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to GovernmCllt of Bombay. 

Sir, 
I AK directed to ackDowledge the receipt .of your letter, dated the 25th ultima, 

No. 4-6, submitting for the orders of Government copy of a Q01;nmunication froei 
the Commissioner in  Scinde, relative to the propriety, or otherwise, of permitting 
the widow and daughter-in•law of ihe late Meer Roostum Khan to reside witl,liq 
the province of Scinde ; and i n  reply, to state that the Gove,rpor-general i11 
Council is not aware of any particular objection to their doing so. His Lord
ship in Council does not understand what effect th� presence of Meer R,oost1.1�'s 
w idow can have on our settlement of affairs w ith Meer Ali Morad. 

Fort William, 11 April 1 860.  I have, &c. 
(signed) H. M. Elliot, 

Secy. to Govr of India. 
(True copy.)  

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 2,011 of 1soo. 

From H. E. GoW�mid, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, to R. K. 
Pri11gle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. 

Sir, 
WITH reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter, dated the 25th March 

last, No. 1 ,396, I am directed by the Right honuurable the Governor in Council 
to transm it,  for your information and guidance, copy of letter from the Secretary 
to the G overnment of India, dated the 11 th ultimo, No. 57,  re lative to the pro
priety, or otl,ierwise, of permitting the widow and daugh ter-in-law of the late 
.Meer Roostum Khan to reside within the province of Scinde. 

Boml>ay Castle, 6 May 1860. I have. &e. 
{signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

(True copy.) 
Se cretary to Government. 

(signed) A.. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Persian Department. 
SUBSTA NCE of a Letter from the Deras of Meer Roostum Khan, Me�r Nusseer 

Khan, and Meer Mooreed Hyder Khan, to the Right Honourable Viscount 
Falkland, Governor of Bombay, without date, and receiverl 10 April 1 850. 

BEFORE this we forwarded our petitions to the Right honourable the Governor-
general of In dia, and to the Co�nmissioner, but unfortunately have not yet 
received any answer. Now, we beg to send our application to your Lord
ship. Since the establishment of the · Honourable Com pany's rule in  this 
country we h·ave been residing at M aree, in the hope that Govemmeut will 
grant a11 allowance for our support according to our rank .  We are awaiting a 
reply to our petitions. SeYeral kings receive allowances for their subsistence 
from the British Government, and we also request the same. We therefore beg 
your Lordshi p will kindly recommend our case to the notice of the Governor
general of I ndia, and let us know the result. 

(signed) C. J. E1·skine, 
Deputy Secretary to Government. 

(True copy.) 
(s igned) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

73. H H 2  



244 PAPERS RELATING TO THE CHARGE PREFERRED 

No. 885 of 1860.  

REPORT of the Commissioner in Scinde. 
THESE ladies are the parties whose prayer for a maintenance was rejected in 

the 2d para. of the letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, No. 
2.65, dated the 3d August last, and whose prayer to be permitted to reside in 
Scinde was assented to in a letter from the same authority, No. 67, dated the 
1 1 th ultimo ; the former is therefore inadmissible, and the result of the latter 
has just been communicated to them. 

(signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner in Scinde. On the Indus, 1 6  May 1 850. 

(True copy. ) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, concurredfin by the Honourable 
Mr. Blane. 

THB Commissioner having informed these ladies of the decision of Govern
ment, this may he recorded. 

28 August 1 850. 

(signed) 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

J. P. Willoughby. 
D. A. Blane. 

A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 862 of 1 850.-Political Department. 

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right honourable Viscount Falkland, 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, 
W1TH reference to my letter, No. 485, dated the 9th March last, and former 

correspondence, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that Meer Mahomed 
Hoossain, eldest son of the late ex-Ameer Roostum Khan, arrived at Sukkur 
without any previous- intimation, during the sitt�ng of the Commission to 
inquire into the conduct of h i s  Highness Meer Ali Moorad, induced probably 
by the expectation that in the course of the proceedings then in  progress, some
thing might turn up to improve his position and prospects. 

2. As his evidence was of importance i n  the m atter under investigation, it 
was taken before the Commission ; but after the proceedings were over I sent 
for him, and told him I was afraid he had brought himself into difficulty by 
coming to Scinde without the permission of the British Government. But 
I recommended him to return with as little delay as possible to the Nawab of 
Bhawulpore's country, for which purpose I would furnish him with a passport 
and escort ; and although I could hold out no promise that the Bri tish Govern
ment would be disposed to modify the decision already communicated to him 
on his affairs, yet, if he would submit what he had got to represent in writing, 
it should be forwarded for the consideration of Go\·ernment. This he  accord
ingly agreed to do, and the enclosed is a copy of the paper, in Persian and 
English, which he has sent to me on the subject. 

3. Meer Mahomed is now advanced in years ; his appearance and address are 
prepossessing ; he was accompanied by h is three eldest sons, fine looking young 
meu ; be has never, I believe, in anyway conducted himself inimically to our Go
vernment since the conquest of Scinde ; and if he were allowed to return to reside 
in this province, I should not myself have any apprehension of his abusing the 
indulgence. I should also be glad to see the pension of 500 rupees per mensem, 

which 
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which it was proposed to allow him, doubled ; for I believe it would be verv 
scanty for the maintenance, in a manner suitable even to his present fallen 
position, of the representative of the eldest branch of the Khyrpoor family, with 
his children and followers. 

I have, &c. 
On the Indus, 1 3  May 1 850. (signed) R. K. Pringle, 

Commissioner in  Scinde. 

To the Commissioner of all Scinde. 

The Tr11111l11tion of the Petiti<.111 of Mt>er Mahomed Huasun K han. 

Most respectfu lly slioweth, 
THAT �·our poor pt- l i 1 ioner, with submihion ancl deft'rence, h1ys his cnse under �-our innate 

dii;1 retion, that it ii:; kno\\ ll that he did n•1t join himself in the battle of Meeanee, nor in 
that of Mere Sl it-rf' Mahomed ; and a f tt-r both the two skirmisht.•s, although your humble 
petitioner wrott: tu Mt-tr Al i  Morad Khan to send him to the Governor S11hib, M et-r Ali 
Muorad n·fu�ed 10 do so ; but he wrote a letter to your petitioner, also sent word by the 
ton�ue of Meer, Khoda Buksl 1 ,  that he will not carry your poor petitio11er to the Governor 
Sahib, for the above-mentioned Sahib " ill imprit-on your pour petition1·r ; rather, the 
fo1 e-mentioned Mt'er Sahib became your petitioner's wul enemy, also determint-d for his 
iuin ; and your pt-titiunt>r being obligt>d, also fearing for h is l i fe and character, went to 
M ooltan, and ludgect thert-, having gone out of this cuuntry ; 11nd i t  is known to you that 
in the house of h i s  Highness Meer Ali Moorad Khan 1be1 e art> many decei ts, the right of 
the British Gove1nment, and your peti 1 ioner was acquainted with them ; also, he having 
thl"' 1.1greemFnt papers i n  his hand, waited for an exact opportunity. Now, when your 
Honor l ame to Sukkur for the �·ourt of this matter, his H ighness Meer Ali Morad Khan 
appointed several fa lse witnesses for des1royin!! the privilege of the British Government ; 
thi11 ll t'WS reached your petitioner's t-ars ; tht n he considued peradventure from the evi
d ence of false w i1 11e�ses the right  of the Br i tish Governmen r be 11poiled, and frum the 
decociion of well-wdahing, you1· �etitioner i n1r1 ,duced himself in your H onor's pre�ence ; 
also, be gave to you four papers 1·egarding the case of Meer P,,or Mashela, throu�h which 
the rig-ht of the Brifoh Government, and the treachery of M ee1· Ali Morad Khan, are 
justified a11J proVl·d ; also your petitiont>r gave evidence for the right 1 ,f the British 
Government bt'lore the mt"m bers of the court ; in th is ca�e your pditioner showed great 
well-wishing, and i n  the i:eC'Ond case, which is known to you also, he gave you two papers ; 
and you1 petitioner will show great well-wishing before this, that the court will meet for it, 
and \\'ill discover tl,e privilt>grs of' the British Government. Oh, honoured s ir, you are a 
chief of the English Government ; your petitioner sho\\ed \\ ell-wishing to his utmos1. Your 
Honor may also 1oh1 ,w even two kindnesses, one is this, that kindlJ eularge bi,; salary 
became the maintrnant e of his great family cannot be carried on in 600 rupees ; the 01he; 
i� th_1s, kir.d ly  to g�ant en:1 1 l i_ceme for l iv_11:g in  _this country of Scinde, 1h!1� he ll!ay pass 
his hfe under the kmd prott-ct1on of the Brtttsh Gonrnment; and your pellt1oner 1s not fit 
for any diaputt>, 001· did he before auy qunrrel ; be went out from the country of Scinde 
merely from 1he enmity of Mt>er Ali Morad Khan. So now your Honor may kindly l>t'slow 
upon y1 ,ur petitioner hi,- two hearty de;;i r es, and if y1 1ur Honor demand any securi1y for your 
pet i tionn then he can introd , , ce : to ; idd more will be stepping beyond the limits of 

respect. 
(True copy.) 

(sigoed) R. K. Pringle, Commissione1·. 

(Trut> copy.) 

(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Mr. Blane. 

CoPY should be sent to the l\J o�t Noble the Go,·ernor-general, with reference 
to. Sir Henry Elliot's _letters of �he 30t� Dece�her 1 84� and 3d August 1849, 
with a request to be mfom1ed ,  1f the mstruct1ons therem contained are to be 
relaxed in favour of Meer Mahomed Hoossan. 

(signed) Falkland. 
27 May 1 850. 

(True copy.) 
D. A .  Blane. 

(signed) A.. "'Valet, Chief Secretary. 
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Manns by the Honourable Mr. Willougld,y. 

I w ouLn suggest that this case should not be disposed of until the report of 
the Sukkur Commission has been considered. It is not improbable that tlaat 
inquiry may have · thrown some light on the condnct of Meer Alee Morad 
towards the unfortunate Meer Roo1ttum and his family, and i t  may also appear, 
that the value of his eldest son's evidence before the Commission, may entitle 
him to favour and indulgence. 

(Aigned) J. P. Willoughby. 
30 May 1850. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

I HAVB kept these papers till after disposing of the Report of the Sukkur Com• 
mission, and aow beg to refer to paragraphs Nos. 9, 10  and, 1 1  of my Minute of 
this day's date, and to suggest that this petition of Meer Mahomed Huasein 
Khan be forwarded with our favourable recommendation to the Government or 
India. 

(signP.d) Falkland. 
14  June 1 86 0. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Mn1 OTB by the Right Honourable the Go\·ernor, concurred in by 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

AFTER an attentive perusal of the accompanying papert1, and a deliberate 
consideration of their contents, I cannot but entirely concur in the opinion 
expressed by the Commission, that his Highness Ali Moorad has been guilty of 
a gross and culpable fraud towards the British Government ; and this fact 
established, we have now to consider what are the consequences, direct and 
indirect, which such a decision involves. 

2. It would seem to be an inevi table result, that the treaty of Nownapoor 
must be deemed nullified by Ali Moorad's own act, and, therefore, that all the 
possessions which he has for so long a time eujoyed, and which he acquired by 
our assistance nuder the authority of that treaty, should be resumed ; and further, 
that all revenue wrongfully received by him during his period of possession 
should be refunded. 

3.  A determination so derogatory to the honour and dignity of the Ameer at 
once deprives him of any right to be regarded with consideration, or treated as 
an ally hereafter ; he must be dealt with according to strict justice, but has 
no claim to favour. It becomes then necessary to determine i n  what, after 
having abrogated the treaty of Nownapoor, that strict justice will consist. 

4. I am not able to discover, from the papers before me, that any treaty has 
ever been absolutely ratifietl between the British Government and Ali Moorad, 
but h ie Excellency Sir Charles Na.pier would seem to have distinctly pledged 
the Goverument to allow that chief to retain his own posse:;sions and those puulic 
estates attached to the Turban. 

6. Beyond this I do not think we can be deemed to have been at any time 
under any spE'cified obligation, and it wi l l  be for the Government of India to 
determine whethe1· this obligation be of such a nature as that it cannot be set 
a<Jide, and the baseness of the Scinde chieftai n punisl!ed by th� confisc 1ti()n 
of greater extent  of te 1·ritory than that wrongfully appropriated, a pnnishmcnt 
of which he seems certainly morally deserving. 

6. Jn 
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6. In paragraph 94 of his Rrport on Scinde, my distinguished predecessor, 
Sir George Clerk, Riys,-

1' Our a11y, Ali Moorad, hears an indifferent character ; he seems addicted to 
field sports to a degree that precludes his devoting any time to the affairs of his 
country or his subjt>cts. In short, from all I can learn about h im, I see no rea
son to think that the ac(;ount given in Lieutenant Forbes' report is in any 
respect erroneous. In my opinion, all we sh9uld do is to give him an impres
sh·e warning, and then leave him to himself. For this chief we have sacrificed 
so much and so many, that if after this warning he is not reclaimed to a course 
more creditable to our adoption, I wo�; ld not hesitate to wrest his territory from 
him." 

From this quota tion, it is evident  Sir George Clerk would have visited the 
mismanagemeut of his own state (an offenc� towards us at least of a much lighter 
nature than the dishonourable and fraudulent deceit he has practised on the 
Bri tish Government) on this prince by the confiscation of the whole of his 
dominions. 

7. In allusion to the case now under our consideration, Sir George Clerk fur
ther says, para. 9 5,-

" In a private memorandum left by the late Governor of Scinde, there stands 
recorded against this chief an imputation of ha-ving, by means of the substitution 
of a fabricated for a genuine document, appropriated a district which bdongs 
to the British Government ; Sir Charles Na pier assumes such to have been the 
case, and apparently anticipating that still nore evidences would be obtained,_ 
recommends that, preparatory to the resumption of the cHstrict in question, the 
Commissioner and the Officer commanding in Scinde should be present at Suk
kur, and the troops in N orthem Scinde reinforced. I fully concur as to the 
propriety of such precautions, if the fact of the forgery be estaLl ished." 

To the expediency of which measures recommended by his Excellency Sir 
Charles Napier, I shall be fully prepared to assent in the event of the Govern
ment of India concurring with the Commission as to the delinquency of Ali 
Moorad, and specifying the punishment to which he should be subjected in 
consequence. 

8. After giving his opinion as to the mode in which the inquiry into Ali 
Moorad's guilt or innocence should Le in some respects conducted, Sir George 
Clerk goes on, in para. 97, to say, in equally strong language with that I have 
cit.ed above,-

" Captain Brown, in his memorandum, mentionit three letters, the contents of 
which afford strong evidence that the country given up did not comprise a dis
trict. Should it be fully established, that Meer Ali M oorad did perpetrate this 
fraud,  his turpitude deserves, not only that he should lose the district so usurped, 
but that he should be deprived of all his possessions."-See Report, para 97. 

And then in para. 98, after eulogizing the character of the Nuwab of Bahawul
poor, and predicting that every reliance might be placed on the fidelity of this 
chief, in the event of any future troubles arising in Scintle or in the Punjab, a 
prediction, the sagacity of which (as well as of that in para. 99, in which it is said 
that " We are in a position in the Punjab peculiarly void of stability, and that our 
next step will probably comprise a movement ou Mooltan, or upon that ever 
turbulen t quarter where the life of the Assistant to the British Representative 
at Lahore has lately been attempted)'' has been amply testified by the late events, 
observes, that in such a crisis our occupation of Upper Sein de would be of the 
highest importance ; concluding thus, (para. I 01 ),-

" If l\l eer Ali Moorad should forfeit Khyrpoor, and I think it not u nlikely 
that ere long he may be considered to merit the forfeiture, i t  may be worth our 
whi le t0 consider whether holding:, as we shall then do, all t l ie left bank of the 
Indus, thP- river it3elf, and the ferries, these last being specified in a new trt•aty, 
it m ight not be advisable to re-establish tbe Talpoorees on the rigl1t bank, and 
thus have a more convenient, less costly, and, as I cannot but consider, a less 
anxious front towards the hills, than we have at present, or can ever hope to 
have in immediate proximity to the restless and hardy tribes inhabiting 
them.' '  

73. H H 4  I have 
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I have referred thus copiously to the views recorded by my predecessor, because 
Sir George Clerk has not only indicated the punishment he would have met.ed 
out to Ali Moorad, if  found guilty, hut has likewise pointed out the manner in 
which the lands that he should forfeit might be in part disposed of. 

9 Mr. Pringle has also, in  paras. 25 and 26 of his memorandum, submitted to 
the Most Noble the Governor-general on the occasion of his visit tu Sukkur and 
dated the 27th of January 1 849, suggested certain arrangements with reO'a�d to 
the lands to be resumed from Ali Moorad, and these suggestions comprise the 
very important matter of the equivalent to be given for the forts in the Desert 
ceded to J ussulmere, for w��ch the payment of compensation has so long bee� 
delayed, as well as a propos1t10n for the settlement of all other conflicting claims 
either territorial or pecuniary, of Ali Moorad and the British authorities, and h� 
discussed at some length (para. 27)  the j ustice and expediency of our makinO' 
pro:vision f?r the junior �-embers of the family of Ali �oorad, �hose history, 
together with thetr cond1t10n and present p laces of residence, will be found in 
the annexed note framed from information given by the e,c-Ameers, now at 
Poona. 

10 .  It  may be remarked that Mahomed H ussein ,  th� eldest son of Meer 
Roostum, has lately entitled himself to the special and favourable consideration of 
the British Government by the very important evidence he gave during the late 
in�e�tigation, which evidence is particularly noticed in the Report of the Com
m1ss10n. 

1 1 .  I would specially recommend to the benevolence of the Government of 
India, the Ameers resident at Poona, viz., Ameer Ali Buk�ha, a younger son of 
Meer Roostum, and Nusseer Khan, the eldest son of  Mobaruck Khan (Meer 
Roostum's brother), and their families, leaving their, at present, unhappy posi
tion , as well as the deserts of the N uwab of Bahawulpore, for the consideration 
of that authority. 

12. I have before expressed my opinion that we have an indubitable right. to 
demand the restitution of all the territory obtained by Ali Moorad by fraudu
lent means, as well as the payment to us of all the revenue derived from such 
territory during the time  it remained under his dominion ; and the moment of 
enforcing our j ust claims seems to me to afford a peculiarly favourable oppor
tun ity for placing all our relations with this prince on a permanent and satis
factory footing. I would therefore recommend to the Government of India, 
that the Commissioner i n  Scinde shall he instructed to enter on a preliminary 
negotiation with the Meer, with a view to determine accurately his rights, and 
the boundaries of his territory, and at the same time to effect -a settlement of 
every outstanding ciaim on either side, when the individual claims adverted to 
in paras. 9, 1 0  and 1 1 ,  can be finally disposed of. 

1 3. In effecting this adjustment, full use can be made of our knowledge of 
the fraud Ali Moorad has committed, and I think it will be more pol i tic thus to 
take advantage of that knowledge to bring about a speedy and satisfactory 
general settlement, than to deal with it as an  isolated act. 

14.  As the original documents in Persian are among the enclosures accom
panyin(J' the report of the Commission, the whole of these enclosures should be 
sent inc original to the Government of India, and in making copies the compi
lation should not be unbound. 

1 5. The thanks of Government are due to Mr. Pringle and the other members 
of the Commission, for the manner in  which this investigation has been con
ducted, and should be communicated to them accordingly. 

(signed) 
14 June 1850. 

Falkland. 
W. OJtton. 
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MEMORANDUM referred to in Para. No. 9, of Gove11_1or's Minute of 14th June 1860. 

M ssa So RAB KHAN, the father of Meer Roostum Khan, of Khyrpoor, lived to the age of 
nearly 100 years ; and 30 or 40 years before his death he made over to Meer Rooatum 
Khan, his eldest �on, the pugree and all his possessions. Meer Sorab Khan had by one 
wife four sons-Meer Roostum Khan, Meer Goolam Hyd er, Meer Moobaruck Khan, Meer 
Ctmkur. He had also by another wife Meer  Ali Moorad, who was the youngest son. 

Meer Roostum Khan, during the lifetime of his father, gave to his brothers as follows : 
To Meer Goolam Hyder, his elder brother, ja�heers, which at hie death were divided 

bet11 een his three sons, Meer Mahomed Khnn, Meer U rumud Kh an, and Meer Goolam 
Mustapha. The two fira1 mentioned now retain in their possessio n some of thosejagheers, 
the rem11inder have been tiiken 11 way from them by Ali Moorad, w ho has also seized upon 
the jagheer of the younger brother, Meer Goolam Mustapha. 

To Meer Moobaruck Khan, his second brother, Meer Roostum rve the p urguona� of 
Meerpoor Mussoowah, Nowakalso, Jumsheer Dahant Juttooee an M hyserat ; also the 
zillas of M11haree 11nd Sidepoor Gotkee Khundhur, Adulpore Kholerah Khashmoon, and 
a garden in the town of Horee. 

To Meer Chakur, his third brother, Meer Roostum gave jagheers, the sunnuds for 
which are now in his possession. 

To Meer Al i Moorad, his half brother, he gave the purgunn:ih of Gogree. 
Meer Moobaruk Khan, M eer Roo,tum's second brother, died about four years before Sir 

Charles Napier went to Scinde, and left five sons ; viz.-

I. Meer Nusscer Khan, now a prisoner at Poona. 
2. Meer Mahomed Ali Kh1tn, residing at M u ngunwalla, about three coss from 

Khyrpoor, 
3, l\teer Fuzeel Mahomecl Khan, who die1I about one year before Sir Charles Napier 

went to Scinde, leaving two sons, Ali Buksh and Ameer Buksh, both now residing at 
Mung-unwal la. 

4. Meer Ali Mahomed, now living at Mungunwalla. 
6. Meer Wullee Mahomed, living at M ungunwalla. 

Mt·er Moobaruck Kh11n, before his death, made over to his eldest son M eer Nusdeflr 
Khan, the following jagheer11,' &c. &c. &c. :-Meerpore Mussoowah, a?out 40 coss from 
Khyrpoor ; Nowakalso Jum�heera Dahunt Julloobee, and Mhysa. Besides these he gave 
different jaghens· that bP. had pnrchaserl from the Puttons near f;hikarpoor, the sunnuds 
for which can be procured. He also guve him Kothera, about 40 cuss from Hyderabad, 
and Kushmoor, in the zilla of Khur, 11ear the city of Rozan, and Guoderah, about six coss 
from Khyrpoor. 

To his second son, M eer M ahomed Ali Khan, Meer Moobaruck gave the zilla of Maharee, 
about 40 cosR from Kh_yrpoor, also some lands that he had purchaliled from the Puttans 
near Shikarpoor. 

To his third son, M eer Fuzeel Mahomed Khan, he gave Sidepoor and some of the land■ 
purchaged from the Pattans. 

To his fourth son, Meer Ali Mahomed, he gave Golkee, near Meerpoor. 
To his fifth son,  Meer Wullee M ahomed, he gave Ahdilpoor. 

Besides the abovr-mentioned purgunnas, &:c. &c. 1 here are other lands to which right 
was disputed between M eer Nusseer Khan and Meer Al i Moorad. Of this Colonel Outram 
1s awa1 e. The names of the places are Bubburlow Obree, between Khyrpoor and Roree, 
�hahbella M homdebagh, Malanee and Narah ; to these it is supposed Meer Ali Moorad 
cannot prove his right. 

Meer Roostum Khan, about a year before Sir Charles Napier arrived in Scinde, had 
eight a;ons :-

1. Meer Mn homed H ussein Khan, at, present residing in Bhawul Khan's territory. 
2. M eer Ali U k  bar Khan, r1 siding at M hi r apoor. 
3. M t er Al i  M u i dah Khan, re� id ing al Mhirapoor. 
4. Meer Shere M ahomtd, died abou1 IO months ago, leaving mother, wife, and one 

daughter. 
6. :Mt·cr Ali Buksh Khan, a prisoner at Poona. 
o. l-J etr Goola111 M ahomed Khan, residing at M hirapoor. 
7, Meer Mooret'd Hyder, died about six years ago, leaving one daughter. 
8. Meer Dost M ahomed Khan, died about two years and a half ago, leaving wife 

and mother. 

Meer Mahomed Hussein Khan ; Meer Ali Uk.bar Khan ; Meer Mooreed Hyder, one 
mother living. 

Meer Ali Murclah Khan ; Meer Shere Maliomed Khan ; M eer Ali Bukah Khan ; Meer 
Goolam M ahomed, one mother l i ving. 

i3 - I I .  Meer 
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Meer Dost Mahomed Khan, motht:r living, 

Meer Mahomed H usscin Khan, the eldest son of Meer Roostum Khan, can give all 
ne<'e�anry information respecting the purgunnas, &c. &.c. held by him and his brothers 
Ali Ukbar Khan, Mooreed Hyder Khan, and Dost Mahomed Khan (before the eotiqueat 
of Scinde), ae all the documents are in his bands. 

The undermentioned four sons of Meer Roostum, viz.: Meer Ali Murdeh Khan, Meer 

Shere _Mahomed Khan, Meer Ali Buksh Khan, Meer Goolam Mahomed Khan, held at 
the time of the conquest of Scinde, the fi1llowing purgunnas, &.c. &c. :-

' 

Half the purguona of Nowshara ; half the purgunna c,f Khundeara, and a share of e.en 
kind of produr.t ; nlso a share in the administration of j ustice, and management of the two 
a hove-mentioned purgunnRs. 

_ The whole of 1he pul"gunna of Chuck Oomazarcba, and as much ofSub:i.ulcote as belonged 
to Meer Roostum. 

The boundary of the purgunna of Khandiara is the Sorabwa ri•er, and this also was 
included in the shares of the aboVt·-mentioned four hrothers. Meer Roostum also g11n 
to them the half of the purgunnas of Bhuldneea anrl Naharkt>e, together with the whole of 
Roopa, and as much of Shikarpoor a11 belonged to Meer Roostum. 

. In the pur�unna of Luddagagun are some jagheers named Taree Veerum]oo and Sabiblo 
Wawgaree, and Datooree, the town of Lookman, the town Mustee Khan Murre<>, the 
jagheer Sidabad, and th1·ce forts, Gunsee Ooodura, Meeteraboo, and Sehariah ; all  these 
were given to the above-mentioned four sons of Meer Roostum, and were. held by them 
before the conquest of �cinde. To prove this, the documents can be produced, ir 
necessary. 

(True copies.) 

(signed) .A. Maid, Chief Secretary. 

MEMORANDUM by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

I SHALL be obliged by the Chief Secretary informing me where t11e papers 
relating to the case of his Highness Ali Moorad now are. 

Chakoon, 1 5  September 1850. (signed) l'alkla11d. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

l\f EMORAND"t'M by the Chief Secretary. 

THB papers alluded to being in circulation, the Chief Secretary would be 
obliged by the information required by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

(signed) A. Malet, 
1 7  September 1 860. Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

·MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Willcugh�g. 

THE papers relating to the case of Ali Moorad are with me, and I am engaged 
in writing a Minute on the Commission's report. The delay which has occurred 
in the performance of this duty, �ms been occasioned by_ the in.creased business 
which devolves upon me as senior member of Council,_ durm� the abse�ce 
t>f the Right Honourable the Governor at Poona ; by various references w�ch 
his Lordship has been pleased to make to me for my opinion on matters which 
did not admit of any delay (for instance. the recent events in the Persian Gulf, 
which occupied my uninterrupted attention for a whole week, by no m€ans �n 
unreasonable period, when the extent of information submitted to the �oa�d m 
my Minute of the 1 6th instant is considered), and to the fact that two mtncate 

and 
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and important cases, involving life and death, have lately been referred to me 
by the Sudder Fouj daree Adawlut, in my capacity of chief judge of that Court, 
and which could not of course be delayed . These have occupied me exclusively 
for several days. I am fully aware how desirable it is that Ali Moorad's case 
should be disposed of as early as possible ; and his Lordship may depend on my 
heft exertions to perform my part in the case, without any unnecessary delay ; 
but with so many and important matters coming before Government, it is not 
eagy to find the uninterrupted leisure required for such grave and important 
.questions as are involved in the proceedings alluded to . 

18 September 1 850. (signed) J. P. WillougkbJ: 

(True copy .) 
(E-igned) A .  Ma,et, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the :8ight Honourable the Governor. 
1. I DO not wish to hurry the Honourable Mr. Willoughby unnecessarily, 

being well aware of his most indefatigable industry, but 1 have all along been 
anxious that the papers concerning Ali Moorad should be sent to the Government 
of India as soon as possible, and I believe I expressed my anxiety on this point 
in my Minute on the subject three months ago. 

2. My rt>ason w&E this : -The Commander-in-Chief proposed to 1·educe the 
force in Scinde, on the approaching relief, by one native regiment. To this 
Mr. Willoughby objected, on the ground that Ali Moorad's case was pending, 
and might require a strong demonstration of troopR for its solution . 

3 .  The resolution of Government was, that Lord Dalhousie could decide what 
weight was to be attached to this objection, and that in his hands the whole 
matter must ultimately rest. But before deciding the question of reduction, or 
no reduction of force, it appeared to me that the Mo::.t Noble the Governor
general would wish to be acquainted with the facts Qf Ali Moorad's case, the 
dt-gree oC his delinquency, and the hearing he assumed. That I was not wrong, 
I learn by a private letter received yesterday ; Lord Dalhousie is anxiou to see 
the papers, and bas been somewhat at a loss to determine, without them, upon the 
reply to be given to our references respecting the reduction of the force in  Sciode, 
and the Scinde allowances. I cannot, therefore, but thin k  their early transmission 
desirable, and that my Honourable colleague will acquit me of having been 
unreasonable in advocating it. 

27 September 1850. 
(True copy.} 

(signed) Falkland. 

(signed) (A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

M1NUTE by the Honourable Mr. l¥illouhgb!J . 
I HAVE no other observation to offer, except suggesting that these Minutei 

may be forwarded to the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, to account 
for the delay which has occurred in d isposing of Meer Ali Morad's case. 

29 September 1850. (signed) J. P. Wil/ouglibJJ, 

(True copy .) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. B/a11e. 

TnE papers not having yet reached me, I have 110 remark to oft'er. 
ii) Septe111ber 1 850. (signed) D. A. Blane. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A . .IJ,falet, Chief Secretary . 
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M I N UTE by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

MY call for these papers was never intended for record, nor did I expect that 
my observations would go beyond my colleague's and the Secretary's office. 

I am informed that such a proceeding as placing observations of ·the kind, for 
I will not call them Minutes, on the public records of this GoYeroment, or on the 
records of ihe G overnment of India, is  quite unusual. If, however, the Honour
able Mr. Willoughby adheres to his wish, I suppose i t  must in  this instance be 
done. 

8 October 1 850.  (signed) Falkland. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby. 

Mv object in wishing my Minute to be sent to the Most Noble the Governor
general, was that his Lordship might be apprised of the cause of the delay in 
transmitting the Commission's report, and when I dispose of it, I shall refer 
to my Minute of the 1 8th September to account for that delay, and to relieve 
the Government from blarnl', which, if blame be due, should fall on me indi
vidually. 

1 1  October 1 850. 

(signed) 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

J. P. Willoughb!J. 
D. A. Blane. 

A .  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

No BLAME, I conceive, can be attached to Mr. Willoughby. I presume these 
papers may now be cancelled. 

(signed) Falkland. 
1 -'  October 1 850. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

M1NVTE by the Honourable Mr. IYilloughby. 

I DO not wish my explanation on this subject to be cancelled, as I intend to 
refer to it in my Minute on Ali Morad's case. 

1 7  October 1 860. 
(True copy.}  

(signed) J. P. Willoughb!J. 

( signed) A. Mal.et, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the H onourable �I r. Blane. 

THE required explanation might perhaps be given separately, instead or heing 
recorded ID this form , and in that view I concur in the Right honourable 
President's proposal. 

(signed) D. A. Blane. 

1 7  October 1 850. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A . ..  Valet, Chief Secretary. 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 

'MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

I All unwilling to prolong this discussion, and therefore accede to the proposal 
of the Honourable Mr. Willoughby (see his Minute 29th of Septemb&), that our 
Minutes up to that date may be forwarded to the most Noble the Governor
general, the subsequent Minutes being also sent. 

(signed) Falkland. 
20 November 1 860. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

M1NGTE by the Honourable Mr. Wil/ougltby. 

1. I NOW proceed to offer my remarks on the report of the Commission which 
assembled at Sukkur, in  April last, for the purpose of invt·stigating a charge of 
fraud  and forgery, committed against the British G overnment by his H ighness 
Meer Ali Morad of Khyrpore. In explanation of the long period I have detained 
these impmtant papers, I beg to aunex the Minute I recorded on the 1 8th Sep
tember last, in reply to an inquiry for them made by the Right Honourable the 
Governor. 

2. I propose to divide my remarks under the five following heads : First, I shall 
state the circumstances wh ich lt!d to the battle and treaty of Nowuahar, which are 
prominently alluded to in these proceedings ; second ly, I shal l describe the 
nature and object of the fraudulent act imputed to his Highness Ali Morad, and 
the manner in which it was perpetrated ; thirdly, I sha l l  briefly r�capitulate the 
evidence, oral as well as documentary, by which  the charge has been supported ; 
fourthly, I shall offer my opinion as to how i t  appears to me the case should be 
disposed of ; fifthly and lastly, I shall notice several points which are alluded to 
in the proceedings, in connexion with our relations with his Highness Ali Morad, 
upon which it seems requisite to solicit the instructions of the Most noble the 
Governor-general of India. 

3. And, first, in regard to the circumstances which led to the battle and treaty 
of Nownahar. When, i n  1838, the British entered Scinde, the rulers of Upper 
Scinde were three brothers, Meer Roostum Khan, Meer Mobarick Khan, and 
Meer Ali Morad Khau. Before them their father, �Jeer. Sorab Khan was the 
Rais·• or head of the Khyrpore branch of' the Talpoors, and possessed the 
whole of Upper Scinde, which at the time we t-'ntered the province, yielded 
a revenue of 20,89,000 rupees per annum. He divided his country into 
four parts, each of his three sons above mentiune<l receiving one portion as his 
hereditary property, and the eldest son Meer Roostum also had a life-interest in 
the fourth part, which was attached to the Turban, which in Scinde is the badge 
of sovereignty or the chiefship. Meer Sohr&b Khan left a willt, d ividing his 
property and ·regulating the succession among his sons, as follows : " I write 
this to let it be known that I h ave divided 11 1y country among my sons, and I 
have �iven each a certificate showing what his share is, rind I have divided the 
whole between my three sons, Meer Roostum Khan, Meer Moouarick Khan, and 
Meer Ali Morad Khan . I have divided the country, with whatever may be its 
annuttl pl'oduce, into four shares ; two shares to Meer Roostum, as specified 
below. The district of Nowshera, Kundeeara, Suddagagun, Boor<likar, Roopa, 
Oboura, Bhoonghana, part ofSubzulkote, fort of Bukkur, and some few scattered 
places, the 1·evenue of half of these, with the Seer Shumame Ijara, Tukat, 
M ehabarree, of all the country, is for the expense of the Turban, and to belong 
to whoever holds it. The other share is to belong to Meer Roostum Khan, as 
one of the three brothel's. The third share, consisting of Ghotkee, Syndpore, 

Mahisra, 

* Ste a very lucid Memorandum, " On the .first connexion of the Briti1b Govc>rnment with Ali 
Morad Khan Talpoor," dated Simla, 5th J uly 1 849, prepared in the Foreign Office of the Governmen, 
of India. 

t For this document, 1te Nos •. 1 5 1  & 1 5� of the Supplement to the Scinde Blue Book. 
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1\lahisra, Jarnsyra, with its dependent vil lages, Mahteyla Meerpoor, and Mee
hurkee, Mooghlee and sundry other places, to Meer Moobarick Khan. The 
fourth share, consisting of Gajree, Khumhyla, fort of Ahmedabad, city of Khyr
pore, with i ts dependent villages, Nara and sundry other places, to Meer A li 
Moorad. I have put each in possession of his district, and have written this wi ll 
to pre\'ent any quarrelling, and for the peace and quiet of my family, and that 
the other Ameers, rulers, and Beeloochees may know that the country is to 
remain i n  the possession of my posterity, according to this my will. If any one 
de,·iates from this, it will be unlawful. I, oeing of sound mind and body, have 
written this my will to prevent any further quarrel l ing.-Dated the 1 4th Zilkad 
1 244, Hijree (18th May 1 829). (Sealed). Sohrab Talpoor." This will was for
warded by Sir C.  Napier to the Governor-general on the date noted in t11e 
margin.  In the summary prepared in the Fo1·eign Office of the Government of 
India, it is stated that Meer Suhrab regulated the succession in the following 
manner : " I do hereby mak� a will to the effect that upon my death the Guddee 
and Turban of the chiefship shall devolve upon Meer Roostum Khan. In fail ure 
of Meer Roostum, they shall belong to Meer Moobarick Khan. fo failure of 
Meer Mooharick, they shall pass to .Meer Al i  Morad Khan." I am unable to 
reconcile these two accounts of what purpQrts to be from the same document . 
but they involve an important question as affecting our proceedi11g� before the 
conquest of Sciude, namely, whether by the custom of that prm·ince the Turban 
or chiefship should devolve on the son• or brother of the last possessor. There 
can be no  doubt that a very short time before his downfall, Meer Roostum had 
en tertained the design of transferringt the Turban to his eldest son, Meer 
Mahomed Hlli-sain,  and this was very probably one of the causes which induced 
Meer Ali Morad to plot the ruin of his family, and which he soon after so suc
cessfulll accomplished. To resume, however : A li Moradt, the youngest. of Meer 
Sohrah s sons, was consiclerably younger than the other two, and, when a minor, 
was placed under the guardian.ship of Meer Moobarick.. During his  minority, 
h e  was unjustly deprived by his guardian of a part of his inheritance. A dispute 
arose in consequence, which was at i ts height when we entered Scinde. Meer 
Moobarick died on the 1 9th July 1 839, and his son Meer Nusseer Khan, now 
state prisoner at Poona, succeeded to his sha"re of the government, and to the 
disputes with Ali Moorad .  The Meer Roostum, in consequence o f  an insult 
offered to his minister, Futteh Mahomed Ghoree, by Ali Morad, espoused his 
nephew Meer Nusseer's c1rnw. Towards the eud of 1 840, Mr. Ross Bell, the 
political agent in Upper Scinde, investigated and decided the dispute in Ali 
.Moorad's favour. But before this decision had been agreed to by the parties, 
Mr. Bell qu itted Scinde for Quetta, and dyi ng soon afterwards, the Upper 
Scinde Ameers brought the case to the notice of his successor, Major Outram. 
This officer. after i nquiry, reported on it to the Governor-general in c onfirmation 
of Mr. Bt>ll's decision . Upon this the Governor-general confirmed the deci11ion, 
but unfortunately the confirmation was not communicated to the disputing 
parties. The following extracts from the Digest of Intelligence, received from 
the Upper Scinde Agency, clearly explain the subsequent progress of the dispute, 
until at last the two Ameers called out their troops, and on the 15th September 
1 842, a battle was fought in the vicinity of Nownahar, and Ali Morad being 
completely victorious, his oppnnents were obliged to purchase peace �y ceding to 
him nine villages, se,·en of which belonged to Meer Ruostum Khan, and two 
(�ahtela and Dadaloo) to Nusseer Khan and Meer i\ l ahomed Ali, the Meer 
Roostum being induced to make this humiliatiug sacrifice i n  order to effect the 
liberation of one of his sous, named Meer Goolam Mahomed Khan :-

" A reconcil iation has been effected between Meer Ali Morad Khan and the 
· other members of the Khyrpcre family, with whom he had been at feud for 

years 

• In a  letler, dated the 10th May 1 842, Mr. Secretary Maddock, on thia point, when sanctioning 
the recognition ,,f A Ii Moorad's rcversionary right to succeed to the Turban, observed, " At the oamc 
time his Lordship, dt'siruus of the prosperity and future tranquillity of the !ltate of Khyrpore, cann?t 
but regret the existence in that state of a course of descent so unreasonable, and calculated to produce 
so much conflict in tbe Khyrpore family." &e Enclosure, No. 57, of No. 379, of Scinde Blue 
Book. 

t llide Scinde Digest of Intelligence, dated the 5th &:ptember 1 84'l. See al,;o Supplcmcn'. to 
8einde Blue Book, No. l ;j!J. 

i Mcmorautlum prepared uy the late Capu,in Brown, fur the Commisi1ioncr in l'M:mdc. 
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vears past ; this was brought about by Futteh Mahomed GboreE>, Meer Roostum's 
minister, and heretofore the implacable enemy of Meer Ali Morad ; ·dsiting 
that Ameer at Deejee-ke- kote, humbling himself before the Ameer for hii o.wn 
previous enmity, and sol iciting a reconciliation on behalf of Meer Roostum 
Khan. On which Meer Ali Morad consented to accompany Futteh Mahomed 
to Khyrpore, where accordingly they proceeded some days .ago." 

" Meer Ali Morad's vakeeJ, Sheikh Ali Husson, waited u pon Captain Brown. 
and appeared anxious to persuade him that a second boundary dispute was 
l ikely to spring up between his master and Meer Nusseer Khan of Khyrpore, in 
which, to avoid bloodshed, it would be necessary for the British Government to 
interfere. Captain Drown i nformed him that Government did not wish to inter
fere, but that such matters should be settled by the Rais.'' 

" During the last week the followers of l\Ieer Ali Morad and Meer Nusseer 
Khan of Khyrpore have come into collision in the neighbourhood of Soonder
beila. One man on each side is said to have been killed. From what I have 
yet learnt, Meer Ali Morad was the aggressor. I have sent out an agent to 
inquire. I informed his vakeel that the case should be referred to the Rais of 
the family, .Meer Roostum Khan, not in the first place to the British Govern
:ment." In a postscript Captain Brown adds, " The disputed boundary lies · 
between the village of Soonderbeila, the property of Meer Nusseer Khan, and 
Shabeila the property of Meer Ali Morad Khan, and ahout 12 koss from Sukkur. 
In the commencement, Meer Ali Morad's party took by force 700 rupees from 
the ryots of the land disputed. The followers of Meer Nus�eer Khan, in return, 
attacked some grain boats of the former, and carried off about 26 khurwas of 
grain. In this a ttack, one man on each side was kil led, and one on Meer N usseer's 
wounded. In addition to this, the followers of Meer N usscer Khan have burnt 
nine houses in Oudar Zukya, the property of Ali Morad. There are now about 
200 men of each party on the ground." 

" On the 1 8th Ju ly more troops of Ali Morad's were crossed over the river, with 
the view of opposing those of Meer Nusseer Khan in the neighbourhood of 
Shahbeila. On the 1 5th, Ali Morad left Dejee-ke-kote, and moved to Khan
pore, with the avowed intention of attacking !Vl eer Nmser Khan in the neigh
bourhood of Khyrpore. Meer Roostum sent his minister and one of h is  sons to 
d issuade him from further prosecuting the quarrel, uut apparently without effect. 
On the 1 8th I received a letter from Meer Roostum to the above. effect, and 
requesting m e  to interfere. I accordingly addre�d Ali l\f orad, stating 
that it would be right and proper, were the dispute between him and Meer 
N usseer Khan referred to the Rais of the family for adjustment ; and at any 
rate, as he had referred his grieYanccs to the Poli tical Agent, he ought not, 
pend ing a reply, to further agitate the matter. In this, as in past disputes, Ali 
M orad would willingly abide by the decision of Meer Roostum h imself, but is 
aware that the minister hostile to h im, not the Ameer, would decide the 
case." 

" Th e  dispute between Meers Ali Morad and Nnsseer -has llt'en adjusted h)' 
Meer Roostum Khan, who has promised to proceed to the d isputt>d boundary.  
and himself decide the  case. To th i s  Meer Ali �forad was will ing from the  first 
to agree." 

" The Ameers of Khyrpore remnin quiet, though M ('cr Ali Morad and :Meer 
Nusseer Khnn continue to co11ect troops in their villages near Shaheila. 1 2  miles 
from Rhikarpore. The former is said to have invited 800 sowars from Mooltan, 
and made large promises ta Beloocl1ecs at Shikarpore and Kliyrport>, to induce 
them to enter his service." 

On the 4th August, Ali Morad lost his eldest son, Meer Sohrab Khan ; but in 
the Digest of the 8th it is noted, " Meer Ali Morad and Nusser Khan continue 
col1ecting troops." On the 1 5th, on the other hand, it is stated, " Meer Ali 
Morad and Nusseer Khan of Khyrpore have made up their past differences, but 
still continue collecting troops." On tht! 22d there is an eutr�·, '' Meers Roostum 
and Ali Morad continue collecting troops under the pie� of family differences." 
On the 29th, " The Ameers continue as heretofore collecting troops, on the old 
plea of existing differences between Meers Al'i .Morad and N m:seer Khan." On 
the 3d September, " Sha<lee Boota, a vakeel o f  Meer Ali Morad, waited on his 
Highness Meer Roostum with a mtssage, bidding h im to pr�pare his forces to 
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meet h im  (Ali Morad) ; Meer Roostum's reply is given, to the effect that his 
followers are collecting.'' 

" At Khyrpore the Ameers continue collecting' their followers. Meer Ali 
Morad has a large force ai;sembled at Dejee-ke-kote. One reason given for this 
is, that Meer Roostum Khan has it in contemplation tu trausfer his Turban of 
chiefsbi p  to his eldest Ron Meer Mahomed Hussein. This arrangement is said 
to have been agreed to by all the chiefs of Upper Scinde, except Meer Ali Morad 
and Meer Ali Murdhan, son of Meer Roostum, and his three brotliers. Meer 
Nusseer Khan and Futteh Mahomed Ghoree, the minister, have, I know, been 
deputed from Khyrpore to Bortee, where Met!r Mahomed now iB, to accompany 
h im to Khyrpore. Three vakeels have been deputed to Meer Ali Morad, in the 
hope ut' being able to bring over that chief, as it is of importance at the present 
time there should be but one party among the Ameers. He however declines 
having any connexion with a party with Meer Mahomed Hussein at its head!' 
In the Digest of the 1 3th  September, it i s  mentioned, " t.hat Meer Mahomed 
Hussein would not proceed to Khyrpore, and that A li Morad continued to 
decline to join the party." A new point of dispute has arisen been Meers 
Roostum and Ali Morad, the former refusing to give in  marriage a daughter . 
( who had been betrothed to the eldest son of Ali Morad, recently deceased), 
with the 1:1econd son of Meer Ali Morad. These are stated to be the causes why 
Meer Roost.um had issueci purwannahs, call ing on all his followers to assemble. 

As • far as I can learn, it is not understood at Hydrabad that the troops col
lected hy the Khyrpore Ameers are intended for any other purpose than that of 
supporting their internal feuds. 

" On the evening of the 1 3th September Meer A li Morad's force marched to 
the neighbourhood of Khanpore near Kote of Meer Nusser Khan and fired, as is 
apparently customary in this country, guns in defiance, with blank ammunition.'' 
Heard of the arriv3l of Major-general Sir Charles Napier at Kurrachee, with a 
detachment of Her M ajesty's 28th Regiment of Foot. On the 14th September 
a deputation waited on Capt. Brown with a letter from Meer Roostum. The 
deputation at once alluded to the unjustifiable conduct of Meer A l i  Moorad, and 
stated that the dispute existing between him and Meer Nusseer Khan, Meer 
Roostum was w ill ing to decide. On this Captain Brown addressed a letter of 
remonstrance to Ali Morad, informing: h im that " he could see no necessity for 
his acting thus hastily ; that dis:'lensions in a country were bad, but most par
ticularly so among relations ; and that when they <lo exist, the parties should 
listen to the advice and decision of the Rais, or head of the tribe." He con• 
eludes hy observing that, " with the exceptiun of this dispute, which I conclude 
will end as u sual without bloodshed, as Me�r Roost: 1m, I understand, has written 
to inform M eer Ali l\Ioorad of his intention of moving out to decide the case, 
which is a pettv vi llage quarrel, which has been allowed by interested parties to 
be made much "'of, all remains quiet in Upper Scinde." 

Before, however, Captain Brown'� letter reached Ali Morad, the parties had 
fought the battle of Nownahar. In the Digest of the following day, it is repcrted 
" An action took place yesterday in _the neighbourho0d of Khyrpore, between the 
followers of Meer Ali Morad, and those of Meer Roostum Khan and Nusseer 
Khan, in which the former were victorious ; the loss very trifling ; 60 ki lled of 
the latter party, and 12  of the former. Meer Mahomed Ali, brother of Meer 
N usseer Kl1an, is said to have been wounded ; hosti litits have for the present 
ceased. The following is a clear account of the action . Yesterday morning 
(1 5th September) Meer Ali Morad took up a position with his whole force at 
Buksh, Ali Khan Talpoor's village. Meer Roostum. Meer Nusseer Khan, l\leer 
Zangee Khan, Meer Mahomed Ali Khan, Ali Mahomed Khan, Meer Shere 
Mahomed, Wullee Mahomed Khan, Meer Ali Buksh, :\1eer Al i  Akbar, .Meer Ali 
Murdhan ,  Meer Morad Hyder, and a host of their allies and retainers, touk up 
their ground on the salt manufacturer's hill, near Captain Kennedy's old 
quarte�, near Khyrpore . M eer Mahomed Ali Khan, Meer Ali Buksh , and 
Meer ·wullie Mahomed immediately advanced rapidly to the Nullah, near the 
Sekunder Bridge, and commenced hostilities. Goolam Mahomed Beloochee 

Chorik1.ye, 

Captai,1 Mylne'a Disest of Intelligence of Lower Scinde Agency, dated 1 3  Septem�cr 1 84t. 
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Charikzye, a follower of Meer Nm,seer Khan, rushed forward with a body of 
men, and seized one of Ali l\lorad's guns.  Hookmul Khan and Syud Ahmed 
Shah, however, wi th an C1Verpowering force rushed forward wi th determined 
violence, drove back Ma homed Al i  Khan's men with great slaugh ter, ti l l  they fled 
to where Meer Roosturn Khan and the other Ameers were seatt>d, when the whole 
of Meers Roostum and Nusseer Khan's force fled back on Khyrpore. M eer 
Mahorned A Ii Khau, wounded in the leg with a matchlock bal l ,  was so hard 
pressed by tl1e enen:y, that with some 40 or 60 men they were obliged to take 
refuge in  a koonur (a salt hi l l ) .  There surrounded Ly Ali  Morad 's force, w ithout 
food or water, they were ,· irtually prisoners w hen my informant came away : 
nor can NusErer Khan's force i:ifford any assistance. Meer Roostu m,  seeing the 
state of things, sent his seal by his son, Meer Ali Murdhan, tu A li Morad,  with 
a carte blanche for any terms he might choose to dictate. Meer Ali M orad 
replied , ' that he came there to fight, and to recover the lands , ind properties 
that Mreni Roostum and M ooharick unjustly seized of his wlwn he was a boy. '  
On the return of l\ l etr Ali  M urdhun ,  Meer Roostu m  and Syud Ali  G ohur, 
taking with them the Koran, proct eded to Meer Ali Morad's quarters to entreat 
him to cease fighting:, and to withdraw.  ,v1w11 my informant came away, M eer 
Roostum and Ally Gohur were sti l l  at Ali l\J ornd's cam p.· The lo�s on Ali 
l\forad's side l ias Leen some 1 1  or 1 2  killed, an<l a few wounded. 0 11 tlie side 
of Meer Nusseer Khan, 60 killed, and a considerable number wounded . Sultan 
Shah Syud is among the kil led. .?\Jeer Ali Buksh is  badly wounded through the 
arm .'' At the conclusion of the same Digest, it i s  stated, ·' Meer Roostum Khan 
and Meer I:\ usseer Khan have satisfied the claims of Meer Ali Morad oy tram
ferring to him nine v i l lages, and hosti l i ties have for t he presrnt been suspended, 
but from Meer Roostum continuing to collect troops au<l repair l iis guns, it is 
generally beli eved that he is temporizing, and intends, when in sufficient force, 
to meet Ali Morad in the field again ." 

" Meer R oostnm and Nusseer Khan continue to collect troops and repai r  their 
guns, with the a,·owed intention of attacking l\Ieer Al i  l\lorad. Meer Roost um 
has again summoned l\1eer Mahomed Hussein, his eldest son, to Khyrpore, 
threatening to make Meer Nusseer Khan head of the Talpour family, sho u ld  he  
any longer refuse to  obey the summons. Meer Roostum issued. orders to sei ze 
certain jagheers belonging to persons who hacl aided Ali  Morad in the late 
fight.'' 

" Sheik Ali Hussein, vakeel of Meer Al i  l\1 orad , waited upon Captain B rown , 
to show him the agreement wriiten i n  the Koran of his master, consequent on 
the late fight at Khyrpoor, by Meer Rornitum Klian .  Captain Brown decl ined 
having any more to say in the matter, as the Ameer h ad not thought fit to follow 
the advice he had formerly givt>n to him on the suhjeet. It  appears that the 
Ameer sent hi!'! m other and aunt to Meer Roostum Khan,  to  endeavour to per
suade him to act u p  to the agreement lately written in Ali Morad's Kora:1 . I n  
this, however, they failed ; and on the contrary, the chief calls on Ali  l\Iorad to 
restore Bubhaloo and the other villages, the right to which, after being so long 
disputed, had been given in h is, Ali Morad's favour." 

4. Such were the circumstances under which the Treaty of Nownahar 
originated ; and I now proceed to the second head of my Minute, namely, to 
describe the nature and object of the fraudulent  act imputed 1o h i s  Highness 
Ali Morad , and the manner in wh ich it was perpetrated . This charge wns 
first officially brought forward • in a memorandum without date, but written 

shortlv 

• In the memorandum prepared for the Commissioner by the late Captain Brown, it is stated, " It 
hns long been rumoured tbat the Kor,m in which the cession of the two villages by Meer N ti�seer Khan 
had been recorded, had been falsified by arlditions bring made, by means of a fresh leaf bi,ing in�erted 
in the Koran, in the place of the original one extracted. Sheikh Ali Hussein ,  ex-minister of Ali 
Morad, now produces the leaf, and states 11s follows regarding the treaty : ' !\leer Roostum came 
to Ali Morad, and wished to make peace. Ali Morad said, " I have expended lacs of rupees in tho 
fight, and have given jagbires to the Beloochees ; how can I mnke peace ? '' Meer Roostum then gave 
him seven villages from himself, and two, namely l\lahtela anrl IJadaloo, from Meer Nusseer Khan. 
He wrote this in the Koran, and sealed it, and then Meer Nusseer Khan and Ali Akbar Khan also sealed 
it ; on this peace was eft'tcted, imd fighting ceased, when a proclamation waa issued that the country 
be) ond Roree was ceded to the British, that belonging to Ali Morad excepted. The Ameer then added 
in the Koran the word " pergun11ah," Lefore the village of " MahtPln ;" he afterwarrls added the words 
'' l\leerpoor'' and " Mehurkee." He discovered that too many words had been inserted, and the forgery 
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shortly before he relinquished the Government of Scinde, by his Excellency Sir 
Charles Napier. It was to the effect that by means of substituting a fabricated 
for a genuine document, he had appropriated to himself a district instead of 
certain vi l lages. In other words, by making interpolations and additions in the 
treaty of Nownahar, he obtained the possession of the purgunnahs uf Meerpoor, 
Mathela, and Mehurkee, im\tead of the villages of Dadaloo, Mathe)a, and seven 
others ; and that he afterwards substituted a leaf in  the Koran, containing these 
alterations copied fairly, in lieu of the one on which they had been originally 
made. I n  the first instance, the alterations were made in  the original treaty. 
I t  appears, however, that from some cause, a suspicion arose that a forgery had 
been committed, and Captain Pope, the Collector of Sukkur, reqHested that the 
Koran containing the original treaty might be sent to him for inspection. This 
demand threw Meer Ali Morad into great perplexity, for the interpolations and 
erasures in the original were too manifest to escape detection. I n  the words 
of one of the witnesses, " after much con11ideration, he (Ali .Morad) proposed 
that as the treaty was wri tten on four pages, and the alterations and erasures had 
only been made in  the first, and the one containing the seals was perfect, the 
first leaf should be taken out, and another written by Peer Ally Gohur, and 
substituted for it." This was accordingly done. The Peer employed to extract 
the o]d. and substitutt: the new leaf, was no doubt selected by Ali M orad because 
he was the writer of the original treaty ; but he could not be prevailed upon to 
commit the fraud until_ A l i  M�rad had given him a certificate of indemnity, 
relieving him from responsibility in the event of the fraud being at any future 
period detected by the British Government. The Peer is one of the witnesses 
in  support of the charge, and states, " the difference made in the treaty as 
originall_y wri tten was, · pergunnah • (district) , was substi tuted for ' deh • (vi llage), 
before Mathela, and the words ' Meerpore bamae Mehhurkee' were written after 
�Iathela." The original treaty of Nownahar was written on the 9 th Shabhan 
1 258  ( 1 5th September 1 842). The fraud was committed• on the issue of the 
proclamation confiscating Subzu]cote and Bhoongbara ; but the leaf was not 
extracted until the 3d Rujub 1 259, 3 1 st Ju)y 1 843, so that between the two 
transactions, there was an in terval of nearly 1 1  months. 

5 .  It now remains to explain the object of this barefaced fraud. Sir  Charles 
Napier arrived t at Sukkur on tfie 4th October 1842. On- the I st December 
following, he  informed the Ameers that in consequence of certain infractions of 
the treaty on their part, he was ordered by the Governor-general to confiscate! 
Rorec and the left bank of the Indus up to the Bhawulpore frontier. His Excel
lency also desired them to meet at Hyderabad, and subscribe their names to a 
draft treaty which he  had received from the Governor-general .  The confiscated 
territory yielded an annual revenue of 6 ,  1 0,500 rupees, and conta ined the fol
lowing districts. On the 1 8th Decembet Sir Charles Napier issued the following 
proclamation : " The Governor-general e,f India has ordered me to take possession 
of the districts of Subzulkote and of Bhoong-bha.ra, and to reannex the said 
districts to the terri tory of his Highness the Nawab of Bbawulpore, to whom 
they wi l l  be imme<l iatt ly made over, l 1 is Highness guaranteeing all contracts 
made between the Ameers and private ind ividuals not within the said districts, 
in such manner as shall be hereafter arranged i n  fulfilling the details of the 
treaty.� I t  is hereby also made known, that if the Ameers collect any reven�e 

m 
was evident ; he became perplexed, and, after some consideration, he resolved that the first page. io 
which he had attempted by scratching out 1ome Portions of words, adde•I to correct its Rppearaoce, 
slould be extracted ; the second, on which were the seals of the different parties, remaining. The 
matter on the sheet extracted, i:ontaining the names of the Tillages ceded, was recopied on a spare 
leaf in the Koran. The writer of the whole was Peer Ali Gobur. The sheet extracted is with me 
here. If you order it, I will give it up.' " Vide Exhibit (C.), No. 6, C. P. 

* Sheikh Ali Hussein says, " At  the time the proclamation was issued, the alteration from ' deh. 
Mahtela,' to ' pergunnah Mahtela '  was made." Peer Ali Gohur that, " when the proclamation w� 
iuucd by the liritisb Government about the annentino of the country, the word ' deb,' (signifying 
village), waa altered i n  the treaty into ' pergunnah,' and in doing BO the paper was SPoiled." 

t Digest of intelligence from Upper Scinde, dated 4 October 1 8.4-�. 
t Memol'lllldum, " On the first connexion of the British Government with Ali Morad," prepared in 

the Foreign Office of the Govt-rnment of Iorlia. 
� Tbi11 alluaion to a treaty which at the time had no existence is curious, and called forth a mild 

remomtrance from Meer Hoostum : " The resnlt to me is that you have iuued II proclamation, that 
in accordance with the new treaty my country, from Roree to the boundary of Subzulci>te, shall be 
conaidered aa belonging to the British Government from the lit January ; a1 yet I have not enttred 
into any trc,aty to this effect." 
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in ·advance, after the 1st January 1 843, or shall impose any new tax upon the 
ryots of the above-named districts, the said Ameers shall be amerced to that 
amount in arranging the new treaty ; and this amercement shall be enforced to 
a larger amount than the Ameers may have so levied upon the people of the 
ilaid districts." (Signed) C. J. N api,er, Major-general. 

6. Shortly after the conqnest of Scinde. " Sir  Charles Napier reported to the 
then Governor-general, Lord Ellenhorough, the principles by which he had been 
gui ded in the occupation of the territory acquired by that event, which were to 
recognise as being conformable to the law of the country and creed of the par
ties, by which we were bound by treaty to abide, the assumption of the Turban 
or badge of sovereignty by Meer Ali  Moorad, i n  virtue of the voluntary• 
resignation in his favour of his elder brother, Meer Roostum,  any retractation of 
which was Ly the same law inadmissible ; and the appropriation of the lands 
which had bdonged to Meer Roost.um, both in right of the Turban and as his 
personal patrimony, under a will of their father, Meer Sohrab, in  as far as they 
were i n  Meer Roostum's rightful possession at the outbreak of the war ; also to 
recognise Ali Moorad 's right to all such lands as were in  his own rightful 
possession at the same period, and to retain all the rest for the British Govern
ment, i n  right of conquest or of forfeiture imposed on the Khyrpore Ameers 
generally, for breach of engagement previous to the war." � I shitll hereafter 
have occasion to show, Lord Ellen borough assented t to these principles, with 
-0ne important exception. With much reason, his  Lordship questioned the 
legality, freedom, and authenticity of the transfer of all his personal patrimony 
by .Meer Roostum to :\teer Ali Moorad. 

7. Hence it will be at once seen that it was Ali  � Ioorad's interest to establish 
as large a possession as possible, north of Roree, at the outbreak of the war ; and 
in order to effect this, be did not scruple, immediately after he had raised h imself 
to power on the ruin of h is  brother Ameen�, tu ;eractise a shameless fraud on the 
British Government, by deceiving Sir Charfes ID the manner above-nieuti,)neu. 
Accorclirigly, OD the 7th October 1 843, he addressed the following letter to Sir 
Charles Napier : " Meer N' usseer Khan, son of the late Mobarick Khan, harl 
given me in writing on the Koran, the pergunn.1h Meerpoor, Mathela deb 
Dadaloo and Soondabugla, three villages which were formerly in his uwn 
possession. A copy of the page in question has already been seen by you, and 
the matter is as clear as the sun at noonday. About a month ago Captain Pope 
came to Khyrpore to inquire into the question of the transfer of the ' Pugree, ' 
and at that time also examined into the above case, taking the evidence of many 
respectable witnesses as to the writing in the Koran, such as Meer Shungi Kha1i, 
Kumal Khan Tulhanee, with many others. Besides this, you wrote t me, j u3t 
before you left Sukkur, that you would confirm me i n  the possession of the 
aforesaid pergunnah and villages ; I therefore now write that I may be confirmed 
in the pergunnahs and villages aforesaid." Captain Pope was § directed by 
Sir C. Napier to report upon the matter, and after h aving inspected tlw original 
treaty of Nownahar, and of course, in the absence of any charge against Ali 
Morad ,  failing to detect the fraud he was practising, reported as follows : " Peer 
Ali Gohur, the principal Ryud in Scinde, avowed the deed to be in his hand
writing ; of the fact thereof of the deed having been duly written and sealed, 
little cloubt can exist. The balance of testimonv, however, as well as the uni
versal voice of the whole country, is clecidedly against i ts having been sealed 
voluntari ly by N usseer Khan ; he appears to have been seated sullenly on the 
ground, some 1 o or 20 paces from the r�t of the chiefs. On being applied to 
for his  sea l ,  he  i s  stated to have said that he had i t  not with him. The ex
Ameer, Roostum Khan, then went up to him, and after trying all in his power 

to 

• This has always been a disputed point ; Meer Roostum, from first to last, asserting that the trans
fer was compulsory, when by Sir C. l\apier's advice he had placed himself in Ali !\Ioorad's power, 
in his stronghold of Dejee Kekote. 

t The correspondence between the Governor-general and Sir C. Napier on this subject will be 
found summed up in Exhibit (B.), No. 1 ,  of the Appendix to the Commission's Report. 

t Thia i5 true. On the 1 1 th December 1 84� , Sir C. Nllpier wrote a letter to Al i  Moorad, alisuri ng 
him that " all his rights should be Fecured to him." See Sup. Scimte Hlue Book, No. 7 .  

\ For a more full  account of Captuin Pope's proceedings, I beg to refer to Exhibit (C.), Nos. 1 ,  � 
3, & 4, of the Appendix to the Commi•ion'a Report. 

' 
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to reconcile him to what, he said, was inevitable, put his hands in his nephew's 
waist.band, from which he drew the seal, and applied it to the deed. His 
Highness never • appears to have obtained possession of the places thus ceded 
till the whole country came temporarily into his possession in January 1 843, 
His Highness has frequently and fully admitted to me in conversation that the 
cession was not willingly made. I give his Highness's exact words, " Luskur 
Leea," i. e. it was a conquered country, or one that he won in war. This is 
apparently i rreconcilable with his Highness's allegations i n  his letter to the 
Government of India." 

8. Although in his correspondence with the Governor-general, alludetl to in 
paragraph 6 of this Minute, Sir Charles Napier advocated his Highness Ali 
Morad's claim to retain the country he possessed north of Roree, his right 
thereto has never beea recognised by the British Government, and the fol lowing 
extract from a memorandum t prepared by the Commisiiioner in Scinde, ex
p lains the reason why it still remains in  abeyance. In the meantime a circum
stance had come to Sir Charles Napier's knowledge, or rather he obtained proofs 
corroborative of former suspicion in respect to it, which tended to invalidate the · 
authenticity of one of the documents on which the application of his principles 
t o  the forfeited territory north of Roree had been based. This document was 
a treaty purporting to have been executed between Meer Ali i\J orad, Meer 
Roostum ,  and M eer Nu�eer K han, the son of their brother, Meer Mobarick, 
towards the close of the year 1 842, and shortly before the events which led to 
the war with the British. At  that time the family dissensio11s of these Ameers 
had been brought to the issue of arms, and in an action in which Ali Morad had 
the a,hantage, peace was purcha�ed by the other two, by the cession to him of 
certain lands enumerated in this treaty, which was written in a copy of the 
K oran . In  virtue of this document the lands ceded by Meer N usseer Khan, and 
which would otherwise, as having belonged neither to Meer Roostum nor to "'.\f eer 
A li Morad, have been appropriated by us, in the application of Sir Charles 
Napier's principles, had been appropriated by favour to Meer Ali Morad, as 
h a,·in� been in his rightful possession at the time of the conquest. It was, how
ever, brouglit to Sir Charles Napier's knowledge that a fraud had been com
mitted by Ali Morad in respect to this document, by endeavouring to substitute 
in i t  the word " d istrict " for '' village," in the designation of a place in which 
the vi llage and its surrounJing district bore the same name, and in t.crpolating 
the names of some distl'icts altogether ; and that when this attempt was unsuc
cessful the leaf i tself on which the names were wri tten had l>een extracted , and 
the matter which it bore was wri tten afresh, with the desired altP.rations and 
additions, on another blank leaf of the same Koran, by the same person by whom 
the original treaty had been written. The effect of which \\ as to convey to Ali 
M orad districts of considerable value i n  place of villages of trifling extent. 

9 .  I t  must have been mortifying indeed to Sir Charles Napier to have 
d iscovered that one for whom h e  had done and sacrificed so much could have 
been gui lty of such an _ im pudent fraud. :J: And I now pass on to the third head 
of m y  Minute ; namely, to recapitulate the evidence, oral and documentary, by 
which the charge agaiust Al i  l\Jorad has been supported. 

1 0. I would 

• On the 1 1 th  A ugust l 84:l, Captain Pope submitted a sketch of the country between Roree end 
Subzulkote, and observed, " HII the whole of the country in qu�tion was by a proclamation, issued by 
his F-xcellency in December -. 84�, declared to be Britiah territory fr,,m and after the ut Januwy 
1 843 . his I l ighnef>s Ali Morad cnnnot found a claim to 1tny portion of it, either on the C(•saion 10 
hin, by Men Roostum of the whole of his kingdom, sub1.1equent to the issue of the prodamation 
ttdvertt"ll to,'' ,\ c. &c. 

t Dated the �7th December 1 849, " On the rel .tion1< of the Britioh Government with h is Higlin� 
Mcei- Al i  \ lorad, of K hyrpore." Vuie Exh1t,it (B.), No. 1 ,  of the Apvendix to the Commis,ion·s 
J : eport. para. l � .  

t On Lhe  'J t � l St>ptemher 1 · 411, S i r  C. Napi,-.r informs M r  Prin11le, " \\'hen I gave Ali Morad what 
he claimed (mmu ly. :;\h-erpore Mahtl'la, I think). a� having been mnde over to him in the Koran 1,y 
!\Jen 1 : 01 1bt1 1m, I wa� pr<.-t l y  well uware that he had no right to the district, which was rich, and 
that he had onl_v a right to the vil l:1gP, which was an affair, llS he told me himself on the march to 
Ema11 1J!l llh,  1r ifl in1,: in  amount. \\'hen we came, aftl'1 w11rd�, 10 settle our accounts and bounrl:iriu, 
he d; i i 11 11:l! the dis trict, with s"rue 40,000 rup .. t·S annual I_\ , He produced the Koran, and in a leaf 
of it \• a, .... ritten tl iut thi, di,t r irt he ren·ivtd on the field of battle (I forget the name, but it wa,i 
fought ,war H oree, in  the end of 1 842 ). I was awa, e of the trick he was playi11g, hut h .. d no proof; 
I was huwevcr, or ,  the loo!,- nut, and just befot t I l t:ft Ku a rachee I discovered the fo�gea y he had 
comn , 1 1  ed , and made over Llw proofs to l\1r, 1'ri11gle, or 11t lea&! I ga\·e ti:iem lo Captain Bru,rn, 
secretary.'' 
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10. I would first notice, in terms of great satisfaction, the ability, care, and 
impa1'tiality with which the Commission conducted the inquiry. The inquiry 
commenced on the 20th April at Sukkur, and terminated on the " sth May. At 
the outset, the Commission addre8sed a letter to his Highness Ali Morad, 
explain ing the nature of the charge against him, inviting him to suggest the 
mode in which the inquiry could proceed with the least ,·iolence to his feelings, 
and informing him that all the evidence would be taken de novo ; and that it 
was optional with his Highness, either to attend  in person or by vakeel, to cross
examine the witnesses for the prosecution, and to produ�e evidence in refutation 
of thei r  allegations. His Highness resolved to appear before the Commission in 
person ,  attended by such persons as he desi red to be present ; and in availing 
himself of his right of cross-examination, and in his comments on the evidence, he 
exhibited much acumen and ability.  At his own request he was supplied with 
copies, not only of the depositions taken before the Commission , but also of those 
which had been previously taken during the preliminary inquiry conducted by 
Mr. Pringle, and was thus afforded the opportunity of exposing the mis-state 
ments and discrepancies which false witnesses, examined at distant intervals, are 
likely to commit. When also, during the progress of the inquiry, th'e docu 
mentary evidence was  found to  press so  h ard against h i s  Highness, the Com
mission addressed his H ighness in w riting, noticing the points which particu
larly called for explanation, and his replies "·i 1 1  be found recorded on the pro
ceed ings. Final ly, the Commission adjourned from the 22d to the 26th April, 
to enable his Highness to prepar.e his defence ; and it m ust, I think, be admitted, 
that if, with all these facilities and advantages, his Highness has failed to esta
blish his innocence, this has arisen from the irresistible and conclusive nature 
-0f the evidence adduced i n  support of the charge, and from no other cause. 

I 1 .  The oral evidence cousists of the testimony, first, of Sheikh Ali Hussein, 
who at the time of the imputed fraud was the confillential minister of hii; High
ness A l i  �Iorad,• but whose service he left in consequence of a q uarrel. He 
states that the cause of quarrel was a remonstrance on his part, pointi ng out 
how wrong it was on the part of Ali :V1orad " deceitfu lly to appropriate ,my 
possessions which belonged to the British Go,·ernment, who had been so kind 
to l 1 irn," and recommending him to restClre them. I do not believe this. I have 
no doubt tl iat the ex-minister was original ly a party to the fraud, and that the 
11 1o ; i ve which has now induced l1im to denounce his master, is i rritation in con
sequence of his not having been sufficiently rewarded with a due share of what 
Ali Morad had unlawfu l ly acquired. lt was this person who first communicated 
the fraud to Sir Charles Napier as being wi thin his p •.'rsonal knowledge, sup
porting h is accusation by asserting that the leaf extracted from the Koran was 
in his possession .  Fortunately this  person, as well as the second witness, were 
-examined several times at distant i ntervals. He was first i nterrogated by the 
)ate Captain Brown, by order of Sir C. Napier ; again by :\fr. Pringle, on the 
0th January 1 850, and finally by the Commission ; and a careful com parison 
of the testimony he gave 0n each of these occasions will show that it is consistent 
t l 1 roughout, a1 1 d  this, therefore, i s  much in favour of his veraci ty. On the sup
position that h is testimony is false, discrepancies aud contradictians cou ld 
scarcely have been avoided, but none of any consequence are ubsen-able. Shei kh 
A li Hussein was present at the battle of Nownal iar, and was an eye-witness of 
the treatv wl 1 ich was then concluded. This treatv was written i n  a Koran bv 
Peer Ali 'Goh ur, the sec'Jnd witness, and the ce1-s1on original ly made consiste�J 
ouly of t l : e  villages of Dadaloo and �1lahtela, and se,·en v i l lages belouging  tu 
Meer Roostum. It so happened that on the day of the battle a letter was rt'cei ved 

from 

• In hi\', final examination before the Co,nmissiun, he states he " was his H ighness A1i l\I.,rad"s ful ly 
accredited minister from the beginni11g of the year of Hijree 1 !l56 ( A .  D 1 8-+ti), to within a few mor>th,; 
of the end of l !l.')9 (A. D .  1 843) ; and ag11in, for a ,hort time, dur111� l 'l f >o \ A .  D. 1 844), when a tt-m
-porary reconciliat10n took place betwt"en us. We soon after quarr, l led ag11i 1 1, and J I Ph hio service 
altogiather." In a letter from A li i\l urad to Captain Bru'll n, he 1s de,q: n°1 1e1 1  uy l i is H i1:h1ll',s a s " my 
fai th ful servant Sheikh Ali Hussein ;" ttnd this is repeated iu  a subs"q11e1,t lt:tter, repor ting 1 hl• haule 
of ,'\. ownnhar and the treaty whid1 fol lowed . ( Vide J::xhiuit ( D.), N o  1 2, , .  I'.) ::--ir C. J\ apicr, 1 11 
a memorandum of instrut:tiuns to Captaius l\Jalet and T!iit ,  appointed to �c11 lc boundaries, d,ned the 
'..lt i th November 1 843, sa�•s of him, " Ht: was very useful tu 1 1 1e dunr.g the " ar, aud, ui; for as I cuuld 
judge, a faithful servant." 
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from_ Captain Brown, remo_nstrating against Ali Morad's violent proceedings ; 
and m the reply thereto, written on the same day, the nature of the cession was 
correctly specified . A correct copy of the treaty was also furnished by depo
nent to a moonshee named Towur M ull, employed by the late Major Clibborne 
to collect intelligence ; an<l three days after the battle, deponent was sent by Ali 
Morad with another correct copy, and the Koran in  which i t  was written, to 
Captain Brown, which copy was depositkd i n  the records of the Sukkur Agency. 
Shortly after the promulgation of Sir Charles Napier's proclamation of the 1 8th 
December 1842, confiscating all the territory belonging to the Khyrpore Alneers, 
with the exception of what belonged to Ali Morad, the latter wrote a letter t.o 
Sir C. 1\apier, claiming the pergunnah of Mahtela, and, in  order to establish 
his right thereto, changed the word Deh, village, before !\Jahtela, into Pur
gunnah, district. In doing this the original document was damaged, and Ali 
Morad required Peer Ali Gohur to write a new leaf. His Highness wrote to 
deponent that the Peer declin.ed to do this without a certificate of indemnity, 
and ordered him to prepare one, which he did. The Peer at the same time 

wrote to deponent that Ali Morad was frightening and threatening to disgrace 
him, and deponent advised him to <lo as he was required after receiving the 
certificate, an<l he did F'>o. The interpolations and erasures on the extracted 
leaf were made some months before the extraction, and remained i n  that st.ate 
until Captain Pope sent for the Koran containing the treaty, when the leaf wa, 
taken out and a new one substituted. His H ighness si>nt the altered treatv t!> 
deponent, and he took it to Captain Pope, who ex.amined but did not de'tect 
the fraud. The extracted leaf was at this time in the Koran, fell out, and 
attracted Captain Pope's notice, but deponent lulled suspicion by equ ivocating. 
The ex-minister enters into very minute d etails regarding the c ircumstances in 
which the treaty of Nownahar arose, and deposes to the fact of Captain Brown's 
moonshee Moideen having, i.u consideration of a bribe of 1 0,000 rupees, .ab
stracted from the records of the Scinde Government the correct copy of tl1e 
treaty furnished i n  September 1 842 by his Highness Ali Morad . • The statement 
of this witness is fully confirmed by Peer Ali Gohur, the next witness in 
i mportance. This person was an influential syud in Upper Scinde. He appears 
to have been employed as the writer of the state papers in -the archfres of the 
Khyrpore family. - He was first examined by Lieutenant YounghusLand, lieute• 
nant of police in Scinde, again hy M r. Pringle, on the 29th December 1 849, and 
finally by the Commission . Like the ex-minis�r, he is  said to have q uarrelled 
with Ali Morad and to have fled from his service, but nothing very preci&e is 
stated as to the nature of the quarrel . He was present at the battle of Now
nahar, was sent bv Meer Hoostum to sue for terms, but failed. He then describes 
how Meer Roost�m himself purchased peace by a cession of certain villages, 
under a treaty wli ich <leponent himself wrote in  the Koran. This account of the 
circurn:.-tances under which the leaf was extracted, and a new leaf in  his hand
writing was substituted, exactly tallies with that of the first witness. " The 
Meer (he deposes) made me enter on the blank page next to the one which had 
been injured and taken out, the words that had been written on it. He does not 
know by whom the erasures and additions i n  the original treaty were m ade, or 
when, but heard it was done at the time of the proclamation annexing the 
country ." On being asked why, aftf'f so long an interval,  the leaf was extracted 
and a new one substituted, he repl ied, " The forgery was apparent, and Captain 
Pope was corniug to examine the Koran. On this account the new leaf was 
written. Captain Pope saw the Koran, and deponent acknowledged to him that 
the treaty was in his handwriting." The test imony of these two witnesses is 
corroborated i n  some of i ts most essential details bv moonshee Towur :\l u l l ,  who 
at the time of the b,:ttle of Nownahar was empluye°'J by the late l\lajor Clibborne 
to collect intell igence. Having reported the battle of Nownahar to h is  master, 
he was sent to inquire about it. Meeting with the fi rst witness, he took out a 
Koran and showed him the treatv with three seals affixed to i t. In this  i t  was 
written that a <l isputc had uccur;ed about Soonderbula, and Roostum Khan had 
made peace by giving the seven • villages on his own part, and two vi l lages, Dad loo 

and 

• He  names them : namely, 1 .  Khan Suk1rn ; � - Abyanee ; 3. Bacha ;  4. Dherrae ; 5. Ghunkna ; 
6. Royina ; 7. Pulluga. On 1 eference LO Exhibit ( F .), No. 1 0, it will be seen that these exactly corre
spond with the names of the villages specified in l\leer Roostum's letter to h is eldest son, dateJ the 
day after the battle of Nownahar. 
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and Mahtela, on that of Meer Kusseer Khan and Meer Mal1omed Alee Khan. 
Ha,·ing read it, he begged a copy, and h aving obtained one in the handwri ting 
of Bushurut Ali, he returned to Sukkur, and having made a copy of this copy 
himself, gave it to Major Clibborne, w ho sent  it to Captain Brown.  Deponent 
identified the Koran containing the treaty by the seals, and " by the title-page 
being ornamented in a particular way ;" and having perused the treaty, he 
pointed out the forgery · that had bet-n committed. " At the time ' Deh,' Mah
te1a,  or the vil1age of Mahtela, only was wri tten i n  it ; but. now there is per
gunnah �Jahtela, Meerpoor, rnaee Mehurkee, or the districts of those names." 
Besidl's these witnesses, we have the evit!ence of l\foer Mahomed Housseiu, the 
eldest son of the late Meer Roosturn , who, although proscri bed from residing in 
Scinde, of his  own accord and uninv i ted, boldly appeared before the Commis
sion ; and besides producing tln·ee original letters, to be hereafter alluded to, 
which appear to me to be conclusi ve of Ali Morad's guilt, and of the real nature 
of the cession made at l\' ownahar, deposed that it consisted of seven vi llagei, of 
M eer Roostum's, one of Meer Nusseer Khan's, and one of Meer Mahorned A li's. 
He added that A li Morad d id  not obtain possession of the v illages until after the 
disturbances in  Scinde commenced ; and on being asked to enumerate the vi l
lages, did so with perfect accuracy, and ex plained, that although the dispute was 
between Ali M orad and !\Jeer Nusseer Khan, and not with M P.er Roostum, the 
latter ceded his villages to terminate the disturbances, and because N usseer 
Khan would not consent to give up his country. When we come to the docu
mentary evidence, it will be seen that Meer Roost um, at the t ime of the cession, 
wrote a very particular account of the transaction to his son ; a very natural 
proceeding, when we consider that he had just alienated for ever a portion of 
the i nheritance which would on his death have devolved on his  son. There is 
also the evidence of a person named Jokeeram, formerly in the Poli tical Agent's 
office at Shikarpore, and afterwards head moomhee in the Collector's office, and 
supposed to be thoroughly acquainted with the transactions of the period. 
Although he does not appear to have been an eye-witness of the fraud, although 
the evidence he gave is recorded on the preliminary i nquiry, and although it 
confirms the testimony of the other w itnesses in many particu lars, I shal l  not 
further notice i t ; not only because Jokeeram was not re-examined by the Com
mission, but also because it  is stated • that " he was tried and imprisoned for 
bribery aod embezzlement, and well known as a very talented, although unworthy 
person ." Finally, the abstraction of confidential papers from the late Captain 
Brown's office is confirmed by Mr. Maher, a clerk in his office, who remembers 
the theft of a box of papers, containing a book which related to the transactions 
about the ti me of the treaty of Nownahar (although he cannot positively assert 
that the translation of the treaty w as i n  it), and that su �picion fell  on the 
moonshee Moideen, who was placed in confinement on that account. 

1 2. In regard to the conclusion to be drawn from the oral evidence, of which 
I have now given a summary, I cannot more clearly exp:-ess my opin ion than 
by citing· the following extract from a very able paper dra wn up by Mr. Pringle, 
for the information of the :\lost Nohle the Governor-general or India.  The 
evidence in support of the allegation seems nearly a5 conclusi \·e as it is  possible 
for any evidence regarding such a transaction to be. The w i tnesses are persons 
who, at the time, stood high in the confidence of Ali l\forRd, and occupied the 
most influential positions about his person. They profe�s to have been eye-wit
nesses of the fact, and one of them, Peer Ali Gohur, to have been the agent i n  
i ts commission ; against the consequences of which, t o  himself, h e  proLluces a 
certificate of indemnity from Ali Morad, purporting to bear his seal and auto
graph authentication . The other " itness, Sheikh Al i  Houssein ,  has produced 
the extracted leaf of the Koran, on which the interpolations are alleged to have 
been at first successfully attempted, anJ which, it appears, harl fallen into his 
possession, and been carefully preserved by him. The evidence of these two 
witnesses was given on different occasions, remote from, and apparently quite 
independent of each other. It agrees in every particular, and is borne out by 
the proofs to I\ hich it refers. The Koran, from which the leaf is said to have 

been 

• Letter from Li_eutenant Younghusband, lieutenant of police in Scinde, dated 4th January 1 849, 
Exhibit (C.), No. g, C. P. 
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been extracted, has been obtained from Ali Morad for inspection . The only 
point in which its appearance at first sight raised a doubt is, that the matter of 
the treaty is written on four pages, the three first of which are on one sheet, so 
that the extracted leaf could not easily have been bound in between the first and 
second pagee, unless it had also been part of a whole sheet instead of a single 
leaf, as it now appears ; but the other leaf may have been blank, and become 
separated in the proce!es of the extraction,• and its preservation may not ha\'e 
been cared for. Peer Ali G ohur's evidence on this point, before the K oran and 
the extracted leaf were shown to him,  did not quite agree with their actual 
appea:rauce, but  it is a point on which a trifling discrepancy, at so long an 
interval of time, does not appear to affect his general credibil ity . The evicience 
of these two witnesses is further confirmerl by that given independently by one 
Jokeeram, now a pri!loner in  the Shikarpore gaol for embezzlemeut, but formerly 
a moonshee in the British Agency in Upper Scinde, and supposed to be thoroughly 
acquain ted w ith the transactions of tht> period. He does not, however, appear 
to have been an eye-witness. Finally,t the al lusions to tl ie events i n  the corre
spondence of the British A gency, at the time when they occurrt'd, with the 
Ameers of Khyrpore, including Ali Morad h imself, tend to the inference that 
the cessions in respect to which the fraud is alleged to have been suLsequently 
committed were of inconsiderable value, and not of the large amount which, 
under its operation ,  they now appear. It i s  true that the witnesses are reputed 
to be notorious and unscrupulous intriguers ; they are, by their own showing, 
accessories i n  the alleged fraud, and they are now at bitter enmity with Ali 
Morad. It is, therefore, j ust possible that they may have conspired to get up 
this char�e against him, but the particularity �nd r.onsistency of their state
ments, and the concurrence of the collateral circumstances, are so strong as 
hardly to be overborne by these considerations ; while, on the other h and, there 
is little, unfortunately, in  the personal character of Ali Morad to oppose any 
great obstacle to the credibility of their allegations. 

1 3 .  I now proceed to explain the nature of the documentary evidence in 
support of the charge. First, there i s  an exact copy and translation of the treaty 
of Nownahar, as i t  now �tands in the Koran. Second, there is the leaf alleged 
to have been extracted from the Koran, and corresponding in size with the other 
leaves now containing tl 1e treaty. The Commission remark that, between the 
words " Dadloo and Mahtela," the word " Deh " appears to have been altered 
to ' '  Pergunnah ;" and that in attempting to make " Bu-meerzee '' into " Mehr
kee," the paper seems to have been spoiled. Third, there is a piece of waste 
paper, on which Peer Ali Gohur states he wrote a few words before ,Hitiug the 
fresh page in the Koran . He did this to try his hand before he committed the 
forgery. The words wri tten on this paper here and there bear out this asser
tion. They are, " and the Village Dad loo and Pergunnah Mahtela," the first 
four words of the sen tence being repeated. Then we have " l\Jeerpoor, Mehr, 
Mehr, Meer, Meer ; in the name of the most merciful God ;" and finally, " Mehr
kee." Fourth ,  there is a copy of the treaty obtained from the Government 
records, and endorsed as having been received the 4th April 1843. The Com
mission not ice that the village " Abraba " is included in the cession by Meer 
Roostum, whereas, i n  the copy in  the Koran, the village " Ranna " is written. 
They regard this as a mere mistake of the copyist ; • but they remark that, i n  the 
extracted leaf, there is a strong appearance of " Ab raba " having also been first 
written without the word " Deh " before it, and afterwards changed into " Deh 
Rauna," or the village Rauna, as it now stands in  the Koran. This apparent 
alteration of the name of the village, although why i t  was made does not appear, 
probably led to the mistake of the copyist, in  the copy of the treaty now on the 
records of Government. They further point out, that after the words " Per
gunnah Mathela," Meerpoor, Mehrkee, the word .. Khood '' stands alone in this 

copy ; 

• This appears to me to be a very probable solution of the d ifficulty, and it is by no means unlikely 
that the piece of waste paper on which Peer Ali Gohur " tried his hand," before he wrote the new 
leaf, is the identical leaf. Vide Exhibit (F. ), No. 3, C. P .  

t It  must be borne in mind that these remarks were written before the Commissinn assembled at 
Sukkur ; they contain, therefore, no allusion to the importnnt evidence after obtained from the late 
Major Clibbeme'a moonshee, Towur Mull, and from Meer Hoo11tum's eldeKt son, !\leer Mahomed 
HusEain, included in my summary. 
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eopy ;  whereas, in that in the Koran, " Bu Meerzee Khood " are inserted. This 
is probably owing to the attempt to alter " Bu Meerzee " in the extracted leaf, 
or perhaps " Meerzee " alone into " Mehrkee," when it may have been intended 
to trust entirely to interpolations for the alterations required. A mistake has 
also been made in this copy, in omitting the word " gahee," meaning " ever," 
but this does not affect the sense. Fifth, there is the original certificate of i� 
demnity granted by Meer Ali Morad to Peer Ali Gohur, absolving him from 
-the consequences of having perpetrated the forgery, and bearing- bis Highness's 
seal and sign manual. Sixth, there is a copy of the Treaty of Nownahar, which 
was given by Ali Morad's minister, Sheikh Ali Hussein, to the moonshee Towur 
Mull, copy of which copy is stated to have been given to Major Clibborn, for 
the late Captain Brown. The Commission notice several clerical errors and 
variations in this copy, when compared with the treaty in the Koran, and with 
the extracted leaf. On the whole, however, I am of opinion, that these rather 
tell in favour, than otherwise, of the genuineness of the document ; for, if it had 
been made for an object that is to support the charge, it would have been made 
perfect. 

14. The above may be considered to constitute thP. first portion of the docu
mentary evidence, which may be conveniently classified together. The first 
document needs no remark, as it was produced by his Highness Ali Morad as the 
genuine and original treaty of Nownahar. The Koran in which it is written was 
identified as the one from which the leaf was extracted, by the three principal 
witnesses, Sheikh Ali Houssein, Peer Ali Gohur, and Towur Mull : the second 
was given by the first of these witnesRes to Sir Charles Napier, through his moon
shee, Ali Akhbar, who states, " Ali Morad had given it to him to take care of. 
It was extracted at Khyrpore, in the presence of my moonshee, Bushurat Ali, and 
the Peer ; I was not myself present, having attempted to dissuade Ali Morad from 
the deed ; my moonshee brought the Koran, and the loose leaf was in it. The 
Koran was afterwards taken to Captain Pope, who had heard a rumour of the 
fraud ; he inspected it, but did not detect the fraud. The treaty was written on 
four pages, commencing on the page on the right side of the book, and ending 
with a page on the left side, on which were the seals ; the extracted matter was 
on the first page, the rest remained as it originally was in the Koran ; one sheet, 
forming two leaves, was extracted, of which one leaf was blank ; two blank sheets 
were then transferred from the beginning of the book, in order to re-write the 
page extracted ; the binding of the book was undone for this purpose ." The 
moonshee told me this. After showing the Koran to Captain Pope, I went to 
Bubbeelow, and returned the Koran to Ali Morad, taking out the two extracted 
leaves, which I kept by me. The Peer states, " the first page is the one that I 
re-wrote ; the remaining three pages, on the last of which are the three seals, 
are my origina l writing." M ajor Clibborn's moonshee states, " this is the leaf 
that was in the treaty originally." I see no reason for doubting the truth of the 
above evidence. Tu some it may appear unaccountable how Ali Morad could 
]Jave allowed such strong proof of his guilt to ha\'e passed out of his possession ; 
but Sheikh Ali Hossein was then in his ful l  confidence, and he may have for
gotten it, or success in a series of unprincipled deeds may have made him careless. 
The third document is thus descri9ed by the Peer : " It appears to be an 
attempt to write certain words fair, but I do not recollect." Sheikh Ali Hussein 
S8);S, " it is the blank page on which the Peer tried h is hand." In this examina
tion before the Commission, the Peer states, " It is a paper on which I wrote a 
few of the words required, to see if I could insert them properly in the fair copy, 
and that the iuk was all right." It appears to me that this document is corro
borative of the truth of the story of the witnesses, for it seems extremely unlikely 
that such a_ device should have occurred to them as an after-thought in support 
of a conspiracy. The fourth document is strongly corroborative of Ali Morad's 
guilt. It is a copy of tbe treaty • ot Nownahar, claudestiucly entered into the 

�cinde 

• In a postscript to lhe memorial prepared Ly l\lr. Pringle, for the Governor-general, he stales, 
" Since this paper waa written, I have received information tending to show that two i;enuine copies 
of the treaty of Nownahar were at one time on the records of the �cinde Government, but were sur
repliLfously abstracted from them, and a spuriour; one containing the pr .. sent interpolations substi
tuted. This took place in March 1 843, one month after the battle of Meeanee, and five months 
before the alleged fraud in the Koran, which was perpetrated 20 days before Captain Pope pro-
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Scinde records in lieu of the genuine copy, originally furnished t.o Captain Bl'O'tr'U, 
subsequently abstracted through the knavery of the moonshee Moiadeen. It ia 
in the handwriting of Bushurut Ali . Sheikh Ali Hossein deposes :  " Two 01 
three days after the treaty, I produced the Koran before Captain Brown, te whom 
I delivered a letter from Meer Ali Morad, enclosing copy of the treaty, written 
by either moon"ihee Busharut Ali or Kishondass, for the records of Govern
ment." Before Mr. Pringle, he stated, " The rough copy of the treaty cl. 
Nownahar was written by me, and the Meer sent a copy to the British Authori
ties." It of course became necessary, after the treaty . had been alteted, to 
destroy the decisive evidence. which this copy afforded of the forgery ; and the 
manner in  which i t  was effected strongly i!l ustrates Ali �o.rad's �nprincipled 
conduct. He corrupted the moonshee Mo1deen, by prom1s10g htm a bribe of 
1 0,000 rupees, on producing the copy. The moonshee, in the first inst.ance, 
attempted to deceive his emplo_,·er, by stating that the document required had 
been Jost in the attack on the Residency at Hydrabad. He  had also the 
effrontery to claim the promised reward, on the plea that as the document had 
het>n lost, all discussion respecting the a lteration of the word " Deh " into 
'' Pergunnah " w� at an end. Ali Morad, however, was not to be so deceived ; 
and when on a visit at Hydrabad, he repeated his promise to pay the 10,000 
rupees, provided the moonshee " would get for him the book in which the trans
lations of this kind were kept." Moideen agreed, but demanded security for the 
payment of the bribe when he had performed his part of the contract, and at 
A l i  Morad's request, his minister, Sheik Ali Hussein became security. The 
moonshee soon after abstracted the book, and received the amount promised. 
Sheikh  A l i  Hossein states that the copy I am now remarking on, corresponding 
with the forged treaty, was introduced by h imself into the Scindc records on the 
4th April 1 843, and this fact is established by an endorsement, to the effect. that 
i t  WaJ,J received on that date. Hence i t  is clear that some reason existed for 
placing the document on our records ; and as the subject of the treaty of 
Nownahar was not then under discussion, no other reason can be assigned 
except that stated in  the evidence, namely, that i t  was so placed in lieu of the 
copy which had l,een abstracted by Moiedeen. The ex-minister further states, 
that Ali Morad sent to h im a man named Hafiz Nooa Mahomed Khan •, with 
a letter, d irecting ·  him to attend to whatever he might say. " Hafiz was pro
vided with a piece of paper, on which was written the words ' Pergunoah 
Mathtela Meerpoor Bamere Mehurkee,' which he said he had been d irected to 
show, and take back ; and that I was to give a copy of the treaty, written by 
my own moonshee, with these alterations, to be placed on the Government 
records ; and I did all this." The copy being now produced, he recognised it 
as being the one wri tten l>y his moonshee, Bushurut Ali ,  after the forgery had 
been committed, because the pergunnas of Mahtela and Meerpoor are inserted 
in it. This evidence is corroborated by that of  Major Clibborne's moonshee, 
Towur .!\lull, who states, that on the 1 8th September 1 842, Ali Morad's minister 
brought the Koran to Captain Brown, and explained all that had occurred. 
Moonshee Moredeen placed a copy of this in  the Persian records, and had a 
translation made i n  English. After the battle of Meeanee, I heard Moiedeen 
" had lost the Persian and English copies of the treaty of Nownahar, on the 
records of Government ." Suspicion fell on the moonshee. Captain Brown was 
very angry, and put Moiedeen under arrest. He was subsequently released, on 
his stating that the book had been lost in the attack on the Residency. When 
Ali Morad came t.o Hydrabad, I heard that the moonshee had given him the 
book con taini ng the copi�s. The fact of a book of confidential records having 
been lost, and of suspiciun fall ing on Moiedeeu, is fully confirmed by the evidence 
of Mr. Maher, a confidential clerk in Captain Brown's service, and sti l l  in the 
Commi�ioner's office. " I recollect," (says .Mr. Maher,) ·• that about June 

1843, 

ceeded to K hyrpore to examine the- deed (also in a Koran) in which the public cession of the Turban 
was made, and took the opportunity of examining this one also, when of course 1t  would correspond 
with its present appearance. I have not the me.ins of ,ierifying immediately this information, and 
it may 11ot perhaps be strictly accnrate in its details, but the1e are circumatances which gi,ie to its 
general substance a considerable primdfacie appearance of probability." 

• It appears that this pen;on was either at Mooltan or Bhawulpore, as he obtained service frolil 
Ilhawul Khan, and Sheik Ali  saw him at �Iooltan, during the siege of that place. 
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1 843, a box was stolen from Captain Brown's table, containing Major Outram'i; 
secret letters; and important papers written d uring his stay at Khyrpoor. It 
alM> contained seme valuable Persian documents." Captain Brown told me this. 
In ihe box was an English book, which was wholly written by myself. It was 
endorsed " secret." It · related to the d isputes between the Ameers of Upper 
Scinde, and commenced about September 1842. Some of the papers related to 
the treaty of Nownahar, hut I do not recollect whether a copy or translation was 
among them. Every inquiry was made, and suspicion fell on moonshee Moie •  
deen, " who was currently believed to  have taken it." He was suspended, but 
as nothing could be proved against him, he was again employed for a short time, 
and then dismissed altogether. The box, with i ts contents, was never afterwards 
heard of. The fifth document, or the certificate of indemnity. is identified by 
Sheik Ali Hussein as written by himself, with Ali Morad's seal affixed to it .  
The Peer also identified it, and states i t  was wri tten immediately before he wrote 
the new leaf, pointing out Ali Morad's .seal, and the word " lmhal," or con
firmed, as his Highness's autograph authentication . This also is strong corro
borative evidence of his Highness's g11i lt. The sixth, and last doc�ment, is very 
important. It purports to be the identical copy of the treaty of Nownahar, 
furnished by Sheik Ali Hussein to Major Clibborne's moomhee, Towur M ull, 
who was employed by that officer to collect intelligence of passing events. In 
this, of course, only n ine villages actually ceded to Ali Morad are enumerated. 
It  is  identified by the ex-minister as a true copy of the original, taken before 
the forgery \\-as committed, and, as he bel ieves, in the handwriting of his moon
i.hee, llushwunt Ali, who is now at Saharanpore. In his examination by Mr. 
'Pringle,. he states, " Moonshee Towur Mull was sent to me formerly by Major 
Clibborne to get a copy of the treaty of Nownahar, and I gave h im a copy of i t  
as it was originally, without any allusion to  pergunnas." Towur M ull himself 
stat.PS, " For several years after I had shown it to Captain Brown, I kept the 
00py of the treaty made for me by Bushurut Ali, until the Commissioner arrived 
$t Sukkur, when I gave it to Mr. Younghusband. I d id not show it to any one, 
but mentioned i t  to Captain Malet and Major Goldney. On Exhibit (F.), No. 6, 
being shown to him, he identifies i t, and after reading it over, observes, " This 
is the same, and  no alteration has been made iu it." The Commission point out 
that the ":brds " deh Mahtela " appear to them to have been partly - erased and 
altered ; and he replies, " The copy is just as i t  was when Bushurut Ali gave it 
to me, when I was speaking to Sheik Ali Hussein : there is no difference in it." 
On being asked, the witness states what is now written is " wa deh Mahtela." 

1 5. The second portion of the documentary evidence consists of extracts 
from the correspondence of the British agency at the Lime of the battle and 
treaty of Nownahar, with the Ameers of Khyrpoor, i ncluding Ali Morad him
self, containing allusions which establish that the cession in respect to which the 
fraud was committed was of trifling va]ue, and not of the large amount which in 
consequence of the alleged fraud it now appears ; in other words, that the cession 
consisted of villages only, and not of districts. This " ill be found in  Exhibit (D. ), 
No. 1 to No. 20 of the Appendix to the Commfasioners' proceedings ; and I shall 
now briefly notice the principal documents of the series. The first of the series 
is a letter from Ali Murad to Captain Brown, complaining of the conduct of 
Meer Nusseer Khan and of the sons of Meer lloostum, and stating they intended 
to wage ,\ ar agaiust him. It is dated the 1 st Shaban (7th September 1842), and 
reached Captain Brown on the 9th September 1 842.  From another letter i t  
appears that Captain Brown reported the arrival of  a mission on the  10th Sep
tember, from Meer R oostum, making counter complaints, that Al i  Murad had 
advanced wi th his forces to Khyrpore. Upon this Captain Brown addressed a 
letter of remonstrance to Ali Mora<l , requiring h im to d isperse his troops. About 
the same time Meer N usseer Khan also complained against Ali Morad, stating 
that if violence was resorted to he had no alternative but to fight. This reached 
Captain Brown on the 1 5th September 1842, the very day on which the battle 
of Nownahar was fought, and which was reported to M�jor Outram on the 
1 6th September. After this Meer Nusseer Khan wrote another Jetter, com
plaining bitterly against Ali Morad's violence, and stating " Meer Roostum Khan 
managed to settle matters and put an end to the strife ; I was obliged to satisfy 
the hungry beggar with a morsel, and so put him off for the time." Ali Morad 
also wrote an apologetic letter, throwing the blame on the opposite party. This 

7 3· i.. L :z contains 
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contai�s the followi�g important admission : " Meer Roostnm Khan then came 
forward as arbitrator, and gave up some of his own villages, and also of Meer 
Nusseer Khan, as compensation for the injury I had sustained, and the expen� 
of collecting troops, amounting to some lacks of rupees." He adds that this did 
not satisfy him, but that the receipt of Captain Brown's letter of remonstrance 
had induced him to accept the terms. In a P. S. he adds, " My faithful servant, 
Sheik Ali Hussein, will shortly wait upon you with the Koran containing the 
agreement, showing the seals of Meer Roostum and Meer N usseer Khan, and 
relate all particulars. A letter from Meer Roostum was also received, giving his 
account of the battle, and strongly inveighing against Ali Morad's perfidy, 
disrespect, and dissimulation towards him, " who am the Rais or the head of the 
tribe." Passing over other letters which do not requite to be noticed, we come 
to Captain Brown's digests of intelligence from the 1 3th to the 1 9th,  and from 
the 20th to the 27th September 1 842. The former contains an account of the 
battle, and under date the 20th there is  the following conclusive entry in Captain 
Brown's own handwriting ; there can here be no mistake, for from another lettet 
we learn that on the morning of the 20th Ali Morad's minister had waited upon 
Captain Brown, and had no doubt shown him the Koran containing the agree
ment ; the entry is,· " Meer Roostum and Meer Nusseer Khan have sat�fied the 
claims of Meer Ali Morad, by transferring to him nine vill,iges, and hostilities 
have been for the present suspended ; but from Meer Roostum continuing te 
collect troops, and repair his guns, i t  is generally believed that he is  temporising, 
and intends when in sufficient strength to meet Meer Ali Morad in  the field 
again." In addition tp these proofs collected by the Commission that the 
cession consisted of vil lages, and not of purgunnas, I find that i n  a P. S. t.o a 
letter addressed bv this Government to the Honourable the Secret Committee, 
dated 1 st October 1 842, i t  is reported as follows : "' Letters ha-ve this morning 
been received from Sukkur, dated the 1 7th ultimo (September), from one of 
which is the following extract : ' Hostilities between the Ameers of Upper 
Scinde have for the present ceased,  Meer N usseer Khan having transferred to 
Meer Ali Morad -certain villages.' " 

16. The third portion of the documentary evidence is the most import.ant and 
conclusive of the whole. It consist8 of three original letters, in the possession of 
the eldest son of Meer Roostum, who, as already stated, although proscribed from 
entering Scinde, when he heard of the inquiry, voluntarily appeared before the 
Commission. The first of these letters purports to have been addressed to him 
by his father, Meer Roostum, on the 1 6th September 1 842, the day after the 
battle of Nownahar. It must therefore be viewed as a confidential sommunica
tion in which the father describes to his son what had occurred on the previous 
day. The whole letter is worthy of an attentive perusal. After stating that 
the conflict with Ali Morad had been brought on by Meer Mahomed Khan, 
through the pride of his youth, he informs his son '' being helpless by the fear 
of the strong English anny, which is close at hand, under the pressure of 
circumstances, I gave several places of jagheer, of my own, such as the village 
of Khan Buban, Ubyanee, Bacha, Dherree, Ghurruckna, 'Rayina, and Pulleja, 
the last two of which are Meer Ali Ukhbar Khan's, the \·i llage of Dadloo from 
Meer :Nusseer Khan, and that of Mahtela, from Meer Mahomed Ali Khan. 
These were all written over in the Koran, and the disturbance removed." The 
Ameer then pathetically entreats l1is son to come quickly with his troops and 
munitions of war, " in order that we may retaliate and have our revenge, as 
he (Ali Morad) had been so insolent to me, who am the chief of the tribe.'' 
The second letter from Meer Nusser Khan, is dated the 1 7th September 1842, 
two days after the battle, and is also addressed to MeeT Rooatum's son. After 
detailing the particulars of the battle, it informs him, " when the principal 
Ameer (i. e. Roostum) being helpless, gave to Meer Ali Morad, seven villages 
of his own, and my village of Dadloo, and that of Mahtela, belonging to Meer 
Mahomed Ali Khan, who was then absent, I refused to put my seal to the 
agreement to this effect in the Koran, but the principal Ameer took my seal by 
force from my tasheebejee and applied i t." In conclusion, he calls upon him 
to come quickly " with a large force and artillery, in order to take our revenge 
of Ali M orad.'' The third letter purports to be from Meer Ali Morad himself to 
Meer Roostum's son , · written from Dejee-ke-Kote, and dated 24th September 
1 842, nine davs after the battle of Nonahar. After alluding to this battle, Ali - Mgmd 
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Morad informs Meer Mahomed Hussein,  as  follows : " The action took place, 
and afterwards Meer Roostum interfered to make peace. On account of my 
expenses he gave me seven villages of his own ; namely, Khan-un-Khan, Uby
ane� Bacha, Dhurree, Reyna, Pulleeja, and Ghurruckna ; also two villages, 
those of Dadloo and Mahtela, on the part of Meer Nu88eer· Khan . He wrote all 
this in the Koran, and gave it to me." Ali Morad then expresses alarm at the 
preparetions in progress by his opponents to attack him (and we know from the 
Scinde Digests of Intelligence that this is true), and informs Meer Roostum's son, 
that if he will observe a neutrality, and aid neither party, he (Ali Morad) " will 
rest.ore to him the seven villages given to him by Meer Roostum, keeping the 
villages of Mahtela, Dad loo, and Soonderbeila himself ; but that if he will ren
der assistance against Nusseer Khan, then whatever country thel might take 
belonging to him or his relations shall be divided betweeo us.' Meer Ma
homed Hussein deposed before the Commission, that he received two letters 
from Ali Morad, one before the other, after the battle of Nownahar. The first• 
related to his disputes with Nusseer Khan, and was delivered to him by Hafiz, 
to whom he was referred for further particulars ; the second is the letter above 
alluded to, in respect to which he states, " I received this letter after the battle 
of Nownahar, when I was collecting troops. I was at Abad, when Hafiz Huku
mut brought it to me." He identifies the letter, as well as Exhibits (F.), Nos. 9 
and IO. On Ali Morad's letter being shown to  his late minister, Sheik Ali 
Hussein ,  he also- identified it, and declared i t  to be in his handwriting, stating, 
that it was written about the time of the battle with the view of effecting a 
reconciliation with Meer Mahomed Hussein .  Thus i t  wil l  be seen that i n  all of 
these three letters the cession made after the battle of Nownahar is alluded to, 
in terms altogether irreconcilable with its extent, as it now appear!! in the Koran, 
and as now claimed by Ali Morad . 

I 7. There are two other documents requiring a passing remark . In a letter 
addressed to Sir Charles Napier on the 24th January 1 848, Ali Morad had 
merely claimed " the purgunna of Mahtela, and three villages named Dadloo, 
Kundpara, and Soonderbcila," making no mention of the pergunnas of Meer
poor, Mehurke, as entered in  the forged treaty of Nownahar. His Highness 
endeavoured to surmount this difficulty by stating, that the last ·two districts 
are included in, and subordinate to, that of Mahtela ; but if so, the question 
naturally arises, why are they separately entered in the Koran ? Again, although 
the treaty of Nownahar is dated the 1 5th September 1 842, the districts in dis
pute are included among those entered in the subsequent treaty, dated the 20th 
December 1 842, by which Meer Roostum is alleged to have . ceded to Ali 
Morad the Turban or badge of sovereignty i n  Upper Scinde. This seems incon
sistent with the fact that they had already been ceded under the first of these 
treaties. 

1 8. I shall now briefly review the counter evidence which his Highness Afi 
Morad has been able to adduce, in refutation of the formidable array of testi
mony adduced on behalf of the prosecution . His Highness's defence t is long 
and rambling ; he refers to the enmity which existed between his brothers and 
himself, in consequence of his ally ing himself w ith the British Government, and 
gives an account of the battle c,f Nownahar. He charges his ex-minister, Sheik 
Ali Hussein and Peer Ali Gohur, with enmity towards him, and the former with 
having leagued with Sir Charles Napier's moonshee, who advised the minister 
to demand half the country which the British Government had given to him . To 
this his Highness would not consent, though he  promised a jagheer, and in con
quence of this refusal, he threatened to accomplish his Highness's ruin. Ali Morad 
further asserts, that his minister was i ncensed, because he had applied for a 
Resident to he stationed at his Court, and Captain Malet being in  consequence 

appointed. 

• F..xhibit (F.), No, 1 2. This document js admitted by Ali Morad to .be g�nuine. It is merely 
to the effect that it will be delivt:red by Hafiz lfookuDJut, and that the party addressed might 
consider any mesang1: he deli vered to be true. It is in Ali Morad's own handwriting. Hafiz 
appeared IJefore the Commission, and admitted he was sent with the first letter, and a message, 
but denies beiug sent a second time. The second letter being shown to him he denies having 
taken it. 
. t It is dated the li5ta April 1 850, and is recorded on the Commission's proceedings of the follow
rng day. 
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appointed. At last his Highness resumed his minister's jagheer, and called 
upon both him and Peer Ali Gohur to render their accounts, as they had 
embezzled from him several lacks of rupees. They transacted all his business 
for him, had the custody of his seals, which they applied to any writing or 
agreement they chose, and they had also i n  thPir possession blank papers, with 
his autograph authentication, " Buhal ust," (it is confirmed) written upon them. 
The three principal witnesses for the prosecution were very strictly cross-exa
mined • by Ali Morad, and it is worthy of remark that his Highness does not 
impute to the moonshee, Towur M ull, any motive of animosity likely to in�uce 
him to depose falsely, though he designates him as a criminal and a pri60ner, 
whose period of imprisonment had not then expired. Finally, he indignantly 
deniest the charge altogether, and boldly asserts, that " the treaty is as it stood 
on the day of the fight, and no alteration has been made i n  it." 

19 .  His Highness only produced seven wi tnesses in his defence : 1st, His own 
uncle ; 2d, a dependant of his own, formerly in  the service of Meer Roustum ; 
3d, another servant of MePr Roostum, now out of employ ; 4th, a servant, 
formerly of Meer Nusseer Khan's, but now in  Ali Morad's service ; 5th, a de
ceased servant of Peer Ali Gohur's ; 6th, the kajee of Shikarpore ; and, 7th, a 
zemindar of Khyrpore, who denies the ex-minister's statement that he (depon
ent) was sent by Ali Morad to order him to write out the certificate of indem
n ity. Ali Morad's uncle states, that the cession i ncluded the purgunnas of 
Mahtela, l\Ieerpoor, l\Iehurkee, as well as the v i llages ; hut in  many particulars 
he otherwise corroborates the evidence of the witnesses for the prnsecution. No 
one however can fail, on comparing the evidence of the three first witnesses, to 
detect a great similitude, as i f  they had been previously tu tored. The Com
mission, i n  fact, notice, that these persons gave their evidence in  a manner 
which conveyed the impression, that it was entitled to no confidence, and had 
been prepared for the occasion, and was given like the repetition of a task which 
had been committed to memory, and occasionally the witnesses were prompted 
by the Meer's vakeels. The fourth witness was produced to establish that a seal 
belonging to Ali Morad was lost ; that he saw it in the Peer's possession, who 
offered to forge a document for him, to enable him to adjust his account.& ; bot 
he admits no such docnment was forged. This occurred three years ago. The 
Peer denies having possessed such a seal. The fifth witness, a discarded ser• 
vant of the Peer, states he saw the seal in his master's possession, and that the 
seal on the Certificate of Indemnity is of that which was lost. The sixth wit
n ess deposes that he had seen many blank papers with impressions of seals, and 
the words, " .  Buhal ust," upon them in  the possession of Peer Ali Gohur. 
Such may, I think, be considered the sum and substance of the oral e\·idence 
adduced by Ali Morad in his defence . 

. 20. With respect to the mass of documentary evidence adduced in support or 
the prosecution, his defence may be said to consist of a general disavowal by 
Ali Morad of the documents produced bearing his seal and signature. When 
required by the Commission to explain the letter he wrote to Captain Brown, 
and received by that officer on the 18th September 1842, describing the cession 
to consist of villages, and how i t  could be reconci led with i ts actual extent, as 
specified in the treaty of Nownahar in the Koran, namely, purgunnas Meer
poor, Mahtela, and Mehrkee, Ali Morad merely replied that no such letter was 
to be found on his records.t His Highness does not, however, question the 
authenticity of the ietter, but states it " must, he imagines, have been written 

by 

• See a paper on the C. P. dated _the 28th April 1 850, remarking on the discrepancies in their 
evidence. They do not affect however the main story, although minor variations are noticed, but nut 
of such a nature as to affect their general credibility . 
. t Exhibit (D.), No. � C. P., at the conclusion of the inquiry Ali Morad addressed a sort of 

remonstrance to the Commission. Vide Exhibit (H.), No. 3, C. P. In this he observes, '' I a.ban· 
doned all co�ne�ion wit� m1, breth�en and relations, and formed a strict alliance with Gover_nmcnr, 
and fought with its enemies. • ·  Agam, " I have become the enemy of my brothers and relauves b_y 
fighting with them under the allegiance I formed to Government, and turning them out of the�r 
homes and possessions. They, consequently, all unite against me, and are engaged in these �ed•
tions." 

t The Commissioners examined these records, aml satisfied themselves that only a portion of Ali 
Mornd·s cotTespondence had been entered in them. They also saw reason 'tO believe Jhat another 
letter produced by hi§ Highness had been tampered with. 

· · 
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by Sheikh  Ali Hussein ." This is the case, and we must recollect that at this 
time no quarrel existed between Ali Morad and his minister, to induce the latter 
to misrepresent the real facts of the case ; but the letter distinctly states, ' '  In 
the meantime Meer Roostum became mediator, and gave over to me several 
villages, to cover the .. expenses of my army and the loss l had sustained, 
amounting to lacks of rupees. I, however, was not content with the few places 
they made over to me, and would have demanded reparation for the whole of 
my loss, had not your letter at that moment  arrived. I thf!n agreed to accept of 
the villages that Meer Roostum offered to me." With respect to  the three 
important letters produced by Meer Roostum's eldest son, Ali Morad could only 
.assert that they are forgeries, that the letter from himself to Meer Mahomed 
Hussein must have been written by Sheikh Ali Hussein, as he had the custody 
()f his seal, and had blank papers with hit\ seal affixed. The letters from Meer 
Roostum and Meer Nusseer Khan he cieclares must have been forged by their 
families ; and in order to support this declaration, Ali Morad produced a letter• 
purporting to be from Meer Mahomed Hu8sein to Meer Mahomed Ali Khan and 
Meer Ali Mahomed Khan, and, if genuine, would establish that Peer Ali Gohur 
forged documents, and that an intrigue was on foot against Ali Morad, so that 
he might lose the friendship of the British Government. This is dated the 
�7th December 1 849 ; but it does not appear how Ali Morad obtained possession 
-0f it, which is a suspicious circumstance. On this letter being shown to Meer 
.Mahomed Hussein, he at once admitted that his seal is affixed to it, but denied 
that he ever wrote such a letter, and of which he has no knowledge. He added, 
that when he sent a quazee (who was afterwards employed by Ali Morad as his 
vakeel) to the gentlemen, he furnished him with four blank papers bearing his 
�l. One of them he afterwards recovered, hut the other three remained with 
the qunzee ; and he therefore supposes that the letter now produced must have 
been written on one of these. 

21 . Having now remarked, perhaps at greater length than was requisite, upon 
the evidence adduced, both for the prosecution and defence, I shall conclude 
thie part of my Minute by the following extract from the Commission's Report, 
containing a very clear and impartial summary of the case against Ali Morad, 
and prououncing his Highness guilty of the gross act of frau<l and forgery 
charged against him :-

" The strength of the defence, therefore, must rest on the badness of the cha
racter and the motives of the witnesses for the prosecution ; and the Commission 
is of opinion that, apart from Ali Morad's allegations, under ordinary circum
stances there might be enough in their own position and showing to render their 
Evidence, if uncorroborated by collatera] proof, insufficient. But these men were 
undoubtedly, at tlie time  they state the circumstances in question to have 
<><:curred, the trusted and confidential servants of his Highness ; and his High
ness appears only to have discovered their worthlessness when Sheikh Ali 
applied to him for half the country as a reward for his services. Moreover, iD 
a case l ike this, direct evidence is not to be expected-from witnesses of unexcep
tionable character and moth·es. Hence it beeomes necessary to take such as is 
procurable, and endeavour to test its value by its internal marks of probability, 
and by col laterHl proof. It  is therefore on the force of these that, in the opinion 
of the Commission, the issue of the present im·estigation must dt>pend, and tht:y 
are as follows :- · 

" 1 st. The narrati ve is more lengthy, complicated, and circumstantial than 
would have been necessary for the purpose of a conspiracy, and therefore pre
sents more points exposing i t  to detection, than i t  is probable conspirators would 
ha\·e hazarded. 

" 2d. The appearance of the extracted leaf exact1y corresponds with that of the 
Koran, from which it is said to have been taken, and the latter still retains the 
marks of the stitching by which it appears to have been fixed in it. 

"ad .  The bad execution of the alterations in the extracted leaf, as it now 
stands, is apparent enough, and the attempt made in it to substitute the word 
' Mehekee ' for ' bu m urzee,' whereas the re-written leaf contains both words, 

and 

• Exhibit ( F.), No. 1 3. For Ali Morad's remarks on this document, see his explanatory Memo• 
ranclum recerded on the Commission's proceedings, and dated the 30th April ,850, 
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and agrees with the statement of the witnesses as to the succ�ive stages by 
'Which the forgery was brought into its present fonn.  

" 4th . The only copy of the vreaty now on the records ex the British Govem .. 
ment, and which there is no reason to doubt was placed at the date of the 
receipt entry, endorsed 4th April 1843, and has remained there ever eiace, cor
robomtes Sheikh Ali's statement as to its having been then delivered for record 
by him, in consequence of the loss of the first copy. It conoborates it also in a 
rematkable point, which Sheikh Ali did not himself notice, nor at first perceive 
the force of when questioned upon it, which is, that it bears ,he word ' Mehrkee,• 
followed bv ' khood,' bot without the intermediate ' bu murzee,' and in this 
respect appears to warrant the inference, that it was at that time intended 10 

support the claim by interpolating the additional matter without resorting to 
ihe substitution of  a fresh writing ; for although the word Meerpore does not 
appear in the extracted leaf, it is evident that an attempt was made to alter 
' bu murzee ' into ' Mehrkee,' and had this succeeded, Meerpoor might have been 
inserted before it, and the word ' khood ' must then of course have Temained 
alone, without ' bu murzee ' preceding it as it now appears in  the Koran. Either 
reading would have made sense, but a slightly different sense. 

" 5th. The copy of the treaty produced by Towar Mull, 111 having been taken by 
Sheikh Ali's Moonshee, Rushwut Ali, from the original in the Koran as it  stood 
at the time of the battle of Nownahar, and of which a copy was then givea tG 
Major Clibborn, bears the word village, not pergunna Mahtela, and makes 110 

mention of Meerpoor Mehrkee. It also contains ' bu murzee,' which wu 
transformed into Mehrkee in  the extracted leaf, and omitted in the copy now on 
the records, bat again inserted in the re-written leaf. This document would 
give strong confirmation of the truth of the narrative, if it could be relied on a., 
genuine. The Commission, however, is not disposed to found much upon it, 
because there is some appearance of erasure in the word signifying village, pre
ceding Mahtela, which brings it into doubt, and also because it has been inter
mediately i n  the custody of the persons whose statement it is brought to cor• 
robate, and therefore open to the same objections from their character and motives, 
as their statement itself ;  could any dependence indeed be placed upon it, it 
might perhaps warrant an inference that the tampering with this treaty had 
been commenced at an earlier period after the battle of Nownabar than the date 
of the proclamation annexing the districts north of Roree, to the Khan of 
Bawulpore. 

" 6th . The circumstance of the Persian records of the late Upper Scinde agency 
not being forthcoming between March and December 1 842, in September of 
which year the treaty was made, and the loss of the copies of the tree.ty which 
were then obtained ; also the abstraction of the box of English records relating 
to the same period, as proved by Mr. Maher, and by a letter • from Captain 
-Brown, in which it is assigned as the rea80n for applying to the Government of 
India for the copy of a document supposed to have been contained in  it ; these 
circumstances strongly corroborate Shei kh Ali's statement in  a point which. h1uf 
they not really occurred, it·was unnecessary to introduce into the narrative, aml 
the introduction of which could only have increased the risk of detection, while 
jf the abstraction of the papers was not eftected with the cagnizance of Meer Ali 
Momd, and for the object alleged, as no other reason has ever been heard of 
for abt;tracting them, it could only have been for the object.s of a c<>Mpir-dcy, 
upon which it has been brought to bear after a lapse ef seven years, a suppoai
tion too improbable to be for a moment entertained. 

" 7th. The mention of the pergunna only of Mahtela, in the letter from Ali 
Morad to Sir Charles Napier, claiming i t  in January 1843 .  This the Commissioo 
is disposed to consider, in conjunction with other circumstr.nces confirmatory of 
Sheikh Ali's statement, as to that pergunua only having at that time been 
included in the forgery, and Meerpoor anJ Mehrkee having been subsequently 

addeJ, 

• Vid� Exhibit (G.), Nos. 1 and �.  Letter from the Government of Scinde to the Go..-emment 
of India, diited t !.lth November 1 847, requesting r.opies of the replies to the letters addreaaecl by 
Colonel Outram, late Political Agent in Scinde and Beeloochistan, to the Government of India, 
dated the iu st and l36th April 1 84�, relating to disputes between hir. Highness Meer Ali Morad and 
Meer Nuueer Khan, of Khyrpoor, as the originals are supposed to have been rarried off in ,. bo� of 
records atoleo from the secretary's office at Hyderabad, and the reply thereto, dated the 1 ith May 
l 84�, furoiabing COf':V of the letters- required, 
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added, although, hn<l i t  stood alone, the M eer's explanation as to Mahtela being 
the more general term, and including within it Meerpoor and Mehrkee, might 
have been admitted. 

" 8th. The inclusion of the pergunnas of Mahtela and Meerpoor in  the later 
treaty of December 1 842. in the Koran, by which the Turban was ceded by 
.Meer Roostum to �leer Ali Morad.-This is against the supposition of t hose 
d istric-ts having been ceded in the treaty of Nownahar, in the September pre
ceding. Adverting, indeed, to the circumstances under which the former 
document was framed, the Commission woulcl not lay much stress on this poin t  
d id i t  stand alone, and  might be  disposed to  admit the  Meer's explanation, that 
i t  was intended to make assurance doubly sure, b11t taken in conjunction with 
the other circumstances, it is entitled to some weight. 

" 9th. The certificate of indemnity from the Meer to Peer Ali Gohur.-This 
would, of coursr, afford conclusi,·e evidence in corroboration of the Peer's state
ment, aud that of Sheikh Ali, if i ts genuineness could be relied on ; but being 
i u  the Sheik's handwriting, and ha,· ing intermediately remained in the Peer·s 
custody, i t  is inadmissible in support of the credibility of those persons further 
than i t  contains undoubted proofs of authenticity ; and the Commission is not 
dispo.�1:d to consider the Meer's seal such, with ad\'ertence to the incautious use 
which apprars to ha\'e been made of seals by the Meers ; and perhapo, the same 
objection may npply to the autograph authentication, 'Buhal ust,' though this does 
not appear to the Commission so clearly establi8hed. It may be here observed, 
that the njection of the evidence of seals, merely renders it unnecessary to con
sider the Meer's allrgation as to the theft of his seal by the Peer, an<l the evidence 
of the tl1ree witne!ises which has been brought in support of i t, nor that of 
Futteh Ma.homed Toshajce regarding h is not having brought any messag� to 
Sheikh Ali on the  subject. 

" 10th. The letters produced, and identified by Meer M ahomed Hussein, as 
ha,·ing ucen received uy him from his father, Meer Roostum ; h is cousiu, :\'ker 
N usseer ; and his unclt', Meer Ali  Murad, immediat.el v after tl1e battle of Now
uahar.-AI I  of them describe the cession as consisting· of the vil lage of i.\lahtda, 
and not of the pergunua of Mahtela, l\Ieerpoor, Mehrkee, and are conclusive 
e,·idence in  corroboration of Sheikh Ali's staternPnt as to the original extent of 
the cession. The Meer, i ndeed , objects to Meer Mahomed Hussein's evidence, on 
the ground of their notorious and long existing d i ssensions ; but the Commission 
cannot he]p  attaching great weight to i t, from the clear, straightforward manner 
in which it was given, and which rendered it impossible to doubt its truthfulness 
on this point. 

" 1 1 th. The entry in the diary of Captain Brown, then Assistant Political Agent 
i n  Upper Scinde, dated the 20th September 1 842, i n  wh ich, alluding to the 
report of the arrangement effected -between the Meers after the battle of Now. 
n ahar, which had j ust reached h im, he describes the cession as consisting of nine 
villages.-This entry, which is in Captain Brown's own handwriting, the genuine
ness of wh ich is beyond the possibi l i ty of a doubt, tJ1e Commission consider a 
,·ery strong incidental confirmation of the truth of Sheikh .:\ l i's statement as to  
the  ori.dnal extent of the cession. 

" 12th. The letters from :Meer Roostum, Meer Nusseer Khan , and l\Ieer Ali 
:Morad h imself, written to Captain Brown about the time of the battle of Now. 
nahar.-These all allude to the cession in  terms quite i rreconeilable with i ts 
extent as now shown in  the Koran. There can be no doubt as to the genuine
ness of thc�e ·letters, which bear the initials of Captain Brown, affixed at the 
t ime of receipt, and have ever since remained in the Government records ; and 
probably escape.l abstraction with the other Persian records of the period , only 
from ha,·ing been filed with their English translations, \\ hich are in  the hand• 
writing of Captain Kennedy, then an assistant in the iigency. The in!erential 
&upport gh·en by these letters to the Sheik h's statement, from the terms in which 
tl1t•y all ude to the cession, is perlmpg stronger than if  it had been d i rect, from 
being less oµen to the suspicion of having been faLricated w ith that ,·iew, in 
wh ich case it would probably ha,·e Leen more precise, though it could  hardly 
have been more i;ignificant. The Commission is disposed to place very great 
weight on this branch of the evidence, from its freedom from the  po:a:sibi l i ty of 
having been tampered with ; a.ud it i� clear that its weight is fu l ly appreciated 
by Meer Ali :\lorad himself, by having met it by throwing all the doubt he 
cou]d on his own letter, written on the day of the battle, and his production, i n  
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its stead, of the draft of one received by Captain Brown tweh-e days later. This 
draft bears the date of the day of the battle, but it is clear to the Commission that 
this date has been inserted for the present occasion, as the original in Captain 
Brown's records bears no date at all ; and it, moreover, makes allusion to an 
intermediate letter from Captain Brown, in reply, it would seem, to the one 
written on the day of the battle ; and this is further borne out by the tenor of 
Captain Brown's allusions to both letters in his correspondence at the time with 
Major Outram. The obvious attempt at deception on this point affords, in the 
opinion of the Commission, the strongest proof of the strength of the inference 
furnished by these letters in Ali Morad's own estimation, against the genuine
ness of the treaty as it now stands in the Koran ; from the disingenuou8 course 
resorted to for getting rid of it, and which in itself, it may be observe<l, affords a 
fair inference that there would be little scruple in tampering with the treaty 
also, when a sufficient object was to be gained by it." 

Finally, the Commission observe, " many of the above circumstances taken 
singly, and still more, all of them together, afford so strong a corroboratiuu of 
the truth of the main facts of the charge, as stated by Sheikh Ali Hussein, as in 
the opinion of the Commission to be quite irresistible, and it has therefore no 
hesitation in coming to the conclusion that the fraud was effected by his 
Highness Meer Ali Morad, and most probably at the time and in the manner 
set forth by that witness." 

22. Such are the strong and convincing grounds upon which the Commis
sion have unanimously found his Highness Meer Ali Morad guilty. further 
comment on the subject is altogether superfluous, and I now proceed tu the 
fourth head of my Minute, namely, to record my opinion as to how the case 
should be disposed of ; or, in other words, what notice should be taken of Ali 
l\lorad's flagrant misconduct, and what measures should be adopted for the 
resumption of the rights of which the British Government has been defrauded. 

23. There can be no doubt that Sir Charle1:1 Napier viewed Ali Morad'R con
duct with the indignation i t  deserves. He informed • Mr. Pringle, on one 
occasion, " Ali Morad was anxious to get the district of Meerpoor Mahtela 
acknowled�ed, as iie knew I suspected his honesty in that foul transaction, of 
which I had then no proof." And in the memorandum bringing the fraud to the 
notice of his successor, he stated that he was clearly of opinion that if the charge 
were proved the district should be resumed ; and although he did not anti
cipa�e that Ali )�orad would resist, �i r  C. Napier recominend_ed that the �om
misswner and tile officer commandmg the forces should be m Upper Scrnde, 
with a sufficient military force to support whatever measures might be requisite. 
The present Commissioner in Scinde, in addition to the resumption of the 
d istrict, would compel Ali Morari to make a suitable provision for the junior 

J'icle_ p_ara. �a of Ameers of Khyrpoor. '' I presume {obst:rves Mr. Pringle) that eYen if the 
Esbibtt (B.), No.i, fraud were openly brought home to the Ameer, whate\·er may be the opinion C. P. as to its moral turpitude, yet, adverting to his positioa as an 
It is necessary here to observe, that independent sovereign it would not be thought to call for strono-er �1r. _Pri�gle "'!'8 averse to a public measures than the res�mption of the districts which ha\·e � mqu1ry mto Ab Morad'a conduct, but • . • . • 

suggested that the case ehould be obtamed by means ol 1t, and that 1 f  tins can be effected w ithout 
decided against him � pa,11. Thia his open conviction it will hardly be thought expedient to 
�vernment thought it would �e un- expose to his own subjects, and to the world in general. as 
JU&t to condemn the Ameer without ·1 f b · · I h firat ailordin him an opportunity of �- _so as�},!lJ�C!, _!1 pri�c� _wit 1_ w �m _ we Rre �o C?Dt!nue 

defence, J appointed the Commie• on term! �1ty and aU!ance. Mr. Prmgle iurttiei: co_ntt�
�ion for that purpose. "pfflted-demandmf! from Ah Morad the revenne of the d1str1cts m 

arrear from the date on which Ali Morad fraudulently possessed himself of them. 
Our late Governor, Sir Geor.g.e Clerk, has recorded an opinion in fayour of more 
extreme measures. " Should it be fully established that Meer Ali Morad iT,d 

Minute on �of,/ pl!rpetrati: this fraud, his turpitude deserves not only that he should lose the 
da8ted 114 Apnl district so usurped, but that he should be deprived of all his possessions." 
l � � �  

�4. It is not from any sympathy towards Ali Morad that I dissent from �s 
opinion ;  on the contrary, it appears to me that were we ,merely to consider his 
personal deserts, no punishment we could inflict would be too severe for one who 

by 

• Yide Paper, dated the 11 11& September . 1849, Simla, headed " llec:ollectioaa." 
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by the late inquiry has been proved so worthless and unprincipled; and I feel 
an indignation scarcely to be described, ·that our general character for honour 
and honesty, ju:;tice and good faith, should have been so seriously compromised 
by the base and selfish intrigne� __ ?fa_ person_who has �en well described• as 
n-a fiian of unbounaecf"ilmoition and great tact, and consistent and unswerving 
in his purpose of aggrandizement." It is true that Sir G. Clerk has given such 
a picture of Ali Morad's government tbat there can be no doubt his removal 
from power would be a blessing to all now subject to his heartless and despotic 
rule. Our ally, Meer Ali Morad, bears an indifferent character; he seems to be 
addicted to field sports to a degree that precludes his deYoting any time to the 
affairs of his country or his subjects. In short, from all I can learn about him, 
I see no reasun to think that the accountst given in Lieutenant Forbes's Report is 
in any way erroneous. In my opinion, all we should do is "to give to him an 

impre�sive waming, and then to leave him to himself." :For this chief we ha,·e 
sacrificed so much, and so many, that if after the warning he is not reclaimed 
to a course mure creditable to our adoption, I would not heisitate to wrest his 
territory frum him. 

25. It is only, therefore, because I fear that the adoption of the extreme 
measure, apparently contemplated by Sir George Clerk, in . the event of Ali 
Morad's guilt being, as it has been, fully estabEshed, would be prejudicial to 
our character, t.hut I am an advocate for the adoption of a more lenient course. 
This is also recommended by the circumstance th.at a period of se,·en years has 
elapsed since the commi8sion of the crime for which he is now arraigned. Ali 

Morad is the creature of our own raising, used for the objects and purposes of 
the day, and were we now to dethrone him we could not escape from, howe\·er 
little we might deserve, the imputation of <loin� so merely because we had uo 
further need of his services. I would not incur the risk of this reproach, and the 
measures which have occurr.ed to me, as combining moderation and a suitaule 
punishment, are the following: 

26. In the first place, I would no longer recognize Meer Ali Morad as Rais 
Jr Chief of the Talpoor of Upper Scinde. With the exception of the sons of 
the late Meer Roostum and ;\fobarick, who, for reasons to be hereafter stated, 
should be remo\·ed from his Highness's control, there are in fact no Ameers 
remaining in Upper Scinde over whom he can exercise the authority of, e.nd 
exact the rights and services due to the Rais. The conquest of Scinde has 
removed them all. Ali Moorad would of course feel our declining to consider. 
him as Rais, as detracting from his rank and dignity. With this exception, I 
would leave him in the independent enjoyment of his own paternal inl1eritance, 
:rnd the lands he acquired by the cession of the Turban in December 1842, with 
the exceptions noticed hereafter. 

27. In the second place, I would declare that Ali Morad has, in consequence of 
the imposition he has practised on the British GQvernment, forfeited u11 the 
advantages he acquired under the treaty of Nownahar; in other words, I would 
altogether cancel that engagement, and demand payment from his Highness of 
all that he has received from the districts, from the period they ti l'St came into his 
possession up to th� present date. · No one will of course question the propriety 
of our resuming the <listricti, which, under cover of that treaty, fraudulently came 
into Ali Morad's possession. This will be merely taking back our own, and 
what never rightfully belonged to his Highness. The resumption, in addition, of 
the nine villages which were really ceded by the treaty of Nownahar, appears to 

me 

• i\lemorandum on the first connexion of the British Government with Ali Morad Talpour, dated 
Simla, 5 July 1849, prepared in the Foreign Office of the Government of India. 

t Vide his letter, dated 115 November 1847, No. 85 of the Appendix to Sir G. Cle.rk"s minute. 
"As regards Ali Morad's treatment of his relations, it has been and is most illiberal, to say the leai-t 
of it, and this in particular towards his eight nephew11, the son, of the late Mccra Ruo,tnm an<l M,,. 
barick. There is nuL. oue of his Highness's principal shikarees who ia not in mo,t respects far better 
offtl.ian they are. They have been reduced by want to the sale of their wives' ornaments and clothes. 
Shooting, hunting, hawking, their chief amusements in their better days, are now denied them. !Jut 
a few days back Meer Shere Mahomed, fourth son of the late Meer Roostum, appeared a suppliant 
for sub .. istence before the door, and is uow li,ing on the bounty of ber, who in bis father's life ti111e 
was a low courtezan in the Khyrpoor bazaar, and who is now the favourite wife of his Highnl'ss 
Meer A.li Morad, enjoying an income of nearly three laca a year.'' 
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me to be a very moderate penalty for the acts of fraud and deceit towards the 
Governme�t, u;y: whose P?wer he was raised, and by whose po�er, I may add, 
he was retamed rn authority ; and although, but for the detection of this fraud 
i t  would .be t"?o ]�te to notice penally his violent proc�dings at N�wna.har, they 
were most unJUSt16able, n.nd would no doubt have entailed npon hun the serious 
displeasure of the British Government, but for the transfer which about that 
time occurred, or the administration of Sciude. from the charge of Major Outram 
to that of Sir C. Napier, flll() the important eventi; which followed in rapid suc
cession. For Ali Morad was bound• to refer his disputes with h ii; brothers to the 
British authority in Scinde ; and i n  fact they were unde1· reference to Colonel 
Outram, when he thought proper to bring the matter at issue to be determined 
by the sword, and none of the AmeeJ'll had less excuse than himself for not sub
mitting his disputes to Major Outram's a1·bitrdtion ; for our records p rove that in 
September 1840, when he was threatened by a largP. force collected by Meer 
Nusseer Khan, the latter was required to d isperse his troops, u nder a threat that 
if  in  48 hours he failed to do so, a British force would be sent against him. A 
force for this purpose actually crossed the river to Roree, on the 23d September 
1 840, but N usseer Khan then y ielding, it was reca1led to Sukkur. Under these 
circumstances, the penalty I have suggested seems to me to be peculiar]y suit
able and appropriate. 

28. Respecting the value  of the districts propost!d to be resumed, we have the 
following information. Sheik Ali HuBSun state� that Meer Mobarick Khan 
divided l\fathela, Meerpoor, and Mehurkee into three separate tuppas, and gave 
the first and third to Meer Mahomed Ali, and the second to Meer Nusseer 
Khan. The treatv of Meer Mobarick Khan will show the division of these 
places amongst hi; sons. The three tuppas formerly yielded two lacs annually, 
latterly only about one lac. Mahtela alone probably yie]ds 1 0,000 rupees. The 
minister ought to know, because he states he formerly held all these places, in 
jagheer, from Ali Morad. Before the division into tuppas, i t  was µsual to write 
Meerpoor Mathela, but whet.her this included Mehrkce he does not know. After 
the division he l,elieves thP.y were called tuppas, not pergunnahs. Ali Morad 
must k now why pergunnah wast iuserted. In Scinde i t  is not usual to designate 
a purgunnah a tuppa, or a tuppa a purgunnnh. It is of course the interest of his 
Highness Ali Morad to represent the revenue of the three districts at a low figure. 
He therefore denies the ex-minister's valuation , and asserts t hat he can show that 
the net revenue realised from nine harvests amounted only to 1 ,31 ,000 rupees. 
At tl1 is rate the average annual produce, he states, would be only Rs. 29 ,055. 1 3.t 
Fortunately, however, we possess authentic information on the subject. During 
the }luslee year 1 255, corresponding with A .  n. 1 844-45, the actual re"·enue 
realised, exclusive of arrears, from these d istricts, was as follows : 

Total collection from the village of Dadloo -
Ditto, d itto, from the districts of Meerpoor Mehrkee 
Ditto, ditto, from the town or village of Mehtela -

Graml Total • Rs. 

Ju. 
2,520 

1 ,61 ,1 06 
2,066 

1 ,65,683 

a. P· 

5 11  
1 3  1 

3 -

Under the Ameers, the pergunnahs of Meerpoor and Mehrkee were distinct
portions of the large pergunna of Mehtela, which at one time comprised, besides 

the 

• Namely by the 5th article of the treaty with Khyrpoor, negotiated by Sir A. Burns, dated � 
25th December 1 838, which stipula!es, " The �meer ao_d hi� heirs and successors will nol _commit 
aggressions on any one. If, by accident, any dispute :mse with any one, the settlement of 1t !hall 
be submitted to the nrbitrntion and award of the Hrilish Government." Scinde Blue Book, No. 1 19. 
This was made ·appliet1ble to Meer Ali Morad by a separate treaty, dated the �8th December 1838. 
Scinde Blue Book, No. u4-

t The ex-minister here explains that if " tuppa " had been written, it must have been entered before 
each place, wherena " pergunna " included all three. The l'E'ason also why " Mnhtela " alone was first 
written and " Mehrkee '' afterwarcls added, was that, as above stated, they had been separated, aad 
Ali 1\fo�arl included all three. Besidl!s this, us Mahomed Ali's seal was not affixed to the trenty, and 
Meer N u�seer Khan had no interest in tbe tuppa& of Mathela and Mehrkee, if Meerpoor alone had 
been alluded to, the two other tuppa1 would have been e�clude-d, 

l Vick Ali l\lorad'& remarks on the discrepancies of the evidence, dated the �8th April 1 850, C.P. 
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the whole of the tuppa, di vii.ions now forming the pergunna of Gotkee �nd o�hers. 
There is a village called Meerpoor, but none called Mehrkee. There 1s a village 
-called Mahtela, and likewise a pergunna of the same name.• Som� confusion has 
arisen from the circumstance that whereas Meerpoor wa.s at one time a tuppa of 
Mahtela, and subsequently created by the British Government into a pergunna, 
of which Mahtela formed a tuppa ; on the other hand, Mahtela was formerly a 
pergunnah, of which Meerpoor formed a tuppa, but it (Mahtela), under us, was 
reduced to a tuppa in the pergunnah of Meerpoor. The total collections of the 

Rs. a. P· 
Town of Meerpoor i n  A. D. 1 844-45 was 6,657 

Ditto, ditto, of the pergunna (now tuppa) of Mahtela in 
ditto, was 23,85 6  

Add, ditto, ditto, of  the town of Mahtela, in  ditto: was - 2,066 13 1 

Total - - - Rs. 32, 579 13 1 

From the above information it · seems very probable that Mr. Pringle's 
-opinion is correct, that the result (of the resumption) as regards our interests 
would be to retain for us an annual revenue of upwards of a lac and a half of 
:rupees, with arrears from the time when the districts were made over to the 
Amcer in anticipation of Sir Charles Napier's arrangements. 

29. In the thi rd place, I would propose that all the junior Amecrs, for whom 
Mr. Pringle most properly suggests that a provision should be made, should be 
withdrawn from Ali l\forad's control, and be p1aced under the protection of the 
British Government, their jagheer�, of which I shall presently show they have 
been wrongfully deprived, being Testored to them under such terms and conditions 
as may be deemed expedient. We have for some time past had the appeals of 
these unfortunate princes under our consideration, and the time appears to me to 
have arrived when we can with safety render them partial justice ; and a stronger 
case for the compassionate consideration of Government can scarcely be imagined. 
I advocate their claims for such consideration, not only with reference to the pecu
liar circumstances of our connexion with Scinde, from its commencement  up  to 
its final conquest, but also on grounds of equity and justice, and a regard for our 
own reputation , and from compassion to a line of fallen princes, the ,·ictims ofcir
cumstances, who were, from no fault of their own, suddenly reduced from a h igh 
position, rank and affluence, to poverty and exile. I further advocate their cause, 
because no one can deny that the posteritv of the late Meer Roostum Khan have 
peculiar claims on the generosity of the British Government, not only in return 
for the numerous acts of friendship that unfortunate ch ief evinced towards us in 
time of difficulty, but likewise on account of their own personal conduct at the 
time, and subsequent to the conquest of Scinde. Lastly, I shall adduce proof 
which in my judgment amounts to a certainty, that these jagheers are now held 
by Meer Ali Morad by as base an act of fraud and deception, as that practised on 
the British Government in regard to the districts of Meerpoor, Mahtela, and 
Mehrkee, and I am happy to add, that fortunately for the ends of justice, his 
r�ght to retain them has never been acknowledged, but, on the contrary, has been 
challenged by two successive Governors-general, Lord Ellenl.Jorough and Lord 
Hardinge. 

30. In illustration of this part of the subject, and for the sake of reference, 
I annex to my minute a genealogical tablet of the Ameers of Upper Sci_nde. I 
would l ikewise refer to Major Outram's letter to Sir Charles Napier, dated the 
'24th January 1843, showing that on that date there were 1 8  chiefs possessing 
estates, with 30 sons, besides daughters, to provide for, all of whom were after
wards involved in  Meer Roostum's ruin, and, with two exceptions, were not 
,even charged with any act of hostility against the British Goverument. 

3 1 .  The 

� This information is condenseJ from a correspondence between Major Go]dney, the Collector of 
.Sh1_karpoor, and the Commissiou, which is recorded in the Appendix to their Proceeuiogs. Exhibit 
(B.1, N o. !.I to No. 7. 

t Thi11, I belie,-e, was received from the Government of India. 
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31 .  The follo\dog summary, condenst:d from the correspondence• which hit! 

taken place between this Government and Mr. Pringle, on the subject of the sons 
and famil ies of the late .Meers Roostum and Mobarick Khan, will forciblv illus. 
trate the deplorable state of poverty to which they are reduced, their cl�ims to 
consideration, and the strong reasons which exist for i mmediate measures being 
adopted for ameliorating their condition. In Angust 1 848 this Government 
received a petition from :\Jeer '.'\fahomed Al i  Khan and Meer Ali Mahomed Khan, 
sons of l\Jobarick Khan, praying that a provision might be assigned to them 
simi lar to those which had been granted to other chiefs i n  Scinde subsequent to 
the conq1. 1est. Tlwy represeuted that previous to the conquest they were chiefs 
of their own Illaq ua, yielding a revenue of about three lacks per annum, and that 
i n  order to propi tiate �leer Ali Morad , they had transferred to h im villages of 
the ann ual vulue of 20,000 rupees. " We h,1"e claims," they observed, "  on 
both sides. At presen t  we have no means to maintain ourselves and to preserve 
our character ; our families are i n  great distress. The Company's Government 
ha:;, made sui table provision for the support of the chiefs of the countries it lias 

conq uered ; for i nstance, the chiefs of Bengal, G uzerat, Madras, have been duly 
provided for. The said Ameer wil l  make no prq•;ision for us. As our landll and 
property are in the possession of Government, and as our other things are in the 
hands of Al i  Morad, we request that, according to the principles of j ustice and 
equity ,  provisions sim ilar to those made for other �hiefs may be made for our 
support." This was forwarded to Mr. Pringle, who i n  reply merely imbmitte<l 

copy of two petitions which these Ameers had, in common with other rdati011s 
of the ex-Ameers, on the 2d April 1847, presented to Sir Charles Napier, with 
a memorandum which his  Excellency had recorded thereon on  the 1 0th idem.• 

32. The first petition was from fivet of the sons of the late Meer Roostum 
Khan, and stated, " It is the custom of the great and brave to think. and feel for 
those who have fallen from high estate, and upon whom there i s  oppression ; the 
Almighty approves of thi s. In sympathy for us  your Excellency inquires of 
Mee1· Ali M orad as to our state and condi tion ; may God reward you for this. 
But our circumstances are in  this wise : Meer Al i  Morad i s  ful ly aware of oar 
numbers, of the members of our families, of our people, and our necessary 
expenses ; yet, notwithstanding this, he has stated that we recei ve yearly 21,000 
r upees, which would not he more than sufficient for one of us, and yet we 
take our oaths to God that for no one year have we received much more than 
one quarter of that. sum, as will be seen from the annexed memorandum. More
over, from the time of our coming to live under Ali Morad, a period of three 
years, <luring the whole time we have not, up to the pri>sent time, recovered 
so much (21,000 rupee!'!) from him ; neither do we hope or expect to receiYe at 
that rate for the future." In conclusion, they sol ici t that the British Governme11t 
will annually receive from Ali  Morad the sum he mentions (21 ,000 rupees), and 
pay it to them when they will residl:' in such part of the British territories as 
may be poi nted out. " Thus shall we be relieved from the oppr.ession now upon 
us by night and day to such an extent that we cunnot writ.e i t, and we will pray 
for the British. If  the Government wish to take our securities, notwithstanding 
we are so weak that \\ e could not turn an insect, yet we would give as our secu
rities men in whom confidence can be placed ." 

. 33. The second petition wa-s from threet of the sons of the late �fobarick Kliau, 
two§ sons of Meer Nusseer Khan, and two I I sons of the late Meer Fuzzlcc Maliomed 
Khan,  and states as follows : " Permit us to represent to you that when our uncle, 
.Meer Roostum Khan, fled at the instigation  of l\Jeer Ali Momd, our brother, 
l\leer Nusseer Khan, accompanied him, and we with great feur and tremb l ing, 
leaving all  our property in our houses, ran away to the Desert, where w e  received 
messag.cs from Ali Morad, tell ing us to fly further, or we should be ma<le pri
soners ; and on what he said we went to Mooltan. Here we wished to make 

our 

• The whole ,,f this correspondence will be found in the sPrie:1 (D.) of pape1s prepared by �Ir. 
Pringle for the Governor-general, App. C. P. 

t Meer A li Ukbar Khan, Meer Ali Mudhun Khan, Meer Shere Mahomed Khan, Meer Gholam-
Mahomed Khan, Meer Doss Mahomed Khan. 

:t: Meer Mahomed Ali ,  Meer Ali Mahomed Khan, Meer Wullee Mabomed �han. 
\ Meer Alli Muddut Khan, Meer Ali Ahmed Khan. 
II Meer Ali Bukah Khan, Meer Ameer Bukul Khan. 
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our salaam to the British, through the medium of Bhawul K han ; but a constant 
succession of messengers came to us from Al i  Morad, frightening us, and saying 
that we should by no means approach the British through Bhawul Khan, and 
not to m ake friendship with h im,  as, if we did ,  we should be made prisoners. 
To give our hearts confidence, he (Ali �lorad) sent us word, saying he was our 
near relative, and that he gave us advice by which we sl1ould be benefited. Un
acquainted with the ways of the British ,  and ignorant of the artifices i n  the 
heart of :\ leer Ali :\lorad, we did not come into the Sirkar. After th is, Ali :\Jurad 
sen t  us word, desiring us to keep u p  our spirits, to come to him, and that h e  
would make arrangements for us with G overnment. On hearing this, w e  made 
certain that the portions of territory which had not been taken possession of nor 
given in exchange by the Government, but whic h  were held by Ali Morad, would 
either be restored to us by l 1 im will ingly, or that he would be m ade to do so by 
the British, and we wi th all our fami lies came to him. We e'<pected to  make 
our salaam to the Government through h im, hoping that some arrangement 
would be made for us ; but Meer Ali Morad told us to be qu iet, asking what 
arrangements- we ex pected to make with the Brit ish ; that we should be sent to 
Calcutta as prisoners. On hearing this, we becarne sorrowful, saying i n  our 
hearts, ' Oh, God, what fault have we committed that we are amenab le to such 
punishm ent ? '  I n  short, being helpless, we are passing our days in great distress ; 
so much so, that the  sun is the place of our bread, and i n  lieu of meat there is 
blood ; the lancet of oppression falls daily from Ali Morad on the wins of our 
lives to such an  extent, that we cannot keep borly and soul together. It  has 
always been the practice of the British Government to look with the eye of kind
ness upon the poor and humble, and i t  is the wish of the same to protect the 
well born. The Government dues not pun ish those who are guiltless of crime ; 
indeed, it protects and presen-es the honour of the families of those w ho come 
under its displeasu re, it does not al low them to lose their honour ; for i ustance, 
there are the families of the :\leers of Hyderabad. But perhaps Government is 
n(\t aware of the cruelty we are suffering, and if  our state i s  known, i t  is our 
misfortune. Had we committed any fault against the Go\·ernment, of course for 
very shame we should have been hopeless of receiving k ind ness ; but we are 
guiltlt238 of any fault, and we cannot understand why we should not be looked 
kindly u pon by Government." The_y then truly observe, " We have heard from 
some that lands which were formerly our fathers', and which have neitl 1er been 
taken by Governmeut nor given in  exchange for other lauds (to Ali Morad ), that 
these were i ntende<l for the subsistence of the family of M eer Mobarick ; but 
Meer Ali Morad hai:! not given us the tenth part of them, consuming the " hole 
h imself. Possibly thi s  is not known to the Government ; i f  i t  was. we should not 
remain in this d istress. We hold in our posse�sion the papers of our fa.t i ters' share 
of territoty, bearing the seals of .Meers Sohmb Khan an<l Roostum Khan. Amongst 
these, are Meerpoor Mehr, in the pergunnah of Mathela ; Kundia, in the per
gunnah of Khyrpoor ; Koteera, i n  the pergunnah of  Koheera ; and No Kaha : 
these are i n  the hands of' Al i  M orad . The following are i n  the hands of the 
British : Gotekee Adhilpoor ; the "· i llages of Jettooree ; those of Syn <l pore, of 
which syuds are the zemindars ; and some lands wli ich we bought o f  Attghans 
in the Shikarpoor country, are also htld by the Bri tish, because it is not known 
to them that these were purchased by us. In short, there is  no land in t ! , e  hands 
of the family of the late .\leer l\l obarick by which they can subsist themselves ; 
and other purchast'd land h as been restored by the Government. to i ts  owi.ers. 
A few villages which Meer Nusseer Khan gave to his family have not as yet been 
received in exchange by the British, as they are ignorant on the subject, and 
Ali Morad enj oys them ; aml he, constantly seeing our w retched state, never 
gives us anything from them. We pass our time with much tiifficulty, Meer Ali 
Morad never giv ing us  a thought .  When we fte<l to the Desert, we left in Khyr
poor much property, weap,rns, and cloth, all of which were plundered ., by Ali 
Morad . Up to this time we have been in expectation that when Gov1::rnment 
inquiTed about us, this would be restored to us, and we have still that hope. We 
also hope that Government wi l l  seize our hands, now in  the ocean of oppression, 
and drag us out on the bunk of justice ; that it will look upon our cond ition and 

that 

* The Digests of Intelligence of Scinde, towards the end of 1 84-11, 61tablish I.he fad I.bat the pw• 
.perty of theae Ameer1 at Khyrpoor di<l fall into Ali Moiad's hand,. 
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that of our families and children with the eye of kindness ; for sympathy first 
falls on women and children. Al� that OoTernment will give a thought for our
subsistence, and that such country � may be bestowed upon us be given with 
the British seal ; for i f  the Government gives us nothing, we shall certainly 
perish, when the women of the families of Meer Roostum and Mobarick will be 
ruined, and thus shame will come upon the Government. We number 30 souls
in the family of Meer Mobarick ,  aud with follo"·ers and all are 1 ,000. We do 
not receive from Ali Morad food sufficient for one of us ; oppression of various 
kinds at his hands is always upon us, beyond what we can describe. If any of 
our people go into the j ungle to gather fire\\ oorl, they are seized, put in the stocks, 
and fined by his servants. He constantly makes us a target for the arrows of his 
indignity, saying we are l ike the lmngys who carry dead hog, and that if he were 
not security for us we should go to our brothers. By the oath of God, to hear 
such language, it would be preferable to be in a British gaol !" The petition con
cludes by requesting that they may be aJlowecl to reside with their families in 
British territory, on their furnish ing the security of men of weight. 

34. Annexed to this petition is a memorandum of the family of Meer Roostum 
Khan antl their dependents, and showing that during the Fuslee 1 257 ( 1 846-47), 
all tlaey receiH•d from Ali l\Jorad amounted to Rs. 5,963. 1 3. 6. Then follows. 
a statement • furnished by Meer Ali l\lorad,  showing i n  detail that he gave to 
the family of  Meer Roostum alone jagheers in the aggregate of  t he value of 
21,000 rupees per annum, which i s  at all events an admiStiion on his part that 
they are at least entitled to that amount. 

35. The pathetic appeals of the i:ons of Meers Hoostum and Mobarick found 
no response in the breast of the conqueror of Scinde.t Forgetting the admis
sions he had repeatedly made, that Ali .1\Jorad was only entitlt-d ro the lands 
appe1taining to the Turban, aud that he was not entitled to the private lands 
which belonged to Meers lloost!lm and Mobarick, und overlooking the fact that 
the Governor-general (Lord Ellenborough) had challe11ged his right to the 
Jatter, be sternly rejected the petition, on the following grounds : 1 st .  That Ali 
Morad had been the faithful ally of the British, when the whole of hi:!! family, 
by their m iscouduct,:J:. subjccted themselves to the punishment which hefel them •. 
2d. That the petitioners fled from thei r country when their army was defeated 
and Scinde conquered by the British . 3d. That they returned under the pro
tection and guarantee of his Highness, and at their own request. Sir C. Napier 
then observes, " If  they are not content with the way in  which his Highness 
behaves to them, I am sorry for it, but I neither can nor will interferP. ; they 
may leave his terri tory if they please. The petitioners of the fami ly of Meer 
Roostum were the men who produced the war by their misconduct and hostility 
to the British ; they were more guilty than any others, and have no c laims upon 
the British . They are the subjects of his Highness while they choose to dwell 

under 

• This appran to hnvt> lieeu furni,hed by the Meer to Sir C. Napier in February 1 8,1 7. 
t On ti1c 1 6th August 1 843, Sir Chnrles N.ipier informed the Go\·emor-genHal, '' By ref .. rcnce 

to my letters and proclnm11tiom, it will be st•en that J promised to pre>�erv1• to all the A meer11 their 
right1. I more than C'nce rept-ated to their H ighnessea Ali :Morad and Meer Roostum that all should 
be supported in their rights and poi;sessions." Yide Supplement to Scinde Blue Book, No. 19g. 

:t. In u �ubilequent part of my .M i nute (infrn para.), I have d1mied that these Amee,s  were per
aonal ly en�aged iu hostilities again11t us, and 1 repeat that the information rontained i n  the Scinde 
Digest 1 ,f lntt'lligenre corroborates the opinion I entertair., that the Upper Scinde Ameers never 
entertained hostile riesigns nr.:aiust ul'. Their hostilt feelings were against Al i  Morad, not again�t 
the British Government ; ar.d the cause of hosti lity was his treatment of their chief, Meer Roostum. 
Thus on the 4th January, it ii. noted, a lt-Uer had been received from the Lower Scinde Ameers, 
call ing up1�n Al i  l\lorad to rcimtate M eer Roostum in all his pt>si;t•ssiPns a nd rightful authority, 
and s1a1in11; that if he declined, they would join the latter ; " they a1 e all most inveterate against 
Ali l\torad; 11nd are det,·rminrd to resist h is authority with ar ms in their hands." On the 8th January, 
it was �enerally understood that they (the Ameers of Dinght'e) had been written to by Meer 
Roo�tum, to abbtftin from any hostilities with the Englith, but when the B1itish forces moved down 
towa, ds }}y<lnobad, tht: whole of the Ameers were to asscml,le and dfst1 oy Meer Aii �lorad, against 
whom the i,ittcrcst feelinfs are excited, and chiefly from his conduct towards Meer Huoi.tum, On 
the 91h Januorv t hl' general opinion is " t hat the Ameers have been gi,·en to u nderstand by Meer 
Ali J\lorad, th�t if captured by the General t!iey will be imprisoued. They l1a,·e no intenti� of 
hosti l i ty again�t tht• English, but they foster the idea that as the British troops hnvc been with• 
drawn frcm Atlghani,tan and Shiknrpoor, thnt at no remote period the}' wi l l  11lsu be withdrawn from 
SdndP, and then they medit ate the destruction of !\I ler Ah .M ornd." 2 1 st January. " The feciing 
of indignatiou agai1,st Ali Morad was very strong." No idea of hostility iii thought of among them. 
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under his protection, and the British Government has n o  right to interfere 
between his Highnes11 the Rais and his subjects, especially those of hiA own 
family, and for· whose conduct he is responsible. If the members of M eer 
Roostum's family choose to memorialize the Supreme Government to be sent to 
Calcutta. I will forward their memorial to that effect, the same being sent 
through his Highness." · The memorandum concludes by d eclining to receive 
any communications from the  A meers in question, except through A li Morad, 
and stating that, " the petition of the family of Meer Roostum is in  most of its 
as8ertions wrong. I t  is not in coinruon sense to assert that the petitioners had 
committed no offence against the British Government, for their offences reduced 
them to their present state of dependence on their relation and chief the 
Rais." 

86.  It would be very ea."!y to show that these remarks are chiefly founded on 
assumptions. These unfortunate chiefs certainly, as it was their d uty to do, 
accompanied their parent, the then Rais, when he was first scared away by his 
fears from Khyrpoor, and afterwards from Dejee ; but  much as I have studied 
the Scinde question, I ha\'e not been able to discover that they were personally 
engaged in any act of hostility against the British Government ; for the first act 
of h ostil i ty was the aggression on our part against the fort of Emamghad, which 
no one resisted. One thing is quite certain ,  when Sir U. Napie1· d irected Meer 
Roostum to proceed to Hy<lerabad to meet 'Major Outram, not one of the  peti
tioners accompanied him, and consequently they could not have participated in 
the next hostilities (namely, the attack of t�e Residency, on the 14th, and the 

: battle of Meeanee, on the 1 7th Februarv 1 843) . Surely, fl"eing for refuge into the 
Desert, and afterwards to l\Jooltan , was no offence against Government. But I 
am anticipating. 

37. In September 1 848 another representation was forwarded to Mr. Pringle 
from three• of the sons of Meer Roostum,  complaining of the  tyranny and op
pression of Al i  Morad. In his reply, after referring to a separate corresfondence 
relatiug to the first of the petitioners, the Comrnissionert reported that when at 
Khyrpoor in  February last he had made full inquiries i nto the case of the other two 
Amee�, " and was led to bel ieve that they had substantial grounds of complaiut  
against his HighnessAli Morad ; "  hut that he  had dPlaycd reporting on the subject 
unti l  he could obtain  " certain information relative to the appropriation of the 
territories of the late Meers Roostum and Mobarick, to enable him to point  out 
the manner in which a future provision mi �ht be made for their sons," and was 
awaiting the reply to a reference he had made to Sir C. Na pier respecting them.  
The Commissioner was, i n  reply, i nformed that he should not delay his  report 
on the case of these two Amcers, the oLj ect of Go,·ernment being " to rescue 
them from present oppression ; and the attainment of that is inconsistent  with 
and ought not to be delayEd by consi.derations as to the revenue they should in 
future enjoy, or the sources from whence it shall be derived." 

38. In answer to this requisition,  Mr. Pringle submitted to Government a 
correspondence between Captain Forbes, the Resident at Khyrpoor, and him
self, on the condition of the descendants of Meers Roostum aud Mobarick, and 
of the j unior Ameers generally at Khyrpoor, under the guarantee of his High
ness Al i  Morad ; and that having endeavoured by inquiry on the spot, and i n  
personal communication with the Resident, to a:-certain  the real cha racter . of 
the treatment of these Ameers, '' the result was confirmatory of the opiuions ex
pressed by Captain Forbes, and led to the conclusion that the t1·eatmenl wli ich 
the members of the families of his brothers, the l ate Meers Roostum and f\.foLa
rick, received from Ali Morad, was far from � ind and liLeral, and that the onl v  
means of effectually ameliorating their condition would be to remove them fro� 
under his protection together." He did not inquire minutely into their griev
ances, as th is could not be done vri thout fu rther embroiling them with h is  High
ness ; but '' the general i mpression from all he h eard and saw was to the above 
effect." The  Commissioner added, that Captain Forbes bears testimony " to the 

peaceable 

• Meer l\lahomcd H ouNJain Khan, M eer Ali Murdhan Khan,  Meer Mahomed Ali K han. 
t Letters to Mr. Pringle, dated 14th Stptembcr 1 848, and 1 6lh Aug111t 1 849 ; and rl'ply theret'> 

of the ut September 1849. 
7f N N 
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peaceable conduct of these Ameers since they ha'1e been Teeitling under tae 
guarantee of Ali M orad, and with adv�rtt>nee to the opinion formed by him, 
after good opportunities for observation, I see no reMon t.o apprehend anr risk 
to the peace of the country, from their now bei11g withdrawn from his Higanel!II' 
guarantee and settled in  Bri tish Scinde under the surveillance of the- local 
authorities ; w hi le the general character of the treatment they eJtperienoe froD1 
his Highness, and the uncertainty of the provision for their maintenance under 
him,  would seem to justify the adoption of this course.' '  The provision Tecom
men<led by Captain Forbes, either in jagheer or money, for each of the families 
of Meers Roostum and Mobarick, is 20,000 rupees per annum, which, with refer
ence to their numbers and position, and the assignments which have already 
been professedly made to them, as also to the allowance made to the Hyder
abad Ameers, Mr. Pringle consider:, suitable ; and i f  granted, he recommends 
that the recipients should reside in the vicinity of Hyderabad under the sun-eil
lance of t he Collector, and that the allowance, if in j agheer, should be in British 
territory ; or, if i n  money, w hich he i s  dispo!.led to prefer, should be paid through 
the Br�tish Government. The charge for the provision for Meer Roostum's 
family, both Captain Forbes and the Commissioner suggest, should be borne by 
Ali Morad, " because he  is now in possession of Meer Roostum's territories, and 
also because the cession of the Turban and h i s  patrimonial lands Ly Meer Roostum, 
in v irtue of which Meer Al i  Morad\; title to the i r  possession was recognii-ed • by 
us, appears to have been made under a reciprocal obl igation on the part of Meer 
Ali Morad to provide for the maintenance of Meer Roostum.,. .On the other 
hand, both officers concur in  opinion that the provision for Meer Mobarick's 
family should be at the cost of the British Government, because we hold the 
terri tories of that Ameer by conquest. But, adds :Mr. Pringle, '' i f  the confir
mation of the terri tory north of Horee has not been already promised uncon
ditionally by Sir  C. Napier to Ali Morad, I am of opinion, that as any 
cession i n  that q uarter would be matter of  favour and not of right, it may uot 
unreasonably be charged wi th  the condition of provid ing for the family ,of his 
brothe r  Meer Moburick, the uncertainty of whose maintenance, and illiberality 
of whose treatment un<ler h im ,  forces us to interfere on their behalf.'' 

39. On referring to Captain Forbes' report, it appeai·s that i n  December 1 848, 
the pet itions from two of the sons of Me(•r �Jobarick to this Goven1ment were 
forwarded for h i s  report, and with reference to this and similar petitions from 
others of the ex-Arneers and their relatives a t  Calcutta, Bombav, and Scinde, the 
Resident, after ful l  inquiry and mature consideration, was requ.ired to report :-

1 st. W ho of the ex or minor Ameers and their relatives are now living under 
the prokction an<l guarantee of his Highness Meer A l i  Morad ? 

2d . Wliat i s  the position of these individuals as respects their original rcla tiou 
and conduct towa-r<ls the Brit ish Government, .and ho.w far <loes it give or deprive 
them of claims  to our favourable consideration ? 

3d. How far wou ld  i t  now be advantageous to the i n terests or character of the 
British Government to extend to all or any of these individuals favourable .con
sideration, wi thout reference to thei r original relation and conduct towar,ds it ? 

4th.  \Vhat is the  nature and the  character of tLe treatment they receive from 
his H ighness Meer Al i  Morad ? 

5th. I f  that treatment is  harsh, and if the original claims of the individuals, nr 
the modifications which time and circumstances may have effected in their posi
tion, would make it advantageous to the interests and character of the British 
Government to ameliorate tht!ir condition, is the time now arrived when they 
m ight be w ithdrawn from his  Highness's guarantee, and provided with a settle
ment i n  B ri tish 8cinde ? 

6th. I f  this be the case, i n  what locality, and u nder w hat surveillance or r� 
strictions would i t  be Advisable to place them ; what assignments i n  land or 
money would be suitable for their m aintenance ; what would be the annual 
aggr�gak charge on this account ; and to what party should i t  be debited, tll 
the Bri tish Government or to his Highness :\leer Ali Morad ? 

In prosecuting these inquiries, secrecy and caution were enjoined on the Resi
dent, 

• This is a mislake. The ceesion of Meer RorJatum'• patrimonial luds has never been recGgnised 
by us ; only that of Turban. 
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dent, and a caa:eful avoidance of anything which mjght tend to excite Ali 
Morad's distrust, or unreasonable expectations on the part of his relations. 
Finally, Captain Forbes was desired to . include in his report the case of any 
other of the ex-Ameer's relatives, who, although not at present living under t� 
protection or guarantee of Ali Morad, may have similar claims to our aeRSiaer
ation with those who are so situated. 

40. With his reply, Captain Forbes furnished the fol1owing list of the minor ' 
Ameers of Khyrpoor, with, as far a3 he could ascertain, the amount of revenue 
they derived from the jaghire assigned for their support by Meer Ali Morad :-
------------------,------------------

· - - -- -AG-B._I YBARLT REVB1'WB. 1 ____ •_•_•_,4_R_a::_1. __ _ 

Sons of Meer Roostum : 
1 .  Meer Ali Ukbar 
2. Meer Ali Murdhan -
a. Meer Shere Mahomed • 
,. Meer Ghoolam Mahomed 

Sons of Meer AJi Ukbar : 
1 .  Meer Ghoolam Shah 
2. Meer Ali Oohur 
a. Meer Nudjif Ali -
4. Meer Sohrab Ali 
5. Meer Soortaf Ali 
6. Meer Ohoolam Ali -
7. Meer Abdool Kadar 
s. Meer Allah Datmh -

Son of Meer Ali :Murdban : 
1 .  Meer Mozzuffu Ali -

Sons and Grandsons of Meer Mo
barick Khan, deceased : 

48 
33 
28 
23 

20 
15 
11 
10 
7 
6 
" 
,, 

13 

1 .  Meer Mahomed Ali 37 

�. » .. r AU Mabemed 28 
a. Keer Watlee Mafiomed - 26 

Sons of , Meer NulSeEIW Khan, at 
Poona : 

l .  Meer Ali Mudduk -
!2. Meet' A.:hmed Ali -

Son of Meer Ali Mahomed : 
l. Meer Ali Hydur 

Son of :Meer Wullee- Mahomed : 
1 .  Meer Mobarick Khan -

Gnmdtion& of llobarrick Khan, 
Sons of Meei- Pazzle Khan, de
ceased, 

I. Meer Ali Buktah 
2. Meer Buksh -

Sons of Meer Sooliman Khan : 
1. Keer Mahomed Khan 

2. Moreed Hydnr - -
a. -- Ghoolam Shah 

Son of Meer Mahomed Khan : 
I .  Meer Allee Dattah -

1. Meer Zahangheer Khan 

2- Meer Cbakur Khan 

12 
8 

9 

7 

20 
15 

48 

33 
28 

20 

64 

70 
0_:_1� 

From 8,500 ru
pees to 9,:mo ru
pees at the most; 
kardars, &c., &c. 
to be paid out of 
thi,. 

From 800 to 
400 rui:iees at ; 
most ; kardars · 
are paid out of 
this. 

N N 2  

One daughter. 

One wife-. 

By a concubillt'. 
By a concubine. 

- - 'fhree wives Lone daughter 
married to Ali .m udtfuck, son 
of Meer N usaeer Khan. 
Two ,riv•. 
Two wives. 

One wife. 
One wife. 

- - One wife ; one daifihter be-
trothed to Meer Taj ahomed, 
second son of Ali Morad. 
One wife. 
One wife. 

- - Two wives ; 
married. 

on«! daughter 

One wife. 
( co,atiaueJ) 
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___________ _  I .AGL I YB.All.LY BBV&NUL :anu:aa:s. 

Som of Chakur Khan 
1 .  Meer Nubbee Bux -
2. Meer Goolam Moortaga. -
3. Meer Ahmed Ali - -

Son of Meer Ghoolam Moortaga : 
1 .  Meer Ali Bux 

1. Meer Mahomed -

Sons of Meer Mahomed : 
I. Meer Goolam Hydur 
2. Meer Goolam N ubbee 
8. Meer Abbess Ali • 
4. Meer Houssein Ali • 
5. Meer Fuzzle Ali 
6. Meer Buchal Khan 
7. Meer Ali Bux 

1 .  Meer Ahmed Khan 

Sons of Meer Ahmed Khan ; 
1. Meer Ali Dattah • 
2. Meer Allah Muddud 
3. Meer Goolam Houssein -
,. Meer Futteh Khan -
6. Meer Buksh Ali 
6. Meer Sooltan Ali 
7. Meer Looft Ali 
8. Meer Dost Ali 
9. Meer Ghoolam Ali • 

J .  Meer Ghoolam Mustapha 

His Son : 
1. Meer Ghoolam Ali -

1 .  Meer Karum Khan 

Son of Meer Khoodoo Bux, de
ceased : 

1 .  Meer Klnt.n Neudah 

29 
22 1 i 18 . I 

3 
,s 

27 
2.0 
15  
16 

9 
10  
2 

48 

20 
19 
1 7  
15 
18 
1 1  

9 
6 
3 

40 

6 
26 

21 

I One wife. 
- , ; One wife. 

' I  
' I  

I Three wives. 

I o  .,. 
1 1 ne wue. 
' One wife. 

From 800 to 
400 rupees at 
most ; kardars { 
are paid out of I 
this. 

By a concubine. 
- - One wife. A quiet respect
able man. 

One wife. 

: I 1 , • - One daughter. A very quiet 
: i respectable man. 

I 
I - , - - One wife, two sist.eni, the 

eldest betrothed to Meer Sha 
Newaz, ·his Highness Ali Mo
rad's eldest son, and is to be 
married in February. 

41 . With reference to the four sons and nine grandsons, with which the above 
list commences, Captain Forbes, with much force and truth, observes, " The 
family of the late ex-Ameer Roostum I have ever considered deserving, from the 
British Government, of far more consideration than it appears hitherto to h ave 
met with, whether in regard to the long-stand_ing fr iendship which existed 
between it and the late head of that family, or to the extent of blame which 
ought to be attached to their individual share i n  the events of 1 842-43, which 
ended in the exile of that Ameer, and in their present state of dependence and 
want ; and that their case should receive such consideration I am the more 
anxious, as I fed that. the decision Government must come to on it, namely, to 
ameliorate their condition, must be highly advantageous to its character." 
In these sentiments I most cordially concur ; they do great honour to the 
Resident. 

42. From the same report we obtain the following melaucholy h istory of the 
hardships which these most unfortunate princes have endured, from the date of 
the battle of Meeanee up to the present time : -" Meer Al i  Ack bar, Meer Roos
tum's second son , was the only one present in the battle of Meeanee. From 
that field he joined h is  three brothers, Ali  Murdhan, Shere Mahomed, and Do�t 

Mahomed (deceased), at Kocha, in the Khyrpore territory. In  July of the 
same year ( 1 843), having during the interval never left the Khyrpore State, 
they, with the permission of his Highness Meer Ali  Morad, settled at :Meer
ahwah , wht!re they continued quietly to reside until the 14th May 1844, 
when they were, by order of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde (App. (A.) , 

removed 
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removed prisoners to Khyrpore. This order originated in a petition (App. (B.) 
which the four Ameers sent to Sir Charles Napier, and by which petition his 
Excellency appears to have first learned that petitioners were residing in the 
Khyrpore territory. That petitioners were not made prisoners -for any attempt 
at disturbing the peace of the country appears from an extract from a letter 
dated the 29th June 1844, from his Highness Ali Morad, but solely because his 
Highness's protection of them was not authorised ( L\ pp. (C.) and (D.). In  this 
letter his Highness Ali Morad writes : " Meer Ali Akbar, Meer Ali Murdhan, 
and the other sons of Meer Roostum (with the exception of Meer Mahomed 
Hussein), since the battle of Meeanee, have beha7ed obediently to the British 
Government and to me. Seeing this, I permitted them to remain at Mehrapore, 
and I gave them encouragement. Now your Excellency's order has reached 
Captain Malet, and this officer directed me to seize �leer Ali Uk bar, &c. ; and 
according to thi!i, I sent some horsemen for the purpose. There were many 
Belooches about them, but they showed no sign of opposition or resistance, and 
the Meers were brought safely into Khyrpore. I am certain thesf> four Ameers 
will never cause disturbance or be unfriendly towards your Government." It is 
pleasing to _observe the better feelings of Ali Morad obtaining the mastery, and 
inducing him thus to intercede with the Governor of Scinde on behalf of his 
unfortunate nephews, and in the end he succeeded in obtaining their release 
from imprisonment. 

43. Their conduct (reports Captain Forbes), subsequent to their release in 
September or October J 844, has been as exf>mplary as it was pre\'ious to their 
imprisonment. Such behaviour on their part as subjects, for a period of nearly 
six years, alone �ives them, in my opiuion, no slight claim to the favourable 
consideration of their case bv the British Government, even had their ucts as 
princes been far more hostile than they were. I have not the least doubt but 
they might. with perfect safety, and certainly with great 11dvantage to themselves, 
be withdrawn from his Highness's guarantee, and be provided with a settlement 
i n  British Scinde, as their peaceable behaviour hitherto is not in any way to be 
attributed to that guarantee, but to their own conviction of the utter hopelessness 
of any attempt to recover their l08t position, in opposition to the British Govern
ment ; for to our Government do they consider his Highness of Khyrpore solely 
indebted for the chiefdom, as also that we are prepared to maintain him in i t. 
In conclusion, the late Resident suggests that Roostum's sons and grandsons 
may be located in any part of the Hyderabad Collectorate not contiguous to t.he 
Khyrpore State, in order to avoid the constant bickerings that would arise 
between them and Ali Morad. Twenty thousand rupees would, in his opinion, 
be a sufficient provision ; and this should be decidedly paid l>y the Khyrpore 
State, first, because the whole of the lands they themselves received in jagheer 
from the late Meer Roost.um are now in the possession of Ali Morad ; secondly. 
because there is little doubt that his Highness assured Sir Charles Napier, in an 
interview he had with h im at Hyderabad, that he allowed this family the above 
sum,  and would continue to do so. No further surveillance on them will be 
necessary beyond what all other jagheerdars in British Scinde are subj ected to. 

44. The petition from the sons of the late Meer Roostum, alluded to i n  the 
above extract, merely set forth that " since Meer Roostum went away wi th the 
other Ameers to Bombay, we have only had a small place called Meerahwah for 
our snpport. This is not sufficient for us, and we trust you w i ll restore to us 
the jagheers we had in the time of Meer Roostum." The only notice taken of 
it was to forward it to Captain Malet, the then Resident at Khyrpore, with 
directions to keep the subject secret until he arrived at that place, " when he  
was to  take steps to make them prisoners with certainty." This was accord . 
ingly done, and in September following the Resident was furnished with an 
extract from a letter from the Government of India, directing that a distinct 
communication should be made to Ali Morad, informing him that his protec
tion of the four Ameers was not, as his Highness alleges, authorized by Sir 
Charles Napier ; that we hold him responsible for any misconduct of which 
they may be guilty, or for any interference, correspondence, or i ntrigues into 
which they may enter, and that in  forbearing to exact from him, as our ally, 
the painful duty of surrendering those members of his family who have en-

i3• N N 3 gagC'rl 
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gaged• in military operations ag-ainst us, the Governor-general in Couneit 
�aut!ons h i� Highness not _to �isunderstand this forbearance on our part ; dmt 
1f his relatives, who are m his custody and charge, abuse our lenity by rhe 
slightest act of interference, we shall consider his Highness to be the responsible
person, and not hesitate to have recourse to such coercive measures as may pre
vent the tranquillity of Sein de being disturbed for the f utore. 

46. Such are the circumstances under which these princes were originally 
entrusted to Ali }1orad's custody, and their complaints of ill-treatment, and o£ 
their not receiving a sufficient subsi�tencf'l, have hem unceasing. On one occa. 
sion Captain Malet forwarded to the Government of Seinde a pe,ition from the 
family, which they requested might be kept secret, because on a former petition 
being sent to his Highness, Meer Ali Murdhan was kept. by Ali Morad in confine
ment for six month@. Captain Malet also enclosed a petition from the soos and 
family of the late Meer Mobarick, and observed, " from what I can lear� tae 
whole of the abo,·e parties, the relatives of bu! Highness Ali Morad, are in very 
great di�tress, and they are all in such dread of h im that they can only �ome to 
me secretly at n ight." With this lett.er, Captain Malet furnishes a memoran
dum, which it  appears Ali- Morad gave in  February 1 847 to Sir Charles Napiert
of the allowances he had gr-anted to these families ; \'iz .  

Meerabhpoor between all the sons of  Meer Roostum, annual produce 
Mef'grapoor to M eer Ali Alt.bar nlone - • - - - -
Chulla to ditto - ditto - ditto 
Shamerdek rn to Meer Ali Murdh 11n, di t to -
Surkaree - R,. 1,300 

{
Between Meer Shere Mahom

j and 
Kahra - - 600 Meer Gholun Mahomed - -
Kurenon - - 1,000 }r M D M h __ J • d. 
G k M · 600 o eer ost a omt:U, 1tto 

our r .  urgna 

Total 

Rtt�ts. 
a,ooo 
S,MO 

GOO 
800 

1,800 

l,600 

I have already stated that the«e representations  produced no effect on Sir Charles
Napier. He declined to interfere on behalf of these ehildren of affliction, wbiek 
is the more surprising, with reference to the comparative liberality wi t.h whichi . 
the Lower Scinde Ameers and their families have been treated peeunial'iiy. 
although the gttilt and folly charged against them far exceed what has ever been 
imputed ro the Khyrpore branch of the Talpoors. 

46. Captain ForbP.s Tcmarks, " Even if the value of the jagheers is, as stated 
by his Hi�hness Ali Morad, 21,000 Khyrpoor rupees, equal to 1 9,000 Company's 
rupees, which I not do believe they are, still from that amount has to he de
ducted ooe-third nominally, but more frequently one-half in reality as taken 
by his Highness. They are also subject at all seasons, in common with the less 
favoured of his Highness'i, jagheenlars, to the oppressive and detrimental 
demands of his Highness's shi karees, for men to beat up the shikargahs, and to 
repair their enclosures, as also furnish labourers for other work when called upon 
to dG so." 

47. With reference to the three sons and 1 0  grandsons of the late M obarick,. 
and their families, Captain Forbes remarks, " they are equally badly off, and 
the amelioration of their condition would be equally advantageous to the cha
racter of the British Go•.:ernment.'' The same amount should be assigned to 
them, as to t he family of \-l eer Roostum,  " but as the whole of Meer Mobarick's 
possessions, as well as all jagheers held from that Meer by his sons, now fonn a 
portion of British Scinde, it would not be fair to call on the Khyrpoor State to 
bear their entire charge." He, therefore, su�gests that Ali Morad should be 
called upon to state in writing what provision he is willing to make for the 
family ; and on the supposition that he will permit them to enjoy, free of all 
deductions or interference, the lands they now hold, of the estimated value of 
7,000 rupees, he suggests that the British Government should adtl cultivated 

lands 

• This is a mistake. Only one of Meer Roo&tum'a son� according to Captain Forbes, waa per· 
aoually engaged in hostilities. 
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lands of the \'.alue of 1.3,000 rupees per aunum, and permit .ther.a to reside on 
.the same, with aH the rights of B1i.tish subjects. 

48. On Mr. Pringle being required by this Government to furnish further Letter dated 
particulars of the treatment of the famil ies of Meer Roostnm and Mobarick, 30 October 1849-
,1 liich he considered far from kind or liberal, he stated " that the ddieiency in Reply to ditto, 
kindness and liberality in their general treatment by Ali -Morad , consisted in dated 8 Nov, 1849 
his assigning to them a UJaintenance im.iufficient for their comfort a11d resp1•ct-
abiHty , and the d istress th is subjected them to ; the resort to personal restraint, 
and other objedionable measures for preventing them f'rorn representing thew 
f;!Tievances to GO\·ernrn ent ; petty acts of annoyance and oppression towards 
their followers ; the absence of that countenance and consideratiw1 at durbars, 
and on other public occasions, whkh is due to their position and near .reuition• 
ehip to his H ighness, and necessary for them to obtain the respect of his su.o-
jects." Besides this, .be was given to understand that there were other circum-
stances of daily occurn•nce, tending to humiliate and depress them, but difficult 
of formal en.umeration. Captain Forbes, who, from his reiidence on the spot, 
.had ample opportunity of judg. iug, was fully impressed with tbis ,·iew of their 
alile, and represented it to me f1'€quently and strongly in conversation. That 
l1is predecessor, Captain Malet, eotertaiDed similar opinions, may be gathered 
from his letter of the 4th April 1 847. Finally, he referred to the fact of Meer 
Ali Murdhan havi11g been kept under reinraiut for six months for petitioning, 
aIJd to the members of Mter Roostum's family being in such distr.ess, and in 
wch dread of Ali Morad, " they could only venture to visit the British Resident 
secretly, anrl by night." 

Tl · f d · l h · Letter dated 49. 1e Commis�iouer was rn orme , I l l  rep y, t at it appeared that the 4 Dec 1 849, 
descendants of the late Meer Hoostum,  now at Khyrpo1'e, were in uumher 14 
persons, from the age of  43 to six years, with their famil ies, tu whom Ali Morad 
has assigned a prO\•ision not exceeding, at the ut.mo:;t, 1},500 rupees per :u111 11111. 
Ou the other hand, the descendants of the late Meer Mobarick ar.:" nint' in 
number, of from 37 to seven years of age, with their familief>, receiving, at the 
highest estimate, 4,000 rupees per annum. That Ali Morad, in liis mernOT1tndnm, 
asserts that the allowances to Meer Roostum's fumily amount. to 21,000 rupees per 
allnum, and if that they amount only to 9,500 rupees, the interference of Go\·ern• 
ment is called for ; hut unless these fami lies are permitted to reside in British 
Scinde, although Government may insist 1,;pon an increased allowance, they 
will suffer from Ali Morad i n  many ways, in which it would not be in the power 
of Government to prevent. Mr. Pringle was, therefore, directed, on J1is then 
approaching tour, to w.ke �vffly opportunity to speak to his HighneSi on the 
subject of these .-\meers aud their families, without. givinr his Highness rea�ou 
to suppose that they had complained, and to induce h im to make up their 
income to what he formerly reported to be its amount. :-,hould the Commis· 
sio�r, however, fail in securing better treatment, and men• liberal allowanct>s 
for their families, he was instructed fortlH, ith to report the same to Go\·ernment, 
in view to the coni-ideration of the expediency of remo\'ing them from under 
his Highness's control, requiring him to grant them such allowances as may be 
deemed necessary. 

60. With respect to Meer Mobarick's descendants and their families, the 
Commissiom:r was infonne<l tlrnt further informatio1: "as required to enable 
Government to decide on the amount which would be proper for their support, 
and before it acceded to Captain Forbes's suggestion that it should be increased 
fivefold. It did not also exactly appear to Government why it should burden 
itself with the provision to t 11is family, hitherto defrayed · by Ali Mora<l. 
Information was therefore required as to the mode in which it was fi rst fixed, 
and made payable by his Highness. It was further observed, that in the case 
of Meer Roostum's family, it "' as probable that the obligation mentioued by Lelltr dated 
Mr. Pringle may be the only, as it is a very sufficient :eason why Ali Morad 3 October 1 849, 
should pay it, but that this does LJOt apply to Meer Mobarick's descendants, con- P· 7• 
eeming "'·horn it muM be suppo:eed that wme express directions were issued 
by the Government of Sdnde. J have been unable to discover any reply to 
this reforence, and ff noiw Las been received, the Commissioner should be 
requested ro furnish the i&f-ormatfon called for, to enable Government lo decide 

· on the claims of the late Meer Moberick's family. 

73, N N 4 51 .  Captain 
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51 .  Captain Forbes's list·of the members of the late Meer Roostum's family 
does not include his eldest 1,on, !\1 eer Mahomed Hussain, and his youngest son 
Meer Ali Buksh. Neither of these persons personally engaged in hostiliti� 
against the British Government, either at Meeanee or Dubl:ia. The former 
joined his father wi th his followers soon after the battle of Nownahar ; hut on 
the ruin of his family, consequently on the conquest of Scinde, he quitted that 

Yide Mr. Pringle's province, and has ever since been a fugitive, first at Mooltan, and latterly at 
letter, dated 3 OcL Bhawulpore. The youngest son accompanied his father into his captirity in 
1849• Poona, where he now resides. He has lately petitioned to be permitted to 

return to Scinde. His conduct has been unexceptionable. 

Letter dated 
u Nov. 1848. 

52. The case of Meer Mahomed Hussein was first brought to our notice by 
Mr. Pringle in 1848, as one deserving of consideration. In a petition to the 
Governor-general, the ex-Ameer i,tates, " I  never before petitioned your Lord
ship, and now do so because I am in extreme uistress. His Excellency the 
Govemor of Scinde knows that I took no part in the dist urbance • of Scinde. 
When my late father, Meer Roostum, was sovereign, all his children had jagheers 
separately, and had possession of them. If my father gave all his country to 
Meer Ali Morad, certainly he must have made some provision for himself, 
his children, and his family, because he could not have known that he would be 
sent to India, and get a provision from Government. When he left Khyrpore, 
all that he had was plundered by Meer Ali Morad." After alluding to his flight 
with his family after the battle of Meeanee, he continues : " The few ornaments 
the women sa�ed on their persons are all sold and expended, and nothing is now 
left for us. I do not speak whether my father was guilty or not, that the 
Government knows ; but I do say that his family were guiltless, and deserve the 
sympathy of Government. I never meddled in any quarrel, therefore I deserve 
in justice the mercy of Government. When Government thought it right to 
give Meer Roostum's country to Meer Ali Morad, they may think i t  just to give 
his family a piece of bread. Meer Roostum and I served the Government. 
I beg that my jaghcer or any portion of it may be given to me, or that Govern
ment may give something from its country sufficient for the subsistence of my 
father's family, or from Meer Ali Morad's country. I shall give in writing on 
the Koran, or in any manner that Governmen t may wish, that I will never 
do anytl1 ing to offend the British Government. I hope that Govern'Tient 
will no longt-r wish me to remain in a wild and · strange country with all 
the family. To go to India there is no objection in distress, but the name 
of being a prisoner we cannot bear." 

Lttter, dated 53. Sir Charles Napier was requested to report whether a pension should be 
28 April, 1111d reply granted to Meer Mahomed Hussein ; and, in reply, stated, " he could only 
tl�ereto of 17 May, rtcommend that he should be sent to live at Calcutta, with the other ex-Ameers ; '' 1 49' 

and, accordingly, the Government of India assigned to him a pension of 500 
Letter dated rupees per mensem, with orders thtlt he  should reside at Dum Dum. I t  was to 
14 June 1847• avoid this bard condition that the ex-Ameer had become a refugee from Scinde ; 

Letter from Major 
Goldney, dattd 
5 July 1848. 

and he evaded acceptance of the provision offered to him. In July 1 848, how
ever, he again petitioned, representing that in consequence of Dewan MoolrJj 
having rebelled against the British Government, he had left Mooltan, and had 
sought an a�ylum in the territory of the Nawaub of Bhawulpore. In reply, he 
was merely referred to the order of the Gorernment of India, assigning h im  11 

pension of MO rupees per mensem, on condition of his residin)! at Calcutta. In 
Vi<k his �eport, November of the same year, he visited Lieutenant James, deputy collector in 
dated 9 No,. 1848• Scinde, and presented three more petitions, in one of which he observed, " My 

fate father befriended the British, and made o,·er to them Fort Bukkur, at a time 
wlieu 

• This is the trul h. There i8 in feet proof that Meer Honst11m• HS not on cordial terms with bis 
eldest ROn a short time before the ball le of Nownahar in Srptember I R42, and that much persuasion 
was requisite btforf lie could be induce.I, on that cvtnt, to come to Merr Roostum's aid. Mr. Ross 
Bell, in " lettrr to hiA Assistant, dated 113d December 1 840, when alludin!,' to the intrigues of the 
minister, Futteb Mahomed Ghon•e, obsen·ed, " The con•�uence has been th11\ numerous and serious 
quarrels have arisen in lhe family ofhis Hi!1,hness Meer Roostum, whose eldest son, Meer Mahomed 
Husaein, alon� with his brothers, Meer Ali Akbar and Meoer �l 1 1rad Hydt>r, have in consequence been 
obliged to retire in disgrare to the estates granted to th�m by their father. It hns hetn the care or 
Futteh Meliomed Ghorl!e to foment, not only the di1putc1 thRt have erieen among 1he children of his 
master, but thus� of longer standing which exilted between Ali Morad and Nuaseer Khan, the other 
branches of the Khyrpore family."-Scindc: Blue Book, No. 11�7. 
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when all the other chiefs of Scinde were averse to the co1me1tion, and so on till 
bis death. Tlrn rest of my brethren are sitting i n  Sciode, under h ii Highness 
Ali Morad. I alone, for six: years, have been an exile." On these appeals being 
forwarded, with the recommendation of this Government, that the ex-A.mE·er 
should be permitted to reside and receive his pensfon under the protection and 
&Urveillaoce of the Chief of Bhawulpore, the Governor-general was pleased to 
sanction the arrangement. On his being informed, the ex-Ameer again peti
tioned to return to his native land, and that a separate pro\' ision might be 
granted to other members of l\.leer Roostum's family. " I am now an old man 
(he observed), aud desire that I may be pel'mitted to return to Scinde, and that 
a place of residence be appointed for me there. There need oo no fear of my 
entering upon traitorous schemes, for no one has power to resist the British. 
I am satisfied with the amount of pension allowed me, but I have a lnrge family, 
five sons, the widows of Meer Roostum and Nusster Khan, and the family of the 
late Meer Morad Hyder Khan, son of Meer Roostum Khan ; aud my expenses 
average fou r  times the amount of pension allowed me." On reference, both the 
ex-Ameer'& requests were negatived. 

54. There is another appeal from the ex-Ameer now before Government, 
which, at my suggestion, has not been disposed of, in expectation that the report 

Letter dated 
13 December, and 
reply thereto of 
30 December, 
1 848. 
Letter from Mr. 
Pringle, dated 
l\i June 1849. 

Letter from Sir 
H. Elliot, dated 
3 Augu1t 1850. 

of the Snkkur Commi�sion would throw some light on the couduct of Meer Ali fide Mr. Pringle's 
Morad towards the unfortunate Meer Roostum and his family, and that i t  may letter, dated 

al5o appear that the value of his eldest son's evidence before the Commission �0�;:h:��:
11 

may entitle him to favour and indulgence. Both of these expectations have concurred in by 
been realised. J shall presently show that Ali Morad has fraudulently appro- the Board, dated 
priated lands of large value, ,..-hich either belong to the B;it ish Govern·ment or :;o l\lay 185°• 
to Meer Koostum's family ; und of the value of Meer Mahomcd Hussein's evidence 
before the Commission there can be no question, for although I wil l not go so 
far as to assert that Ali Morad's guilt could not haYe l.Jcen established without 
his assistance, nevertheless, the documents he produced are of themselves 
sufficient to i;atisfy the most sceptica], and the straightforward manner in which 

, the Chief of his own accord came forward, greatly strengthens the claims wl1 ich, 
in my opinion, he previously possessed for a just and compassionate con�ider- See my minute, 
ation of his case. And I rejoice to observe that Mr. Pringle advocates this, for, dated 9 Dec. 1849. 
in reporting his unexpected appearance btfore the Commission, he observes, Letter dated 
" Meer Mah9med Hussein is now advanced in  Jears ; his appearance and address 1 3  '.\lay 1 850. 
are prepossessing; he was accompanied by bis three eldest sons, fine looking Joun� 
men. He has never, I believe, in any way conducted h imself inimically to our 
Government since the conquest of Scinde, aud if he were al lowed to return to 
reside in  this province, I should not myself have any apprehensions of his abus-
ing the indulgence ; I should also be glad to see the pension of 500 rupees per 
mensem, which it was proposed to allow him, doubled, for 1 helie,·e it would be 
very scanty for the mamtenance, in a manner suitable even to bis pres11nt fallen 
position, of the representati ve of the eldest branch of the Khyrpore family, with 
his children and followers. 1n his petition, which sl1oukl now be forwarded for 
the consideration of the Most Noble the Governor-genrral of In ,]ia, the ex-
Ameer reiterates the appeals he has so frequently madt, and very 1.aturally takes 
credit t-o himself for the serrioe he has performed fol' the British Government, 
i n  producing e\idence which ha� established the right of the Bri ti sh Government 
t.o Meerpoor Mahtela, an<l refuted the false witnesses pwluced by his Highness 
Ali Morad." 

5i. I now proceed to ei;tablish that Ali Morad has obtained posse�sion of the 
jagheers which formerly belonged to Meer Rocslum and his sons, by an act of 
fraud and deception as fhigrant us t'. 1at practised on us, in respect to the di�tricts 
of Meerpoor, l\Jahtela, and Melrnrkee ; and as the act 1 allude to i8 intimately 
mixed up with another transaction, namely, the cession of the Turban, or badge 
of sovereignty in Upper Scinde, by Meer Roostum to Ali Morad, I shall first 
endeavour to give a correct statement of how this most extraordinary event was 
brought about. This is not irrele,·ant to the case now before the Board, for the 
alleged cession of the Turban is repeatedly alluded to in the Commission's 
proceedings, and Ali Morad himself l'ecorded thereon the treaty under which he 
asserts it wu ceded. 

56. The principal facts conoccted with the cee.sion of the Turban are that Sir 
Charles Napier received a message from Meer Roostum, complaining of being 

73. 0 0 opposed 
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opposed and coerced by his family. That, in  reply, Sir Charles Napier, avowedly 
for a political object, wrote a letter to Meer Roostum, advising him to go to bis 
brother Ali Morad, then residing in his stronghold at Dijee-ke-Kote, and to be 
guided by his advice. That Meer Roostum afterwards denied having sent the 
messages, but nevertheless followed Sir Charles Napier's advice, and went to 
Dijee, w here, according to Ali Morad, ,·oluntarily, but according to his own 
account, by force, he  ceded the Turban and the whole of his country to Ali 
Morad, under a treaty wri tten in a Koran. That Meer Roostum immediately 
escaped from Dejee, and tied into the Desert, from whence he promptly renounced 
the act. of cession, as havin� been extorted by force. That in the first instance, 
Sir Charles Napier believed his statement. and advised Ali Morad not to assume 
the Turban ; but during the di8cussions which subsequently occurred respecting 
the transaction, he changed his opinion, and came to the conclusion that the 
cession was voluntary. That Meer Roostum unfortunately avoided a personal 
meeting wi th Si r Charles Napier, his brother Ali Morad having craftily, and in 
order to a\'oid the exposUl'e which a personal interview would lead to, impressed 
him with the conviction that Sir Charles Napier intended to imprison him. 
Final1y, that the wrongs thus inflicted on Meer Roostum were emphatically 
remonstrated against by Meer Roostum and the other Ameers of Scinde, but that 
Sir Charles l\apier determined to recognise and uphold the cession, and to refuse 
inqu i ry and redress ; and afterwards when, by order of Sir Charles Napier, Meer 
Roostum proceeded to Hydrabad, to meet Major Outram, his wrongs became 
the war-cry of the Beloochees, and were the cause of the war, and conquest of 
Scincie. In  the first instance, i t  WM understood that the cession only included 
the lands which appertained to t he Turban, wh ich, according to Meer Sohrab's 
will,• was ouly one-fourth of the lands of Upper Scinde, but Ali Morad after• 
wards claimed uuder the i::ame treaty another fourth, or the portion assigned 
under the same wil l  to Meer Roostum and his family, as their patrimonial inhe
rita,nce. In other words, he asserted that the cession of the Turban included 
that of the private estate, and that Meer Roostum had voluntarily reduced 
h imself and family to beggary. It is with the last part of the transaction that 
1 httve chiefly to deal ; for it must be obvious that i f, as w ill soon appe.ar, Meer 
Roostum's private estate was not ceded, it cannot possibly of right belong to Ali 
Morad, though he has contrived to obtain possession of i t. It must either belong 
to his unfortunate family ,  or i t  must have devolved to the British Government, in 
virtue of the conquest of Scinde. 

57. In the document alluded to in the margin, t it is stated , Meer Roo�tum Khan, 
an old and imbecile man, alarmed at the intrigues and machinations of his  family, 
sent a secret message to Sir Charles Napier that he was anxious to place himself 
under h is protection . Sir Charles Napier sent him the following reply, -through 
Ali Morad :t " I  send this by your brother, his Highness Mrer Ali Morad ; listen 
to h is  advice, trust yourself to his care. You are too old for war, and if battle 
begins, how can I protect you ? If you go with your brother, you may either 
remain with him or I wi l l  send an escort for you to bring you to my camp, where 
you will be safe. Follow my advice ; i t  is that of a friend. Why should I be 
your enemy ? If I was, why should I take this trouble to save you ? I think you 
will believe me, but do as you please." Meer Roostum, in  great trepidation, 
took Sir Charles Napier's ad,· ice ; he made over all h is possessions to his sons, 
and proceeded to Dejee•ke-Kote, " here h is brother Ali Morad, a man of 
unbounded ambition and · great tact, and consistent and unswerving in his 
purpose of aggrandisement ,  l i ved i n  baronial state. Meer Roostum afterwards 
declared, that although he had received the letter quoted above, aml had followed 
the advice contained therein, he had never written to Sir Charles Napier, that he 
wished to leave his family, and place himself u nder his Excellency's protect.ion. • He 

• This document has been recited at length in para. 3 of this Minute. 
Memorandum drawn up in the Foreign Office of the Government of India, on our first connl•xion 

with Ali l\lorad Talpoor. 
l Vide No. 10, Supplement to Sciride Blue Book. In a pN'vious letter, No. 8 of th� same com

pilation, Sir C. l\apier had informed Meer Roostum Ameer, '' I have received my orders, and I will 
obey them. I laugh at your preparl!tions for war. I want to prevent blood being shed. Listen _to 
my wrrds. Consult with your brother, his Highnt!86 Ali Morad. Your own blood will not deceive 
you ; your servants will." 
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He felt convinced, however, that such a message had been sent by some oue. 
Be that as it may, he had not remained mauy days at Dejee Kote ere, by a formal 
piece of writing in the Koran, he reduced himself to beggary by resigning the 
Turban, and transferring every acre of land he possessed to his brother. In  this 
deed of transfer several of the confiscated districts named above were impro
perly entered. This transaction was the origin of a controversy between Sir 
Charles Napier und Major Outram. It. was al!:So the principal cause of the war 
with the Ameers. The Belochees swore that they would not. sheathe their swords 
unless Meer Roostum was reinstated as Rais. Sir Charles Napier considered 
that he was not in a position either to scrutinise the intrigues of Ali Morad 
(supposing him to have been guilty of any), or to attach any weight to the 
excuse that Meer Roostum's actions were the emanations of imbecility. " Imbe
cil ity is not a legitimate excuse for rulers. I have only to deal with Meer 
Roosturn's acts," wrote Sir Charles Napier. He found that Ameer's abdic\tion 
in favour of Ali Morad to be regular and formal, and he felt himself bound to 
recognise the latter as Rais. At the same time he wrote• to him, " I  think 
your Highness will do well not to assume the Turban ; people will say that the 
English put it on yonr head against the will of Meer Roostum ;  but do as you 
please." Sir Charles Na pier al�o sent word to Meer Roostum that he would 
like to have an interview with him, in order to hear from him personally all he 
b&d done. This message apparently possessed such terrors for Meer Roostum 
that he immediately fled from Dejee Kote in to the Desert H e  afterwards 
declared that he had not received Sir Charles's message, and that he had been 
frightened away by his brother. Meer l{oost11m shortly after went to Hyderabad, 
where all the Ameers had assembled for the purpose of discus&ing the propriety 
of signing the draft treaty which Sir Charles Napier had sent them . Htre, 
at a conference between Major Outram and the Ameeri.; on the 8th l◄'ebruary 
1843, Meer &>Ostum indignantly complained of the treatment he had received 
from his brother Ali Marud, and retracted his resignation of the Turban. 
" Would I resign my birthright of my own free will ? "  After some h« ·sitation 
the Arneers agreed to the treaty, but they at the sam e  time stated, that " unless 
M�jor Outram would give a promise that the Government of India would permi t  
them to unite their forces against Ali Morad for the purpose of  compelling that 
Ameer to yield the Turban to Meer Roostum, it would be out of their power to 
restrain their Beloochee retainers from proceeding  to acts of violence. Major 
Outram did not feel h imself competent to give such a promise, and his house 
was attacked hy an infuriated multitude. His gallant defence is well known. 
Sir Charles Napier rapidly came up with h is 2,500 troops, and overthrew the 
hosts opposed to h im at Meeanee on the 17th February 1843. The battle of 
Dubba was fought on the 24th March 1843, and the conquest of Scindc was 
complete." 

68. I have given this extract because it contains, in a clear and condensed 
form, a statement of the circumstances under which Ali Morad obtained the 
Turban, and of the conquest of Scinde which followed, framed from the most 
-authentic data in  existence, v iz. the records of the Government of India. I 
have, however, observed , that Sir Charleti Napier had a political object in view 
when he advised Meer Roostum to go to his brother ; and the fa.ct is proved by 
the following extract from a letter which he addressed, on the 20th December 
1842, to the Governor-general : " I had a secret message from Meer ·Roostum.  
The bearer had an open letter in  the usual unmeaning style of  the durbar, but 
the messenger privately informed Lieutenant Brown that Roostum could do 
nothing. and would escape to my camp." I did not like this, as it would have 
embarrassed me very much how to act ; but the idea struck me at once that he 
might go to Ali Morad, who might induce h im (as a family arrangement) to 
resign the Turban to h im (Ali Morad), especially as Roostum has long been 
desirous of getting rid of this charge of the Talpoors. I therefore secretly wrote 
to Roostum and Ali Morad, and about one o'clock this morning I had an express 

. from Ali Morad, to say that his brother is safe with him, &c. Ali Morad is  
now v irtually chief ; for if Meer Roostum does not bestow the Turban upon him, 
he will at all events be guided by Al i ,  into whose hands he has voluntari ly 

thrown 

73. 
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tbrGwn himself." On the 29th December Sir Charles Napier informed the 
Govemor�general, " Meer Roostum had resigned the Turban to his brother Ali 
in the mo:et formal manner, writing his resignation in the Koran before all the 
religious men collected to witness the resignation at Dijee. Ali sent me the 
Koran to sec it. I said that these family arrangements were their own, but that 
your Lordship would support the head of their family, whoever it might be, 
according to the spirit of the treaty ; that I per.,onally thought i t  better fir 
Roolltnm tu keep the Turban, and let Ali Morad act for him , but that he was 
free to do as he  pleased. It was a family arrangement, with ,vbich your Lordship 
would not interfere." 

59. There is abundant evidence ,that at t.his time Sir Charles Napier suspected 
that_ foul play had been practised against Meer Roostum, for in the same letter 

Ibid. he  informs Lord Ellenborough, " Now it strikes me that Ali Morari may have 
frightened the old man into the foolish step he has taken on purpo!-e to make his 
possession of the Turban more decisive ; that to do this he told h im I intended 
to make him (Roosturn) a prisoner ; Ali pretending to be his friend, and only 
waiting for his opportunity to betray us. Such are my conjecture5, &c.''. And on 

Ibid. tl1e 7th January 1 843 Sir Charles Napier repeated tliat both Major Outram and 
himself " were convinced that Ali Morad had frightened him, and that the old 
mau had beell persuaded by Ali Morad that I 11 1eant to imprison him for life, 
and who was perfer.tly exhausted by his flight.'' Nevertheless, on the 1st of 
this month S i r  Charles ,Napier issued a proclamation to the Ameers and people 
of Scinde, which Ali Morad had caused to be recorded on the Commission's 
proceedings. In this• the transfer of the Turban to Ali Morad i s  proclaimed, 
and the General's intention announced, " to protect, according to the exi�ting 
treaty, the chief Ameer Ali Morad in his right, as the justly constituted chieftain 
of the Talpoor family. God wil ling, I mean to march into the Desert. I will 
disperse the armed bands that h ave stopped our mails ; I will place the killadars 
of the chief, Ali Morad, in command of e,·ery post, and I wi!J act towards the 
Ameen; of Hyderabad as I shall find their conduct may deserve." 

&e iefra, p11ra. 79. 60. The treatv under which the Turban was ceded is dated 20th December 
1842, trnd will ·be found in the compilation printed by order or Parliament, 
No. 12. 

No. 66 of Supple
ment to Scinde 
Blue Hook. 

r. o. 1 7 of Supple
ment lo Scinde 
Tiluc Book. 

I.cttPr to Major 
Outmm, No. 57 
ol �upplemrnt to 
� l'i 1101> Blue Book. 

61 .  Immediately on the receipt of Sir Charles Napier's proclamation of the 
1st January 1843, noticed in paragraph 59, Meer Roostum denied that he 
had ever sent the message, and desired to know who had delivered i t ;  at the 
same tin 1e statiug that he had no doubt it was del_ivered, but that he was. 
prepared to prove that he never sent such a message. He added that the night 
before he left Dejee, Noor Ahmed Hafiz (a confidential ser,,ant of Ali Morad) 
brought a message at midnight from Ali Morad, to the effect that it was Sir 
Charles Napier's purpose to come to Dejee ; that there he would meet Roostum, 
from whom he intended to extort three lacs of mpees ; that if the money was 
uot paid, the jewels and propt·rty of tlie zenana were to be seized, therefore Ali 
Morad ad ,· ised him to go off to the Dt'sert at once. He ( Roostum) accordingly 
did so, early in the morning. It is, lw"ever, clear. from a letter dated the 2d 
January 1 843, tliat the moment Meer Roostum was out of Ali Morad's power 
he appealed to Sir Charles Napier, and repudiated the act of ceding the Turban, 
for iu this he ub:;erves, " The gist of your letter amounts to this, that I advist>d 
_you to be guided by his Highness Ali �lorad, and that he ad \' ised you to fly 
from a meet ing with II c, as a conspirator, who wished to make you a captive." 
Forgetting his previous admission (see paragraph 59), that he thouglit this •;ery 
l ikely, Sir Charles Napier, withont imp1iring, trt:ats this as a suhte.-fuge and 
untruth, and informs Meer Roostum that he  will no longer treat with him as. 
Rais, or consider h im as cltief of the Talpoors, and takes for granted that he 
(Roostum) " had solemnly resigned the Turban." On the 11th February, Sir 
Charles Napier says, " Roostum's plea of being seut to Ali M orad by me is 
a shallow affai r ;  because, in the first place, he sent a secret message (by l\foya
dee11, I belieH· Brown told me), to say that he was to all intents a prisoner 

at 

• The whole of this very remarkable dorument is well wortl1y of a perusal. It ia No. l!J of 1be 
Supplement to tht' �cinde Blue Book. 
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at Khyrpore." I replied to him, •• Take your brother's advice ; go to him, 
and either stay with him or l wi l l  c,scort you to my ca;mp," To "'·llich, Gil 
the 13th, when reporting that all the Arneers of Upper and Lower Scinde bad Letter to Major 
ace.epted the new treaties in public durbar, and appl ied the seals to the draft, Outram, No. 65 
Major Outram iaforms his superior, " The old story, justice t.o Roostum, was the ��i�d�P:::11�!. reiterated cry, notwithstanding my coustant replies, that the abdication was 
hie own act. This they all higgled at mo11e than signing away their own property, 
which is eon6scatecl by tM rww treaty. He �Roostum) has always been coo.-
sisbent in bis story, and brings forward strong proofs ; aad, rndei,d� it appears 
notorious that he was, in the first place, actually sarroundeci by .r\li Morad"s 
aentre, and his own people removed from him ; and that Ali Morad after•·ards 
caused h im to fly, to a:void, as be (Ali Morad) led him to believe, a worse ev.il, 
ae not perceiving Ali Morad's objRct, i. e.,. to prevent the interview which you 
propoSt'd having with Meer Roostum until he sa ,, your proclamation here the 
day before yesterday, laiis observations on which f send you." Unfortunat:ely, 
Major. Outram's remarks produced no effect. The battle of Meeanee ,v.as fought 
four 1.laJs afterwards. Meer Roostum gave himself up to Sir Charles Napier, 
and was sent, with the other Ameers, a prisoner to Bombay. In: one of his 
appealsi • which he addressed flrom hence to Government, he thus describes the 
mode iu which the ces�ion of the Turban was extorted frgm him :-" I and my 
family went to the fort of Deejee, in conformity with Sir Charles Napier's advice. 
As soon as we arrived there, Meer Ali :\Jorad placed guar<ls over m,, and, having 
seized all my confidential and respectable servants, imprisoned them. He 
forcibly made me execute a writing, making over to him the right of inheritance 
to the country, and affixed to certain forged papers our seals, which he took 
from 0111 imprisoned servants. Afterwards he went to Khyrpoor, and sent a 
message to his servant that we were at liberty to go out of the fort of Dejee, and 
that, if we did not lea�e the fort, the army of General Napier, Sahib Baha-
door, wouid march there, and imprison us. On the receipt of this message, we 
did not know what to do ; and having no remedy left to us, we went out of the 
fort, exposing ourselves to cold and rain, and arrived at Saheeda."t In allusion 
t.o Majiilr Outram informing him that he must relinquish the government of the 
eountry, which belonged to Ali Morad, he pathetically observes, " I could not 
bear this conversation, as I had governed the country 85 years ; and as I was put 
to t� necessity of living at the mercy of a younger brother whom I had brought 
up from infancy, I went to Kohera in exile, and remained there. I trust that, 
in conformity with the laws of Jesus Christ, and of the justice and equity of t.he 
British Government, my affairs will be settled ." Requests that his appeal may 
be forwarded to the Governor-general and the authorities in England, " in order 
that they may be merciful to me, who am oppressed at the age of 86 years, and 
grant me redress." 

62. I have already shown that, before the conquest of Scinde, Sir Charles 
Napier was under the impression that Meer Roostum liad been frightened into 
the cession of the Turban, and that he avoided a meeting with the general, " the 
old man having been persuaded by Ali �lor-t1d that I intended to imprison him 
for life." A fter the conquest, however, and when the justice of the measure 
became matter of discussion, Sir Charles Napier abandoned this impression, and 
made the following observations t :  '' Soon after, a message arriving from 
Meer Roostum, claiming my protection agai :ist rhe intrigues of his own family, 
offered au opportunity of having one nian to deal with instead of a faction, 
with whom it was impossible for a civil ised Government to deal, and into 
whose intrigues I considered it undignified for a powerful Government to enter ; 
and from the first I determined not to enter into them. I wa� determined that 

when 

• Letter lo the Governor of Bombay, Supplem0nt to the Scinde Blue llollk, No. 1 •n . 
t In an appeal to the Honouruble Court of Dirertors (Supplement to Scinde Blue Book, No. 167), 

dated the 18th September ,1 843, from bis pris!ln at Sas�oor, Meer Rnostum repeats this 1t11wment. 
t The.re will be found in  No. 155, Supplement t,, Scindt Blue Book, and are dateJ the wth .-\ugust 

1843. They are merely an expansioo of that most pernicious doctrine, " might m�k.rs right,'' or, 
u Sir Charles Napier expres&ed himself, " The intrigues of these people art! very sil ly, and like a 
tangled wel, ; we can cut the Gordian knot, as Alexander did ; we are too strong to tdke the trouble 
to untie it.'' Letter to Major Outram, dated the 'lJd January 1843. 
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when there was a brf'.ach of treaty, whether great or small, I would hold 
all the Meers responsible, and would not be played off l ike a shuttlecock 
and told, Thi s  was done by one Ameer, and that by . another, and have � 
week's inquiry to find out whom I was to hold responsible for the aggression . 
for I at once saw, on arriving in Scinde, that th is  hide and seek shifting 
responsibi l ity was the game which the Ameers had been p laying. The pro
posal of Meer Roostum to come into my camp offered me au easy remedv 
for this evil ; and having adopted the h igh opinion which Major Outram 
entertained of Ali  Morad, I had .no hesitation in recommending his brother 
to seek his prot�ction, and be advised by h im ." " Yet, h aving suspicions, in despite 
of the high character given to me by Maj or Outram of that brother, that some 
intrigue must be going on, I gave Meer Roostum the option and invitation of 
coming to my camp, and putting himself un<ler my protection. By my advice 
to M eer Roostum ,  which, let the reader observe, was not given till it was asked, 
I secured to Meer Roostum the honourable and powerful protection of the 
Bri tish Goverument. This he did not choose to accept ; he went to his brother, 
and then he  fled from that brother with his usual vacil lating imbecil ity (an imbe
cil i ty • "·h ich 1 believe to have been produced by h is long habits of drunkenness, 
for he is  said never to be sober after mid-day). That this flight was caused by Ali 
Morad, as Major Outram affirms, I do not now believe, though I did at the time. 
I have neither seen nor h eard anything to m ake me believe i t." • • • " When 
I heard that he had resignt<l the Turban I disapproved of i t ; and Mr. Brown 
will recollect my sending Al i  Morad's vakeel back to him with this message. 
I even recommended him to return the Turban, and merelv act as his brother's 
l ieutenant. His answer was, that the deed had been executed in  due form before 
all the moollahs or p riests, and that i t  was impossible to alter it. I ,  of course, 
had nothing to say ; I had no business to interfere with the private engagements 
of the A meers ; I was authorisC'd to give advice when asked ; I was obliged by 
existing treaty to give protection to any Ameer whose rights were invaded by 
another, but I was not called upon to originate a complaint when none was made 
to me, and especially i n  a case which, whether originating or not i n  family 
in trigues, had a resul t  so favourable to my own Government and useful to 
the Ameers. I did not, therefore, interfere between Ali Morad and his brother. 
The proofs that h e  was v ol untarily elected by his brother were laid before me 
I sought tu have the acknowledgment that it was a voluntary act from that 
brother's own l iµs ; but he pertinaciously avoided meeting me, nor was Major 
Outram able to  bring about a meeting. Afterwards, I believe that i t  was 
h is  o" n family that pre,·ented his  meeting me ; they wt:re afraid tha t  he should 
coufess that he had voluntarily given up the Turban." Further on, Sir Charles 
Napin observes, " We wi l l  even suppose, which I do not admit (though I �us
pected it at the time), that Al i  Morad bullied h i s  brother into making over 
the Turban and his estates, he  (Ali Morad) g1rnranteeing a due and dignifieti 
maintenance to Roostum ; " and then, arguing on false premises, asserts that, 
" What the law of £nu.land would have done for him ,  Ali Morad did for himself 
by h is  own power ; that is, not only possessed himself of the Turban ,  the badge 
of sovereignty, :md the righ ts belonging to i t, but likewise Meer Roostum's pri
vate estates, thereby making the unfortunate Ameer disinherit h i s  own sons and 
nephews." 

63. I have made th is  long extract in order to give hot.h sides of the question. 
But it may be asked, "' hy do I now re-oprn a question which, had I the power, 
I would bury in obl iv ion, and especially since Meer Roostum has found that peace 
in the grave which was denied to h im in thi s  world. To this [ reply, that I plead 
the wrongs he suffered as the most powerful argument that can be adduced in 

fa,·our 

• Nothiniz c11uld more clearly pro\'e Sir Charles Na pier's predisposition to receive and belie,·e stat�
rnents to the prejudice of the Amee, s than this as11e1 tion. i\ leer Roost um was in possession of Ins 
focultie& up to the time of his death at Poona. He was bowed down by the weight of fourscore years 
:incl five, ;, nd was subdufd by the terrible c;.lamities in  w lr ich hi� family had at that age been involvt•d. 
In regard to his being an liabitual drunkard, the mf'dical uffict r in charge of 1,itn p ,omptly replied_ : •• Ml'l'r Rooslum K han, now qiwards of tlo yeara of age, is in full poosrssion of his facuhies ; his 
memory i, i::ood, r.nd he is most strirt in  h is rel igious ou�tervanccs ; his mode of living is abstemious, 
catiug me11t only once a day, and his sole beverage water or 1.oilk." Letter from Dr. Peart, dated 
the 1 ,th July 1 843. 
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favour of our now affording redress to the utmost extent of our ability to his de
scendants. Sir Charles Napier admits he was bound by existing treaty to interfere 
when any Ameer's rights were invaded by another ; but it is difficult to reconcile 
this admission with his refusal to listen to Meer Roostum's complaint against 
his brother's perfidy. .An " old Indian," l ike myself, the merest tyro of a 
" poli tical," and those classes for whom he professes such a profoQnd contempt, 
would have informed Sir Charles Napier that the message conveyed to Meer 
Roostum from a general at the  head of an army was likely to be viewed as a 
command, and that when a British offioer has been instrumental · in placing one 
man in another's power, he is responsible for the consequences, at all events to 
such an extent as to satisfy himself that no foul play had been practised . Sir 
Charles Napier had thought fit to assure Meer Roostum that he m ight trust 
Ali !\ l orad , and that Ali Morad would not deceive him ; and I wil l  venture to 
assert that there is not a political officer of any note in  India who wil l  d issent 
from my opinion, that he was bound in  honour and good faith to have in\·es
tigated Meer Roostum's complaints against Ali Morad. Had he professed his 
readiness to do th is, he would have found no difficulty in obtaining an interview 
with the Ameer, for the old mau was scared away by the menacing • letters he  
recei \"ed, and by h i s  being informed by S ir  Charles N a  pier's orders, " that no 
concession or submission could reinstate him in  the Turban which he ha& 
resigned.'' (Sir Charles Napier to Lord Ellenborough, dated 7th January 1843, 
S.  S. B. Book, No. 1 39.) Had this course been adopted, the bri lliant victories 
of Meeanee and Dubba would not have been added to the mi litary fame of 
England, and the large public and private treasures of the unfortunate Ameers 
would not lrnve been d iviJed amongst our noble and gallant army t, but the 
materials would not have been created for writing what, I ,·enture to say, will 
constitute one of the most melancholy chapters of the history of British India. 

64. It has h£:en seen that Sir Charles Napier's advice to Meer Roostum, to be 
guided by Meer Ali l\Iorad'i:. advice, was founded on a secret message received 
from Meer Roosturn, and that the latter den ied having sent such message ; an<l 
who will  henceforward discredit the denial, now that i t  has been established by 
ti le Commissioner's inquiry, that the man who is stated to have bl'ought the 
message was the corrupt agent of Ali Morad, viz. , the moonshee Moidan,  who, 
for a bribe of 1 0,000 rupees, abstracted t the box containing the original treaty 
of Nownahar, and other co1 1fidential records from Lieutenant Brown's office ; a 
man, moreover, who was proved to be a double traitor, and was actually made 
a prisoner iu consequence of having been detected i n  correspond ing with the 
enemy, '' Major Clibborn' having intercepted letters from the hostile chiefs, 
thaoking him for his information ." And the information we derive from the 
Digests of Intelligence from Scinde between September and December 1 843, 
render it highly i mprohablc that any such message was sent, aud prO\:e that 
Ali Morad was the ,·ery last person§ to whom Meer Roostum would cede a 
Turban voluntarily. The Upper Scinde Ameers were at this time divided into 
two parties : Meer Roostum and his sons and nephews (the sons of 'the late 
Mobarick) on the one hand, Meer Ali Morad on the other. For several years 
a bi tter fraternal feud (inamedicabile vutnus) had prevai led between them, and 
Meer Roostum had only a very short time previously been humbled to the dust, 
and although Rais, or sovereign of the country, had been compelle.d to purchase 
peace by a cession of territory. Can it for one moment be supposed that, on 

the 

• For instance, on the 1 8th December 1 843, !\!err Roo;.tum was thus addressed : " My letters 
have been stopped near Khyrpoor ; this has been done either by your order or without your consent : 
if by your order, you are guilty ; if without your co11Ee11t, ycu cannot command your p•·ople. In 
either case I order you to uu;band your armed fol lowers iustantly. I wi l l  go to Khyrpoor to see 
that this order is obeyed."- J'ide Supplement to 8cm<le Blue Book, No. 1 1 .  

t The Scinde prize-money distributed amounted to Rs. 50,44.;0 1 .  7., of which one-E!ighth, er 
6,63,326 rupees was adjudged to S;r Charles N apier.-See General Orders by the Government of 
Iodiu, dated the 3 1st December 1847, 2 1st Ju ly 1 849, and 3d 1\ pril 1 850. 

l Supra, para. 1 1 ,-l'or the moonshee'e statement made on the 16th August 1 843, long after the 
co1111uest of Scinde, ,ee No. 1 60, Supplement to Scinde Blue Book. 

§ On the 22d January 1 843, the warning voice of Major Outram informed Sir Charles Napier, 
" A li M orad basely liea in saying that Meer Hoostum sent any such message as hE: ( A li Morad) 
repre�tcnted to you. .Ali l\lorad 1s. the Inst person on whose lender merciea or liberality Hoostum 
would rely.- J'i.le Supplemtnt to Scinde Blue Bc,ok, No. 29.j 

73. 
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the 20th December 1 843, he would voluntarily have ceded not ouly the Turban, 
but, aa it uow appears, bis private estates, the inheri tance of his sons after .his 
own demise, to one of whom, on the 1 6th Se11tember 1843, i n  the confidence 
wLich exists between father and son,  he wrote as follows : - " Although I 
entreated Ali Morad, it was of no avail, and he became very impertinent and 
disobedient. Being helpless, by reason of the strong .Engli:.h army� wbieh is 
close at hand, under the pressure of circnmstanees I gave several pieces of 
jagheer of my own ,  &c. &c. Oh ! my son, thi5 iii tbe way of the world � A 
strong English army is  close at hand,. an<l we must therefore be cautiaus ;  
although on this account we must be patient, yet, as regards Ali Morad there 
must be no delay, as he has been so i n solent ta me, who am the chief of the 
tribe. \Vhat have the gentlemen said to him, that they should say anything to 
me ? \Ve m ust ha\'e our re\·enge. You must therefore come qqickly with you 
troops and muni tions of war, that we may r-etaliate." The wr�ter of this _leUer• 
never dreamt that it would be exh ibited as evidence in a British court of justice,, 
we may therefore rely that i t  faithfully portrays the feeli.ags which he thell 
entertained towards Ali Morad ; and to i magine tha.t in the short. space. of two 
months Meer Roostum would, of his own free will, make over all tbat he pos
sessed in  the world, is to pronounoe that he was either insane or imbecile. But 
he was 11 either.t Ali Morad, the most designing of the Upper Scinde Ameers, 
completely hoodwinked Sir Charles Napier, and succeeds in effecting the ru.io 
of his elder brother, Meer Roostum. That old and venerable chieftain, bewil
dered wi th the menacing and insulting letters of the 1iritish representative, and 
by the artful insin uation of his brother, expresses h is wish to throw himself iu&o 
the hands of Sir Charles Napier. Does this look l i ke  a desire to resort to foroe ? 
ls  this a proof of h is contumacy and hosti le feeling to the Briti� Govero8ile11t 1 
What is the answer of Sir Charles Napier ? He r�commends Meer Ro86t.um 
to seek refuge wi tl t  his  worst rnemy, Ali Morad. A recommendation under 
such circumstances was, of course, a command. \Vhat is  the result ? The 
slightest knowledge of nati\'e princes m ight have foretold. Ali Morad takes 
advantage of the opportunity to p ractise on the fears of the helpless old mau. 
who, by force or fraud, is induced to resign the Turban, and is then persuaded 
to fly. The most rema-rkable feature of the case i� the conviction of Sir Charles 
Na,;i er, that 1'·hile trampling on all the dearest rights of these wild Belooches, 
and transferring the power of the State from an aged anti j ustly f>eloved chief
tain to one who was an ohject of detestation, he had hit on the only expedient 
fOt" ensuring a permanently peaceful state of affairs in Upper Sein de. 

6 5 .  Shortly f1fter tlw conquest of Scin<le a correspondence occurred betwtlen 
Sir Charles Napier and tl 1e GoHrnor-general, Lord Ellenborough, respectiug 
the arrauge: ie11ts to be adopted for the occupation of the conquered terriwry, 
and for determini 1 1g what portion should be retained by Ali :\lorad, and what 
portion de,·ulved to the British Government. A reference to this correspondence 
is now nec,!ssary, Lecause, as it i nvolved the question of what rights Ali Morad 
had acquired under t l ie treaty ceding the Turbau, i t  sti l l  farther illustrates tbt: 
real character of that transaction, and at the same time affords additional 
evidence of Ali Morad's duplicity, and  uf the manner in which he h1i1s swiodle<l 
Meer Roostum's sons and nepliews out of their birthright. Strange to say, ut 
the commencement, anu throughout this correspondence, Sir Charles Napier 
contended th.1t Ali Morad was entitl ed to retain not only all the landi 
in h i:, own rightful prJssession at the outbreak of the war, and al l lands 
which Meer H.oostnm possessed i n  right of the Turba� but likewise his persoual 
patrimony under the wil l  of their fatlier, Meer Sohrab, as far as they were in 
Meer Ito, :stum's rightful po�session ut the same peric.cl. The rest he proposed 
!-hould dcrnlve to the British Govern ment, either in right of cgnquest, or ot" 
forfeiture i mposed on the Khyrpoor Ameers generally for breach of engage-

ment 

• This letter is ( F.), No. g of Appendix to the Commissioners" proceedings. 
t This extract is fr.,m n sp,·cch by Captain William Eastwick, on the case of the Ameers of 

Scinde. an<l at a special Court held at the ln<lia House 011 the !26th January 1 844, whose able 
advocacy of their cause i.� the more valuable, because he serveJ. with distinction in the province of 
Sl'i1:de, and hecause he was personally acquaintei with the Amt1ers, and was cognizant of the 
important se"ices they, but more especially M eer lloostum, had, io times of difficulty and disaster, 
rendered to the Ilritish Government. 
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•ment previous to the war. I say it is strange that Sir C. Napier should have 
eo argued, because it must be familiar to those who are conversant with the 
Seinde question, that in the controversy between that officer, Major Outram, 
when the latter asserted that Meer Roostum had been deprived of all bis lands, 
those which appertained to the Turban, and those which constituted his private 
estate, Sir Charles Napier emphatically declared that such was not the fact. 
Nay, I shall presently show that, on the 14th January 1843, Sir Charles Napier &einfra,paraa. 83, 
addressed a letter to Ali Morad, explicitly informing him, in order to ob\·iate 84 and 115. 
any mistake, that he would be only entitled to the lands and prh·ileges which 
belonged to the Turl,an, and not to those which appertain to Meer Roostum as 
an individual. 

66. On the conquest of Scinde Captain Pope was appointed collector and 
magistrate of Sukkur,• and was instructed by Sir C. Napier to take charge of the 
conquered territory in the north. Almost immediately after assuming charge, 
this officer wrote to Sir C. Napier as follows :-" I perfectly understand your Letter dated 15 
instructions as to the territories which his Highness Ali Morad is to be acknow- May 1843. 
ledged as possessor of, i. e., whatever belonged to him before the war broke out, 
and whatever was by right attached to the Turban." The then Governor-
genera), Lord Ellenborough, entertained exactly the same view, and it did not 
escape his Lordship's penetration, that Ali Morad was endeavoming to grasp 
more than he was entitled tQ, for on the receipt of Captain Pope's report, he 
observedt to Sir C. Napier, " I am afraid there will be some inconvenient 
differences with respect to the land attached to the Turban. I haYe never seen 
any �ccount of them. Your Excellency has justly decided, that Meer Ali 
Morad is to retain possession of all the land he before held in his own right, and 
to Jun·e all those attached to the Turban. More than this he is not entitled to. 
I shoulrl judge, however, from Captain Pope's report, that he is endea,·ouring to 
p088ess himself of all the land in Upper Scinde which belonged to any of the 
Ameers who acted hostilelv to the British Government. This must not be 
permitted." 

67. There can be no doubt that the Governor-general's views were conform
able to justice and reason. Sir C. Napier, howeYer, changed his original views, 
and achocated Ali Morad's claim to much more than the Governor-general 
conce<led. He observed, 1st. We recognized the assumption of the Turban and Letter to the Go
land appertaining thereto, by his Highness Ali Morad, on the free t resignation vernor-gcnerul, 
of his brother. We were bound to do so, by treaty, for such was the law of d;tea 28 Juni, 

Sciude, and we were bound to abide by that law. 2d. With the Turban, 1 43• 
according to the will of Sohrab, went certain lands, amounting to one-fourth of 
the territory bequeathed bv the Ameer to his heirs. 3d. When Meer Roostum 
resigned the Turban, which he did with all legal form, he did, at the same time, 
and with the same forms, resign to his brother the whole of his (Meer Roostum's) 
territorie!I-, and in return, his brother engaged to provide for his due mainte-
nance. This resignation of his territories was written in the same Koran, at the 
same time, and was one act with the resignation of the Turban. The whole was 
confirmed by the si�uature and seal of his Highness Meer Roostum Khan. 
4th. As we were obli�ecl by treaty to recognise, and did accordingly recognise 
the formal transfer of the Turban, it appears to me conclusirn, that we must 
recognise e,ery part of the transaction that is in  accordance with the laws of 
Scinde and of Mahomed. By this law every chief is master of h is property, 
none of which can be entailed. The will of the possessor decides, who is to have 
the land ; such, at }Past, I am given to understand, is the Mahomedan law. If 
this be so, we are bound to concede to his Highness Ali Morad those lancts 
·which Meer Roostum had the right of making over to him by the Mahomedan 
law. 5 th. But we are not bound to concede to his Highntss those lands to 
which his. Lrother, Meer Roostum, had no legal right, viz. those which belon!!ed 
to their nephews, the son11 of "Mobarick." SirCharlesNapier, therefore, inforrned 

the 

• Yide GoTernment Order by Sir Charles Napier, dated 11d April 1 843. 
t Letter dated the 1 6th .lune, in reply to one from Sir C. Napier of the 29th !\lay 1843. 
t Was it free ?  This iij the di�puted point, and one which I thir,k this Minute will set at rei;t for 

ever. 

i3 
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This is an error, 
,•irk supra, 59. 
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the Govemor-general that he hJd directed Captain Pope to a.beta¥} froia st.a•
fog Kardars : 1st. In all those territories possesBed by Ali Mand aa hij, 
inheritance. 2d, All which belonged to the Turban by, t� will of Ilia � 
" Meer Sohrab." ad. All that are written in the Koran llli made over to hii. 
by Meer Roostum, under the hand and s�l of that Am�er, a,nd making one act 
and deed with the tra11sfer of the Turhap, �ve and �cept th� lands whi� 
were t�e property of h� _nephews► t� sons of " Mobarick." Sir Charles Napi� 
then discusses the q�est100, whether Meer Roostum could recal the gift (118 � 
terms it) of the Turban, and decidei, thl).t, by the M�homeq.an law, and by t� 
law of Scinde, he could not ; but he ohserves, " Meer U.oostu,m recalled his gift of 
the Turban " and i ts lands, and all he did in that act. Question : Was thi� 
lawful ? Ali Morad answers, " No ;" by the law of Mahomet every chief is 
master of his own property ; i f  he gives it to his·childten, he may in virtue of 
his paternal power revoke that gifr, but if be gives. it to a chief who is his equal, 
and over whom he has not paternal power, the deed is final. He cannot revoke 
the gift. Therefore Meer Roostum cannot undo that which he has done. The 
Turban and the lands of Meer Roostum are mine by riplit, in  virtue of the 
Mahomedan law and that of Scinde. Now, continues Sir C. Napier, as I am 
ghen to understand this i s  really the Mahomedan law, I have acted thereupon, 
hut I have ordered Captain Pope to occupy the lands of Mobarick's sons. They 
matle war on the English, were conquered, and their territory becomes ours. 
" Such, my Lord, is the view I have taken of the subject, and I have ordered 
Captain Pope to act upon it till I receive your Lordship's commands. It was 
necessary for me to act immediately, as the ryots were left in a state of alarm 
and uncertainty ; one party industriously spreading the report that all the 
country was to be given np to his Highness Ali Morad, the other, with equal 
zeal, asserting that he was Lo be deprived of all but his paternal inheritance.'' .  

68. The above letter evidently took Lord Ellenbo1ough by surprise, and well 
might i t  do so. I have already shown that i t  would be a violent suppositien to 
imagine that Meer Roostum would voluntarily have resigned to his most bittff 
enemy even the Turban and the _lands appertaining to it. How then can we for 
a moment suppose that, in addition thereto, he would make a free gift to that 
same enemy of his private estate, in fact, of every acre he possessed, and for ever 
afterwards become, with his family, pensioners on Ali Morad's bounty. The 
Governor-general does not appear to have recollected that Sir C. Napier had 
himself expressly informed Ali Morad, before Scinde was conquered, that the 
Turban lands alone were all he would receive. Without this aid, however, 
Lord Ellenborough, in a very able letter, refuted Sir Charles Napier's argu
ments, and directed furtlier inquiries to be instituted. In this, after concurring 
in the order to Captain Pope, to occupy the lands which belonged to Meer 
Mobarick's • sons, as now belonging to the British Government by right of 
conquest, his Lordship observed, '' Your Excellency has directed that the 
lands attached to the Turban shall be deemed to belong rightfully to Ali Morad, 
to whom the Turban was, as your Excellency states, freely resigned by Meer 
Roostum ; and your Excellency rejects, as invalid, the subsequent retractation by 
Meer Roostum of this resignation of the Turpan. It appears from your Excel
lency's letter of the 20th December (1842), that Meer Roostum had long been 
desirous of getting rid of the charge of the Turban, and from your letter of the 
29th December, that the Turban was resigned in the most formal manner, his 
resignation being written in the Koran before all the religious men collected to 
witness the act at Dejce, and the Koran was sent to your Excellency that you 
might see it. It appears also from Major Ontram's notes of conference with the 
Ameers, on the 8th February {1843), that �Jeer Roostum addressed a letter to 
your Excellency, requesting that the Turban might be made over to Meer Ali 
Morad, and finally, it is consistent with probability that, under the circumstances 
then existing, an old and infirm man, as l\Jeer Roostum is, may have been really 
desil'ous of relieving himself from the chiefship of his family, and may have freely 
resigned the Turban to his brother, Ali Morad, the next legal heir." His · Lordship, 

Lord Ellenborough observes, " You do not con&ider that any act done by Meer Roostum can 
ha,·e the legal effect of giving a properly in thc�e lands to Ali Morad, and in this opinion I en• 
tirely concur." 
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bJtdship, thereforn, concurred with Sir C. Napier in rej�ting Meer Roostum's 
ffllbstq11ertt retractation of the cession of the Turban, and in  recognizing Ali 
Mon.d's right, in virtue - ohuch cession, to the - lands which appertained thereto. 

89. We here see that the Governor-general proceeds on the supposition that 
the resignation of the Turban was the free and voluntary act of Meer Roostum,  
and from this i t  i s  to be  in(erred, that had his Lordsh ip thought the contrary 
he 'Would not ha9'e confirmed the transaction. At the same time it is clear, that 
the GoYernor-general had some misgiving • on the suhject, for at the conclusion 
of his letter he observes, " Your Excellency may possibly be able to obtain from 
.some of the religious men present at Dejee, when the Turban was resigned by 
Me�r Roostun1 , some detailed account of what took place on that occasion ." 

�o. Having d isposed of this part of the question, the G overnor-general pro
ceeds to �ark on Sir C. Napier's proposal, that Ali �Iorad shall be deemed the 
tightful pos!5essor of all the lands wl i ich belonged to Meer H.oostum, not in  right 
of the Turban, but as a single Ameer, now stated to have been made over to 
MeP.t Ali Morad at the same time and with the same forms with 'which the 
Turban was to be transferred ; this transfer, of what may be considered 'his private 
propetty, hnving been made by Meer .itoostum in cot:isideration of an engnge
ment by Meer Ali Morad fot his due maintenance. To thrs proposal Lord 
Ellenborough replies, that Sir C. Napier's letter of the 28th June is the first 
infotmation he had received of this trans(er of lands not held in right of the 
Turban , and of its being one act with the resignation of the Turban ; and points 
out that when your Excellency met the son of Meer Roostum on the 6th January 
{1843), you told h im that his father would hold his lands according to the di-aft 
treaty, but must lose what was attached to the Turban ; tht1s drawing a clear 
·distinction between the lands held by Meer Roostum in his private capacity as a 
simple Ameer, and tlwse he possessed in his  p ublic character, as the chief of the 
Talpoor family, invested with the Turban ; and thnefore your Excellency 
cminot have· been aware on that day that his private as well as pub1ic lands had 
at the same time, and in one transaction, been ceded by Meer Hoostnm to Meer 
Ali Morad. The Koran, in which the cession of the Turban was written, and 
whioh must have been seen by your Excellency On or before the 26th December 
(184�}, cannot then have contained the cession of the private lands, or the writing 
therein must have been incorrectly tr11nslated to you. 

71 . The following remarks clearly indicate the manner in which the cession 
of the Turban' was e -xtorted. On the 27th December your Excellency wrote to 
-me, " 'l'here is one point which l do not yet understand, some trick probably, 
hut l cannot yet clearly see it ; there is an evident objection to my seeing 
Meer Roostum, why, I do not know ; but I told Ali Morad I must and will see 
his .Highness." On the 29th your Excellency wrote, " I  have to tell you that 
Meer Roostum decamped yesterday morning ; I met Ali Morad the night 
hefbre, and desired him to say that I would pay my respects to his Highness." 
Y dllr ExceHency then gave your two conjectures as to the cause of Meer 
Roestum's flight., and seemed inclined to the opinion that Meer Ali Morad had 
f-rightan�d him j,nto this -step, in  order to make h is possession of the Tu rban 
more decisi ve. My conjecture (adds the Go\•erilor-general) is, that the resig
nation of the Tnrbau, and the rei.ignation of the private lands by Meer Roostum, 
were two separate transactions, i t� indeed, the private lands wtte ever ceded 
by Meer Hoostum, and the cession thereof be not altogeth�r a forgery, subse
quent to the first 1 ransaction, which was of a public eharacter, that of the 
n)signation of the Turban." 

72. His 

• I have else,.,here observed, that the bitter feu<l which existed between MPN Roostum nnd Al i  
M'oriul, opposes t l ,e  belie1 that the trnnefer was \'Oluntary. The records of  the  day contain abun
dant cvtdl'l')<'e of the rancorous n-tture of their enn,ity. ·For instance, tbfl �cinde Dign1t of the 4th 
October 1 84!11 reports, the same preparations 11re goin� on 011 the part of Meer Jfoostum and N usieer 
Khan; the former d€clarmg that nothing short or the transfor of the p,nt of Dejee Kekcte by Al i  
Mora-d, and his  dropping a l l  rii-:ht to the <'anal which runs pa.<1t K hyrpnre 11nd Dejee, wil l sa tisty 
him. This done, he wil l  receive Ali !\ l orad as a bn,1i1cr. fhe latter • �pti�s, that h,, "' i l l  part wil11 
his fort only wi : h  hi� life. �ir Charles Napier arrived at Si..kkur  the very day the above _was w riuen, 
and immeuiately i n terprett-d the prepara.1on�, really intended again�t Ali ,\-1-0rad, as signs of hos1 1 l i 1y 
•�inst the Uritii,h Government. 

73. p p  2 
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'72. His Lordship then observes, " Whether by the Mahomedan · law, Meer 
Roostum, being a free , agent, could alienat.e his hereditary lands i1 a q�tion 
upon which inquiry shall ha immediately made, from penons acqoainted with 
that law, and the result shall be communicated to your Excellency ; bGt tile 
indispensable condition of the Jegalit_v of a rant is, that it shoold be made hy 
a free a ent ; and even if i t  s oul a pear t at Meer Roostum a t ' 
to alienate these ri\·ate J anus, 1t must be clear that he did so, not un r 
restraint, and not under delusion � to • bis true osition, be ore . 

· · d 
justly recognize Meer Ali Morad as the proprietor o such laol.ls, by v1rtne 
ofthe resignation Meer Ruostum is now stated to have made to him. 
That suc;h resignation can have been altogether voluntary it is difficuk 
to believe. Meer H.oostum may have readily divested . himself of the Turban, 
which made him the centre of the intrigues and machinations of hi& family ; 
but he can hardly have been the wil ling instrument of the disioheriM>n of 
h�s sons, or _have free1)' reduced himself to depen�enoe _upon his brother for 
has own mamtenance. The words I ha,·e underlined m the above extract 
deserve to be inscribed in letters of gold, but I cannot see how it can be con
tended that they are not as equally applicable to the cession of the Turban as to 
the cession by Meer Roostum of his privat.e est.ate, apecially when we recollect 
that i t  was by Sir Charles Napier's advice he had placed himself in  Ali Morad's 
power. In conclusion, the Governor-general called for a copy of the writing in 
the Koran, sent to Sir C. Napier by Meer Ali Morad in December, and directed 
that the latter should be informed, that being now for the first time '' made 
acquainted with the alleged cession to his H ighneSi of the lands held hy Meer 
Roostum in his own private right,'' the Governor-general, being desirous of 
proceeding in a matter of so much importance with all due regard to jm�tice,. 
and even to form, suggested that his Highness should place in the hands of one 
of Sir Charles Napier's officers, for the purpose of having it correctly copied and 
attested, the writing in the Koran, whereby Meer Roostum is said to have 
a lienated to his Highness the lands held by him in  his own hereditary right,. 
without reference to the possession of the Turban . 

73. On the receipt of this letter, Sir C. Napier appears to have felt himself 
obliged to shift his grounds. In his letter of the 28th June 1 843, he argued, 
that AS the cession of the Turban and the cession of the private estate were one 
and the same act, writtt:n in the same Koran, we were bound to recognize every 
part of the transaction . In his reply to the Governor-generars letter above 
alluded to, when furnishing a copy of the deed ceding tLe Turban, he draws a 
distinction between the two cessions, and states, " I did not consider myself called 
upon to interfere with the transfer of the private lands of his Highness to bis 
H ighness Ali Morad. _My duty was limited to the transfer of the Turban. The 
last was a public affair, the first a private, and even a fami ly transaction." 

74. In a sub&equent  letter,• the Governor-general, in answer to two letter& 
from Sir Charles Napier, " relating to transactions with the Ameers immediately 
before the battle of Meeanee, and t lso to trans.ictiom1 subsequent thereto, between 
his Excellency and certain of the Ameers and chiefs of �cinde," again called 
for a copy of the writing in the Koran, whereby Mter Roostum ceded the Turban 
and certain lands to Meer .'\Ii Morad, and observed, " In that writing, as trans
lated, there is some ambiguity. It would be very desirable that there should 
be a distinct account of the lands and privi lrges appertainingt to the Turban." 
We do not know what were the rights of jughiredars, whether the Ameers could 
resume, and were in the habit of resuming, jaghi res at pl4>,asure, or whether by 
the custom of the country and of the Talpoor family, jaghires were not resumed 
as long as the jaghiredars remained fai th ful. Mter Ali Morad may have taken 
pos..-.ession of lands which Meer Roostum had no right to cede, or in land legally 
(.·eded, he may have exerci�ed his powl'r i n  a manner contrary to the customs 
of the country. The British Guternment would not sanction either of these 
proceedings. 

75. On 

• Letter dated the 9th August, in reply to Sir C i 1arlts Napier's l'!tters of the 13th nc.d 18th 
July 1 843. , . . . . 

t See al110 the Governor-general s letter, dated the 2f,th June 1 843, sugg�tmg that 10formaUOD· 
on the subject might be sought f,,r from some of the officers formerly employei tiy Meer Roostum. 
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'76. On the 6th July 1848, Sir C. Napier wro&e to the Governor-general � 
" Ali .Morad is evidently very desirous to get all be can, whether . by right or 
not ; I imagine that· he is not si�ular in this propensity, The lands which 
belong to the ' T111ban' are said to be one-fourth of the territory which was 
bequeathed by Meer Sobrab, the father of Meer Roostum and Meer Ali Morad." 
In forwarding copy of Meer Sohrab's "'ill,• Sir Charles Napier obsenes, '' If 
we take it for a lease, then Ali Morad would have three-fourths and we should 
have one-fourth of Upper Scinde ; that is to say, Meer Moobaruck's share, in 
addition to what belonged to Nusseer Khan of Hyderabad, now ours.'' In this 
letter he observes, " Ali M<. rad is very grasping, though fear renders him very 
amenable,'1 

76. The Governor-:general placed a very different, and no doubt the true 
comtruction on Meer Sohrab's will. From it we inferred that the possessor of Letter to Sir C. 

the Turban is entitled to an undivided moiety of the lands specifically bequeathed Napier, dated the 
to Meer Roostum, besides having the fines, ferries, tolls, &c. mentioned. But 11th Auguat iS43, 

untH it be decided whether Meer Roostum ceded his personal moiety attached 
to the Turban, it would be impossible to proceed further than to ascertain what 
lands never belonged either to Meer Roostum or to Meer Ali Morad, and to 
take possession for the British Government of all lands which, never having 
belonged to either of those chiefs, were the property of chiefs who have been in 
arms against us, and have not since been forgh·en by your Excellency. In 
conclusion, his Lordship reiterated the doubts entertained with respect to the 
wlidity of the cession of Meer Roostum's private interests in the lands he held, 
if indeed any cession of that interest was intended to be made by him, doubts 
which may be removed by the inspection of the original writing in the Koran, 
and by farther infonnation which may be afforded by Sir Charles Napier. 

77. A copy of Meer Sohrah's will, showing how in the first instance the lands 
of Upper Scinde were divided between Meer Roostum Khan and bis two bro
thers, \\ as forwarded to Captain Pope, with instructions to acertain and report 
what lands really belonged to the Turban. In reply, he reported, on the infor. 
mation of Ali Morad's minister, Sh�ikh Ali Hussein, '' that no lands in any part 
of Scinde belong to the Turban, the claim of the wearer of it being solely for 
the half of the revenue of the eountr.v lately possessed by Meer Hoostum, with 
the addition of the whole amount of the taxes of the same country." In  a sub-
eequent letter he repeats this opinion, and enclosed a report from Mr. Wingfield 
on the subject ; and submits that the result of the inquiry, so far as oral evidence 
is concerned, had confirmed the fact admitted by Sheikh Ali, that no land in 
Upper Scinde belonged to the Turban. With regard to the authenticity of 
Meer Sohrah's will, Captain Pope left this point to be determined by Sir Charles 
Napier, observing, there can be no reasonable hope of the voluntary production 
or any document which should damage his Highness Ali Morad's claims from 
the records in his possession. 

Letter dated 13th 
July 1 843-
Reply to ditto, 
dated 1 1th August 
1 843. 

78. Pursuant to the Governor-general's instructions, Captain Pope was now, 
at the eleventh hour, six months after the battle of Meeance, directed to obtain Letter dated 16th 
" a  copy from the Koran, ceding the private estate of Meer Roostum, end to make August 1843, 
the necessary inquiries from such religious parties who may have been present 
when the Turban was resigned by Meer Roostum at Dejee." For the per-
formance of this duty, Captain Pope proceeded to Khyrpore, and obtained '" an 
attested copy of the deed of cession of the Turban, and the whole of the lands 
of the ex-Ameer Roostum to his Highness Ali Morad." I n  his rt>port, he ex- Dated the �6th 
plains the precautions he adopted to ensure accuracy,t and these were unex- August 1843. 
ceptionable. The writer of the deed of cession was the S.vud Peer Ali Joheer, 
the same person who was afterwards employed by Ali Morad to commit the 

forgery 

• Letter to the Governor-general, dated the i4th July 1 843. for the will i tself, 1ee para. 3 of 
this Minute. 

t The '' Koran was produred by the minister of his Highness Meer Ali �lorad. I took it ioro my 
own hands, seated my rnoonshee at a little distance, and dirtated to him what he was to write ; when 
he had finished, I caused him to read o\·er what he had written ; I compared what he had read wfth 
what was written in the book I still held in my hilnds ; and when this �econd test had bc·en gone 
through, I caused the moonahee to take the Koran end read aloud from it, while I compared his 
written paper wilh what he read.'' 

73. P P 3  
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forgery in the treaty of Nownahar, discussed at the commencement of ttiis 
Minute. At the time of Captain Pope's inquiry he was on friendly tertl{s, and 
in the service of Ali Mol"ad. That he reallv wrote the - deed <1f cession was nevtr 
disputed. He admitted the faet, and stated that aft& the deed h'ad been seal.ed, 
he saw Meer Roostum write the "tt'otds " Bah�I ust " epon -it. He at fir.It de
murred to veriFying his stateruent on oath, but was finatly persuaded by Oaptaia 
Pope to do so. The only other evidience obblined by Captain Pope was a joint. 
statement made by the persons named in the margin,•  to the effect that the 
sealing and signing of the deed of cession was witnessed by 9everdl i ndividmls, 
S'ervants of Meer Roostum and of Meer Ali Morad, and all declared publicly 
that neither by word or dee<l did he (Meer Roostum) show that he was acting 
°'herwise than of his own free wil l .  The Persian being the language of busineM 
iu this country, I caused my moonshee to write, before all the people assembled, 
anabstract of the proceeding, which was read over to them in  my presence, and 
assented to by all as correct ; the paper (B.) is a translation of this document. 
In this Peer Ali Goheer states, I, with my own hand plaoed and bound round 
the Turban of (? on) his Highness Meer Ali Morad's head, excepting that his 
Highness Meer Roostum Khan gave three turns with his own hands. The 
compact that Meer Roostum made with Ali Morad I wrote myself ou the Koran, 
and Meer Roostum Khan wrote the words " Bahal ust," signifying i t  is truth. 
The sixth on the list, a Darogah, late in charge of Meer Ro-,stum's seal, states, 
he affixed the seal to the agreement by Meer Roo�tum's oFders ; Nos. 4 ,  8 and 9, 
state, they were present when the negotiation was going on, and corroborate 
Ali Gobur's statement. I t  does not appear that Nos. 5 and 7 gave any specific 
evidence, though they signed the statement ; and as for Ali Morad's u ncle and 
brother, Nos. 2 and a, they were absent when the •rurbap was ceded, but heard 
" all that Peer Ali Goheer has said." 

79. For the sake of reference I will now transcribe the translation of the 
deed of cession made in the office of the Foreign Secretary at Calcutta. t 

Treaty written in  the Koran by Meer Roostum. 
" Praise be to God, and blessings on the Prophet and .his family .'' 

" Meer Roostum Khan Talpoor has made a eompact, and formed a treaty with 
Meer Ali Moorad Khan Talpoor to the following effect : At this time, duri ag the 
suprGmacy of the powerful and exalted English Government, aod from the 
Autumn · of 1 263, I, Meer Roostom Khan, of my own free will - and pleasura, 
�cording to the rule and custom of the Chiefs ·of Hyderabad, present to Meer 
A li Morad Khan (who is worthy of the chiefship), the Turban of the Chiefship 
and Brotherhood, with the control of the whole of my country, with. the (sur 
shemeari) capitation tax, (meer bu.huree) river due,, and (jayeya) tax oD. 
others ihen Maoomedan1, and farms and tolls and fisberie3, as specified below, so 
that during my lifetime having occupied the seat of chiefship, he may take 
into his entire possession the countries specified below. No one of my sons or 
nephews has, or shall have, claim or entry i n  this same Turban and this same 
country, which I, of my free will and pleasure, bestow in gift. If any one 
advances a claim he fs a liar. The administration of affai rs, the control of the 
army, the negotiations with the English, all now depend on the will  of Meer 
Ali Morarl Khan. In this compact the oath of the Koran is used ; there shall 
not be the variation of a hair's breadth . God is a sufficient witnes➔• Written 
on the 17th Tekiad 1 258, A.H.  (December 20, 1 842) .  1 st. Purgunna8 Kho
hara Chehoor, Alleeareea aid Kuhteera. 2d. Pu,g11nnas Noushera Praze. 
ad. Ditto Kundbarra, with Cberpore and Loharee. 4th .  Sut l  Kokun .  5 th .  Ditto 
:Meerpore Manhi las and Kunoorkee. 6th. Sandy territory i n  Rene and Nara. 
7th. Forts Shahgurh, Sirdashgurh ancl other forts. 8 th .  Pcrgunnas Obara 
Khyrpore, Hurkee. 9th .  Ditto lmamwah. 1 0th. Ditto Bahounuck and l3urah. 

1 1 th. One-third 

• 1 .  Peer Ali Goheer. �- !\leer Junjee Kh1n, uncle of his Highneil8 Ali  Morad. 3 . .\leer 
Chakeer Khan, brother of ditto. +· Sohdar Khan Jelba, ree. 5. Kunul Khan diuo. 6. Johan 
Khau Shaikee, 7. Mahomed Ali Ku!enatzur, or ,ervant of Meer Roostum. 8. Koo�hee Ram 
Dewan. g. Dewan �here Sing. 

t Thia was furni&he<l by Lord Ellenborough to Sir C. Napier, on the 1 31h September 1 8,$3-
Tbere are other tran�lations on the Coinn1i,-sio1 1�r•s proceed;n�s, but I select tl11s a� the mo.it correct. 
It ia No. 1� of Supplt.·ment to Scinde Blue Book. 
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1 1 th. One-third of Subzu.1 an d Purgunna, Moozucka. 12th � Pu.rgunna Shi
karpore Mor Ali .  1 3th. Ditto Roopa. 14th, Ditto Bulbudka. 16th. Ditto 
Chuck Moozargah. 1 6th.  Ditto �ushmoor." 

80. Sir Charles Napier inforwed the Goveruorrgeneral that Captain Pope " tells 
·me there is not the least doubt of the treaty ceding the Turban being autheutic 
and volu;ntary on the pa.rt of Meer Roostum. However, Captain Pope shall 
.speak for himself. We are trying to verify the rights and powers of the Turban ;" 
a.pd in a subsequent letter he observes, " By the time this reaches its destination 
your Lordship wi ll have received all the prnofs that Captain P<>pe hai been able 
to collect relative to tbe transfer made to Ali Morad, by Meer Roostum, both 313 
.;regarcls the Turban and his personal territory. They seem to me satisfactory 
and ,·alid .  Meer Roostum does not deny the facts. We have his own co�
fessions that he  went voluntarily to Ali �lorad's fortreas of Dejee ; for his asser
tion that he went by my advice, even if  true, admits that he went voluntarily. 
He also admits that he came a"ay voluntarily, he say� by Ali Morad's advice ; 
but still he went away volu ntarily. I think that if despotic p rinces are to 
escape the results of their folly, by throwing the b lame on their advisers, it 
would be very hard to deal with t.hem, if any wroug. I have all along thought, 
a.pd sti ll think, that Ali Morad has a just claim to th� possessions of :\leer 
Roostum,  and I am sure your Lordship  wi ll have the same opinion when you 
.receive Captain Pope's papers. I desired the Captain to be very exact in his 
inquiries, as the utmost justice was necessary towards a captive prince. But 
assuredly nei ther the Arueer nor his fami ly have any claim upon us, except to 
have j ustice." 

8 I .  It is not surprising that Sir Charles Na pier should have endeavoured to 
satisfy himself that the result of Captain Pope's inquiry was satisfactory, for 
unquestionably upon the result the justice or injustice of our proceedings in 
Scinde mainly depended. For this reason, however, Sir Charles Napier's opinion 
cw;inot be regarded as conclusive. A more extraordinary mode of conducting 
to important an inquiry never came under my observation. What a contrast 
does it not afford to the recent inquiry into the charges preferred against Ali 
Morad. Captain Pope evidently misunderstood the Governor-general's instruc
tions, which I have no doubt were to elicit the truth ; that is, the real merits of 
the " Turban" transaction . Captain Pope, however, confined the inquiry to such 
persons as Ali Morad, the party complained against, thought fit to produce, and 
does not appear to have felt himself at l iberty to search out for independent and 
disinterested testimony. Instead of examining the witnesses separately, and 
subjecting them to strict cross-examination , they are all lumped together. The 
character of the first witness, Peer Ali Gohur, is sufficiently developed on the 
Commissioner's proceedings. At the time of the cession of the Turban, and at 
the time also of his examination, he was in Ali Morad's service, ready to do 
whatever his master bid him, even to the commission of forgery, as in the case 
of the treaty of Nownahar. The second witness, an uncle of Ali Morad's, 
appeared before the Commission to support that forgery. The third, a brother of 
Ali Morad's, and now dependent upon him, admits he was not present when the 
tra11saction occurred, his evidence therefore being hearsay. The six other wit
De8Slc'S are either retainers of Ali Morad, or, with one exception, persons fo�merly 
in the service of Meer Roostum, who, after the wreck of their master's fortunes, 
attached themselves to Al i  Morad. To call this a bona.fide inquiry would be a 
mockery. It was, to al l  intents and purposes, e.r parte. Meer Roostum ,  the 
plain ti ti� had been exiled to Poona ; no one was summoned on his behalf ; he 
was, in fa.ct, altogether unrepresented at the inquiry. Oue thing·, however, is 
qui te certain .  By instituting any inquiry at this late period ,  Lord Ellen borough, 
as Governor-general, virtually admitted t hat Meer Hoostum's earnest appeals, 
and the appeals of the A meers of Lower Scinde on his h('halt� an<l the wild cry 
of remonstrance of the Beloochees generally, ought to have beeu attended to. 
That they were listened to, augments, in my humble j udgment, the claims of 
Meer Roostu m's posterity upon the j ustice and mercy of the British Govern
ment, because it has now become matter • of h istory, that the refusal to investi-

gate 

• On this subject the reader should coosult the Sciode Blue Book, but more e�pecially No. �81 ,  
Major Outram's notes of conferences with the Ameers, on the 8th, · 9th, 1 -zth and 1 3th February 
1 84:3. The comh1ct of these wild clansmen was noble, thus rallying round their respected chief in 
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gate and redress his grievances., became the war cry of the incensed Belooehes, 
and was the ultimate cause of the ·war and conquest of Seinde. 

82. But it appeared to me very desirable that the real nature of Captain 
Pope's inquiry should not be involvt>d in doubt, and the following extracts from 
a letter I have received from that officer, which I give with his permission, will 
explain its character, and show how ill adapted it was to elicit the truth ! 

" l do not remember the date, on or about which I was sent to Khyrpore ; 
most probably it was in August 1 843 ; but I was not, I regret to say, sent to 
inquire into the circumstances of the cession of the ' Turban ' of Upper Scinde 
to Ali Morad by the late Meer Roostum, but to ' hear ' what Ali Morad might 
have to adduce in  proof that the cession was voluntary. He was himself for 
tpme time in  the room at Khyrpoor when the statements I had to hear were 
made ; and his minister, Sheikh AH, remained t.here to conduct the proceedings. 
I had only to hear and record what was said. The witnesses produced were all 
either persons residing at Khyrpore, or within Ali Morad's territories, or having 
their families so residing, and they were coneequently completely under his 
power. It could never have been intended that there should be any investi• 
gation, or else Ali Morad would naturally have been directed to send the parties 
to be examined to Sukkur. The idea of any of those produced at Khyrpore 
saying one word likely to displeaae Ali Morad would have been absurd, and in 
no case could an u: parte statement of one side of the question be viewed as an 
inquiry into the whole. It may be as weJl further to note that Sir Charles 
Napier had virtually decided the question, by putting Ali Morad in possession 
of the lands reterred to in the alleged list of cession long before the inquiry, if 
inquiry it can be called, took place, and that the servants of Meer Roosium had 
passed into Ali Morad's service. Only one of the parties, whose depositions yoa 
will probably find on record, Shere Sing, formerly Meer Roostum's Dewan, or 
finance minister, was at the time in British employ (under me as Collector), but 
his family and property remained at Khyrpore ; so that even had a bona fak 
inquiry been ordered, no fair search could have been entered into. In the 
absence of any one representing Meer Roostum, it  would probably have been 
vain to expect that the witnesses to be examined should speak out, while them
selves, their families, and properties were in Ali � torad's power, and the quest.ion 
at issue had been already practically decided in his favour by the British 
Government. In obedience to my orders I went to Khyrpore, heard and 
recorded what the parties produced by Ali Morad had to say as to the circumstances 
attending the alleged cession of the ' Turban ' to himself by Meer Roostum, and 
transmitted the record to Sir Charles Napier, with a remark, to the best of my 
recollection, that, so far as I saw, the parties deposing did not do so under com
pulsion . I have no copies, either of my order or report� but they are in the 
:Sukkur records, I presume, or in those of Carrachee. I must, i n justice to myself, 
state that long previously I h1:1d expressed to Sir Charles Napier my own convic
tion, founded on statements made to me, and the concurl'ent belief of all natives 
in  Upper Scinde who ever mentioned the circumstance, that the cession was not 
voluntary, and I know that Sir Charles Na pier nimself did not believe it to have 
been so. Ali Morad, as well as his minister, Aii Hussein, severally confetised to 
me  that the cession was not voluntary, Ali Hussein saying, when pressed 
on the subject, ' Who gives lands. and sovereignty away voluntari ly 1 '  and Ali 
Morad saying to this effect, ' Everything is allowable i n  poli tical matters.' These 
circumstances I mentioned to Sir Charles Napier, also to Sir  George Arthur ; 
indeed, I have never concealed my opinion on the subject at any time or place 
when i t  happened to be discussed, i n  Scinde or out of it, and 1 have not the 
slightest wish to do so now. I have little fear of any man being ultimately 

injured 

the hour of distrrss ; and makes us regret the more, that shortly afterwards they 1,hould have made 
a chivalrous, though useless, sacrifice of their lives in his defence, on the fatal fields of !'\leeanee and 
Dubba. Of them Sir Charles Napier remarks :-

,, The Beloochees arc as fine looking race as the Scin<lees, and even finer, and 1 esolute to the la.st 
degree- I never saw one of them run away ; they in-.ariably wulked away when defeated ; and thia 
acrouuts for the immenae slaughter we made at Meeanee, unt.'qualled, I believe, in modern war. 
A more noble race of men does 11ot exist, nor one more full of se1f-re1p1:ct. I do not see much of 
the l,igutry of the Mahomedan religion among them. However, a11 J cannot 8f>l'Rk with them al� 
my acquaiut1111ce is confir.ed and little worth.'' Letter from Sir Charles Napier to Lord Ellen• 
bore,ugb, dated the 1 0th April 1 844. 
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injured by telling .the .truth i .but, even were it o�herwise, I should not hesitate 
when the remotest ch�ce existed of my bein9:,. l!YeD indirectly, of the &lightest 
service to these unhappy exiles of Kbyrpore." 

83. I have aot been able to discover any rep1y from Lord Ellenborough to 
Sir Charles Napier's letter, commenting on Captain Pope's rep�rt, and stHtin� 
it to be his opinion that the proofs obtained by that officer, both as regards the 
Turban and Meer lloostum's personal territory, were "satisfactory and authentic.'' 
No trace of such document is to be found either in the voluminous corre• 
spondence on the subject received with the Commission's proceedings, or in the 
correspondence lately furnished by the Government of India relating to Sir 
C. Napier's administration of India. lo fact, there appears to have been a ces-
sation of the correspondence on the subject between these two high. functionaries 
from September 1843 to .May 1845, and I infer that his Lordship nc,·er expressed 
his concurrence in Sil' C. Napier's opinion. Be this as it may, it is quite clear 
that the Government of India never did so ; for when Sir C. Napier forwarded Letter dated +th 
a draft treaty of 12 articles which he proposed to enter into with Ali Morad, for May 1845. 
the .confirmation of the Government of India, he was called upon to report Letter dated �+tit 
u What arrangement he proposed for definitively settling the question as to the October 18+6. 
extent of territorial right acqui i·ed by Meer Ali Morad in virtue of the deed 
whereby the Turban was transferred tu him by Meer Roostum, dated the 20th 
Decembel' 1842 ;" a11d it is dear that Lord Hardinge, who liad intermediately Lord Hardinge 
become Governol'-general, did not consider this point had been cleared up ; for assumed the Go
in the same lette1· his Lordship observes, '' The late Governor-general, Lord Ellen- veroment on the 
borough, was decidedly of opinion that by that deed the lauds aloae which were · �3d July 184+ 
held by Meer Roosturu in right of the Turban were thus transferred, and that the 
deed in question convcye<l to Meer Ali Morad no rights in any other than the 
Turban lands.'' This also (the letter continues) appears to have been Sir 
C. Napier's opinion ; but it seems Meer Ali Morad has never ceased to urge his 
claim to the whole of Meer Roostum's possessions. '' But there is no informatfr,n 
before Government which of the districts enumerated in Meer Sohrab's will 
were to he considered as Turban lands, aad which as personal and hereditary.'' 
If any distinction was made, it is not stated in any document : lmt from the cor-
respondepce it is supposed some such distinction ell'.isted. The Governm·ent of 
India then justly observe, the hypothetical question• put by desire of Lord 
Ellenborough to the Mahomedan law officers and professors of Arabic law in 
Calcutta, in 1843, as to the validity of a deed executed by a sovereign prince, 
similar to that said to have been written in the Koran by Meer Roostum, with a 
view t.o elicit the opinions of the Mahomedan doctors as to the legal nlidity of 
the deed and rights it conveyed is of little value, the replies being so full of 
technicalities and conditional contingencies. It appeared, however, to be the 
opinion of the law officers that the Mahomedan law does not recognize any 
separate or individual rights in a sovereign prince. 1bis question should be 
distinctly met ami decided before the treaty is concluded. To this I would 
remark that, admitting the Mahomedan law to be as stated, Meer Sohrab, the 
father of Meer Hoostum, by his will distinctly recognizes as Meer Roostum's See supra, pn. 3-
private property one-fourth of tile lands of Upper Scinde, auother fourth being 
assigned to the " Turban." 

8.t. In reply to this communication, Sir C. Napier referred to his letters to Dated 1 8th Ju,, 
Lord Ellenbol'ough, dated the 28th June aml 21st September 1843, and stated uary 1847. 
that the views therein expressed remained unchanged. " The case (he obsel'ved) 
seems to stand thus : On tbe 28th June I made a clear statement of his Highness's 
claim ; on the 17th August, his Lordship the Governor-general expressed doubts, 
whether the Ameer Meer Roostum made over his perwnal fands, as well as those 
belonging to the Turban, to his brother Meer Ali Morad, and his Lordship directed 
me, pending the decision of this CJUestion, to take possession of all the lands 
which never belonged to either of those chiefs, which order I obeyed. On the 
30th August 1843, it appeared from Mr. Secretary Thomason's letter of that 

date, 

• For this very remarkable document, ,ee No. 165 of Supplement to Scinde Blue Book. The 
questi<•n wn1 nut fairly put, for it assumes that the gift waa volunt11rily made. Besides which, it i11 
in e,idence that Meer Roo1tum bad pre9iously bestowed the aame lands on his eldest BOD, Meer 
Mahomed Hunein, 
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date, that the view taken by me on the i8th June 1 843 was correct.• Thus 
the doubts which had been entertained by Lord Ellenborough (pending the 
decision of the ten doctors of the Mahomedan college at Calcutta) fell to tbe 
ground, and no further orders having been issued on the subject Ly the Supreme 
Government, I considered that the claims of his Highness to the whole of the. 
land� held by the Meer Roostum were just. He  at that time had possession of 
them, and I left matters as they stood, pending further instructions, which as l 
before observed, were never received. If any fraud can be proved against his High
ness in the transaction which gaYe him the Turban and the remaining lands of 
Meer Roostum, I have nothing more to say, but otherwise I consider that the 
question was settled by the letter of Mr. Secretary Thomason, an,l the opinion 
of the college. I have no proof of fraud having been committed by his Highness, 
and without that, I think i t  would be impossihle to dcpri ,,e his Highness of ati.y 
of the lands made over to him in the Koran. I should consider it to be a breach 
of faith. I am not aware that there are any geographical distinctions between 
the Turban lands and tl1e other lands of t.he late Meer Roostum.  However, 
this does not appear to be a matter of any importance, herause the Mohamme
dan law allows of no distinction or separnte rights i n  a sovereign prince." 
Finally, Sir C.  Napier observed, " nothing ha-; been formally gi,·eu by me. 
All remains in abeyance, subject to the decision of your Lordship. To sum up 
the whole, 1 consider that all lands held by his Highness Ali Morad to the 
north of Roree are his by gift ; all south of Roree as his Highnrss's by right. 
To take from him the first would, I think, be ill iberal towards a faithful ally. 
To take away the last, would be a breach of faith." In a. subsequent letter, 
Sir C. Napier submitted. a sketch prepared by Lieutenant Fitzgerald, '· showing 
the exact position of the Khyrpoor territory in reference to the British posses-
sions, with the names of those districts enumerated in the propo3ed tr':'aty," 
and .with it a memorandum prepared by the Collector ,,r Shikarpore on the 
districts i ncluded i n  Artide I L  of the treaty. There are also statements show
ing the respective values of certain lands to be exchanged t under tbe treaty 
between the British G overnment and his Highne,s Ali Morad, but w hich are of 
little value, since they include the districts which h is  Highn_css fraudulently 
appropriared to himself under the treaty of Nownahar. With th is letter tile cor
respondence between Sir C. Napier and the G:wernment of ludia terminated, 
and io the following month his Excellency was succeeded in the Government of 
Scinde by Mr. Pringle. 

85. I have observed (para. 63 .) that io the controversy between himself and 
Major Outram, Sir C. Napier distinctly denied that Ali Morad had obtained 
under treaty with Meer Roostum any lauds, excP.pt those which appertained to 
the " Turban ;" one of the chief points of that controversy related to Lhe extent 
of possessions which Ali Morad had acquired undt>r the treaty. Major Outram 
contended, that Meer Roostum had been deprived of almost all be possel!Sed • 
Sir C. Napier, that he had only recognised Ali Mor-ad's right to the Turban 
lands. I t  is now clearly proved that Major Outram wa.i right, and Sir C. 
Napier wrong, on this most importaut poinL On this subject I beg to refei: to. 

� Supplement to Major Outram's letter to Sir C. Napier, dated the 24th January 1843, explaioiag 
�nde Blue Book, his views in 1·egard to the financial result!! which would follow the a.rrangemen&a 

o. 33• then in progress in Scinde, and giving " a  list of Ameers and their sons, who 
are now rendered desperate," together with the Belooch and native chieftains and 
fenrlatories dependent u pon them . To this is appended, the following ootet by 
Sir C. Napier : " I was pledged to nothing except to support Ali ;\forad in his 
rights as Rllis ; "  again, " I was pledged to nothing except to the rights of the 
Turban, whatever the rights may be.'' On the 13th February Major Outram 

wrote 

• That ia, Sir C. Napier 00D1iders the auwer of the law ollicen at Calcuua, described abon, 
:w " full uf technicalities and conditional contingencies," settled Lhe whole que:ition. A singular 
mode, truly, of disposing ef a great political que;tioo in dis11ute. 

t In the statement marked 1E.) of Mr. l'ringte', collection, will be found ao '' Eslimate of the 
result of a proposed e11ch;m� of terr:itory, and settlement of the �11niary olai�� �etwee� the 
Britifh Government and hls IJighnesa Ah )1.>r.i.d. fra1ned ,,n the suppC111t1on that Lhe d1$tr1cts cl111111ed 
by the latter, in virtue of th:ir _iille;led ces\lion by Meer N11sieer Kha?, in the treaty of No�n,Jiar, 
are disallowed by 111, hi1l a p11rt100 of diem cedt-d to \lt!er Ah 1loraJ m exchange for othel's, 

t These notes were not addreued to MJjor 0111ram, but to the Governor-genera� loAg after t� 
conque&t of Scinde. 
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•rote, " I believe it is merely a last attempt to get their brethren of Upper Supplement to 
Scinde restored to their land!'!, gi\'en, or about to be so, to Ali Morad. They Scinde Blue Book, 
have never murmured at what bus been taken by the treaty, poor devils ; "  on No. fig. 

which Sir C. �apier writes, " Given ; who gave him anything ? I certainly did 
not." Again, on the 14th February, Major Outram informed Sir C. Napier, 
" It has been intimated to me, that if the lands assigned to Ali Morad were Ibid, No. 7s. 
restored, his retaining the Rais would not be disputed." 

86. I really cannot reconcile Sir C. Napier's statements in 1843, that Ali 
Morad was merely entitled to the lands of the Turban, with his statements in 
his correspondence with Lord Ellenborough, that in addition thereto he was 
entitled to Meer Roostum's personal estate or inheritance ; but how, may I a�k, 
are the latter statements to be reconciled with the following letter, Sir C .  Napier Ibiti, No. i l .  

addressed to Ali Morad, on the 14th January 1 843 : " The Governo�general ha! 
ordered me 10 support your Highness, as the lawful possessor of the Turban as 
Rais ; your Highness has certain privileges, and certain lands, which appertain 
not to the indi11idual, but to the Turban. These must be given to you with the 
Turban, but the rights and possessions ot' the other Ameers must be maintained, 
as prescribed in the draft of tbe new treaty ; and I endeavoured to explain, that 
no portion of their estates can he tr,msferred to you. If they resist the arms 
Qj the Company i n  war, and if a shot be fired at the t1·oops under my command, 
then I have orders to take all their estates in the name of the Company, and 
they would not be made over to your Highness ; at least such, in my belief, is 
the inti:ntion of the Governor-general." And on the 23d January, Sir C. Napier 
wrote to Major Outram, " The intrigues of these people are very silly, and like Ibid, ?-io. 3� .  
a tangled web ; we can cut the Gordian knot, as Alexander did ; we are too strong 
to take the trouble to untie it. I hear this minute: that Roostum has gone t he 
wrong 'Yay after all you said to him ; why did he doubt you ? However, his 
movements signify nothing, we walk over his folly and Ali Morad's intrigues. 
and aU the others, giving our own road. " I  have clearly told Ali Morad in my 
letter, that if any of the Ameers fight, or refuse to join you personally or by 
vakeels, their lands shall be forfeited to the (rovernment." 

87. And the motive which induced Sir C. Napier to address the above letter 
to Ali Morad, gives it greater force. Major Outram, when on friendly terms 
with Sir C. Napier, repeatedly warned him against the craft and subtlety of 
Al i  Morad. " It is" (he observed, as early as the 30th October 1842) " the 
interest of Ali l\Iorad to place the other Ameers of Khyrpore at enmity with the 
British Government, as well to gratify revengeful feelings as to secure our support 
to his claims to the principal chieftainship of Upper Scinde on the demi�e 
of Meer Roostum Khan." When he had obtained the latter object, in the manner 
described in my Minute, Sir C. Napier endeavoured to set bounds to his further 
ambition, informing him in the abo\·e letter, that if war ensued he would be no 
gainer ; he would only retain what he already possessed, the rights and h1nds 
belongin� to the Turban ; all i n  excess of that, including, of course, Meer 
Roostum s private estate, would devolve to the British Government as conquerors 
of Scinde. And Lord Ellen borough, in what may be regarded as a vindication • 
of his Scinde policy, and of Sir C. Napier's proceedings, adopted the same view. 
" The charge against Ali Morad would seem to be, that he forced Meer Roostum 
to cede land not so attached (i. e., to the Turban), or that he had without any 
such cession taken possession of the lands of other chiefs, whose interest in 11uch 
land was not dependtut on the Turban, were matters to he inquired into by the 
British Government, upon which, after full inquiry, decision would have been 
gh·en. Sir C. Napier sanctioned the cession by Meer Roostum of the Turban, 
with its accustomed rights, but his sanction went no further ; with whatevt!J' 
passed betweeft Ali Morad and lfeer Roostum, on the occasion of the cession of 
the Turban, Sir C. Napier had nothing to du.'' t 

88. I rejoice 

• Leiter tCI t�e S�ret Co��ittee, dated the !19th Jurie 1843, Supplement to the Scinde Blue 
lJook, �o. 50, bemg bis Lordship s remarks on the notes of conferences between i\lajJt' Outram and 
the Ametra of Upper and Lower Sci ode, from the. 8th to the 1 3th of February 1843, 

t I tieg to refer to para. 61 of this Minute, rooter1ding that aa Meer Roo11tum bad placed himself m 
Ali Morad's power by Sir C. Napier's advice, the latter was bound by every principle of honour auJ 
j1J11tice, to eee that foul play bad not been re1orted to, especially u the ad,ice was given 10 secure 
a political object. 
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88. I rejoice to state, that in consequence of Lord EUenborough and Lord 
Hardioge not concurring in  Sir C. Napier's views, the question of what rights 
Ali Morad acquired under the treaty ceding the Turban, is still an open one, 
for, as I shall now proceed to show, there are the strongest grounds for believing 
that Meer Roostum was not so insane as to disinherit his sons, and reduce his 
family as well as h imself to beggary, by ceding every acre he posses..�d to Ali 
Morad ; but that when the alleged cession of the Turban occurred, he resmed, 
by a separate agreement, his own personal estate, as well as those of the sons of 
the late Mobarick Khan, which agreement has been frdudulently withheld by 
Ali Morad. 

Title Mr. Pringle's 89. It will be in the r�ollection of the Board, that the Commission referred 
Jetter, dated the to Government for instructions, whether their inquiries should be confined II t.o 
5th J\larch 185°, the charge of the fraud in the treaty of N ownaliar, or be extended_ to other matters 

of bad faith on the part of his Highness ; as, for instance, the alleged suppression 
of the private agreement between Meer Roostum and himself, and the inter
ception of the letter from Meer Hoostum, transmitting i t  to Sir C. Napier." In 

Letter dated 13th reply, they were, as I now think, unfortunately informed, that they should not 
March 1850. investigate " any acts of the Ameer which do not directly bear " on the fraud in 

regard to the treaty of Nownahar. I say that this is unfortunate, because, 
I think, had we been aware of the connexion which exists between the several 
frauds committed by Ali Morad, we should have requested the sanction of the 
Most Noble the Go,·ernor-general to the inquiry being extended. 

90, I think, howe,·er, that. the evidence obtained by Mr. Pringle, in his 
capacity of Commissioner, obviates the necessity of a new inquiry, for it is cor
roborated by a very remarkable fact, although all, including Sir C. Napier, 
admit, that when Meer Roostum ceded all his lands (Turban as well as personal) 
to Ali Morad, he stipulated for a liberal maintenance for h imself, family, and 

.See supra, para. 77• dependents ; nevertheless, on reference to the treaty between Meer Roostum and 
Ali Morad, produced by the latter in support of his claim to retain all l\feer 
Roostum's lands, it will be seen that it contains no stipulation for maintenance. 
Now, it may surely be asked, was i t  likely that any man in his sense$ would 
have alJowed so important a part of the arrangement to be unrecorded ? Certainly 
not ; and the absence, therefore, of any stipulation in fa,rour of Meer Roostum 
and his family strongly corroborates the fact, now, I believe, for the first time 
brought to the notice of Government, that two agreements were entered into on 
the 20th December 1842, the one ceding the Turban to Ali Morad, the other 
reserving certain lands and possessions to Meer Roostum, to his sons, and to his 
nephews. The former, however, has alone been produced, and the latter 
suppressed by Ali Morad. 

91 .  On the 28th Januarv last, Mr. Pringlr, with reference to his letter of the 
15th of that month, on tl1e affairs of his Highness Ali Morad, submitted two 
memorandums. The first of these states that Sheikh Ali Hussein, Ali Morad's 
minister, ha,,ing arrived from Mooltan, h ad been examined by the lieutenant of 
police, in the Commissioner's presence, " relative to the fraud in the treaty of 
Nownahar, and the prfrate agreement betwern :Meer Roostum and Ali Morad." 
The second states, that on the night of the 8th January 1 850, an emissary of 
Ali Morad's came to the lieutenant of police (Lieutenant Y ounghusband) with 
a present of gold, to the value of 1 7,000 rupees, which he had placed under seal 
in the Government treasury. Further, that Lieutenant 1.<·arriugton, the officiating 
collector of Shikarpore, reported that on the 7th January Mr. Teasdale, a 
European in  the service of his Highness Ali Morad, came with the offer of 
a present of jewels, to a very large amount, which was declined. " I note these 
circumstances (observed the Commissioner) as indicative of the efforts his 
Highness appears to be making to influence the proceeding� now in progress." 
The man sent with the gold to bribe Lieutenaut Y ounghusband was appre
hended, and in his examination * before the magistrate, acknowledged that the 
object of tht� bribe wus to secure the lieutenant of police's services throughout 
the accusations that Peer Ali Gohnr and others were bringing against his 

Highness ; 

• Vide the examination of Duleh Khan, taken before G. lnverarity, E,q., on the 14th Jaoual')' 
1850, accompaniment tr, ltlr. Pringle's letter of the 15th January, 
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Highness ; when he was seized, his brother was arrested by Ali Morad, with the 
view of intimidating him into a denial of having been sent by his Highne&IS, 
and of inducing him falsely to state that Meer Mahomed Khan had sent the 
bribe. 

92. I must now refer the Board to the documents noticed in the margin. No,. 1 1  and 13 of 
The first of these (No. 11.) fa a Jetter from Sheikh Ali Hussein to Sir Charles the Aprondi� (D.) 
Napier's moonshee, Ali Akbar, dated 25th Zelead 1263 (4 November 1847). '!> the , omimsi 
In this the writer informs the moonshee that he had arrived at Shikarpore on ::t• procee< • 
the 29th October 1 84 7, but that before be left Kurrachee he had written to his 
son, then at Mooltan, directing him to take from his box of papers Meer 
Roostum's letter to Sir Charles Napier and the treaty- given by Meer Ali Morad 
to Meer Roostum. That his i.on, not liking to u·ust the papers to the post, s<:nt 
them by a person named Gholam Hyder. This person reached Shikarpore on 
the 6th No,·ember, and his arrival was reported to Major Goldney, who for-
warded the papers to Captain Brown. Sheikh Ali Hussein then remarks, 
" Both papers are clear proof, because Meer Roosturu, pre·rious to granting the 
treaty to Meer Ali Morad Khan, made Meer Ali .Morad write this treaty, which 
is in the handwriting of Peer Ali Gohur. The seal and ' Buhal 11st ' are from 
Meer Ali Morad'� own hand. The letter from Meer Roostum Khan is in the 
handwriting of Sabr Allee Shah, who was then vakeel to Meer Roostum Khan. 
That letter Meer Roostum sent to his ExceUency the Governor. I am well 
acquainted with the handwl'iting of Sabr Allee Shah, and as to its identity, there 
is not the slightest doubt. You yourself must be well acquainted with his hand-
writing, as he was frequently in the habit of coming to the British on the part 
of Meer Roostum. He is now a soobedar in the Shikarpore Police stationed at 
Gotkee. This treaty was (two written) before me, and in the presence of Meer 
Ali Morad, by Peer Ali Gohur. From these two papers a profit of' five or six 
lacks of rupees yearly will accrue to Government ; that is to say, the country 
north of Roree, and tJ1at belonging to the sons of Meer Roostum Khan." 

93. The second document (No. 12.) is a letter from Sheikh Ali Hussein to 
Captain Brown, dated the 7th November 1847. It is in suLstance nearly the 
same as the one above �iven to the moonshee, aud encloses the original letter 
which Meer Roostum addre�ed to Sir C. Napier, and the treaty which Meer 
Ali Morad entered into witb Meer Roostum. The letter is as follows : 

" From His Highness :Meer Roos/um Khan to His Excellency Sir C. Napier, C�rreaponding 
dated 17th Zilcu<lah 1 258. with the toth 

" After compliments. 
'' I HAVE always been the friend of the Briti5h, and neYer having done evil 

towards them, trust they will not do evil to me. I have now, of my own free 
will and accord, owing to old age antl weaknei-s, made over, in writing, to Meer 
Ali !\forad Khan, the Turban, the whole of my country :md fortresses, on con
dition that be is solely responsible to the British Government for the new treaty, 
and in everything. I am old and weak, without the power ·of conversing with 
the British Government, neither am I able to travel from village to village or 
from mountain to mountnin. I therefore hope, that whatever the Uritish Govern
ment have to say, that it will be with Meer Ali Morad, as I have abdicated in 
his favour the Turban, and given over to him all my country, and the whole 
.arrangement and responsibility of the treaty with the British. As a proviso, I 
ha•.-e caused Meer Ali Morad to give, in wriling, a:1 agreement containing four 
articles, as follows : 1 st. The country north of Roree, according to proclamation, 
I made over to the British i should I now give that to the Meer, the Briti�h 
Government would without doubt he angry and say, • You made o,·er that 
country to us ; why ha,·e you given it to !\Jeer Ali Morad 1 '  2d. The country 
belonging to the sons of �leer Mobarick Khan, fearing that Meer Ali Morad 
Khan might deprive them of it on account of a former enmity. 3d. The country 
belonging to my sons. 4th. My expenses, that of my family, kidnutgars, male 
and female slaves. I am certain that Meer Ali l\forad would not deprive my 
sons of their country, or me of subsistence, since I have done him much kind
ness ; but for the sake of the future, and to ensure my maintenance and the 
restoration of the three countries, I have caused Meer Ali Morad to give me a 
written treaty. Hereafter should Meer Ali Morad, eilher before or after my 
death, make difficulties as to the restoration of the country of my sons, or or 
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the sons of Meer Mobarick  Khan, I trust that the British Government will 
cause Meer Ali Morad to re�tore to them their country, which is their right, aad 
to which �eer_ Ali Morad has no claim. As to the country beyo11d Roree, 
Government will, of course, act as they please. I have enclosed the treaty 
sealed by Meer Ali Morad, and in the handwriting of Peer Ali Gohur. I hope 
that after having perused i t, you will return it to me." 

91. The treaty• above alluded to is as follows : " I, Meer Ali Morad Talpoor, 
requested Meer Roostum Khan, on account of his old age and weakly state, to 
abdicate the Turban in my favour, and give over, in writing, all the country ; 
that I would be responsible in every way to the British Government. The Meer 
consented to abdicate the Turban, and to give over, in writing, the whole country, 
and also the fortresses, but be required that I would agree to four articles ; after 
which he woulti give over to me, in writing, the whole country. These articles 
are as follows : 

" 1st. That the country north of Roree, according to the prnclamation, belongs 
to the British. 

" 2d. The country belonging to the sons of Meer Mobarick Khan. 
" 3d. The country belonging to the sons of Meer Roostum Khan. 
" 4th . My (that is, Meer Roostum's) expen�es. 

" I consented to the above articles, taking upon myself the whole responsibility. 
I do now declare, giving the same in  writing, that if the British Government 
remonstrate with Meer Roostum Khan, and demand why he made over the 
country north of  Roree to Meer Ali Morad, I will be answerable, and satisfy 
the English Government. If they demand the country I will give it up, but I 
will not allow Meer Roostum Khan to suffer one word of annoyance. To the 
sons of Meer Roostum Kh:m, whom I look upon as my own brothers, I will 
restore their jagheers ; I will in no way depart from this. To take one span of 
their land is unlawful. I have no claim whatsoever to their jagheers ; it is their 
right, and their right they shall receive. The country belonging to the sons of 
Meer Mobarick Khan should I not take the B ritish Government will ; I will 
therefore now appro1>riate their country, which I will afterwards make over to 
them. I have no claim whatever on their country ; one single span of their 
country in my possession would be unlawful ; the couutry is their right, and 
their right they shall receive. As for Meer Roostum Khan, his family, ser,·ants, 
male and female slaves, I will provide for all, either in land or i n  money ; 
nothing shal l  be deficient. I will serve him as he wishes. These articles I have 
written out in the form of a treaty, that hereafter they may remain as proof, and 
that no differences may occur. God is my witness. Dated the 16th Zilcadah 
1258. A. D. 19th December 1842. 

" Postscript.-Meer Roostum Khan to retain possession of Khyrpore for life.'' 

'' Dated as above Confirmed '' I Meer Ali I 
• • Morad'■ ■-1. / 

Translated by Captain Harding, 1 1  November 184 7.  

95. It will be observed, that the . above treatv is dated the 19th December· 
1 842, which establishes the fact that Meer Roostum Khan :fi™t took the pre
caution of securing, as he thought, a provision for himself, his sons, and his 
nephews, for the tTeaty ceding the Turban is dated the day after, namely, the 
20th December 1 84-2. The following summary of the evidence obtained by Mr. 
Pringle, establishes, in my opinion, the genuineness of the two documents above 
recited ; and at the same time, the villany resorted to by Meer Ali Morad to 
deceh·e Sir Charles Napier, and to deprive Meer Roostum's sons and nephews 
of their b irthright. 

96. Sahr 

• Appendix (D.), No 15  C. P., is another tranalation with trifling verbal alteration& made by Lieut. 
'leunghlllbaad, Liee�nant of Polic�. 
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96.  Sahr Ali, soobedar of the mounted police of Shikarpore, bnt formerly in the 
service of Meer Roostum Khan, states,• that in December 1 842 he was Meer 
Roostum's vakeel, and was sent to Sukkur with a letter to Sir C. Napier, who 
informed him that Meer Roostum had fled to Dejee Kekote. He immediately 
went to Dejee, and was informed by Meer Roostum (who was crying),  that he 
had ceded the Turban to Meer A li Morad. On the following morning Meer 
Roostum sent off the cession, signed Ly himself, as also the treaty between him 
and Ali Morad� signed by t he latter, " ith an accompanying letter to Sir Charles 
N apier. Deponent heard afterwards that Ali Morad despatched horsemen after 
the cossid conves ing the letter, and brought him back. Thus Ali Morad 
obtained possession of tl1 e papers, but Sheikh Ali H usscin has since informed 
him that he obtained them from Ali M orad . The cession and the treaty were 
both written bv PE'er Ali Gohur. He does not recollect who wrote tlie for
warding letter; but Sheik Ali Hussein has told him be did so. This may be 
the case, for deponent was in the habit of writing Meer Roostum's letters to Sir 
Charles Napier, but there was iilo much confusion at the time, he does not 
recollect it. If  he saw the letter he would certain ly be able to state whether 
it is in his handwriting or not. The original letter is now shown to the witness, 
and he is asked whether it is in his hanc.l writing, and he replies, " Yes, it i@ ; 
this i s  the letter l\Ieer Roostum sent with the cession and treaty to Sir Charles 
Napier." 

97.  Peer Ali Gohur, the writer of the treaty ceding the Turban,. and also of 
the private treaty between Meers Roostum and Ali Morad, gives the fol lowing 
account of a conversation which occurred betweeu the two Ameers at Dejee, at 
time the two engagements were entered into :-

j}Jeer Ali Morad. You are now an old man, and had better give ovet 
go\·erning the country ; your sons are always in  concert with Futteh Mahomtd 
Ghoree, making disturbances. The British Government does not approve of 
this, th<'refore they think that you are unfit to govern , and you will get into a 
scrape through this. 

1\J/eer Roostum. I nod you, Nusseer Khan, and Futteh Mahomed Ghoree, 
will hold a concert together on this matter, aBd !!ettle it. 

M. A . .1.lforad. There is no occasion for any others to be present ; you anal [ 
are quite sufficient. J<'utteh Mahomed Ghoree is a d isturber, and Nusseer 
Khan in this business is a great loser, and therefore will  not agree. 

M. Roostum. What do you SR}' ? The British Government will do noth ing to 
me ; I ha ve committed no crime. 

M. A. Morad. I <lo not know that you have committed any crime, but if 
you do not know what you have done, Futteh Mahomed Ghoree does. But 
1 imagine if yuu cede the chieftainship and the country to me, the government 
wi ll still remain i n  your hands, and I will  be as your child ; and what you have 
to answer for to the British G overnment wil l  e11silv be settled. 

M. Roostum. I see that for two reasons the country will not rema;n in my 
hands. First, because 1 am a decrepit old man ; second, because Futteh 
Mahomed Ghoree and my 1;ous are continually figlitin6·. 

M. A. Morad. That is the case. 
M. Roostum. M ake out a. treaty, and bring it to I l le ; when I have read and 

agreed to it, I will sign and send it. 
Peer Ali Gohur then states, that Meer Ali Morad wrote out a treaty, making 

over to h im all the terri tory belonging to Meer Roostum Khan, Meer .Mobarick 
Khan, the chieftainship, the forts 1-1nrl artillery, and brought it to Meer Roostum  
for signature. Meer Roostum said, " The country from Roree northwards 
I have given to the British Government., and it has been proclainu�d through 
these districts ; that country therefore belongs to the British ; I therefore cannot 
cede that. The lands of :\ leer Mobarick Khan do not be!ong to me, so neither 
can I cede those ; nor can I cede the country belonging to my sons, for they have no 
other li velihood. But l will cede to you my OWI! territories ; you take care of them. 

111. A. Morad. Meer Suhi b, that country north of Roree will never be 
asked aft.er by the British ; if it ii;, I wi ll be answerable ; whate,·er arrangements 
the British Government makes, I will carry it i nto effect. I wil l also make 

arrangements 

• Refore Lieutenut Youngbuabancl, on the 119th December 1849. J'iu No. 1 3, Appendix (D.) of 
Commission's proceedings. 

73. Q Q 4 



31 2 PAPERS RELATING TO THE CHARGE PREFERRED 

arrangements for the continuance in their jagheers of the sons of Meer Mobarick. 
Khan, as also for your own sons, and for your private expenses. I am answer
able ; be satisfied. 

Meer Roostum. Very good ; write a treaty according to this, and I will give 
you the whole country and chi�ftainship. 

The Peer further states that '' Meer AH Mor-ad then wrote out the agreement 
and signed i t. Meer Roostum then wrote the treaty in the Koran, ceding his 
territory to him. After this, Meer Roostum wrote a letter to Major-general Sir 
C. Napier, telling him what he had done, and enclosing the agreement signed 
by Meer Ali Morad. This came to the latter's ears, and he sent a man after 
Meer Roostum's servant, and took the letter from him ; and it was given to
Sheikh Ali Hussein, who now has it. The copy is in my· possession.'' 

98. On the 26th December 1 849,  the private engagement between Meer 
Roostum and Meer Ali Morad was exhibited by Mr. Pringle to Peer Ali Gohur, 
and he was asked whether he recognised i t. and he replied, " Yes, it is in my 
handwriting, and was written when Meer Roost.um ceded the Turban to l\feer 
Ali Morad." On the 9th January 1850,  Sheikh Ali Hussein was likewise 
examined by Mr. Pringle on the same subject, and as his e,·ideoce unveils the
real nature of thti transaction, I will transcribe it i n  e.1:tenso. 

Question by the Commissioner. 
1 .  Did you give any statement of Sir  

C. Napier regard ing the transfer of the Tur
ban by Meer Roos tum ? 

2. Did you give any papers to Sir C. Na
pier regarding this subjl'cl ? 

3. Do you reco3nise the two papers here 
shown to JOU ? 

4. Do you recognise these paJ><'rs also ? 

5. How did these p:1pers come into your 
possession ? 

6. Do yon know what m essengers Meer 
Roostum sent with the letter ? 

7. Who were pre�ent  when the agreement 
between Meer Roostum and Meer Ali Morad 
was executed ? 

8. Did you ever make these circumstanC'es 
known to the British authorities before your 
communication to Sir C. Napier oa the sub
ject ? 

A,mcer blJ Depone11t. 
1 .  Y cs ; I gave a statement at the same 

time as I did the or.e regarding the trea1y of 
Nownahar. 

2. Not at that time, for tl1ey were at 
Mooltan ; but I got them down, and sent 
them to M9.jor Goldney, who forwarded them 
tu Kurrachee. 

3. Yes, I reco,!!nise them ; they are the 
letters I addressed to Captain Brown aud 
Moonshee Ali Ukhbar on the suhjecr. 

N. B.-The:se papers are marked (E.) and 
(F.) 

4. Yes, one is the letter from Meer 
Roostum Khan to Sir Charles Napier, and. 
the other the private agreemPnt between 
Meer Ali Morad and Meer Roo,tum. re
gard ing the cession of the Turban. These 
are the orh?:inal pc1pers referred to above. 

N.B.-They are m:irked (G.) and (H.) 

6. Meer Ali Morad gave them to me to
put by when I was in  his full confidence. 

6, No, I do not. 

'7. Peer Ali Gohur, Shabur Ali Shah, Shere
Siog, an-i several other people. 

8. No, I did not, because I was desirous. 
first to ascertain how the d istrict of Meer
poor and Mahtela would he disposed of. 
I wrote one petition to Lord Hardiog;e when. 
I wa.� at Mooltan, aft<'r my q uarrel with 
the Meer, subsequent to the Truckee cam-
faign. I wrote in general, thus, saying 

would give valuable information to the 
amount of IO lacks of rupees, but did not 
particu larise until n ow that inquiries are 
bt:ing in11tituted. 

99. From the above it will be observed, that the proof of this atrocious fraud, 
the interception in the first. instance, and the suppression afterwards, of the 
private treaty between Meers Roostum and Ali Mor�d ,  chiefly depends on tl�e-

. evidence of the same two persons who proved tl ie Nownahar forgery. But it 

is supported mo�t materially by the independent testimony of t.he soobedar of 
police, a�inst whom no charge of enmity against Ali Morad exists. I t  is further 

corrobor:ted by the strong presumption which exists in favour of the truth of t.he 
story ; 
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story ; from the absence of all mention in the treaty which Ali Morad has 
produced, of the maintenance of which it is admitted he  engaged, when the 
Turban was ceded, to provide for Meer Roostum and his family. lt may also be 
observed, that if the present charge originates in a conspiracy against his High .. 
nes.5 by his ex-minister and the Peer, why should the former have gone through 
the farce of sending to Mooltan for the papers ? Why should they have not 
fabricated the letter from Meer Roostum and the private treaty on the spot, and 
supported them by producing (which would have been easy) false evidence to 
prove that these documents we1·e intercepted by . Meer Ali Morad. Although, 
therefore, as l have already stated, I regret that the Commissioners' inqu iry was 
not extended to this additional charge, I see no reason for discrediting the 
evidence obtained by Mr. Pringle ; and coupled with the facts proved in  regard 
to the Nownahar treaty, and referring to the impudent attempt of Ali Morad to 
bribe Lieutenants Younghusbaad and Farrington, l have no hesitation in record
ing my 'belief, that the documents produced by Sheikh .1\l i  Hussein arP. genuine, 
and the charge of having fraudulently imposed on Sir C. Napier, and depriving 
Meer Roostum and his sons of their paternal estates, i s  fully proved. 

1 00. I t  follows, therefore, that Meer Al i  Morad has no claim whatever, either 
to those estates, or to the lands he claims to the north of Roree. They belong 
either to the British Government, or, as I hope, wil l  be restored to Meer Roostum's 
sons ; whether, on the supposition that they are restored, they shall be granted 
hereditarily, or for life only, or w hether, when conferred, they shall be subjected 
to a moderate tribute or quit rent, I shall leave to the j udgment of my supe• 
riors. I do-not advocate that the Arueers should be restored to the sovereign 
powers, this would be beneficial neither to themselves nor to the people of Scinde ; 
but I would create them Jageerdars of the first clas!:I, and subject them to the 
same rules, as far as they can be applied in defining their relations to Govern
ment, as the Sirdars of the Deccan and the Jagheerdars in the Southern Mah
ratta country are subjected to. 

101 . I have asserted that the posteri;:y of Meer Roostum have peculiar claims 
on the generosity of the British Government, not only in consideration of the 
many acts of friendship which that ill-used chief evinced towards us at a period 
when his friendsh ip  was thought worth courting, but li kewise for their own per
sonal conduct since they were ejected from Scinde. It is not from want of suita
ble opportunity that they have not joined the enemies of those whom they must 
regard as the oppressors of their race and family. Nevertheless, not one among 
them has become the avenger of their wrongs ; a strong argument in favour of 
those who maintain that the Ameers of Scinde were coerced into hostility. We 
have had to undP.rgo the severest trial perhaps to which we have been subjected 
since we landed in India as commercial ad"·enturers ; but in neither of the Pun
jaub wars did a single prince of Scinde draw the sword against us, although he 
who suffered most was, at  the time of  the second and greatest struggle, a 
refugee at Mooltan, the focus of that rebellion, which arrayed the Sikh nation 
against us, and which required all our energies to subdue. I say therefore that 
the peaceful and submissive conduct of these princes in adversity, and during a 
period of turmoil and strife, is the best guarantee we can have that they wi ll 
remain so after their condition has been ameliorated in the manner I sugge&t. 

102. In regard to the claim they possess in consequence of Meer Roostum's 
friendly conduct, I must be very brief. \Vhen it  was resolved to invade Afgha
nistan for the purpose of replacing Shah Shooja on the throne of Cabool, i t  
became an obj ect of  Imperial policy to  enter into a close alliance with the Ameers 
of Upper Scinde. Fur this purpose the late Sir A. Burnes was deputed to Khyr
pore, and, as is well known, obtained from Meer Roosturn everything that it was 
thought expedient to demand, including even permission to occupy temporarily 
the important fortress of Bukkur, and the abolition in t he Khyrpore territory of 
the levy of all tolls on the Indus. The following extracts from the correspond
ence of the day will show how much importance was attached to these conces
sions by the then Governor-general, Lord Auckland, and also the opposition 
Meer Roos tum experienced from his family when complying with the requisitions 
of the British Government : " The Governor-general has received with much 
pleasure the account contained in your letter, of the professions of friendly feel
ing which have been made to you by the Meer of Khyrpore ; for his Lordship 

73. R R  considers 
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Scinde Blue Book, eonsiders it to be of much importanr.e that the goorl offices and the cordial good 
No. 15· feeling of that chief should be conciliated, as well with a view to the approaching 

operations of our armies, as for the facility which may thereby be required for 
the navigation of the Indus. It would he of great and important convenience 
to the army, if the temporary occupation of Bukkur could b'.! obtained for our own 
magazines and hospitRls ; and Captain Burnes has been directed to use his best 
endeavours to facilitate this object." Again, " The Governor-general, as you are Secretary with h · h · f B Governor-general aware, attac es great importance to t e poc;sess1on o ukkur, and you wi ll prir 

to Lieut.-colonel bably be able to a;.certain from Meer Roostum Khan how far he would be wil
A. Burnes, dated ling 'to permit us to occupy it. Herewith you will receive a document under the 
6th September seal and signature of the Go\'ernor-�eneral, certifying that our desire is only for 
:;.8;t B. B., the temporary occupation of that fortress, which you are authorized to produce 
G I should occasion require it." Again, " The devotion to British interests expressed 

overnur-genera b h A f Kl d . e<l b M , bd Kh h' to the Secret Com- y t e meer o 1yrpore, an, evmc y eer �o ar an, are at t 1s 
mitt.:e, dated 114th juncture important. The important point of obtaining temporary possession of 
September 1838, the fortress of Bukkur is, in the despatch to the Residt-nt in Scinde, merely inci
s. B. B., No. 9o; dentally alluded to." The favourable temper of that chief (Meer Roostum Khan) ,ee alsoNoa.98 and h b I d d 1 · . 1· C . u I i. • d l 30 of the same _as een a rea .Y note_ ; t 11s fee _mg apt�m u�rnes 1as ueen . mstructe to cu -
compilation. m·ate, and for 1ts mamtenance, m connexion with the great importance of the 

temporary cession of Bukkur, Lieutenant-colonel (now become Sir A.) Burnes 
8• B. B., No. 34- arrived at Khyrpore on the 18th October 1838 ; and on the 26th of that month 

he reported that Meer Roostum had voluntarily placed in his hands a letter he 
uad received from Meer Noor '.\lahomed of Hyderabad, hostile to the British 
Government, observing, " With such adherence I feel quite at a loss to know bow 
we can either ask money or any favour from this family. I have never doubted 
their sincere disposition to clin9, to us, but in their weak state I did not expect 

1 d N 6 1 such firmness in the day of trial. ' " As respects Bukkur ( observed the Governor-
!'sir tB��n':r general), " it would be required by this Government as a dep6t for treasure and 

• ammunition during the war only ; and it would be advisable that this fact should be 
carefully impressed upon the Arneers, when reference is made t.o the question of our 
occupancy of it." The accomplishment oft.he great object of obtaining the fort was 

Ibid N thus reported by Sir A. Burnes : " It is with the highest satisfaction that I inform 
Ieu:r l;·;�!�tary th� �o,·ernor-general of India, that the fortress of Bukkur has been ced,�d to the 
with the Governor- Bnt1�h Government on the terms proposed, and that Meer Roostum Klian has 
general, i5th De- placed himself and his country under its protection. I !Jave had a task of delicacy, 
cember 1 838• difficult.y, and even danger; but :\Jeer Roostum Khan has shown in the day of trial, 

For this and Sir 
A. Bumes'a letter, 
ue S. B. B., Nos. 
105 and I o6, and 
108 and 1 18. 

what he professed at all times, that he was the sincere and devoted friend of the 
British naLion." So oflensive was this to the aged Ameer's family, that in  the 
treaty concluded with the Khyrpore state, the cession of the fort was made in a 
separate article ; for, as the Ameer observed, " it was the heart of his country, 
his honour was centred in keeping it, his family and children would have oo 
confidence if it were given up ; " and, again, " the Ameer (Roostum) stated at 
full length his declarations of devotion. He said, that in giving up Bukkur to 
the British, he had to encounter great disgrace ; that his tribe and his family 
were alike opposed to it ; but that he was an old man with but few years to live, 
and it was to save his children and his tribe from ruin that he had years ago
resolved on allying himseif to us ; that other invaders of India might be resisttd, 
but i f  one of our armies were swept away, we could send another, and that sucb 
power induced him alike to fear and rely upon us ; that be was himself hence
forward the submissive and obedient servant of the British, and hoped I would 
avert all injury befalling him, and tell him without hesitation what he could do 

� B n N to please us." The keys of the fortress were delivered to Sir A. Burnes on 30th "'· • u,, o. 133. 
January 1 839, and possession taken of it on the same day. And a few days 

lhid, No. 150. afterwards, that officer observed, '' It is not'. for the temporary cession of Bukknr 
that I ha,·e ventured to solicit his Lordship's indulgence to the Khyrpore chief, 
but for his steady aud faithful conduct under trJing difficulties, the last of which. 
was the granting of a road to Hyderabad ; and I only echo the voice of all the 
Scindians, when I record that to the cession of Bukkur and the demonstratiou of 
the army of the Indus, we owe the rapid adjustment of affairs at H yJerabad, and 
the happy result of our now being enabled to carry into effect the highly impor
tant operations of the Governor-general to the west." For proof that Lord 
Auckland estimated very highly the value of the concession by Meer Roostom, l 

Ibid, Nos. 158, beg to refer to the documents noted in the margin. His Lordship accept.ed it l,ona 
166, 111i 167. foie u a loan, and regarded it as such as long as he governed India ; on one oc�-

�oo, 
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l!ion observing : " Sir James Camac has recommended the permeneot retention Ibid, No. u6, 
of Bukkur in  our hands ; but it will be remembered, that we are under a special Minute by Lord 
engagement to restore Bukkur to the Khyrpore Ameers, and that we have no abso- :hc�aorl, 

8
dated 

lute right under treaty to �tation our troops within the Khyrpore limits." What t ec. 1 39· 
must ha,·e been the surprise of the�e :\meers, when, under the succeeding adminis-
tration, the political authorities in Scinde were directed to negotiate for the perma- Ibid, No 334, 
nent ctssion of the Island of Bukkur aml the town ofSukkur, with such an ample Lord El,Ie?
arrondissement as mav give every facility for the maintenance of a good �-orough 8 mafru�: 

l. · h "  h � d � h � · · · l bl" h .iona to the Poht1-po 1ce wit 10 t e town , an 1or t e 1ormat10n ot commerc1a  esta 1s ments cal Agentin Scinde. 
therein," with the avowed object of " converting the Island of Bukkur into a 2•id May 184!Z. 
citadel and anenal of the town of Sukkur, and making it easily defensible by 
a small force. linally, when we recollect that the cession of the fortress anci 
neighbouring islets w11s ultimately enforced by the treaty imposed upon the 
Khyrpore state, as a penalty for certain alleged breaches of the former treaty, 
charged agairn;t Meer Roostum, but which he denied, though he was ne,·er alloweLI 
the opportunity of pruving his innocence, it must be admitted that here there 
is m uch reasonable ground for recrimination against the British Government, 
and this constitutes an additional reason wh�· we should look with an eye of 
compassion on his descendants." But besides the cession of Bukkur, Meer 
Roostu� about the same time strengthened bis claims to the farnur and justice of 
the British Government, by consenting " for e\·er to renounce all right to toll on Ibid, No. 12a, Letter 
the Indus throughout his territories ·" a �acrifice on his part which was at the from S,r A. Bu':'es tu ' • • the Se<:relary with the 
time highly appreciated by Lord Auckland, who mformed S1r A. Burnes, that Govemor-g,neral, 16th 

the " result of his well conducted negotiations is i t8elf a matter of much 1
;6°�da,yN

1
"
39

1•  n . h . ffi h I d d f . "6 ,L, I , o. 4"• importance to t e growmg tra c on t e n us, an a source o smcere grat1 ca- lleply to ditto, 
tion to the Governor-general." I am sure that with all riglit-mindeJ and honour- 7th February 1839� 
able men, 1 have fully justified my opinion, that the descendants of the man 
who, in difficult and troublous times, performed the aLove important, and many 
other minor Eervices for the British Go,·emment, have a right to expect justice 
and favour at our hands. But if auy one still entdtains a doubt on this point, 
let him peruse the following letter, which was addres8ed to Meer Roostum by Ibid N , o. 1 30. 
lord Auckland, the representative of Her Majesty and the Honour-able East 
India Company, and let him reflect that in less than four years afterwards, the 
man i;o addressed was violently dethroned, exiled, and his family utterly ruined ; 
and what must be the effects on our national character, i r  we permit his innocent 
posterity to pine in want and poverty, and to continue dependant on the bounty 
of the crafty chief who was mainly i nstrumental in bringing about such a 
sad reverse of fortune." 

" The Governor-general to Meer Roostum Khan, of Khyrpore. 

" The judicious mediation of your friend, Sir A. Burnes, the highly esteemed 
and able agent of my Government, now with you, has, by the blessing of God, 
brought about the establishing of our mutual good undt!rstanding by treaty on 
a firm and lasting basil!. 

" The support afforded to you bv the guarantee of the British Government 
will, I am a�sured, prove a source of future strength, and, if it be God's will, of 
continued prosperity to your country, and I am glad to acknowledge the advan
tages which I hope to derive frl)m your alliance and support in the warlike 
operations which I am about to undertake. 

" Having entered into a treaty with your Highness in all honesty anJ goo<l 
faith, l should be sorry to find any part of the written agreement bt-twee11 us 
so worded as to leave either your successor or mine under the supposition that 
we concluded our compact in the spirit, on the one side or the other, of anythiug 
like jealousy or distrust .. 

'' The mention, however, nf a previous w 1 i tten agreement in every instauce, 
as to the temporary charncter of the occasional occupation of Scinde by the 
Inglish, is calculated to convey this unpleasant idea. 

" I have, therPfore, struck. it out, and in place of inserting a sentence which 
casts a doubt on the sincerity of our intentions, l add1·ess you this friendly letter 
as a . lasting assurance of the plain meaning and purpose of the words of the 
separate article ; viz., tliat the British sliall ava i l  themselves of the fort of 
Bukkur, the citadel of their al ly, the Met'f of Khyrpore, only duririg actual war, 
and periods of preparing �or war l ike the present. 

73. R R 2  " I  trust 
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" I trust that this mode of rea86uring your Highness will have the •double 
effect of setting your mind at ease, and of putting you in possession of a written 
tP.Stimony to my intentions, such as may remain among your records in pledge of 
the sincerity of the British Goiemmeot." 

" Camp, Bhagpoorana, 1o · January 1839." 

Supra, p. !llt. 103. I have observed also, that Meer Roostum's posterity have peculiar 
claims on the British Government, in consequence of the nature of our con
nexion with Scinde, from the commencement up to it.i final conquest and 
antention to the British Empire. It was at first my inteution to have endea
voured to have given a rapi:i sketch of the origin and nature of our connexion 
with that province, and the transactions in which it has invoked us from the 
�egiuning up to the overthrow of the Talpoor dynasty, so injurious, in my 
opinion, to our national reputation for honour and good faith. For such a sketch, 
the controversy which occurred immediately after the conquest, between Sir C. 
Napier and Major Outram ; the debates in  Parliament and the Court of Pro
prietors ; the papers relating to Scinde, published by the order of Parliament; 
and other sources of information open to me, afford ample and authentic 
materials. But I have already trespassed at such length on tLe Board's attention, 
and time presses so much, that I find I11yself obliged to relinquish this design. 
I do so, however, w ith much regret, because I am satisfied that a summary of 
this kind would greatly strengthen my argument, that it is only consistent wit.b 
justice and policy th11t the condition of the surviving Ameers of Scinde, not 
only of those at l iberty, but li.kewise of those in exile at Poona aud .Calcutt.a, 
should be ameliorated by every means in our power, compatiule with the main
tenance of the public peace. In such a sketch I should have shown that our 

Scinde Blue Book, earliest treaties with Scinde (those of 1809 and 1 820) were me1·ely treaties of 
Nos. 1 and ii. friendship, stipulating for the exclusion of foreigners ; that we next appeared 

as suppliants for commercial privileges ; that the first rulers of Scinde adopted 
the sagaciou� policy of repelling our proflered friendship, and all our advances 
for the formation of a closer alliance ; and that when their successors d�parted 
from that policy, they did so with melancholy forebodings• of the results which 
have actually occurred. I should have shown that the " meteor flag" of England. 
the emblem, generally speaking, of advancing civilization, justice, and good 
faith, was first unfurled on the waters of the Indus by means of a not very 
dignified ruse ; that from this time forward, we forced on the Ameers of Scinde 
treaties i n  rapid succession, each more unpalatable and stringent than its pre· 

Dated -4th April, cursor ; that by the treaties of 1832 with Khyrpoor and Hyderabad, an<l the 
�0th Ap�I. and one of 1 834, we obtained commercial privileges and the opening of the Indus, 
:i2d Ap

d
n
D
J 183i

be

, on condition that no armed vessels or military stores should l,e conveyed by that mid !l3 ecem r . h " .,.. . h . d '  f h 11' b . d 1 8.14. Vidr Scinde nver,-t e ."1.meers, moreover, mam,estmg t e1r 1strust o t e a  1ance ymtro uc-
Hl�c Book, Noa. 3, ing the humiliating stipulation, that " the two contracting powers mutually uind 
4, 5, and 6. themseh·es, from generation to generation, never to look with the eye of covetous
Se,· Correspond- ness on the posse�s10ns of each other ;" that in 1 8381 our necessities, in consequence 
cnce in �cinde of the invasion of Afghanistan, compelled us, at the expense of good faith, contrary 
Blue Book of thia to the treaty of the 20th April 1832, to force a passage and make Scinde a h ighway per iod. " · I d h ior our armies, which, as m1g 1t have ueen expecte , very nearly anticipated t e 

subsequent war in  1842-4:3; that in the following year we compelledt the Ameers 
to conclude another treaty, imposing a suhsidial'y force and tribute, and abolishing 

. without compensation the levy of tolls on the river Indus ; that during the 
,c;�e notc�t lhe end three years that succe1•ded the treaty of 1 839, " Al l  the authorities unite in 
01  pan1. u�. praising the conduct of the Scinde chieftains. Throughout that eventful period, 

which was characterised liy disasters unparalleled in our Indian annals, the 
Ameers remained faithful to their engagements at a season when, if they had · nourished 

• Noor Mahomed broke ont into a passionnte exclamntion at the evil� that had alw.11ly resulted 
from tlie British connexion : " We ought (he ,aid) ne\'er �o have; gran�ed a road through our terri• 
tories ; 1hat i,as my act alone; all the Beloocheea predicted what would hlppen; this is the conse
quence of friemlshi1,.'' -Lieutenant 1'.:astwick'11 letter to the lle�ident io Scinde, dated !l6tb JallWlry 
183!i, Scinde Blue Book, No. ! 43. ·Ste also the last para. of Colonel Pottingc.!r'11 letter to the 
Governor-general. dated 7th March 1 839.-Scinde Blue Book, No. 174. 

t Ste C•mespo11de111·e in Scinde Blue Book of this period, ancl in particular the drafc ,reat7 
propoietl by Colonel Pottinger, of!l3 Articles, No. 133 ; Lord Auckland'• remarks thereon, with � 
amended draft treaty, N01. 1 ;6 and 177. 
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• nourished any hostile designs, they might have cut off all support to our troops 
to the north-west, and placed in jeopardy the very existence of the British force 
in Candahar." I should have also shown that the war in Scinde and ultimate 
ruin of the Talpoor dynasty was chiefly occasioned by an unwise departure• from 
a fundamental rule of our administration of India, viz., that the functions of 
war and peace should not be vested in the same person. At a period of great 
difficulty, and on the eve of complicated negotiations, when various charges <'f 
bre1:1ch of treaty had been preferred against the ArneP.rs, requiring careful, 
patient, and impartial inquiry, the Political+ Department in Scinde, composed 
of men well known to the Arneers of Scinde, and disposed to treat them with 
respect and forbearance, was abruptly abolished. The machinery, by which the 
interr.onrse between the two Stateg had heretofore been carried on, "·as suddenlv 
swept away, and the conduct of our affairs in Scinde was entrusted, without 
check or control, to a distinguished military commander, who, although of 
eminent hut eccentric genius, untiring zeal, and determined energy, priding 
himself on never swerving from the right ha.ml or to the left in the accomplish
ment of nny object he had in view, was, from his ignorance of the language, 
manners and customs of the people with whom he now for the first time came 
in contact, and his inexperience of native character and the intrigues which 
alwayi;, more or less, prevail  at Asiatic courts, but ill fitted to exercise the 
unlimited powers entrusted to h im, and who, indeed, himself proclaimed this 
fact, when, only 1 2  days aftert his arrival at Sukkur, he informe<l the Governor
general that " only a fai r  pre.text was wanted to coerce the Ameers ;" and when, 
shortly afterwards, he observed § to Major Outram, the intrigues f>f these people 
arc ve1·y silly, and l ike a tangled skein of thread ; we can cut the Gordian Knot, 
as Alexander did ; we arc too strong-to-take- the- trouble to-unt1e_fr_---Itrust-T 
sha l l  not be mistake1 1  rn these n•niarks. I am no advocate for the-interference 
of the civi lian with the mi li tary commander after war has commenced , or for the' 
revival of that absurd syst_em adop!ed by the Dutch in a bygone age, i n  sending 
deputief; to the head quarters of Marlborough to control and thwart the opera
tions of thnt great commander. Al l  I contend for is, that not one in a million 
can with safety be intrusted with the combined functions of peace and · war, with 
the power to determine when the sword shall be drawn and to apply it afterwards. 
The ablest men are often, unknown to themselves, influenced by ambition, thirst 
for fame, military honours and d istinctions ; by the desi re to acquire wealth ;. 
by ignorance, prej udice, and contempt of those beneath them, and of those 
whom the Chinese term '' out:;ide barbarians ; " or, it may be, by the desire, 
laudable in itself, to amend what, according to their ideas, seems amiss i n  the 
laws and institutions of foreign governments. It is unwise to emancipate from 
all control these, some of them, the strongest passions of mankind, and the 
line of demarcation is perfectly clear to any one of the slightest expe1ience. 

The 

• By a General OrJer, dated �4th October 1 84�, the Governor-general directed that the functions 
and allowances of all officerd holding political a11poin1ments in Scinde and Beeloochistau, and on the 
right bank of the Upper Indus, and of all persons compoaing their several establishment's, shall cease 
on the 1 5th November. The effect of this order was to Ye�t Sir C. Napier with full power to deter. 
mine whe-n peace should end and war commence. 

t Nqtuillg was more calculated to create mistrust and 11uepicion in the minds of the Ameers than 
this measure. They were in a feverish state of anxiety as to our intentions, in con�equence of the 
arrival of llrigadier England's force from Candahar and Prince Timoor. Liem. My Inc, in his Dige.st 
of Intelligence at the commencement of No-Yember, uotes, - "  The Ameers continue much agitated 
regarding the lorce at Sukkur, and Meer Khan _is about to leave for Khyrpore to enJeavour to 
ascertain the object of a;o large an auemblage of troops.'' Major Outram, in his very last Digest, 
notes, 11 The daily int�ligence he had received during the past week, as dif playing the teailper of 
the chiefs under tha alaum caused by the suspicious appearance uf 1hc troops delaying here ; all 
their mensures und prrparntio11f, however, are defensive merely, auJ will lead to nothing offenaiver 
I think." Lieutenant Brown also, in his Digest of the 1 3th November, notes, " The Ameers are 
wheUy at a 1088 to comprehend the re11111n of the withdrawal of the agency of Scir.de and Ueelooch• 
istan, as announced to them by Major Outram, aml look upon it as preparatory to their country 
being abandoned to the pleasure of the Afghau triues. During tbe pa:it week, each day bas brought 
a me1sage from one or other of the Amecrll, btgging that aome oue might be permitted to remain at 
Hyderabad in II pol itical capacity.'' 

l " Observations by Sir C. Napier upon the occupation cf Scinde, dated the 1 7th October 1 8,p:. " 
-Sciude Blue Book, No. 399, 

§ LetLer dated g3d January 1843, Supplement to Seincle Bl&Je llook, No. 3i ; the. worda under
lined, liowever, being gaiiued. 
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The man of peace should, in the first installce, have the freest scope iu bis 
endeavours to avert the terrible alternative of war, and it should be his province 
to pronounce when those efforts have failed. The military commander's work 
then commences, and he shQuld have equally free scope, without interference, t.o 
conduct the war to a successful termination. It iij to the neglect of these gene
raUy recognised principles that I chiefly attribute our misfortunt:s in Scinde. 
But I should have �1so shown that Sir Charles Napier was, on hit; arrival in 
Scinde: received with every demonstration of a ttention and respect by the 
Ameers of Hyderabad an<l Khyrpoor ; that an " old Indian" would have con
sidered it h is dutv to have <liscussed with the Ameers the various matters of 
misunderstanding which had arisen between the two Governments, tu have 
reasoned with them, and, at all events, to have heard what they had to say in 
self-defence, and against the demands made upou them. lndtead of this, re
maining only two days at Hyderabad, he left with the officer in charge a memo
randum to be delivered after his departure, cutting the Gor<lian Knot of diffi
culty by authoritati vely deciding, according to his own interpretation, seyeral 
articles of the treaty then existing, upon which a difference of opinion might 
very well arise. That after his arrival at Sukkur, a series of the most arbitrctry 
m easures were adopted by Sir C. Napier against the Ameeri!, more especially 
the summary confiscat,on under a proclamation of territory yielding au annual 
revenue of six lacks of rupees. That Sir Charles Napier even d id uot concur t 
in this severe measure, and that there is too much reason to fear that Lord 
Ellenborough h imself was not aware of the extent of the penalty imposed by 
his orders on the A meers of Khyrpore, for Major Outram pointed out that his 
Lordship had originally specified that Subzulkote and Bhoongbarra only were to 
be forfeited, and therefore that i t  must be from mistake that the w hole country, 
from Subzulkote to Roree, was afterwards ordered to be confiscated. Major 
Outram therefore suggested that the p1Jint should be referred t to tl ae  Governor-

general, 

• In the Scinde Dige11t of Intelligence for the 25th �eptember 1 842, it is nbted, " At aa early hoar 
thia morning deputation• from the Ameers, composed of their most reapectable Sirdan, �a to 
arrive at the Ageni:-y to wait on Sir C. Napier, and a hundred trays of sweetmeats werP presented in 
the evening ; a palanc1uin of !\late and several of the Ameers' favourite riding camels were sent for 
the p11rpose of cunvey1ng the Major-general and his staff to the Durbar ; we were met at some dis
t an�e from th� town by a deputation consisting of the relations and principal Sirdars of the Ameen, 
aod a little further on by the aons of Meer Sobdar and Nusseer Khan. The reception waa with 
every mark of cordiality and friendship, and with every assurance of i nviolable attach ment to the 
British Government. Their Highnesses were very handsomely apparelled, and the Durbars were 
crowded with a number of wel l -dressed attendants. Sir C. Napier desired me (Lieutenant Mylne) 
to expre�• to their Highnesses the grat ificatton be experienced from the Yery flattering DIIIIIIU!I in 
which he had been received, and tllat this mark of their frien<lsilip for the British Governmeat 
could not fail to meet the approv11l of the Governor-general, to whom he would report it." In lii.e 
manner the l1pper Scinde Dige,t, of the 5th October, records, " Khyr Mahomed, son of the 
mir,ister, Futteh Mahomed Ghoree, was deputed by Meer Ro;1stum Khan to wait upon Sir C. 
Napier, and i nquire after his health.'' On the 10th October a second deputation from Kbyrpoor 
waited on the Major-general, consisting of Meer Ali Buksh Khan, younger son of  Meer Roostum 
Khn, Meer Wullie Mahomed Khan, younger brother of Meer Nusseer Khan, and the minister, 
Futteh Mahomed Ghoree. The chief topic of conversation was the great friendship the Ameen had 
r.,r the Briti�h Government. We find al!'D that 'these hos.tile chief-J were amusing themselves at thia 
period by firing salutes in honour of the victories gained by Major-general Pollotk i n  China. Ott 
the 8th October it i11 noted, " _,\ salute was tired from the ffort of Hyderabad, inhonour or Ytctoriet 
gained by Major-gen�rak Pollock an,I Nott, and our success i n  China, ' and the Ameen allured 
Lieutenant Mylne, that i n  everything they feel the tnterests of the two to be interwoYen.' ·• On ,he 
'1 1  st Oi:-tober 4'1 guns were fired in honour of our victories in  China io.t Khyrpore. 

t This appears from �ir C. Napier's letrer to Major Outram, dated the 28th January 18+3, 
endo!led in  one to the GoYemor-general, of the 16th August t 843 : " I so far agree with you that 
I 8hould prefer the plan I proposed to Lord Ellenborough. I object, bnc have net objected to the 
donation to Bbawulpore. I should prefer the simple exchange I proposed of tribute against land, 
hut am wholly unauthorized to object to orders issued by such high authority, surrounded by the 
sources of nll Indian information. Had Lord J.-:l lenborough asked me, I 1hould have stated my 
opinion again, for my proposal was a clear and dPliberate expoirition of my opmioo i n  the lir&& 
ini,,tance. The drnll: treaty I therefore consider as his 1.Mdship's cool determination. I ha\"e only 
to execute my orders to the bt'St of my abili ties." 

t The oversight was pointed out in N oYember 1 84t, but unfortunately no refenmce wa, made 
antil tht: 30th Janu11ry 1 843, and his Lordship, on the gth February, promptly rei>l icd, '' Ifyo• 
should ht! of opinion that the ces�ion originally demanded presses too heavily on the Ameers, I shall 
be glad tll receive any �uggei:tions you may wish to olf'er for its modification... 't'his exprecsioa of 
the Gover1 1or-g�neral'11 readiness to rectify a grievous error, arrived too la.Le ; the battle of 
Meeanee had been fought. Vide Scinde Blue Book, Nos. 479 and 480. lo a letter to ::lir C. 
Napier, dated the 1 0th September, Lord Ellenb,,rough " admits the value of the tract in question � 
much larger than had been supposed." 
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general, under the impression that his Lordship had erroneously concluded 
that Subzulkote and Bhoongharra extended · to Roree, whereas in fact they in
cluded only about one-quarter of t l 1at extent. I should further ha,•e sh01rn that 
the treaty • dictated to the Ameers, by ordn of the Governor-general, was most un
just and arbitrary, and could only be justified by the supposition that the charges 
egainstt.he Ameers had been fully proved, whereas they were denied,and no oppor• 
tunity of rebutting them had been afforded, though there are strong grounds for 
believing that many of them were fabricated by Ali Moorad to effect Meer Roi),-. 
tum 's ruin. ,: A careful and deliberate inquiry ought to have preceded any strin
gent measures. The various car..es of infraction of treaty ought to ha,•e been bron .!!ht 
to the notire of t he Ameers. If no satisfactory explanation was afforded the 
Ameers ought to have been distinctly warned, the innocent separated from the 
guilty, and then, if any one persisted in  breaking his engagements, we should 
have been justified in exacting the penalty. Charges are not crimes : proof is 
requi11ite. The Ameers ought to have had the opportunity of answering these 
chargc's." I should also have shown the gross injustice of the attack and See note at the enc: 
destruction, without any previous declaration of war, t or any overt act of of para fr.I. 
hostility on the part of the Arneers, of the fortress of Emamghur, and han· 
exposed the fal lacy of the explanation by which that hostile act on our part 
has been defended, namely, that all forts in Scinde belon:!ed to the Rais or 
Sovereign , and that Ali Morad, being Rais, and having girnn his sanction ro 
the measure, the fort was destroyed accordingly ; for, if all forts in Seinde apper-
tained to the Turhan, how did it happen that Deje Ke Kote, the strongest fort in 
that province, and other fortlets, were in the undista.rbed an<l undisputed posse�-
sion of Ali Morad before he became Rais, and as a part of his patrimonial inhe-
ritance. This fort, in fact, was the property of Meer Mahorned Khan, the head of 
a separate branch of the Talpoor family, who never injured us in word or deed, all(! 
the arch traitor Ali Moorad must have laughed in his sleeve when the British 
general sought his permission to blow up the fort, and when lie replied, "As far as 
the value of the property goes, I am quite i ndifferent, and I fully concur with yon 
in  the reasons which make it necessary ta destroy it ; therefore, considering me 
joyfully willing, Ly all means blow up the fort, and consider mP. your well-wisher." 
I should ha\'e shown that all these arbitrary and unjust measures were ac!opted 
without. any previous act of decided hostility ; that they were carried out with 
the most harsh and unbending rigour, and that the Ameers were addressed in a 
style of hauteur and menace never before adopted towards sovereign princes. 

Supplement to 
S. B. B., Nos. 1 8  
am! 1 9. 

Take this as a sample. In forwarding the draft of a new treaty, dictated by 
Lord Ellenhorough, Sir Charles Napier informed the Amee1 s, " In obedience tu J .etter datul 
the commands of the Governor-general of India, l shall proceed to occuµy Roree, 1 Dec,ernbe!· 1 �42 
and the left bank of the Indus, from the latter town up to the Bhawulpure &�u- i:�-ti�· B. I ,. 

tier, 

• For this Ill Scinde Blue Book, No. 405 tt lrf· One of the articles outraged the religious 
feelings of the A meers ( 'Oide Article :l) ; stringent as it was, it wai by compulsion agreed to by the 
Ameers both of Upper .and Lower Scinde. It is but justice to the GO"ernor-general to notire, that 
jt w11 clearly his mtention that inquiry, and an opportunity of defence, should precede punishwent. 
Oa the 8th � lay 1 842, his Lordeh:p observed, '' there mUBt be clear prouf of the Ameers' faithless
ness, and that it mll8t not be provoked h,Y the conduct of the Briti�b agent producing apprehensions 
in the minds of any chief that the Brttish Government entertains designs inconsistent with his 
interests and honour (Seim.le Blue Bo1,k, No. J4i) ; and on the 1 1 th September Sir C. Napier wa� 
informed that his Lord,hip would Mt proreed· to punishment" without the mast ample and con
vincin� evidence �f t�e guilt �f the _person accused, and that the Governor-general entirely relie� 
upon hia 1e11se of JUSt1ce, and 11 convinced that whatever report he m3y make upon the subject, aftl'r 
ful l  investigation, will be such :us he may safely act upon. �inde Blue Book, No. 377. See al,o 
Supplement to ditto, No. 1 .  

t 011 the 27th December 1 84g, !Sir C. Napier informed tbe Governor-general, " I  made up my 
mind, that although war has not been declared {nor is it nece11&ry to declare it), I would at once 
111arch upon Emamghur, and prove to the whole Talpore family, of both Khyrpoor 1111d Hydetaban, 
that neither their Deserts nor their negotiations can protect them from the British troops. Whilt' 

they imagine they can fly with security to their Deserts they will De\"er be quiet." Scinde Blut• 
.Book, No. 458. For Sir C. Napier's defence of this exploit, when its ju�tice was questioned, see 
Supplement to ditto, No. 143. Jt is thus noticed m the Scinde Digest of Intelligence : 

" On the 4th January 1843, Major-general Sir Charles Napier marched to Dejee-Ke-Kotl', !he fort 
of Meer Ali Moorad, and the next night moved with a small fol"l'e, lightly eqoipperl, toward� 
Emamghur, a fort distant So miles in the De1ert, belonging to Meer Mahomed Khan, nl'phew of Me<:>r 
Rooetum Khan. TI1is fort had hitherto been comidered by tbe Amoera ioacressible to our troop,, 
and u, from its position in the centre of the Desert, it wa, looked upon as a refuge for the disaff'ect,·d, 
it was, with the concurrence of Meer Ali Morad, whe «.oompnnied the general, destroyed by 
mining." 
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tier, including the whole of the district of Bhoongbarra and Subzulkote, as set 
f�rth in the said tre�ty. The minor _arrangements ":ill be entered into by my 
mde-de camp, Captam French (and Lieut. Stanley), with those whom your High
ness may appoint for that purpose, to the end that the treaty may be speedilv 

Letter <latetl the brouuht to a conclusion ;" or this, " I hav� sent my Commissioner to wait upon 31l December 0 
d h d d h f h 

· 
k h' h 1842• Sup. s. B.B. yo_u, an to _agree �pon t e ay an �ur o t e ensumg wee , on w 1c your 

No. 6. Highness will receive a new treaty, wluch the Goveruor-genrral has ordered me 
Letter v.,ithout to place in your hands, and carry into immeuiate execution ;" or expressions like 
date, Sup. S. B. n. these, addressed to Meer Roostum : " Ameer, I have received rnv orders, and will 
No. 8 obey them. I laugh at your preparations for war. Eight days have passed, 

and I have not heard that your Highness has nominated a Commissioner to 
arrange the details of the treaty ; I expect to have in writing: your full acceptante 
of the draft thereof by return of the bearer. Your Highness is collecting troops 
in all directions, I must, therefore, have your acceptance of the treaty imme
diately ; yea or nay, I will not lose the cold weather ; your Highness must � 
prompt, or I shall act without consulting your Highnesi, ; my time is measured, 
and 1 cannot \1'8Ste it in long negotiations. Your Highness's letter is full of 
discussion, but as there are two sides of your river, so are there two sides of your 
Highness's arguments. Now, the Governor-general has occupied both sides of 
your Highness's ri\'er, because he has considered both sides of your Highness's 
arguments ; Lut I cannot go into the argument. I am not Governor-general, I 
am only one of his commanders."• I might multiply examples, but will conclude 
with the following lettel', dated the 1 3th December 1842, addressed to Meer 
Roostum 1 and by referring to Sir Charles Napier's proclamation of the 1st 
January 1843 : "Ameer, my letterst have been stopped near Khyrpore ; this has 
been done either by your order or without your consent. If by your order, you 
are guilty ; if without your consent, you cannot command your people. Io either 
case, I order you to disband your armed followers instantly ; I will go to Khyr
poor to see that this order is obeyed." I should further have argued, that not
withstanding all this provocation, the summary confiscation of territory yielding 
six lacks annually, the imposition of a new penal treaty, the destruction of the 
.Fort of Emamgbur, all the measures adopted by the Ameers of Kbyrpoor 
were purely defensive,+ and that, although untrustworthy spies may have 
reported to the contrary, they never had the courage, or folly, seriously l,o think 
of defying the tremendous power of the British Government, at a period the 
most favourable to us, and the reverse to them, and of the magnitude of which 
they bad only very recently witnessed such an ample demonstration in a neigh
bouring country. No ; the patriarchal chief, Meer Roostum, wrote in terms 
which ought to have been felt by the stern warrior to whom they were addressed : 

J'ideScinde mu� " God knows we have no intention of opposing the British, nor a thought of war, 
B!!ok, Xo. 441;. or fighting ; we have not the power. Ever since my possessions were guaranteed 

to me and my posterity by the British Government under a formal treaty, I 
have considered myself a dependant of theirs, and have thought myself secure ; 
I have always attended to the least wish of the British officers ; and now that my 
territory is being taken from me, l am at a loss to find out the reason of so harsh 
a measure. I ha\'e committed no fault. If any is .alleged against me, let me 
htar what it is, and I shall be prepared with an answer. I feel strong in the po� 
se�sion of that treaty, and I trust to the consideration of the British still. If, with-

out 

• Supplement to Scinde Blue Book, Nos. 1 1  and 15. See also No. u of ditto, for a letter to 
Meer Uoostum, dnterl the ust December 1842. 

t It hes been asNerted that this waa one of the devices resorted to by Ali Moored to embroil Meer 
Roostum Khan with the British general ; and that Sir C. Napier Euspected Al i  Moorad of stopping 
his dawks i, quite clear, for on the 4-th February 1843, he thus writes to Major Outram : " The 
mi�carriage of the mail is a strange afFair. I am very auspicious of this matter. 1 think Ali l\loorad 
may hove stopped it." 1'ide Sup. to &:inde Blue Book, No. 45. 

t On the 14th November 1843, Lord Ellenborough himeelf writes, " The designs of the Ameera 
would seem, l,y the intelligence transmitted, to be of a defena�ve chal'llcter only." Thl' fact is, as 
his Lonlcbi p remarked on the 8th October 1 842, " the auemblmg of men by the Kbyrpoor Ameers 
was only ior the settlement of a quarrel amongst themac;lves, and had nothing in it of hostility lo 
us."-Scinde Blue Book, No. 2. 

Is it not against nil probability (obM!rved Captain Eastwick), can it be believed that the Amcers 
woulrl have stood our staunch friends in the day of defeat and adversity, to break with us at the 
moment when our armiea were returning flu�hed with · victory ? Is it credible that with t.he_ex
prrience of our succe8ses in AfFgbanistan, under Pollock and Nott, they would rU&A headlong 111tO 
so un(qual 11 contest ? 
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out any fault of mine, you choose to seize my territory, I shall not oppose you; 
but I shall consent to, and obsen·e the provisions of the new treaty. However, I am 
now and shell continue to 1-te a suitor for justice an<I kindly consideration at your 
hands." Meer Roostum's acts proved his sincerity ;• at all events, up to the period 
when, in ohedience to Sir C. Napier's orders, he proceeded to Hyderabad. The 
catai;tropbe was finally b1'ought on by the ungovernable fury of the Belooche tribes, 
exasperated by the sight of their venerable and respected chief, who had been 
cajoled out of the " Turban '' by one whom they despised, and whose villany 
and deceit havt> now been placed beyond all ca"il by the result of the Com
mission's inquiry. In vain d id the as�embled Ameers, though giving a forced 
compliance to all our se,·ere demands, implore a hearing and redress of Meer 
Roo8tum's wrongs. Major Outram was not vested with any plenary powers, and 
could make no promise that those wrongs would be investigated. He was 
m erely deputed to demand acceptance of the treaty dictated t by Lord Ellen
borough. By a most unhappy oversight the notest of his conferences with the 
unfortunate Arnet>rs on the 8th, 9th, 1 2th, aDd 1 3th February 1843, wne not 
forwarded to the high authority on whose fiat their future fate depended, until 
long after that fiat had been pronounced. These notes (admits Lord Ellen
boroogh) I nHer read until I saw them to-day (June 1 3th, 1848). " I knew 
absolutely nothinµ of what 1: ay have passed between Major Outram and the 
Ameers while he was acting as Commissioner under Sir C. Napier, for the settle
ment of the details of the treat_\' to which the Ameers had generally given their 
as�ent." Then followe<l in rapid succession the attack and brilliant repulse of 
the infuriated Beloochees § on the Hyderabad Residency, the glorious (only, 
however, in a military sens,�) v ictories of Meeanee and Uubha, the extirpation, 
root and branch, of the 'falpoor rlynasty, and the indiscriminate punishment of 
sovereign princes, old and ."oung ; those who ha<l never in  any · way swerved 

from their fidelity equally with those . who were · charged with specific, though 
still 

• Nothing more strongly ind icates this than l\leer Roostum's conduct when Sir Charles Napier 
proceeded against Emamghur. That officer admitted that he could not conceal his march 
(Scinde Blue Book, No. 449) ; and, although uMpposed, the ·guns he tnok·with him were found 
ineffectual to destTOy il ; mining was therefore resorted to. · " On thu eveoiog of the 15tb January 
184J , the demolition of Emamghur was comple1ed. Thirty-four m ines were sprung, the last 
finishing the whole of the powdc•r in the fortress, viz., about 20,000 lb!!.''-Scindc Blue Book, No. 
470. For a description of the great strength of the fortreH, see Scinde Blue Book, No. 468. Now 
it u1ust be obvious, that had the Ameers of Upper Scinde been hostilely disposed, they wo11ld have 
opposed Sir C. Napier, and could easily have defied e:ven so skilfu l a commander, wirh the ,mall 
force and l imited u,eans he could bring to bear against the fort. It was only because he was unop
posed that he was able to destroy the stronghold. But what did Meer Hoostum do on this occasion 1 
The �cinde Digest of the 9th January informs us, " About 1 2  o'clock at night a h urkara came, con
veying a letter from Meer Rooatum to Me:er Mahomed Hulll!ein, Meer Nusletlr Khan, and Meer Ali 
l\1 urdhun, in which it wu announced to them that the general had e:ntered the Thurr, or Desert, and 
was in lull march for Meer Mahomed Khan's fort ; aod he desired that on receiving the lettr.r they 
would in&tantly fly, or the English force would be on them, and make them prisoners. In accord
ance with M eer Roo�tum'1, letter, they mounted their horat.'s, and, accompanied by a large body of 
Be1oocbes, took the route to Kokee.'' 

t Vide hi11 Lordship's letter to the Ameen of Hyderabad, anrl to Meer Nu&Seer Khan, in which 
their guilt is as�umed as early as the 4th November 1 8411, and the new treaty illlposed upon them 
as the 1-'enahy.-Scinde Blue Book, Nos. 403 and 404. 

t For these, &ee Scinde Blue Book, No. 481 Thi� important document would in all probability 
hove never 6een the li11ht hud not l\lajor Outram,  under the conviction thpt the nou:s must.have been 
commuoicated to the Governor-general, al luded to them in his communications w i th Her Majesty's 
ministers, when endeavouring to obtain some amelioration of 1he Ameers' hai-d fate. On the 26tb 
October 1 84-3 Mlljor Outram informed Sir C. Napiu, •• It never could have occurred to me that these 
note11 could otherwise than have been transmittPd, being slr1ctly of an official nature, and in fact the 
ooly opportunitv afforded to the princes of Scinde for fonualJJ communicating their sentiments to 
the representative of the British Government, and tbrnugh him to the Governor-general, on an 
occasion so important to their own interes!Ai, as receiving a new treaty seriously allectiog them, which 
I had lieen delegated to require their acceptance of.'' For Sir C • .:,.;apier's explanation why the 
notes were not forwarded to the Governor-general, see Sup. to Scinde .Blue Book, :-. os. 1 4.'i and 146. 

, In hi,, appeal to the Honourablo Court of Directors (Scinde B lue llook, Sup. No. 167), Meer 
Roostum observes, " W hen the Ueluochtes near Hyderabad pcrcein:d 1hat the general would pay no 
sort of attention to peaceful proposala, and saw me, an old man of 85 years, expelled from my 
country, sepanited from my family, and deprived of all my possessions, which they knew had been 
given to my younge1· brother, Meer Ali l\lorad ; and when they heard moreover of the seizure of 
Hyat Khan, by Sir C. Napier, in dei,pair ' they washed th�ir hands of their l ivei.,' and marched 
out of the fort. I accomyanied. H11d I detfrmined on fighting, I had 1.;,000 Beloochee11 at my 
back at K hyrpoor, aad .c.-ould hu·e brought them ; but at Jut, seeing there Willi no remedy, we 
wene driyen to despe,ation." 

73. S s  
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still unproven. act.a of bad fa-ith. · In a m.ilita11y point of view, probably few 
achievements in  India have been more brillh:nt ; looking at it moralliy, a more 
disgraceful act nev�r stained the hie!o�y o_f our coutt�ry. Frctm t� _fil'!I� step 
to the final scene, the same reckless IDJ'lStlce p11eaou:11nates. No d1stmct10n is 
made between the Ameers who were alleged to be guilty and those who were 
known to be innocen�. Meer Sobda.r,• whose whole career bas been one of 
scrupulous fidelity, to  whcm Lord Ellenhorough, in- the very last treaty, had 
assigned territory as a reward for hi� good conduct, shares the hard fate of Meer 
Nusseer an<l lVJ.eer Roostum ; i s  dethroned, exiled., and imprisoned . It must not 
be forgotten that each chief was perfectly independent of all the others, respon
sible for his own acts, and guaranteed in his possessions and rights by a separatet 
tr.eaty ; and lastly, I should have shown that we have ootl the consolation, poot 
and ignoble as i t  would be, of havjng obtained� in  return for the loss of repu
tation which such acts must undoubtedly have occasioned, a really valuabht pos,. 
session. I admi� that as wa have since been obliged ( I rejoice to say in self. 
defence and to repel agg-ression) to conquer the Punjaub, the political value and 
importance of Scinde has been enhanced. 13ut the time is still far distant when 
this province wiil cease to be a burthen on the finances of India, but more espe
cially on those or this Presidenc�. Let th06e who have deceived, themseh-es and 
others into belief that Sci 1 1de already pays its own expenses, and even poss'-'· '-eS 
a surplus r.evenue (a result obtained by excluding the hea:viest item, , iz., the 
extra. mili tary expenditure), consult paras. 106 to 1 20 of Sir George Cierk's 
l\Iiuute, dated the 24th April 1848, and they will at once be emancipated from 
so grievous• a delusion. But 1 ha.ve now before me an approximate estimate of 
the revenues and charges of Scinde, prepared by our Accountant-general, and 
dated the 5th July 1850, for the years 1 842, 1 843, 1 844, 1 845, 1 846, 1 847, and 
1 84-8 ; I say approximate,t for although no <loubt all receipts are entered , all 
charges are certainly not so, for up to this  date we are frequently called upon 
to admit what are inaptly designated " inefficient balances ;" that is, to sanction 
expenses actually incurred during Sir C. Napier's administration of Scinde, and
this to such an extent that we have been obliged to direct that these items 

should 

• The case al this Ameer i1 melancholy in the extreme. He himrelf, and his son, a fine young 
man of 21 years of age, have both died ·in captivity at Calcutta. At the time of the battle of 
l\leeanee; he was making preparations fol' tl1e marriage of his childl'efl, little drenming of the reward 
he was ahnut to receive for his constant· attachment to Briti,h interests. TI1e IIHln-iage trous.�a• 
fell into the hands of the conitueror of Scinde, and constituted a µortion or the Scinde booty. Not 
only was he excepted from the penal treaty, but Sir C. Napier more than once aolmowledged bis 
fidelity. On the !!3d December 1 8¥J, he tells Ali Moorad all the Ameers were in league against 
us, except his Highoe11 Meer Sobdar and himself, and that we required " friendly rulenr, l ike himself 
and Meer Sobdar'' (S. S. B. B., No. 14). On the li',tb January 1843, three weelos before the· battle 
of Meeanee, he commended Meer Sobdar '' for his loyal and true conduct towards• the llriti,h 
Government."-(8. S. B. B., No. 35). See also the Ameera' appeals to the Court (S. S. ll. B., 
No. 1 7.11). He was unable hewe,;er to restrain hi1 Belochee retainen, and he suffered as 
severely as any of the Ameers. It was no excuse for him, that on or about the 1 4th February 
1�43, the Meer's minister informed .Major Outram " that• the fnt man:'' (meaning Nusseer 
Khan), hnving usembled all the Beloochee Sirdara in a garden, and sworn them oft the Koran, that 
any one that does not join him to oppose the English will ' be imprisoned ; and that your people 
whom you had- called in from Kehera and elsewhere, that they should not join I he enemies of\ the 
:British, hove accordingly turned against your mister (Meer Sobdar), and "ill no lon�er obey him, 
and the Meer h imeclf if he does not· move out will be mardered ; but that he will not move oat, and 
that he wiJl do his utmost to serve thP. British, but that if he suffer in consequence, " it will 1.,e on 
the Sirdar'1 head.'"- Vide enclonre to Sir C. Napier's letter to the Governor-genera!, dated lhe 
16th Augu&t 1 843. 

t See mite at- the cloae of para. 64,. It wu undoubtedly Lord Auckland's policy to di,ide and rule� 
He tbereforo entered intu separate treaties with the four principal Ameara, which were to be 
regarded as a great charter, obtained from the gooci will of the paramount po#et" of India; " for the 
future stt:urity of thei-r indf>l)endence and of their' po811euion111," Yitle Scinde Blue Book, Nos. 1 � 
1md ·  1 ;7. With, a a&roke of his. pen -Sir, C. Napier abrngated this solemn engage.-nt, and ad&pt� 
the more convenient, but mllllt unjust µolicy, of mak.iag.the Ameen• in comtnon :r-i,onsible for the 
actll of one another. Vide P.upra. 

t The n10Et exaggerated euimatcs hPe been formed o( the value of· Scinde. In a pnpet desig
n11unl ·  Obser.ation� on the Defence of Scinde, and 011 · the numerous 1 ForU therein, dated the 1 9th 
l\lRy, 1844, Sir C. Napier observes, ,, The conqueet of Scinde, instead of"·eakerff'Ag• lnme, has adltecl 
to the security of her north-We11tem fl'Olltier ; and ,o far from addiflg to ·the caxpeosdt of our lnmttl 
Government, wiil dimini1h that expense, and add to the revenue of the HonoumbleComf>8"1, not only 
by the excest of. revenue · beyond the expenditure, but alsn- by ebvqa.ting the 11eoes•ity of FO I� 
a .force upoa the · Sutledge, aud from Ferosepore down to Cotoh inclusive, aa mast btite be@n main• 
tnini,d ha.J Soindc been in the bancb of. the· Ameers, and e11peciallywhen GW11.lior · was· insecure:" 
Hy Lord Ellenborough, Scincle was compared in fertility to Egypt. See also 8kC. Napier'w letter -to 
Lord EllenborJugh, dated the 20th January 1844. 
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&hould be entered under a separate iiead, t10 that what was, in fuot, expenditure 
made by the late GovernmeBt of Sciade may not be included in the cun-eat 
expenditure of thi1 Government adminifltering SciDde. Tlte results of toe 
statement, however, as it ROW stanch, is as follows :-

Rupee,. 
Total receipts - - 1 ,25,55,661 8 1 1  
Ditto Charges - - 3,84,56,980 1 3  7 
Balance against ' Scinde - 2,59,01 ,319 4 2 

Or considerably more than two millions and a half ponnds sterling. 
1 04. The above brief allusion to the principal events connected with the con

quest of Sein de, " deeds to make Heaven weep, all earth amazed," read more like 
romance than reality ; but nevertheless they are described without exaggeration 
from published documents. I t  may, however, be asked why have I usurped the 
province of the future historian in making these painful reminiscences ? To this 
I reply, that I have done so in the hope that consideration of the wrongs suffered 
by the fathers may benefit their children. l\1eer Roostum is dead, Meer Nusseer 
Khan is dead, and l\1eer Sobdar, the faithful ally of the British Government, is 
also dt>ad. All three die<l i n  exile and captivity, severed from their families and 
kindred . hut all three have l eft children to mourn their loss, fit  objects for the 
compal'sionate consideration of the British Government.  I admit that from the 
moment I became aware of the real circumstances wh ich led to the conquest of 
Scincie, I agreed with those who considered • " that the proceeding of the Go
vernment uf lndia, which ended in the dethronement, exile, and imprisonment of 
the Ameers, and the seizure of their country and private property, were uncalled 
for, impolitic, and unjust ;'' and for a long time I cherished the hope that the 
poli cy pursued towards them would be denounced as " inconsistent with  good 
faith aud subversive of the interests of the British rule i n  India ." But now, by 
the lapse of timP., viewing the annexation of Scinde to the Anglo-Indian empire 
as un fait accompli, final and irrevocable, our efforts  should be directed to the 
ameliaration of the condition of the princes of Scinde who yet survive, and to 
benefiting to the utmost of our power the country which  has thus become sub
jected to our rule, w that out of presen t  evil future good may come. 

1 05 .  I have already shown how the first may easily be  accomplished, in  the 
case of Meer Roostum's sons and grandsons, by resuming their private lands, 
reserved to them by the private engagement referred to in paras. 93 and 94, which 
have, however, been fraudulently retained by his Highness Meer Al i  Morad. In 
the case of the sons of the late Mobarick Khan, rerlrcss cannot be so easily effected, 
for I believe the best portion of their private estates has been bestowed upon our 
faithful and staunch ally, the Nawab of Bhawulporc ; at least I find it stated t by 
the late Sir A.  Burnes, " Meer Mobarick Khan is the second brother of l\1eer 
Roostum Khan ; he holds a little less than one-third of the Khyrpoor territories, 
is very miserly in his household, and universally reputed to have wealth in jewels 
and money. The fertile territory lying between Subzulkote and Koree, nearly 
all lJelongs to Moharick Khan ,  and includes the  vi llages and d i strict of Ghotkee, 
with Malsoler, Chuonga, Dadoota, and Uzeezpore. He has also estates in the 
neighbourhood of Khyrpoor itself, and towards Hyderabad ; but besides this, 
Sukkur and the country half way between i t  and Shikarpoor, as well as a share of 
that t0wn, are hi.s property." Even, however, in tlie case of tb i s  family, there 
appear reasons for believing that a portion of their jagheers are wrongfully pos
sessed by Ali Morad. In one of h i s  letters to Sir C. Napier, Captain Pope 
reports : " I am i nformed that h i s  Higlmess Meer Ali Morad has granted to his 
son Jan Mahomed the whole tuppa of Maliaree, annual \'alue 90,000 rupees ; also 
to «D aun t  of h is, the place and district  of Adalpore, value 22 ,000 rupees ; total, 
1,1 2,000 rupees, both being out of the territories of the sons of the late .Meer Mo
bariek (vide para. 1 of t he printed statement). His Highness po1-sesses not the 
sligh t est claim to these under your orders. This has been told me so confluently, 
that I think there can haruly be any mistake in the matter. I shall soon have 

an 

• Sec Requisition to the Honourable Court of Directors, by certain East India Proprietors, dated 
the 10th J.auuary 1 844. 

t Letter to the Envoy with Shah Shooja, dated the I �th April 1839.-Scinclf! Blue Book, No. 199. 
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an official report on the subject from the kardars. " Whether Ali Morad was 
afterwards required to surrender these districts does not appear, but the matter 
should be inquired into, and if they are still in his possession, they ought to be 
reclaimed, and made tQ constitute a portion of the provision which I trust will he 
now allotted to .Meer Mobarick's sons. 

106. The Commissioner in Scinde has recommended• that a provision should 
be made for tl1e junior members of the families of Ali �lorad's brothers, Meers 
Roostum and Mobarick ; and when doing so, ohserved, " None of these took 
any part in hostilities against us, although they accompanied the heads of their 
families in their flight at the outbreak of the war ; anJ having lost their pos
sessions by its i ssue, were i-ubsequently allowed to re5ide under Ali }lorad's 
guarantee, and entirely dependant on him for a maintenance. The insufficiency 
of the proYision assigned to them by him, and the i l l iberality of the treatment 
generally which they experienced at his hands, led to frequent and Litter appeals 
from them to the Government of India, Scinde, and Bombay." Iu support of 
his recomm('ndation, Mr. Prinule refers to Meer Roostum's letter an<l the private 
treuty entered intc� with Ali Morad when he ceded the Turban, remarking that 
the evidence for the genuineness of these documents is nearly a� conclusive as 
that ira support of the alleged fraud in the treaty of Nownahar. " The objects 
of Ali !\lorad," continues Mr. Pringle, " i n  their suppression appear to have 
been to pre\'cnt their operatiu� to inrnlidate his title in virtue of Meer Roostum's 
public deed of transfer to the lands north of Roree, and to escape from the 
obligation t hey contain to provide for the fa1uilies of Meer Roostum and :Moba
rick. Tlie first object has failed, inasmuch as Sir C. Napier net'er admittt!d Ali 
Moora<l's claim of right to the territory north of Roree, although disposed to con
cede to him l\leer Roostum's interest in it as a matter of grace. It may, however, 
be remarked, as regards this point, that the discovery of these documents affords 
a strong corrobol'ation of the justice of that view, and of any measures which it 
may m,w be thought expedient to base upon it." The other object has beeu 
80 far t-ucctssful, that the families of Meers Roostum and Moharick have 
hitherto been ltft at the mercv of Meer Ali Morad for a maintenauce, and that 
which he bas provided for thei'n has, as there is too much reason to believe, ·been 
miserably inadequate to their wants. To rescue them from this state of depen
dency, which considerations of humanity, as well as regart.l for our own character, 
seem to require, I would recommend, &c. 

1 07. We have al�o to decide the case of Meer Mahomed Khan and Meer 
Mustaphn Kha11 ,  also nephews of Meer Ali Morad, being the sons of hiR deceased 
brother Meer Goo 1am Hyder. \\"e have further proofs of Ali Moorad's grasp· 
ing poli<:y. and the �ross injustice with which he treats his brethren. The case 
is thus noticed by Mr. Pringle, when remarking on an exchange of territory 
which hail been proposed i n  the 6th article of a draft treaty with Ali Moorad. t 
It would appear, from a comparison of the enumeration of villages and districts 
therein givc·n, with the details of the memorandum from which the treaty seems 
to have ul'en framed, that of those to be ceded to us, which, with the exception 
of Gotkee, Koree, and Kundra, consist entirely of the jagheers of Ali Mooratl's 
nephews, Meers l\leer !\Jahomed and Goolam Mustafa, value has not been 
taken for some of those of the formt:r and all of those of the latt.er. Whether 
this omi88ion was intentional or not, it is impossible, in the absence of any 
<letailed explanatory information, to determine ; but it clearly cannot now with
out such information be admitted. In place, however, of rectifying the omission, 
I am of opinion that all these jagheers should now be retained by us, and restored 
tu their original owners, the two Ameers above named. This branch of the 
family did not indeed receive any independent recognition in the will of Meer 
Sobrah, which forms the basis of our present policy i n  Upper Scinde, and may 
so far he viewed in the light of subject jagheerdars ; but the elder of them, Meer 
�Jahomed, appears to have maintained practically a position of considerable 
independC'nce as regards his own possessions ; and the younger, Goolam Mustafa, 

held 

• J'idr. Mr. Pringle', Memorandum (para. 27), dated the 27th Der.ember 1849, prepared for the 
Mo�t Noble the Governor-general of India. 

t Memorandum prepared for the Most Noble the Govemor-general of India, dated 27th Decemb�r 
1 8-19, para. 24. 
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held a somewhat similar position, in virtue of his relationship to him : a separate 
treaty • was negotiated with Meer Mahomed by Sir A. Burnes, and ratified by 
Lord Auckland .  At the outbreak of the war, he was a considerable loser by the 
destruction of the fort of Emamghur, ""hich belonged to h im .  He then fled, as 
d id  his brother M ustapha, but neither of them took any active share in hos
til ities against us. Both made their submission soon after to Sir C. Napier, 
frcm whom Meer Mahomed received a promise that all the jagheers should be 
restored to him which he held at the date of the battle of M eeaoee ; but he does 
not appear to have been immediately placed in possession of the whole of them. 
No similar promise was given to Goolam M u;.;tapha, but this may be accounted 
for, by his having- bcm afraid at that t ime to urge his claim�, and having soon 
after gone on a pilgrim�ge to Mecca, when h is  jagheers were taken possession of 
by Meer Ali M oorad, but under the acknowledgment that they were held for us, 
and in vi('w to being accounted for iu the u ltimate adj nst1 1 : e1 1 t  of m utual c laims. 
On Goolarn �Iustapha subsequently petitioning for thei r  restomtion, he was 
referred to Ali Moorad ,  as hi,- rais or sovereign, apparently under the misappre
hension that A l i  Morad hel<l them 011 his own account, although they were 
entered as cessions ma<le hy us to Ali Morad, in the draft of the treaty of r.he 
jagheers cf the elder brother, � l ePr M ithomed . A portion is also proposed to be 
ceded to A li Morad by the treaty, and of some of those A li :\l orad took imme
diate pus�rs�ion, on the ground, as he afterwards alleged, of their ha,·ing been 
confiscated by Sir Charles Napier, and m11cle o\'er to h im on account of \Jeer 
.Mahomed·s failure to accom pany h im on the Hil l  war ; Lut there is noth i 1 1g  on 
record to support this beyond the fact of t l 1cir appearing among our proposed 
cessions in the  draft treaty, and for receidng creu i t  for them, though uot to 
their ful l  rnlue in the estimates from which it appea rs to l iave hl'en framed. On 
the other h and, on Meer M ahomeci claiming suLse11uently to be pnt  in posses
sion of all hi!; jagheers, in virtue of the promise gi,·en to l i im after the conquest, 
his claim was admitted by Sir C. Napier, and he was reinstated in those stil l in  
our hand�, including some w hich i t  was proposed by the treaty to cede, but 
which Ali l\Jorad had not taken possession of ; while as respects those which 
Ali Moorad held, he was, as in the case of his brother Goolam Mustapha, referred 
to Ali  Morad as his rais or sovereign, although they were held by him only 
·provisionally, and to be accounted for to us. It seems therefore doubtful if Sir 
C .  Napier ever did authorise the confiscation of these jagheers for the cause 
alJeged by Ali Morad ; and in any case it may be inferred that he would have 
authorised their subsequent restoration, as he did that of those still in  our hands, 
had he not been under the misapprehension i n  this case also that they were held 
by Ali Morad i n  his own right. In his memorandum i n  reply to mine, Sir 
C. Napier indeed states, in reference to this subject, that as far as he recollects, 
h e  had said he would not interfere to prevent Ali  Morad from confiscating these 
jagheers for the cause assigned ; but then h e  would still have been under the 
m isapprehension thRt the right of sovereignty in them was vested in Ali Morad, 
and not in us ; and that i t  was from him, aod not from us, that their confisca
tion, if merited, should proceed, whereas the contrary was really the case ; and 
as Ali Morad has to account to us for their revenue. we are the only party who 
benefit by the measure. But even i f  these jagheers had been confiscated for the 
cause alleged, it may be questioned whether Meer Mahomed's deprivation of 
them for the four years during which they have since been withheld is  not more 
than a sufficient punishment  for any failure i n  h i s  feudal obligations on the 
occasion referred to, for he states, and I believe with truth, that he is incapa
dtated by bodily infirmity from m ounting on horseback, and that in lieu of per
sonal attendance, he had contributed 6,000 rupees towards Ali Morad's expenses 
in the Hill war. It is from a consideration of all the above circumstances, 
which I have gathered with some difficulty from the records, and from personal 
inquiry, that I have formed the opinion that the jagheers of both these brothers 
8hould be excluded from the proposed cessions to Ali Morad, and be restored 
to them. 

1 0s. The 

• For this, see Scin<le Blue Book, No. 1 24. I am not aware that this treaty haa ever been annulled. 
Meer l\'lahomed, although in a time of peace we destroyed h ia fort of Emamghur, as shown in the 
text, nevtr acted towards us hostilely, and how, therefore, can we say this treaty has become null and 
void ? We are therefore bound to restore h i s  jagheer&, for we engaged never to covet one rupee of 
the revenue of the share of Scinde in his possession, nor to interfere in the internal management. 

n. s s 3 
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108. The above statement by the Commissioner is easily susceptible of proof. 
Shortly after the conquest of Scinde, Sir C. Napier, as Governor of the Province, 
addressed • the following letter to Meer Maho01ed Khan Talpoor :-" 0 Meer 
Mahomed Khan, of high rank. I write to you, that my sincere friend, Meer 
Ali Morad, has promised me that you of high Hnk will strictly obey a!l the 
regulations of the English. for this reason your j agheers are gh·en to you ; 
on no account will you be injured, if you conduct yourself properly." In 1846 
Meer Mahomed petitioned t for the restoration of his jagheer, _and the Resi
dent at Khyrpore was informed, that the Ameer holds a perwuDQah of 
his Excellency the Governor, regranting to him his lands, held in the 
time of the ex-A�eers, to which he must prove his right. " Shortly afterwardfi 
the Collector t of Shikarpore reported, d1at Ali Morad claimed Gahilpoor and 
Gundhur, adjoining Kussnore, which did not belong to Meer Roostum, but to 
Meer Mahomed, and at the same time forwarded a letter from the Resident, stating 
that as these places were in the Boordika district, the whole of which belonged 
to Aii Morad, they must belong to h is Highness. In reply, he was referred to 
Sir Charles Napier's purwunnah," tegranting to Meer i\lahomed all the lands be 
held at the time of the battle of Meeanee, to which be must prove his title to his 
satisfaction . " The Resident subsequently submitted seven documents produced 
by Meer Alahomed in support of his claims ; five relating to certain lands he 
had purchased, calkd Moghlee, and two sunnud�, under the seals of Meers 
Sohrab and Roostum, in which were specified all the various lands held in 
jagheer by Meer Mahomed. Of these, _only three place!!, Thuna, Chamoree, 
and Powaree are in British territorv ; the remainder iu Al i  Morad's. The 
Collector of Shikarpore reported, that t'iere is no doubt that Meer Mahomed 
enjoyed all the Jagheers claimed by him up to one month before the battle of 
Met'anee, about which time, Meer Roostum having fled, Meer Ali Morad con6s• 
cated them. By the former treaty, previously sealed by Meer Roostum, the 
country from Roree to Subzulkote being ceded to the British Government, 
Chownee and Powaree would have been included, &c. &c. The Collector was 
again informed, that what was in Meer Mahomcd Khan's possession on the 17th. 
February 1843 must now be restored to him." On the Resident at Khyrpore 
submitting a letter from Ali Morad, claiming Gahilpore as part of the district of 
Boordika, he was in reply furnished with copy of the perwunnah written to Meer 
Mahumed by the Governor of Scinde in J une 1 843, guaranteeing to him all 
Jands possrssed by him at the capture of Scinde in  February 1843, written at 
the instigation of Sheikh .1\ l i  Hussein, Ali l\forad's minister, who stated that it 
was his Highness's wish that it should be written. The whr,le question, there-
fore, riepen<ls upon in whose pos�ession Gahilpore was on the 17th February 
1843," In suhrnitting another statement from Ali Mor.1d, the Resident stated 
that there could be no doubt Meer .Mahomed Mah::imed held Gahilpore on the 
date mentioned , but since the conquest of Scinde it had been in our possession ; 
aDfl, in reply, afte1· again referring to the terms of Sir C. Napier'il perwunnah, 
he was informed, " that if Meer l\1ahomed on the 17th :February 1843 only held 
the lands alluded to in jagheer on a grant from the then rais of the family, such 
should now be the terms on which he should now hold them onder his Highness 
Meer Ali Morad ; " and he was di recte<l io inquire into this point. In February 
1847 seven original snnnuds, produced by Mee1· Mahomed Khan Talpoor, for• 
ruerly of Emamghur, were sent to the Collector of Shikarpore, with an intim&· 
tion § that " his Excellency the Gowirnor will confirm him in his rights to all 
lands within the British territory that may be named therein ; after examination, 
he good enough to return such sunnuds as may require the seal of his Excel
lency." Such lands as this Ameer held in jagheer as grants from the Rais 

fatter from dated are now of course at the disposal of his Highness Ali Morad, The C'-ollector 
3d, and reply th�re- having subsequently described the lo.::ality of the several villages, a sunnud, 
to of 8th, Maren under the seal of Sir C .  Napier, was sent to t.hat officer, " confirming from the 
1847• spring 

* J'ide Enclornre to Captain Forbes' letter lo Mr. Pringle, dated the !id Fehruary 1 849. 
t Resident at Kh\ rpore's letter, dated tlic 4th April, and rt ply thereto of the 4th May, 1846. 
l Letter dated the filh May, and reply thereto of the t 3th May. 
l For my remarks on the destructin� of f.mamghur, sec supra. I ha�e said �h�t Meer Mah�med 

ne,er injured the British Go,ernment m \VOrd or deed, and the restoration_ ?f his J�beer, by Sir C. 
1'apier proYts this fact ; for had the Ameer been guilty of ui.y act of hu:;ulity 8(a1us1 us, be would 
doubtleae h1ve been tram1ported with the other .Amccrs lo Calcutta, 
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spring crop of 1847, to Meer Mahomed, all jagheer lands situated within the 
British territory which he held at the time of the battle of Meeanee. His Excel
lency directs that the boundaries of Chandia shall be carefully fixed and laid 
down by arbitration of competent persons.'' Meer Mahomed soon after claimed Letter from, dated 
the village of Sadoogah, in the Hyderabad ColJectorate, when Sir C. N apfor �6th, aod reply 
negatived it, on the ground that the Ameer!I " can only claim the land down in  thereto of the 3°th• 

the original sunnud of Meer Sohrab and Meer Roostum.  In 1848 the Ameer AuguSl 1847• 

himselt� and in May 1 848 his rnkeel again petitioned for this village, but wai 
told the former decisivn was final." 

109. In M arch 1848 l\Ieer l\Iahomed complained that h e  11ad been deprived Petition dated 
of his jagheers uy Ali Morad ; and on his petition being referred to the Resi- 30 March 1 848. 
dent at Khyrpour, that officer reported that the po�sessions therein alluded to 
had been made over by Sir C. Napier in exchange for other lands now in our Letter to, dated 
p1Jssc5sion. The Resident was requested to state to what exchange he referred, 5th April, and �eply 
and, in reply, stated that the exchange " by which Meer l\fahumed's jagheers thereto of3d May, 
came into the po5session of his Highness Ali Morad occurred at Sukkur, on the }!!\ated .• June 
return of the troops from the Hill campaign ;" and that in Article 6 of the draft 1 84�. 

;i 

treaty, dated Sukkur 1846, Mee'.r Mahomed's j.;gheers are entered under the 
name of Burrola Olara. He was not rfquiretl to point out what lands had been Letter dated 
given by Ali l\lorad in exchange for Meer Mahomed's jagheers, as there was 12 June i848. 
nothing on record in the Commissioner's office relating to any such exchange. 
In reply, the Resident forwarded a letter from Ali Morad, explaining how the Let�1·s datM 
jag·heers came into his possession, and observed, that Meer Mahorned states that 1 • & 26 July 1848. 
he was prevented by sickness from accompanyiug Ali Morad in the Hill cam-
paign, but that he gave his Highness a considerable sum of money towarrls· 
defraying the expenses of that expedition. On this point, Ali Morad in his 
letter takes no r1otice, and, as the Resident remarked, it is more than probable 
that with Sir C. Napier he was equally silent regarding it. A fter referring to 
a proposrd exchange of territory between himself and the British Government, 
Ali Morad explained : '' The villages of Burloo, Ulara Meree, belonging to Meer 
Mahomed Khan, yield an annual re\'enue of 1 4,000 rupees. When Sir Charles 
Napier went up to the Hilis, Meer l\lahomed would not go ; for this he incurred 
his ExcellencJ's displeasure, who took away the above lands from him on account 
of the British Governp1ent, and gave them to me as a portion of the landa 
intended to be exchanged as mentioned in the treaty. Exclusive of t he above 
14,000 rupees per annum, the British Government ba,·e now in their possession 
]ands belonging to me of the annual value of 14,000 rupees. I beg that you 
will consider the above facts, and you will see that Meer l\Iahomed has no right 
wlmtc\'er to the land� for which he has set forth a claim. I never seized the 
]11nds from him ; they were taken from him by Sir C. Napier, as a punishment 
for his disloyalty in not joining him in the Hill campaign, and· afterwards given 
t.o me in exchange for some of my lands. So far from my seizing any of Meer 
M-ahomed's lands, I gave him a portion, the revenue of which he is now 
enjoying. This is the gratitude I receive for my kindness to him, for he is con-
tinually complaining to the British Government that I seized his lands ; Lut he 
is cunning enough not to mention why his lands were taken from him. God 
knows how people can tuke u pon themselves to fabricaoo such false cctinplaints. 
• • • If it is the wish of the British Government that Meer Mahomed 
should' receive l1 is jagheer the same way as he had it, before it was taken from 
l1im by Sir C. Napier, it will be no loss to me, as they will make good to me 
t he full amount of  33,000 rupees per annum due for lands belonging to me in  
their possession." 

1 10. His Highness Ali Morad's explanation was·forwarded for Letter rlatechd August, and reply 
the particul11r report of the Collector of Sbiksrpoor, and in his thereto of the 16th Octo�er 1!J48: _011 
replv Mai or Goldney after entering into an elaborate calculation the 1 0th Aug-ust we receiv� p�tmona 

J � .' • • from Meer M .. homed and 1111 btotl111r. to establish that Ah Morad had greatly over-estimated his de- reiterating their comi,Iai1.1ts; whicb 
mands aga.im:t Government, and that the exchange proposed· was, wereonreceiptreferred tu Mr. Pringle.. 
in part, founded· on erroneous datai observed· as follows :......:." Meer 
Mahomed Khan· Talpoor, nephew of his Highness, labours tinder a painful com
plnint, which· .prevents his riding on horseback without inconverlience. His 
vakeel here info.rurs me that; by consent of the Meer Ali Morad, . hie master 
paid1 4�000 :rupees towords the expenses of the Hill' campaign in· lien· of personal 
attendmi�. I am not awe,e" (continues Major Goldney) " of the canses of 
· 7). s s 4 Sir 
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Sir C. Napier's displeasure, but whatever his Excellency thought fit to resume 
from Meer Maliomed, or Meer 1\lustapha, belongs to the British Government, 
both these nephews of Meer Ali Morad having forfeited their possessions to us 
for a<lhering to the fortunes of Meer Roostum in 1 842-43. The Collector, in 

Yide ,upra, p. 1 08. making this remark, either forgets or was not aware of the perwannah gire11 to 
Meer Mahomed by Sir C. Napier in  June 1 843, confirming him in the posses-
1!.lion of all the lands he held on the date of lhe battle of Meeanec." The 
Collector, in conclusion, adds, that " he is not aware of any appanages of his 
Highness that reverted to the British in exchange for 1my jagheers of these two 
brothers given by his Excellency to his Highness, and if his Highuess did there
after re-grant any part of those possessions to them, he is &till responsible to the 
British Gov·ernment for the proceeds, or for an equivalent in other lands.'' No 
such equirnlent has, as yet, been given that I am aware of, though set forth 
in his Highness's letter. Annexed to this report are various figurecl statements 

Appendix �B.), , in support of the Collector's views. In one of these, Meer Mahomed's jagheers 
::· 1��Co lectors are spec_ified o� the annual Yalue of 89,000 rueees, of which 2,600 rupf.es have po been enJoyed for three years and a half IJy Alt Morad, equal to 23,400 rupees, 

Company's currency, or, in the aggregate, to 80,900 Company's rupees. The 
remaining 1 8,000 rupees is still enjoyed by Meer Mahomed. 

Statement dated 
93 October 1 848. 

Dated 31 January 
1 849. 

1 1  I .  In October 1 848 l\leer Mabomed, through his vakee], Hussein Ali, 
represented that, prior to the Hill campaign, the produce of al l the lands he 
had specified were enjoyed by him, but that after that campaign Ali Morad, by 
force, deprived him of his lands, with the exception of Olara, his usual place of 
residence ; but even in this village he confiscated the inundated land�. From 
Olara, moreover, he also takes sometimes one-half or three-fourths of the pro
duce. With the exception of 1 3,000 rupees, the produce of Olara, the remainder 
of his jagheers has been taken IJy Ali Morad, from the Ruhbee of 1 256 {1845}, 
up to the present time. In a subsequent petition to the Commis:;ioner in Scinde, 
the Ameer representt:d that, up  to the rime of the conquest of Scinde, he ruled 
over his lands under the wilJs of his grandfather aud father. That on· his 
deputing a vakeel to Hyderabad, to make arrangements for his future · welfare, 
Sir C. Napier ga\'e him a perwannah confirming him in  all his formet poss�s
sions, and encouraged him by promising him that he !ihould not be annoyed. 
In ,·irtue of this perwannah, he took possession of and e.njoyed his jagheers as 
formerly. Now, however, without having committed any fault, the jagheers he 
held by right of inheritance, and situated to the south of the river, have been 
taken by Ali Morad. On his petitioning for their restoration, Major Ooldney 
was instructrd to inquire into the matter. In May 1844 h is Excellency Sir C. 
Napier wrote to Ali Morad, that if Meer Roostu 111 had made over to his High
ness any lands not h is, to the transfer of which the rightful owner did not con• 
sent, th� British Government would, on proof of the same, take possession of 
such lands. The lands which petitioner formerly held, were held in  virtue of 
sunnuds from Meer Suhrab Khan (his grandfather), and Meer Roostum Khan 
(his uncle). " Those lands should, therefore, belong to the British Government, 
and that Government clearly made them over to me. He held them under the 
British Government, and he therefore hopes they may be restored to h im  after 
au examination of his sunnuds, &c." 

1 1 2. The case of Meer M ustapha very nearly resembles that of his brother 
Meer Mahomed, except that in this instance Meer Ali Morad cannot urge acrainst 
h im nPglect of feudal service in justification of his having confiscated his iands. 
In May 1 844 a petition from this Ameer, complaining of 'his jagheer having. 
been taken from him by Ali Morad, was forwarded to the Resident at Khyrpore, 
with instructions to report " what has been the past conduct of the Ameer." 

Letter dated 8th, In rep I y, he reported that the Ameer's jagheer was in Ali Morad's posse&Sion, 
a:d J:c1>;Jhere�o · and that he  had not made his salaam to his Highness. On this, Sir C. Napier 
�:ter daJ !5�

4• remarked that he did not learn from the Resident's letter that the jagheer in 
and reply thereto ' d ispute was included within Ali Morad's territory ; and in  reply the Resident 
ohgtb, May 1844. submitted the proceedinge of the Boundary Commission, suggesting, that as it 
Dated 24 April had never been made o,•er to Ali Morad, it should be included within British 
1844• territory, subject " to the approval of his Excellency the Governor of Scinde.'' 

In April 1 847, the Resident at Kbyrpore submitted certain documents, showing 
the circumstances under which Ali Mordd had obtained p,>SSession of Meer Mus
tapha's jagheer, praying for it.a restoration, and complaining of the · treatment 

which 
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which he received from his Highness. Among these were certain original 
sunnuds, which were returned to the Resident in order that they might be gh·en Letter-dated·gtb, 
back to the Ameer, with a remark " that the lands formerly held by Meer •nd.reply of i4rli, 
Mustapha Khan in jagheer, appear to have been held at pleasure ;" but at whose Apnl 1847• 

pleasure is not mentioned. From Major Goldney's report it would appear that DatecC16 October 
the Ameer's jagheer i s  of the annual value of 1 0,325 Khyrpore rupees, equal ;848, App. ,{8.), 
to 9,293 rupees Company's currency. 0• e. 

1 13. The Commissioner in Scinde being in doubt as to the rt'asons whicb had 
caused the jagheers of Meers Mahomed and Mustapha to be included in the pro
posed exchange with Ali Morad, sought for information from Sir C . .Napier. 
Mr. Pringle obser,·ed among the lands to be ceded by the treaty to Meer Ali 
Morad, in exchange for others, are certain jagheers formerly held by his nephew 
Meer Mahomed. This Meer had previously been confirmed in all his posses
sions by Sir C. Napier ; and there is nothing on 1·ecord to show that they were 
again resumed, although Ali Morad asserts that they were so, and made over 
to him by Sir C. Napier, in consequence of Mahomed Khan not having accom
panied Ali Morad when he joined Sir C. Napier in tile Hill campaign. l\Jr. 
Pringle remarks, " It is so unlikely that a transaction of this kind would have 
passed unrecorded, that I should have been inclined to suspect some unfair deal
ing on the part of Ali :Morad, were it not that credit is undoubtedly taken by 
1li for these l1mds in the exchange, as it stands in the draft treaty, which gives 
aome colour of probability to Ali Morad's account of the matter. lfoer Mabomed 
is urgent in his complaints of the injustice with which he asserts that he has 
been treated by Ali Morcld in depriving him of these lands." To this Sir C. 
Napier replied, " As far as memory serves me, Meer Mahomed Khan was 
restiVl' ; he would not accompany his chief and myself to the Hill war ; and 
when I came back I told him that Ali complained of him, and that he haJ 
given me offence by not going to war as a jagheerdar was hound to do ; that 
Ali Morad was answerable for his (the Meer's) good conduct, and if he behaved 
ill I would not pre'\"ent Ali from deprh·ing him ol hi! jagheer, and I would send 
him to Calcutta after the other Ameers." 'fhis is, as nearly as f can recollect, the P�per dated 
substance of these transactions with respect to Meer Ghoolam Mm,tapha's case. Siml\<:!.ctSept. 
Mr. Pringle ohser\·ed that this Ameer possessed jagheers in the southern part of ,�

8
��onec:�,, the Khyrpore territory, which, as not having fallen by inheritance either to 

Meer Ali Morad or Meer Roostum, devolved to us in sovereignty ; but in con-
sequence of Ghoolam Mustapha having abandoned them and gone to Mecca soon 
after the cooque:st, they remained with Ali Morad, by whom they have been 
taken possession of, although properly belongin� to us as the paramount power. 
When, on his return, Ghoolam Mustapha peutioned Sir C. Napier for their 
restor<1tion, he was referred to Ali Morad as the holder of the Turban, appa• 
rently under the misapprehension that Ali Morad retained them in right of it ; 
but if such a misappreheni.ion ever existed, it must have been subsequently 
remo,·ed, for we receive credit for these lands in the exchange proposed by the 
treaty. Ghoolam Mustapha's claim �hould then have heen taken up and dis-
posed of by us ; but as this does not appear to have been done, I should be 
i11clined now to restore his lands to him, unless Sir Charles Napier is aware of 
any objection. To thiR Sir C. Napier replied, '· I see 110 objection to restoring Ibid. 

his lands to Meer Ghoolam Mustapha. I do not recollect what is stated in 
Mr. Pringle's letter, but it may be all correct." 

1 1 4, Finnlly, Mr. Pringle, in submitting his correspondence with Captain 
Forbes,• tl1e late Resident at K.hyrpore, earnestly recommending that a suitable 

provision 

• Letter dated 3d Octotwr 1849. In his letter to the Commissioner, dated lid February 1849, 
Captain ForbH obaenea, " There i1 nothing iu the rtcords oftl,ia office tu pro,e that any of Meer 
l,labnmed'a jaghrers were thus confiacated by the late Governor of Scin<le, and actually tra111lerred 
to hi• Highnesa Ali Morad, and 1u,rge1ts that hia Highne&B ahould be required either aati11actorily 
to llhow he waa authorized by Sir C. Napier to take pos&el!sion of tbe,e jagheen,, or if unable to do 
this, to furnish now in writing the complaints he made verbally against Meer Mahomed to enable 
Go .. emment to judge after a fair in.eatigation, 1st, uf their cnrrectnt:111 ; and, 2d, then, if found cor
net, if tl:ey are of lll<'h a nature aa to make it probable that Sir C. Napier decidl!d as Ali Morad 
atatet.'' If the jag�en are reatored, the Reai<lent recommend.ti that they be held of the Briti•h 
Government in every way independent of Ali Morad, " aa the tnmity between these partie11 ia already 
10 great aa to render this neceastry for the protection to tl1e wenker of hia rights and property. Be 
ean with perfect afety be withdrawn from hia Highnen's guamntee, and be allowed to reaide in any 
of hi• jagheera in the Sbikarpore collccturate." 
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provision should be assigned to the jun ior Ameers, obeerves in regant to the 
jagheers of Meers Meer Mahomed and Gholam Mustapha Khan, that " those 
Ameen have been d ispossessed of their jagheers, and are harshly treated by 
Meer Ali Morad. His Highness affirms that the jagheers of the former were 
confiscated by Sir C. Napier in consequence of his failure to accompany him in 
the Trukee campaign ; and the latter appears never to have regained his 
jagheers since our occupation of the country." Unless Meer Mahemed's jagheer 
was really confiscated on sufficient grounds by Sir C. Napier, and unless his 
Excel lency is aware of any good reason for the confiscation of those of Meer 
G hoolam M ustapha, Mr. Pringle is of opinion that they should be restored 
under the guarantee of the British Government. 

1 15 .  Under the circumstances above detailed, I have no doubt that the 
Commissioner's recommendation will be sanctioned . It is  quite clear that Sir 
Charles Napier's purwanneh of .Tune 1843, regranting Meer Mahomed's jagheers 
as he held them at the time of the battle of Meeanee, though issued i n  the most 
formal manner, has been violated. It is also quite evident that Sir C .  Napier 
did not, as Ali Morad as!lerts, authorise the confiscation. The most that he did 
was to signify tu the Ameer his displeasure, an<l to threaten him with con:fi�ca
' tion for not having accompanied h im i n  the Hill campaign . But, admitting 
that the Arneer was bound to perform this service, in palliation of his neglect it 
is stated that he was not only incapacitated by bodily i nfirmity from personal 
attendance, but that he actually commuted personal service by a pec11niary 
payment ; and as regards h is brother Meer Ghoolam Mustapha, he appears to 
have lost his jagheers for no offence, but merely because, about the period of the 
conquest of Scinde, he proceeded to Mecca on a pi lgrimage. I trust, therefore, 
that when the case of Al i  Morad is disposed of, orders will be issued for the 
restoration of all the lands belonging to these two Ameers, whether they are 
situated with in the territories of the British Government or in those of their 
uncle, AJi Morad, and henceforward that they shall be considered and treated as 
jagheerdars of the British Government. 

1 16. The Commissioner also refers to the case of a brother of Al i  Morad, by 
name Meer Chakir Khan, and his family, who have also complained of the 
t reatment they receive from his Highness, " and proba�ly not without . reason, 
t hough there may be faults on both sides." But M r. Pringle adds, the wi l l  of 
Meer Sohrab, which forms the basis of our policy in  Upper Scinde, not recog
nising any independent rights in �f eer Chakur, he can only be considered as the 
subject of the holder of the Turban, and as such we cannot with p ropriety inter
fere between h im and his rais or sovereign, otherwise thau by m utual friendly 
advice, which has already been given . " If, however, Meer Chak ur should 
continue to be dissatisfied, h is only resource is to remove to our territory, where 
there would be no objection to offering h im an asylum ; b ut in  that case he 
would have no claim, either on our Government or on his Highness Meer Ali 
:Mornd, for a maintenance." This is a hard alternative, but I am unable to 
suggest any course by which the s ituation of this branch of the Khyrporc faµiily 
can be alleviated. 

1 17. I have now arrived at the fifth or last division of my Minute, i n  which I 
propose to notice several points alluded to in the Commission's proceedings con
nected with our relations with Ali Morad, upon which the final instructions of the 
Most Noble the Goveroor-general of lndia should in  my opi nion be solicited. 

1 1 8. The first of these in importance is ti1e conclusion of a treaty with Ali 
Morad. In this matter his Highness Meer Ali Morad has, as men of his 
un::crupulous character often do, overreached h imself. He grasped at too much; 
and the consequence has been that, although Sir Charles Napier, as far back as 
�lay 1845, s1,1bmitted the draft of a treaty of 1 2  articles for tbe confirmation of 
the Government of India,  and was him5elf extremely anxious for its i mmediate 
ratification, the subject, in consP.quence of his  Highness claiming so much more 
t l ian he was entitled to, is stil l  au open question, anti we are fort.unately at 
liberty to d ictate to his Highness such a treaty as may now· be considered 
suitable to the position i n  which, by his fraudnlent conduct, he has placed hi'lll
self. As the basis of this tre;ity w i l l  maialy depend upon the view which th� 
supreme authority in India may take of bis Highness's conduct, as elicited ll\ 
these proceedings, it would be an unprofitable waste . of time to refer at _any, . leafth 
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length to the past diecu!ISions on the subject. Their actual st.ate at the period 
of the assembly of the Sukkur Commission, and the cauees which preveated the 
ratification, of the treaty, are very clearly @ummed up in the document noLiced 
in the margin ; •  and, if further information is required, it will be found in 
Mr. Pringle's memorandum, t dated the 27th December 1849, and the draft 
treaty appended thereto, and in Sir C. Napier'a letter to tbe Government of 
India, dated 4th May 1846, the rt'ply thereto of t.h� 24th October 1846, with 
Sir C. Napier's rejoinder of the 18th January 1 847, which terminated his share 
io the discussion of the question. 

119 .  It must be obvious that the principles on wh.ich Sir C. Napier desired to 
conclude a treaty with Ali Morad were neYer sanctioned by the Government of 
India, and that they ought not now to be recognized. It must be equally 
evident that whatever may have been Ali Morad's claims for consideration, he 
has by his treachery towards us in the case of the districts of Mahtela, M eerpoor, 
and Mehrkee, forfeited them, and all that he can now expect is strict justice in 
deciding what portion of Upper Scinde belongs to him. I am of opinion that 
his original claims to consideration were over-rated ; t for there is abundant 
reason to believe that up to a very short period before the war i n  Scinde he was 
as inimical to our interest as any of the other Ameers. It was only when ht: 
perceived that by acting treacherom,ly towards Meer Roostum and his family 
his O\\ n personal i nterest would be promoted, that he turned against them, a111 l  
sided with us. If all this is admitted, it follows that Ali Morad possesses no 
right either to the lands which constituted Meer Roostum's private estate, or 
to thli! _ la�ds �hich constituted the late _Meer In 8 letter 10 Lord Ellenborough, dated 19th September 1843, 
Mobar1ck s private estate, or to any portion of Sir Charle» Napier obiervee, •• With reijard to the claims of 
the territory belonging to the Ameers of Upper Meer Ali Morad to any portion of th! territor� c�ded to 
Scinde, which Sir Charles Napier, under tlie Bhawulpore, all that pass� betwel"n bun and his Highness 

d f Lo d Ell b h "l WBS a1 follow• : ' Con\·emnp; on the march to Emamghud, or ers o r . en oroug ? summari Y cou- tbeAmeer told me that he pouesaed one or two small villages 
fiscated unde1· his proclamation dated 1 st De- in the midst of the territory ceded to Bhawulpore ; but,' he 
cember 1842. (See Supplement to Scinde Blue added, throwini up bis head, ' these are rrirling things, and the 

Book, No. 5.) But al l these lands are included Governor-general is wl'lcome to them.' '' 

in Sir C. Napitr's draft treaty of 1845 ; although, as I have already shown, 
t!1ey were all specially excepted under the deed by which Meer Roostu m  ceded Yidesupra, p u t  
the Turban to Ali Morad. It follows, therefore, that any treaty which we may to too. 
ultimately conclude with Ali Mored should only recognize, first, what he held 
in h is own right individually as an Ameer of Upper Scinde ; and, secondly, the 
lands i n  Upper Scinde which appertained to the Turban. With regard to the 
former, we have Meer Sohrab's will, and the schedule prepared by Mr. Ro�s Vidi: Scincie Hlue 
Bell, showing the villages and districts possessed by each Ameer at Khyrpore in  Book, No. �3:1. 
his time, to guide us. From the 1atter document we learn that Ali Morad's 
prh·ate inheritance consisted of 64 villages, yielding annually 2,96,500 rupees. 
With reference also to the lands appertaining to the Turban, Meer Sohrab's will 
may also be our guide ; for although this does not specify the particular lands 
which belonged to the Turban, it states that they were exactly one half of what 
Meer Roostum received ; to that half, therefore, and no more, is Ali :Morad 
entitled, and the adjustment is reduced to one of calculation . 

1 20. In 

* Memofllldum drawn up in the Foreign Office of che Govemment of IDdia, '' On our first Con
nexion with Ali Morad Talpoor." 

t Appendix (B.), No. 1, C. P. 8e, also Mr. Pringle'• Memorandum of 1ioints on which he ,ought 
for information &hrough Captain HardinJ, and Sir C .  Napier•• replies from Simla, beaded " Recol • 
lectioDL" 

t In the Digeat of intelligence from Scinde, of the 10th October 184�, it i'I noticed that the 
chiefs of Upper Scinde, inclnding Ali :\lorad, had concluded an armistice in consequence uf the 
aaembty of a British force at Sukkur, and the approach of Prince Timoor. On 3 1 �t October, it is 
recorded that Ali Morad had agreed I.O make common cn111e 't ith die other Ameers ; on the !d 
November� that Ali Moma m�de friend, with N11118eer Khan, '' and they all swore on the Kor1m 
before Meer Rooatum, that all former differences were at an end, and I.hat they wern all unitrd under 
his orders.'' Ali Morad was appointed by Meer Roostum chief over all his furces. On the 9th 
November, that Ali Morad had by general content been invested with full powers to treat with the 
Eugliah general, and that the Talpoors intended to abide by his decision, whether it he for f1 iend• 
ship or hostility. On the 16th November it is recorded, Meer Ali Murad, writing to Meer Roostum, 
tellt htm that be hae eeen the whole Engmh feree, and that the Ameer• need not be �r any appre• 
�enaion to encounter it, and that the7 ma7 remain in petfect security at Khyrpare. 
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120. In concluding this treaty it will probably still be considered expedien 
as was originally proposed by Sir Charles Napier, to provide for a mut na 
exchange of tenitory, with a view of consolidating the territory of each sta te · 
with a more compact and convenient frontier, and of adjusting mutual claim 
which have arisen from the temporary oC'cupation by one party -0f lands be·. 
longing to the other. When effecting an arrangemt-n: for tbis purpoae the 
sketch map • prepared by Lieutenant Fitzgerald, " showing the exact peaition 
of the Khyrpore territory in reference to the British pos1essions.'' will be .  

Dated 4 Jan. 1846. extremely useful. The memorandum prepared by Major Goldaey, on the 
districts included in Article II. of Sir Charles Napier's draft treaty, may also be 
usefully referred to by the officer who may hare to arrao,;e the exchange. 

121 .  Another point on which the instructions of the Governor-general of 
India are required, relates to the compensation which should be granted to Ali 
Morad for the three forts of Shahgurh, Guttora, and Gurseya, which were 

Dated 6Aug. 1843, transferred by order of Lord Ellenborough to the Je�ulmere state. In his letter 
to Sir Charles Napier, t.he Governor-general informs him that the Raja'.of: Jesiml• 
mere had already occupied Guttora, and was preparing to attack. Shabgurh, 
when he heard that it had been garrisoned by Ali Mol'ad with 400 men, and 
that it was not known whether the Raja or Ali Morad occupied the third fort 
(Gurseya). These forts were claimed by the Jessulmere state, as huing formerly 
belonged to it. and also by Ali Morad ; but !Jis Lordship,. on the authority rl 
Captain f'reneh, states, " It is understood that they belonged to Meer Roostnm ; 
and if, as is probable, in right of the Turban, they may now .  be claimed in tho 
same right by Ali Morad. The places in the Desert," continues his Lordlhip, 
"are safer in the hands of the Rajpoots than in those of the Beloochees ; and· 
from the communication made to his Highness the Raja of Jessulmere, he will 
have indulged the expectation that the possession of these forts would be obtained 
by him even if his own troops should fail to take them from the enemy, in whose 
occupation they then were." He therefore directed that the fol'� should be 
restored to Jessulmere, under a promise that Meer Ali Morad should ·be indem
nified " shou)d it appear that he has good claims to them." 

Letter, 24 Octob1:r 
1846. 

Letter, 1 S Jan. 
1847. 

Dated Simla, 
n St-pt. 1 S49. 

122. The Government of India have observed, " These forts woul<l appear to 
have belonged to Meer Roostum, and the right of Meer Ali Morad to compen
sation on account of their relinquilihment to Jessulmere, would seem tQ depend 
on the validity of the transfer of all the property of Meer Roostu111 to ltis. 
Highness." If his Highness's right is established, " a t.crritorial transfer of an 
equivalent might be negotiated in preference to a money payment to the e1tent 
proposed by his Excellency.'' Sir C. Napier observed, " His Highness was in 
full possession of the fortresses ; J therefore assume that he had a right to them, 
succeeding to the right of his brother, Meer Roostum, the one right being conse-
quent on the other. I enclose copy of Lord Ellenhorough"s letter, relath·e to the 
transfer of these fortresses. His Highness would prefer having the forts returned 
to him rather than receive any payment, 1 believe. He was excessively averse to 
give them up. To pay his Highness by a transfer of land would be objectionable, 
but such a mode of payment might be negotiated. I objl'r.t to the payment in 
land, because the land of Scinde is very fortile, and will e\·entually yield a rnst 
revenue." And in his " Recollections,'' Sir C. Napier observes, " the terri
torial exchange was prevented by the simple fact that I could not execute it but 
under treatv. Either Government did not appro\'e of the treaty, and meant to 
alter it, which would have produced ittevitable confusion and jnterminahle 
trouble, or else the Government approved, and were called . upon to sign it. 
Why this was not done is for Sir F. Currie to say ; the whole delay l�ys ·at his 
door ; und Lord Hardinge told me at Lahore he had noybjection to it, and b11d 
ordered it. All is Sir F. Currie's fault, I believe.· I think Ali Morad ]1as been 
ill used by the Government, and faith l>roken with him · in regard to the forts. 
He gave up Shahgnrh, &c., at Lord Ellenl,orough's command to the Jessulmere_ 
man, with a positive and distinct promise of payment which was never fulfilled. 
If he tried to cheat ua, we did cbeat him." 

1 �a . . . The 

• Thia was forwarded by Sir C. Napier to the Govern111ent aflndia 011 8th Aupat 184,7. 
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ua. The following account, however, will show that Lord H�rdinge's Govern- Memorandum 
ment, or mther Sir F, Currie, who is his Lordship's secrelary, is made responsible, draw_n up in_ the 
for the. G&Yemment is not quite so much to blame illS Sir C. Napier supposes. tFh

oreGign Office of
f 

Th r. • ted · h D rd" h f h J l e ,ovemment o  ese 1orts are s1tua m t  e · esert ; acco mg to t e st.atements o t e essu • India "On ourfirst 
mere • authorities, they were built by the rulers of Soinde, on land belonging to conn�xion with Ali 
Jeasulmere. They are now in a ruinoll8 condition. Lord Ellenborough, perhaps Morad Talpoor." 
with seme political object, ordered Sir C. Napier to transfer the forts to Jessul-
mere, and to compensate Ali Morad for their loss, by the cession of lands exceeding 
their value by one-third. Ali Morad was highly incensed when he heard of this 
order, and reluctantly withdrew his garrisons. Sir C. Napier was disinclined to 
-compensate Ali Morad by a transfer of land, as he considered the land of Scinde 
to be ,·ery fertile, and expected that it would eventually yield a " vast revenue." 
" As far as. I have been able to ascertain ( wrote his Excellency), the value of the Demi-official letter 
forts is 4tl 7,000 rupees, and the revenue they gave 16,460 Khyrpore rupeeti; from to Sir Henr,r (now 
this deducting one-tenth, we get 3, 76,300 Company's rop�s ; and to this add the ;�r1 H

��
dmg

;
, 

value of the land, and the bill against us is very heavy. Now it appears to me 8 e 4 oy 1 45• 

fair, that the Raja of Jessulmere should pay for tlte forts thus made over to him, 
-and which he could never have taken by force."• Sir C. , Napier was informed 
in reply, tbat the Governor-general preferred a territorial transfer to a money 
paytnent. No notice was taken of the proposition to make Jessulmere pay -for 
the forts. Indeed it wonld bave been rather awkward to make sud1 a demand 
upon the Maha K.awul ; he hud already been in possession of the forts for nearly 
two years, and evidently considered them as a gift from the British Go\·emment. 
Sir C. Napier again urged his objection to transfer any land to Ali Morad : " To 
pay his Highness by a transfer of land would be objectionable ;  but I have no 
-doubt such a mooe of payment miitht be negotiated." On the 15th October 
ISM!, Ali Morad complained against the aggressions made on his .territory by 
.J8181Jlmere- subjects, and look the opportunity of again urging his claims to 
tbeee forts. His complaint we� referred for inquiry and report to the agent at 
Rajpootana, who was also directed to furnish a statement of the valuet of the 
forts, awl of the r{!,·enue of the lands which the Uawulobtained with them. The 
Agent, Colonel Sutherlaud, forwarded statements from the Jessulmere authorities, 
containing counter-complaints against Ali Morad's subjects, and representing 
·that they could not fumish any accurate information regarding the value of the 
fortti, and the net rev1mue of the lands attached to them. He was directed, in 
reply, t.o procure detailed and accurate information, so as to enable the Governor-
general to come to · a proper decision on the claims of Ali Morad ; and he after-
\ll'&rdll reported that as it was his intention to visit Jeseulmere at the .opening of the Letter dated 
·season,, he would then have an opportunity of obtaining the information requil·ed 14 June 1847• 

by the Governor-general. 
· ' ti4.  From the above, it is evident that the requisite information is still want

ing, to enable Go\·ernment to decide what amount of compensation shoulcl be 
,paid to Ali Morad for the three forts transferred to Jessulmere.. In fact, at the 
,close of the memorandum from which tbe above account is extracted, the question 
1is put, " 3d. What about the compensation which we promised for the Desert 
forts ? If he has heen compensated by a transfer of land, what was the estimated 
·value of the forlc;, and on what data was imch an estimate formed ? " In this 
•discussion, however, one material point appears to me to have been overlooked ; 
lord Ellenborough's promise of compensation to Ali Morad was made on the Letter to Sir C. 
- express condition " that it should appear that he had good claims to them ; " but Napier, da1ed 

I can discover no  trace of any inquiry having been instituted. . In  the deed i:J
uat 

;843• • 
- executed by Meer Roostum, ceding the Turban to Ali Morad, the tort of Shah- to' Scil!?e

P ;;�:
n 
.. 

·gurh is specified, but those of Guttora and Gurseya are not mentioned, though Book, No. a. 
they may � included in  the term, " other forts." This, however, ought not to 
to be talten for granted, without further inquiry. My rem�rks on the destruction 
of th�, fort of Ernamghud will warn Government not to be misle� by the fallacy . . , . . . . that 

• Thil i, not quite correct. From Lord Ellenboroagb'a letter of the 6di Atlgllft 1843 (,,,,.a; paca, 
t n),,it appears that Jeaaulllll'l'e had aclualiJ taken Guttora. 

t Among the papen prepared by Mr. Prmgle, there is au estimate marked (F.), in which the annual 
,ennue.of the three fona .1ur.atcd. to be 14,001.1.nipeeai, or for ae,en years 98,000 rupees and the 
atimated '81uu of the ceded forts is aet down at 3,00,000 ru� which aeems to be a Tery high 
estim&le;_-Jrith reference tlf their very diliipidated condition. 
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that all forts in Upper Sci nde belonged to the possessor of the " Turban.'' Emam
ghud was the private property of Meer Mahomed, and was not thererore entered 
in the treaty by which Meer Roostum ceded the Turban to Ali Morad. If all 
the fortresses appertained to the Turban, such would assuredly have been men
tioned in the deed of cession ; but another proof of the fallacy of this assumption, 
will be found in Meer Sohrab's will, which, although it bequeaths the Tnrban to 
Meer Roostum, gives to his younger brother, Ali Morad, " the fort of Ahme
dabad ."  

1 25.  That some compensation i s  due on account of the forts, if  proved to 
belong to Ali Morad, admits of no doubt. As. an offset again!!t this, we have a 
demand against his highness on account of lands temporarily occupied by him 
at the commencement of the war, but which IJelonged to the British Govern
ment. In one of his communications to Lord Ellenborough, Sir C.  Napier 
observes, " Meer Ali Morad occupied all the land in Northern Scinde, when we 
advanced. The kardars of the other Ameers fied, and a geoerii.l state of pillage 
was, I feared, about to begin, which would be a great loss to the flyiug Ameer11. 
I therefore thought it fair by them to take whatever steps I coul<l to preserve 
their property. I felt assured that in the general pil lage, his Highness woald 
probably, by means of his kardars, secure the l ion's share ; so l thought my best 
plan was to tell him to take all, and be accountable for all the revenues whee 
peace was re-established. This he agreed to." Again, Sir C. Napier wrote to 
the G0\1ernor-general, " The plan wi ll soon be drawn, and then I shall make the 
exchanges with his Highness Ali Morad, and forward the whole to your Lord
ship for deci::.ion. I hope this will put his Highness i n  better temper with me, 
though I fear there is a disagreeable account of money to settle, which he will not 
like. He pillaged• us abominably, and fancies this is all to he smoothed over ; 
but I warned him all along, that I kept an account which must be balanced at last.'' 
Sir C. Na  pier statedt that the amount improperly collected by Meer Ali Morad 
at Schwistan was+ 47,71 9 rupees, and proposed that the adjustment of this sum 
should be deferred until the time came for paying the Ameer for hi11 forts. 

1 26. It would further appear, from Major Goldney's letter and enclosmes, 
dated the 1 6th October 1848, that we have a fu rther demand, to the amount of 
50, 3 64 rupees, against his Highness Meer Ali Morad, on .account of lands a:ud 
appendages strictly belonging to the British Go\·ernment or its jaghiredars in 
his Highness's possession . The data on which the Collector brings out this 
balance· are very clearly detailed in h is report, and the amount really due will 
have materially increased by the lnpse of time which has occuITed since his 
calculations were made. It will be seen that at that feriod was due to the 
British Government,-

& 

• He also pillaged his brothers as much as he did us. The Scinde Digest of the ud December 
notices that his m inister had taken possession of Khyrpore, and that of the 2�d January, tbut Ali 
Morad has seized i n  Khyrpore from Soolimano, Meer Roostum'a confidential servKnt. 1 50 kliunrara 
of jowar, and 50 khurwars of wheat ; from Meer Ali Akbar's Toaha Khana, a large amount of 
valuable property in gems, swords, cloths. Ht! bas also seized from l\teer Mahomed•11 Government 
of Oobouree, a vast quantity of all kinds of grain, tieveral brick:s of gold of half seer weight, and some 
silver. On the Ameen1 leaving Kbyrpore, Meer Mabomed Khan's son left Khyrpore and all the 
valuable• it contained. 

t Memorandum drawn op in the Foreign Office of the Government of India. 

t lo a letter dated the 18th January 1 847, IX> the Government of India, Sir Charles Napier stated 
be understood from Lord Eilenborough's letter of the 1 7th August : -

ut. That Ali l\Jorad has no right to any territory north of Roree, because we had by the draft 
treaty seized upon the whole as a punishment to be in8icted on the Khyrpoor Amee rs. 

�d. That when the battle of Meeanee made us masters of Scinde, and of this district  along ,Yith 
the rest, then we were to give to his Highness the Turban lands in the dist.rict of Roree, not as a 
ril{ht, but ns a gift. These lands, however, were nevl'r made over tu him by me. He l.ept po�ssioa 
of all the lands of Meer Roo�tum by my permiBSion, he having previously taken them, because the 
kardars, tllking advantage of the interregnum camed by the flight of Roostum, were pI.aaderiDff both 
Ameers, till the Governor-general should decide ou h11 claima, and .then he wu to acccouot for &h11 
revenues ot any that the Government cbole to return to Meer Roostum, flH' tbe war had not then 
�gan ; and after the cooqu91tt Roaltum's ierriwi• became ours. As it had been decided at Calcutta . 
that his Highness had a right to all tile lands made over to laim by Meer ROOltUm in other pail.I. of 
Sdnde, I comidered, &c. &c. 
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A1 per Appendix (B.), No. l -
As per Appendix (B.), No. 2 
A s  per Appendix (C.) 

Total Co.' 8 Rs. 

From this deduet lands belonging to his Highness Ali 
Morad, in  the possession of the British Government, 

Co.'s Ra. 

81,900 

60,865 

41 ,455 

1 84,220 

As per Appendix (A . )  1 ,33,856 

Balance clue to the British Goverument 5 0,364 

33.S 

N. B.-The Collector observes, these Yaluations ore of course subject to 
revisioo on production of the accounts of the purgunnahs by h is Highness 
Meer Ali  Morad. 

127. In coiwlasion, I again l.,eg to apologise to the Board, and to superior 
authority, for the length of time l have unavoidably detained these important 
papers. In addit ion t o  the reasons assigned for this delay in my l\J inute of the 
18th S�temher. J have furtlwr to state, that when I was about to close this 
minute, we received from .the Government of India the voluminous correspond· 
ence relating to the government of Scinde under Sir C. Napier's administration, 
which accompanied M r. Under Secretary Grey's letter, No. 1 ,725,  dated the 
1 8th October last. I have avai led myself of the authentic materials conta ined 
in  this  correspondence to illu!i-trate several of the questions discussed i n  my 
Minute ; but to enable me to do this, I was ohliged to recast und re-arrange 
much of what I had before w ritten. N otwithstanding the time and labour 
I have devoted to the subject, I am by no m eans satisfied with my performance ; 
but it will be always to me  a source of the highest grati fication, if at the close 
of my long and laborious career in India, 1 ha,·e been able successfully to plead 
the cauEie of the ru inrd and oppressed princes of Scinde, and to place their case 
in such a shape before my  superiors as w i l l  euable them to a fford part ial  
redress for great wrongs, wrongs wh ich  I vrntnre to predict will he stigmatized 
by the future historian in terms most unfavourable to our national reputation ; 
which have undermined, i f  they have not enti rely dest royed, the moral van tage 
ground we before possessed, w hen pleading with other n ations on behalf of the 
oppressed ; and which have been made the subject, and I fear wi l l  continue to 
be so, of severe and recriminatory comment in every quarter of the globe ; 
penetrating even, as we are• informed, the Great Desert of Sahara. Finally, in 

the 

• Mr. J. Richardson in his N arrative of  his Personal Adventures in the Great Desert (Vol, I .  
p. g3g), details a conversation with " the famous, rich, and powerful Haj Ben Mansa, Ettanee, the 
quasi Sultan of the Ben W ulud at Ghadanes." 

" He is a man of a great ege, and nearly blind, and the chief of the most numerous and influential 
family of Ghadome1,1. Ettanee wRs attended by two or three senrants, one carrying a skin and 
another a cushion to reclinP. on, These arranged, the old gentleman mounted upon the stone bench, 
and took his seat, everybody making way for him with the greatest alacrity. H aying- heard I was 
present, after n sl1ort silence, he a,ldressed me : " Christian, do you know Scinde ? '' (N. B.-Most 
of the peor,le here have heard of Scinde, but their knowledge of it is·very imperfect.) I replied, 
" J  know it .'' '' Art not the English there ? "  he continued. " Yes," I said. He then turned and 
said somtthing to the ptople in th£: Ghadamus language. (N. B.-l afterwards learnt it was, 
" You are these Chri�tians who are eating upall the Mussulman countries.'') My conversation was 
always in Arabic. He abrnptly turned to me, " Why do th1: English go there, and eat up all the 
Mussulmans ; 11fterward11 ) ou will c11me here." I replied, " The Ameers were fool i�h, 1md engafl'ed 
in a conspiracy against 1hr. English of fodia, bnt the Mus,ulmans i n  Scinde enjoyed the same rights 
and privileges a� the English themselves." " That's what. you say," be rejoim,d, and continued, 
" Why do you go so far from he.me to take other peoplt:'s coun tries from them ? '' I replied, " The 
Turks do the same ; they come here in the Desert." " Ah ! you w ish to be such oppressors as the 
Turk11," he Cl'nti r ,ued, very bitttrly, and then told me not to talk any more . No one prest>n t  dared 
to put in a word. This painful silence continued for some time. I was anxious to get ott; fe1:li11g 
very disagreeable ; and beginninr, to mo\·e, he said to semelm<ly, "  W ho's that ?" for he co11l1l not 
see much, being neariy blind. ThPy told him it was the Christian going. He cried out, '' Stop,'' 
and thfn added, " You have bo<1ks with you, but you Engli�h are not Christians ; you deceive us. 
Nor arc, the Danish, or the Swedes, or  the Russians, Chri� tians, Thev have no books." He meant 
religious books. The same opin ion, I found afterward:>, was entertained by Ifaj Ibrahim, a very 
r_eseectalile and intel ligent Moorish merchant of Tripoli ." 

7.'3 •  T T 4  
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the words of one whose policy, durir.g the short period he governed India, and more 
especially in Scinde, has with so much reason been objected to and disapproved, a 
reputation for justice goes further in the East than it  does in  Europe, in giving 
strength t() a Government, and a great name to those by whom 1t is adminis
tered : " Justice in the East is a very rare quality, and certainlv it was not one 
posse��ed by our predecessors, the Ameers. It will be more valued in us." (Letter 
from Lord .Ellenborough to Sir Charles Napier, dated the 3d September 1 843.) 
And again ,  alluding to the principles on which the territories of Scinde were to 
be apportioned after the '.!onquest, his Lordship  observed, " principles which it 
has been endeavoured to make consistent with equity to all, for this transaction 
is one which will he scrutinized by surrounding States, as well as by the parties 
more immediately interested ; and the character of our Government for impartial 
justice towards our allies is of far more importance than auy advantage we might 
derive from appropriating to ourselves a large portion of this fertile territory."• 
I fervently pray that these just and liberal principles may be applied to the 
hard case of the sons and nephews of our faithful allies, the l ate Meer Roostum 
and Sobdar, if not to all the Ameers in  common. 

14 December 1 850. (signed) J. P. Willoughby. 

• L.?tter from Lord Ellenborough to Sir Charles Napier, dated the 19th September 1843. S« 
also the Circular issued by hia Lordship to all political officers, prescribing the principles by which 
he desired they should regulate their intercourse with the princes and chiefs to whom they were 
deputed, 1lateli the '26th April 1842. 

GENEALOGICAL 
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M1Nt.rrB by the Hbnourable MT. Blane. 

TnERE is no  reason, I think, for doubt that the treaty of peace, dated 1 8th 
September 1842; transcribed i n  the Koran after the battle of Nownahar, has 
been clandestinely altered from what it originally was, and probably in the 
manner deposed to by Sheik Ali Husseiu and Peer Ali Gohur. 

2. The period of, and motive to, the said· alteration is less clear. 
3. In the fifth , heading of the summiug up by the Commission, in para. 8, 

they allude to the possibility " that the t ampering with tho. treaty had been 
commenced at an earlier period after the, battle of Nownahar than the, date of 
the proch1mation. annexing the districts north of Roree to -the Khan of Bahwul
poor, and in the eighth heading advert to the inclusion of the purga.n,nahs of 
Mathela and Meerpoor in the later treaty in December 1 842, in the Koran, by 
which the Turban was ceded by Meer Rustum to Meer Ali Morad, obsening, 
' that had that circumstance stood alone they might be disposed to admit the 
Meer's explanation that it was intended to make assurance doubly sure, ' " &c. 

4. But in weighing the value of these circumstances, it  does not appear to 
have occurred to them that unless the alteration were made before the 20th De
cember 1 842,  the date of the later compact, which has always been recognized 
and upheld by us, there could have ueeu no ohj ect in the alteration at all, and 
thQ.t i f  so made, then that the motive to it could not have been any treachery or 
fraud towards the British Government. The alleged substitution of the new 
leaf so late as 31st July 184.3, a.a. depoaed to by Peer. Ali Gohur, could, if  true, 
have been only to save appearances, and may well have been the act mainly of 
the parties by whom the alterations had been so clumsily executed .  How little 
indeed a �Iahomedan prince of Ali Ml)ora<l's habits was likely to interfere in  
the details of such a transaction, would seem to be  a point to  be duly kept in  
view. Had the intent been that of fraud towards Government, the alterations 
would haYe heen made to hear upon the cessions by Nusseer Khan, and not 
upon the territory of Meer Rustum, intermediately made over by tlw compact 
for the tranifer of the Turban. 

5 • .  Sir Charles Napier's proclamation taking pcssession of Subzulcote and Bhong 
Bhara for the purpose of annexing these d istricts to the territories of his High
ness the Nuwab of Bhawulpoor, would seem (para. 6 of the Honourable Mr. 
Willoughby's Minute) to have been dated 18th December 1842, two days pre
vious to the Turban compact ; but in the Eaid proclamation, as gi"en in the 
above quoted paragraph, no mention is made of the rule by which reimburse
ment was to be made. On that Lead Sir Charles Napier's intentious were only 
declared after the conquest of Seinde, in a letter dated 28th June 1 843, to 
which therefore any proceedings antecedent to December 1 842 could have. had 
no relatiou . 

ft For the above reason I have some doubt as to how far Meer Ali Moorad is 
amenable to us for any alterations, however perfidious in  a moral point of view, 
in the treaty of Nownahar. 

7. Supposing: him to. be held to be amenable, ther_i the � o�nah_ar treaty 
mio-ht be set aside ; but as the Turban OOmf'lct would still remain in h11t favour, 
that also would require to be set aside, in order to the districts inclu.ded in the 
alteration of the former document being declared to be forfeited. 

8. The point for consideration would then be confined to the expediency of 
imposing any further retributive penalty. 

9 .  Bearing in mind the nature of' our alliance with Ali Moorad from. the 
commencement, and the interpretation which could not fai l  to be generally · 
placed on our turning upon our ally at this late hour, and depriving him of 
his share in the booty, I should incline to the limitation of any additional 
penalty to dicta�fa_g su�h terms in _ma�ing up our ac�oun� with him, as we may 
deem most conducive to t.he ·consohdat10n of our relattons m that quarter. What 
these terms may be argued to be, the information on recortl does not · afford the 
mtans of off eDing . an opinion, 

7 ,.  .) •  U u  1 0. In 
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1 o. In respect to the question of rendering justice to the families of the ex
Ameers, discussed by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, we could hardly insist 
upon Meer A li Morad doing so, wi thout doing the like ourselves, and to enter 
into the merits of the transfer of the Turban by Meer Rustom, appears to me to 
be tantamount to re-opening the whole question as to the cause of quarrel, and 
consequent seizure and annexation of the province. 

11 .  With the opiniona already recorded by me respecting the extreme want 
of j udgment evinced by l\lr. Frere in his proceedings in  Sattara, I cannot but 
entertain great apprehension as to the settlement of this question being confided 
to him, a1 1d think, if it could be arranged, that the appointment of a special 
commissioner might be advisable. Since, however, we are to await the instruc
tions of the Most Noble the Governor-general, it is sufficient perhaps that the 
papers relating to Mr. Frere's appointment will have been before his wrdsbip 
ere these are received by him. 

12. The Honourable Mr. Willoughby's Minute being dated 14th instant, I 
would observe, for the purpose of exouerating myself from any delay in passing 
on these papers, that they reached me only on the afternoon of the 21st, the day 
before yesterday. 

23 December 1860. 
(True copy.) 

I h ave, &c. 
(signed) D • .A. Blane. 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

FURTHER MINUTE by the Right Honourdble the Governor, subscribed to by the 
Honourable Board. 

IT is of great importance that these papers should be forwarded to the Moat 
Noble the Governor-general without delay ; the copies should be sent by exprees, 
and the originals afterwards returned to me. 

(signed) Falkland. 
W. Cotton. 

24 December 1850, J. P. WilloughhJ. 

( True copy.) 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 180 of 1860. 
(Office, No. 267.)  

D. A. Blane. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to Sir 
H. M. Elliot, K. c. B., Secretary to the Government of India with the Most 
Noble the Governor-gE:neral, Carup. 

Sir, 
W1TH reference to my letter, No. 19, dated the 25th February last, I am 

directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit t? you, 
by express, to be laid before the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, the 
documents noted in the annexed list, regarding the proceedings of th� Co�
mission which was appointed by this Government, for the purpose of mvesti
gating the circumstances conoected with a fraud alleged to have been perpetrated 
against the British Government by his Highness Meer Ali Morad of Khyrpoor, 
in the treaty of N ownahar ; by means of which his Highness obtain'ed possession 
of certain purgunnahs, instead of villages of the same name. 

2. The Most Noble the Governor-genera] will observe, from the Minute 
recorded by the Right Honourable the Governor of this Presidency, a�d �on
curred in by his E"i:cellency the Commander.in-Chief, that his Lordship 1s of 
opinion that the charge has been full_y_ established by the most irresistible e�idence 
against the Meer ; and that the British Government has au undoubted right to 
demand the restitution of all the territory obtained by Ali Morad by fraudulent 

means, 



AGAINST M EER ALI MORAD. 339 

means, as well as the re-payment of all the revenue deri ved from such territory 
during the time it remained under his dominions ; an<l that the period of en
forcing· the just claims of Government affords a peculiarly favourable opportunity 
for placing all i t1:1 relations with this prince on a permanent and satisfactory 
footing. 

3. His Lordship has also recorded a �pecial recommenciat.ion in favour of the 
Ameers resident at Poona, viz., Am<'er Ali Buksha, a yo•mger son of Meer Roos
tum, and Nusseer Khan, the eldest son of Mobaruck Khan (Meer Hoostum's 
brother), and thf>ir families. 

4. The Hon. Mr. ,vmoughby has, in an elaborate Minute, dated the 14th 
instant, entered most fully into the question of our  relations with the Meer ; 
stating his views uC\t only with reference to the mea�ures to be arlopted 
towards his Highness, but the arrangements which should, in his opinion, be 
adopted to ameliorate the condit ion of the surviving Ameers, an<l for placing 
them under the control of the British Government. 

5. With referrnce ahio to para. 53 to para. 6 1 ,  the Most Koble the Gow·ernor
general will observe that the Honourable Mr. Willoughby sbite�, that in addition 
to the fraud committed in the treaty of Nownahar, his Highness il'\ now in 
posst•ssion of one-fourth of the lands of Upper Sdnde, which constituted the 
patrimonial inheritance of Merr Roostum under the " i ll of their father, Meer 
Sohrab, although hi-1 right thereto has been questioned on grounds, in his 
opinion, most couclush·e, both by Lord Ellenborongh and Lord Hard ingl' ; he  
suggests that this should be l'esumed and allotted for the  maintenance of  Meer 
Roostum's suns, urging in support of his recommendation, the strong claims the 
family of Meer Roostum possesses on the j ustice and compassion of the British 
Government. 

6. On reference tu para. 1 0 5, his Lordship wi l l  observe that Mr. Wi lloughby 
also states that the jagheers of M eers Meer Mahomed and Mustafa Khan, another 
and distinct branch of the Khyrpoor family, are likewise in the unlawful 
possession of Meer Ali Morad ; and suggests that they also should be re8tored to 
these A meers. 

7. I am also desired to refer his Lordship to the concluding paras. of the 
same miuute, noticing several other subjects, for which the Honourable Mr. 
Willoughby is of opinion that special inst.ructions from the Most Noble the 
Governor-general should be solicited. 

8. The Honourable Mr. Blane likewise concurs in the fact of the treaty having 
been clandestinely altered ; but for reasons stated in hiR minute of the 23d 
instant, expresses his doubts as to how far II Meer Ali Morad " is amenable to 
the British Government for any alterations, however perfidious in a moral point 
of ,·iew, in  the treaty of Nownahar. 

I have, &c. 
Bombay Castle, 31 December 1850. (signed) A. �Valet, 

Chief Secretary. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

LuT of Proceedings accompanying a Letter to Sir H. M. Elliot, x. c. B,, Secretnry to the 
Government of India with the Most Noble the Governor-general, datt-d 3 1  Dece111ber 
1 850, No. 100. 

1. C.Opy of a Lettt'r from the Cc,mmiasioner in Scincle, dated 5th March 1850, No. 445. 
2. Copy of a reply to the Commissioner in Scinde, d ated 13th March 1850, No. 68. 
3. Copy of a Letter from the Commiasioner in Scinde, No. 840, dated 8th May 1850. 
4. Ccpy of a Report by Commission, dated 8th May 1850. 
6. Accompaniments to dit10, in original. 
G. Copy of a Miuute by the Right honourable the Governor, concurred in by His Excel

lency the Commander-in-Chief, dared 14th .Tune 18601 with accompaniments. 
7. Copy of a Minute by the Hqnourable Mr. Wi lloughby, dated 1 4th December 1850. 
B. Copy or a Minute by the Honourable Mr. Blane, dated 23d December 1850. 

73. u u 2 9. Copy 
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•9. Copy of a Further Minute by the Right ·honoorahle the Governor, concurred in by the 
Board, dated 24th December 1860. 

10. Copy of a Memo. by the Right honourable the Governor, dated Cbakooo, the 11th 
Sept�mher 1860. 

1 1 .  Copy of a Minute by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, dated 18th September� 
12. Copy of a Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 27th September • 
.13. Copy of a Further Minute by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, dated 29th.September. 
14. Copy of a Minute by the Honourable Mr. Blane, dated 29th September. 
16. Copy of a Fur1her Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 8th October. 
16. Copy of a Minute by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, Jated Utll October. 
17. Copy of a Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 14th October. 
18. Copy of a Minute by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, dated 17th October. 
19. Copy of a Minute by the Honourable Mr. Blane, dated 17th October. 
20. Copy of a Minute by the Right ·honourable the Governor, dated 20th November 1860. 
U. Copy of a reply to the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 31st December 1860, No. 268. 
!&2. Copy of a Letter from ibe .Commissioner . in ,Sciude, .dated 13th May, No. 88'2, with 

Enclosure. 
93. Copy of a Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 27th Ma.y 1860, con-

curred in by the Honourable Mr. Blane. 
24. Copy ofa Minule by the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, dated 30th May. 
96. Copy of a Further Minute b.y the Right honourable the Governor, -dated 14th Jane 

1860. 
A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 268 of 1 850. 

From .4.. Malet, Esq . ,  Chief Secretary to the ·Government of Bom�, to 
R. K. Pringle, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde, 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 840, dated the 

8th May last, forwarding the proceedings of the Commission appointed t.o 
"investigate the charge of fraud alleged against his -Highness Meer Ali Morad, 
·in -having, ·by means of interpolations and additions to 'the'treaty of Nownahlll', 
obtained possession of certain pergmmahs, instead of v.ill�es of fhe same 
name. 

2. In reply, I arn desired ·to express the high commendation of Government 
for the able manner in which the investigation has been conducted by the 
Commission. 

Born bay Castle, 
31 December 1 85{). 

(True copy.) 

: 1  have, '.&c. 
·(signed) .A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 

(signed� .A.. Ma.let, Chief Secretary. 

No. 269 of 1 850.-Secret Department. 

From .A . Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Katteewar. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Ri�ht honourable the Governor in Council to traus�t 

for your infocmation copy of my letter, No. ·288, of this date, ta the Commu· 
sioner in Scinde. 

Bombay Castle, 
31 December 1850. 

I :have, &c. 
(signed) .A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) .A.. Malet, Chief Secremy. 
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No. 1'10 of 1850, 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to M_ajor 
J. Jacob, c. B,, Political Superintendent and Commandant on the Scmde 
Frontier. 

Sir 
I AM direoted by the Right honourable the G<'vernor in Oeuncil to transmit Secret Depart• 

for your information copy of my letter, No. 268, of this date, to , the ·Commie- ment. 

1ioner in Scinde. 

Bombay Castle, 
31 December 1850. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) .A. Malet, 

· Chief Secretary. 
(True copy.) 

(signed) .A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 2 of 1861.--Secret Department. 

From A.. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
8ir H. M. Elliot, K. c. B,, Secretary to the Government of India with the 
Most N oble the Govenmr-.general, Ca.mp. 

Sir, 
W1TH reference to mv letter, No. 180, dated the 31st December last, I am 

directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, 
to be laid before the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, copies of the 
documents noted in the margin,• connected with certain petitions from the ex
Ameers of Scinde, alluded to in the Minute of the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, 
elated the 14th ultimo, which have not already been laid before the Governor-
5eneral. 

Olli.ct, No. 3. 

2. Such of the petitions alluded to in Mr. Willoughby's Minute, of which 
copies have already been wbmitted to his Lordship, were transmitted to you with 
.EY letters of the dates noted in the maMn, No. 76, dated 

-�- 13 Dec.-. 1848; 
I have, &c. No.

F
19
b
, dated 

Bombay Castle, (signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 95 e • 1 50. 

3 January 1861 . 
(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Most Noble the Governor-general of India. 

IN the &pring of 1 848, Sir George Clerk, tl1en the Governor of Bombay, sub- Meer Ali Morad 
mitted a general report on the Province of Scinde. In connexion with the affairs KhanofKhyrporc 

of Scinde, be adverted to the relation existing between the British Government 
and the Meer Ali Morad of Khyrpore, nnd brought to notice certain charges, 
specified in a memorandum by the ]ate Governor, Sir Charles Napier, which 
gravely affected the conduct .of his Highness. He recommended that these 
charges should be ' immediately invest.igated, and exprt>.ssed a decided opinion 

that 

• 1 .  Petition from Miler Nmseer Khan and Meer Ali Bobb Klwi► dated tllt August 1848; 
,. Petition from Meer Mahomed Hoossein Khan, dated 1st Rujub u64; 3. Petition from Meer Ali 
M�rdan Khan, son of Meer Rustum Khan, dated 1 1 th Rujub 1964 ; + Petition from Meer Mahomed 
Ah Khan, dated 15th Rujub 1 i64 ; 5. To the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 14th September, No. 
3t8 of 1848 ; 6. To the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 16th Au�t, No. 3,504 of 1849; 7. From 
�he �ommissioner in Scinde, dated 1 st September, No. 1 ,709 of 1849 ; 8. Reµly to the Commissiontr 
ID Scmde, dated 13th September, No. 3,841 of 1 B49 ; 9. From the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 3d Oc&ober, No. 1 ,905, with Encloeures ; -10. Reply to the Gommiuioner in Scinde, dated 30th 
October, No. 330 of 1849 ; 1 1 ,  From the Commissioner in Scinde, dated 8th November, No. t,174 
of 1 849, with Enclosure ; 12. Reply to the Commissioner in Stinde, dated 4th December, No. 356 c,f 1 849. 
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that if the allegations of forgery of treaties, and consequent fraud o n  the Govern
ment, should be conclusively proved against the Meer, his dethronement would 
be no more than a j ust punishment for his offence. 

2. At that time, the second war in the Punjab broke out, and under those 
circumstances the inquiry respecting Meer Ali Morad was necessarily post
poned. 

A fter the termination of the war, and during the summer of 1 849, the question 
of our relations with the ,,Jeer was resumed, and the allegations of fraud were 
fu rther examined. 

On my arrival at Sukkur, during a journey through Scinde at the .end of that 
year, I found that Mr. Pringle, the Commissioner, had halted Her Majesty's 
22d Regiment at Roree, on i ts march to Hindostau, to await my arrival, and the 
result of the decision lie wished me to form on the evideoc-e against the Meer, 
which he then submitted to me, and on the measures which sltould be taken in 
consequence. 

I declined, however, to issue orders at that moment ; both because I did not 
conceive i t  to be fitting that I sl ,ould supersede the Government of Bombay in 
its proper functions, by unnecessari ly originating inst.ructions for any step in  an 
important question connected with our relations with a native power which were 
in the charge of that government ; and further, because I did not consider it 
just that a decision should be formed adverse to Meer Ali Morad, and fatal to 
his character as a man and b.is faith as a prince, without a deliberate aud formal 
inquiry, where the Meer should eave full opportunity of meeting and rebutting, 
if he were able, the charges which had been brought against him. 

While at Bllmbay, immediately afterwards, I attended a meeting of the 
Counci l, and brc,ught the case personally before them. I stated the opinion I 
had formed on the evidence, as i t  was then before me, and objecting to any 
appearance of secrecy, or to the adoption, without full and open inqui ry pre
v iously, of  any new line of conduct towards the Meer, in consequence of the 
charges brought against h im, and the evidence by which they were supported, 
I recommended that -a Commission should be appointed for the investigation of 
these char�es i n  Scinde. It was intended that the proceedings should be con• 
ducted with all d ue consideration for the rank of the Meer, and that he should 
ha\·e every facility affonled to him for explanation or defence. 

The Commission was accord ingly appointed by the Government of Bombay, 
and its proceedings, together with the recorded evidence and the minutes of the 
Q;;vernor and of the members of the Council of Bombay thereupon, were received 
Ly me about six weekt1 ago. 

3 .  lu a m atter such as this I have thought i t  my duty to examine for myself 

the eYidence on which the Commission formed a conclusion, which i f  acted upon 
hy the Government of India, must exercise a material influence, not merelv on 
the reputat ion of i\1eer Ali Morad, but on his actual position and on his fiiture 
relations with the British Government. 

The exaruin&tion of the oral and documentary e,· idence, and the perusal of the 
very ·rnluminous papers connected with the :,ubject, have occupied som e  time ; 
for my attention, necessarily much engaged with the ordinary conduct of public 
affairs from day to day, could not l,e devoted exclusively to the case of the Meer 
of Khyrpore. 

4 .  After repeated and careful consideration of the whole case, I have no hesi• 
tation whatever in expressing my full concurrence in the opinion unanimously 
expressed by the members of the Commhssion, and by the several members of 
the Government of Bombay, that his  H ighness Meer Ali llorad has been con• 
v ickd of fraudulently altering the contents of the treaty of Nownahar, the effect 
of which has been to give to his Highness the possession of certain large districts 
instead of certain small villages of the same name, to the prej udice of the British 
GovPrnment, to whom these districts would have belonged, and in gross violation 
of good faith and honour. 

:;. The evidence has been so clearly and accurately summed up in the report 
of the Com.mission, and the whole subJect i n  all its bearings and i n  every branch 
of it has been so minutely and elaborately discussed by the Honourable Mr. Wil
loughby, that I should only waste the time of others if I were again to review it 
in detail. 

It 



AGAINST MEER ALI MORAD. 343 

It is enough that I express my full assent to the view which has been taken of 
the evidence both by the Commission and by the honourable gentleman. 

6. If the case again st the Ameer had rested merely on the testimony of Sheik 
Ali Hussun and of Peer Ali Gohur, formerly the confidential servants of his 
Highness, and now h is  accusers ; or if the direct evidence of these men had been 
supported only by handwriting produced, by impressions of seals sworn to, or 
by the evidence of third parties who might have been schooled and influenced 
by them, I should have been reluctant to convict the Meer. The skill with which 
such testimony can be manufactured, and the ease with which it can be obtained 
in eastern countries, are too notorious to admit of my placing any reliance upon 
it if it had stood alone. 

But Sheik Ali Hnssuu,  the prime minister, and Peer Ali Gohur, the confiden
tial secretary, of the Meer were unquestionably at the time to which they refer 
in a position to be cognizant of all his Highness's proceedings, and were likely to 
be made his instruments in whatever he schemed. Their testimony taken fre
quently, at different times, by different persons, and after long intervals, has been 
uniformly the same ; it is consistent with i tself, probable in i�elf, and in 
accordance "·ith the character which the Ameer notoriously bears among his 
own countrymen. lt is supported by the appearance of the book in which the 
forgery, or substitution of a leaf, is alleged to have taken place ; by the con
fessedly authentic copy of the tre-.uy deposited in the Sciode records in April 
1 848 ; by the thtft of cntain papers connected with the treaty, an act inexpli
cable at the time, but intelligible now, and indispensably necessary for the success 
of the fraud ; by the contents of contemporary letters from the Meer to the 
British officers in Scinde, and from him and the other Meers to Meer Mahomed 
Hussain, produced before the Commission ; bv the entries in the Government 
diaries ; and by the correspondence preserved.among the Government records ; 
all of which " allude to the cession in terms quite irreconcileable with its extent 
as now shown in the Koran." 

Supported by so many incidental circumstances, and from so many indirect 
aud contemporary sources, the evidence of Sheik Ali Hussun and Peer Ally 
Gohur acquires 11 trush orthint>ss which of itself il could not command. It is true 
that, on their owu showing, these men are dishonest, long accomplices in a fraud, 
though t.hey subsequeutly denounced it ; and consequently unworthy of credit, 
as m en devoid of honesty or character. I have already said that their testimony, 
if unsupported by other testimony beyond suspicion, would be wholly unworthy 
of credit. But the best evidence which could be obtained of a forgery is the 
evidence of an eye-witness and an accomplice, if it be true. When, therefore, 
the evidence of these men is so supported by other testimony as to be shown to 
be true, their testimony acquires weight just in proportion to their share in the 
crime which was comm itted, and which they now confess and reveal. 

7 .  On these grounds, very briefly stated here, but fully exhibited in the docu
mc>nts to which I have referred before, and in which I have declared my con
currence, I have to record my firm conviction that Meer Ali Morad, of Khyr
pore, did fraudu!ently change the contents of the treaty uf Nownahar, and did 
thus t reacherously obtain and still enjoys considerable tracts in Upper Scinde, 
which in fact belong to the British Government. 

8. The Honourable Mr. Blane has raised a question as to the date at which 
t l ie  forgery was committed, with the view, as I understand, of founding upon it 
the argument, that i f  committed previous to the issue of the proclamation, 1 8th 
December 1 842, confiscating the territory, then the fraud was against his brother 
Ameers, and tlie British Government has nothing to do with it. 

I am not prepared to admit, that even if the forgery were committed in the 
short interval between the 1 5th September 1 842 and 1 8th December 1 842, the 
B ritish Government would not have a right to call Ali Morad to account for a 
fraudulent act that indirectly deprived them of territory which would otherwise 
have been theirs by the proclamation of December 1 842, just as they now call 
him to account for an act that has filched such territory from them directly. 
· But there is nothing whatever to show that the forgt'ry was committed before 
the 1 8th December 1 842. 

ln referring to a copy of the treaty, the Commission allude to some appear• 
ance of tamperiug ; not by a definite expression of their opinion, but by a mere 
conjectural intimation of a possibility. 
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There is nothing in support of such a conjecture. 
The probability of the fraud having been committed before December 1 84!;), 

and against the Ameers, is negatived by the fact, which is clearly stated, that 
Ali Morad never was in possession of those lands till January 1 843. On the 
other hand, the substitution of the leaf in the Koran bearing the words " district 
of Mathela, &c.," instead of the words " village of Mathela, &c." (which substi
tution is the fraud with which the Meer is charged, and by which this Govern
ment has mffered), is proved by the evidence not to have been made till many 
months after the issue of the proclamation. 

If it be objected that the date of the substitution rests on the evidence of par
ties to the fraud, I would reply that I have already shown, in para 6 ,  that the 
evidence of such persons, untrustworthy in itself, is entitled to credit when con
firmed· by other unimpeachable testimony. Since, then, the accuracy of  their 
f-tatement as a whole is held to be established ; there can be no reason to suspect 
their accuracy in a matter of detail, which could not have been supposed by 
them likely to have any material· bearing on the case they sought to make out. 

9. Having. recorded my full persuasion. of the guilt and treachery of Meer 
Ali Morad, I have now to consider what course of action it will be necesaarv and 
ri�ht for the Government of India to follow, in consequence of the discovery of 
the fraud  tl1at has been committed. 

10 .  It has been seen that Sir George Clerk broadly stated an opinion ,  that if 
the Meer were convicted of the fraud alleged, he  " should be deprived of all his 
possessions.'' 

Neither the Governor of Bombay nor the Members of Council recommend 
this extreme measure. The Honourable Mr. Willoughby would compel the res
titution of the lands of which the Meer is fraudulently in possession by means of 
the forgery ; he would refuse to the Meer our recognition of the title of Rais, 
which has hitherto been conceded to him ; and, lastly, he would make use of 
thP. present opportunity to obtain through the means of the British Government, 
an amelioration of the condition of the Arneers generally, and especially of the 
fumily of the old Meer Roostum. 

11 .  In , urging the claims of the Ameers, Mr. Willoughby enters at great 
length into the circumstances connected with, the commencement of  the war in 
Scinde in 1842, with the cession of the Turban by Meer Roostum to Meer Ali 
Morad, and with the subsequent annexation· of S.cinde ta the British. Empire in 
India. 

His d iscussion of this subject is marked by all that research, ei:tensiv:e know
ledge of public affairs, and distinguished ability, which are the characteristics 
of e very important document that issues from Mr. Willoughby's hands. 

But I do not think it requisite that • I should record any opinion on the 
conclusions he has formed, because it does not appear to me to be necessary 
for determining the policy we are now t� pursue towards .Meer Ali .Morad, 
t hat we should re-open the general question so much controverted formerly. 

However widely men's opinions d iffer respecting the events connected with 
our annexation of the Province of Scinde, all agree in this, that the act is now 
irrevocable. 

I therefore desire to avoid re,·iving this controversy on the records of the 
state. Without doing so, we have ample grounds for resolving to do j ustice 
on Meer Ali Morad for the guilt he has incurred, and for desiring, of our 
compassion, to lighten the sufferings of  the princely family whose cause Mr. 
Wi lloughby pleads. 

1 2. I do not propose to dethrone the Meer, or to deprive him of all his 
pOE,sessions� While I concur with Sir George Clerk in · thinking that we 
i;hould be fu lly justified in resorting to that extreme act of severity, I depre
cate it as inexpedient. A long time has elapsed since the commission �f the 
fraud ; several years have passed. since it was first denounced. And though the 
lapse of time will not exempt a .  criminal from the penalty of his crime, 
still it  will j µstify any leniency. with which the state may be disposed to 
treat i t. 

Moreover, such an act on the part of this Government would be liable to mis
representation. It might give a plausible pretence for our enemies t.o say that it 
was but another instance of insatiable aggression ; and. that having used Ali 
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Morad as long as he  was useful, we had found means of involving h im in the 
common sacrifice when he was no longer profitable to us. The imputat ion would 
be unjust, but it should not be needlessly incurred. 

Neither would I withdraw the recognition of h is title as Rais. I do not 
perceive how, i f  we leave him sti ll an independent sovereign, we can refuse to 
him the name ; nor do I see the advantage of no longer conceding to h im the 
title of Rais of the Talpoors, when there is none other Lo whom we can tran:.
fer i t. 

13 .  I propose, nevertheless, that Meer Ali Morad shall suffer a severe punish
ment for the crime he has committed, and shall pay before all the world an 
open penalty for the foul deed he bas done. 

14. The Meer should, in the first place, be compelled to restore to the 
British Government the distrfots of which he has been in possession by means of 
the forgery now proved . H is Highness should further account fully to the 
British Government for the revenues of those lands since they have been in his 
hands. 

HS. Meer Ali Morad should further, as a penalty for his offence, he compelled 
to deliver up to the British Government that fourth part of Upper Scinde which 
formed the patrimonial inheritance of Meer Roostum. If, as appears in  one 
part of the evidence. the land3 attached to the Turban, and the lands forming the 
patrimonial estate of Meer Roostum, were not distinguished, then the value of 
both shares formerly held by Meer Roostum should be ascertained ; land to the 
value of one-half of that aggregate should be allotted to Meer Ali Morad, and 
the remaining half should, as above declared, be confiscated to the British 
Government. 

The lands forming the patrimonial estate of Meer Roostum have never been 
recognized to belong to Meer Ali Morad by Lord Ellenborough, or by Lord 
Hardinge, or by myself. And the facts now first recorded in connexion with the 
report of the Commission (to say the least of it) go far to show that those lands 
were never made over to Meer Ali Morad by Meer Roostum. 

But it is quite unnecessary to decide that question. Assuming that the larnls 
have been in the rightful possession of Meer Al i  Morad, the infu.mous fraud he 
has practised on the British G overnment. requires that he should make amends, 
and the surrender of these lands will be a fitting reparation. 

16 .  By these cessions a considerable revenue will be placed at ihe disposal of 
ihe Government of India. 

Without re-opening the question of the actual or relative guilt of the Meers, 
whose fallen condition is  so sadly i l lustrated by the narratives which Mr. Wil
loughby has collected, I am earnest in my desire that we should show mercy to 
ihe fallen, anrl should use the means at our disposal to raise out of their present 
unquestionable misery the members of a family, once royal, long our faithful 
friends, now so crushed and poverty stricken. 

17 .  Before entering into the consideration of the mode and degree in which 
the bounty of the Government should be distributed, I consider it to be my 
duty to submit the whole question for the consideration of the Honourable Court 
of Directors. 

If the affair were one on which an immediate decision was necessary, on 
grounds of public policy I should not hesitate to carry into effect at once the 
views I have recorded in this Minute. But although the question had been 
long pending before i t  could be brought into its present state, and although there 
are other matters stil l  in suspense between Meer Ali Morad and the Government 
of India, and consequently any further delay is undesirable, still there is nothing 
which so urgently requires decision as to prevent my referring it to the Honour
able Court, who wil l  justly expect to have an opportunity of conveying to me 
their iutructions on such a question as that which has arisen in the case of the 
Meer of Khyrpore. 

When these instructions shall have been received, I shall be prepared to enter 
fully into the various questi9ns connected with the territory of Khyrpore, and 
with the other Ameers. 
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Any discussion of these points, until the main question shall have been decided 
by the Home authorities, to whom I think it right to refer, would be manifestly 
premature. 

1 8 .  Acquaint the Government of Bombay, that while I concur generally in 
the view they have taken of the charges brought against Meer Al i  Morad, and 
of the measures which they consider it expedient for the Government of India 
to adopt, I have thought it right to submit the whole question, with my own 
opinion thereupon, for the consideration of the Honourable Court of Directors. 
On receiving their reply, I will again communicate further with the Government 
of Bombay, relative to the several questions on which they wish to receive 
instructions. 

27 February 1851 . (signed) Dalhousie. 

No. 646 . 

From Sir Henry Elliot, K, c. B., Secretary to the Government of India with the 
Governor-General, to A. Maki, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Bombay. 

Sir, 
THE Most Noble the Governor-general has had under consideration your 

despatch, No. 1 80, dated the 31st December last, and the documents which 
accompanied it, regarding the fraud alleged to have been perpetrated against 
the British Government by Meer Ali Morad of Khyrpore, in the treaty of 
Nownahur. 

2. I am directed, in reply, to acquaint you that while his Lordship concurs 
generally in the view the Right honourable the Governor in Council has taken 
of the charges brought against his Highness, aud of the m easures which are 
considered expedient for the Government of India to adopt, he has thought it 
right to rnbmit the whole question, with his own opinion thereupon, for the 
consideration of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

a. As it is impossible for the small establishment in this camp to make copies 
of the voluminous collection of papers in time to accompany the above refer
ence, I am desired to request that the Governor in Council will be pleased to 
direct copies of them to be transmitted to the Court as speedily as they can be 
prepared. 

4. On receiving the Court's reply, his Lordship will again communicate 
further with the Governor in Council, relative to the several questions on which 
it is his wish to receive instructions. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. M. Ellwt, 

Secretary to the Government of India with the 
Governor-general. 

Camp, Boorhan, 1 March 1851 .  
(True copy. ) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

MINUTE by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the Honourable 
Mr. Willoughby and the Honourable Mr. Blane. 

1.  TH E Most Noble the Governor-general of India should be informed that 
copies of the whole of our proceedings in the rase of his Highness Meer Ali 
Morad, alluded to in this letter, were forwarded by this Government to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee by the overland mail which left Bombay on 
the 1 7th January last, and that duplicate copies thereof were sent to the same 
authority by the oycrland mai l of the 1 7th ultimo. 

2. Copy 
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2, Copy of this letter should be sent to the Secret Committee by the mail of 
the 17th instant, with an intimation to the above effect, accompanied by a 
request that, if they see no objection, they will cause the above despatch with 
its enclosures to be made over to the Honourable Court. 

14  March 1 861 . 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Falkland. 
J. P. Willoughby. 
D. A. Blane. 

(signed) A.  Malet, Chief Secretary. 

No. 48 of 1851 .-Secret Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Sir_ H. M. 
Elliot, K. C. B., Secretary to the Governme�t of lndia with the Most Noble the 
Governor-general. 

Sir, 
I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow

ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 1st instant, No. 646, and to state for 
the information of the Most Noble the Governor-general of India, that copies of 
the whole of the proceedings of this Government in the case of his Highness 
Meer Ali Morad, therein alluded to, were forwarded to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee by the overland mail which left Bombay on the 17th January 
last, and that duplicate copies thereof were sent to the same authority by the 
overland mail of the 1 7th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 14  March 1851 .  
(True copy.) 

(signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 
Secretary to Government. 

(True copies.) 
(signed) T. L. Peacock, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 

East India House, December 1852. 
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